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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

This Shabbat, we will read Parshat Shekalim, 
one of the four special parshiyot which link to-
gether the days of Adar-beginning this coming 
Tuesday and Wednesday, Rosh Chodesh Adar, 
with the days of Nisan, leading up to Pesach.

 Each of these four special parshiyot, in-
troduces us to important, eternally relevant 
messages.

Parshat Shekalim begins with these famil-
iar verses:

This is what everyone who is entered in the 
records shall contribute; a half-shekel to the 
Mishkan by weight—twenty gerahs to the shek-
el—a half-shekel as an offering to Hashem.

Everyone who is entered in the records, from 
the age of twenty years of age and above, shall 
give an offering to Hashem:

The wealthy shall not pay more and the poor 
shall not pay less than half a shekel when giv-
ing the offering to Hashem as atonement for 
each of you.

 The Chasidic Masters suggest many import-
ant messages inherent within this mitzva.

Rebbe Chanoch Henach of Aleksand-
er zy'a  offered a particularly beautiful 

explanation of these verses. The word shek-
el alludes to the neshama. The word shekel 
is equal in gematria to the word nefesh. Each 
and everyone of us is given a proverbial half 
shekel, the neshama that is implanted within 
us, and each one of us must also offer up an 
equivalent "half shekel," in our Avodat Hash-
em, and maasim tovim. 

The Toldot Yaakov Yosef, Rebbe Yaakov 
Yosef of Polnoye zy'a, explained that each 
person must give exactly a half shekel to in-
still within us that no one individual is truly 
complete or fulfilled as a lone individual, that 
it is only through coming together with oth-
ers and helping one another, that we truly feel 
complete. 

Similarly, the Avodat Elazar of Kozhnitz 
zy'a,  points out that even one who has great 
wealth, must bring only the same half shek-
el, as one who is impoverished, as if to teach 
each of us, that no matter our means, none of 
us is truly complete, as an individual-we are 
only truly whole, when we join together with 
the rest of Klal Yisrael.

Taking this idea a step further, the Birkat 
Avraham of Slonim, zy'a points to a well 
known Talmudic teaching in Masechet Kiddu-
shin 40b: 

A person must always consider as if they 
are half meritorious and half liable. WIth one 
maase mitzva, they bring themselves and the 
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descendants of Levi, son of Yaakov. Their 
lineage, at quite some length, is given in the 
next aliya.  

5th aliya (3:14-39) Count the 
tribe of Levi by households, 
from 1 month and older: the 

households of Gershon, Kehat and Merari, 
the sons of Levi. The sons of Gershon, Kehat 
and Merari are listed. Gershon’s family, 
from a month and above, is 7,500. They 
camp to the west of the Mishkan. Their task 
was to transport and be responsible for the 
curtains and coverings. Kehat numbered 
8,600, camping to the south. They were 
responsible for the vessels: Aron, Menorah, 
Table, altars. Merari numbered 6,200, 
camping to the north. Responsible for the 
structure of the Mishkan; the walls, sup-
ports and beams. The total of the tribe of 
Levi is 22,000. On the front side, the east of 
the Mishkan, Moshe and Aharon and fam-
ilies camped.  

The encampment around the Mishkan 
had 2 layers. The Leviim were in close, on 
3 of the 4 sides of the Mishkan. The 4th side, 
the leading side, had Moshe and Aharon.  
The entire 12 tribes were farther removed 
on all 4 sides.  

The 3 sons of Levi were family groups; 
Gershon, Kehat and Merari. They had full 
responsibility for the Mishkan. Their tasks 
fell in categories.  Gershon; textiles. Kehat; 
furniture. Merari; building. Gershon took 
care of the curtains and coverings. Kehat, 
the important main vessels of the Mishkan.  
And Merari the structure of the building.

6th aliya (3:40-51) Count all the 
firstborn of the age of a month 
and above. The Leviim are to 

replace the firstborn.  There were 273 more 

number is 157,600. The total count of the 
army age men is 603,550 without the tribe 
of Levi.

The people travel and camp with the 
Mishkan in their midst. Physically and 
metaphorically. We travel our history with 
G-d in our midst. While the distinct feel-
ing you get in the detailed description of 
where each tribe encamped is the feeling 
of an army encampment, there is another 
layer of meaning. Yes, regimented. Specific.  
Detailed. Organized. But an army for which 
purpose? To fight the anticipated foes in 
the Land of Israel? Or to be the army of 
Hashem? A fighting army with its G-d in 
its midst? Or both?  

4th aliya (3:1-13) Aharon’s 
sons’ names were Nadav, 
Avihu, Elazar and Itamar.  

Nadav and Avihu died without children.  
Elazar and Itamar serve as Kohanim with 
Aharon. Take the Leviim: they are to serve 
Aharon. The Leviim are responsible for the 
Mishkan: to support the Kohanim and the 
people, to facilitate the running of the Mish-
kan. The Leviim shall take the place of the 
first-born, who became obligated to me 
when saved in Egypt.  

There are 2 groups mentioned here:  
Kohanim and Leviim. The lineage of the 
Kohanim is given.  It just doesn’t take much 
room. Because Aharon is a Kohen and his 
sons. But he only has 2.  So the entire lin-
eage of the Kohanim is 3 people. The Leviim, 
on the other hand, are an entire tribe, 

Every  person  who was not born in Israel 
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate 

his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually! 
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS! 
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entire world to the side of merit...:
The Birkat Avraham, explains that this ge-

mara is teaching us the fundamental lesson 
of the mitzva of machatzit hashekel. The Reb-
be explains, that not only are we as individ-
uals only truly whole when we join together 
and contribute to the enterprise of the Mish-
kan, but in doing so, we are simultaneously 
reminded of the capacity each and every one 
of us has to be a conduit for good, to grow and 
improve as individuals, and that in so doing 
each one of us is simultaneously contributing 
to the betterment of the entire world.

 We can infer from each of these ideas that 
It is no mere coincidence that we read Parshat 
Shekalim on this Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh 
Adar. Chazal  teach us mishenichnas Adar 
marbin bisimcha- when we enter Adar our joy 
increases- The half-shekel represents a soul 
that recognizes it is incomplete on its own. 
True simcha emerges not by standing alone, 
but through connection— connection to one 
another and connection to Hashem. 

Yehi Ratzon, on this Shabbat Shekalim, may 
we find chizuk in these powerful teachings from 
these great Chasidic Masters, and may we merit 
to experience true simcha as we give to one an-
other, and elevate the entire world through our 
mitzvot and maasim tovim. Chodesh Tov! 
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    BEIT SHEMESH
Neve Shamir 
Must sell
3 bedrooms
Sukkah
Parking & storage
Great views
₪2,500,000

    CARMEI GAT
4 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
Excellent condition
Sukkah balcony 
Parking 
Storage
₪2,450,000

    JERUSALEM
Old City 
Views of Har Bayit
Duplex
3 bedrooms 
Renovated
Private roof
₪12,000,000

LET YOUR JOURNEY 
HOME BEGIN WITH US

      MA'ALE ADUMIM
340 SQM
9 bedrooms 
5 bathrooms
3 balconies 
Sukkah
Swimming pool

 

₪6,000,000

FEATURED PROPERTIES 
 IN ISRAEL

PRESALE OPPORTUNITIES:
Carmei Gat | Netanya
Tel Aviv | Jerusalem

      HERZLIYA
Fully Renovated
3 bedrooms
1st floor
Close to IDC 
Parking 
Storage room

 

₪4,750,000

      JERUSALEM
Old Katamon
4 bedrooms
Sukkah balcony
Elevator & storage
Spacious & bright
For renovation

 

₪4,600,000


