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. | made aliya in 2011 and live in Maale Adumim.

: Every time | hold shekel bills or Israeli coins in my hand I'm connected with an
unbroken chain of biblical history. The importance of assisting the poor with
money, especially with a loan, is as valid today as it was in Israel thousands
of years ago. The photo was taken in the Davidka flea market in Jerusalem

and it shows an assortment of Israeli coins from different periods.
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISR
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

Many families have the beautiful minhag of
holding a Tu Bishvat seder, where they gath-
er as many different types of fruits as possible,
sing songs, and take the opportunity to give
thanks to HaKadosh Baruch Hu for the great
bounty we see in Eretz Yisrael. It is incredible
to walk into the Machane Yehuda shuk and see
the array of fruits that are growing in our Land
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu gave us. It makes
you wonder whether perhaps there are more
fruits and trees growing in the Land of Israel
now than has ever grown here in history.

Just about two weeks ago, as we have done
for many years, my family and I sat down
for our Tu Bishvat seder. As we thanked

May the Torah Tidbits learned
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HaKadosh Baruch Hu for all these different
species of fruits and nuts that grow in the
Land of Israel, it brought me back to a recent
trip my wife and I took up north. Between
Covid-19, and the war, and so much going on,
it had been a long time since we were able to
get away. So we took the opportunity.

The north is so breathtaking, so beautiful
and stunning, but especially during those two
days we were there. After several days of rain,
the sun was shining through, and everything
was so green. We were able to hike the Arbel
and Nachal Tavor, and enjoy some of the Me-
hadrin Kosher cuisine up north. It was real-
ly spectacular. On the way home, I said to my
wife that we couldn’t pass by Moshav Sde Ilan
in the Galil without going in and visiting my
cousin.

Let me tell you about my cousin, Ira. Grow-
ing up, he was always the cousin we saw only
a few times - usually at big family get-togeth-
ers - because he was in Florida and we were
in New York. His family was not religious and
ours was, so it meant seeing each other was
not so common. However, several years after
my family made aliyah, we found out that Ira
was coming to learn in a yeshiva in Israel. I
was pretty surprised. But as it turns out, he
and his father had attended a couple of shi-
urim down in Florida, saw the beauty of To-
rah, and decided to reconnect. Ira joined the
religious community and that is where he has
been ever since.

He met a wonderful Beis Yaakov girl named
Tamar, and they got married. When we heard
that they had decided to make aliyah and live



in Israel, it was a cause for celebration
for my family and I. To have family
join you in Israel is such a special and
exciting thing. The even greater news
was that Ira and Tamar decided to live
in Maaleh Adumim in Mitzpe Nevo,
which was amazing because it was so
close to Yerushalayim. We would be
able to see them often and make up
for lost time.

Several years after this, Ira called
me to tell me he had exciting news.
They were selling their house, and
buying a farm in Moshav Sde Ilan, not
far from Tzomet Golani in the beau-
tiful Galil. As many of you know, 'm
not a man who holds back his words;
I usually say what’s on my mind. I said, “Are
you nuts? You’'ve got a beautiful place in
Ma’ale Adumim. Why would you leave to go
all the way up north? It’s so far! It’s a great
place to go on vacation, but to live there?” Ira
respectfully responded, “One day you'll come
and see what we hope to build, and maybe
yow’ll change your mind.”

A couple of weeks later, I happened to be up
north and called Ira. He said the house they
bought wasn’t quite ready yet, but I could
see how it was going. So I drove over and he
gave me the grand tour. His house was the
last house in Sde Ilan, with incredible views.
The scenery was stunning. But it was summer,
and everything was dry, with a lot of weeds.
The house was all shattered and the windows
were broken. I wasn’t yet convinced but I saw
the potential.

About two years later, we went to celebrate
the Bat Mitzvah of one of his daughters. And
let me tell you, we saw the amazing house that
he and Tamar built together. There’s the fa-
mous saying about making the desert bloom.

Well, they made the Galil bloom. They put so
much hard work into their home and their
community, and it was truly remarkable to
see their impact and influence, and the cele-
bration of the community with them in their
simcha.

This past time up north, when my wife and
I decided to stop in for just a minute to give Ira
and Tamar a hug, Ira said, “Come look what
we're doing!” He first showed us their vaca-
tion rental properties (tzimmers) that they

In loving memory of our husband,
father, grandfather
and great-grandfather
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built. 've only seen pictures of the properties,
since he advertises in Torah Tidbits (and we
make sure the small English-speaking com-
munity there gets Torah Tidbits every week).

What we saw was absolutely amazing. We
saw a huge greenhouse that Ira and his fami-
ly built, which is full of crops they’re growing
now - strawberries, broccoli, cauliflower, cab-
bage, cucumbers, and cherry tomatoes of all
different sorts. They're also raising fish. They
built a system called Aquaponics where fish
and plants live symbiotically sharing the same
water: the fish waste becomes fertilizer for the
plants and the plants clean the water for the
fish. It’s really such a remarkable place.

The tzimmers are stunning and beautiful.
They rent out their luxurious accommoda-
tions and give tours to seminaries, yeshivot,
and many different types of group tours - all
about how important it is to build up the ar-
eas of Israel which need more Jews to move
there, like the Galil. The Galil has so much to
offer, with such a great climate and location,
that it is a pity that people don’t even think of
it as a place for them. Ira is changing minds,
one by one.

Another thing Ira and Tamar do is sell their
produce at the local market on Thursdays. At
first, they started their farming as something
of a hobby. A few olive trees, some turkeys,
chicken, and sheep, have grown into a real
farm, which they take very seriously. These
are people who take the time to learn Torah
on a regular basis, and Ira did a course in ko-
sher slaughter (shechita) so that he could pro-
vide kosher meat for his family. He learned all
about the laws of Shemitta and tithes, and he
makes sure everything is done properly and
according to halacha.

When I was there, a father and son from
Carmei Katif were visiting - real moshavnikim,
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longtime Israelis who have worked the land
their whole lives. They couldn’t believe that
somebody who came from Florida was build-
ing such incredible things. All I can say is that
what Ira and Tamar have built is a testament
to what is possible when Jews dedicate them-
selves to building up the Land of Israel, con-
necting to HaKadosh Baruch Hu through the
mitzvot tied to the Land, and raising the next
generation with love for Torah and for Eretz
Yisrael.

This is real Tziyonut. This is understanding
that we have to bring up our families to feel
connected to the earth, to get in touch with
this Holy Land, and to help build the bed-
rock of the agricultural economy of Israel. I
encourage all you, dear readers, to take your
connection to the Land to the next level. Try to
go up north if you can, perhaps to volunteer,
to participate in the local economy, to hike
the beautiful land and see what HaKadosh
Baruch Hu created for us. Tu Bishvat was the
beginning of connection to the Land - let’s
keep going.

May we all be inspired by the incredible
growth happening in our Land - both the
physical trees and produce, and the spiritual
growth of families like Ira and Tamar's who
are planting themselves firmly in the soil of
Eretz Yisrael and making the Galil bloom.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat, _—-—

L7
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
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RABBI MOSHE HAUER ZT"L 4

The Power
to Serve

Powerful people exercise control over others
that obscures their view of G-d. Good people em-
ploy kindness and respect and marshal their re-
sources to highlight G-d’s power and presence.

This correlation links the Torah’s religious
and social responsibilities, bein adam laMakom
wbein adam lachaveiro, symbolized by the twin
luchot (tablets) given to Moshe at Sinai, and
specifically informs the teachings that imme-
diately followed the Sinai experience, the intri-
cate interpersonal mishpatim (monetary laws)
and the mishkan (Temple) building project.

Limits on interpersonal domination are the
unifying theme of the laws in Parshat Mishpa-
tim, beginning with the limitations on slavery
and continuing with the responsibility to make
whole anyone whom we may have economi-
cally harmed. The foundation of all these laws
was established at Sinai where we were taught
that we are subject solely to G-d and not to oth-
er men (see Rashi to 21:6). Then, in next week’s
parsha, we move on to the mitzvah of building
G-d’s home on earth, the mishkan. This is intro-
duced as a funding project, using our resourc-
es to construct a home for G-d (Shemot 25:1-8).

USE PROMO CODE
TBITS FOR 5% OFF
¥YOUR ORDER

EVA'S USED
BOOKS

WWW.EVASUSEDBOOHS.CO

YOUR ENGLISH
BOOKSTORE IN
ISRAEL

HEW BOOHKS
ADDED WEEKLY
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Taken together these two teachings com-
bine to share this strong message: In a world
where people can easily use personal and fi-
nancial power to control or dominate others,
we are to use it instead to humbly recognize
the All-powerful. The most powerful mem-
bers of our nation, the Jewish kings, were
enjoined from amassing wealth that would
serve to accentuate their personal mastery
over their subjects and distract them from
their submission to the King of Kings (De-
varim 17:17-18). Instead, the kingdom of Da-
vid was built upon his passion to build G-d a
mikdash, leading the nation to join the king in
positively deploying their resources for the
purpose of building G-d’s presence on earth.

This message lies at the heart of the mitzvah
of shekalim that is the focus of our additional
reading this Shabbat. The Talmud (Megillah
13b) teaches that the annual Rosh Chodesh
Adar national campaign to fund the Tem-
ple service provided the antidote to Haman’s
scheme in the Purim story (see Tosafot Megil-
lah 16a). Haman pledged 10,000 blocks of sil-
ver to buy the heads of the Jewish people. This
was the ultimate power grab; one man using
his money to dominate others. The antidote to
that scheme was the Jewish national effort to
pool their resources in a shared project, where
the rich do not dominate the poor (Shemot
30:15), and where all join to build and service
the home of the One who truly rules us all.

Every Purim, we deploy our resources to
benefit others in fulfillment of the mandates
of mishloach manot w’matanot 'evyonim. We
provide each other with care and support,



following the example of Esther, that powerful
Jewess who used her power to help her people
and risked her own life for the sake of others.
That obvious dedication to others and humble
use of power would seed Esther’s more hidden
legacy to the Jewish people, as it was Esther’s
son, King Daryavesh (Vayikra Rabba 13:5),
who would use his power to build the recogni-
tion of G-d by his role in the rebuilding of G-d’s
home on this earth, the Second Bait Hamik-
dash. Queen and king, mother and son, lever-
aged their unparalleled commanding positions
to perform kindness and to build recognition of
the Almighty.

This is a powerful lesson that can guide us
forward with kindness and humility to the
building of G-d’s ultimate home on earth, the
third and final Bait Hamikdash, soon in our
days, Amein. m
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Camp Dror 5786!

Camp Dror is a three-week summer sleepaway camp built with Anglo families in mind, bringing the style
and energy of a classic American Jewish sleepaway camp into an Israel summer. Days are packed with
meaningful tefilla and learning, sports, arts, trips, swimming, night activities, and color war, along with
hiking and adventures that help campers build real friendships, confidence, and independence. It's the kind
of summer they’ll remember for years, and it naturally deepens their connection to Israel through lived
experience and nonstop ruach.

This year, Camp Dror is entering an exciting new chapter under the leadership of Rabbi Kenny Pollack,

who Is guiding the camp to even further heights. As part of that momentum, Camp Dror is hosting Open
Houses where parents and campers can meet Rabbi Pollack, hear what's new, and ask questions directly.
Reqistration for campers and staff (currently in grade 10 or older) is already open on the Camp Dror website.

Mew for this summer: Dror B'Ktana, giving campers entering 4th grade a chance 1o get a taste of the Camp
Dror experience (July 26-30, on the respective boys and girls campuses, with extremely limited spots). The
Manhigut program for campers entering 10th grade is also being updated toward a more CIT-style track,
with regular interaction with younger campers and added leadership development.

Details and registration: www.campdror.com
To register contact Cindy +972502022085
Any questions about Dror? Contact Kenny +972586411355

Each week, we share one QU Israel initiative empowering lives and communities in our
homeland, supporting English-speaking olim in their kiita and supporting Israel’s most
vulnerable teens to rebuild trust, confidence, and a future.
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT MISHPATIM

We begin a new era in the Torah, the mitz-
vah era. In the first 86 verses of the parsha,
there are 53 mitzvot. The bulk of the parsha
is civil law mitzvot. The end of the parsha re-
sumes the narrative, describing the impend-
ing entry into the Land of Israel. Moshe as-
cends the mountain to receive the tablets.

To give some structure to these 53 mitzvot, I
have introduced each section with a heading
in bold, indicating the topic of the laws that
follow.

"/‘ 1ST ALIYA (21:1-19)
./k\O‘ And these are the laws you are
’ to instruct them in. The laws of
slaves: a Jewish slave goes free after working
6 years. If he chooses, he may extend his slav-
ery permanently. The owner or his son may
marry a female slave. If they choose not to,
she goes free upon puberty. Physical assault
resulting in death is punishable by death; as is

May the Torah learned
from this issue
be in memory of and y"yY
our beloved wife, mother,
daughter, sister, daughter-in-law,
granddaughter-in-law,
and sister-in-law

Efrat Polachek 21
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The extended Polachek
and Glovinsky families
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assaulting a parent, kidnapping, cursing a par-
ent. For bodily assault not resulting in death,
payment is made for damage, unemployment
and medical costs.

The juxtaposition of these civil laws com-
ing on the heels of the pinnacle experience
of the revelation at Sinai is striking. What a
contrast; experiencing G-d’s voice, then laws
about slavery and assault.

Well, actually this is not the first juxtaposi-
tion of the dramatic narrative and the court
system. Last week, Yitro advised concerning
the court system. Then the story of Mt. Sinai.
Now the long list of civil law. Then in the mid-
dle of our parsha, back to the narrative of the
aftermath of Mt. Sinai. Court, Sinai, Court,
Sinai.

The Court system sections are complemen-
tary; Yitro addressed procedural law, while
Mishpatim is addressing substantive law.
Yitro helped Moshe set up the system. Lower
courts, higher courts. Judges need to be peo-
ple of integrity who will not be bribed. That is
procedural law, the system.

Our parsha fills in the content, the sub-
stance of the law. Judges are not to make up
the law but rather to implement the law. For
example, what to grant the victim when his
property is damaged.

But why interrupt the narrative of leaving
Egypt and the events at Sinai with the seem-
ingly mundane topic of courts and justice?

It could be that we are viewing the narra-
tive too narrowly. The narrow view would be
that this is the story of leaving Egypt and ar-
riving at Sinai. The Court system doesn’t fit in



that story.

The larger story is the story of the Torah.
The promise made to Avraham that the Jewish
people will be slaves in a foreign land, leave
and then journey to the Land of Israel. Our
real destiny is to build a Jewish society in our
Land.

And that society is going to be animated by
2 things: ethical monotheism. How we treat
man and how we treat G-d.

Now that we are out of Egypt, our focus
needs to turn to that great project of building
the Land. And the first thing we know from
our time in Egypt is: that society that we are
going to build, don’t make it like the one in
Egypt. Leave Egyptian society behind. Our
Jewish society is to be nothing like that so-
ciety: we are building an anti-Egypt society.
Well, much more than that, but certainly a so-
ciety that rejects the rot of Egypt.

So much of that society was rotten. Slaves
who had no one to turn to. It had abuse of
slaves, or more accurately, of people. Its flip-
pant disregard for human life (babies in the
river), its excessive use of physical force (the
slave master). Its corrupt use of power.

No. Our Jewish society will respect life, re-
spect others, delineate regard for the proper-
ty of others and build a society of goodness
and justice.

In that regard, it makes perfect sense to be-
gin the description of the Jewish society in
the very things that Egyptian society failed at:
judges with authority circumscribed. And in
our parsha, slavery, physical assault, property
infringement.

W 2ND ALIYA (21:20-22:3)
% 3 Physical assault resulting in fi-
k\‘.‘ > &

nancial payment: assault of slaves,
of a pregnant woman resulting in a lost preg-
nancy. Assault of a slave resulting in loss of

an eye or tooth grants the slave his freedom.
Damage caused by my property or actions:
a goring ox resulting in death of a person,
death of an animal as a result of a pit dug
by me, or as a result of my ox goring anoth-
er. Theft and sale or slaughter of animals re-
quires restitution of 4 or 5 times the value
of the loss. In clandestine theft, if the thief is
killed, the perpetrator is deemed to have act-
ed in self-defense. The punishment for theft is
double the stolen object.

The theme of this aliya is protection of the
victim, including women and slaves.

And the topic is not oxen goring oxen; it is
people taking responsibility for their property.
If my property damages yours, I take full re-
sponsibility. Our society protects people and
their property.

'/“ 3RD ALIYA (22:4-25)
K’} Property damage by neighbors:

damage in your property must be
compensated if done by either my grazing an-
imals, or by a fire lit by me in my property;
laws of compensation for loss of your proper-
ty while being guarded or borrowed by me.
Laws when taking advantage of another:
seducing an unwed woman, sorcerers put to
death. If one oppresses the stranger, widow or
orphan and they call to Me, your wives will be
widows, children orphans.

Returning to the theme of rejecting the
norms of Egypt the superpower; power does
not grant privilege. There are people with
power. And people without. The foreigner,
the widow and the orphan have no power —
they are alone, with no one to champion their
cause. Do not prey on their lack of power. I,
says G-d, I am the Champion of those who
have no power. They may have no person to
turn to. But they always have Me. You, with
power, who take advantage of those without;

OU ISRAEL CENTER 13



you will have Me to reckon with.

'{" 4TH ALIYA (22:26-23:5)
'/k\O} Good citizens: do not curse judg-

es or rulers, do not delay obligations,
nor ally with tricksters to pervert justice, nor
follow a bad crowd in disputes. Helpful neigh-
bors: return a stray animal, help unburden a
buckled animal even of your enemy.

The power imbalance of Egypt that bred re-
sentment of those in power is not for us. We
are them - respect those in power, for they
are us. Our society is to be cooperative for the
good of us all.

And bettering the lives of others is not the
sole responsibility of the government: we all
can make the lives of others better — initiate
the return of lost items, unburdening the bur-
dens of others.

"/“ 5TH ALIYA (23:6-19)
‘7‘\0} Justice: do not pervert justice —

of the poor and weak, through lies,
through bribes and of the foreigner, for you
were foreigners in Egypt. Man’s limits in
G-d’s world: work the land 6 years, leave it
for the poor in the 7th. Work 6 days, allow rest
to your workers on the 7th. Observe the 3 pil-
grimage festivals: Pesach, Shavuot, Sukkot. Do
not appear empty handed.

The Sabbatical year and the weekly Shabbat
have dual meaning. Social engineering and re-
ligious principles. Workers get a break every
7 years and every 7 days. That is protection of
the rights of the employees. This too is an an-
ti-Egypt comment. We treat our workers with
respect, not milking them, breaking them.

And in addition, Shabbat is man in relation-
ship to his Creator. Shmita is ceding the field
to its Owner, Shabbat day ceding this world to
its Creator.

Our society in the Land of Israel will be
built on ethical monotheism. Dignity of man
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and deference to our Creator.

’}‘ 6TH ALIYA (23:20-25)
'/k\‘} Journey to the Land: I am send-

ing My angel to guide you to the
Land of Israel. Loyalty to what I say will ensure
your successful settling of the Land. Don’t wor-
ship idols there; rather serve G-d and you will
enjoy blessing and health in the Land.

The listing of the mitzvot concludes and the
narrative picks back up. But not the narrative
of what happened at Mt. Sinai. Rather, that we
are on our way to the Land of Israel.

We have to remember that we know the
story of the 40 years in the desert. But they
don’t. Reading the Torah in real time, Moshe
was told by G-d that He was going to take the
people out of Egypt, bring them to Mt. Sinai.
And bring them to the Land of Israel. Sinai is
a stop, a dramatic stop, but a stop on the way
to the Land of Israel.

Now that they are out of Egypt, been at Si-
nai, they are ready to trek on to the Land of
Israel. The list of the mitzvot that describes
creating a just and kind society makes perfect
sense. Because in just a few months they’ll be
setting up a new Jewish society in the Land
of Israel.

After hearing those mitzvot, they now know
in what way it will be a Jewish society — where
power is limited, where people are respected
and where the Divine is acknowledged.

’}‘ 7TH ALIYA (23:26-24:18)
'/k\‘} Your opponents in the Land will

cower. I will cause them to leave
slowly over time so the land will not be des-
olate when you arrive. Do not make a pact
with the people in the Land; they may not
dwell with you lest you end up serving their
gods. Moshe ascended the mountain, wrote
the words of G-d. He built an altar at the foot
of the mountain; offerings were brought. He



read the words of the covenant; the people
responded that they will fulfill it all. Blood
was sprinkled as a covenant. Moshe ascend-
ed with Aharon, Nadav and Avihu and the 70
elders; they perceived sapphire, the purity of
the heavens. G-d called Moshe up the moun-
tain to give him the luchot, the Torah and the
Mitzvot. The cloud of G-d was on the moun-
tain, the vision of G-d like a consuming fire.
Moshe was there 40 days and 40 nights.

18th of 54 sedras; 6th of 11 in Sh'mot
Written on 185 lines in a Torah (31st)

33 parshiyot; 6 open and 27 closed

118 p'sukim - ranks 22 (5th in Sh’'mot)
1462 words - ranks 31 (7th in Sh’mot)
5313 letters - ranks 37 (8th in Sh’mot)
Mishpatim’s p'sukim are among the
shortest in the Torah.

The covenant that we will be His people is
sealed. Moshe will ascend the mountain to re-
ceive the fullness of the Torah and the inscrip-
tion of the 10 Commandments on stone. With
that, we will be ready to continue on our jour-
ney to the Land of Israel, building a society
of relationship to G-d and ethical treatment
of people. And leaving Egypt and its abuse of
power and of people behind. m

MISHPATIM has 53 mitzvot; 23 positive
and 30 prohibitions.

Only 3 sedras have more mitzvot - Ki Te-
itzei (74), Emor (63), and R'ei (55).

Pesach rental in Netanya on Nitza

4 rooms, furnished, amazing seaview,
10th floor, Kosher, Shabbat elevator, wifi
aptnetanya@gmail.com

Matftir is special for Parshat Shekalim,
Exodus 30: 11-16

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES

A SHORT VORT |

In memory of my father on his yarzheit - Rabbi Yitzchak Yeres zt"l - 28 Shevat
(T2:220) YNV VN DX MY NX DI7N 90D DX
"If you lend money to My people, to the poor who are with you." (22:24)
What does it mean "the poor who are WITH you?
Rabbi Mordechai Benet (1763-1829, Nickolsburg), upon explaining this pasuk quotes the Talmud
(Pesachim 8a). "If one gives money to a poor person and states that his intention in this act is
in order for his son to be blessed with long life, such an act of charity is complete, and the giver
is wholly righteous." Why according to this Talmud is the giver offering such a request? There is
no mention that his son is even ill. The answer must lie in the fact that the giver wishes to avoid
any embarrassment to the poor person for receiving this handout. It is the giver who is request-
ing assistance by asking for a blessing for his son. "You will do me a favor by receiving my gift to
you." The Talmud attributes such a giver as "wholly righteous."
The Chatam Sofer (Rabbi Moshe Sofer 1762-1839, Pressburg) continues this thought and sug-
gests that the pasuk is teaching us the importance of helping the poor with sensitivity. One
should give charity as if the poor is "WITH you", as if he is a part of you, a fellow member of the
Jewish people, meaning, it should be done as if the poor individual is doing YOU the favor and
not the reverse. Shabbat Shalom

RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE
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Luxury villas in Katzrin

240 luxury villas for year-round
living, vacation home, or investment.

New premium neighborhood designed
by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.

Warm, welcoming Anglo community with
nearby shuls, cafes, amenities.

Triple

Planned transport links will bring Haifa
to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.
Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.

For more information Daniel Cohen Villas starting
+972-54-219-6594 daniel@harama.co.il from 2.85m NIS

20/80 payment terms
E PN gyr783  CEESON Delivery Summer 2028




.%Pmrcmcs Itd.

~ For sale in the German Colony

Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within

36 months, offering an exceptional living experience

in one of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available
in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m
with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

Celebrating
50 years

in Law

Your Inheritanceis

WORTH
fighting for!
Secure your rights with our
Legal Expertise.

Look inside ¥

02-561-2111
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TEL AVIV

)
ELITEMED

STOP WAITING.
GET REAL CARE.

ELITEMED SPECIALISTS

PREMIUM MEDICAL CARE IN MODI'IN

A true American-style clinic with
unparalleled service and professionalism.
Super fast access to Israel's top
specialists.

YOUR HEALTH, OUR PRIORITY!

Cardiology
Orthopedics

ENT

Gynecology
Gastroenterology
Dermatology
Neurology
Urology
Ophthalmology
Endocrinology
Pulmonology
Geriatrics
Proctology
Podiatry

Pediatric specialties
Aesthetics

WHY ELITEMED?

Vv Very fast appointments

Vv Carefully selected top specialists
Vv Personalized care that puts you first

Vv Stunning new clinic in Yishpro Center

BOOK NOW

() www.elitemed.co.il

Ayala 360, 21 Hamelachot Street,
Building B, 5th Floor Yishpro Center, Modiin

O 073-321-4181
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RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL
RABBI EMERITUS, CONGREGATION AHAVATH TORAH, ENGLEWOOD NJ

Ad D’(lo)
Yada: Facing
Our World

No matter how you approach it, one specific
Talmudic mandate about Purim remains re-
markably strange.

Rava said: On Purim, a person is obligated
to become intoxicated to the point of “ad d’lo
yada”- where the distinction between “Cursed
be Haman” and “Blessed be Mordechai” can
no longer be perceived.

Much has been written about the practical
application of this directive. Various potential
paths have been suggested towards its safe ful-
fillment. Warnings have been issued concern-
ing the damage that can be caused when it is
followed too literally and assiduously.

In Loving Memory of

Allan Stephen Marcus 21
o 0 12 I7PIN
On his 1% Yahrzeit - vaw 7>

Beloved Husband,
Father, Grandfather

May the merit of the Torah learned
in this week’s Torah Tidbits
be 1nnwa nryy

Greatly missed by us all,
Joan Marcus and family

18 TORAH TIDBITS 1648 / MISHPATIM

But I would like to raise a more basic ques-
tion. How could this mandate be issued in the
first place?

Fundamentally, Judaism is a reality-based
religion. We are enjoined to find God in our
own lives and world, with our feet firmly
planted on the ground. While the consump-
tion of alcoholic beverages is certainly permit-
ted in Jewish law, inebriation is hardly seen as
a goal. The entire idea of escape, particularly
through the use of external substances, is an-
tithetical to normative Jewish thought.

How then could Rava mandate that, on Pu-
rim, an individual should reach a point where
the distinction between an enemy and an ally
is indiscernible- so intoxicated that the differ-
ence between villain and hero in the Purim
story disappears in a haze?

Before we proceed, it should be noted that,
on a practical level, much halachic discussion
surrounds Rava’s mandate. Basing his posi-
tion on numerous earlier sources, for exam-
ple, Rav Moshe Isserles (the Rema) rules that
the obligation can be fulfilled by drinking
slightly more than usual and falling asleep.
In this way, the difference between Haman
and Mordechai will cognitively disappear.
Certainly, the dangerous excesses that mark
the efforts of many to fulfill Rava’s instruction
would not be sanctioned by Jewish Law.

And yet, the questions remain. Why does
Rava fashion his ruling as he does? What
meaningful goal will be achieved through this
obligatory escape from reality?

The answer lies, I believe, in Purim’s unique
place in Jewish history.



The Babylonian Exile has come to an end.

Permission has been granted for a “return
to Zion.”

Very few Jews, however, take advantage of
this welcome edict. The vast majority, com-
fortable with their lives, opt to remain in
Babylon.

The exile of force has become an exile of
choice.

And, at this point, Hashem decides to show
the Babylonian Jews the true import of their
choice. He launches a series of events that
will clearly reveal the nature of the world in
which they have chosen to live.

It will be a world of v’n’afoch hu - of instan-
taneous change; a world in which your cir-
cumstances can, and will, change at a mo-
ment’s notice. You can feast at the banquet of
the Persian king; an instant later, confront the
threat of total annihilation; an instant later,
rise to defeat your enemies in battle. You will
stand on shifting sands, never knowing what
tomorrow will bring.

It will be a world of hester panim — Hash-
em’s hiddenness. You will no longer be able to
benefit from the words of prophets. God will
be silent and, at times, even seem absent. You
will experience travail without explanation.
It will be your task to discern God’s hand in
your lives and in the world around you.

It will be a world in which you will be con-
trolled by the whims of others. Subject to the
erratic behavior of foreign despots and pop-
ulations, your fate will be determined by
their mood each day. Your lives will be their
playthings.

Above all, it will be a world that will claim as
its first victim-the truth.

Right and wrong will become so intertwined
that each will no longer be discernible. Verbal
attacks, outright lies, each more preposterous

than the last, will be hurled in your direction
and accepted as truths by those around you.
Villains will be fashioned as heroes; heroes will
be denigrated and denounced. A lonely battle
for the truth will fill your days, as you struggle
to maintain your footing in surroundings that
will become increasingly bizarre.

Of all the warnings conveyed by the Festi-
val of Purim, it is the last which marks ground
zero in our struggle for survival in an alien
world. Perhaps that’s why Rava insists that we
must reach the point on Purim where we can
no longer discern Haman from Mordechai.

To defeat our enemies, we first must under-
stand the nature and depth of their attack. For
one day, Rava maintains, we must enter the ab-
surdity of lies that surround us -if only to ful-
ly see them for what they are. We must enter
the world of ad d’lo yada, where truth is aban-
doned; where right becomes wrong and wrong
becomes right; where terrorists are seen as vic-
tims and victims as colonizers; where Haman
and Mordechai are indistinguishable.

And then, armed with new understanding,
we will be better able to struggle to change
that world... From a world of ad d’lo yada to
a world of ad d’yada, a world in which truth
reigns supreme.

Rabbi Goldin is the author of the

OU Press volumes "Unlocking the Torah Text,"
and "Unlocking the Haggada."

HOUSE FOR SALE IN MAALOT

145sqm, 6 rooms, air conditioning,
2 floors, front and back yards,
private parking, stunning view

2,350,000NIS
For sale by owner ‘
No Real Estate 0526512517 gsistes
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BECAUSE A

DRAWER
A WILL. AN ENVELOPE OF CASH.
YOUR GRANDMOTHER’S RING.

IFIT'S
AT HOI

IT - IT SHO

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

) 24/7 72 International /?;\ Personal

Y security L/ standards 2l service

PRIVATE VAULTS NOW AVAILABLE.
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, FIRST MONTH FREE,
UNTIL THE END OF FEBRUARY

Clal building,
97 yafo street, Jerusalem.

Rubinstein House,
37 menachem begin street, Tel Aviv
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Looking for
an expedited

Endocrinology
appointment?

Raphael Hulkower, MD

American trained Endocrinologist
US and Israel Certified

Private

Compassionate
Consultations:

Endocrine Care:

+ Diabetes

= Weight lossand
Obesity

* Thyroid disease /
Cancer

= Osteoporosis and
Menopause

= Pituitary, parathyroid
(calciug]and.adrenal
disease

= Hypogonadism
(low testosterone)

In person
03-5117T466
(@) Sharap Plus, Kfar Sava

ViaZoom »
{®) 055-500-3342
(& HulkowerM D@gmail.com

Ir-Yamim, For Lease 11,000 NIS

Beautifully upgraded, 3 spacious bedrooms, large
master-suite, view to the sea. Low maintenance.

Furnished, in a perfect location.

Briga Towers, For Lease 15,500 NIS

A beautiful 3 br. 2.5 baths front facing apartment on

the 2nd floor. Luxurious project with an Olympic

Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320996




American? =
IRS Warning s

No paper refund
checks in 2025

No US bank account =
no tax refund

We help
clients set up
electronic

refund

solutions

before filing ¥/ \1E 11s)/]

t. 058-528-1996
I www.american-taxes.com

? david®american-taxes.com

UK & ISRAEL REGISTERED

Alan Nevies

40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

CLINIC
IN
MODIIN

@ Back pain & Sciatica

@ Headaches & Neck Pain

@ Musculoskeletal & Sports Injuries

“ Working closely with Orthopaedic
Surgeons, Neurologists,
Rheumatologists & Family Doctors

< Email: a.nevies@outlook.com
Tel: 073-321-4181

Unique penthouse in new boutique building,
Greek Colony, 217 sqm on one level with 80 sqm

terrace, 110 sqm private roof, amazing views

|

1 I
Stunning new 120 sqm apt in Rehavia/Shaa're
Hessed, Sukkah balcony. 5 rooms, high-end
finishes, elevator. Full of light

" i

Charming & modern 140 sqm apt in the City
Center with views to Golden Dome, 4 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms, 2 parking spots and a big storage room

Modern apt in a new elegant building, Old
Katamon, 55 sqm, 2 rooms. Sukkah balcony,
parking and storage. High-end finishes

T&T INVESTMENTS

Tel: 054-480-4767 W A:+972-26744000
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il
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RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi n>y5
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1
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In the Details

On the opening phrase of Mishpatim: “And
these are the laws you are to set before them,”
(Shemot 21:1) Rashi comments:

“And these are the laws that you shall set
before them.”

Wherever uses the word “these” it signals
a discontinuity with what has been stated
previously. Wherever it uses the term “and
these” it signals a continuity. Just as the for-
mer commands were given at Sinai, so these
were given at Sinai. Why then are the civil
laws placed in juxtaposition to the laws con-
cerning the altar? To tell you to place the San-
hedrin near to the Temple.

“that you shall set before them.”

You should not think, ‘I will teach them a
section, or law, two or three times until they
know the words verbatim, but I will not take
the trouble to make them understand the rea-
son and its significance.’ Therefore the Torah
states “that you shall set before them” like a
fully laid table with everything ready for eat-
ing. (Rashi on Shemot 21:1)

Three remarkable propositions are being
set out here which have shaped the contours
of Judaism ever since.
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The first is that just as the general princi-
ples of Judaism (Asseret HaDibrot means not
“Ten Commandments” but “Ten Utterances”
or “Ten Overarching Principles’) are Divine,
so are the details. In the 1960s the Danish ar-
chitect Arne Jacobson designed a new college
campus in Oxford. Not content with designing
the building, he went on to design the cutlery
and crockery to be used in the dining hall, and
supervised the planting of every shrub in the
college garden. When asked why, he replied
in the words of another architect, Mies van
der Rohe: ‘God is in the details.’

That is a Jewish sentiment. There are those
who believe that what is holy in Judaism is its
broad vision, never so compellingly expressed
as in the Decalogue at Sinai. The truth how-
ever is that God is in the details: “Just as the
former were given at Sinai, so these were giv-
en at Sinai.” The greatness of Judaism is not
simply in its noble vision of a free, just, and
compassionate society, but in the way it brings
this vision down to earth in detailed legisla-
tion. Freedom is more than an abstract idea. It
means (in an age in which slavery was taken
for granted - it was not abolished in Britain
or the United States until the nineteenth cen-
tury) letting a slave go free after seven years,
or immediately if his master has injured him.
It means granting slaves complete rest and



freedom one day in seven. These laws do not
abolish slavery, but they do create the con-
ditions under which people will eventually
learn to abolish it. No less importantly, they
turn slavery from an existential fate to a tem-
porary condition. Slavery is not what you are
or how you were born, but something that has
happened to you for a while, and from which
you will one day be liberated. That is what
these laws — especially the law of Shabbat —
achieve, not in theory only, but in living prac-
tice. In this, as in virtually every other aspect
of Judaism, God is in the details.

The second principle, no less fundamental,
is that civil law is not secular law. We do not
believe in the idea “render to Caesar what is
Caesar’s and to God what belongs to God”. We
believe in the separation of powers but not in
the secularisation of law or the spiritualisa-
tion of faith. The Sanhedrin or Supreme Court
must be placed near the Temple to teach that
law itself must be driven by a religious vision.
The greatest of these visions, stated in this
week’s sedra, is:

“Do not oppress a stranger. You know what
it is to be a stranger, for you yourselves were
strangers in Egypt.” (Shemot 23:9)

The Jewish vision of justice, given its detailed
articulation here for the first time, is based not
on expediency or pragmatism, nor even on ab-
stract philosophical principles, but on the con-
crete historical memories of the Jewish people
as “one nation under God.” Centuries earlier,
God has chosen Abraham so that he would
“teach his children and his household after
him to keep the way of the Lord, by doing what
is right and just.” (Bereishit 18:19) Justice in Ju-
daism flows from the experience of injustice at
the hands of the Egyptians, and the God-given
challenge to create a radically different form of
society in Israel.

AT N

Eta Morris

ERUSALEM REALTY

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business
Eta: 054-723-3863

Amazing stand alone homes in
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY

OLD KATAMON townhouse

255 sgm of living space built as 6 bedrooms,
5.5 bathrooms. Registered garden 74 sgm.
Terrace of 14 sgm. Safe room.

Great condition, option for parking.

Call me for more information.

New Exclusive

Shai Agnon 4.

116 sgm built as three
bedrooms.

2 full bathrooms.

Has Shabbat elevator, park-
ing and storage.

Beautiful views to the
Botanical Gardens.

Price 5,300,000 NIS

In the very desirable
Ganei Tzion project on
Eliezer Hagadol 6 Street.
125 sgm with 4 bedrooms
2.5 baths, 12 sgm terrace
(small area sukkah).

2 Shabbat elevators

3 parking spots and storage
Great view 8th floor

Built in Anglo community.
Price 6,450,000 NIS

Luxury project in the GER-

MAN COLONY: 128 sgm apt, | |
with a 13 sgm sukka terrace. i : |
Shabbat elevator, under- - I
ground parking and storage. ! —— J
Completion 3 years.

Price 10,100,000 NIS

Opportunity to buy stand alone house in BAKA
Over 500 sgm.
Call me for more information.

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com

\Eta: 054-723-3863 etamorrisrealty.co.il r
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This is already foreshadowed in the first chap-
ter of the Torah with its statement of the equal
and absolute dignity of the human person as the
image of God. That is why society must be based
on the rule of law, impartially administered,
treating all alike — “Do not follow the crowd in
doing wrong. When you give testimony in a
lawsuit, do not pervert justice by siding with the
crowd, and do not show favouritism to a poor
man in his lawsuit.” (Shemot 23:2-3)

To be sure, at the highest levels of mysti-
cism, God is to be found in the innermost
depths of the human soul, but God is equally
to be found in the public square and in the
structures of society: the marketplace, the cor-
ridors of power, and courts of law. There must
be no gap, no dissociation of sensibilities, be-
tween the court of justice (the meeting-place
of man and man) and the Temple (the meet-
ing-place of man and God).

The third principle - and the most remark-
able of all - is the idea that law does not be-
long to lawyers. It is the heritage of every Jew.
Rashi wrote “Do not think, I will teach them
a section or law two or three times until they
know the words verbatim, but I will not take
the trouble to make them understand the rea-
son and significance of the law. The Torah
states ‘that you shall set before them’like a ful-
ly laid table with everything ready for eating.”

In loving memory of and y”yY

I. Stanley Mittman
o+ DIPY? 12 P DRI
on his 4™ yahrzeit - vaw "

Cherished father, grandfather
and great grandfather

Arlene Anteby,
Bobbie & Heshy Brooks
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This is the origin of the name of the most fa-
mous of all Jewish codes of law, Rabbi Joseph
Karo’s Shulchan Aruch.

From earliest times, Judaism expected ev-
eryone to know and understand the law. Le-
gal knowledge is not the closely guarded prop-
erty of an elite. It is — in the famous phrase
— “the heritage of the congregation of Jacob.”
(Devarim 33:4) Already in the first century CE
Josephus could write that “should any one of
our nation be asked about our laws, he will
repeat them as readily as his own name. The
result of our thorough education in our laws
from the very dawn of intelligence is that they
are, as it were, engraved on our souls. Hence
to break them is rare, and no one can evade
punishment by the excuse of ignorance.”
That is why there are so many Jewish lawyers.
Judaism is a religion of law — not because it
does not believe in love (“You shall love the
Lord your God”, “You shall love your neigh-
bour as yourself”) but because, without jus-
tice, neither love nor liberty nor human life
itself can flourish. Love alone does not free a
slave from his or her chains.

The sedra of Mishpatim, with its detailed
rules and regulations, can sometimes seem a
let-down after the breathtaking grandeur of
the revelation at Sinai. It should not be. Yitro
contains the vision, but God is in the details.
Without vision, law is blind. But without the
details, the vision floats in heaven. With them
the Divine Presence is brought down to earth,
where we need it most. ®

1. Contra Apionem, ii, 177-8

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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REAL ESTATE - HALACHA Q&A

Rabbi Baruch Efrati, Posek Halacha
If a neighbor wants to expand or build onto their property, how does
the Torah view the balance between their rights and yours?
Halacha's role is to fulfill Hashem's will, sometimes through balance,
and sometimes through a clear ruling in favor of one side. These laws
are detailed in Bava Batra and Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat. A
rabbi must hear both parties directly and in each other’s presence

" before issuing a ruling, as it says: “Hear between your brothers and

judge righteously.” The custom of the land is also considered in
halachic decisions. Questions by whatsapp- 0528370700

NACHALAT ACHIM, JERUSALEM
2 Bedrooms | 75 sqm | Sukkah Yard

Fully renovated, high ceilings 17 sqm balcony , 25 sqm
separate studio/storage. 1 ,000 nis/month total rental
income.

3,680,000

3 bedrooms | 98 sqm |Balcony
Like-new apartment in Lev Ha'lr, Givat Mordechai —
central, quiet, and bright with an inner courtyard balcony.

NACHLAOT , JERUSALEM
1 Bedrooms | 41 sqm | Balcony

Bright, quiet, 3 air exposures, balcony, view of Sacher Park.
Private entrance (9 steps). Ideal for ||vmg or investment.

2,200,000

1 bedrooms | 33 sqm registered in Tabu | Ground floor

Charming, d apartment in hl haar
Chesed — central, bright, and full of character.

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

Private house | 8 Units | 214 sqm | 3.5 levels
138 sqm private lot, ~30 sqm sukkah terrace, open view
to Sacher Park , 30,000 nis/month rental income.

12,600,000

4 Bedrooms | 126 sqm | 3rd floor

A lovely apartment on a quiet street, close to the sea,
hotels, and

Y

ZAYIT , EFRAT

2.5 Bedrooms | 80 sqm | Ground Floor
Ground-floor apartment with Mamad, kitchen, A/C,
storage, parkmhg large Sukkah balcony, v1neyard views,
central Efrat near shops, parks, and pool.

2,650,000

7 bedrooms | 223 sqm
Bright family cottage with garden and attic.
Prime central Efrat location near parks and schools.

MORADOT HAZAYIT, EFRAT

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of
Zayit, Efrat. Spacious apartments, breathtaking views.

Estimated cost: m 1,990,000

For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with parking and sukkah balcony.

4 bedrooms | 150 sqm | 1 floor
Rooftop duplex on a quiet street with terrace and open
views, bright with 3 exposures, Mamad, storage, easy
access, near parks, schools, and synagogues.

(® +972 52-587-8788
‘u'l NOAM _(m) office@noamhomes.com
s HOMES

@ Www.noamhomes.com

Fafauna

Bs"d
WATERPROO
/I\.,\“- your home

SEALING SERVICES

* Leak detection + moisture
* Sealing solutions mildeyw
» Water damage expert
* Roof coating
» Waterproofing, pools, porches,
stone walls, tiled roofs
» High standerd interior -
exterior painting —f==
* Licensed & insured

shmuelnathan4d@gmail.com

052-840-5660

Dr Natan Silver ’\

Hand Surgeon

Dual trained UK & Israel

Conservative and surgic re for
hand disorders and injuries in adults
and children of all ag
+ Hand, wrist and thumb-base arthritis
Joint replacement
Hand and wrist trauma

for carpal tunnel,
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Angel Resley ¥ TAL CLEAN
For Sale in Efrat
Zayit:

2,790,000 NIS
Zayit:
1,935,000 NIS
Zayit:
3,180,000 NIS

Dekel:
2.5M

ﬂ Contact us:
050-445-5975

info.talclean@gmail.com

£y

Polish  Curtains

DET-£1H
3.690.000 NIS
Dekel:
4.500.000 NIS
Te'ena: 3.290.000 M
For Sale in Kfar Eldad
1,840,000 NIS

& And
more
cleaning
Sofas Cleaning Carpet Cleaning  ‘Mattress Services

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.TALCLEAN.CO.IL

New this summer:
A Unique Summer Ca

Experience Here In Is

The true, full summer camp experience here -in Israel!

= = PACKED
INDIVIDUALIZED THREE TRACE PROGRAM WHATSAPP-

(©+972 58-705-6863

EMAIL

info@marashahleyisrael.org

LEARN MORE AT
www.morashahleyisrael.org

mnn
nwn

TNy
~ / AN AMATING, INSPIRING SPACE g
CANPERS STAY ACTIVE AND
CHALLENGED WITH nﬁ;iuﬂt NARE3-ON FAXN EXFIRENCE. FOR KUMZITZ AMD ART TO MORASHA
SPORTS AND FRENDLY COMPETITION, e it o : LEYISRAEL ..
i

= PUTROOR SWILLS, MEANNGFUL
FAST-PAL SUMMER LONG.
e - PROJECTS, AND GROWTH.
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home space

Home Consultations & Set-Ups

From free consultations to full service organizing.

— = Orgdanizi Producfs
Penthouse 6,500,000 NIS L § ng
Arnona, l"‘““
Jerusalem ‘% “

Bookshelves & Closets
High-Quality. Good Prices.
(ustomizoble. American Service.

Nahum Glatzer 050-7225694

4 = | e e — 5 . .'. T -
' T ~ Exclusive agent
. ~ Shmuly Elsenmann:
4272 54-872-0470

Rabbi Daniel Cahen, traage for morkatingiaee shmulyezapitil.com

Community Leader e e— Licems FRELE
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Questions For The Past;
Questions For The Future

The Shabbat of, or before, Rosh Chodesh
Adar (the Adar which precedes Pesach) is des-
ignated by the G’'mara in Megillah as the first
of the “special” parshiot that herald the arriv-
al of Pesach and require a special reading for
the Matftir and, consequently, for the haftarah
as well. The selection for this Shabbat Sheka-
lim is taken from the twelfth perek of Mela-
chim IT and tells the story of the repair of the
Bet HaMikdash in the days of King Yeho’ash.

As the special Maftir reading calls for the
half-shekel head tax to be gathered from all
of Israel, so the haftarah tells of the “fund-rais-
ing” campaign demanded by the king in order
to restore and reinforce the Holy Temple. As
the half-shekel tax was used for the purchase
of communal sacrifices, thereby ensuring that
the entire community had a share in these of-
ferings, so the voluntary donations made by
the entire nation in the days of Yeho’ash rein-
forced the idea that ALL of Israel had a share
in the Bet HaMikdash.

It is, however, the entire story of King

8@, Mazel Tov to the

on the occasion of
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Yeho’ash, a tragic story that is NOT found in
Sefer Melachim-that should be learned as well.
In Divrei HaYamim II 22-24, we learn the details
of the life of King Yeho’ash. When his grand-
mother, the wicked Queen Atalya, killed off the
royal family in order to consolidate her hold up-
on the throne of Yehuda. The infant Yeho’ash,
the son of the former king Achazyahu, was the
rightful heir to the throne and was saved from
certain death through the courageous actions
of his aunt Yehoshav’at, the wife of the Kohen
Gadol, Yehoyada. This righteous couple hid the
infant in the Bet HaMikdash until he was sev-
en years old, at which time his existence was
revealed to the nation. The population, most
of whom reviled the “illegitimate” queen who
had usurped the throne, quickly deposed her
and placed the young child upon the throne. Ye-
ho’ash was brought up, educated and trained
by Yehoyada (note the opening words of our
haftarah) and, throughout that time, followed
the righteous ways of his mentor.

When Yehoyada died at the age of 130 the
king fell under the influence of the corrupt Ju-
dean nobility who convinced him to abandon
Temple worship and pray to the false gods of
the surrounding nations. Hashem sent His
prophets to admonish Yeho’ash, among them
Zecharya (not to be confused with the proph-
et of the Second Temple), the son of Yehoyada,



the very man who saved the king’s life. Ye-
ho’ash ignored the many kindnesses done for
him by his mentors and he ordered that Ye-
hoyada’s son, Zecharya, be stoned to death! So
ends the story of the once righteous king who
restored the Bet HaMikdash.

Iinclude the painful story of Yeho’ash - de-
spite its omission from our haftarah - because,
to a certain degree, this bittersweet story
evokes parallels to the Purim story. The suc-
cessful fund-raising campaign that the King
led in order to repair and rebuild the Beit
HaMikdash, did not succeed, however, in its
essential purpose: to renew Temple worship
and return the nation to G-d.

Likewise, one can argue that the story of
the Purim has its own “bittersweet” epilogue.
We celebrate the hidden miracles wrought by
Hashem, that affected the survival of the Jew-
ish community in Persia. But...what happened
then? Like the story of Yeho’ash in Sefer M’la-
chim, the Megillah does not finish the saga! Did
the Jews of Shushan realize how unstable life
could be for Jews in the Diaspora? Did they join
in a large return to Yerushalayim to worship,
once again, in the newly-built Beit HaMikdash?
Or did they remain in galut for over 2,000
years? Simply put: Were Hashem’s Purim mir-
acles meant only to save Persia’s Jews or might
there have been a more essential purpose?

This week’s haftarah posed questions for
the past. Purim’s Megillah might very well be
posing questions for the future!! ®m

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-librar

Mazal Tov to
Yehoshua Jacobovits and family
on the marriage of his son Elisha

Call now 077-9973185
www.daniels-assets.com

24 Gershon Agron Mamilla §
usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899

AASYASI
HATJERUSALEM
Off Hapalmac\? igr?‘gtn
between ) thavia

110 SQM INTERIOR LIVING SPACE | 12 SQM BALCONY

| 3 EXPOSURES | SHABBAT LIFT | 2ND FLOOR
2 PARKING AND STORAGE |[BRAND NEW BUILDING

R
KIRYAT
NERCERHIONAL”
SlEZA)éC;%ARTMENT
| T

A ONE-OF-A-KIND 210 SQM RESIDENCE
THIS EXCEPTIONAL HOME IS COMPOSED FROM THE SIZE OF
TWO SEPARATE APARTMENTS (2BR + 4BR) WITH TWO
PRIVATE ENTRANCES OFFERING MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY

L "N
LUXURY IN THE
GERMAN COLONY
10 Hi\ldsheime\rNit
Design your O
gaeriilsn apartment
In the best part of town

g™ &
PERFECTLY SITUATED ON A QUIET, ONE-WAY STREET,
JUST STEPS FROM THE LIVELY EMEK REFAIM

Offering a limited collection of boutique residences
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To Our Esteemed Friends,
Members of the Yeshiva's Family,
Alumni of the Yeshiva and its Institutions,
Supporters, Friends, Affiliates,

Those who honor the memory of the Rebbe,

Rabbi Mordechai Goldstein, iz,

With excitement and joy, we invite you to join us

for a historic, 60th Anniversary
Diaspora Yeshiva Reunion

celebrating the permanent establishment
of the Yeshiva's presence on Mount Zion.

The Reunion will take place, G-d willing,
Wednesday evening, February 18th, 2026,
Rosh Chodesh Adar,
the evening of the 2nd of Adar,
at Teddy Hall, Binyanei Ha'uma, Jerusalem.

n, Shiit"a, the Rabbis of the ‘
ers,

The Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Yitzchak Goldstei
Yeshiva, and hundreds of Yeshiva alumni, families, faithful partn
and long-standing friends, spanning generations, will be there.

'Behold how good and how pleasant
it is for brothers to dwell together,
moreover in unity.’

e event
will have
separate

seating- /

——— Schedule:-————

The Yeshiva will be honored to host you.

18:00 18:30 19:00 19:30
Gathering, Exhibition of Maariv Opening of the
registration, and memories and Assembly with a
reception with light achievements, Formal Banquet
refreshments past and present (Badatz HaEdah)

The event will be broadcasted live on our website via Zoom
for those who are not able to attend in person.

PORA YESHIVA -\\AA - '& ﬂﬁﬁﬁ}w @ I,,..f,_‘q_,l @

E CELEBRATING 60 YEARS! | MOUNT ZIORL JERUSALEM P s ¢
YR AN et Qxmes
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)r\* Keter Advisors Exclusive

ETER ADVISOF

NEW LUXURY VILLAS IN KARMIEL, ISRAEL

* State-of-the-art luxury homes

* Private pools and landscaped gardens

* Smart home technology and high-end finishes
[ 4,700,000 B

| 1! | g
S T s '—-.., .
 AETE d

2b . s]'

MIW““' VI‘— z l_ g

Ready in 12 Months! ‘- TRL:
For More Info

OWN YOUR PIECE OF PARADISE
IL 972.52.682.9367 USA 786.385.8859
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Because Clean Air
Means Healthy Living

Professional AC cleaning that
restores performance and fresh air

Longer AC life
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The Most Recommended
College

Now Welcoming English Speakers

Startin
November gozs
Tailored undergraduate and graduate programs for Olim.

Occupational | Bachelor | Finance & Art Therapies | Finance, Hybrid English-
Therapy of Laws Real Estate | - Visual Art Fintech Hebrew with diverse
Therapy and Capital | specializations
Markets
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RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM JCT MACHON LEV

The Gemara in Shabbat (88a) tells us, based
on the verse in Shemot:
92 NXNIN 92 2°T7AX VR NN IPDNN2HIANTN
XD 0N NN DPYY ﬂ"JPﬂ DOV TNY1n NoN
IND DX 201 NNNN DY2PN DNX DX DNY N
DONMN1IP RAN DY
And they stood at the bottom of the moun-
tain. Rabbi Avdimi bar Hama bar Hasa teaches

FOR SALE

Givat Moredechai, Shachal St.
Shabbat elevator, parking,

4 room apt facing the valley.
Price to sell 2,690,000 nis

Old Katamon

Duplex garden apt of 175m,

100m garden, machsan,

carpark, 3 exposures full of light,
minor face lift needed.

Asking 13,500,000 nis

Rechavia - Ramban St.

4 rooms unfurnished, 1st floor,
quiet, 3 exposures with a nice
succa terrace, private parking.
Price to sell 3,900,000 nis

SHIFFY SHNELLER REAL ESTATE
173¢ 194 N
052-2639702 | www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il
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that God, blessed be He, forced the mountain
upon them like a barrel. And he said to them,
"If you accept the Torah, wonderful; if not, there
will be your burial.”

The Gemara describes Hashem holding a
barrel over Am Yisrael and forcing them to
accept the Torah. The Gemara continues, ex-
plaining that initially, the Jewish people could
have said, “We were forced to accept the To-
rah,” but later, at a more mature stage of his-
tory, they accepted it willingly.

On the same daf, the Gemara analyzes the
two most famous words B’nei Yisrael said to-
gether: Na’aseh v’Nishma—“We will do and
we will listen.” This depicts Am Yisrael’s un-
equivocal willingness to accept the Torah.
Tosafot asks: how do we reconcile the idea
that they were forced to accept the Torah
(Kafa Aleithem Har K’gigit) with the fact that

THE APPLIANCE )
DOCTOR

SHLOMO ROSHGADOL
o58-558-2630

All brands, all models ‘fT

'ﬂ. In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh i
and everywhere in between

Service within 24 hours.




they willingly said Na’aseh v’Nishma? Was it
willingly accepted or forced upon them?
COMMITMENT TO TORAH

The Midrash (Tanhuma Noah) and the Hiz-
kuni (Shemot 19:17) explain that HaKadosh
Barukh Hu gave us both the written Torah
(Torah Sheb’ihtav) and the Oral Torah (Torah
Sheb’al Peh). Just accepting the written Torah
is insufficient. Naase V’Nishma was on the To-
rah Sheb’ihtav, while kafa aleihem har k’gigit
was on the Torah Sheb’al Peh.

The Ben Yehoyada (Shabbat 88a) asks why
we have a description of God holding a bar-
rel over the nation like a mountain. Why not
just hold a mountain over them? What is the
symbolism of a barrel? The mountain-as-bar-
rel metaphor illustrates that the written To-
rah is just a vessel (barrel), but the Oral To-
rah is the depth, the countless droplets of
knowledge that are necessary in order to
properly fulfill the written Torah. A Torah
lifestyle requires full commitment to both To-
rah Sheb’ihtav and Torah Sheb’al Peh. They
are inseparable.

Our lives must be structured around To-
rah—not the other way around. As the Gema-
ra in Shabbat(31a) states NNY MY NY1p)
kavata itim laTorah). We ought to fit the times
to Torah (itim L'Torah), and not try to adapt
the Torah to meet the times (Torah L’itim). We
have to strengthen both facets of Torah. =

BROTHERS
- MOVING CO
AT =

o ;1"
THE 5T RONGEST THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

SeaView
Apartmentin
Ashkelon?

Close to shuls, shopping, beache;

4 rooms priced to sell: 1,970,000 ro

CALL FOR A VIEWING

STEPHEN EPSTEIN
Licensed Realtor
+972 58-783-7436

‘ +1(914)-351-1245
www. stephen epstein.com

Doron M. Spierer
MD, FAAFP e

1MW [NITY"T
rINDWNAIT NINIDAD TNNIN

Is available in Jerusalem for:

Consultations and second opinions
for complex medical cases.

House calls.

Routine and urgent medical care for
patients of all ages.

Students and tourists welcome!

Call or WhatsApp:

972.58.6640293
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|| ZHUBRAK
CIARK&WASSER

II= B ADMISORS

Accounting

& Tax —~
Services 3 @

@ Individual & Business Tax Returns Connect With US

(, Bookkeeping & Accounting Zhubrak Clark & Wasser
Services

@ Quickbooks Consulting

<) Info@zcwepa.com

@ Foreign Bank Reports

Struggling with Crohn’s Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, Irritable Bowel Syndrome, or
Gastroparesis?

Are you tired of worrying every time you go out with family or friends?
It’s time to take control of your health. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Even if you have tried it all — diets, medications, supplements — and still don’t feel better.
It’s not your fault. ¥
When your brain gets stuck in fight-or-flight, your body stays in “survival mode,” keeping
symptoms active no matter how healthy you eat.
The good news? You can calm your brain's emergency response system and finally help
your body heal.

These are the words of one recent patient who saw the ad in Torah Tidbits:
It was the perfect solution for me! It was worth every penny! ~E.M. Age 79

My programs have been put into 9 IBD Centers across the United States and
Canada including the Mayo Clinic, Vanderbilt University, UC San Diego and
USC and will help you Regain energy = Feelin control again
.. Stop planning life around the bathroom
4" Reconnect with joy, travel, and relationships — without fear.
Reach out to me, Dr. Marci Reiss, DSW, at drmarcireiss@gmail.com
Watch my free webinar to see how: drmarciereiss.comfregister
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STATE-OF-THE-ART
Dental Implants

‘TeethIn

An Hour

Dr. Gedaliah Mordechléi Stern

Diplomate of Oral Implantology

Faster, Easier and Better than ever before.

Come and get a second opinion, if you were told you need:

‘ Bone grafts or sinus lifts | Cutting and stitching | Months without teeth | Not enough bone
(These can usually be avoided today) 4

Almost always with less pain and less swelling, thanks to Lasers and Advanced Technologies.
No-cost consult. No-cost x-rays (2D/3D) if have already, within last 6 months.

US © 1607-55th St. Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 < 718-305-5480
Il © Ussishkin 57, Rechavia, Jerusalem < 02-6258258

@ implantsandlasers-r-us.com




REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CEN

Torah’s Transformation

We find two chapters that chronicle the
events of Matan Torah; parashat Yitro de-
scribes the events leading up to the monumen-
tal event, and the actual giving of the Torah.
Parashat Mishpatim then delineates various
laws, particularly those that are bein adam
lachaveiro— between man and his fellow man.

The last chapter in parashat Mishpatim then
describes how Moshe Rabbeinu spoke the
words of Hashem to the people, offered sacri-
fices, and sprinkled blood of the offering on the
altar. It was at this juncture that Moshe Rabbe-
inu read parts of the Torah, and the Jews de-
clared, “kol asher diber Hashem na’aseh ve’nish-
ma — All that Hashem spoke, we will do and
we will hear.” (Shemot 24:7) The commentators
grapple here with the chronology, when exact-
ly did this covenant take place? Was it before
or after the giving of the Torah?

Rashi, true to his approach throughout his
commentary, notes that there is no sequen-
tial, chronological order in Torah, and this
event happened before Am Yisrael received

Under 74 and a half

Don't wait until too late

To get Private Health Cover

For Serious Medical Issues

NOT covered by Kupat Cholim

Nermanz@shaham-orlan.co.il = 054-4258671

Licensed Insurance Prafassional
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the Torah. The Ketav V’haKabbalah supports
this view based on the expression, “V’el Moshe
amar — and to Moshe [Hashem] said,” as op-
posed to,”Vayomer el Moshe —and He said to
Moshe,” (Shemot 24:1) and thus understands
the command had already been given in the
Ppast, and this section is just recounting what
had already occurred.

The Ramban takes issue with this approach
and maintains that the Torah is written in
chronological order, and this event took place
after the Torah was given. The Tur supports
this view, noting that there was no time prior
to Matan Torah to bring all of these sacrifices,
and to build matzeivot. This gave the people
time to pause, and to integrate the experience.

Rav Soloveitchik zt”l asks a fundamental
question on the Ramban. If bringing sacri-
fices and casting the blood upon the people
was part of the Jews’ conversion process, then
how was it possible for them to receive the To-
rah before converting? According to the Ram-
ban, they would only have gone through con-
version the following day! The Rav offers a
compelling idea. The experience of ma’amad
Har Sinai was so powerful that it did not on-
ly affect the Jews cognitively, but it also trans-
formed them spiritually.

The experience of seeing thunder, lightning
and fire, and the great shofar impacted the peo-
ple on the most elemental level, and as such,
they went through a “conversion” experience
the very moment Hashem spoke with them!



The experience was then solidified the next day H DRED F
through the physical, concrete acts of bringing LA

sacrifices and sprinkling of the blood. SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
The message here is extremely relevant and

impactful. When learning Torah, one must al- Thank you so much for guiding us

low it to be a total spiritual experience, affect- through this complicated and

challenging process. We appreciate your

ing every part of us. Torah cannot be solely an L
steady quidance!

intellectual experience or mental acrobatics,
rather, it must transform us to the core of our
being and must be felt in our very nervous sys-
tem. Let us heed the Ramban’s advice in his
letter to his son— when one gets up from his
learning, he should find a way to implement halachicwill.com
some aspect of his learning into his practical
life. Thus, we can live Torah, not only learn it. m

Rav Reuven Spolter, Yad Binyamin '{E“,:l' b

hiwd

Write Your Halachic Will Today

Rav Menachem Copperman

v
Certified Dayan & Expert a
“ Mazal Tov to % IERE L ’
Sarah & Shlomo Fisherowitz and 0544-731052

family on the birth of a grandson info@kadatvkadin.com

THE ENGLISH UPHOLSTERER

Is your furniture worn, torn, faded or uncomfortable?
Fine reupholstery and
leather repairs
BEAUTIFULLY RESTORED, BUILT TO LAST

m Reupholstery in fabric or leather

m Beautiful Collection of Fabrics

m Leather repairs, tears, scratches, holes
Highly skilled & Professional Work
Trained in Italy

238 years in business

-5 |

(]

jprot@il.com
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" Professional care THE WALL ng§/¢4§,
, . for women at every ' DOCTOR Py to
stage of life.
L Noca PoratMD PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS
4 Specialist in Obstetrics & .
Gynecology Flawless finishes
that add elegance
LS to any space. Wall
» Menopause consultations & Ceiling repairs
» Contraception & family planning Smoothing,
 Prenatal care Straightening,
« Vaginal laser treatments and perfecting
every surface.
Private Clinic Spa(kllng & Prep
By appointment only Work- Because
%, 073-3214181 the foundation
& nogaporatmd.com
matters. DAVID KUSHNER EI
Online consultations are
058-661-0728
We can rescue any wall or ceiling.

CAPITIL
EXCEPTIONAL HOMES FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM

2-Bed Apt. in Excellent

Arnona Community
Hashofel Chaim Cohen 51

TAMA® Opportunity in the
German Colony

CONTACT JUDIT:
+072 54-431-8814 | JUDIT@CAPITIL.COM
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18 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MY HUSBANDAND | JUST WANTED TO EXPRESS

. . our tremendous hakarat hatov to you for the most amazing
E hjoy home-made food this catering that you provided over pesach. Your food was

abundant and delicious and each dish cooked to perfection.
From the oldest to the youngest, everyone enjoyed the
culinary delights and we blessed you aloud at every meal.

FW. Jerusalem

Whether you would like a fully catered Pesach

or complementary dishes to add to your

menu, fill up your freezer with fresh, delicious
home-made food, made by a culinary chef.

DEVORA

QUALITY CATERING

ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

© devoraharstein.com @ +972527123479

© devora.harstein@gmail.com WE ALSO CATER FOR LARGE GROUPS & SIMCHAS

2 Q The Online Directory of Native
pIREcTORY English-Speaking Physicians in Israel

-

140+ verified doctors in 35+ specialties across 50+ locations

Q. BROWSE _,fg: FILTER
our free & easy-to- by kupah, private
use directory of practice, specialty,
olim doctors. location & more.

T'01

IDENTITYFORYOU.COM

& CONNECT

with the right doctor
for you - all relevant
details provided.

[=] ..@ ( Find Your Doctor Today Q) Supported by

[w] www.anglodoctorsisrael.com wo)a B'Nefesh

Scan to Search info@anglodoctorsisrael.com

i

VO)Nefesh |y

AR -V 00
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITI
OU ISRAEL

This Shabbat, we will read Parshat Shekalim,
one of the four special parshiyot which link to-
gether the days of Adar-beginning this coming
Tuesday and Wednesday, Rosh Chodesh Adar,
with the days of Nisan, leading up to Pesach.

Each of these four special parshiyot, in-
troduces us to important, eternally relevant
messages.

Parshat Shekalim begins with these famil-
iar verses:

This is what everyone who is entered in the
records shall contribute; a half-shekel to the
Mishkan by weight—twenty gerahs to the shek-
el—a halfshekel as an offering to Hashem.

Everyone who is entered in the records, from
the age of twenty years of age and above, shall
give an offering to Hashem:

The wealthy shall not pay more and the poor
shall not pay less than half a shekel when giv-
ing the offering to Hashem as atonement for
each of you.

The Chasidic Masters suggest many import-
ant messages inherent within this mitzva.

Rebbe Chanoch Henach of Aleksand-
er zy'a offered a particularly beautiful

Religious

Caregiver =

Car owner

For details
050-323-1107
Yossi
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explanation of these verses. The word shek-
el alludes to the neshama. The word shekel
is equal in gematria to the word nefesh. Each
and everyone of us is given a proverbial half
shekel, the neshama that is implanted within
us, and each one of us must also offer up an
equivalent "half shekel," in our Avodat Hash-
em, and maasim tovim.

The Toldot Yaakov Yosef, Rebbe Yaakov
Yosef of Polnoye zy'a, explained that each
person must give exactly a half shekel to in-
still within us that no one individual is truly
complete or fulfilled as a lone individual, that
it is only through coming together with oth-
ers and helping one another, that we truly feel
complete.

Similarly, the Avodat Elazar of Kozhnitz
zy'a, points out that even one who has great
wealth, must bring only the same half shek-
el, as one who is impoverished, as if to teach
each of us, that no matter our means, none of
us is truly complete, as an individual-we are
only truly whole, when we join together with
the rest of Klal Yisrael.

Taking this idea a step further, the Birkat
Avraham of Slonim, zy'a points to a well
known Talmudic teaching in Masechet Kiddu-
shin 40b:

A person must always consider as if they
are half meritorious and half liable. WIth one
maase mitzva, they bring themselves and the

Every person who was not born in Israel
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate
his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually!
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS!
The NEAMANS




entire world to the side of merit...:

The Birkat Avraham, explains that this ge-
mara is teaching us the fundamental lesson
of the mitzva of machatzit hashekel. The Reb-
be explains, that not only are we as individ-
uals only truly whole when we join together
and contribute to the enterprise of the Mish-
kan, but in doing so, we are simultaneously
reminded of the capacity each and every one
of us has to be a conduit for good, to grow and
improve as individuals, and that in so doing
each one of us is simultaneously contributing
to the betterment of the entire world.

We can infer from each of these ideas that
It is no mere coincidence that we read Parshat
Shekalim on this Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh
Adar. Chazal teach us mishenichnas Adar
marbin bisimcha- when we enter Adar our joy
increases- The half-shekel represents a soul
that recognizes it is incomplete on its own.
True simcha emerges not by standing alone,
but through connection— connection to one
another and connection to Hashem.

Yehi Ratzon, on this Shabbat Shekalim, may
we find chizuk in these powerful teachings from
these great Chasidic Masters, and may we merit
to experience true simcha as we give to one an-
other, and elevate the entire world through our
mitzvot and maasim tovim. Chodesh Tov!m

U.S.-Trained Neurologist
a Dr. Maia Batash

Expert, Compassionate Neurological Care

%, Call or WhatsApp: ADHD «
+972 55-500-3278 Wt
8 Neck & Back Pain-
Jesusalem, lsrasl Carpal Tunnel »

Merve Injuries =

English & Hebrew Head Trauma, Whiplash »

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

LET YOUR JOURNEY
HOME BEGIN WITH US

FEATURED PROPERTIES
IN ISRAEL

JERUSALEM
e Old Katamon
* 4 bedrooms
¢ Sukkah balcony
e Elevator & storage
e Spacious & bright
e For renovation

V4,600,000

JERUSALEM
¢ Old City
¢ Views of Har Bayit
¢ Duplex
¢ 3 bedrooms
* Renovated
¢ Private roof

12,000,000

HERZLIYA
¢ Fully Renovated
¢ 3 bedrooms
¢ 1st floor
¢ Close to IDC
¢ Parking
e Storage room

V4,750,000

BEIT SHEMESH
Neve Shamir
Must sell

3 bedrooms
Sukkah

Parking & storage
Great views

2,500,000

CARMEI GAT
4 bedrooms * 340 SQM

2 bathrooms ¢ 9 bedrooms
Excellent condition |« 5 bathrooms
Sukkah balcony ¢ 3 balconies
Parking e Sukkah
Storage e Swimming pool

V2,450,000 V6,000,000

PRESALE OPPORTUNITIES:
Carmei Gat | Netanya
Tel Aviv | Jerusalem

% +972-54-441-5704
& &, KimBashRealEstate.com g 7 g2

MA'ALE ADUMIM
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FELLOWSHIP

Teach Israel

POWERED BY

Wo) Nefesh ‘ .
V921 B'Nefesh »Kadima

with Confidence.

Teach Zionism 3
with Depth.

The ZEI Fellowship is a selective,
yearlong professional learning
experience for high school
teachers seeking to teach Israel
and Zionism with rigor,
relevance and creativity.

=

Why Apply?

® 5-day immersive summer intensive in Israel
@ VYearlong professional learning & coaching
@ Classroom-ready Zionism curriculum

@ National cohort of outstanding educators
() upon completion

zei.nbn.org.il/fellowship

Who Is This For?

@ North American high school
teachers who teach a course or
unit that includes Israel, Zionism,
Tanach, History or Jewish History.

Key Dates

© Applications Open: Jan. 25, 2026
©® Israel Intensive:

Rabbi Josh Spodek | jspodek@nbn.org.il




Our Vision ... Fullilling your Dream

RE/MAX

wo

"You shall not oppress a stranger..." 0:2”> nnw "..yn'tn 87 11
From strangers to neighbors, from newcomers to community -

every Jerusalem story begins with finding the right home
Let's find yours in Jerusalem!

RE MAX

VISION [ITN

is just one search away

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties
www.remaxjerusalem.com

LA

Golei Kenya St, French Hill
3 rms near Ramat Eshkol! Great for young
family or investors - in the process of pinui
binui (project renewal) Renovated +Large
Garden. Only NIS 2,800,000
Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111

- b oo s sm—
Kibbutz Galuyot St,

Baka
5 rms (4 BR /2 Full baths) + wrap around
balcony, 1st floor, spacious living/dining
room +priv. storage.
NIS 3,900,000
Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111

Eliya
Great investment prop, airbnb/long-term,
2 rms, New Const., mammad, Shab elev,
near shuk, overlooking Saidoff.
Only NIS 2,150,000
Orna Even Parker 054-621-6069

Golomb St

Elegant 3-room Hod Denia for 60+ | Private
living, exclusive community, 24/7 services,
Shabbat elevator, pool, safe room
NIS 1,995,000
David Weiser +972-55-276-2960

Ir Ganim

Exceptional villa on rare and huge private
lot 650 sqm with 2 pools and valuable
building rights - luxury, privacy, and
endless potential. NIS 12,800,000
David Weiser +972-55-276-2960

Te'ena St, Moshav Ora
270 sgm built with permit on 604 sqm plot,
Includes 10 rms, 2 parking, 2 pergolas,
green solar system. Only a 7 min walk from
light rail. NIS 9,950,000
Alon Ben-David +972-50-882-2050

Yitzhak Ernst Nebenzahl St, Arnona Hills
21st-floor mini penthouse, Old City views,
expansive terraces, bright 6 rooms, top-tier

MO 0 By ey
Shimon Mishori St, Arnona Hills
Entire-floor penthouse with massive rooftop

terrace, bright 5 rooms, ultimate privacy

quality of life. and premium quality living.
NIS 9,500,000 NIS 7,300,000
Micha Paul 052-511-6340 Micha Paul 052-511-6340
L4 l
[} 0 Pa A = are
U b U 5 .0 U b bt [

HaDekel St, Moshav Ora
270 sgm (170 with permit) on a 604 sqm
plot. 10 rms, 2 parking, large pergola, 7 min
walk to light rail. NIS 8,850,000
Alon Ben-David +972-50-882-2050




P\| BADERECH

\ RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

The beloved Rebbe Zusha of Anipoli was a
tzadik of great spiritual ehrlichkeit and sensi-
tivity. Though he and his family lived in con-
stant poverty, they constantly sought oppor-
tunities to assist others generously. Years had
gone by since the last time the Rebbetzin had
purchased anything for herself, so in advance
of Yom Tov, Reb Zusha gathered kopek after
kopek, finally collecting enough funds in order
to purchase material for the construction of a
new dress for his Rebbetzin.

A few days later, word was sent that the dress
was ready and waiting at the tailor’s shop. The
Rebbetzin was thrilled. However, when she re-
turned from the tailor, she appeared crestfallen.
“What’s the matter?” asked Reb Zusha. “Are you
not pleased with the new dress?”

The Rebbetzin related the story: As the

2 SUNDAYS

. Weekly Webinar
9 pm Israel/2 pm EDT

TIPS FOR OLIM

28 minutes of tachlis

pavéway

Register: olimpaveway.com/all-events
6 O O @olimpaveway
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tailor presented her with the finished gar-
ment, he seemed dejected, and let out an audi-
ble krechtz, a deep sigh. When she asked him
what the cause of his tzara was, the tailor ex-
plained that when his future son-in-law had
seen him toiling over the dress, he assumed it
was for his bride-to-be. The poor tailor didn’t
have the heart to tell his daughter’s chatan that
it wasn’t, and he was distressed over his ability
to provide a dress. “So I took the dress” smiled
the Rebbetzin, shyly, “and gave it to the tailor
as a gift for the kallah. 'm truly happy that we
could bring joy to a chosson and kallah... but
now, I confess, 'm a bit disappointed that I
won't have a dress for Yom Tov.”

Reb Zusha thought for a moment and asked,
“Tell me, my dear, did you pay the tailor for his
work?”

“Pay him? I gave him the material you
bought and gave them the whole dress as a
gift!”

Reb Zusha explained to his wife: “My dear,
all week long, this struggling tailor has been
working for us, investing time and effort on
your dress. He had no intention that it would
be for his daughter. And no doubt he was
counting on the parnassah once the job was
finished; who knows what he needed that
money for? What is this poor fellow going to do
now? It’s truly beautiful and generous that you
gave your dress to his daughter... but I think
we need to pay for his hard work, too..."

The Rebbetzin understood her husband’s
point, and Reb Zusha set out to find a way to
compensate the tailor for his efforts.



Bearing more than fifty mitzvos, our sedra
launches a detailed system of interpersonal
laws aimed at cultivating a just and compas-
sionate society. In Mishpatim, the Torah lays
the framework for our obligations toward em-
ployees, our civil regulations and labor laws,
corporate ethics, and standards of ehrlichkeit in
dealings with clients. This halachic expo forms
the basis of related mitzvos throughout the To-
rah. For example...

“You shall not withhold the wages of a poor or
destitute hired worker, (whether they are) your
brothers or strangers who are in your land, with-
in your cities. You shall give him his wage on his
day and not let the sun set over it— for he is poor,
and he risks his life for it — so that he should not
cry out to Hashem against you, lest there should
be sin upon you” (Devarim, 24:14-15)

The intricate halachos that flow from such
sources in Mishpatim aim to ensure fair treat-
ment and kavod for every member of our com-
munity and to protect the dignity and wellbe-
ing of every member in our communal eco-
system. This includes protecting any unsavory
characters who have degraded themselves and
made unfortunate life choices, causing damage
to themselves and others due to negligence or
immorality, even murderers and thieves, rach-
mana lUtzlan.

Our sedra also includes a variety of laws
that are bein adam laMakom, belonging to

Jonathan Gellis
0538236143
Sales and
Renovations

the intimate relationship between a person
and Hashem; for example, laws relating to the
Kashrus of food. Torah issues a directive to not
eat neveilos and treifos, flesh from wounded
animals. The ‘reason’ given is Hashem desires
that> Pnn WTp WN), “you shall be people of
holiness to Me” (22:30).

Rebbe Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, zy’a,
shared a novel interpretation of Hashem’s
command, expanding the principle beyond
the dietary laws. Before the Torah instructs us
to “be holy”, we are commanded to be “people”
— the term anshei precedes the descriptive ko-
desh. As the Kotzker said, Kodem a mench un
nach dem heilig, “First be a true human being,
and only then strive for holiness.”

From properly treating employees and mer-
chants and protecting the weakest elements of
our society, to halchos relating to our personal
relationship with Hashem, the goal and path
outlined in this week’s parsha, it can be argued,
is mentchlechkeit.

May we take a lesson from Reb Zusha and
live the lessons of our sedra as anshei kodesh,
true erliche mentchen, holy to Hashem — and
holy toward one another. |

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-51061

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care
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Avraham Eevi
0586927574

Property Management
and Maintenance =
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Ask us about the vibrant community in Ir Yamim, Netanya &beyond ™}

WWW.seaview/lsraelfcom
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Looking For
Change?
If you do what you always did,
you'll get what you always got.
Leora Mandel, M.5.Ed

Frofeusional Cownsslor, Marriage & Family Therspist

Transform your

Individual and couples counseling.

In parson Jerusalem office or online
Call or whatsapp: 058-620-81046

Email:Learadmandel@gmail.com

This Week's Inspirational

* Be'er Tziporap ah - | ;}
Bottled Water Ge i

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength toso .
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having

the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

R RFRO PRI

Men's Safrut (The Bais)
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner

7 Hartum Street,

2nd Floor

SPECIAL EVENT:

8:00 PM

ATID BAKA: Pre Purim Kickoff
Event. Yissachar 3
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The Bais [for Men|

Semichat Chaver Program
Rav Elyada Goldwicht

@ Bet Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Keren Hayesod St.

*The schedule is subject to change

Subscribe to our OU lsrael
Whatsapp Community for all
information related to OU lsrael
classes and programs, including
last minute schedule changes
and updates, by scanning

the QR Cade above.

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS ARE
FOR MEN ONLY




Torah Learning with OU Israel ()

pLalVl

OU Israel is supported by the Jawish
Federation of Broward County

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila P'shat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:15 AM 12:20 PM
Rambam: Letters & Introductions Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin St. Rechavia

SPECIAL EVENTS: 7:00-9:30 PM 9:00 AM -1:00 PM
Rosh Chodesh Adar Women's Beit Shemesh Rosh Chodesh
Seminar: Beit Knesset HaNassi Adar Women's Seminar
[Shira Smiles will be speaking 5 Asher St.

ds 4 part of this event)

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men’s Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi David Fine

Weekly Kollel Boker- Rabbi lan Shaffer
Instructors include Rabbi Aschi Dick
Rabbi Avi Herzog

1:00PM- NEXX/1!!

Modiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick
Masamerica Offices, 28 Dam HaMacabbiim 5t,
3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm

7:30 PM Men's Safrut in MODIIN Rabbi Phil Schajer

7:30 PM Men'’s Safrut in BEIT SHEMESH Rabbi Elie Levi




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA

@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

2:15AM
Holy Poetry Rabbi Dr. Aharon Adler

10:20AM

Halachic and Hashkafic Issues in
Contemporary Society

Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:25 AM

Mussar and Self Improvement:
A study of Rav Kook's sefer
Midot HaRayah

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

12:30 PM

Jews in the Middie Ages:

External Threats and Internal
Developments Dr. Deborah Polster

SPECIAL EVENT:
T:00PM

Nach Yomi Siyum
Nefesh B'Nefesh

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN ARNONA

@ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon,

11 Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

2:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM
Parashat Hashavua
Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:25 AM
Trailblazing the Text of Tanach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

12:20 PM
Modern Masters Rabbi S5am Shor

BET KNESSET OHEL YITZCHAK
@ Keren Hayesod Street

8:00 PM
Halachic Controversies
[the Bais) Rabbi Aschi Dick

DR OE;

#THEOUISRAEL




SHIUR SPONSORS

Sponsored by Bob Dale in memory of his

father Shlomo Natan Ben Moshe 2”1,

whose Yahrzeit is on Rosh Chodesh Adar

Sponsored Hillel Goldscheider
Lzecher Nishmat BnMax ]2 AN ax

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year
I'ilui nishmat: Daniel ben David z”I
and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a”h,
and Mordechai ben Moshe z”I
and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus a”’h,
zichronam livracha,
parents of Judy & Menachem Marcus

Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger

in loving memory of their parents
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and
Herbert & Leonore Shulman,
zichronam livracha

Sponsored for the 2025 academic year
nNWi 17'v'7
'7UT IN'7{7 ]2 2'7TI A"V N'TAN2 N2 AN

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nnwa 177
'7°T AN7W 2 210 DWI A’V DANAN N2 DD

Sponsored by
The Jewish Legacy Foundation

To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney

054-281-4604 or to donate onlin
htt

Sponsored for the 2025-2026
academic year by
Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter for the
refuah shleimah of their granddaughter
Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic
year by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil
Families in memory of
Mel & Sylvia David 2"l
'7”Y,0{727 X201 VNN DANAN A '7Tan DNID
7”1 ,'7T'N IR A7 A'IN N2 AT Y

Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic
year by the Frist family in memory of
their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist z”I
'7°T IP7T N2 XN'0 VAW'IX

Dedicated anonymously for the
refuah shleima of Evelina bat Galina

Dedicated for the year in memory of
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”|
by Robyn Pocker

Sponsored by Batsheva Kantor
in memory of her husband
Dr Reuven Kantor ben
Beryl Lib Halevi 2”1
who passed away on Feb 5th - 27th
Shevat, two years ago.
A man with a pure heart and
Torah scholar. He is missed
dearly by all the family.




QU ISRAEL

Glomenas & Dividion

NextGen
Pre-Purim
F\r nt

TUESDAY FEB. 24
@ 8PM

QU Israel Office
Hartom 7
(Detailed instructions will be sent)

Details
Coming Soon!

Events taj{‘ ng

around Israel T

Mother-Daughter Mini-Shiur Kahoot Purim
Chavruta Learning Competition Art Project

P

Chashmonaim [Rimen Shul] -Tues Feb 17
Yerushalayim - Baka [Matnas) - §

Beit Shqmush [Mnnnrml Hnmnnr:l

Mediin - [Darchei Tzion] - Sun Fel

Maaleh Adumim - Location TBD - Sun Feb 22
YM - Ramot [Ramatayim Tzafim] - Mon Feb 23
Rehavot [Barman Shul) - Tues Fab 24

Pardes Chana (klal Yisrael] <-Wed Feb 25
Efrat - (Makom ltzmeach) - Wed Feb 25
Camrel Gat TED

52 TORAH TIDBITS 1648 / MISHPATIM




AT NN
CAMP DROR

OUF ISRAEL TR I 1M

More friends
|

More ruach

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION
FOR GRADES 5-10 8650 NIS

P Contact Cindy for
" more information:
campdror@ouisrael.org
+972502022085

%DSH g ODESH LQ/[]AR

Women’s Seminar in Yerushalayim

Fi
ZEMIRA OZARDWSKI REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES  REBBETZIN PEARL BOROW  RABBI MENACHEM NISSEL
Director, OU lsrael Women's Division Seudat Purim Magilia Mishioach Manot] Motanot Levyanim
Words of Introduction Secrets of the Seuda  The Hidden Messages Something Fishy
of Megillat Esther About Adar

4 & Beit Knesset Hanasi S0 NIS
":j 215am - 1:00 pm  Ussishkin 24 includes brunch
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'GET READY FOR
UNFORGETTABLE SUMME

ACHA

GIRLS GRADES 10-12 _ 4

Wy fa e

QU AL

apTnnn
TR ENDT

Megillat Esther Beyond the Story

LEAH FEINBERG

A Miracle and a Milestone:
Purim & Shivat Tzion

RACHEL SCHAUM
DI ~ "
The Ris
Second

BASYA TEITELBAUM
A Story We Newver Finish
Reading

ORA SCHRIER
07
Two Megillot, One
Missi

Beit Midrash Torani Leumi| GO MIS,

P Tuesday, February 17

215 am - 100 pm

Yocheved Shull and Yocheved Kornfeld,
musical accompaniment by Miri Miller
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& Reuvan Streat
Register at:

_ouisrael.org/events/adar2026BS

Brunch will be served



OU lerael ATID Invites You To A:

ACTIVITY
& SHIUR 800 PM

Minhal Kahiati (Matnas) Baka
Yiesachar 3

For Wemen in Their 0%

Free Entry!
httpe://www.ouigraelorg/eventa//atidbaka-kickoff g
= e ) HUUSES
‘ February 18 Neve Iéaniel 19:00
{'(')al'a!lz ‘ February22 Efrat 19:00

Please note deadline for TT issue #1651 ‘ February23 Carmei Gat — 20:00

Shabbat March 6 - 7 (Ki Tisa) Raanana :
All ads must be in by Wed. Feb. 25% ‘ February 24 19:00

Regular weekly deadlines are no later
than Monday morning of each week

‘ March5  Pardes Hana  19:00

‘ Marchg8  Chashmonaim  19:00
For advertising information: Ita Rochel .
025609125 | ttads@ouisrael.org \ March9  Modiin 19:00

‘ March12  Givot Eden 19:30

Tzitzit tying with Ruti

Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin ‘ March15 Tl Mond 19:30
Mondays 1:15-4pm M 19:30
& Wednesdays 12-3pm ‘ Mach 17 Yerushalayim  19:
no experience needed Come mect Rabbi Kenny Pollack, EEEIEE H
Director of Camp Dror = _gj,s*  Scant,
£ 5‘ register
ﬂnbw ﬂN'lQ'l Any questions? Contact Cindy Bl s

Campdror@ouisrael.org +972502022085

Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah
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Torat Imecha c_:-\mg--_:

NACH YOMI

ISRAEL SIYUM
COME CELEBRATE

THE COMPLETION &
START A NEW CHAPTER

Join the OU Women’s Initiative to celebrate the third
Torat Imecha Nach Yomi Siyum.
Bring friends and family along for this milestone
in women’s learning.

FEATURING

Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman
Mrs. Sivan Rahav Meir
Rebbetzin Dafna Ber
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski

Wednesday, February 18th at 7pm

Nefesh B’ Nefesh
Yitzchak Rabin 10 n]

Jerusalem, lsrael ol
' Homen's
Ced o




MM?M
“C(HAl

“""""‘ BOYS GRADES 10- 12

APPLY NOW AT CHAIBOYS.NCSY.ORG!

W 1D

Purim Mishloach Manot
for IDF Soldiers

From your heart to our soldiers in the field

Donate Now

Send a hug to our soldiers
A generous Purim basket for a soldier 120 ILS | $36

or Through our website £}

Scan the code |§|E= 0]
www.ouisrael.org/donate/mishloach-manot BET&#&S vonatons et il
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U OU ISRAEL IMPACTS THOUSANDS.
- YOUR PARTNERSHIP MAKES IT
POSSIBLE

* Enhancing life for ofim and their families across lsrael

+ Expanding Torah and community programming nationwide

+ Distributing 14,000 Torah Tidbits weekly across Israel

+ Saving and transforming the lives of thousands of teens at risk

Join the OU Israel Partnership
Be part of strengthening Jewish life across Israel

Annual support from just

360 NIS per couple E3E]
For more information Josh Churney: C =]
joshc@ouisrael.org S0 ﬂ'l:ﬁ'

OUISRAEL.ORG/PARTNERSHIP | 054-281-4604

LTy o s )

Beit Knesset Kol Eliyahu
Wednesday, : Rechov Rav Shlomo Zalman
February 25 i Auerbach across from Park
8:00PM H Yarmut in Mem3

CUSTOM OF COSTUMES:
UNCOVERING CLOTHING IN
TANACH
Miriam White
Fruit Carving Workshop

Learn how to make a festive fruit platter
for your Purim Seuda with Chani Meyer

30 NIS | Register at
www.ouisrael.org/events/nextgen-purim-bs
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o) Nefesh
WDDJ B‘ﬁ:fesh

connect.

RECRUITMENT SERVICES

YOUR VISION FOR
OPPORTUNITY
- STARTS HERE

A well-established private optometry practice in the
Sharon Region, Israel, with a strong reputation and
loyal clientele, is seeking a licensed optometrist.

WHAT'S ON OFFER:

- Established patient base

- Modern clinic

- Competitive pay

- Opportunity for full practice ownership

WHO WE'RE LOOKING FOR:

- Licensed optometrist in Israel
- Patient-focused, professional
- Interested in a long-term opportunity

\ J

Looking to hire top talent or buy & sell a business?
CONTACT US TODAY: GIYUS@NBN.ORG.IL

v9) N?\Iesh
v9o)21B'Nefesh

HEEEN
=!==The Israel
mmEn Calendar

Visit The Nefesh B'Nefesh Israel Calendar to
explore English-language events taking place
all over the country!

All the virtual and in-person English-speaking programming posted

on the calendar are designed for Olim seeking to connect with like-
minded Anglos!

Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share
your program with the expansive Nefesh B'Nefesh community all
over Israel.

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH

JEWISH
NATIONAL
FUND

USA

W ¥ ] ]

FOR ISRAEL'7X1W!
and Integration




GEULAS YISRAEL

N
ZION

RSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

The Table, the Ocean,
and the Circle

Sometime in the early part of the sixteenth
century, one of the greatest talmidei cha-
chamim of our long mesorah made a dramat-
ic decision—one that would permanently re-
shape the halachic landscape.

DISRUPTED MESORAH

The Jewish world had become fractured
and unsettled. Decades earlier, 100,000-
150,000 Jews had been expelled from Spain
and scattered across Europe, the Balkans, and
North Africa. That upheaval tore at the fabric
of Jewish life and generated immense halach-
ic confusion.

Spanish exiles carried their traditions into
unfamiliar settings, where those practices of-
ten collided with established local pesakim and
minhagim. The Inquisition uprooted families;
children were orphaned or separated from
their parents and never absorbed halachah as
it was lived and modeled in the home. The con-
tinuity of halachic practice—once transmitted

DO YOU SUFFER FROM JOINT PAINT
“Stem Cells™
An in-office mini-liposuction can

provide the cells to treat this
condition naturally

(

FOR INFO: KNEE@SZMC.ORG.IL
WWW.DOCTORZINGER.COM/ARTHRITIS
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naturally from generation to generation—was
suddenly at risk.

As this fragile system of transmission weak-
ened, a second force accelerated the instabil-
ity. A few decades before the Spanish expul-
sion, in the mid-fifteenth century, Johannes
Gutenberg invented the printing press in
Germany. Printing written material sudden-
ly became dramatically cheaper. Until then,
publishing books had been prohibitively ex-
pensive. In the Jewish world, this created a
natural process of self-selection: only works
of the highest caliber justified the enormous
cost of manual copying.

With the advent of the printing press, that
barrier fell. Printing was now accessible to al-
most anyone who wished to publish a book.
Torah works proliferated, and the tables of the
beit midrash were flooded with new sefarim.
But progress came with a cost. It became in-
creasingly difficult to determine which works
were authoritative and which were less so.

RESTORING ORDER

Confronted by these two threats to halach-
ic stability—the upheaval caused by exile and
the confusion created by unchecked prolifer-
ation—Rav Yosef Karo, himself expelled from
Spain and later resettled in Tzefat, made a
bold decision: to create a standard and reli-
able framework for halachic decision-making.
He proposed that halachah be determined by



the consensus of the three greatest authorities
of the preceding centuries—the Rif, the Ram-
bam, and the Rosh. When all three agreed,
the ruling was clear. When they disagreed,
halachah would follow the majority opinion.

Rav Yosef Karo believed that this method,
articulated systematically in his sefer, could
restore order and clarity to a fractured hala-
chic world. He called the work Beit Yosef—
both because his name was Yosef and be-
cause, like Yosef in Egypt who sustained an
entire region during famine, he hoped his
sefer would nourish the Jewish people with
halachic clarity in a time of confusion.

Toward the end of his life, he realized that
his encyclopedic work was too extensive and
demanding for the average person to master.
He therefore composed a concise summary—
almost a set of halachic “cliff notes”—to distill
that larger work. He called this abridged code
the Shulchan Aruch, which went on to become
the gold standard for halachic rulings to this
day.

He chose the name Shulchan Aruch by
drawing upon the opening Rashi in Parashat
Mishpatim. Moshe is instructed to present
the Torah in a clear and orderly manner. Al-
though Moshe himself heard the Torah direct-
ly from HaKadosh Baruch Hu, the rest of the
people did not. They required careful and de-
liberate explanation.

Rashi explains that Hashem command-
ed Moshe to arrange the Torah ke-shulchan
aruch—like a table that is set and organized
before a person, ready for use. The image is
precise and deliberate. It evokes the Shulchan
of the Mikdash, perhaps the most carefully
structured of all the Mikdash vessels: symmet-
rically built, supported by frames and rods,
with trays designed to hold the lechem hapa-
nim, baked and arranged according to exact

1702

Highest Prices m Paid
Flawless Member
Service
25 years+ Club

Diamond

WANTED

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

#%+ Alan Sussman, “The Collector” ##+

052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

measure and order.

The image of a shulchan aruch, an orga-
nized table, thus became a metaphor for clar-
ity—ideas laid out systematically, accessible,
and usable. Borrowing from this Rashi, Rav
Yosef Karo named his highly organized sys-
tem of halachic decision-making the Shulchan
Aruch: a table set before the Jewish people, of-
fering halachah in a form that is ordered and
intelligible.

A TABLE OR AN OCEAN

Not everyone agreed with this decision.
Among the most forceful opponents was Rav
Shlomo Luria (the Maharshal), who lived in
Poland and penned a sharp critique of any at-
tempt to standardize halachah. Torah, he ar-
gued, cannot—and should not—be reduced to
a formula. There cannot be a single, uniform
truth, even in halachic practice. Each compe-
tent rav must study the relevant sources and
arrive at his own considered conclusion.

4 KASHER
3 ME NOW

Pesach & r'h
year round: |

kitchen &
kashering * |

(© 053-3725341
®© 02-6431427

| 7B
¢

OU ISRAEL CENTER 61



To package Torah into one system and as-
sume a single authoritative outcome, Rav
Shlomo Luria warned, strips Torah of its
breadth and its infinity. In this spirit, he
named his own sefer Yam Shel Shlomo, invok-
ing the massive mikveh constructed by Shlo-
mo HaMelech in the Mikdash—so vast that it
resembled an ocean. Torah, in his vision, is
not an orderly table set with clear divisions.
It is an endless sea—expansive, deep, and re-
sistant to being confined to a single, definitive
conclusion.

Who was right in this debate? In truth, both
were—and it depends on what question we
are asking.

Ideally, Torah is expansive and inexhaust-
ible. It resists being flattened into a single for-
mula. Most disputes in the Gemara are not
the result of a broken mesorah or a failure to
remember one lost, absolute truth. Each po-
sition recorded in Shas contains a kernel of
divine truth. Torah truth is not always binary.

MULTIPLE "PROFOUND TRUTHS"

Chazal teach that Hashem showed Moshe
Rabbeinu at Har Sinai that a particular ele-
ment could be tamei, and also that the very
same element could be tahor. Our human
minds struggle with this. We live in a world
of either/or. For us, it is either day or night,
but not both. Hashem, however, is not bound
by binary categories. He is described as
250 IR XN DDW WY, TUIN KNI NN IXP—
the One who forms light and creates darkness,
makes peace and creates all.

Niels Bohr, a Danish physicist once ob-
served that the opposite of a true statement
is a false statement, but the opposite of a pro-
found statement may be another profound
statement. Human beings think in terms of
true and false, on and off, zero and one. We
are confined to binaries. Hashem is not. He
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deals in layered, overlapping truths.

This is why, when we study Gemara, we
do not seek only a final ruling. We seek to
uncover the divine logic embedded in each
position. Torah, at its core, is not a problem
to be solved, but a depth of divine logic to be
entered.

Prior to the forces that destabilized the hala-
chic world, halachah itself was far more flex-
ible. A rabbi in one city of Spain might fol-
low the traditions of the Ramban, while an-
other rabbi—perhaps only a few miles to the
south—would rule in accordance with the
Rambam. Each approach was seen as legiti-
mate, because each emerged from a different,
profound expression of Hashem’s will.

Of course, in the realm of practical halachic
observance—which is necessarily binary—no
individual can live out multiple truths at once.
That complexity belongs to the abstract are-
na of Gemara learning. In lived experience, a
person must act in one concrete way. But on
a collective level, the coexistence of differing
halachic rulings reflected multiple authentic
pathways of divine truth. Torah was unified
not through uniformity, but through depth.

Rav Yosef Karo believed that the halach-
ic landscape had become too fragile to sus-
tain that level of pluralism. At that moment
in history, he felt, halachah required stabili-
zation through standardization. Rav Shlomo
Luria disagreed. In his view, halachah should
remain fluid and flexible, resistant to being
fixed into a single authoritative form.

In practice, the Jewish people ultimately
aligned with the Shulchan Aruch, relying on
a unified code—augmented by the Rema for
Ashkenazic practice—to guide halachic obser-
vance across communities.

Yet this entire debate unfolded within the
boundaries of practical halachah. Even Rav



Yosef Karo believed that, in theory, Hashem’s
infinite word contains multiple truths. In lived
halachic practice, we must confine ourselves
to a shared framework in order to preserve
communal coherence and unity. But in the
world of thought—in learning, in reflection, in
grappling with the eternal will of Hashem—
we strive, as best we can, to move beyond
binary thinking and to recognize the many
shades and colors through which Hashem’s
Torah is revealed.
MULTIPLE HASHKAFOT

Recognizing multiple truths within Torah
should train us to appreciate multiplicity in
hashkafah as well. Hashkafah is not Torah it-
self. It is the lens—the outer layer—through
which we process Torah and interpret the
world we inhabit. In the next world there
will be no hashkafah, only Torah. Hashkafah
belongs to the human condition, to life lived
within history and culture.

Just as divine wisdom yields multiple truths
in the realm of Torah facts, it can also yield
multiple authentic hashkafot. There is no
single, exclusive pathway to Hashem or to
His Torah. Claims to the contrary are not ex-
pressions of religious strength; they diminish
Hashem by confining Him within human cat-
egories and constructs.

This impulse risks framing Hashem in hu-
man terms. Limiting His transcendence, even
subtly, distorts faith.

THE CIRCLE

The final Gemara in Ta’anit depicts the
end of days, when Hashem gathers all the
righteous into a circle. He stands at the cen-
ter, and the tzaddikim, arrayed along the
circumference, point inward and declare:
“nyvra nnnwn N2n-1o mp N im.”

Why is this final alignment of the righteous
described as a circle, rather than any other

geometric form?

A circle contains infinitely many radii, each
equidistant from the center. Every point along
the circumference stands at the same dis-
tance from the middle. Two Jews can occupy
positions that appear opposite—180 degrees
apart—seeing the center from entirely differ-
ent vantage points. Each believes he is facing
Hashem from his own direction, with his own
orientation. And yet, each is seeing Hashem
equally. Neither perspective is closer. Neither
vision is more accurate.

When we practice halachah, we com-
mit ourselves to an organized and unified
framework—what Rav Yosef Karo sought to
achieve through the Beit Yosef and the Shul-
chan Aruch. Practice demands coherence and
shared action.

But when we seek to understand Hashem’s
will, when we form hashkafic lenses through
which to encounter Him, we enter a different
realm. There, multiple perspectives can coex-
ist. Different positions may stand far apart, yet
all face the same center. In that space, truth
is not singular and linear, but layered, expan-
sive, and infinitely divine. B

H OU Press is honored to partner
 awmaa pm o with Rabbi Moshe Taragin on his
Wﬂ new volume in Hebrew regarding
f the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch
Hahastara). This remarkable book is
also available in English, “Dark Clouds
Above, Faith Below”

Q) The OU Israel Family
wishes Mazal Tov to
Rebbetzin Zemira &

Rabbi Eli 0zarowski and family
on the Bar Mitzvah of

their son Netanel &g,
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X ®
Netanel Shimoff Avia Azoulay
Injury & Health Claims o Civil & Commercial

Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts
Work Accidents | Negligence & SHIMOFF AZOULAY  Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Insurance | Bituach Leumi Law Firm Wills & Estates

O 02-5660002 9 King George 16 A Jerusalem @ Office@aslegal.co.il @ aslegal.co.il

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally

iulr WirePay

Beating the banks
every time .

, _,Prbpe'rtyi purchases. Investment. Living Expenses.
Forward Contracts - lock in the rate up to 1 year.

]

| 5000+ | $4B+ | i
: - R | 2007 [

-

I

@ 02 624 0288 @ info@wirepayisrael.com

*(Formally Forex Israel)

[]] - Make this summer matter
Join the staff of Camp Dror

Be the counselor campers look up to!

' Fun, ruach, teamwork and
~ real impact

Camp Dror | Staff 2926

finishing Grade 19 or older
‘www.campdror.com +927502022085
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ADERE

n'IwIN!

Towers - OUT | Boutique - IN

As Jerusalem is filling up with high rise buildings,

Aderet Yerushalayim offers a different kind of living

experience. 7-story boutique buildings, with a lot of

space, quality community living and a lot of greenery in
a new neighborhood in the perfect location

Garden apartments and penthouses
N

w4,990,68¢
9 VAV

2 minutes 2 minutes Parking and Payment
from Begin from the storage room conditions 10/90
road light rail for each Exempt from the
apartment Madad

073-7024480 AR L.




HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN

|i|r‘|‘__-l—\—-\-
A Jormerid

INITIATIVE

From Half a Shekel to
Shared Responsibility

Shabbat Shekalim introduces one of the To-
rah’s most deceptively simple mitzvot: every-
one gives the same half-shekel. Not more if
you are wealthy, not less if you are struggling.
The Mishkan, and later the Beit HaMikdash,
is sustained not by a few benefactors, but by
collective participation. Sacred space is built
through shared responsibility.

The Haftorah from Melachim II, chapter
12 brings that principle to life. King Yoash as-
cends the throne at a fragile moment of re-
newal. The Beit HaMikdash still stands, but
years of neglect have taken their toll. Funds
are collected - obligatory gifts, vowed offer-
ings, voluntary donations, yet nothing is re-
paired. That gap - between contribution and
impact - lies at the heart of the story.

Ohel Leah Synagogue, Hong Kong

Deputy Rabbinical Couple

A warm and welcoming community is  Ideal Candidates:

looking for a young couple (full-time « Enthusiastic and passionate

positions) who are enthusiastic,
friendly, and open to the adventure of
living in Hong Kong. Each spouse will
hold a separate position, contributing
uniquely to the community.

couple.

nifa] <« For full details please inspire youth.

scan the QR Code.

Please send your resume to: outreach.

“axi!  applications@ohelleah.org
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Familiarity with Sephardic
traditions and culture a plus.
Proficient in English (native-like
command), with additional
fluency in French and/or Hebrew.
« Strong desire to engage and

EHH- * Experience in educational
1 programming and community

The half-shekel establishes equality, but the
Haftorah presses further. Equality alone does
not sustain sacred space. When Yoash places a
collection box in the Beit Hamikdash, respon-
sibility shifts. The people give not only because
they must, but because they understand that
the future of the Mikdash depends on them.

This is unity at its strongest: not uniformi-
ty, but shared ownership. No one assumes the
work belongs to someone else. The Beit Ha-
Mikdash is sustained by “us.” The funds are
not used for ornamentation, but for beams
and walls - the work that keeps the Mikdash
standing. Repairing what is broken is not sec-
ondary to avodah; it is avodah.

Shabbat Shekalim asks us to think beyond
how much we give. Do we show up only for
moments of inspiration or also
for the steady work that keeps
something standing?

This is not only the story of the
Mikdash. It is the story of every
sacred space we build together.

It is the story of Torat Imecha
Nach Yomi.

Thousands of women learning
a chapter a day, across cities and
time zones, creating something
lasting through consistency and
care. Page by page, sefer by sefer,



a structure rises. When we gather for a siyum,
we are not marking an ending, but celebrat-
ing what shared commitment can build.
This, too, is a kind of Mikdash.
The half-shekel reminds us that no one
builds alone.
The Haftorah reminds us that holiness en-
dures when everyone takes responsibility.
Shekalim leaves us with one question:
What are we helping to sustain?

Cheap movers create

expensive problems.®

S— : i
On The Move "
Moving, without the moving problems. |
054-736-9550

QG 25 mes

MANICURE & MASSAGE
“Where Beauty Meets Healing.”

Expert Nail Services, Relaxing Spa Massages
& Body Treatments.

Experience a Little Bit of America in Jerusalem.
At our Spa, we pride ourselves on

exceptional customer service
and a luxurious, welcoming environment.

053 462 5851

SCAN FOR APPOINTMENT

PLEASE _j{')]N LANDER COLLEGE FOR WOMEN AT OUR
Annual g |

MELAVA MALKA © "

FEATURING DIVREI CHI

RABBI Z

LEFF

RAV OF MOSHAY MATTISYAHLU

{:"L } MOTZEI SHABBAT, @ KAHAL CHASSIDIM
b FEBRUARY 21, 8:30PM ¥y RECHAVIA

(21
@ FOR SEMINARY STUDENTS

RSVP by February 18, 2026 to Lauren Inger at 055-253-5942 or linger@tourc.edu

o) 45

TOURO
\/ UNIVERSITY

HOSTED BY:
DEAMN MARIAN STOLTZ-LOIKE AND THE LANDER COLLEGE FORWOMEN
THE ANNA RUTH AND MARK HASTEN SCHOOL IN CONJUNCTION WITH 4G AND NCSY ALUMNI
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TSAVTA

A new luxury project from the developers of Quadra in the heart of Mekor Chaim.

Swimming peol | Gym | Labby | Courtyard Apartments from 110-200 sqm,
High-end specifications | Parking | Storage

+972 54-766-0338
yitzyacapitil.com

EARIT

TATE AGENCY

PREMIUM

MOVING & STORAGE

Alw
ibtat LSO premiummoving.co.il @ 053-7272-815 (Y JELLLEET]

Logistics & storage PREMIUM MOVING
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From Vision To Keys In Hand
We Make Israel Real Estate Simple.

Passionate Service. Exceptional Results.

Latest Properties - Don't be Closed Out!

Jerusalem: 7% Now-No Index Hadera: Land - IOOsqm
2 Bedrooms From 3.IM NIS Starting From 773k NIS

Haifa Area: 3 Bedrooms Karmiel: Duplex Homes - . .
_ _— Unlimited Guidance:
Starting From 1.7M NIS Starting From 4.7M NIS Where To Buy
Netanya: 3 bedrooms Netanya: 4 bedrooms How To Buy
Starting From M/\ 2.8 NIS  Starting From >Q/\ 2.99NIS What To Buy
Carmei Gat: 3 Bedrooms Katamonim: 3 Bedrooms Buy Or Rent
Starting From 2.I5M NIS Starting From 3.85M NIS Money Transfers
Mortgage Issues

Zichron Yaakov: 3 Bedrooms Bat Yam: Beach/Light Rail (roperty Management
Starting From 2.97M NIS 2 Bedrooms

W . . ,
17. lzzy Leizerowitz |=- USA (786) 385-8859
K [ e BROKER - OWNER . .
FEE: 2% + VAT info@keteradvisors.com

4 in a dreamlike atmosphere

A unique hospitality experience in the religious community
of Har Shmuel between the vineyards of the Judean
mountains in a pastoral biblical landscape. A short distance
from Jerusalem.Upgraded and

fully equipped villa

050-2604621

spacious bedrooms 8 ¢

Suitable for hosting families and groups of up to 26 ¢
.people

Air conditioning, heating, spacious kitchen, garden, «
... swimming pool, barbecue area, sauna and more
All these create a warm atmosphere all while being

-
. luxurious and elegant
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Rav Kook: Healthy Honor
and Robust Pride |, oo

The dangers of honor are duly noted and

often emphasized throughout the writings of

the Sages. One well-known example states, “...
the pursuit of honor removes a person from
the world” (Avot 4:21). Not only is
chasing honor unhealthy in that
it indulges the ego, it also reflects
a lack of appreciation for one’s
inherent worth. If a person truly
recognized their own value, they
would not be dependent on the
approval of others.

The negative trappings of pur-
suing honor are fairly obvious.
However, there is also a positive dimension
to accepting honor. Rav Kook, in Midot Ha-
Ra’aya, reminds us that honor has its place
and can be used constructively to encourage
and uplift a person’s spirit.

In this regard, Rav Kook writes:

“When a person is honored in the world,
and he is concerned because the world erred
in its esteem for him, let him put aside that
concern and invoke it at a time when he is vis-
ited by some insult.” (Midot HaRa’aya, Kavod,
piska #5)

In other words, a person should store away
some of the positive and uplifting feelings
that accompany being honored—even if they
slightly inflate the ego—for times when one
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Shmuel Yosef Agnon

may face rejection or ridicule. In this way,
feelings of confidence can be used construc-
tively rather than destructively.

In a similar vein, Rav Kook suggests that ev-
ery person needs some measure
of honor and affirmation from
others, as it energizes and inspires
one to rise to the spiritual heights
by which they are perceived.

“At times it is fitting to accept
honor and to enjoy it, in order to
strengthen one’s spiritual ener-
gies for noble accomplishments...”
(ibid., piska #6)

AGNON: TWO WAYS TO
RESPOND TO KAVOD

The following memorable anecdote brings
this idea to life. The renowned Israeli novelist
S.Y. Agnon—who, incidentally, shared a close
relationship with Rav Kook—wrote that there
are two ways people respond to honor. Some
hear words of praise and ignore them entire-
ly. Others hear words of honor and choose to
learn from them.

Agnon describes the contrasting practices
of two towering rabbinic figures of the nine-
teenth century. Rabbi Akiva Eiger, upon re-
ceiving a letter, would immediately fold over
the top portion where the writer lavished him
with honorifics and lofty titles. He refused



even to see them, lest they lead to feelings of
haughtiness or an inflated ego.

By contrast, the great sage known as the
Chacham Zvi, Rav Zvi Ashkenazi, would delib-
erately unfold the letter and read all the hon-
orifics attached to his name (tzaddik, gaon,
gadol hador, etc.). He did so not for self-grati-
fication, but to be inspired by the expectations
others had of him and to know what he must
strive to become. If the letter referred to him
as a tzaddik, he would say to himself, “Then I
must be even more involved in acts of righ-
teousness, so that it will truly be justified for
others to see me as a tzaddik...” (S.Y. Agnon,
Me’atzmi el Atzmi, p. 33, cited in Midot Ha-
Ra’aya, ed. Zev Soltanovich, p. 302)

RAV AKIVA EIGER’S
ASTOUNDING HUMILITY

To fully appreciate the exquisite humility of
Rabbi Akiva Eiger, the following story is worth
noting.

Rabbi Yosef Yoizel Horowitz, the Alter of
Novardok, recounts an astounding episode in
his classic work Madreigas Ha’Adam (Chesh-
bon HaTzedek, ch. 6). When Rabbi Akiva Eiger
first visited his future father-in-law, townspeo-
ple approached him to discuss Torah, having
heard of his brilliance as a talmid chacham. Yet
he deliberately pretended to be unlearned, to
the point that his reputation was ruined. His
future father-in-law even regretted agreeing
to the shidduch and asked him to leave town.

“Wait one week,” Rabbi Akiva Eiger replied.

At that time, a newly married chassan was
staying in town and had greatly impressed the
townspeople with his learning. Rabbi Akiva
Eiger realized that if he revealed his own To-
rah mastery, he would eclipse the other chas-
san, making him appear insignificant. Since
the chassan was scheduled to leave within the
week, Rabbi Akiva Eiger chose to conceal his
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abilities temporarily. Only after the chassan
departed did he reveal his true scholarship,
astonishing the town and fully restoring his
standing—and his father-in-law’s confidence.
(Olam HaMiddot, Kestenbaum, Artscroll, p. 151)
What is astounding is not merely Rabbi Aki-
va Eiger’s sensitivity to avoiding another’s em-
barrassment. Even as a young man, he was
deeply concerned with preserving his friend’s
honor, scrupulously fulfilling the Mishnah’s
teaching: “The honor of your fellow should be
as dear to you as your own” (Avot 2:10).
PRAYING DAILY FOR SELF-CONFIDENCE
Rav Kook (Midot HaRa’aya, Kavod, piska
#5) cites the Talmudic teaching that a righ-
teous person is able to remain silent and
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unresponsive in the face of ridicule and insult
(Shabbat 88b).

Each day, at the conclusion of the Ami-
dah, we pray: “To those who curse me, let my
soul be silent...” (Elokai netzor). Rav Kook ex-
plains that the soul is deeply affected by de-
rision and curse, as these strike at the core
of a person’s life force. However, when the
soul recognizes that its source is Divine, it re-
mains unaffected by mockery or denigration.
When God’s will is one’s clear and defining
goal, the taunts of others lose their power.

(Siddur Olat Re’iyah, vol. 1, pp. 291-292)
RAV KOOK UNDER HARASSMENT

Rav Kook embodied this teaching in his
own life. He was frequently harassed by stu-
dents and followers of prominent rabbis who
opposed him. These attacks often crossed the
line into mockery, defamatory posters, and
even physical violence.

On one occasion, Rav Aryeh Levin’s daugh-
ter witnessed zealots knocking Rav Kook’s fur
hat from his head. Disturbed by the incident,
Rav Aryeh Levin felt compelled to offer his
support. To avoid disturbing Rav Kook’s learn-
ing, he visited late at night. When Rav Kook
finally lifted his eyes from his Gemara and no-
ticed Rav Aryeh’s presence, he told him that
he understood why he had come and thanked
him warmly.

Rav Kook then said: “It is specifically during
these trying times that I merit an increase of
Divine assistance in my learning and chidu-
shim. I see the words of Kohelet come alive:
‘God seeks those who are persecuted™ (Ko-
helet 3:15). (Tzaddik for Eternity, pp. 259-261)

Rav Kook not only endured mistreatment,
but transformed it into an opportunity to ex-
perience closeness to God, elevating moments
of turmoil into profound service of the Divine.
(Torah United, vol. 1, Goldscheider, pp. xooix—x1)
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DISCOVER YOUR MISSION

Immediately following this teaching in Ain
Ayah, Rav Kook offers a related and deeply
beautiful insight.

The Talmud records a sage’s prayer at the
conclusion of the Amidah:

“Elohai—before I was formed, I was unwor-
thy; now that I have been formed, it is as if I
had not been formed.”

Traditionally, these words are understood
as an expression of humility and self-efface-
ment: I was nothing before creation, and I re-
main nothing afterward. Rav Kook rejected
this interpretation and offered a strikingly
different reading:

“Before I was formed, I was unworthy; and
now that I have been formed—I live as if I had
not been formed.”

That is, although I have been created and
endowed with unique strengths and potential,
I have failed to live up to my mission. I have
neglected my talents, avoided my calling, and
tragically continued to live as if I had never
been formed.

Rav Kook teaches that when we recite these
words—now said throughout Yom Kippur at
the conclusion of the Amidah—we acknowl-
edge that something has obstructed our fulfill-
ment of life’s ultimate purpose. By living pas-
sively, we fail to see ourselves as sheluchim,
emissaries entrusted with a unique mission
in the world. (Ain Ayah, Berachot vol. 1, pp.
81-82, piska #46)

RAV CHAIM VOLOZHIN: THE ENORMOUS
IMPACT OF EVERY ACTION

Rav Chaim of Volozhin offers a powerful
teaching in his commentary to Pirkei Avot
(2:1) that underscores human greatness and
responsibility. The Mishnah states: Da mah
lema’alah mimcha—“Know what is above
you.” The conventional interpretation is an



exhortation to be mindful of God.

Rav Chaim offers a novel reading: “Know
that what is above—is from you.” In other
words, human actions generate changes in
the spiritual realms.

The implications are profound. Our words,
actions, and even thoughts ripple outward,
shaping the world around us and beyond.
The more aware we are of our greatness and
potential, the more we are called to rise to the
challenge of actualizing our best selves.

Rav Kook expresses this idea in his own lyr-
ical language:

“Every person has the ability to change
the world. It all lies within one’s spiri-
tual resources. It depends on whether
one has the power to reveal them. This
is true not only of the sophisticated and
learned, but even of the simplest person.
There is no limit to the power of the soul—
it is a candle of the Divine in this world.”

(Shemonah Kevatzim 1:846; trans. Schwartz,
Spiritual Revolution, p. 17)
A SPIRITUALLY ENERGIZED
START TO THE DAY

Each day begins with Modeh Ani, thank-
ing God for life and renewal. Yet the phrase
Rabbah emunatecha—“Great is Your faithful-
ness”—is puzzling. We place our faith in God,
not the other way around. In whom, then, is

God expressing faith?

Rav Kook offers a brilliant explanation. By
granting a person life and the opportunity to
begin a new day, God demonstrates His faith
in humanity. Waking up itself testifies that
God believes we still have something mean-
ingful to accomplish. (Olat Re’iyah, vol. 1, p. 3)

A Jew is thus taught to awaken inspired,
aware of the greatness and profound poten-
tial God has embedded within every soul.

LIFE LESSONS

¢ We realize our potential most fully when
we recognize that God has placed our soul
in this world to fulfill a unique mission.

¢ (Clarify your long-term goals and identify
the steps that will lead you toward them.

¢ Besomeone others can rely on. Strive to
be dependable, remembering that many
people count on you. B
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Question: I was a witness at a wedding
years ago and have been unsure if I did the
right thing. After the chupa, the kalla’s father
(=Kf), a learned but somewhat erratic per-
son, came over and told me that he too had
in mind to serve as a witness. I did not know
if he was serious and ignored him. Could this
have compromised the kiddushin, and should
I do something now?

Answer: Before explaining, we assure you
that you should do nothing now.

A mishna (Makkot 5b) derives that if one of
the members of a group of witnesses (=eidim)
is pasul (invalid to serve), so is the testimony
of its kosher members. The gemara (ibid. 6a)
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is bothered by the implication that events at
which kosher and pasul (including relatives)
eidim are together could not be halachically
confirmed. The gemara provides a guideline:
we ask if the people “came to see or to testify.”
In other words, if they came to testify, there
would be no testimony. Kf was apparently
aware of this concept and was suggesting that
your testimony, which was needed to effectu-
ate the kiddushin (Kiddushin 65b), was pasul.

However, it is highly unlikely that this was a
problem. Rishonim ask that if the presence of
relatives pasuls kosher witnesses, what do we
do at weddings? Tosafot (ad loc.) posits that
just seeing an event does not turn an observer
into an eid, which would happen only if he tes-
tified in beit din. Since this did not happen in
your case, Tosafot would justify your inaction.
The Shulchan Aruch (Choshen Mishpat 36:4)
cites two opinions, with a preference toward
the opinion that argues on Tosafot.

The Rosh (Makkot 1:11) says that even when
pasul eidim would invalidate the function of
kosher witnesses at the point of observation,
if the kosher witnesses were appointed eidim,
their status is unaffected by others. (A critical
question, subject to machloket, is when one of
the appointed eidim was pasul, whether ko-
sher observers at the wedding can effectuate
the kiddushin. This is beyond our scope - see
Otzar Haposkim, Even Haezer 42:31.) Since
here too, you and your co-witness were ap-
pointed (as is standard), the Rosh would also
have you ignore kf’s provocation.

Another approach in Tosafot (ibid.) is
that the gemara’s asking about the eidim’s
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intention refers not to the pasul eidim but to
the kosher ones. Specifically, we ask the ko-
sher eidim whether they intended to join a
witness group with the pasul ones or to re-
main separate. Since you did not intend to be
eidim with kf, what he intended is irrelevant.

There is an approach that explains that we
are not concerned at weddings because we
assume that relatives do not intend to be wit-
nesses (see Shach, CM 36:8). Kf seems to say
that this wedding was a problematic excep-
tion. Apparently, though, even one who re-
lies somewhat on the pasul observer’s inten-
tion also accepts at least one of the previous
distinctions (see ibid.), which do help in your
case.

It is also not clear that we should trust kf
that he intended to be an eid when there are
no indications other than his word (and after
all he is pasul for this too) that this is the case
(see Ramban, Makkot 6a; Shach, CM 36:5). It
is also difficult to understand exactly what he
was saying about his intention and to put it in
halachic perspective — did he actually plan to
testify, did he just mean to cause a problem,
and would that amorphous idea qualify? Did
he have a real reason to disqualify the wed-
ding? If he did, wouldn’t he have sat down
with the mesader kiddushin or the couple and
explained himself? It is far more likely that he
was trying to be “cute” or trying to get under
your skin.

In summary, even if kf tried to disqualify
the kiddushin, he almost definitely did not
and could not do so. If it were so easy, any of
the many relative guests at anyone’s wedding

could, and Halacha does not want us to start
worrying about that. While kf did say some-
thing unusual, a passing comment to you is
definitely not enough for us to start worrying
about it. Now, when the marriage is an estab-
lished fact, it would be a big mistake to sow
doubt about it.
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INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER
MOTHER OF SGT. BINYAMIN HY”D

From Revelation to
Responsibility: Parshat
Mishpatim as a Call to Action

Parshat Mishpatim opens with a quiet
word that is easy to miss: “Ve’eleh hamishpa-
tim asher tasim lifneihem” — “And these are
the laws that you shall place before them.”
After the thunder, lightning, shofar blasts,
and earth-shattering revelation of Sinai, the
Torah shifts abruptly into legal detail. Oxen
that gore. Property damage. Slavery. Loans.
Court systems. At first glance, it feels almost
anticlimactic.

But Mishpatim is not a descent from inspi-
ration. It is the point.

We love moments of spiritual intensity —
the awe, the uplift, the feeling that something
big just happened. But Torah does not mea-
sure spirituality by how moved we feel. It
measures it by what we do next. Mishpatim
is the Torah’s insistence that revelation must
translate into responsibility.

Every experience we have in life is tai-
lor-made for us. If I saw it, heard it, or lived
it, then it was meant for me. Otherwise, it
wouldn’t have crossed my path. The question
Torah keeps asking is: what are you doing
with that?

Am Yisrael has just experienced the most
overwhelming revelation in human history
at Har Sinai. G-d spoke. The nation heard. So
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what’s their call to action?

Not meditation. Not poetry. Not lingering at
the mountain.

Mishpatim.

The laws that govern how we treat workers,
strangers, the vulnerable, our neighbors, and
our enemies. The Torah’s answer to Sinai is
not “feel holy,” but “act holy.”

The first law in the parsha sets the tone: the
laws of the eved ivri, the Jewish servant. Freedom
has barely been tasted, and the Torah already
insists that power be limited, dignity preserved,
and human beings never be reduced to property.
Anation freshly redeemed from slavery is told:
your suffering obligates you. What you endured
now defines how you must behave.

Again and again, Mishpatim grounds lofty
ideals in daily behavior. Justice is not theoret-
ical; it’s procedural. Compassion is not emo-
tional; it’s structural. Faith in G-d is tested not
in moments of ecstasy but in how honestly
you handle money, how carefully you speak,
how responsibly you resolve conflict.

This is where inspiration is either honored
or wasted.

It’s easy to be moved by a powerful shiur,
a meaningful Shabbat, a life-altering event.
Much harder is to ask: What changed because



of it? Did I speak differently afterward? Treat
people differently? Make different choices?

Torah assumes that inspiration without ac-
tion is incomplete — even dangerous. It creates
the illusion of growth without the substance of
it. Mishpatim refuses to allow Sinai to remain a
spiritual high with no practical consequences.

The haftorah sharpens this message
painfully.

In Yirmiyahu chapter 34, the prophet re-
bukes the people of Jerusalem for freeing
their Jewish slaves — and then taking them
back. Under pressure, they did the right thing.
They followed the law. They were inspired...
briefly. But when it became inconvenient,
they reversed course.

G-d’s response is chilling. You proclaimed
freedom with your mouths, but not with your
lives. So I will proclaim a different kind of
“freedom” — freedom for the sword, the fam-
ine, and the plague.

The haftorah exposes a truth Mishpatim
already taught: doing the right thing tempo-
rarily is not the same as being transformed
by it. A moment of moral clarity that doesn’t
endure is not redemption — it’s performance.

Inspiration is meant to bind us to action, not
excuse us from it.

This reframes how we understand our own
lives. If I encountered an idea that moved me,
a moment that shook me, a truth that unset-
tled me — it wasn’t random. It was given to
me because I am capable of responding to it.
If I do nothing, it’s not neutral. It’s a missed
obligation.

At our Binyamin’s funeral, I had asked peo-
ple to take upon themselves a mitzvah or act
of kindness to help bring about the complete
Redemption. Following the “revelation “ of
October 7th, our nation was charged. Shak-
en. Awake. Ready to take on the world. And I

was afraid of losing that moment. At the shi-
va house and months following, there was a
notebook with a sign: write down your per-
sonal Kabbalah. People filled that notebook.
And another. And then Google Docs. And mes-
sages sent directly to me.

Large and small commitments poured in.
Learning one mishna a day, saying Shema at
night, dressing more modestly, learning the
laws of Shmirat haLashon, only listening to
Jewish music, davening maariv, saying Modeh
Ani, bentching from a bentcher, working in-
tentionally on parent- child relationships, and
dozens and dozens more.

Still now, over two years later, I still receive
messages from people saying that they are still
keeping to their commitments. More than a
few people made Aliyah after being inspired
by Binyamin and his passion for the Land of
Israel. That is Mishpatim in real time: revela-
tion becoming responsibility and inspiration
becoming action.

Judaism does not ask us to live on spiritu-
al mountaintops. It asks us to bring Sinai into
the courtroom, the workplace, the kitchen, the
WhatsApp message, the way we speak and the
way we choose.

So the next time we feel inspired — by To-
rah, by an experience, by something we “hap-
pened” to see or hear — Mishpatim whispers
its challenge: That wasn’t random. That wasn’t
for nothing. What will you do with it?

Because in Torah, the truest measure of in-
spiration is not how high it lifts us — but how
deeply it changes the way we live. m

The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces,
bereaved families and widows can come for
respite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more
information and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org
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AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did
an amagzing job!

Nothing matters to us more than
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.
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If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we'll match it.

Send your plans for
free design today.

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282 &2

or email us at info@tzviair.com
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NORTH TALPIOT - 4 rooms, 135m,
view of the Old City, 3 bathrooms,
parking, store room, elevator.

6.700.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

CITY CENTER - Savion View, luxurious
2 rooms, balcony, Shabbat elevator.

2.890.000 NIS MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - Arab house, garden apartment,
central, quiet, 180m, 220m garden.

11.800.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

BAKA - New penthouse, 180m on
one level, 20m sukkah balcony,
40m storeroom (office/clinic).

12.000.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

CASPI STREET - Penthouse duplex 170m,
view of Temple Mount, 3 terraces

together 100m, parking, storeroom.

9.200.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

NETANYA - Sought after Nitza/Emmanuel Mol,
cafes and shops, 4 rooms, 2nd line to
the sea, balcony, parking, storeroom.

2.300.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM
FOLDING CHAIRS

e STYLE & COMFORT Bk

« MANY COLORS & DESIGNS '
« STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS =

« FAST DELIVERY _

N | EOLDEES

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181
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YAD BINYAMIN:STUNNING
DESIGNER DREAM HOME

* 2nd Floor: 4 bedrooms (lwwry master), 2 “Sukkol’ balconies.
+ Bonus Attic Unit (50 sqm}: 1.5 rooms, ideal for guests/teens.
* |andscaped garden with pergola.

Availability: Flexible (2pprox. 24 months) | Price: 6,500,000 NIS
Contact Ehud: +972545982166 | udifreed1@gmail.com

HE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
: ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

JERUSALEM

IN CLASSIC ARNONA
7-room bi-level penthouse, green
surroundings, quiet, spacious, 194 sqm,
huge sukkah terrace, private elevator
& closed parking, near American
Embassy, Ramat Rachel Country Club,
quality schools & more. Exclusive!
Anita 055-4549429

THE NEW
ANTI/SEMITISM

DR. DAVID LUCHINS

OPEN HOUSE TODAY
FRI. FEBRUARY 13, 10aM-12pm

13 TAHON ST., KIRYAT YOVEL
FOR SALE

Beautiful new 5-room apt., spacious,
140sqm, large balcony, magnificent view,
high floor, Shabbat elevators, 2 private
parking spaces, storage. Near cafes, shops,
playground, supermarket, clinics,
synagogues, schools, community center
& public transportation. Exclusive!
Galit 055-4549464

——

GREAT POTENTIAL IN CLASSIC
KIRYAT YOVEL (URUGUAY ST.)
110sgm divided into 2 garden apartments:
3.5-room +2.5-room. Live in one and earn
an income from the other, or combine into
a 5-6-room duplex. Near shops & cafes,
synagogues, schools, green parks,
public transportation & more. Exclusive!
Dotan 055-4549402

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511
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Dear OU Parenting,

My 10 year old daughter tends to worry
alot. When we go out together, she wor-
ries about every possible scenario that
can go wrong like what if her brother
will get lost or kidnapped. Or any oth-
er bad thing that can happen to us. I
keep trying to reassure her but she’s
still anxious. What can I do to help her
calm down?

M.R.

Dear M.R,,

Dealing with an anxious child can be very
draining. Parents tend to respond to their kids
by saying things like “it’s not going to happen”
or “just relax, we're all ok”. These words of re-
assurance don’t usually lower the child’s anx-
iety. Why? Because when a child is asking
these questions and catastrophizing she’s not

OU ISRAEL PARENTING COLUMN

just looking for an answer, she’s looking for
connection.

The anxiety is coming from a place of fear
and uncertainty. In addition, a parent can’t
guarantee that everything is or will be OK. A
child especially living in Israel has heard and
seen things happen that seem highly improb-
able, but still happen. So what can a parent
do to calm their child? First, know that there’s
no quick fix. It’s not about giving one answer
of reassurance. It’s a process of accepting the
fear and uncertainty and learning coping
skills to deal with it. Part of teaching those
skills is modeling healthy ways that you, as a
parent, cope with uncertainty and fear.

The first step is to validate your child’s fear
and anxiety. Feelings can get pretty intense
and you want to show your kids that you ar-
en’t afraid of their big, sometimes scary feel-
ings. This means being curious, validating their
feelings and empathizing with them. Go with
them on their imaginary journey of what ifs.
It’s ok to enter their world of chaos with them
and just listen. Showing them again and again
that they aren’t alone in their fear is calming.

The next thing you can do to a degree, is to

PROF. MENACHEM MARCUS , M.D.
BOARD-CERTIFIED RHEUMATOLOGIST

Specializing in Arthritis and Osteoporosis
Ultrasound guided injections for carpal tunnel trigger fingers

Former Head of Rheumotology,
Hackensack University Medical Center [NJ)

PROMPT APPOINTMENTS
60 REHOV DISKIN, JERUSALEM 02-563-5673

Voted one of the “Best Doctors” in the NY/ NJ region for 22 consecutive years

84 TORAH TIDBITS 1648 / MISHPATIM



share your feelings of fear and uncertainty
and what helps you manage when those feel-
ings come up for you. Sharing makes the child
feel less isolated and alone and makes the par-
ent more relatable. Explore with the child what
things have made them feel safe or calm in the
past. Playing with a specific toy, resting on the
couch, reading a book or holding an object
they like such as a soft blanket, can help a child
cope in times of uncertainty. Keep in mind that
children need something immediate, so physi-
cal contact with a parent such as holding your
child’s hand, giving them a hug or letting them
sit on your lap is a quick anxiety reducer.

Kids also enjoy connections, such as talking
to a friend, or engaging in activities like draw-
ing a picture, listening to their favorite mu-
sic or dancing around. Plan ahead to have
safe objects available when needed, and go
through ways to access them. Lastly, explain
that your job as a parent is to keep your child
safe and protected and you take practical
measures to ensure that as best as you can.

There are no guarantees and the Israeli
lifestyle requires one to sit with uncertainty.
As Jews we can also use emuna and tefilla,
prayer, to keep ourselves calm, balanced and
connected to others.

Michal Silverstein has a MS in educational psychology

and counseling. She facilitates parenting workshops in
and around Jerusalem and maintains a private practice.

V Flying Soon? PR
Travel with Confidence {=="1

1UniTravel - Medical Insurance YW
at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@lunisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

zf.imul..i

One-of-a-kind architectural design!

Luxury garden apartment — 150 sqm + 50 sgm private garden.
& bedrooms + study, 3 full bathrooms, prvate entrance and
parking.

14.000.000 NIS

GIVAT MORDECHAI-SHCHAL 5T.
3.5 room’s apartment approx.
TO saqm

accessible ground floor.

Graat opportunity

2,390,000 NIS

Ranovated to a high luxury standard.

Jerusalemn | Long-Term Rental

150 m? | 3.5 bedrooms + study | 3 bathrooms

50 m* private garden + sukkah balcony

Private entrance & parking . Monthly Rent: 24,000 NIS

RECHAVIA - Ben Maimon St

This luxury 2-bedroom, 30 sgm apartment in a new building
is beautifully renovated and truly stands out.

Fully furnished and equipped, with Sukkah balcony and
private parking.

Available from December for long-term rental.

Monthly Rent: 12,000 NIS

Ruth Abrahami - 054-807

INDIVIDUALLY DESIGNED
QUALITY INSOLES
__.f”’—'—g_-_'_‘-\

Based on a unigue and
comprehensive clinical examination
of the entire body.

Healthy step insoles
By a certified physiotherapist
and foot specialist.

N2 TUY

o'oTTe | et | reanrme

053-5403761

Office.tbavi@gmail.com
Teddy stadium, 1st David Ayalon st. lerusalem
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Shagrlrlm Balev 0]

ends N QU

Shagririm Balev s

At the Nof Kineret Hotel in Tiberias For Marriage Minded
Individuals ages 30-45

.
= o s &

What's Included? Shabbat Parshat Ki Tisa
An Oneg Shabbat, Shiurim, Fun Activities, I7th of Adar, March 6th
Guided Tours, Good vibes, and more

The Nof Kineret Hotel
With Shagririm Staff:
@ @ g £ Subsidized price +
' > a Special Miluim Discount
‘; ' J?‘r» = » Meals are Mehadrin, Badatz
Oriel Lax Naama Mwaham Rabbanit Rimon  Rav Rimon Hakashrut Hamehuderet
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In Partnership with:




New Winter Menu

Italian | Dairy | Kosher

Ri&.

Private Event Rooms - VIP

Engagements | Sheva Brachot | Company meetings
Bar/Bat Mitzvah | Brit Milah (synagogue)
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Kiryat HaMada 3, Jerusalem | 02-5870222
WWW.RICOTTA.CO.IL




Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

nmwa n»yYH
5”1 )20 IPYCX 7OV 12 PN PRI

The "Too
Nice" Guy

Lori asks:

Hi Aleeza, My candidate is seriously dat-
ing a guy, and she came to me with a strange
problem: this guy is too nice to her. She has
dated very toxic guys in the past, and now
with this mensch, sweet guy who respects her
and treats her like a queen, she feels like "it's
not it". How can I help her?

Aleeza answers:

As we know: “He’s too nice” is not about
him. It's about what feels familiar to her.

When someone has dated unhealthy or
toxic partners, their emotional compass can
get a little scrambled. Chaos starts to feel like
chemistry. Tension feels like passion. So when
areal mentch walks in who is steady, respect-
ful, and consistent, her system doesn’t always

NOW AVAILABLE:

Bmvamm z v I(AHANEW

POWEREUL ESSAYS
oniJudaism; Faith & Actual'Events
based o the weekly Torah portion.

Order your book at: LennyGoldberg40@gmail.com
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recognize it as romantic right away. It recog-
nizes it as... unfamiliar, simple and perhaps
too boring.

Even if it were her person she would not
recognize or feel like “this is it!”

Before you try to solve anything, help her
get curious about her own experience. You
might ask, “When you say he’s too nice, do
you mean you feel bored, or do you mean you
feel safe but this is too easy?”

I often tell singles: don’t confuse peace with
lack of attraction. A slow growth is actually
better than fireworks even if it doesn’t feel
that way. Healthy relationships usually start
softer. They don’t spike your anxiety, they
lower it. And for someone used to emotion-
al highs and lows, that calm can feel almost
flat at first.

That said, being a mensch doesn’t automat-
ically make someone the right match. Kind-
ness is a foundation, not the whole building.
She still needs emotional connection, admira-
tion, and a sense that she’s growing in the re-
lationship. He needs to be more than a good
guy. He needs to be a good guy for her.

So how do you help her?

Slow her down.

Instead of asking, “Is he the one?” encour-
age her to ask, “What happens when you
spend time with him? Do you feel more like
yourself, or less?” Attraction isn’t fireworks,
sometimes it’s a quiet pull that builds when
there’s consistency.

You can also normalize that her system
may need time to recalibrate. If every past
relationship trained her to expect drama,



then stability might feel strange before it
feels good. That doesn’t mean she’s broken,
it means she’s learning a new emotional
language.

And here’s a gentle reframe you can offer
her: maybe the question isn’t “Why is he too
nice?” Maybe the question is, “What happens
to you when you’re around a nice guy?”

If she’s open, encourage her to stay pres-
ent a little longer, not forever, not against her
instincts, just long enough to see whether
warmth can grow where chaos used to live.

Your job isn’t to convince her to choose him.
Your job is to help her separate old patterns
from present reality.

Sometimes the biggest shift happens when
someone realizes: calm doesn’t mean empty.
Calm can mean safe enough to finally build
something real.

May she recognize who she becomes when
she’s around a nice guy and be open to the
possibility that a nice guy can also be a great
choice.

Blessings,

Aleezam

R
Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!
[8] en.shagririm.org.il
3 0585323242

~

O,
1%
[=]

JCT. mizract
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Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

B —
GabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

Best Deal In The City! A 114 SQM fully renovated 3-
bedroom apartment in a refurbished building, with 2 full
hathrooms, a service balcony, parking & full accessibility.
Quiet one-way cobble street around the cormer from
Weitzmann Bhwd. Asking: 2,500,000 NIS

New Price! Amazing 5-room, 2 bathroom, 120 sqm
penthouse, huge sukkah balcony, 97 sgm registered roof.
Fully accessible with parking. Contact for infa!

131 SOM renovated apartment in a fully accessible
building. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, a private balcony, a safe
room, and 2 parking spots! Asking only 3,580,000 NIS

New Project + New Price! less than 500m from the Beach
2-3 bedroom units. Penthouse with rooftop pool. Boutigue
building, prime location! Starting at: 4,300,000 NIS

Rothstein Heights, Beit Shemesh

Move-in ready! 110 sqm oversized 3 bedroom, 2.5 baths.
Upgraded finishing with the most spectacular view of the
nature preserve. 20 SQM Terrace with a partial Sukkah,
parking & storage. Amazing deal in Beit Shemesh!

Rimon, Efrat
JUST LISTED! A very well-kept attached Cottage, in the
heart of the Raimon. On a quiet street, 5 bedrooms, and a
beautiful, large back garden. Asking NIS 4,280,000

Yehuda Hamacabi, Zayit, Efrat
Amazing Opportunity! Duplex penthouse in the heart of
Zayit, minutes from the Zayit Mall. 5 Bedrooms, 2 baths, 3
balconies, storage, and beautiful views. Asking MIS 3,180,000

Pitom Haketoret, Zayit, Efrat
Space! Beautiful cottage, 274sqm, 6 bedrooms, 4 baths,
den/play area, a room behind the kitchen, laundry room,
and a large garden. Contact us for more info!

Tirosh, Gefen, Efrat
Private House! Amazing stand-alone house with a huge
wrap-around garden, 11 bedrooms, 8 baths, 372 SOM

built on an almost 800 SQM lot! Contact us for more infa!

state.coms |
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by
Netanel Epstein

SHABBAT CODSHOW,
WHAT A SURPRISE TO
SEE YOU IN THE
MIDDLE OF THE DAY!

TRUBAVELYY
WHAT ARE

ISHT IT? | HAVE
QUITE ANOTHER SURPRISE
FOR YOU, MY DEAR...

I THE MIDDLE
OF TOWN?

| BELIEVE I'VE l'ﬂ-lJIi
 SOMETHING OF YOURS...

X¥OM DOING HERE

Far mare works and
the cartoonist

www.netbateps.com

YES, IRDEED! | FOUND HIM
STUCK UF A TREE NEAR

YOUR HUSBAND'S

OFFICE WINDOW.,

A
HE WAS LYIND FLAT ON HIS
BELLY, GATING INTO SPACE...
MEOWLING POINTLESSLY.

THAT'S A REMARKABLE ANIMAL
YOU'E GOT THERE,
FAWLTY.
| MEAN, BATIL...

AND | MUST ADMIT,
AT FIRST | THOUGHT “MY
GOODNESS, WHAT A DOIY-
WITTED (REATURE, PASSIVE
AS TEAPOT, LYING STUCK OH A
BRANCH BARELY 7 METRES
OFF THE GROUND, WITHOUT
EVEN TRYIHG T0 GET DOWN...”

SUCH INTELLIGENCE!
SUCH ELEGANCE!

YES, AND BELIEVE ME, I'VE RESCUED MANY A
STRANDED CAT IN MY DAY, BUT NONE OF THEAM HAVE
EVER ENLIGHTENED ME FOR IT!

0H YES, WE HAD QUITE
A CHAT, DIDN'T WE,

© (HE'S GOT QUITE A VOCABULARY
FOR A CAT, HAVEN'T YOU, MY
LITTLE GEMIUS?

YES, AS SOOM AS HE SAW ME, HE CRIED OUT
04, KAHOLY BARS. CODSHOW! WIFE OF THE MODST
TERRIFYING - | MEAW TERRIFIC Boss-man
EVER! BLESS MY SOUL,
AWHAT K SOY TS T0 SEE you”

MRS, CODSHOW, MIHD

HE SAID "G00 GRACIOWS,

FALLING WD A PIT MY BE

IMAGINE! HE KNEW THE
PARSHA!
WHAT AN EDUCATED
FELLOW!

NOUR

14 THIS WEEW'S PARASHA,

BUT THERE'S WO HEED TO
EHACT 1T AT THE EXPEMSE OF

b YOUR DWH HEALTH ARD

SRFETY, MATRM.

V00 NAAY, HOWEVER, (ONSIDER ARDTHER™
COMMAKDMERT W THE PARASHA, TAOUEW?

SARAY.... DM, L DOMT ¥INDW.... WELPING
STRANDED AMBMALS W TISTRESS, PERCAANCE?

1 WAS 50 SURPRISED HE KNEW ME, | NEARLY
FELL INTO AN OPEN POT-HOLE.
AND 00 YOU KNOW WHAT HE SAID T0 ME?




YES, AHD THEN AS | STARTED WALKING
AWAY, HE STARTED T0 SYHG T0 ME!
WOULD YOU BELIEVE IT?!

L “PRETTY WOMAN... DONT PASS MERY, p
PRETTY WOMAK, DOW'T MAKE ME (RY..."

THAT SHAMELSS
FLATTERER...

WELL, THAT'S WHAT
| SAID T HIM.
IT"5 HOT EVERY DAY ONE
GETS SEREMADED BY A (AT..

AND HE SAID "PLEASE DONT
LEANE ME UP HERE..."

HE 510 "0, YEAH, THE TORAM SAYS:
"SHOULD Y00 SEE EVEN THE DOMKEY OF YOUR
"HATER" SAGGING WHIER THE LOAD OW TS

VT G0 OW AND LEWD B WAND”

"YOU MAY ASK" -~ HE SAID, SOUNDING

RATHER LIKE TEVYE THE MILKMAN -

"HOW TR THERE BE A FELLOW JEW
WHO S “HATED™TL

WELL, APPARENTLY THE TALMUD
(P'SACHIN 113 B) SAYS THERE ARE
VERY SPECIFIC CASES OF FELLOW JEWS
. THAT THERE'S AN DBLVGATION T0
DESPISE THEM -

BACK = WOULD YOO REFRAIN FROM HELPTHG

OHH, LET ME GUESS,
HE STARTED

HOUOTING THE TANYA?

HE SAID THAT THE OBLIGATION 1S DHLY TO DESPISE
THEIR HEGATIVE ACTVONSY BUT HEVER TO
MAKE IT PERSOWAL AGAINST THEM!

- AND EVEN THAT EXTREMELY LAMATED AND
SPECIFIC "DBAGATION" COULD WENER OVERRULE
THE CORE OF THE WHOLE TORAH - THE
COMMANDMENT TO LOVE EVERY JEW!
WE MUST DISAPPROVE OF SUCH PEOPLE'S ACTIOMS,
BUT HEVER FOR & MOMENT MAY WE STOP LOVING
UMCONDITIONALLY THEIR PURE AND HOLY INNER SOUL,
DEEP WITHIN! A

AMD THER HE SAID,.,

WELL, MA'AM, EVEN IF YOI BEAR SOME HARD
FEELINGS TOWARDS MY OWRER - 0N ACCOUNT
OF THE DCCASIDNAL TEEWSY BIT OF EXPLOSIVE
BLOOD-PRESSURE HE MAY LININTENTIONALLY
CAUSE YOUR HUSABAND AT WORK... ER...
SEVERAL TIMES & DAY...

THAT I DONOT “HATE® HIS DWNER, OF COURSE...

| WORRY ABOUT MY YEHUDALE, OF COURSE,
BUT NEVER FOR A MOMERT DID | COMSIDER
HOT SAVING BENTIIS CAT BECAUSE OF THAT...

GOONDESS ME. HOW VERY PROFOUND
OF YOU), IRUBAVEL.
WELL, THAKK YOU FOR RESCUING HIM,
SHABBAT, I'LL JUST TAKE ME VERY
LEARNED CAT THEN, SHALL 17

CERTAINLY. BLESS HIM,
]

BENTII YERUSHALMI,
HAVE YOU NO SHAME?!

OH, HELLD,
DARLING!

DON'T GIVE ME THAT! ¥0U GOT MRS, CODSHOW TO
RESCUE YOUR CAT FOR YOU BY MEANS OF YET
ANOTHER PURILE VENTRILIQUIST ACT?! i

A-HA HA HA... WELL, | COULDN'T
REACH HIM FROM MY WINDOW, AND
SHE WAS 50 MUCH CLOSER TO HIM...

"~ WAS BUSY TRYING TO QUICKLY SPARE
MR, CODSHOW THE AGGREVATION HE
SUFFERED LAST TIME ZRUBAVEL ENTERED
THE OFFICE WINDOW AND AVISTOOK THE
055'S LETTERBOY FOR THE LITTER-BOX. .

GOOD 0K YOU, BENTL...

HE DIDN'T TAKE TO IRUBAVEL
AS WELL AS HIS WIFE DOES?




YACHAD

The Pursuit
of True
Happiness

This Dvar Torah was written by Akiva
and Dassie Jablon, Yachad volunteers
and Yehuda and Chana Weinberger,
participants of Yachad’s Married Couples
program. In loving memory of Ellen Po-
lisky A’H , Chana’s late mother.

In Parashat Mishpatim, we are greeted with
many new rules and laws. A person’s natu-
ral instinct may be to feel confined by a set of
rules. One might think that breaking free from
such boundaries will bring him closer to true
happiness and joy. However, we know that is
not the case. After all, would Hashem give us
so many commandments if they were not able
to bring us true happiness? How do mitzvot en-
hance our joy and fulfillment in life?

In his book Ein Ayah (Brachot Aleph), Rav
Kook teaches us how to achieve contentment
and genuine joy. He writes that there are two
paths to happiness. The first way is to tempo-
rarily take one’s mind off his problems, for

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418
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YACHAD

example, running to your phone or hanging
out with friends. But while this may distract
from the hardship for a few hours or days,
the sadness then returns with the realization
that one cannot run from their challenges. In
other words, taking a break from problems
allows for temporary relief but not lasting
happiness.

Rav Kook explains, however, that if one rec-
ognizes that everything he has — even his chal-
lenges — are from Hashem, he will be better
able to face and overcome his struggles and
find true long-lasting happiness. To take this a
step further, since true happiness comes from
acknowledging that everything is from Hash-
em, it follows logically that Hashem’s mitzvot
and laws can guide us to happiness.

At Yachad, the goal is to help every person
reach their full potential and the highest level
of happiness. We understand that every hu-
man being faces challenges, whether big or
small. So whether it’s offering fun and mean-
ingful learning opportunities through Shab-
batons or other programs, we do everything
in our power to enhance each person’s sense
of personal fulfillment and joy. Yachad means
together in every sense: we as an organization
—and as a nation — are happier and stronger
together. m

All your jewelry needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627
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HOPING TO SEE THE WHOLE LAND WHILE I CAN.
HAPPY TO BE YOUR AV GUEST.

1029y o9y ¢ I'm N1YY, an VN NP already in his seventy-eighth year, a
single father and grandfather who still travels the Land and
collects MV mvitations from old friends and new, like fellow
09y along with Jews here forever. I'm here because somewhere
back in the last century Aliza Begin—the Prime Minister’s wife—
gave me a verbal left hook I never saw coming.

Picture her there in the Waldorf Presidential Suite when the
New York Daily News was America’s largest paper and I was sent
to write her up for the Women’s Page tucked
between recipes and coupons. We hadn’t even traded
pleasantries when she fixed me with a gaze that could

straighten a crooked mezuzah and landed her punch: “What
are you domg m New York? Why don’t you come live in
Israel?” 1 was ‘Sheldon’ then and had never spent one
heartbeat dreaming of living in Israel and now I've got to say
why not; my interview notes might as well have blown out the
window. But she wasn’t through with me yet—this time she
aimed at what she thought was my soft spot. She said, “We’ll have you over for
Shabbat!” like she was offering me lokshen soup. And I nodded impatiently.

Only years later when I found myself writing for Rabbi Riskin did it sink in—
nav with the Begins!—I missed my chance to sit at a table where history itself broke
bread. By the time I took up her challenge and

.(trossed the sea forty years later to make my home NYNY 9910
in ©Y9¥99, the hosts were long gone, their table e
i 052.306.1783
set somewhere beyond reach. But you need not be
a Prime Minister nor his wife to mvite this
wandering Jew for ¥ and N8N, a Torah
tdbit or two, as well as songs and stories that’ll
bring us together, God willing, wherever in Israel
you make HaVW. So act now before it’s too late.
Invitations accepted only ©9W¥) ANND 1Y. *
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BERESHEET

WSl international Senior Living Community

—

WE ARE OPEN!

Join Now and Enjoy

Full year trial

commitment-free, deposit-free

Come discover the magic of Beresheet!

Special English Lecture -
Homosocialis

Eyal Bar Tov - Photography Tour Guide
Dr. Roi Baltazar Tirosh reveals why we crave connection -

social media so addictive.
February 18, 11:00 AM
Baltazar Tirosh (Coffee & cakes from 10:30)

Free Admission | Registration required

- L & the neuroscience behind our social needs and what makes
7 )
-

LN
7}

BERESHEET 32 | %2349

Beresheet, Jerusalem Hills &




AN UNMOTIVATED SHADCHANIT 5 000
WON'T SCORE TOUCHDOWNS g Nis

DON’T BE - o M7

pyw1 N

CHEAP i

Get the Best of Both Worlds

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

cat 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il - www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

FROM EACH SIDE

Penthouses & Mini Penthouses. Spectacular Family Home in Beautiful home with spacious
Ocean-view residences in a luxury an amazing Anglo outdoor areas - a great space
building. community. for a small S'eminary or
Optional private pool. 2,152 sqf Built Yeshiva. )
Exceptional value - best deal available! 5 Bedrooms 2,368 sqf Built
Move-in ready. Private entrance for a clinic. 9 Bedrooms

s Askine Price: Option for rental unit.
Won’t last — call nowSe sking ‘;ICI‘; Asking Price:
5,500,000

S 5,500,000 NIS
- );: -'-‘Ev’i‘ % @ f*"fﬁﬁaiAB ELL REAL ESTATE Ask us ab.out exceptional
A P Y
L 1 £ land investment
@ +972-58-433-5252 opportunities in Israel.

LABELL

CL@LABELLREALESTATE.COM  GREAT PASSION FOR PEOPLE AND REAL EST




WHERE LUXURY M

Your serenity awaits at Olga B

Join the growing VIDA Community!
Choose from 1-6 bedroom apartments all with direct sea views

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

© +1-917-697-3233 @ www.vidatowers.com [] +972-58-500-5086



