HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

Brick by
Brick

MELACHIM 1 - 5:26-6:13

This past week, thousands of women com-
pleted the third cycle of Torat Imecha Nach
Yomi. A siyum marks a moment of comple-
tion — but more deeply, it reveals what has
been built, day by day, perek by perek.

This week’s Haftorah describes the con-
struction of the Beit HaMikdash. Shlomo
HaMelech gathers materials and begins the
sacred work. And then, in the midst of con-
struction, Hashem speaks:
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“The House that you are building — if you
walk in My statutes... I will dwell among the
children of Israel.” (Melachim I 6:12-13)

The structure creates the possibility of Di-
vine presence. But it is consistency, the daily
act of walking in His ways, that allows that
presence to dwell.

The Abarbanel teaches that Tanach itself
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reflects the structure of the Mikdash. Torah
corresponds to the Kodesh HaKodashim, the
innermost sanctum. Ketuvim parallels the
outer courtyard. And Nevi’im corresponds to
the Heichal - the space between, where the
Divine word enters human life.

This is the space of Nach.

Each day of learning is another stone
placed. Steadily. Deliberately. Lovingly.

The Haftorah teaches that the stones were
shaped before they arrived, “no hammer or
iron tool was heard in the House while it was
being built.” (Melachim I 6:7) The structure
emerged quietly, the visible result of prior,
unseen effort.

So too at a siyum. What stood before us
was not simply the completion of a cycle,
but the visible form of something built slow-
ly over two years — a sanctuary formed
through daily return.

And the promise of the Haftorah echoes
beyond the Mikdash:
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“I will dwell among the children of Israel.”

We are promised that Hashem will not on-
ly dwell in sacred spaces, but within those
who build them.

And so we begin again. Because the goal
is never simply to finish but to build a place
where the Hashem’s presence can dwell. B
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