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HEAT OF THE HEART
This week’s beautiful Parsha of Tetzaveh 

continues the holy theme of Terumah, the de-
tails of the Mishkan. While Terumah focus-
es on the structure and its vessels, Tetzaveh 
brings it to life through the Kohanim, their 
garments, and most importantly, the daily 
Avodah performed in the Mishkan and later 
in the Beit HaMikdash.

The Korbanot were brought on two Mizbe-
chot. The outer Mizbeach stood in the court-
yard, where animals, grains, and wine, includ-
ing the Korban Tamid, were offered with song 
and great public devotion. The inner Mizbeach, 
the Mizbeach HaKetoret, was smaller and hid-
den inside, accessible only to the Kohanim. 
Why this dual structure? And why such detail?

The Avodah of the Mishkan teaches us 
about our own Avodah in drawing close ( ־קר
 to Hashem. The Lubavitcher Rebbe (בן-קרוב
explains that every true relationship is root-
ed in love. There is an “outer love” - inspired 
by Hashem’s greatness as Creator and King. 
And there is an “inner love” - the recognition 
that אין עוד מלבדו, that in truth nothing exists 

independent of Him.
We are meant to awaken both. Outer love 

comes from seeking Hashem in the world 
around us. Inner love comes from seeing on-
ly Hashem as ultimate reality.

This is also the message of Shabbat Zach-
or. Amalek attacked when we were inspired, 
cooling our passion and planting doubt. Ama-
lek represents spiritual coldness, the opposite 
of love. Remembering Amalek is not only 
about recalling an ancient enemy; it is about 
guarding our inner fire from apathy and dis-
connection. Just as the Ketoret burned daily 
in the hidden inner sanctum, so too must our 
inner love burn constantly, protected from the 
chill of Amalek.

May we merit to experience Hashem’s true 
love, panim el panim, in the rebuilding of the 
third Beit HaMikdash soon.

Shabbat Shalom.
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CREATING AN INNER FLAME:
In this week’s parsha, as the Torah contin-

ues describing the Mishkan, we are given in-
structions for lighting the Menorah. The pa-
suk states: “מִִּ�תָּיד ר  ה… לְְהַַעֲֲלֹתֹ ֵנֵ צַַּ�תְּּ�וֶּ ה   You“- ”וְְאַַּ�תָּ
shall command… to raise up a constant flame” 
(Shemot 27:20).

The wording is striking. Instead of say-
ing *להדליק - to light - the Torah says * ־להע
-to raise up. Rashi explains that the Ko - לת
hen had to hold the flame to the wick until 
it rose on its own. Only once the fire became 
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self-sustaining could he step away.
At first glance, this seems technical. But it 

carries a powerful lesson about education and 
growth.

The Torah is teaching us what it means to 
guide another person. A parent, a rebbe, or 
any leader cannot live someone else’s life for 
them. Their role is not to create dependence. 
It is to patiently nurture that spark until it be-
comes an independent flame.

Real success is not measured by how long 
someone leans on you, but by how confidently 
they can stand and shine on their own.

The Menorah reminds us that every Jew al-
ready has oil within, already possesses inner 
light. Sometimes, all it takes is someone will-
ing to hold the match a little longer.

Perhaps that is why the flame is called 
“Tamid, ” constant, because once a soul truly 
catches fire on its own, that light never fully 
fades. 

Shabbat Shalom and Purim Sameach! 
( P.S.- Mazal Tov to my brother Micha on his 

Bar Mitzvah - may your flame continue to rise 
higher and burn brightly!) 




