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I'm 13 years old and | live in Jerusalem. My father made aliya in 1995. | was born and
raised in Jerusalem. | like how Israel attracts so many different Jews from all over the
planet. | also get inspiration from the different climates in Israel: the dessert, Negev,
Hermon, beaches and towns. | just got a new camera, and before | ordered it, | said
to myself: "The first picture I'll send to someone, will be to Torah Tidbits". This picture
was taken in Nachal Arugot, next to the Dead Sea. The pasuk that | think matches
the photo the most is from 2:0' NINW it is:"INN ™1 7X W' Dw |Nn".

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

€ Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad: 5 Adar/ Sat. night Feb. 21
7 Days After Molad: 8 Adar/ Tues. night Feb. 24
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Adar/ Tues. night March 3
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISR
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

Parshat Terumah is a parsha that fills the
heart with positive emotions. HaKadosh Ba-
ruch Hu asks Klal Yisrael to donate toward
something they have not yet seen: a Mishkan
that is designed to become the spiritual center
of Jewish life for them. And they give. “Gold,
silver, bronze, and blue, and purple, and scar-
let, and fine linen...” (Shemot 25:3-4) - the list
goes on and on, item after item. We know
that Klal Yisrael gave so generously that the
Kohanim hardly had anything left to contrib-
ute themselves.

When I look around at the generosity of
the Jewish people today, I see that that spir-
it of giving, which began in the desert, has
never stopped. It continues today among the
Jewish people in the most beautiful way. Ba-
ruch Hashem, every organization has its sup-
porters, its friends, its volunteers, its board
members, and the people who benefit from
its work.

I don’t think people support a particular
organization because they themselves will

In loving memory of

HaRav Dr. Fred S. Heuman 21
o+ 099N 972 WY 1990

on his fourth yahrzeit - 978 ’»

Deeply missed by his children
Varda & Moish Deutsch
Azriel & Chaya Heuman

Sheera & Chaim Shine
Iryah Mordechai
Judy & Bruce Listhaus
grandchildren
and great-grandchildren
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get some benefit from it. Rather, most people
give because they believe in the organization,
in its vision, and in the good it is doing for the
world, and many times for their own loved
ones. Whether it’s somebody supporting To-
rah Tidbits in memory of a loved one or in
celebration of major life events, or somebody
supporting an OU Israel Teen Center, or NCSY,
or JLIC — they see the impact and they say, “I
want to be part of that.” That feeling gives us
great confidence that we are continuing the
mesorah of our forefathers and foremothers
who built the first Mishkan. These incredi-
ble things cannot happen without Klal Yisra-
el reaching deep in their pockets and making
sure that the resources are there.

One of the unique aspects of the OU is that it
is such a massive organization, with so many
different elements, that supporters are often
interested in understanding not just what we
do here in Israel, but also the broader kashrut
operation — how the OU is constantly expand-
ing to more factories, restaurants, and hotels,
and the integrity and transparency that char-
acterize our certification. Between Rabbi Yis-
sachar Dov Krakowski, Rabbi Ezra Friedman,
Rabbi Yonatan Korach, and so many others
on our kashrut team here in Israel, people call
our Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut
Education and gain a deeper understanding
of what is happening behind the scenes.

I have had the chance to join our kashrut
team on visits to many OU-certified factories
here in Israel and abroad. These are the days
my children most enjoy coming to work with
me. On my most recent visit, I toured a factory



in Sderot that manufactures Tapuchips — the
Israeli version of Lay’s potato chips — as well
as Doritos and Cheetos, products that are
manufactured in Israel not only for the local
market but also for export to
the United States. Sderot holds
an especially warm place in
my heart, as we have an in-
credible OU Israel Teen Cen-
ter there that works with hun-
dreds of teens, and it is a city I
love visiting, especially seeing
its tremendous growth since
October 7th.

Walking through the factory,
I noticed differences that set
it apart from factories I have
visited in the United States or
elsewhere. The first
thing you cannot
help but notice is the
bomb shelters placed
throughout the facto-
ry. They are clearly
decorated to blend in
with the décor, but the
reality behind them is N ]
unmistakable. The M .
staff are trying to do something as simple as
manufacture potato chips and snacks for fam-
ilies and children to enjoy, yet they must have
bomb shelters within arm’s reach because the
time from when a siren goes off in Sderot un-
til you need to take shelter is roughly ten sec-
onds, a reality that Sderot residents have been
living with for decades.

Another thing you see in factories here in
Israel but rarely anywhere else in the world:
the factory has a designated shul with set
times for Mincha every day, sefarim on the
shelves, and people sitting and learning and

Ny
| D

davening. There is even a welcoming sign out-
side identifying it as the shul of the Tapuchips
factory.

The third difference is the sign for taking
terumot u’ma’asrot (tithes)
off the potatoes coming into
the factory. (When Lay’s pota-
to chips are manufactured in
America, the potatoes grown
locally in the United States are
not subject to terumot wma’as-
rot, because that obligation ap-
plies specifically to produce
grown in Eretz Yisrael.)

Walking through the facto-
ry and seeing all of these el-
ements together — the bomb
shelters, the shul, and the teru-
mot wma’asrot — gave
a powerful feeling of
what it means for a
factory to operate in
Israel. Yes, there are
mezuzot on the doors,
and everything is in
Hebrew, but also what
it means to live in Is-
rael and live a Jewish

In loving memory of
my beloved husband

o N YN 13 PR AN
Harry Grunstein 21
on his 7™ yartzeit

May the Torah learning
in this issue be 1nnwi nYY

Tzippy Grunstein,
The Grunstein, Slelatt,
Henryson families
his children and grandchildren
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life is woven into the fabric of everyday work.

This got me thinking about something I of-
ten share when I take families and OU sup-
porters to visit army bases, to meet alumni of
our teen centers who are currently serving in
the IDF. Whether we come to do a barbecue
for the soldiers, bring them simcha, or help
them out, I always ask my guests: what is the
difference between the IDF and every other
army in the world? People usually answer,
“Because everybody’s Jewish.” But that’s not
entirely accurate — the IDF includes Druze sol-
diers and others who are not Jewish.

What I tell people is the following: First, on
every door throughout the army there is a me-
zuza. Then, all the food in the army is kosher.
An American Jewish soldier serving in the
Marines or the Navy can request kosher food,
but the entire army does not operate under
the assumption that all food must be kosher.
Here in Israel, we have a Chief Rabbinate of
the army that works closely with our kashrut
team to ensure kosher food is provided.

May the learning
in this Torah Tidbits
be mnwi 1YY our beloved parents

MURRAY FISHER 21
o+ A9 11T 12 YN

on his 39" yahrzeit
and

LILLIAN FISHER a7h
7y PYNY N2 INY

on her 4™ yahrzeit

Deeply missed by their family
and all those who were
blessed to know them

Susan Gopstein, Joel Fisher,
Karen Weiss and all their families

Another difference is that every army base
has a shul and a sefer Torah.

These differences reflect the clear essence
of who we are as a people. When I think
about the terumah we give, these donations
define what is important to us. Just as we gave
our terumah to build a Mishkan for Klal Yisra-
el, so too in every army base and every facto-
ry here in Israel, we make sure there is a shul
where people can daven and talk to HaKadosh
Baruch Hu while at work. It is these things
that bring us closer to HaKadosh Baruch Hu
and allow us to pass on the values that are
important to the Jewish people — whether it
is tzedaka and giving terumah, listening to the
Torah and placing mezuzot on our doors, eat-
ing kosher, or fulfilling the biblical command-
ment of v’nishmartem me’od Unafshoteichem
(you shall guard yourselves very carefully) by
making sure there is a bomb shelter inside a
factory in Sderot so that workers are as safe
as possible while manufacturing food for Klal
Yisrael.

May we all continue enjoying OU kosher
products, shepping nachas from the great pro-
grams we are running across the country, and
making sure we all try to get as involved as
possible — supporting, volunteering, joining
boards - giving our little terumah to Klal Yis-
rael every single day.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

A7
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilial
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658
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Lenny Davidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea
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Tours in Israel
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TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling
Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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Keren Malki empowers
families of children
with special needs in
- Israel to choose home
~ care. Donations are
~ tax-approved in Israel,
~ US and UK. ' F:
Honoring the memory of |
Malka Chana Roth 1"'71
1985-2001, killed in the
Sbarro bombing.
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Ad Chatzi Hamalchut: The
Al Agsa Flood and Purim

Today’s Hamans set out to destroy us
yet with God’s help the entire story turned
around, v’nahapoch hu. What began with a
devastating attack on Israel led to the near
collapse of Iran and its proxies, fundamental-
ly changing the power dynamics in the Mid-
dle East. G-d’s hand is recognized not only in
exploding beepers, intercepted missiles, and
buses blowing up empty, but - astoundingly
—in the many remarkable stories of hostages
and their families recognizing and embracing
G-d from the bowels of Gaza and the depths of
despair. Purim in the making!

The obsessive hatred that the Jewish people
have encountered throughout history cannot
be explained in geopolitical terms. Our Sag-
es (Shabbat 89b) sourced that hatred in the
world’s reaction to the special relationship
G-d established with the Jews at Sinai, causing
sinah (hatred) to descend upon the nations of
the world. Antisemitism is rooted in our cho-
senness and seeks to destroy our unique con-
nection to the divine. Even the current war
against the Jews — similar to the Hebron and
Jerusalem pogroms of 1929 - is characterized
by its perpetrators as the Al Agsa Flood, a re-
action to the perceived Jewish return to the
Mikdash. Ramban in his introduction to our
parsha (Terumah) described the Mishkarn/Mik-
dash as a continuation of Sinai. That is why

8 TORAH TIDBITS 1649 / TERUMAH

any restoration of the Jewish connection to
the Mikdash reawakens the sinah (hatred) of
Sinai.

This same phenomenon is the subtext of the
Purim story, occurring as it did in the period
between the two Temples. This story of an-
tisemitism was driven by the desire to keep the
already exiled Jewish people away from their
G-d, as the narrative begins with Achashverosh
throwing a party celebrating the dashing of our
dream to return to Yerushalayim (see Megillah
11b), and continues with his constant refrain
limiting Esther’s requests to “half the king-
dom, ” which the Talmud (Megillah 15b) sees as
drawing a firm line against allowing her to re-
start the rebuilding of the Mikdash. Yet despite
Haman’s and Achashverosh’s best efforts, the
Purim story led to the kiymu v’kiblu recommit-
ment of Klal Yisrael to Sinai (Shabbat 88a) and
to the resumption of the rebuilding of the Mik-
dash under the leadership of King Darius, son
of Esther. The nations despise us for our stub-
born connection to G-d, but every effort they
make to disrupt that connection is doomed to
failure, even if we must find our way back us-
ing a different path.

Just as we saw Hashem “face-to-face” at Si-
nai (Devarim 5:4), a visit to the Beit Hamik-
dash is described by the Torah (Shemot 23:17)
as going to see the face of G-d, and it is only in



the Mikdash that Hashem’s full name is said.
During the period of the Purim story when we
could not go to the Mikdash to see His face or
hear His name, His miracles remained hid-
den and His name left unmentioned in the
Megillah, but that did not mean that He was
not there. On Purim we discovered that G-d
remained with us but unseen, acting behind
the scenes with hidden miracles, neis nistar.
The Talmud (Chullin 139b) underscores this
by connecting the name Esther to G-d’s pledge
(Devarim 31:18) to render Himself invisible by
hiding His face from us during difficult times,
v’anochi hasteir astir (spelled as Esther) pa-
nai bayom hahu. This feeds Haman’s ultimate
frustration, as he comes to the realization that
even without our being able to see G-d’s face
in His Mikdash, we nevertheless remained
connected to Him.

That is the true story of Purim, “hide and
go seek”. G-d may hide His face, but we will
search for Him and find Him. The Jewish re-
lationship with G-d is uninterrupted such that
when He chooses to go into hiding, we under-
take to bring Him out in the open, noticing
and acknowledging Him in the hiddenness.
That is why as we enter Adar and the Purim
season of Divine hiddenness, we read the sec-
tions of the Torah instructing us to build the
Mikdash, to establish His home and visible
presence within us where we will be able - so
to speak - to again see His face.

During these difficult days, Hashem con-
tinues to send us so many signs of His pres-
ence, of the durability of that connection. He
seems to be inviting us to help Him emerge
from hiding. Let’s respond to that and not
keep His kindness a secret. “Shiru lo zamru lo
sichu b’chol nifl’otav. Sing to Him, make mu-
sic to Him, tell of all His miracles.” (Tehillim
105:2) m
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Owning a sea-view property
as a holiday home or excellent
investment will only
add to your joy!

davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com
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DETECTIVES
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We get it right ™

Water Leaks? Mold and Mildew?
Peeling or Bubbling Paint?

* Infrared thermal imaging inspections.

* Certified professional trained inspectors.
* Comprehensive reports.

* Ingpections for Insurance claims.

* Pipe cameras, Tracer gas.

» Acoustic testing, balloon tests and more.
- Waterproafing, plumbing, reofing.
- Inspection before purchase.

Call today for a FREE

phane cansultation

053-712-0322
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OU... BEYOND KASHRUT
Chizuk in the Form of Mishloach Manot

QOU Israel Teen Centers operate in 18 locations throughout Israel, supporting teens in Israel’s peripheral
regions as they work to overcome disadvantaged backgrounds. One of the strongest pathways to
breaking cycles of poverty and building a stable future is meaningful IDF or National Service. On
average, 94% of QU Israel Teen Centers alumni enroll in the IDF and National Service, where they gain
confidence, life skills, and the connections that help them succeed in higher education and beyond.

Every year, our Teen Centers advisors walk side by side with graduating seniors as they prepare for

the next chapter. They help each teen find the right IDF or Sherut Leumi placement, prepare them
emotionally and practically for the transition, and then stay in close touch long after graduation. Our
alumni know they are not “former participants.” They are part of our family, with trusted mentors who
continue checking in, showing up, and providing chizuk throughout their service

In the weeks leading up to Purim, our staff and advisors deliver Mishloach Manot to our alumni serving
in uniform, bringing them Simchat Purim and a powerful reminder that they are seen and supported.
This year, as our chayalim have been fighting non-stop for more than two years since October 7, many
serving in intense conditions across multiple fronts, it is our responsibility to show up
for themin a real way. Due to the ongoing war, we have expanded the campaign to
reach additional chayalim on bases, ensuring more soldiers feel the warmth of Purim
and the strength of a community standing behind them.

Donate Mishloach Manot for Chayalim

Each week, we share one QU Israel initiative empowering lives and communities in our homeland,

supporting English-speaking olim in their kfita and supporting Israel’s most vulnerable teens to
rebuild trust, confidence, and a future.
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Find the help
you need in
Israel...in

Olimfavorites.com

With close to 400 ads for English speaking
service providers, businesses, real estate (and
more!), Olim Favorites is an incredible resource

for Anglo olim.

Join our new admin-only posting
WhatsApp chat. We feature Anglo-

week.

B SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF
Advanced sealing system

> Licensed sealer
> 23 years of experience
> Warranty on every job

We specialize in sealing roof and
building walls, constructing and
repairing roof tiles, constructing and
repairing drainpipes, sealing balconies,
basements and pools.

Our company uses only Sli-certified
approved by Ministry of Health.

Among our clients: the Jerusalem
municipality, Bezeq, Ben Gurion Airporl,
house committees and more.

visit and consultation - no strings attached

FAIREST PRICE GUARANTEED!

Email: gagotshlomo@gmail.com
Shlomo: 050-266-9766 g :

Office: 052-774-3343 §
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H&T Property Investments
Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE

Abarbanel St, Rechavia
Exclusive

* Luxury Large 4 Room

170 sq.m plus 120 sg.m garden

« Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
» Completely renovated

* Private entrance

« High ceilings and underfloor heating

Nava: 052-4810205
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT TERUMAH

Parshat Terumah contains the instructions
to build the Mishkan. Moshe calls to bring ma-
terials. Then commands to build the Mishkan.
The Aron to house the 10 commandments.
The Table for the breads. The Menorah. The
coverings over the Mishkan. The structure
of the Mishkan. The Altar for offerings. The
structure of the courtyard surrounding the
Mishkan.

W 1ST ALIYA (25:1-16)
R 3 Moshe is instructed to tell the
N “

people to bring donations of mate-
rials: gold, silver, copper, woven material, an-
imal skins, oil, incense, and jewels. Make Me
a sanctuary and I will dwell amongst them.
Make an Aron: wood overlaid with gold, poles
with which to carry. And place into the Aron
the tablets that I will give you.

The word Mishkan means a place to dwell.
And as radical as this sounds, G-d is com-
manding us to build Him a home in this
world, a place to dwell in this world. How
the Eternal, Infinite One dwells on earth is
the stuff of philosophers. But dwell He (or

Under 74 and a half

Don't wait until too late
To get Private Health Cover

For Serious Medical Issues

NOT covered by Kupat Cholim

Normanz@shaham-orian.co.il = 054-4258671

Licensed Insurance Prafassional
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Shechina, She) does.

And this command to create a place for
Him to dwell is the final step in the descent of
G-d into our world. For the Torah is the story
of G-d’s reach for man.

When we view in a broad sweep the major
pivotal stories in the Torabh, it is the story of a
step-by-step descent of G-d, moving closer and
closer to man.

Beginning with creating the world. And cre-
ating man in His Image. That by itself is an ex-
pression of love. Why in the world would the
Master of the Universe choose to create a be-
ing in His Image? It sounds like, not to be trite,
but it sounds like He wants a friend, a partner,
an engagement.

He initiates contact with Adam and Eve,
blessing them, commanding them. And inter-
acts with Cain and with Noah, even binding
Himself following the flood to never again de-
stroy the world, a statement of commitment to
man despite our failings.

And in a further dramatic reach, He initi-
ates contact with Avraham, promising the
Land; a stretch of His Hand to Avraham to
pull him closer.

In Egypt, the interaction changes. Up until
now G-d has been at a distance, interacting,
promising but letting man meander in this
world. In Egypt, it all changes. He intervenes,
manipulates nature to redeem the people
from Egypt. Then He splits the Sea.

He has gone well beyond merely speaking
to man. Now He is engaging in our world, put-
ting His arm around our people.

Finally, Sinai: Descending on the mountain,



speaking with the entire people.

This is all a process, step by step, of descent
into this world.

A place to dwell consistently, not just spo-
radically on earth is the natural next step.
Well, the natural next step in this radical pro-
cess of the Master of the Universe’s descent
into our world. This descent is now not just
sporadic. It is permanent.

"/" 2ND ALIYA (25:17-30)
'/k\O} Cover the Aron with a gold cov-

er, from which 2 angels, facing each
other, with outstretched wings emerge. I will
meet and speak with you there, from between
the angels that are on the Aron. Make a table
of wood overlaid with gold, with poles with
which to carry. The Lechem Hapanim shall be
placed there permanently.

The Aron is the home of the tablets of the 10
Commandments. These tablets are a remind-
er, a depiction of the momentous descent of
the Divine onto the mountain. The tablets
are not so much a recording of the particu-
lar mitzvot, but a recording of the meaning of
the moment. The Divine descent to speak to
man. Now, etched in stone, as a reminder of
the moment.

And to emphasize that it is the presence
of G-d that is represented by the tablets in
the Aron, the cover has two angels, wings
outstretched. We know from later books of
Tanach, of Isaiah and of the vision in the first
chapter of Ezekiel, that the Divine is depicted
surrounded by winged angels.

As such, the Aron with the winged angels on
top is meant to represent G-d’s Presence. This
is the place where He dwells.

The Holy of Holies, where this Aron will be
placed, is like His private inner Chamber.

W 3RD ALIYA (25:31-26:14)

.K\O‘ Fashion a Menorah from solid

gold, decorated with cups, knobs and blos-
soms with 7 lights. Make it in the form you
saw at Sinai. Fashion curtains woven of tch-
elet, purple and red with cherubim. These
long curtains are to overlay the entire Mish-
kan as both a roof and covering of the sides of
the building. They are to be made in sections
and then joined. On top of these, fashion cur-
tains of goat hair. And on top of that a cover of
red ram and tachash skins.

Both the table with the bread and the Me-
norah are placed outside the Holy of Holies.
Though not mentioned here, they are joined
by the incense altar.

One could view this as a minimalist home.
The inner private quarters, the Holy of Ho-
lies. And the outer chamber, with a light and
a table with food. These three items cover our
senses: sight, taste and smell. Menorah for
light, sight. The Table with bread, taste. The
incense, smell.

The Mishkan consists of these two areas, the
Holy of Holies and the outer area. These two
areas are covered with 3 coverings. These cov-
erings form the roof of the building.

The 1st set of coverings is made of colored
woven wool with a woven design of angels.
These multiple curtains are draped all the
way from the ground on one side of the build-
ing, up over the top and down on the oth-
er side, reaching almost all the way to the
ground.

The 2nd set of draped curtains is made of
goat hair. These were placed on top of the
first, completely covering them, reaching
closer to the ground. The beautifully woven
1st set of curtains was not seen at all to those
on the outside of the Mishkan. They would on-
ly be seen by the kohanim who entered the
Mishkan.

The 3rd set of leather or fur curtains lay on
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top of the black goat hair curtains.
These curtains create the private, seques-
tered nature of the Mishkan.

"/" 4TH ALIYA (26:15-37)
K’) Make panels of wood overlaid

with gold. These will sit in silver
sockets. The series of gold overlaid panels will
be 30 amot, in total, along the sides. One end
will have 10 amot of these panels.

The kohanim were permitted to enter this
Mishkan. They would see gold walls and peer-
ing up would see the colored woven curtain
with the angel design.

X 5TH ALIYA (27:1-8)

ﬁ Make a parochet, a curtain of

: woven colored wool with the de-
sign of an angel. This will divide the Holy of
Holies from the outer area. The Aron will be
in the Holy of Holies. The Table and Menorah
will be outside of this curtain. The entrance
at the opposite end of this building from the
Holy of Holies shall have a woven curtain as
its wall.

The Aron was not visible to the kohanim;
it is hidden behind a colored woven curtain
with the angel design. They would see the Me-
norah and Table with breads as well as an in-
cense altar (not yet described).

This parochet, or curtain, is made of colored
wool, woven with a pattern of Cherubim or
angels. This same design of wool woven with
cherubim or angels is found 3 times. The pa-
rochet in front of the Holy of Holies. The cur-
tain hanging at the entrance to the Mishkan.
And the curtains or drapings that cover the
entire Mishkan, visible from the inside.

What did these cherubim in the design look
like?

The Talmud says that the cover over the
entire Mishkan and the Parochet in front of
the Holy of Holies had a different design on
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the 2 sides of the curtain. On one side was a
winged angel that looked like an eagle. The
other was a winged angel that looked like a
lion. The curtain that hung at the entrance to
the Mishkan had only a lion angel design on
both sides.

These multiple angel designs reinforce the
depiction of the Divine surrounded by angels.

’}‘ 6TH ALIYA (27:9-19)
vk\‘} Make an altar of 5 square amot

with horns at its corners, overlaid
with copper. All the utensils, the pots, shov-
els, pans, and forks shall be of copper. Poles of
wood overlaid with copper are placed in rings
to carry the altar.

An ama, or cubit, is the length from the
elbow to your finger tips. Which would be
about a foot and a half, or a half meter. 5
amot would be 7 ¥ feet by 7 ¥z feet. This altar
is quite a bit larger than any of the other ob-
jects in the Mishkan.

There are 2 sections to the Mishkan, one
covered, one open. The inner covered section
houses the Menorah, the Table, the Incense Al-
tar and the Holy of Holies with the Aron.

In front of this covered chamber or build-
ing is a large courtyard described in the next
aliya. This is where the large altar is placed.
While the Mishkan building was covered en-
tirely, this altar and courtyard area is open to
the sky.

R 7TH ALIYA (27:9-19)
LA
I’z\“ Make curtains of fine white linen

for the courtyard surrounding the
Mishkan. The curtains shall hang from poles.
The courtyard shall be 100 amot long by 50
amot wide. The curtain at the entrance of the
courtyard shall be of colorful woven wool.
The white linen curtains, open to the sky,
could give the feeling of clouds, of the heav-
ens. The light of the Menorah and the smoke



of the incense could evoke the fire and smoke
of Mt. Sinai. And the 2-fold structure, of the
inner section and the outside section could
evoke the scene of Mt. Sinai; the people at a
distance and Moshe closer in.

As such, the Mishkan is the home of the
Shechina dwelling in our midst, like its de-
scent at Sinai. And like at Sinai, the inner Holy
of Holies is restricted to just one man; at Sinai
it was Moshe on the mountain, in the Mishkan
it is the kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur.

The outer area with the Menorah is restrict-
ed to kohanim. And the outside area is for the
people. Like at Sinai, the people stand at a dis-
tance. And like Sinai, where the people with-
drew from fear of the encounter with the Di-
vine, so too here, the curtains divide the areas
so the people stay at a healthy distance.

This structure communicates that while we
are elated at the notion of an earthly place
of contact between man and G-d, we also re-
coil at His transcendence. This tension is con-
veyed through the coverings, a symbolic way

to convey a message of the sublime, mysteri-
ous, hidden, ineffable experience of the Di-
vine contact with the earthly.

HAFTORAH: 1 MELACHIM 5:26 - 6:13

This week’s haftorah describes the building
of the Holy Temple under the leadership of
King Shlomo, echoing this week’s Torah por-
tion which describes the construction of the
Mishkan.

The haftorah discusses the manpower that
Shlomo recruited for the building of the Ho-
ly Temple. Also discussed are the transporta-
tion of the stone, the laying of the foundation,
as well as the dimensions of the Holy Temple.

The haftorah concludes with G-d’s word to
King Shlomo: “This house which you are build-
ing, if you walk in My statutes, and execute My
ordinances, and keep all My commandments
to walk in them; then will I establish My word
with you, which I spoke to David your father.
And I will dwell among the children of Israel,
and will not forsake My people, Israel.” m
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“And there were eight boards, and their silver sockets of silver, sixteen sockets; two sockets un-
der one board, and two sockets under another board.” (26:25)

Why, when describing the building of the Mishkan, is the language of “Adanim” used in describ-
ing the sockets or bases? The word “Adanim” seems to suggest “lordship”- “Adanoot”?

The Kli Yakar (Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim from Luntschitz 1550-1619) relates that the different
units in building G-d’s Tabernacle have Divine hints to our behavior in general. This unit called
“Adanim” teaches us an important lesson in humility. The bases or sockets were the lowest
parts of the structure and the beams leaned on them. Nevertheless, they were referred to as
“Adanim”-"lords”. This technical aspect can hint to us that an individual should be lowly in his
own eyes and not internalize when stepped on by others. Acting with such humility even when
bothered and not reacting when insulted will lead G-d to raise such a person and make him
great. On the other hand, upon reaching a great stature in life, he must remain humble. He
should always remember, all honor received is a gift from G-d. He needs always to remember his
shortcomings and that he really is nothing more than a lowly base or socket in a Divine structure.

Shabbat Shalom

OU ISRAEL CENTER 15



YOUR ANGLO COMMUNITY HARTT
IN THE GOLAN RAII

D ESI GN

Luxury villas in Katzrin

240 luxury villas for year-round
living, vacation home, or investment.

New premium neighborhood designed
by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.

Warm, welcoming Anglo community with
nearby shuls, cafes, amenities.

Triple

Planned transport links will bring Haifa
to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.
Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.

For more information Daniel Cohen Villas starting
+972-54-219-6594 daniel@harama.co.il from 2.85m NIS

20/80 payment terms
- ’111'19!’% grrarns  OB= 250N Delivery Summer 2028




19th of 54 sedras; 7th of 11 in Shemot.
Written on 154.8 lines in a Torah (43rd).
9 Parshiyot; 4 open, 5 closed.

96 pesukim - ranks 38 (9th in Shemot).
1145 words - ranks 45 (10th in Shemot).
4692 letters - ranks 41 (9th in Shemot).
Terumabh is a short sedra with very short
pesukim.

o
’k\’ MITZVOT

3 mitzvot; 2 positive, 1 prohibition.

One of the mitzvot asei in the sedrais a
super-mitzvah, in that it includes the ma-
ny commands to make all the furnish-
ings of the Mikdash. Further, the fulfill-
ment of this mitzvah facilitates many
others.
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There is a well-known joke that is told about
the Jews which I find particularly sad. The joke
tells of a group of explorers who find a Jew
who has been stranded on a desert island for
years. As he takes them around the island and
shows them how he survived, they find that he
built two synagogues for himself. When asked
why he needs two since he is all alone, he says
that one is the one he prays in, and the other is
the one he would never walk into.

This joke, if you can call it that, makes a dis-
couraging comment about some of our peo-
ple. Some of us seem to have a favorite house
in which to worship and another house which
we stubbornly shun.

It is true that every Jew needs at least two
houses of worship. But he must enter both of
them. One is his synagogue, and the other is

IP7IY nwn 10
-zl, |1'D NNIY 30-D N7YN7 - NDIN 701D

%/  Milah With
‘-_ g qRav Moshe

‘ Certified Mohel
Guiding families through a
rh\eaningful N9'N N2 experience
= for over 30 Years

!
058-622-3123 | RavMoshe@milah.net | milah.net

18 TORAH TIDBITS 1649 / TERUMAH

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

his home.

Jewish worship takes place in the home to
an even greater extent than in the synagogue.
It is in the home that we recite grace after
meals, prayers upon awakening and before
bedtime, special prayers before Shabbat can-
dle lighting, and countless informal prayers
and benedictions.

The synagogue, on the other hand, is the
place for formal prayer and for communal
worship.

In this week’s Torah portion, Parshat Teru-
mah, we learn of the very first house of wor-
ship: The Mishkan, or Tabernacle. We also
learn about some of the furnishings which
were essential to the construction of this
house.

I want to suggest that these furnishings are
not merely of historical import but are nec-
essary in both the public synagogue and the
private home.

The first three components mentioned
in this week’s Torah portion are the Ark, in
which the tablets with the Ten Command-
ments, and according to some the entire
Torah, are contained; the holy Table upon
which twelve breads were placed every Sab-
bath; and the golden Menorah, exquisitely
decorated.

These three vessels are also prominent fea-
tures of both synagogue and home and indeed
should be so.

Like the Tabernacle of old, every synagogue
today has an ark in which the Torah scrolls,
often along with scrolls of the Prophets and of
the Megilot, are contained.



In our faith, traditional holy texts are at the
core of our worship. The original holy texts
were housed in the Tabernacle’s Ark, and lat-
er in the Ark of the holy Temple in Jerusalem.
So too, in the contemporary synagogue, the
holy texts are central to our worship experi-
ence, and every occupant of the synagogue
faces those texts as he or she prays.

Where, you might ask, is the analog of the
Ark in one’s private home? I maintain that the
bookcase is the Ark of one’s personal dwell-
ing. Ideally, that bookcase contains the entire
Jewish Bible, along with essential commentar-
ies and classic Jewish texts.

So the Ark, which was situated prominently
in the Tabernacle, is a feature of both of our
“houses of worship”; our synagogue and our
home.

So too, with the table. A wooden table cov-
ered over with a layer of gold occupied a place
of honor in the Tabernacle. The food kept
there, the “shew bread” was distributed to
the priests on duty every Sabbath. This table
symbolized the divine blessings of sustenance.

Every synagogue has a bima that is analo-
gous in many ways to the table in the Taber-
nacle. The synagogue’s table is the place from
which the Torah is read and from which God’s
spiritual nourishment is shared.

In traditional synagogues, this table is not
placed up front, on stage as it were, for spec-
tators to behold. Rather, it is placed in the mid-
dle of the synagogue sanctuary, among the
people. The message is clear: The table sym-
bolizes God’s spiritual providence and boun-
ty and as such is something of which every
member of the congregation should partake.

The table in the home, equally sacred, is
the place for physical nourishment. A beau-
tiful Talmudic expression has it that “the ta-
ble is like an altar.” Whereas the Jew of old

expressed his ultimate sense of worship by of-
fering a sacrifice upon the altar, the contem-
porary Jew worships God by sharing the food
on his table with other individuals.

Again, like the Ark, the table which glori-
fied the ancient tabernacle persists as a cen-
tral feature of both of our modern houses of
worship, our synagogues and our homes.

Finally, the golden Menorah which beauti-
fied the historic tabernacle and the later Be-
it HaMikdash. Just about every synagogue I
ever attended features a menorah in a very
conspicuous place. And Hanukkah menorot
occupy a place of honor in the Judaic art col-
lections of even the humblest Jewish home.

There is a symbolism to the Menorah which
is even more apt when applied to the two
houses of worship we have been discussing.
The Menorah symbolizes light; the light of wis-
dom, the light of the intellect. A central feature
of Judaism is that it is not a mystical religion
based upon blind faith or irrational emotions.
Quite the contrary. Our faith is largely based
upon reason and is respectful of the power
of the intellect and the gift of true wisdom.
Thus, many commentators see a connection
between the seven branches of the Menorah
and the seven classical sciences, or categories
of knowledge. The Torah is pre-eminently sa-
cred, but other sources of wisdom are import-
ant and have their place.

So too, in our two houses of worship. Our
synagogues must allow for the expression of
knowledge from all human sources. As Mai-
monides put it, “We must accept the truth
from wherever it comes.” For him, that meant
even from the ancient Greek philosophers.

Our private homes must be open to the
truths of science, of literature, and of other cul-
tures. The intellectual life should not be seen
as threatening to our religious belief. A life of
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Torah is made more sublime when it is appro-
priately enriched by the wisdom of the world.

When some people read this week’s por-
tion, they are frequently put off by the details
of an ancient religious structure which seems
to have little relevance for their lives. But by
looking a little more deeply, and with a dose
of creative contemplation, there is much to
be learned from even the most technical and
seemingly outdated passages of our Torah.

I hope that my suggestions in this week’s
column help the reader connect the Ark, the
Table, and the Menorah of the Tabernacle in
the wilderness to the ark, the table and the
menorah of our own synagogues.

I hope, too, that the reader can take the fur-
ther step and see his or her own home as a
house of worship and discover, or construct,
arks and the tables and menorot in the places
dearest to us.
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RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Two Narratives of Creation

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi »2y%
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l
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The Torah describes two acts of creation:
God’s creation of the universe, and the Isra-
elites’ creation of the Mikdash, or Mishkan,
the Sanctuary that travelled with them in
the desert, the prototype of the Temple in
Jerusalem.

The connection between them is not inci-
dental. As a number of commentators have
noted, the Torah invokes a series of verbal
parallels between them. The effect is un-
mistakable. The latter mirrors the former.
As God made the universe, so He instruct-
ed the Israelites to make the Mishkan. It is
their first great constructive and collabora-
tive act after crossing the Red Sea, leaving
the domain of Egypt and entering their new
domain as the people of God. Just as the uni-
verse began with an act of creation, so Jew-
ish history (the history of a redeemed peo-
ple) begins with an act of creation:

“And you shall sanctify it and all its ves-

“And God made the beasts
of the earth” (Gen. 1:25)

“Make a table”
(Ex. 25:23)

“And God saw all that He
had made, and behold it
was very good.” (Gen. 1:31)

“Moses saw all the
skilled work and be-
hold they had done it;
as God commanded it,
they had done it.”

pleted.” (Gen. 2:1)

(Ex. 39:43)
“The heavens and earth and | “All the work of the
all of their array were com- | Tabernacle of the Tent

of Meeting was com-
pleted” (Ex. 39:32)

“And God completed all the
work that He had done”
(Gen. 2:2)

“And Moses completed
the work” (Ex. 40:33)

“And God blessed” “And Moses blessed”
(Gen. 2:3) (Ex. 39:43)

“And sanctified it” “And you shall sanctify
(Gen. 2:3) it and all its vessels”

(Ex. 40:9)

sels.” (Shemot 40:9)

The Universe (Bereishit)

The Mishkan (Shemot)

“And God made the sky”
(Gen. 1:7)

“They shall make Me
a Sanctuary” (Ex. 25:8)

“And God made the two
great lights” (Gen. 1:16)

“They shall make
an Ark” (Ex. 25:10)
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The key words - make, see, complete, bless,
sanctify, work, behold - are the same in both
narratives. The effect is to suggest that mak-
ing the Mishkan was, for the Israelites, what
creating the universe was for God.

Yet the disparity is extraordinary. The cre-
ation of the universe takes a mere 34 verses
(Bereishit ch. 1, together with the first three
verses of Bereishit ch. 2). The making of



the Mishkan takes hundreds of verses (Ter-
umah, Tetzaveh, part of Ki Tissa, Vayakhel,
and Pekudei) - considerably more than ten
times as long. Why? The universe is vast. The
Sanctuary was small, a modest construction
of poles and drapes that could be dismantled
and carried from place to place as the Israel-
ites journeyed through the wilderness. Given
that the length of any passage in the Torah is
a guide to the significance it attaches to an
episode or law, why devote so much time and
space to the Tabernacle? The answer is pro-
found. The Torah is not man’s book of God. It
is God’s book of humankind. It is not difficult
for an infinite, omnipotent Creator to make
a home for humanity. What is difficult is for
human beings, in their finitude and vulnera-
bility, to make a home for God. Yet that is the
purpose, not only of the Mishkan in particu-
lar but of the Torah as a whole.

A Midrash puts it graphically:

“It came to pass on the day that Moses fin-
ished erecting the Tabernacle” [Num. 7:1] -
Rabbi [Judah HaNasi] said, “Wherever it says
‘and it came to pass’, it refers to something
new.” Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai said, “Wher-
ever it says ‘and it came to pass’, it refers to
something that existed in the past, and was
then interrupted, and then returned to its
original situation.”

This is the meaning of the words “I have
come into My garden, My sister, My bride”
(Song of Songs 5:1). When the Holy One,
blessed be He, created the universe, He de-
sired to have a dwelling place in the lower
worlds, as He has in the upper worlds. He
summoned Adam and said, “You are free
to eat from any tree in the garden; but you
must not eat from the tree of knowledge of
good and evil” but Adam transgressed the
command. The Holy One, blessed be He, said

AT
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to him: “This is what I wanted, that just as I
have a dwelling-place in the upper worlds, so
I wished to have a dwelling place in the low-
er worlds. I commanded you one thing, and
you did not keep it!” Immediately, God with-
drew His Presence to the heavens...

[The Midrash then lists the subsequent sins
of humankind, each of which caused the Di-
vine Presence to withdraw one more level
from the earth. Then came Abraham and his
descendants, each of whom brought the Di-
vine Presence one stage closer...]

Then came Moses and brought the Divine
Presence down to earth. When? When the
Tabernacle was erected. Then the Holy One,
blessed be He, said: “I have come into My
garden, My sister, My bride” - I have come to
that which I desired [from the outset]. This
is the meaning of “It came to pass on the day
that Moses finished erecting the Tabernacle”
- the source of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai’s
statement that “Wherever it says ‘and it came
to pass’ it refers to something that existed in
the past, and was then interrupted, and then
returned to its original situation.” (Tanchu-
mah [Buber], Naso, 24)

The Tabernacle, small and fragile though
it was, was an event of cosmic significance.
It brought the Divine Presence [the Shechi-
nah, which comes from the same root as
Mishkan] down from heaven to earth. How,
though, are we to understand this idea? It is
contained in one of the key words of the To-
rah, namely kadosh, “holy”.

As the Jewish mystics noted, creation in-
volves an act of self-limitation on the part
of the Creator. The word olam, “universe” is
directly related to the word ne-elam, mean-
ing “hidden”. For there to be the possibility
of a being with freewill, choice, and moral
responsibility, God cannot be a ubiquitously
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tangible Presence. When the Israelites heard
the voice of God at Sinai, they said to Moses,
“Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But
do not have God speak to us or we will die”
(Ex. 20:19). The direct, unmediated Presence
of God is overwhelming.

The infinite crowds out the finite. God is
like a parent; and unless a parent lets go,
the child will never learn to walk. Letting
go means that the child will stumble and
fall, but not forever. Eventually it will learn
to walk. So it is with other forms of learn-
ing-by-doing. At various stages a parent
must progressively withdraw to leave space
for the child to grow. So too God must with-
draw if humanity - made in His image - is
eventually to become His “partner in the
work of creation”. Creation is an act of Divine
self-limitation.

This, however, creates a paradox. If God
is perceptible everywhere, there is no room
for humankind. But if God is perceptible
nowhere, how can humanity know Him,
reach Him, or understand what He wants
from us? The answer - already hinted at in
the account of creation itself - is that God
reserves, in several dimensions, a domain
that is peculiarly His. The first is in time -
the seventh day (and eventually, the seventh
month, the seventh year, and the jubilee at
the end of the seventh cycle of sabbatical
years). The second was among the nations
after their division into multiple languag-
es and civilisations - the covenantal peo-
ple, the children of Israel. The third was in
space - the Tabernacle. Each of these is holy,
meaning, a point at which the Divine Pres-
ence emerges from hiddenness to exposure,
from concealment to revelation. As Shabbat
is to time, so the Tabernacle was to space:
kadosh, holy, set apart, God’s domain. The



holy is the metaphysical arena where heav-
en and earth meet.

That meeting has specific parameters. It is
where God rules, not humankind. Therefore
it is associated with the renunciation of the
autonomous human will. There is no room
for private initiative on the part of human-
kind. That is why, later, Nadav and Avihu die
because they bring a fire-offering that “was
not commanded.” Just as chol (“the secular”)
is where God practises self-limitation to cre-
ate space for humankind, so kodesh is where
human beings engage in self-limitation to
create space for God.

That is why the creation of the Taberna-
cle by the Israelites is the counterpart of
the creation of the universe by God. Both
were acts of self-renunciation whereby the
one made space for the other. The elabo-
rate detail with which the Torah describes
the making of the Mishkan is to show that
none of it was done at the initiative of Mo-
ses, or Betzalel, or the Israelites themselves.
Hence the lack of parallelism at one crucial
point. Whereas after the creation of the uni-
verse we read, “And God saw all that He had
made, and behold it was very good” (Bere-
ishit 1:31), after the making of the Mishkan
we read, “Moses saw all the skilled work
and behold they had done it; as God com-
manded it, they had done it.”

When it comes to the holy, “as God com-
manded it” is the human equivalent of the
Divine “it was very good”. Chol is the space
God makes for man. Kodesh is the space we
make for God. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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Bright family cottage with garden and attic.
Prime central Efrat location near parks and schools.

MORADOT HAZAYIT, EFRAT

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of
Zayit, Efrat. Spacious apartments, breathtaking views.

Estimated cost: ™ 1,990,000

For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with parking and sukkah balcony.
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Rooftop duﬁlex on a quiet street with terrace and open
views, bright with 3 exposures, Mamad, storage, easy
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

Construction
That Led to
Destruction

Parashat Terumah opens up the world of
sacrificial rite to Israel by detailing the con-
struction of the Mishkan, describing the ves-
sels required for the rites and enumerating
the raw materials necessary for the project.
Our haftarah parallels the parasha, describ-
ing the construction of the Bayit Rishon in de-
tail by including the specific dimensions of
each part of the building. And, although our
haftarah does not include the chapter’s de-
scription of all the Temple’s vessels (found in
subsequent p’sukim), it does contain a closing
phrase that parallels the promise we read in
the parasha, i.e., Hashem’s pledge to dwell in
the midst of Israel through the presence of His
shechina in the Mikdash, just as He promised
regarding the Mishkan.

BROTHERS
2L MOVING CO.

THE STRONGEST... THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Given these common themes, there is no
need to search for any “esoteric” connection
between the parasha and the haftarah. Or is
there?

Certainly, this sixth perek forms a perfect
connection to the theme of our parasha, but,
given that truth, why does the reading begin
in the fifth chapter? What purpose was there
to include the number of laborers involved in
the massive undertaking (30, 000) or their di-
vision of shifts sent to Levanon for wood (3
shifts, 10, 000 @ month)? Why did our Rabbis
insist on including the number of porters (70,
000), stone masons (80, 000) and overseers (3,
300) - details that we do not find in our para-
sha? As impressive as the entire enterprise
was, did this information have to be included
in our haftarah?

There must be a reason.

In order to understand the message Chazal
wanted to share with us, we turn to the
G’mara in Masechet Sanhedrin (21b) where
it states:

“The moment Shlomo married Par’oh’s
daughter, the angel Gavriel embedded a reed
in the bottom of the sea on which a sandbank
formed and upon which the city of Rome was
eventually built.”

Yet, this critique of Shlomo seems some-
what puzzling. After all, we first read of his
marriage to the Egyptian princess in the be-
ginning of the third perek, in which find no
hint of criticism or reproach of the marriage,
even though it includes the honor that Shlo-
mo bestowed upon the princess by having her
dwell in the royal city (Ir David)!



It would seem, therefore, that Chazal based
their discomfort of the King’s actions on the
verses in perek eleven that calls attention to
how he married many foreign women includ-
ing the Pharaoh’s daughter! So, why do our
Rabbis rely upon the negative assessment in
the eleventh chapter rather than highlighting
the more positive depiction described in the
third perek?

I would humbly submit that Chazal un-
derstood how, in the early years of Shlomo’s
reign, his marriage to an Egyptian princess
had both political and diplomatic impact. It
solidified Israel’s alliance with this powerful
empire and it elevated her stature and influ-
ence within the neighboring states. For this
reason, it was seen as an acceptable political
and diplomatic act.. But Shlomo’s increas-
ing political unions that were commonly
achieved through his marriages with foreign
women, led him astray, leading him to tres-
pass the Torah prohibition against multiple
wives - a law meant to prevent any foreign
influences that would lead Israel away from
Hashem.

And the earliest indication of how these
influences impacted Shlomo, is found in the
opening verses our haftarah!

“Vaya’al HaMelech Shlomo Mas...” —
preparation for the massive construction, we
read that Shlomo imposed a levy of forced
labor upon thousands of his citizens. Chief
Rabbi Dr. J. H. Hertz, commented: “Israel had
been fatally familiar with the ugly word ‘Mas’,
labor, wrung from them by hard taskmasters
(in Egypt)”. He continues by suggesting that
Shlomo may have learned this practice from
his wife’s father, the Egyptian Pharaoh. Rabbi
Hertz adds that the nation’s widespread objec-
tion to this practice eventually led to the col-
lapse of his kingdom (see chapter 12).

In summation, while the Torah praises the
collective volunteerism demonstrated by B'nai
Yisra’el in building the Mishkan, the haftarah
pointedly includes the contrast to the forced
labor instituted by Shlomo in constructing the
Mikdash. Perhaps this was the subtle lesson
that our Rabbis hoped to teach by including
this introductory section to the haftarah - or,
perhaps, not.

Regardless, the valuable moral left for all of
us —and for all generations - is that the threat
to the unity of our nation lies not in avoiding
idolatry, but in shunning the adoption of any
culture whose values are is inimical to those
of Torah — even when they may be politically
and diplomatically beneficial. m

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-librar
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CALL FOR A TOUR'

STEPHEN EPSTEIN
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WWW. stephen epstein.com
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Parashat Terumah opens with the striking
phrase: “7m *27INP”)” — Take a contribu-
tion for Me.

Rashi explains: D090 7 w19’ - YO0
N27) — the treasurers were to take what the
people themselves set aside from their pos-
sessions as a voluntary donation.

Many commentators are puzzled by the
Torah’s choice of language. Why does the
Torah say ynp”) — “take” or “set aside”
— rather than the more obvious 1NN —
“give”? What matters most is the act of giv-
ing, not merely the intention or designation.

The Chayei Moshe offers a beautiful in-
sight, rooted in a teaching from Pirkei Avot.
The Mishnah states: “n?j My Y1 10" —
Run toward even a simple mitzvah (Avot 4:2).

What does it mean to “run” toward a
mitzvah?

Whenever we perform a mitzvah, the
object itself — the lulav, the menorah, the
matzah — was ultimately provided by Hash-
em. The physical means are not truly ours.
What does originate from us is something
else entirely: the enthusiasm, the eager-
ness, the desire to fulfill Hashem’s will.
Running toward a mitzvah expresses that
inner fire, the personal excitement we bring
to divine service.

This idea is especially relevant to tzeda-
kah, or donating to the Mishkan. Everything
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we possess — our livelihood, our resourc-
es — is given to us by Hashem, not only for
our own needs, but with an added portion
meant to be shared. When a person sets
aside money for charity before being asked,
it demonstrates more than generosity; it re-
flects enthusiasm. It shows readiness, antic-
ipation, and joy in fulfilling the mitzvah.

Perhaps this is why the Midrash con-
nects the contributions to the Mishkan
— described with the word 'y — to the
declaration of ynwn NWy) in the previous
parashah. Just as Bnei Yisrael expressed
their willingness to accept the mitzvot be-
fore fully understanding them, so too the
Torah expects us to set aside our contribu-
tions willingly, without inner resistance or
hesitation. The challenge is not merely to
give, but to overcome the natural difficulty
of parting with what we perceive as “hard-
earned” money — and instead designate it
with clarity and joy.

Rav Moshe Feinstein, in Darash Moshe,
adds a profound dimension. The word Ny
suggests that one is taking the donation
from something that does not truly belong
to him. It is as if the giver is merely trans-
ferring funds from one place to another —
from where they were entrusted to him, to
where they are now needed.

This perspective fundamentally chang-
es the experience of giving. If our parnas-
sah is a gift from Hashem, then the portion
we give to tzedakah was never fully ours
to begin with. It was designated for others.



Recognizing this makes generosity less pain-
ful and far more natural — an act of faithful
stewardship rather than sacrifice.

This idea is powerfully illustrated in the
mitzvah of ma’aser behemah. One might
expect that the Torah would simply require
separating ten percent of one’s animals. In-
stead, the animals pass one by one through
a narrow gate, and every tenth animal is de-
clared holy.

Why this process? Because psychological-
ly, the owner experiences the reality that
for every nine animals he keeps, only one
is given away. The focus is not on what is
lost, but on what remains. The Torah trains
us to see blessing, not deprivation.

Perhaps this is the deeper message of "
77N °Y 1N, Hashem is not asking us to give
up what is ours, but to recognize what was
never truly ours to begin with. Life itself,
our abilities, our success — all are entrust-
ed to us, not owned by us.

When we approach mitzvot with enthusi-
asm, when we set aside before we are asked,
when we give with the awareness that we
are partners in something greater than our-
selves — then we are no longer losing. We
are gaining clarity, purpose, and connection.

May we merit to “run” toward mitzvot, to
recognize Hashem’s blessings in our lives,
and to share them generously and joyfully. In
doing so, we transform not only our resourc-
es, but ourselves — from reluctant givers into
willing builders of sanctity, just as our ances-
tors did when they built the Mishkan.
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10th floor, Kosher, Shabbat elevator, wifi

aptnetanya@gmail.com

£ THE MONTH IN BAKA

Call now 077-9973185 | DEALO ONS AT 4,650,000 NI

www.daniels-assets.com NEW3BEDR

24 Gershon Agron Mamilla
usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899
=

BAKA ! new project on Beith Lechem rd
2 and 3 bedrooms apartments starting 3.39M nis

W BOUTIQUE BU\LD\NG
N TR ers
FT2IM 6
APORT
SLD KATAMON

NOW IN PRE-SALE TERMS

P
T ‘4 - ‘
A RARE OPPORTUNITY IN JERUSALEM
ON HAPORZIM STREET, BORDERING TALBIYA,
OLD KATAMON & THE GERMAN COLONY
110-120SQM APTS , SUCCAH, PARKING, STORAGE AND MORE

Haportzim 6 &
S

LUXURY IN THE
GERMAN COLONY
10 Hilldsheimer st.
Design your own
garden apartment
In the best part of town

Far -

PERFECTLY SITUATED ON A QUIET, ONE-WAY STREET,

JUST STEPS FROM THE LIVELY EMEK REFAIM
Offering a limited collection of boutique residences
— —

\ )
et

REAL ESTATE

OU ISRAEL CENTER 33



GIFTING IN STYLE

YOUR PREMIER CHOICE FOR ELEGANT HOMEWARE & JUIDAICA

EXPLORE THE 2026 MISHLOACH MANOT COLLECTION

FELDART.CO.IL

T: 058.667.3951 E: INFO@FELDART.CO.IL

CORPORATE GIFTING AVAILABLE USE CODE TT10 FOR

10% OFF YOUR ORDER
LUCITE HOMEWARE & JUDAICA




Keter Advisors Exclusive pl LS

Villa Galil

NEW LUXURY VILLAS IN KARMIEL, ISRAEL  * State-of-the-art luxury homes

‘ mw 4.700.b00 ‘ ® Private pools and landscaped
A gardens

® Smart home technology and
T — high-end finishes
.
e =

4 Jil. t - -~
m— I (LY, |

—

OWN YOUR PIECE OF PARADISE

Ready - January 2027
IL 972.52.682.9367

USA 7863858859 For More Info

From Vision To Keys In Hand
We Make Israel Real Estate Simple.
Passionate Service. Exceptional Results.

Latest Properties - Don't be Closed QOut!

Jerusalem: 7% Now-No Index Hadera: Land - 10O0sgm
2 Bedrooms From 3.1M NIS Starting From 773k NIS

Haifa Area: 3 Bedrooms Karmiel: Duplex Homes
Starting From L7M NIS Starting From 4.7M NIS Where To Buy
Netanya: 3 bedrooms Netanya: 4 bedrooms How To Buy
Starting From M‘u 28 NIS  Starting From M"n 2.99NIS What To E,u-y

Carmei Cat: 3 Bedrooms Katamonim: 3 Bedrooms uy Or Rent
Starting From 2.15M NIS Starting From 3.85M NIS vio

Zichron Yaakov: 3 Bedrooms Bat Yam: Beach/Light Rail Property M -L:n
Starting From 2.97M NI 2 Bedrooms
@:‘. TIE‘ ., Startlng From 2.8M NIS IL -+972 52 682-9367
ﬁk'a? b I~ . lzzy Leizerowitz USA (786) 385-8859
O Fen ' : ' i - info@keteradvisors.com

Unlimited Guidance:

OU ISRAEL CENTER 35




REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CEN

Angelic
Awareness

The keruvim, the two angelic figures that sat
on top of the Aron in the Kodesh Kodashim,
were of the most fascinating features in the
Mishkan. We find a tremendous amount of
symbolism in these figures and deep, rele-
vant lessons.

Chazal teach us that when the Jews were liv-
ing aligned with the Will of Hashem, the keru-
vim faced each other, and when their behav-
ior was in opposition to His Will, the keruvim
turned away from each other. Rav Gamliel
Rabinovich in Tiv HaTorah learns an import-
ant message from this. It is well-known that the
Aron represents the Torah. The cherubim were
fashioned “peneihem ish el achiv — with their
faces toward one another, ” (Shemot 25:20) re-
flecting that the path of Torah is expressed in
each person’s concern for his fellow man; this
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is upholding the Will of Hashem. Indeed,
most of the 48 acquisitions of Torah de-
lineated in Pirkei Avot relate to interper-
sonal relationships — ergo, the way to
truly acquire Torah is through connect-
ing, sharing and assisting others.

This is the famous directive relat-
ed by Rav Chaim Volozhin zt”[ to his
son, the purpose of human existence
is not for self-indulgence, but to bene-
fit and help others to the greatest extent
possible.

A similar idea is found in the teach-
ings of Rav Avraham Schorr in Halekach
V’Halebuv, understanding the position-
ing of the keruvim to be a sign of unity
and connection between people. This
achdut, this harmony and alliance, is
one of the clearest signs that Am Yisra-
elis living with the Will of Hashem. Rav
Schorr teaches that to access this status
one must have a “good eye.”

He notes that the Ari Hakadosh zt”l
links each month with a different tribe,
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and the final month of the year, Adar, is asso-
ciated with the tribe of Naftali whose nasi, the
prince or primary leader, was Achira ben Ein-
am. When each of the tribal leaders offered
their sacrifices and gifts at the inauguration
ceremony of the Mishkan, Achira was the last
one, as hinted in his name, “Achira, ” similar
to “acharon —last.” He allowed everyone else
to go before him as he possessed a “good and
pleasing eye, ” he was willing to give others
the honor and gratification of being first.

Additionally, the mazal of Adar is fish,
which are also known not to be affected by an
“ayin hara, ” an evil eye. This middah of broth-
erhood and seeing good in others is a dom-
inant motif of the Purim holiday, celebrated
by giving mishloach manot and gifts to those
more unfortunate.

Rav Schorr further quotes Rabbeinu B’chaye
zt”l explaining the expression in our verse,
“Ve’asita shenayim keruvim zahav— and you
shall make two golden cherubim, ” (Shemot
25a;18). The word “shenayim” is employed to
connote two different entities, as opposed to
the form “sh’nei, ” used to signify two equal
elements. This highlights the importance of
showing respect and consideration to people
who are distinctly diverse. Just as the figures
of the keruvim were male and female, it is spe-
cifically through bringing unity among those
who are different from each other that the en-
ergy of the keruvim, “pineithem ish el achiv, ”
is manifested. The final letters of these words
spell “shalom, ” the ultimate goal of Torah and
the Mishkan, embodying Hashem’s Whole-
ness and Oneness in the world. m

Jonathan Rosenblum, prm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

HUNDREDS OF

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

Fastest service
imaginable!
Rena L., RBS

.fé'u'?& b

Bk L

Write Your Halachic Will Today

halachicwill.com

Rav Menachem Copperman

g
Certified Dayan & Expert a&
in Jewish Law Y
0544-731052

info@kadatvkadin.com

N1

(=L=AR T

i~

WOLGEL LAW

American Immigration
& Naturalization Law
Michele Coven Wolgel

US Citizenship for Children &
Grandchildren

Green Cards for Spouses
and Immediate Family

www.wolgelaw.co.il
lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
Tel: 02 590 3444
facebook.com/uscilizenshipinfo

OU ISRAEL CENTER 37



SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITI
OU ISRAEL

In our sedra this week, Hashem instructs
Moshe Rabbeinu to construct the Mishkan, a
sacred space for Hashem’ s presence among
the Jewish people.The opening verses of Par-
shat Terumah set forth the mandate that each
member of Klal Yisrael must participate by
contributing to the enterprise of the Mish-
kan’s construction -vayikchu li teruma- take
and present for me a gift.

The Great Chasidic Sage, Reb Simcha Bun-
im of Peshiska, zy’a explained the intention
behind our verse- vayikchu li teruma- take
and present for me a gift as follows:

Every individual desires that they should
indeed themselves be ‘gift worthy’. Each per-
son strives to ascend to a high and holy state
of consciousness, and only when we have
achieved that heightened consciousness are
we worthy to experience and intuit the gift of
the divine presence which resides within each
of us.

The Tiferet Shlomo, the Rebbe of Ra-
domsk, zy’a, clarifies this point:

During those sacred moments when a per-
son expresses their dedication, when they

Weekly Webinar |
9 pm Israel/2 pm EDT

A
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commit to contribute to the needs of the com-
munity and begin to see the innate holiness
within one another and within each member
of the community, then the divine presence is
felt in the most palpable way.

Indeed, during these past many months,
there has been so much giving, so much de-
sire to give on behalf of Klal Yisrael, so ma-
ny who have given the ultimate gift on be-
half of Klal Yisrael, and so many who have
poured out their hearts to support our holy
chayalim. This capacity to give to one anoth-
er, to express our love and support for one
another, and to see the good in one anoth-
er, has certainly transformed our under-
standing of what it means to give, and to give
unconditionally.

The Sabba Kadisha of Slonim zy’a, offers
a unique explanation of our verse. “Really
the verse should read vayitnu li teruma- you
should give to me an offering, and not vayik-
chu li -take for me an offering. So what is the
meaning of vayikchu li teruma? The verse is
meant to instill in each of us the understand-
ing that when we give tzedaka, it should be
with the kavana that as much as we are giv-
ing, we too are receiving through that mitz-
va of tzedaka. We gain the zechut of bringing
joy, of providing assistance to others in need.
Ultimately through our acts of chesed we per-
sonally receive as much if not more than we
actually give.

Yehi Ratzon, may we indeed be blessed to
continue giving, to continue to see the good
in one another and to feel Hashem’s presence
in every moment.
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Beloved for his righteousness, generosity
and Ahavas Yisrael, Rebbe Meshulam Feish
HaLevy Lowy of Tosh zy’a lived a life of un-
ending dedication to the Jewish People.

The Rebbe asked a devoted Chassid, Reb
Yisrael Moshe, to write out a sizeable check to
someone whose home was at risk of foreclo-
sure. When Reb Yisrael Moshe agreed to give
the tzedakah, the Rebbe added a request: “Reb
Yisrael Moshe, I want you to go mail the check
now, while I wait on the phone. Please tell me
when it’s done.”

“I can call the Rebbe back, he doesn’t have
to wait on the phone, ” Reb Yisrael Moshe
offered.

The Rebbe thanked him and said he would
wait. Reb Yisrael Moshe wrote the check,
signed it,
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placed it in an envelope, headed down the
street, and dropped the envelope in a mail-
box. Several minutes later, he lifted the receiv-
er and told the Rebbe, who had been waiting,
that the check was en route to its destination.

“Wonderful, Yasher Koach, ” said the Rebbe,
“now I want you to do something else. Please
go to the corner of the room and say, ‘Ribbono
Shel Olam, did I really do something so spe-
cial? After all, I simply took some of the mon-
ey You blessed me with and shared it with a
brother of mine who is in need. Ribbono Shel
Olam, You gave me this money and allowed
me the zechus of sharing it... so Ribbono Shel
Olam, thank You for letting me do my part.”

Then the Rebbe added: “Reb Yisrael Moshe,
say, Ribbono Shel Olam...ich hub gurnisht ge-
teen, I did nothing at all.”

In preparation for building the Mishkan,
our sedra begins with Hashem commanding
Moshe to collect funds for the necessary ma-
terials: “Speak to the Children of Israel, vyik-
chu li Terumah, “And have them ‘take’ for Me
a contribution, ” me’eis kol ish asher yidvenu
libo, “from every person whose heart inspires
him to generosity....” (25:2)

The Meforshim address the language of
vyikchu — “Take for Me.” It means ‘Dedicate
to Me;’ it does not say ‘Give to Me.

The Mishnah in Avos (3:7) instructs us,
“Give Him from what is His, for you and
yours are His.” Rabbenu Yonah explains:
when we give of our money or possessions,
we part with nothing that is actually ours.
Everything belongs to HaKadosh Baruch Hu;



all we possess belongs to Him, and at best
we are custodians of His property. L’Hashem
HaAretz Umlo’oh, “The earth is Hashem’s, and
its fullness.”

The recognition that we enjoy no propri-
etary interest over anything physical in this
world is a cornerstone of our Emunah. Ev-
erything we have, all that we’ve achieved, ac-
cumulated, built and accomplished, is from
Hashem alone. Li hakesef, li hazahav ne’um
Hashem, “The silver is Mine, the gold is Mine,
proclaims Hashem” (Chagai 2:8).

Rebbe Chananya Yom Tov Lipa Teitelbaum,
the ‘Kedushas Yom Tov’ of Sighet, zy’a, (fa-
ther of the Atzei Chaim and Rebbe Yoilish, the
first Satmar Rebbe), pointed out that our pa-
suk specifically uses the term ish, “a person”,
in describing the one who contributes. Only
when ‘our heart inspires us to generosity’ are
we truly worthy of being considered an ish, a
human being.

A ‘human being’ naturally gives without ex-
pectation of reward or a feeling that he or she
has done “something so special”. He or she
recognizes that Hashem is the source of all
that we are and have, and that our money and
possessions are really His. Hashem has mere-
ly called on us to redistribute His resources ac-
cording to needs. And Hashem ‘waits on the
line’ to confirm the success of our shlichus.

Yankeleh Kamtzan, the most notorious mi-
ser in town, would not give even a single ru-
ble to anyone, ever. No poor person could get
through to him. No project or cause moved
him. Yankeleh would never give. One day
while he was crossing the river, his boat cap-
sized. Struggling desperately to keep his head
above water, Yankeleh thrashed his limbs.

A passerby called out to him. “Give me
your hand! Give me your hand!” Sputtering,

Yankeleh managed to shout back, “No way! I
won’t give you anything!”

Again, the rescuer tried to help: “Give me
your hand! Let me save you!” Yankeleh, on the
verge of drowning, gasped, “Never! You'll nev-
er get anything from me!”

Finally, in desperation, the rescuer cried
out: “Please, just take my hand!” Yankeleh
suddenly relaxed and held out his hand: “Oh,
you want me to ‘take’? Sure!”

Giving Tzedaka is both a mitzvah and a
zechus, a privilege. The Midrash (Rut Rabbah,
9) testifies that more than the receiver gains,
the giver benefits. Parshas Terumah reminds
us that when we give generously from that
with which we have been blessed, we are re-
ally receiving, ‘taking’ so much more.

As the Tosher Rebbe said, in giving, gur-
nisht geteen, “we have done nothing at all.”
We are simply doing our part, ‘taking’ from
what Hashem has given us and sharing it with
others.

Let us take a moment to reflect on Parshas
Terumah on the privilege of giving. Ribbono
Shel Olam, thank you for letting us do our
part!
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OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

OU Kosher has been refining its ingredient
approval process for many years. The sys-
tem currently in use is known as the Group
Ingredient System, which categorizes ingre-
dients into six groups, numbered 1 through
6. The lower the number, the less sensitive
the ingredient is from a kosher certification
perspective.

This system is vital not only for kosher certi-
fying agencies but also for consumers. In cer-
tain situations, consumers may need to use
products that do not bear kosher certification
yet are, in fact, completely kosher—based, of
course, on the guidance of competent rabbis
who understand ingredient composition and
sourcing.

Ingredients in Group 1 are considered in-
nocuous. Their source is generally irrelevant,
and they can typically be used globally with-
out concern. Group 2 ingredients are simi-
lar but somewhat more dependent on their
source, since production methods may vary
between countries or manufacturers. These
differences can affect whether an ingredient
is considered kosher-sensitive.

As mentioned previously, Group 1 approv-
al is usually straightforward. The evaluation
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process often involves verifying the ingredi-
ent’s production and determining whether
it aligns with OU kosher standards. When it
comes to Pesach, however, the evaluation be-
comes significantly more complex. Ingredi-
ents approved for Pesach require in-depth re-
view and, in most cases, heightened oversight.
This is due to the severe prohibition against
chametz, including concerns about its pres-
ence anywhere in the production environ-
ment. Additionally, for Ashkenazim, there is
the added restriction of kitniyot.

This raises an important question: Is there
such a thing as a Group 1 ingredient for Pe-
sach? Can an ingredient be approved across
the board, year-round, including for Pesach?

The answer is yes. The OU firmly maintains
that certain ingredients can be certified for
Pesach year-round, both for industrial and
retail use. However, achieving this status re-
quires more extensive research and, in many
cases, additional supervision to confirm com-
pliance with Pesach standards.

Pesach approval for Group 1 ingredients
may be more fluid than approval for other
products. Because of the additional Pesach
restrictions, even a minor change in produc-
tion can disqualify an ingredient from being
approved as Group 1 for Pesach.

A good example of this is transportation.
As discussed in previous articles, OU Kosher
closely monitors overseas transport of ingre-
dients to ensure kosher integrity. There are
designated classifications—such as Groups
Four and Five—specifically addressing



The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

transportation concerns.

It is not uncommon for simple synthetic in-
gredients to be fully approvable as Group 1 for
Pesach from a production standpoint. Howev-
er, if these liquid chemicals are transported
long distances by sea, the OU must verify that
the tankers carrying them have never trans-
ported chametz. When such verification is
difficult or impossible, the ingredient—even
if entirely synthetic—may not be approved for
Pesach.

Making these determinations can be chal-
lenging. Even seemingly insignificant chang-
es can have major implications for Pesach su-
pervision. Therefore, OU Kosher authorities
may decline to grant Pesach approval due to
potential risk factors. While this approach
may appear stringent, the OU is committed to
verifying every detail before granting certifi-
cation, regardless of the product or its intend-
ed market.

Particularly in Israel, consumers may notice
that some certifications label even simple, in-
nocuous ingredients as “Not Certified for Pe-
sach.” This disclaimer may appear on basic
raw materials such as salt, virgin olive oil, or
even water.

Consumers should not be alarmed by this
wording. Some kosher certifying agencies re-
quire additional supervision—or even con-
duct reviews that go beyond mainstream
halachic requirements—before approving
any product for Pesach.

As noted above, Pesach involves numer-
ous stringencies, and some certifiers choose
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BAKA: New 4-room apartment, 88m, ceiling height
5.3m, Shabbat elevator, balcony, 4,850,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON: 5-room apartment, 122m,
bright, Shabbat elevator, parking, 5,950,000 NIS

REHAVIA: 4-room apartment, large terrace, great
view, elevator, bright, parking, 5,600,000 NIS

to apply standards that exceed the baseline
halachic requirements. OU Kosher, however,
maintains a broad list of products approved
for year-round use, including Pesach where
applicable.

Consumers who have questions about spe-
cific products should consult both OU Kosher
and their local rabbinic authority before pur-
chasing items for Pesach.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

U.S.-Trained Neurologist
a Dr. Maia Batash

Expert, Compassionate Neurclogical Care

%, Call or WhatsApp: ADHD »
+972 55-500-3278 e

° Neck & Back Paine
Jerusalem, Israel Carpal Tunnel -

Nerve Injuries »

English & Hebrew Head Trauma, Whiplash =
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This Week's Inspirational

Men’s Safrut (The Bais)
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner

7 Hartum Street,

Znd Floor

c¢amp Dror

Oper HouseS e
SPECIAL EVENT:
February18 Neve Daniel 19:00 8:00 PM
Mother Daughter
February22  Efrat 19:00 Purim Event

February23 Carmei Gat — 20:00

February24  R4anana 19:00

March5 Pardes Hana  19:00

; ) The Bais [for Men)
March8 _ Chashmonaim 19:00 Semichat Chaver Program
r Rav Elyada Goldwicht
March 9 Modiin 19:00 @ Bet Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Mach1l  RBS 19:30 REEQlavE et

March12  Givot Eden  19:30

*The schedule is subject to change

March 15 19:30 =rZ[m Subscribe to our OU Israel
TCI Mond a0 Whatsapp Community for all
K5ty information related to OU lIsrael
March 17 ycrushalagim 19:30 A% classes and programs, including
last minute schedule changes
ENEISE and updates, by scanning
Ic;omc xc; sz'ibbi If)crmg Pollack, &< F# >5ca the QR Code above.
irec 4 ror oAt
i COMP . 3%)3“ regist THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS ARE
é‘;yn?pdrz?s@ou?sraell.wg:g +972502022085 FOR MEN ONLY
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Torah Learning with OU Israel ()

pLalVl

OU Israel is supported by the Jewish
Federation of Broward County W Federation

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila P'shat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:15 AM 12:20 PM
Rambam: Letters & Introductions Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin St. Rechavia

9:15AM
Torah Tapestries with
Mrs. Shira Smiles

SPECIAL EVENT: 8:00 PM
NextGen Yerushalayim
Purim Event

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men’s Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emelk Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi David Fine

Weekly Kollel Boker- Rabbi lan Shaffer

Instructors include Rabbi Aschi Dick
Rabbi Avi Herzog

1:00PM- NEXX/1!!

Modiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick
Masamerica Offices, 28 Dam HaMacabbiim 5t,
3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm

7:30 PM Men's Safrut in MODIIN Rabbi Phil Schajer

7:30 PM Men'’s Safrut in BEIT SHEMESH Rabbi Elie Levi




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA

@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

2:15AM
Holy Poetry Rabbi Dr. Aharon Adler

10:20AM

Halachic and Hashkafic Issues in
Contemporary Society

Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:25 AM

Mussar and Self Improvement:
A study of Rav Kook's sefer
Midot HaRayah

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

12:30 PM

Jews in the Middie Ages:

External Threats and Internal
Developments Dr. Deborah Polster

SPECIAL EVENT:
T7:00PM

MNextGen Beit Shemesh:
Purim Event

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN ARNONA

@ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon,

11 Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

2:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM
Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor

11:25 AM
Trailblazing the Text of Tanach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

BET KNESSET OHEL YITZCHAK
@ Keren Hayesod Street

8:00 PM
Halachic Controversies
[the Bais) Rabbi Aschi Dick

DR OE;

#THEOUISRAEL




To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney

SHIUR SPONSORS

Dedicated by Nina Muller in memory of
her mother, Rebbetzin Esther Nehama
ben HaRav Alter Shmuel Aaron a”’h

Sponsored in memory of
Julian Arthur Friedman z”I
(Pretoria, London & Jerusalem)
MWW 2 DAN2NX Q01 by his children.
We miss you every day!

Rachel Schaum's shiur is dedicated
in memory of Eliyahu ben Yehuda z”|

Sponsored by Robyn Pocker/Rice
& Dr Rochelle Turetsky for a
refuah shleima for nTM9 N2 hat MW

Sponsored by Elizabeth Mugo -
With heartfelt thanks to Rebbetzin Smiles

Dedicated in loving memory of
Laura Spiegler a”’h
N’V IN"INW N2 MIAX AnW 177
By her family

Sponsored by Barbara Albek for a refuah
sheleima for Liam Yaakov Nissan ben Ora

Sponsored by Hillel Goldsheider in memory
of BNNAN NN 27 ]2 NAN VWYX

Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year
by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z"I
71,0727 X201 VNN DNNAN [A '7Tan DNan
7”1 ,'7T'N DINI QY7 2N N2 Afh DX

Dedicated anonymously for the
refuah shleima of Evelina bat Galina

054-281-4 to do

Sponsored for the 2025 academic year
nnwa i7'w'7
79T D77 12 A"7T1 2V A'TINA N AN

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nnwa I17'v'7
'7°T AN7W |2 210 DWI 2"V DNNAN N2 DN

Sponsored by
The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Sponsored for the 2025-2026
academic year by
Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter for the
refuah shleimah of their granddaughter
Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year
by the Frist family in memory of
their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist z”I - '7°T [IP'7T N2 XN'O VAW'IX

Dedicated for the year in memory of
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”I
by Robyn Pocker

Sponsored by Batsheva Kantor in memory
of her husband Dr Reuven Kantor ben
Beryl Lib Halevi z”’l who passed away on
Feb 5th - 27th Shevat, two years ago.

A man with a pure heart and Torah scholar.
He is missed dearly by all the family.

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year
I'ilui nishmat: Daniel ben David z”’|
and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a”’h,
and Mordechai ben Moshe z”|
and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus a”h,
zichronam livracha,
parents of Judy & Menachem Marcus

Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger
in loving memory of their parents
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and

Herbert & Leonore Shulman,
zichronam livracha




Tuesday | OU Israel Office

February 24 8:00PM ;| 7 Hartom St.
* Har Chotzvim

Rav Gav Friedman

Wltl;l. E)ebblé i-iiréch

Register
30 NIS
https:/fwww.ouisrael.org/events/nextgen-adar2026

king P
around Israel T

™M - i .
other Daugh‘fer Mini-Shiur Kahoqt_
Chavruta Learning Competition

Chashmonaim [Rimen Shul] -Tues Feb 17
Yerushalayim - Baka (Matras) - Sun Feb 22
Beit Shemesh [Moenorat Hameaor] - Sun Feb 22
Madiin - [Darchei Tzion] - Sun Feb 22

Maaleh Adumim - Location TBD - Sun Feb 22
Carmei Gat - [Carmei Tzion) Sunday the 22nd
¥M - Ramot (Ramatayim Tzafim) - Mon Fab 23
Rehovot [arman Shul) - Tues Feb 24

Pardes Chana (Klal Yisrael] -Wed Feb 25
Efrat - (Makem ltzmeach) - Wed Feb 25

Purim
Art Project
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0] =T aonn
| CAMPDROR
e

OUF ISRAEL TR I 1M

More friends
P

More ruach

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION
FOR GRADES 5-10 8650 NIS

W 1D

Purim Mishloach Manot
for IDF Soldiers

From your heart to our soldiers in the field

Donate Now

Send a hug to our soldiers

A generous Purim basket for a soldier 120 ILS | $36
Scan the code [@]34:[
or Through our website £
www.ouisrael.org/donate/mishloach-manot U722 K ————
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APPLY NOW AT CHAIGIRLS.NCSY.ORG!

Beit Knesset Kol Eliyahu
Rechov Rav Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach across from Park

Yarmut in Mem3

CUSTOM OF COSTUMES:
UNCOVERING CLOTHING IN
TANACH
Miriam White
Fruit Carving Workshop

Learn how to make a festive fruit platter
for your Purim Seuda with Chani Meyer

30 NIS | Register at
www.ouisrael.org/events/nextgen-purim-bs
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teamncsy.com (

israe|@ncsy.org



)

Wednesday Morning, March 11 m

ol IEEARL

Join tour guide Rivi Frankel as we visit the Yarden River, where
Bnei Yisrael crossed into the Land and enjoy a breathtaking
view from Mitzpe Yericho overlooking the entire area. We'll also
meet Mitzpe Yericho Mayor Aliza Pilichowski (a fellow Nach
Yomi participant) and hear from her husband, Rabbi Uri
Pilichowski, noted Israel advocate.

. Bus Leaving from both Yerushalayim and Beit Shemesh.
% Timing and details available at the registration link below.

85 NIS

":-.-.-.FJ'T? Y Ve .o L RG-S @00R, w

All your jewelry needs in one place! Jora
A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix, Tidbils
refurbish, polish or restore your family Please note deadline for TT issue #1651
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and Shabbat March 6 - 7 (Ki Tisa)
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly All ads must be in by Wed. Feb. 25
to/from your home in Jerusalem area .
Details: Santo - 052-228-9627 Regular weekly deadlines are no later
- ' than Monday morning of each week
MY PRI For advertising information: Ita Rochel
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah 025609125 | ttads@ouisrael.org

Make this summer matter 2
Join the staff of Camp Dror O

Scan and sign up !

Be the counselor campers look up to!

Fun, ruach, teamwork and
real impact

Camp Dror | Staff 2926

Finishing Grade 19 or older
www.campdror.com +927502022085
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SUMMER IN

LIVE, LEARN, & WORK
THIS SUMMER IN
JERUSALEM!

PROGRAMS INCLUDE:

v Hands-on internships
during the day

v High-level Torah learning
at night

v Housing accomodations
v Day trips & shabbatonim

v Great community
& mentorship

Sl @ TVA
JUN 24 - AUG 10

SI) FOR WOMEN |
SIj FOR MEN
JUN 25 - AUG 10

Sl ASCEND
JUN 17 - AUG 3

PROGRAM
RATE: $2,000
*S1J) ASCEND: $1,750

Applications close March 1

Enhance YOUR
company with OUR

Interns

WHO WE ARE

We bring students from colleges
around the world to live, learn and
work in an Israeli environment.
We hope that this experience
gives them a greater appreciation
for Israeli culture and workforce.

OUR INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

During 6-week long internships, our
interns will be well supervised by their
employers and given feedback based
on their performance. We hope that
the relationship fostered between the
intern and their supervisor will be
impactful and long-lasting.

Network with young professionals &
increase your connections abroad.

Add value to your company for no
cost at alll Our interns will make an
impact on your company through
short-term or long-term projects.

Help shape and influence the next
generation. Interns come with lots
of energy and new ideas, and it's up
to you to bring this out in them!

Find out how you can host an intern

this summer: RothS@ou.org

JL|C E ONWARD 0] g =
TN

Summer
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YACHAD

A Run for Yachad Israel

: - -y
'l:._‘:'-q_rj .
A

% SCAN HERE TO REGISTER
2 OR GO TO:
: TEAMYACHAD.COM

ASHKELON JERUSALEM




=
GET READY FOR AN |
UNFORGETTABLE SUMME

APPLY NOW AT CHAIBDJ;S.HCSY.DRG!

EMPOWER LIVES WITH YESH EZRA! -

.,-Q Director: Menachem Persoff

RS WHEN ADAR BEGINS, WE INCREASE JOY!
3  Bring Purim joy to our
50 Families! Please donate your
MATANOT LA’EVYONIM
to Yesh Ezra’s 50 families.

Supporting single mothers,
terror victims, the sick & infirm,
the economically strapped.
Bar/Bat Mitzva celebrations,
Shabbat & Holiday assistance,
medical supplies, therapy and more.

ey
Ny TV Y,

Website
www.yeshezra.org
Bank Transfer
Mercantile (17), Branch 642,
A/C 79747843

(Call Sara with ID for tax break)
Checks

Yesh Ezra, POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card

Sara:

058-530-9161

(Sun - Wed.: 10:30-14:00)
Donate with: JGivee2

*Tax benefit available for
donations according to section
46a of the Israeli tax code

INQUIRIES: Menachem Persoff - 050-570-1067 |

menpmp@gmail.com
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GEULAS YISRAEL

N
ZION

Torah at the

Center of
Mikdash

Though the details of the Mishkan appear
in the Torah before the chet ha’egel, many
maintain that the actual construction of the
Mishkan took place only after the trauma of
the egel.

Har Sinai had briefly restored the Jew-
ish people to an elevated human condition.
Chazal describe that moment as batlah zuha-
ma, the removal of the spiritual residue that
had clung to humanity since the sin of Adam
and Chava. Through direct encounter with
Hashem at Sinai, something corrosive was lift-
ed. In that state of clarity and closeness, the
need for atonement would have been greatly
diminished.

The egel shattered that condition. What
followed was moral fragility and renewed

DO YOU SUFFER FROM JOINT PAINT
“Stem Cells™
An in-office mini-liposuction can

provide the cells to treat this
condition naturally

(

FOR INFO: KNEE@SZMC.ORG.IL
WWW.DOCTORZINGER.COM/ARTHRITIS
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RSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

vulnerability to failure. In response to that al-
tered spiritual state, Hashem introduced the
Mishkan, a framework that made room for
korbanot, and especially for atonement. The
Mishkan acknowledged who we had become
after the fall and offered a path forward.
PARSHAT TERUMAH BEFORE KI TISA

This historical reading, however, does not
reflect the textual order. Although the instruc-
tions for the Mishkan were delivered after the
debacle of the egel, the Torah records them
earlier. The command to construct the Mish-
kan appears in Parashat Terumah, immedi-
ately following Har Sinai and well before the
account of the egel in Parashat Ki Tisa.

This order raises an obvious question: if
the command to build the Mishkan followed
the collapse of the egel, why are its instruc-
tions recorded in Terumah rather than after
Ki Tisa, where they would seem to belong?

Based on the Torah’s sequencing, the Ram-
ban concludes that the command to build the
Mishkan preceded the sin of the egel. After
the egel disaster, the project was suspended,
and only following Moshe Rabbeinu’s pro-
longed tefillah were the plans revived.

Rashi, however, maintains that the Mish-
kan instructions were delivered only after the
egel. Why then does the Torah place them in
Terumah, before the sin, rather than in Vay-
akhel, where the construction is carried out?

HAR SINAI AND THE MISHKAN

The textual placement itself provides the
answer. The Mishkan is positioned in Teru-
mah alongside Har Sinai because it continues
the experience of revelation. It is more than a



site of ritual activity or daily service. It is de-
scribed as a dwelling place for the Shechinah
and as a setting for encounter with Hashem.
To highlight this dimension, the Torah omits
any detailed listing of korbanot in Parashat
Terumah. The Mishkan is introduced first as a
place of presence and meeting, a continuation
of Sinai woven into ordinary life, not merely
as a structure for korbanot.

In this respect, the Mishkan extends the
revelation of Har Sinai. Sinai was a singular
moment, an overwhelming giluy Shechinah
that could not endure in its original form.
The Mishkan translated that moment into
permanence. It allowed Hashem’s presence
to settle into daily life, not as a fleeting event
but as an ongoing reality.

For this reason, the Mishkan stands along-
side Sinai in the Torah’s presentation. What
occurred in thunder and fire is meant to con-
tinue in quieter form, embedded within daily
routine and human structure.

The name “Mishkan” reflects this purpose.
It denotes a dwelling place for the Shechinah,
not a technical structure for korbanot. The
same theme appears in the term Ohel Moed,
which the Torah repeatedly uses. It is a tent
of meeting, a space of encounter. These terms
draw our attention away from ritual me-
chanics and toward the presence of Hashem.

If the Mishkan extends the giluy Shechi-
nah of Sinai, it must operate under the same
terms that defined that encounter. Revelation
at Sinai was not only a moment of divine ap-
pearance; it was mediated through the deliv-
ery of Torah.

In Sefer Bereishit, Hashem appeared to
our Avot without delivering Torah. Individu-
als could encounter Hashem without instruc-
tion. A nation could not.

That difference changes everything.

1702

Highest Prices m Paid
Flawless Member
Service
25 years+ Club

Diamond

WANTED

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

#%+ Alan Sussman, “The Collector” ##+

052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

Collective knowledge of Hashem requires
a shared text and an enduring framework.
That framework was Torah. At Sinai, Hash-
em revealed Himself through Torah so that
an entire people could know Him and carry
that knowledge forward over time.

If the Mishkan was meant to preserve that
encounter beyond Sinai, it could not rest on
presence alone. It had to be grounded in To-
rah. To faithfully reflect Har Sinai, the Mish-
kan had to function as a center of Torah study,
not merely as a place of ritual and sacrifice.

LUCHOT AND TORAH

To ensure that Torah stood at its heart, the
Luchot were placed in the Aron at the cen-
ter of the Mishkan. Additionally, a Sefer To-
rah was placed in the Aron—or, according
to some opinions, on a shelf adjacent to it.
By anchoring Torah at its core, the Mishkan
served as a locus of Torah and sustained the

4 KASHER
3 ME NOW

Pesach & r'h
year round: |

kitchen =
kashering *

(© 053-3725341
®© 02-6431427
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conditions first established at Sinai.

But Torah was not only housed there; it
was taught there.

Torah was transmitted through the Mish-
kan itself. The Torah was delivered in the Ohel
Moed, which means the Mishkan functioned
as the first Beit Midrash in our history. In Shir
HaShirim, Shlomo HaMelech refers to it as
cheder horati, the chamber of my teaching.
The Mishkan preserved the giluy Shechinah
of Sinai because it sustained Torah study, and
Torah remained the axis of that revelation.

SANHEDRIN

This function did not end once we entered
Eretz Yisrael. After settlement, Torah study
spread into homes and local batei midrash
throughout cities and villages. The Mikdash
was no longer the only place of learning, as it
may have been in the midbar. Yet it remained
the central locus of Torah. The Sanhedrin
HaGedolah sat in the Lishkat HaGazit, adja-
cent to the Mikdash. It served not only as a
judicial body but as the primary conduit of To-
rah sheba’al peh before it was committed to
writing. In that sense, it was as much a study
hall as a court.

Its authority was not symbolic but
functional.

As the Rambam writes (Hilchot Mamrim
1:2), the members of the Sanhedrin are the
pillars of Torah teaching, and through them
Torah reaches the entire Jewish people. A
zaken mamre who defies the Sanhedrin does
more than dispute a ruling. He challenges
the integrity of the mesorah itself.

By situating the Aron HaKodesh, which
housed the Luchot and a Sefer Torah, togeth-
er with the Sanhedrin HaGedolah within the
Beit HaMikdash, the Mikdash became the
seat of both Torah shebichtav and Torah she-
ba’al peh. It was not only a site of korbanot,
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but a place of Torah. Without Torah study,
the nation could not sustain a Sinai-like en-
counter with the Shechinah.

To underscore the linkage between kor-
banot and Torah, at least one Kohen would
sit on the Sanhedrin. This connection bound
avodah at the mizbeach to deliberation in To-
rah. The Mikdash was sustained not by ritual
alone, but by Torah that gave ritual its mean-
ing. Only through this integration could the
Mikdash preserve the structure of Sinai with-
in national life.

TORAH AS A SAFEGUARD

Beyond structure and symbolism, there
was a deeper concern. There was yet anoth-
er reason the Mishkan, and later the Mik-
dash, were anchored in Torah study. First,
to perpetuate the Torah-based giluy Shechi-
nah of Sinai. Second, to prevent ritual from
becoming empty form. Without Torah at its
center, the Mikdash risked devolving into
ceremony detached from encounter. Sus-
taining Torah study ensured that the spir-
it of the rituals remained present, not only
their structure.

Each day, after Shemoneh Esrei, we pray for
the rebuilding of the Mikdash, speedily in our
time. We ask that Hashem grant us our share
in Torah and allow us once again to offer kor-
banot: v’tein chelkeinu b’Toratecha v’sham
na’avodcha b’yirah. Without the Mikdash, our
access to Torah is diminished. When the Mik-
dash is restored, our access to the divine will
of Hashem will be restored as well. ®

H OU Press is honored to partner
[ Ay antse with Rabbi Moshe Taragin on his
P‘;g’ new volume in Hebrew regarding
i _‘ the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch
. Hahastara). This remarkable book is
also available in English, “Dark Clouds
Above, Faith Below”




Caring for Aging Parents? Ly Mot

Care Management by Emunah

We're here to help you find the right solutions
for your parents' changing needs.

Assessment & Personalized Care Plan « Ongoing Care [
Management « One-Time Crisis Consultation consultation

Peace of mind for you. Quality care for your parents.

Elisheva Weingarten
Property Appraising

Enjoy peace of mind
in your piece of Israel

Licensed property appraisal services
with years of experience in the
Jerusalem area, offering clear,

independent, and unbiased property

valuations. Understand a property’s
true value before you buy!

® +972-058-603-6375
© elishevawpa@gmail.com

elishamait

OU ISRAEL CENTER 63



HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

Brick by
Brick

MELACHIM 1 - 5:26-6:13

This past week, thousands of women com-
pleted the third cycle of Torat Imecha Nach
Yomi. A siyum marks a moment of comple-
tion — but more deeply, it reveals what has
been built, day by day, perek by perek.

This week’s Haftorah describes the con-
struction of the Beit HaMikdash. Shlomo
HaMelech gathers materials and begins the
sacred work. And then, in the midst of con-
struction, Hashem speaks:
~2DPN2 720 DX — 1)1 NDX YR 1720

2K )2 N2 MY

“The House that you are building — if you
walk in My statutes... I will dwell among the
children of Israel.” (Melachim I 6:12-13)

The structure creates the possibility of Di-
vine presence. But it is consistency, the daily
act of walking in His ways, that allows that
presence to dwell.

The Abarbanel teaches that Tanach itself

HANDYMAN

Repairs - Painting - Electricity
Plumbing
Q@ Jerusalem & surrounding areas

Avraham
3 058-799-7833
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BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA

T P‘I"_‘-'_‘-\_
SHMIDMAN J

ety

INITIATIVE

reflects the structure of the Mikdash. Torah
corresponds to the Kodesh HaKodashim, the
innermost sanctum. Ketuvim parallels the
outer courtyard. And Nevi’im corresponds to
the Heichal - the space between, where the
Divine word enters human life.

This is the space of Nach.

Each day of learning is another stone
placed. Steadily. Deliberately. Lovingly.

The Haftorah teaches that the stones were
shaped before they arrived, “no hammer or
iron tool was heard in the House while it was
being built.” (Melachim I 6:7) The structure
emerged quietly, the visible result of prior,
unseen effort.

So too at a siyum. What stood before us
was not simply the completion of a cycle,
but the visible form of something built slow-
ly over two years — a sanctuary formed
through daily return.

And the promise of the Haftorah echoes
beyond the Mikdash:

2872 )2 7IN2 1Y)

“I will dwell among the children of Israel.”

We are promised that Hashem will not on-
ly dwell in sacred spaces, but within those
who build them.

And so we begin again. Because the goal
is never simply to finish but to build a place
where the Hashem’s presence can dwell. B

Wills * Probate * Pre & Post-Nuptial Agreements
Guardianship * Durable Power of Attorney
(Financial/Health/Personal Decisions)

HALACHIC ESTATE PLANNING

TIRTZA JOTKOWITZ, ESQ.
tirtzaj@gmail.com * 052-509-3356 * 02-625-6475
(845) 425-8871 + (845) 694-7645




Thc lsrael Lancl l:und

Investment opoportunities
in Jerusalem and the Blnyamin region

}cruadicm Rt‘:fm entia

])m-r‘.inpmﬁnt Fr-:‘:pr‘.rl:q

= Land zoned for large residential building
project in Jerusalem’s Gilo neighborhood.
= 3 residential towers, 17 floors each,
284 total apartment units.
m Approved Municipal building Plan and

approved by the District Planning Committee.

(10 rgeous ]:'-':rrnianr[

in &mqamln }\*‘o’:on
m These parcels are from 1 - 7 dunams and are
being offered for 100,000 ils per dunam.

- We have experienced farmers who are ready

to work these lands and/or move in and build
farms/orchards.

g | m Land Near Ramat Shlomo 1.5 dunams of land,

adjacent to Jerusalem's Ramat Shlomo.
Price: $400,000.

| m Partial lotin Nachalat Shimon

Small partial lot in Jerusalem's Nachalat
Shimon nelghborhood.

80 meters of a 200 meter lot.

Price: $325,000 plus legal expenses and taxes.
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Discovering

and Celebrating
the Honor in All

(Middot HaRaaya,
Kavod (piska #8 & #9)

One of the most remarkable aspects of Rav
Kook’s life and teachings was the stunning
emphasis he placed on deep respect and sen-
sitivity toward others, and on
the esteem one must hold even
for those who pursue paths dif-
ferent from our own. This per-
spective, which he consistently
extolled, is reflected in the fol-
lowing teaching from Midot
HaRa’aya:

“It is essential to find honor-
able aspects in every situation.
Then the light of the whole
world, in its highest glory, will
become manifest and begin to
endure. ‘And the reproach of His people will
be taken away from all the earth’ (Isa. 25:8).”
(Midot HaRa’aya, Kavod, piska #8)

This teaching can be traced back to a well-
known Mishnah in Pirkei Avot:

Ben Azzai used to say, “Do not belittle any-
one and do not dismiss anything, for there is
no man who does not have his time, nor any-
thing that does not have its place.” (Avot 4:3)

Rav Yisrael Meir Lau cites the classic com-
mentary Midrash Shmuel, which explains
that even the simplest Jew is overflowing with
good deeds. As our Sages state: “Even the emp-
ty among Israel are filled with mitzvot as a

§ Rav Abraham
—
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Isaac Kook zt”1

pomegranate is filled with seeds” (Berachot
57a; Eruvin 19a). Even if we notice nothing ex-
traordinary about a person, everyone has done
something good, demonstrated
some kindness, and refrained
from some misdeed—*“there is
no man who does not have his
time.” (Rav Lau on Pirkei Avot,
vol. 2, p. 539)

LEARNING FROM THE SINFUL

RAVEN

The Midrash offers an as-
tounding explanation as to
why Noach chose to send out
the raven from the Ark. Why,
of all birds, did he select the ra-
ven? According to the Midrash, Noach sought
to banish it because it had sinned on the Ark.
The raven had engaged in intimate relations
at a time when all creatures had been com-
manded to refrain during the Flood. Noach
felt the raven deserved exile.

Yet God instructed Noach to allow the raven
to return, for the world would one day need it.
Indeed, when Eliyahu the prophet hid from
Achav in the wilderness, ravens brought him
food (Bereishit Rabbah 33:5).

Why did God choose the raven, of all birds,
to sustain Eliyahu? Let us recall that Eliyahu
went into hiding after cursing Achav and his



generation with drought. By appointing the
raven to feed him, God delivered a striking
message: just as the raven—hardly known
for generosity—provided sustenance for you,
S0 too must you cultivate greater compassion.

While it is admirable to take courageous
measures in defense of Heaven’s honor, one
must not belittle anyone, for even the most
wicked individual retains the capacity for
repentance. God was teaching Eliyahu that
his condemnation of Achav had been overly
harsh (see Rav Lau on Pirkei Avot, p. 540).

A SOARING MESSAGE TO THE GENERATION

Many within the religious community were
deeply distressed that the Jews returning to
build the Land of Israel were not observant
and were establishing communities that di-
verged from traditional Torah values.

Rav Kook believed it was essential to offer
a religious response to this new reality. In
particular, he sought to address how the re-
ligious community should relate to these pi-
oneers. While many rabbinic leaders chose
to condemn them, Rav Kook offered a revolu-
tionary perspective in his essay HaDor (“The
Generation”) in Ikvei HaTzon.

Rav Kook argued that in previous genera-
tions, Jews who abandoned Torah were often
morally lax or culturally unsophisticated. In
contrast, the contemporary generation con-
sisted of high-quality individuals filled with
moral ambition and spiritual yearning. They
were searching for absolute, exalted truth—
one that would bring tikkun (perfection) to Is-
rael and the entire world. They perceived Ju-
daism and halachah as unable to address the
profound questions of humanity, nationhood,
and universal destiny.

Rav Kook called upon the religious commu-
nity to respond with depth and grandeur. This
generation, he insisted, must be addressed

~——
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with expansive ideas. “The less significant
and simpler ideas, although filled with truth
and integrity, will not suffice [for this gener-
ation]” (p. 112).

Strikingly, Rav Kook emphasized the good-
ness and idealism within this generation. His
goal was not to strip them of their light, but to
elevate it through Torah:

“We will not rob them of all the light and
good, all the radiance and intensity they have
obtained, but rather increase and illuminate
them from the light of Life, the light of Truth,
shining forth from the source of Israel’s soul.”
(p. 109)

HaDor exemplifies Rav Kook’s teaching: “It
is essential to find the honorable aspect in ev-
ery situation.” Despite the darkness and the
ease with which one could focus on flaws, Rav
Kook chose to identify the core of truth and
goodness within the generation and declared
it essential. This, he taught, is the elevated
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path of a Jew—especially at this auspicious
moment in history. Draw out the light. Reveal
the forces of goodness. In this way we elevate
the generation, bring tikkun to the world, and
pave the path to geulah (redemption).

A BRILLIANT TITLE

HabDor appeared in Ikvei HaTzon, first pub-
lished in 1906, two years after Rav Kook’s
aliyah to Yaffo. The title is drawn from Shir
HaShirim: “If you do not know... go out in the
footsteps of the flock” (1:8).

Traditionally, the verse implies that the
flock follows the shepherd—suggesting that
the generation must follow rabbinic leader-
ship. Yet Rav Kook subtly intimates anoth-
er meaning: that leadership must also learn
from the flock. The pioneers returning to Is-
rael were reclaiming noble ideals and elevat-
ed yearnings long suppressed in exile. In Orot
HaKodesh (vol. 2, p. 364), Rav Kook cautions
both rabbinic and secular intellectuals not
to disconnect from the masses, whose spir-
itual instincts are often healthier and more
authentic.

The brilliance of the title lies in its call for
mutual respect and shared growth. True na-
tional success requires that both sides learn
from one another.

RAV KOOK'’S HEART

Rav Kook’s insistence on highlighting the

good in others flowed naturally from his
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overflowing heart. Two exquisite aphorisms
capture this spirit:

“My beloved brothers, if only I had arms the
size of the world, so that I could embrace you
all with love.” (Igrot HaRa’aya, vol. 2, p. 229)

“The purest tzaddikim do not complain
about evil, but increase righteousness. They
do not complain about atheism, but increase
faith. They do not complain about ignorance,
but increase wisdom.” (Arpilei Tohar 80)

MESSIANIC YEARNINGS

“When the light of Mashiach shines in the
heart, it conditions us to respect people. ‘It
shall come to pass on that day that the nations
will seek the scion of Jesse... and his resting
place shall be glorious’ (Isa. 11:10).” (Midot
HaRa’aya, Kavod, piska #9)

While “glorious” is the usual translation,
Rav Kook reads the verse as pointing toward
kavod—a world suffused with mutual respect
inspired by Mashiach.

Malachi famously prophesied that the final
redemption would bring about “the returning
of the hearts of parents to their children and
the hearts of children to their parents.” Once
again, Eliyahu stands at the center. After con-
demning the Jewish people, he is rebuked by
God. According to Rashi, God expresses dis-
appointment: “I do not desire your prophecy
when you prosecute My children.”

As a rectification, Eliyahu returns through-
out history—to a Brit Milah, to the Pesach Sed-
er—witnessing the Jewish people’s loyalty. Ul-
timately, he will herald the final redemption
(Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer, ch. 29).

Rav Kook writes that with our return to
the Land, we await a “giluy Eliyahu”—a rev-
elation of Elijah (Igrot HaRa’aya, vol. 1, letter
96). Perhaps this means that the lesson Eli-
yahu learned—compassion over condemna-
tion—must be internalized if redemption is to



unfold. Honor, respect, and love must stand at
the center of our communal life.

Rav Yaakov Moshe Charlop echoes this
theme. Just as Moshe and Aharon led the re-
demption from Egypt, the final redemption
will unfold through Eliyahu and the Melech
HaMashiach. Eliyahu’s task is to restore uni-
ty—“to return the hearts of fathers to children
and children to fathers.” Rav Charlop stresses
that this work of reconciliation is essential as
we rebuild the Land (Mei Marom, Mimaynei
Hayeshua ch. 18).

IT’S TIME TO SIT AT THE SAME TABLE

Rav Kook teaches that as we approach mes-
sianic times, the urgency of brotherhood in-
tensifies. Why?

The Imrei Emes, the famed Gerer Rebbe, il-
lustrated this with a parable:

A wealthy father married off his daughters
to two fine sons-in-law. One ate only dairy, the
other only meat, so they sat at separate tables.
When the father later fell into poverty and
could serve only bread and water, the sons-in-
law continued eating separately. Seeing this,
the father exclaimed, “When one ate meat
and the other dairy, separate tables made
sense. But for dry bread—why separate?”

After centuries of suffering and exile, we sit
at one table. We share one Shulchan Aruch. It
is time to sit together in brotherhood and love.

As we near the end of the long night of exile,
we must learn to see the goodness and light
within every Jewish soul.

LIFE LESSONS

e There is no greater act of chesed than of-
fering sincere praise. Encouragement is
among the most powerful catalysts for
growth and success.

¢ Whenever possible, share with others the
kind words spoken about them.

e Acrucial tool in seeing the good in oth-
ers is the teaching: “Judge every person
favorably” (Avot 1:6). The Sfat Emet notes
the Mishnah’s phrase kol ha’adam—*“the
entire person”—teaching that to judge fa-
vorably we must consider the whole in-
dividual, with all the complexities of his
or her life. m

fem=m=== Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent

ﬁ OU Press Publication, “Torah United”

on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org ata special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.
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Question: My wife hired a babysitter (=bbst)
for a few afternoon hours and was about to
pay her cash, when bbst said she preferred
payment via Paybox. My wife does not have
it on her phone, so she messaged me with the
details. I was busy at work and did the trans-
fer at night. Later, I was concerned that per-
haps I/we violated bal talin (not paying late).
Did it help that: I had prepared the money in
time, and bbst decided not to take it; my wife
hired her, and she did her job by providing
me as an address bbst accepted, and I who
paid late, did not hire her?

Answer: It is an honor to field a question
from one who is so concerned with the mi-
nutiae of this important mitzva that few peo-
ple think about. Ostensibly, since bbst worked
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by the hour and finished before the end of
halachic day, you/your wife had to pay before
night (Bava Metzia 110b). We will analyze
possible indications that you did not violate
anything, some of which depend on nuanced
details.

Like for most monetary rights mitzvot (rib-
bit is an exception), if the worker agrees to
receive the money later than standard, there
is no violation of bal talin or related mitzvot.
(The employer may sometimes lose the pos-
itive mitzva of “on its day you shall pay his
wages” (Devarim 24:15; see Pitchei Teshuva,
Sechirut 9:(36)), but this is quite innocuous).
The rights’ waiver need not be explicit or en-
thusiastic. For example, the gemara (Bava
Metzia 111a) says that one whose livelihood
is from periodic market days can wait to pay
when that day comes because we assume the
worker understood all along that this is when
he would be paid (Rashi ad loc.). Even when
all parameters indicate on-time payment,
if the worker did not ask yet for the money,
there is no bal talin (Bava Metzia 112a); the
lack of request is sufficient indication that he
does not care to get paid yet (Ahavat Chesed
1:9:11).

From this perspective, it is likely that bbst’s
mindset was as follows: “The mother is will-
ing to pay me now, and I asked for Paybox,
which she can’t do and she has to ask her hus-
band. Who knows if he is available now to do
it? I really do not care if he does it right away
or in several hours.” If so, what happened is
fine. On the other hand, Halacha follows psy-
chological assumptions Chazal make about
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cases like ours, and we are hesitant to make
small distinctions between their case and ours
or say that mindsets have changed - barring
strong indications. In cases where we do not
have an assumption of Chazal, like yours, it
is difficult to rely on our own psychological
assumptions.

Considering that the gemara (Bava Metzia
111a) says that bal talin is only when the per-
son who must pay also hired the worker, how
to view your home dynamics is significant. It
sounds that your wife had both roles — until
she lost the payment role. It is a good question
to what extent to treat a couple as one unit or
as partners (see Ahavat Chesed 1:10:(10); She-
vet Halevi VII:322).

According to the possibility that you en-
tered the picture as a “player” and not just
someone doing his wife’s technical bidding
or a part of the “couple unit, ” the following
halacha is relevant. If the employer arranges
for a storeowner to give credit to the work-
er on his behalf, the employer’s obligation is
suspended (Bava Metzia 111a), at least if the
worker agrees (see Beit Yosef, CM 339, Ahavat
Chesed ibid. 5). However, if your wife assured

bbst that you would pay immediately and you
could not, you might not be equivalent to the
storeowner.

In short, it is likely that your family’s forth-
coming approach was enough that bbst was
fine with the slight delay, based on psycho-
logical grounds or halachic precedent. The
halachically safest thing was for your wife to
stipulate that bbst waive the need to pay be-
fore night if she wanted Paybox. Although
bbst would almost certainly agree, if needed,
your wife had leverage, as an employer who
has cash to pay cannot be told she must pay
in another way. However, if your wife readily
agreed that bbst would be paid with Paybox
without receiving a grace period, it might be
a problem.
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Machon Puah for Fertility and

In the last couple of articles, we started to
discuss the implications of the spread of fer-
tility treatment and the proliferation of ba-
bies conceived through in-vitro fertilization.
This has impacted the importance placed on
fertility treatment in the medical community,
and has given rise to a number of far-reaching
halachic conclusions.

In these articles I raised the question of the
complete shift in Rabbinic thinking in the en-
tire approach to fertility treatment. Originally
IVF was viewed by both the medical and the
halachic community as something unusual
and scarce. In the medical field this was seen
in the allocation of hospital resources and the
exposure of medical students to this disci-
pline, among others.

This reality also had expressions among the
Poskim, who asked whether this new treat-
ment fitted into the rubric of medical treat-
ment, and could be performed on Shabbat,
for example, as well as other questions.
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RABBI GIDEON WEITZMAN

Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

I received a couple of complaints from read-
ers who took offense to the way that I raised
the question of fulfilling the mitzvah in an un-
usual way. They found it to be insensitive and
inappropriate for the pages of Torah Tidbits.

As I have already written to the readers
who turned to me or the editor with their
complaints, I apologize for inadvertently
causing any harm or anguish. This was not
my intention at all, on the contrary, I wanted
to show how fertility treatment has become
the norm and is almost universally accepted
and encouraged. But, in trying to present this,
it may have given a wrong impression and of-
fended people.

This impresses upon me how important it
is to be careful and extremely vigilant in what
we say, when we say it and how we say it. This
is true in all circumstances, and even more
so, when dealing with the exceedingly deli-
cate subject of fertility treatment. This pierces
the most intimate details of people’s lives and
essence and we need to be so particular and
cautious when discussing these issues.

I still think that it is important to raise the
issues and increase public awareness to the
intricacies and complexities of fertility treat-
ment, including the required sensitivity. I be-
lieve that the articles that I have written for
many years here in Torah Tidbits have tried to
do this, and when it is necessary, I am willing
to stand corrected and try to improve.

Again, I am sorry and appreciate all read-
er’s comments.

We will continue next time.
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Call 077-400-3199 or Office.tbavi@gmail.com
USA 71 8'71 5'0001 Teddy stadium, 1st David Ayalon st. Jerusalem
~
This Purim,
no one should feel forgotten.
Delivering mishloach manot
for gerim across Israel
JOIN US!
www.OhevGer.org/Donate
Ohev Ger d_
T 1N
Caring For Converts
I 111 “P
J
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VO)Nefesh
WO)2 B'Nefesh

UPCOMING EVENTS IN ISRAEL

TECHNOLOGY MADE SIMPLE

Boost your digital skills and make life in Israel easier! NBN
is here to help you navigate Israel-related apps, from
healthcare to banking, transportation to translation.
Sunday, February 22 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

NETWORIK

S NOSIT

NETWORK & NOSH

Mingle with Olim, pick the brain of a rockstar in your
field and get the inside scoop on making it in Israel -
this month with Deloitte!

Sunday, February 22 | NBN TLV Center

-
-
-

4

PURIM FAMILY FESTIVAL

Join us for a lively evening featuring delicious food and
drinks, creative crafts, and special activities for kids.

Sunday, March 1| NBN TLV Center

"WHITE CITY LADIES" TOUR OF TLV

A walking tour of Tel Aviv's White City, uncovering the hidden stories
of the remarkable women who shaped its culture and architecture.

Sunday, March 8 | Dizengoff Square

TRANSLATION STATION

Our dedicated NBN staff offer one-on-one assistance to help
you navigate and understand any challenging Hebrew task.

Tuesdays, NBN Aliyah Campus JLM | Thursdays, NBN TLV Center

WINTER
SESSIONS |

CAFE OLEH: WINTER SESSIONS

Supplement your existing Hebrew skills with the words and
insights you need to survive & thrive in Israel.

December 2025 - February 2026 | Online




VO)Nefesh
WO)A B'Nefesh

UPCOMING EVENTS OVERSEAS

NBN ON TOUR

Thinking about Aliyah? NBN is hitting the road! Join
us for an informal meeting about Aliyah planning.
Hear from NBN Aliyah experts and discuss your
upcoming Aliyah journey.

BOSTON | THURSDAY, MARCH 12

PHILLY | TUESDAY, MARCH 17

BALTIMORE | WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18

& MEDEX

MEDEX NEW JERSEY

An exclusive opportunity to advance your medical career in Israel.
Connect with Ministry of Health officials and get hands-on support
for every stage of your licensure process.

Sunday, March 15 | New Jersey

ALIYAH FAIR NEW JERSEY

Meet with Aliyah advisors and connect with prospective Olim to gain
insights into the Aliyah process, financial planning, housing, community
selection, Aliyah benefits, healthcare, retirement, and more!

Monday, March 16 | New Jersey

Pre Aliyah
Planning
Webinars

PRE ALIYAH
PLANNING WEBINARS

Join Nefesh B'Nefesh for a series of informative webinars
covering every step of the process, from required
documents and planning your move, to understanding
your Aliyah benefits, healthcare options, and first steps
to finding a job in Israel. Get the guidance, tools, and
confidence you need to begin your new life in Israel.

February - March 2026 | Online
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At Yehoshua’s command, the sun stood still
in Giv’'on and the moon stopped in its path at
the Valley of Ayalon. The Talmud (Berachot
58a) enumerates this episode as a link in the
chain of miraculous victories on the histori-
cal continuum from Creation to the ultimate
battle between Gog and Magog, including the
downfalls of Rome and Amalek. Why high-
light this particular miracle, rather than the
cataclysmic collapse of the walls of Yericho
upon the entry to the Holy Land?

In fact, one might question why this mira-
cle was necessary at all - the battle was well in
hand, with victory already in sight. Why did
Yehoshua find it necessary to interfere with
the course of nature and stop the sun and
moon in their tracks? Moreover, what was so

Arthur Samuels, DPM

|

PODIATRIST

Over 30 years experience

Licensed in Israel
l " & America

053-427-6363

& 'ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com

CINEMA CITY MALL, JERUSALEM
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MRS. LEAH FEINBERG

extraordinary about this event that prompt-
ed the text to record it as a day unique in all
of history, prior and subsequent? Malbim of-
fers a profound answer to this question. The
uniqueness of this miracle was twofold: First,
it is singular in that it was brought about by
Yehoshua’s direct decree to the sun and moon,
rather than through prayer or divine instruc-
tion. Secondly, the purpose for which this mir-
acle was effected sets it apart from all other
miracles. In most cases, a miracle occurs at
Hashem’s behest, either to publicize His Name
or to save the Jewish people from an immedi-
ate threat. In no other instance do we find a
Navi requesting a miracle for the sole purpose
of demonstrating that Hashem is in control of
the battle being fought by the army of Israel.
In this case, the army was already winning
the war, whether by natural means or a mir-
acle cloaked in nature, so there was no press-
ing need for supernatural intervention. It is
singular that Yehoshua decreed that the sun
and moon cease their movements solely for
the sake of declaring that it is Hashem, and
not the army, who is in control of the battle.!
Yehoshua, the figure most representative of
the transition from the openly miraculous exis-
tence of the forty year sojourn through the des-
ert to the new era of human endeavor in the
Land of Israel, recognized that military victory
gives rise to tension between acknowledging
the greatness of God and attributing success to
man. At the height of battle, he felt compelled
to exercise extreme measures to prevent the
swell of ego he may have perceived burgeon-
ing among his men. The midrash identifies

1. Malbim Yehoshua 10:12



Yehoshua’s proclamation as one of the ten Shi-
rot, songs of praise, found in all of Tanach.? Shi-
ra is mandated when one experiences super-
natural salvation. According to Rav Shimshon
Refael Hirsch: “rw means: to give external
form to thoughts and emotions that have been
awakened within oneself; generally, to give ar-
dent expression to what some external event
has revealed to the inner self, that which is in-
visible to the eye, but which is clearly seen by
the mind’s eye. Hence, 7V primarily denotes
words singing of God’s work in history.”
Yehoshua was sharing with his people what
he himself perceived in battle but they were
failing to apprehend. By singing Shira at this
juncture, Yehoshua was demonstrating that
all victories are attributed to Hashem, even
those that appear to be “natural”. Hashem is
in constant control of all natural phenomena.
This message was intended to guide the Jew-
ish army in all of its future battles, for all time.
The commentators debate whether the
miracle wrought by Yehoshua was mani-
fest throughout the world, or only in the lo-
cations specified by the text. According to
the Maharsha, the miracle was experienced
worldwide, magnifying the glory of Hashem
and Yehoshua.* According to the Maharal, the

2. Mechilta Beshalach
3. Shimshon Refael Hirsch Shemot 15:1
4. Maharsha Berachot 58a

Jonathan Gellis
0538236143

Sales and
Renovatlons

miracle was perceived by those in Giv’on and
Emek Ayalon, but no further. The purpose of
the miracle was fulfilled in its appreciation
among the Jewish people alone - it was in-
tended as a particular message for them. Time
stood still for one nation in one place while
continuing as usual for the rest of the world,
serving to magnify Hashem’s power and His
wonders. The fact that two antithetical things
can be true at the same time is an inherent
quality of miracles.’

May we merit to follow in the footsteps of
Yehoshua, and see the Hand of Hashem man-
ifest in all circumstances, and to join together
in singing the penultimate song celebrating
the final Geulah. m

5. Gevurot Hashem Second Introduction

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
Department chairperson and New Teacher
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of
the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi series,
which just began it's fourth cycle, women scholars
deliver a daily shiur on the books of Prophets
(Neviim) and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a
chapter a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners
of all levels who would like to participate in the
two-year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU
Women'’s Initiative to register for additional content.

0586927574
Property Management
and Mamtenance

WWW.seaview/lsraelfcom
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HE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

JERUSALEM

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM

NEAR KIRYAT MOSHE - BEIT HAKEREM
Beautiful 3.5-room apt., 2nd floor,
nicely designed, small building,
sukkah balcony, private parking,
quiet & green surroundings. Near
synagogue, schools, supermarket &
shops, Exclusive! Anat 055-4549434

Pinchus Klahr, MD
Rheumatology

US Board Certified { Misrad HaBriut recognized speciaist
in all Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain
Conscientious “*American style” Care
Convenicntly located at
Refa Na Medical Center, Givar Shanl. Jersalem

0352-713-2224

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

IN OLD KATAMON - ELROI ST.,

4 rooms, high floor, Shabbat elevator,
panoramic view, quiet & central, fully
accessible, near synagogues, shops
& cafes, schools & culture. Exclusive!

Matan 055-4549479

IN NORTH TALPIOT - ALBECK/CASPI
Unique 4-room, 2nd floor, balconies,
open views. Walking distance to
the Kotel and Mount Zion,
Sherover Promenade, First Station,
Cinematheque, Khan Theatre,
Yes Planet, shops, cafés, and
public transportation. Exclusive!
Jean Pierre 055-4578977

BETWEEN KIRYAT MOSHE & GIVAT SHAUL
Beautifully renovated 4-room apt.,
bright and sunny, 2nd floor,
open views, large sukkah balcony.
On a small and quiet street,
near synagogues and excellent
schools, parks & playgrounds,
shopping, public transportation,
Exclusive! Itsik 055-4318147

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

) Beler Tziporah ah- | ,f
Bottled Water Ge

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having

the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama
shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

FACRERN FRRI)
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BERESHEET

International Senior Living Community

Learn Hebrew

at BERESHEET

Over 40% of our residents are English speakers, making this the perfect

B-WAY DIGITAL

opportunity to learn Hebrew in a supportive, bilingual environment.
As part of our diverse activities, we're delighted to invite you to join
something new and exciting - a unique Hebrew ulpan created especially
for you! In partnership with the leading Ulpan La-Inyan, we're bringing
you a proven, research-based learning method that will turn you into
confident Hebrew speakers.

For more information and registration:

050-490-5946

BERESHEET "‘~‘“ | *2349

Beresheet, Jerusalem Hills #®




PREMIUM

MOVING & STORAGE

Alw
MAXIBOX Premiummoving.co.il 053-7272-815° T%m

Logistics & storage

THE ISRAELB ONLINE COMMUNITY

Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!

B [nstall the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones

{Dedicated in memeory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
B Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
B We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
B Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
B Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more!
Subscribe to aur IsraelB newsletter, follow us CONTACT BENJY SINGER:

on Twitter (@lsraelBayit) and join our Facebook benjysinger@israelb.org or

Page & Groups. (Links on |sraelB.org) 053-285-1526
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BERESHEET

We Are Open!

Join us today and experience a

Full year trial

commitment-free, deposit-free
Come discover the magic of Beresheet!

The Wandering Jew in Cinema
Monday, February 23, 11:00 am

Join us for a fascinating lecture with film critic Ron Fogel, who
will trace the portrayal of the Jewish figure as reflected on the
silver screen throughout history.

From Jerusalem to Moscow
Monday, February 23", 6:00 pm

An evening of song and nostalgia with the talented vocalist
Shalva Berti, taking you on an emotional musical journey
between two beloved cities.

We'd love to see you

For more information and registration:
050-490-5946 | 2349

e Beresheet, Jerusalem Hills




Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

nmwa n»yYH
5”1 )20 IPYCX 7OV 12 PN PRI

Imagination
vs Reality

Michael asks:

My candidate is dating a girl I set him up
with, and it’s going well - they have chemistry,
good communication, and he enjoys her com-
pany. The only thing holding him back is that
this isn’t what he imagined. He had a picture
in his mind of who his wife would be, and this
doesn’t match it. What can I tell him?

Aleeza answers:

Many people walk into the dating world
holding an image they’ve carried for years.
Sometimes it’s shaped by family, sometimes
by culture, sometimes by quiet dreams we’ve
built in our heads and hearts. And there’s noth-
ing wrong with having a picture in mind. The
question now is: Is this picture preventing him
from seeing what’s real and in front of him?

Cheap movers create
expensive problems.®

|

:‘"” . - 3
On The Move

Moving, without the moving problems. |
054-736-9550

T
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A vision can lead us in a direction, but con-
nection lives in the present. If he’s feeling
warmth, respect, enjoyment, and growth,
those are not small things. Those are the foun-
dations of something real. The yetzer hara can
sometimes dress itself up as “clarity, ” whis-
pering, But this isn’t exactly what you had in
mind. And suddenly, a living, breathing per-
son is being compared to an idea that never
had to exist in reality.

You can gently help him get curious about
his picture instead of being controlled by it.
Ask him: What part of your vision is missing?
Listen as he reflects what’s different from
his vision. We are often comforted in find-
ing what we were searching for. Instead we
should be comforted by what we found, even
if it’s different from what we imagined. Dis-
comfort exists when reality does not align
with our vision. As we know, Hashem doesn’t
always send us what we want. He sends us
what we need to grow into the person we’re
meant to become.

Another question that can open his heart is:
How do you feel when you’re with her, and
who do you become in her presence? Does he
feel more grounded? Kinder? More himself?
Those are deeper indicators there is some-
thing real and good here.

It’s also important to reassure him that
doubt doesn’t mean something is wrong.
Transitioning from fantasy to reality can
feel disorienting. The shift from “imagined
spouse” to “real human connection” requires
a little time. And time passing to become more
comfortable can feel scary.



You’re not trying to convince him to ignore
his thoughts. You’re helping him listen more
deeply. If there’s genuine chemistry, commu-
nication, and joy that’s rare and a great sign.
There’s nothing to decide right now. Although
he feels like something is holding him back
my advice is to keep dating. Nothing is wrong.
He’s just not sure if it feels right...and for now
it doesn’t exactly feel right. I imagine for him
it feels different and different is uncomfort-
able. Just to be clear, different isn’t bad. it’s
just not what he expected.

Sometimes the greatest love stories begin
not with, “This is exactly what I pictured, ” but
with, “This feels good, even though it’s differ-
ent than who I had in mind.”

May your guidance help him to gracefully
navigate dating.

Blessings, Aleeza ®
v
Want to set up your friends?

Become their ambassador -

join Shagririm Balev!

[E7E en.shagririm.org.il
E 3 0585323242

0) »

oRIARe JCT  mizrach

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15-4pm
) Wednesdays 12-3pm
no experience needed

/ abaiRealEstate

Gaba:RealEstate.cnm

Private House, Greek Calony

Exclusive one-of-a-kind free-standing home just minutes
from Emek Refaim. A historically preserved residence
offering 588 SQM built on a 604 SQM lof. Call for
additional details.

In an Upcoming Project By The Same Daveloper As
Park 8 & Hamesila! Located next to Emek Refaim, this will
be a brand-new, 93 SQM 3-bedroom apartment with a safe
room, big balcony, parking, and storage in a high-spec
building! Tremendous Upside!

Reduced Price! Rare family home, spacious 200 sqm, 55
sqm garden, 6 rooms (Large Saferoom), 3.5 bath. Private
entrance, Parking, opt. for guest unit, bast location!

Deal Of The Week! 33 SOM renovated apartment in a
brand-new, fully accessible building. 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
underfloor heating, and a balcony with an amazing view!

Stunning newly renovated 3-room, 2-bathroom apartment
with access to parking in a beautiful Jerusalem slone
building, with a gorgeous view, Asking: 3,650,000 NIS

Brand-new 146 sqm in a boutique building, 4 beds, 2.5 bath,
accessible, parking & storage. Excellent value for an
oversized luxury unit minutes from Baka! Call for more info

Lowest Priced Apartment On The Market In Rechavial
only 5 steps, 54 SQM, 2 beds, AC, high ceilings, balcony.
Well-kept, near great synagogue, perfect Shabbat apariment!

Just Listed! an oversized 160 SOM home on one floor
with 3 succah balconies, shabbat elevator, parking, and
storage. Perfect for Frum families!

Brand New Apartment Resale! 2-bedroom with
incredible views, beautifully designed and upgraded
kosher kitchen, parking & storage. PRICED TO SELL
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Far mare works and books by
the cartoonist. wisit

weavens, wiar V| L2 oo WE'RE STARTING T0 wisHY| = L3
A SOUND! N YOU WERE, T00... Wigﬂ\;rﬂw

WEVE HAD SEVERAL REPORTS FROM
PASSERS-BY [OMPLAINING OF:
“NOISE POLLUTION®, " PUBLIC MENACE™, "AN
EAR-SPLITTING TRAVESTY™, “A RUTHLESS
ARMAGEDDOMN ON MUSIC AND HUMARITY MEE:)

00 WOUSE. >
I THE MDOLE OF

AND - TD QUOTE ONE CALLER -
“TERRIBLE. ABSOLUTE TORTURE. I'VE HEARD
MORE MUSICALLY PLEASING ATOM BOMES..."

IT CERTAINLY 15! AND IF YOU DON'T
PUT A STOP TOIT, | SHALL HAVE TO
ARREST YOU.

DANG, SOME FOLK AIN'T GOT KO
APPRECIATION OF NATURAL
, MUSICAL GENILS, THAT'S ALL...

HEY, LI'L DVIRRY!
HOW GOES IT, KIDDO? | (" UH... SURE... WHEN |
WANNA LOLLYPOP? WAS LIKE THREE...?
| KNOW HOW YOU
LOVES LOLLYPOPS... ARE YOU BEING
ARRESTED?

ARREST LIL WELL... DYOU
0L ME? YOU KHOW ANY SONGS
SURE ABOUT OF NEIL YOUNGT

THAT?

HUH!
HAR CODSHOW...

[ UNCLE HARVEY?!
| WHAT'RE YOU DDING
HERE?

RIGHT, THEN, YOU'RE
UNDER ARREST!




YOU KROW THIS
OFFENDER, YOUNG

HE™S MY DADS
BROTHER...

UNCLE HAR, SINCE WHEN
DO YOU GO BUSKING?

| THINK PEOPLE
HAVE NOTICED...

DECIDE TO
SUDDERLY...7

(H, YOUR OL'D UNCLE USED TO BE QUITE A ROCK STAR ) .

IN DAYS OF YORE, SOHHY...
THAT'S T0 SAY, D PLAY UNTIL PEOPLE THREATENED
T0 THROW ROCKS, AND I'D END UP SEEIN® STARS...

Ll TAINT ONE NO PLAYIN' FOR DECADES, THOUGH,
MIGHT BE A LI'L ON THE RUSTY SIDE...

YOU'RE BLAMING... | MEAN...

WELL, Y'KNDW, PARASHAT
: TRUMA AH" ALL, | WUZ SEIZED
wmr MADE YOU \| BY AN URGE TO GIVE THE PUBLIC
AH INSPIRATOMAL STREET
PERFORMANCE OF HOME~
RELATED SONGS, SEE?

CLAIMING TH.
THIS 15 ALL TO DO WITH THE PARASHA?!

DANG, KIDDO, WHAT 15 A
MISHKAN,
\ |F NOT A HOME FOR 6-D7

AND HOW IN THE WORLD
CAN A HUMAN-MADE
STRUCTURE OF A FEW DARN
SOUARE METRES HOUSE
THE INFINITE?

TS LIKE A FISH MAKIN
A TEERSY LI'L HEST TO HOUSE
THE PACIFIC OCEAN, RIGHT?

WELL, THE MISHKAH AIN'T
NO HOUSE 1N THAT SENSE, 1S 1T7
AT AINT ABOUT HAVIN® - AS BILLY JOEL
SINGS...

Ho
TH

A ROOE ABOVE AW GODD WALLS
s ALL ARDUMD"... oF

YES, ALRIGHT,
_ ALRIGHT...

¥
OR

You

DANG, RAV EREZ MOSHE DORON SAYS THAT

UHIFORM DR WORK-GEAR AN ALLOW

YO ¥'REALLY ARE. UNDER ALL THEM TITLES, )

AR 15 WHERE Y'KICK OFF ¥°BOOTS AT
E END OF THE DAY, AND PEEL OFF THE

YERSELF T0 BE TOTALLY YO'SELF!

AIN'T THE DOCTOR OR THE POSTMAN
THE PRIME MINISTER EVERYONE THINK
Y'ARE...

RE THE DAD OR THE HUSBAND OR TIlE

RIGHT?

" THE HOME HE WANTS IS SOMEWHERE WE CAN ALL
MEET HIM UP CLOSE, WITHOUT ALL THAT FORMAL

WD‘N; THAT'S...
(UNTE INSPIRATIONAL,
SIR...

THAT'S WHAT DROVE YOU
TO PUT OK A PARASHAT
TRUMA™ STREET
PERFORMAMCE?

HO, SIR.
I"LL... ILL EVEN...
LEND A HAND,
IFYOU
LIKE...

GEE, OFFICER KRUPKE,
MAYBE ROW Y'ALL WON'T
60 ARRESTIN' FOLK FOR TRYIN"
T SPREAD A LI'L HOMELINESS
IK THE WORLD...

HERE IN THE POLICE L&R_

SWEEEEET
" HOOOOOME
s ALABAMA...\

TERRIBLE.
WHAT AN EAR-
SPLITTING
TRAVESTY.

PUBLIC MENACES LIKE THAT
I]lIISIH' T'BE ﬁRRESIED



TORAH 4 TEENS

MIKAYLA DANIEL
MADRICHA

HASHEM WITHIN US

In this week’s parasha, Terumah, Hash-
em gives Am Yisrael specific instructions for
constructing the Mishkan. Throughout the
Torah, we see a recurring request to create a
place for Hashem to dwell. However, we have
to ask: how is it possible to create a world-
ly space for an otherworldly Being such as
Hashem?

We find an answer in the parasha. Hashem
says, “D2IN2 *MOY) WTPN °7 1wy)” (Shemot
25:8), which translates to, “Let them make Me
a sanctuary so that I may dwell among them.”
The word DJiNA (“among them”) seems gram-
matically unusual when referring to a phys-
ical structure; it should say “in it, ” not “in
them.” Rabbi Jonathan Sacks %”1 explains that
the structure itself makes no difference; rath-
er, Hashem dwells in the hearts of those who
build it.

This teaches us that Hashem dwells within
all of us—we just need to open our eyes and
recognize His presence.

Tzitzit for Tzahal in RBSA
)
27 Nachal Maor

Every Tuesday night
‘ /’1\/‘”}2
y ]
' (Ohr Shalom Shul) ﬂ

19:00 - 21:30
0542133350 whatsApp only

Y@ IAT\RY NCSY ISRAEL

YOSEF BEGOUN
11TH GRADE, JERUSALEM

BEING AN AUTHENTIC JEW

Parashat Terumah teaches us that only
those motivated to contribute to the Mish-
kan should donate. In most cases of commu-
nal responsibility, everyone is required to do-
nate-for example, with the machatzit hashek-
el. Why, when it comes to giving terumah for
the upkeep of the Mishkan, is it given only by
those whose hearts motivate them?

Terumah means setting aside something of
your own and giving it to Hashem. The pasuk
tells us that the donation must be given with
an attitude of 129 127, Rashi explains that
the word 127 is an expression of voluntary
contribution coming from within one’s own
heart. The idea is that when B’nei Yisrael see
individuals giving generously of their own
portion to Hashem, they will be inspired to do
so themselves.

The pasuk tells us, N2 >NDWY WTPN Y W)
D> -“They shall make a sanctuary for Me so
that I may dwell among them” (25:8). This
shows that authentic Judaism is about mak-
ing a place for Hashem within our hearts.

We should strive to serve Hashem in the
most authentic way, avoid simply “going
through the motions, ” and, by doing so, in-
spire others to grow in Torah and mitzvot. m

A small Sefer Torah with its own Aron Kodesh
is available to shiva houses or for any other
necessary occasion on a temporary free-loan basis.
If needed call Uri Hirsch: 0545513173
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HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM WK
FOLDING CHAIRS A

« STYLE & COMFORT
« MANY COLORS & DESIGNS %;%_%
« STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS

« FAST DELIVERY _

Spacious grounds | 10 min Luxury
with lots from 8- bedroom villa
f activities Kinnere t | (Forup to 25 people)

€ OLDEES

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181

SOUNDS & NOTES SERTES - CONGERT NO. 6 ilUINNPi ?

BEYOND NOTES TR
PURE ROMANTICISM

UANIU DINUR CONDUCTOR
ROI DRYAN MANDOLINE

PRICE DISCOUNT WITH PROMOCODE: 120 /P
26.2.26 | JERUSALEN

TICKETS: JCAMERATA.SMARTICKET.CO.IL
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RAMADA

VVVVVVVVV
JERUSALEM

- Pesach

is just around the corner

Join friends and family at the
‘Ramada Jerusalem Hotel

Kosher 'Mehadrin, Absolutely no Kitniyot!
Non-Gebrochts | OU Glatt
Fascinating Shiurim | Fun for the Family

Fabulous Enfertainment_

Ohad Moskovitz | Yishai Lapidot | Meni Hollander | Sivan Rahav Meir
Dov Hendler - Baal Tefilla

%

CALL TODAY TO RESERVE | LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE

www.jerusalemramadahotel.com | reservations@ramadajerusalem.com | 02-6599950

94 TORAH TIDBITS 1649 / TERUMAH



Even An All-Star Shadchanit,
Won't Score... If She’s Unmotivated 51000 NIS

DON'T BE

FROM EACH SIDE
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NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

In a finished brand new building on

Mekor Chaim Street - Spacious 2, 3 & 4 rooms
apartments, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking
and Shabbat Elevator, 2 room - 2.09m NIS; large
86m 3 room - 3.17m NIS and 4 rooms - 3.79m NIS

Great opportunity to buy in a new building
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot

2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices
start at just 2.39m NIS

Meals for wedding and :
Sheva Brachotatcost ! @
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Tel:052-633-1744
gadgadood@gmail.com
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Want FREE,NEW
Torah coloring pages?

Sign up to receive them at
annkoffsky.com or on substack@

Coloring J wish

o

' Avrum Aaron & Associates

Are you an Israeli 4
Resident with &
U.S. Assets?

Avoid double probate
& ensure your family
inherits your legacy
while avoiding
unnecessary costs

FREE CONSULTATION =»

(® 054-398-4380
Avrum@lop-llc.com

OU ISRAEL CENTER 95



Jgive
Unmask
Smarter Giving

€
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Open a Jgive donor-advised fund (DAF)

Centralize all your Israeli giving in one digital platform
and shape your philanthropic journey. Easily convert
your stocks or cash into meaningful support for any
Israeli charity, while enjoying substantial tax benefits in
the US, UK, or Israel.

Learn more at platinum@jgive.com or scan the
QR code to get started:




