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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Sometimes, when siblings grow up and build
their own homes, they choose different paths
— different communities, different rabbanim,
different schools for their children. And yet,
when they all sit around the same table, some-
thing beautiful can happen: that despite these
differences, they can recognize that they are
one family, with shared values and shared love.

I experienced this, once again, last week
when I went out for an evening together with
my brother, my brothers-in-law, and my father.
We realized that time passes and we don’t
always get the chance to sit down together, just
the men, and really talk. Each one of us comes
from a different world. I have one brother-in-
law who is Chareidi Litvish, another who is
a shtreimel-wearing Chasid, a brother-in-law
who wears a big white yarmulke with long
peyes, another brother-in-law who is a Kurdish
Jew with a big white yarmulke but no peyes, a
brother who wears a black knitted yarmulke,
and myself who wears a kipa sruga. I am clearly

In loving memory of
our beloved Father, Grandfather
& Great-Grandfather
Saba Sababa

Irving Maisel 21
»ND2 )3 DN 9

on his 16" Yahrtzeit
May the Torah learned from
this Torah Tidbits be in his merit

The Maisel, Bodenheim
and Gottlieb Families
Efrat, Bet Shemesh and Kiryat Sefer
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aware of the differences of the hashcafik and
political differences between us, but the true
beauty is that we are all able to get together
and have the best time.

I think it’s rare when you get to see this type
of connection, this array of different types of
individuals, in one family. But I think the beauty
in which my parents brought us up was a deep
understanding that we love every single type of
Jew. No matter where we come from or where
we’re going, we respect those who love and
teach Torah, we respect what they have to say,
and we can fundamentally disagree without
losing that respect.

In this week’s parsha, Yitro, we receive the
Torah at Mount Sinai. Our tradition tells us that
the Torah was given with “shivim panim,” sev-
enty different faces. These seventy faces repre-
sent beautiful, diverse approaches to the same
truth. As those who open up even one page
of the Talmud know, many arguments exist
in Judaism. Abaye and Rava, Rav and Shmuel
(sages in the Talmud), they hardly ever agree
with each other in their halachic opinions. But
that does not stop them from sitting on the same
page and learning together. Beit Hillel and Beit
Shammai - their children married each other
(Yevamot 14a). They fundamentally disagreed
on how to decide the law, but that did not pre-
vent them from seeing each other as friends
and marrying off their children together.

In today’s world, I often ask myself: are we
losing that? Are we losing respect for each
other’s rabbinic leaders and thinkers? Are we
losing respect for each other’s minhagim and
each other’s derech? Is each person thinking



that only their way is the right way? Or
are we able to appreciate the beauty of
a dvar Torah that includes a quote from
a Chasidishe Rebbe alongside a Litvishe
Gadol, a Rav Mordechai Eliyahu zt’], a
Zionist Rabbinic leader, a Rabbanit
Nehama Leibowitz zt’l, a Rebbetzin
Shira Smiles, and a Rabbanit Shani
Taragin, all woven together?

I got to experience exactly this kind of
achdut this past week when we celebrated eight
years of Midreshet Zusha, which is part of OU
Israel’s Pearl and Harold Jacobs Zula Outreach
Center. For those unfamiliar, the Zula operates
two branches — one in Yerushalayim and one
in Tzfat — serving over 5,500 teens at risk every
single year. Midreshet Zusha was created
because of a real need in Israel to help young
women experiencing hardship, at times a girl
who experiences drug abuse or physical abuse,
providing them with guidance and support
to overcome trauma and reach their unique
potential. A day in Midreshet Zusha includes
volunteering in sherut leumi, Torah learning,
and individual growth with their mentor. All
tailored for the girls to understand, connect,
and be continuously inspired.

The midrasha was actually named by the
young women in the program themselves.
The name comes from the famous story of Reb
Zusha of Anipoli, the Chasidic rabbi, who once
said that he worries that after he passes away,
he will not be asked why he wasn’t Moshe or
Avraham, but why he was not Zusha — why
didn’t he live up to his own potential? These
young women understood the need for a
midrasha that would continue to provide the
necessary support of the Zula, one that would
not try to change them into something else, but
help them be themselves and fulfill their true
potential.

Hundreds of young women came to the cel-
ebration, all excited for a party that gave them
the chance to come together, learn, sing, and
dance in a truly beautiful way. What struck me
most was the togetherness of girls coming from
very different backgrounds - in fact, a spectrum
even wider than my own family. Some came
from secular backgrounds, others from Dati
Leumi, Chareidji, or Chasidish backgrounds,
all coming together in order to grow in Torah.

The connection they found together was
remarkable. Some got up and spoke about Rav
Kook. Others spoke about Rebbe Nachman of
Breslov. Others about the Lubavitcher Rebbe.
Others about Rav Chaim Kanievsky. Each
one came from a totally different place, and
yet they were able to see the beauty in each
other’s traditions. Alongside Harel Chetzroni,
the founder of the program, and Oren Asulin,
the director of the Zula, several members of
our incredible female staff spoke, as well as the
inspiring Rabbanit Yemima Mizrachi.

The OU Israel family
sends heartfelt condolences to
Shlomo Schwartz and family
(CFO Orthodox Union)
on the passing of his father z”’1
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We were also graced with a performance by
Yair Elitzur, whose song “Tamid Ohev Oti” has
taken the Jewish world by storm and uplifted
S0 many spirits during the war. I caught him at
the entrance and asked him to record a video
with our Director of Social Media, Nina Broder,
about the event. He shared something that
meant the world to me. He said, “I assure you
that the equipment we’re using here is not what
we’re used to on stage, and this is definitely not
my first time coming to sing here, but there is
something just special about the Zula - you feel
at home here.”

Those words capture exactly the feeling we
try to create at the Zula for the thousands of
teenagers who have come through its doors.
The goal is not that they feel like they’re walking
into a school or an office, but that they feel at
home. That’s why when you walk in, you see
a comfortable kitchen, so generously gifted
by my dear friends Dvora and Roy Spiewak
in memory of their dear parents Barbara and
Martin Spiewak z’], with food on the counter,
couches, music being played by dedicated
staff in the center of the room, dim lights with
candles shining in the middle,” a therapeutic
drawing room, a creative writing room — an
entire atmosphere designed to make every
teenager feel welcome and safe.

NI NYH
Our beloved husband, father,
grandfather and great grandfather

Rabbi Lipman Z. Rabinowitz z”1
ANT 1799 0N 290

o2 FINDY ININDY NN |2
On his 17" yahrzeit
[o)=17 =R 4 b)

Renee Rabinowitz
Rabinowitz and Adams F amilies
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This is the essence of Shivim Panim LaTorah
in practice. Because we are able to bring such
a wide variety of backgrounds and hashkafot
into one room and speak to these young women
about so many different types of Jews, so many
different rabbanim and rebbetzins, so many
different divrei Torah, we reach them in a
language they understand. They know that
we come from a place of love, that we care
about them, that we are doing everything
in our ability to help them grow —to learn a
profession, be active members of their commu-
nities, and wake up in the morning and want to
accomplish more every single day. And Baruch
Hashem, with great success.

So it is truly a breath of fresh air to experi-
ence this when we read about Matan Torah,
in these pages of Torah Tidbits where we
see so many rabbis and leaders write about
this week’s parsha, each one with their own
angle, each one with their own hashkafa, and
yet together they bring Klal Yisrael together in
such a beautiful way.

May we all learn to acknowledge, recognize,
and embrace the fact that we are one family.
Even if we have different ways of dressing,
different garments, different head coverings
—some of us wear pants and some of us wear
skirts, some of us wear this yarmulke and some
of us wear that yarmulke, and some of us don’t
wear a yarmulke at all - we are one nation, one
family, and we love each other. B’ezrat Hashem,
we will continue to take from the rich diversity
of Torah that our tradition provides, internalize
it in our lives, and become better people.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

i e
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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RABBI MOSHE HAUER ZT"L 4

Taking Notice

How do we relate to what happens around
us? Do we notice the subtle or even the obvi-
ous? Do we allow our observations to make us
wiser and more thoughtful, or do we ignore
inconvenient truths?

Last week’s parsha ended with Amalek
waging war against the Jewish people. While
other nations reacted humbly and wisely to
the miracles that Hashem performed for the
Jewish People in Egypt, Amalek did not. Instead
of accepting the clear divine message in the

Jenny Weil n”v
NI NTINNA 700N

whose 7th yahrzeit falls on vaw >
She is very much missed by her children,
grandchildren, great grandchildren,

nicces, nephews, and friends
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miraculous exodus, they chose to push back
against it and attack. By contrast, this week’s
parsha begins with Yitro, who hears the same
miraculous stories and is drawn to join the
Jewish people, understanding the divine des-
tiny that those miracles implied (see Shemot
Rabbah 27:6).

Two very different reactions to the same
story. Both noticed; one was guided by the
message, and one chose to ignore it.

This same contrast appears in the Jewish
experience in Egypt. Our sages taught us to see
patterns in the stories of the Torah, ma’aseh
avot siman Ubanim. Thus, we see the story of
Avraham’s early descent to Egypt due to famine
as a forerunner of the future Egyptian exile
(Bereishit Rabbah 40:6). Yet there is a great gap
between the stories. The Pharaoh of Avraham’s
time was struck by a plague after taking Sarah.
Not a word was shared with him as to why it
happened; he did not even realize that Sarah
was a married woman. Yet, when he experi-
enced the plague, he immediately considered
its message, realized where he went wrong, and
let Sarah go back to Avraham (see Ramban to
Bereishit 12:18). The Pharaoh of Moshe’s time
reacted quite differently. Plague upon plague
was visited upon him and his nation, accompa-
nied by a clear narrative as to why, but he did
not learn or adjust. His hardened heart knew
what was happening but pushed back against
it. Why the striking contrast?

In each case, Pharaoh responded in the
manner of his Jewish guests. Avraham was
awake to the world around him. He learned
and observed, discovering Hashem’s existence



where his family and society had obscured
His presence. When Avraham brought G-d to
Pharaoh, he noticed.

The Jews of Pharaoh’s time had become
hardened and deadened by their bondage.
They were not searching for and seeing G-d’s
messages in their lives. In fact, even when
presented with redemption they struggled to
hear its call “due to their shrunken spirit and
due to the difficult work.” (Shemot 6:9). Moshe
was therefore hopeless about the prospects of
Pharaoh’s listening and learning; “the Jewish
People did not listen to me, and how will Pharaoh
listen?” (6:12). Even when Pharaoh would have
no choice but to notice, he would choose not to
learn from what he saw.

How did we break free from this willful
ignorance? It would come about through the
leadership of Moshe. Moshe emerged as the
redeemer through his curiosity and concern,
his observance of the world around him and
his vigilance in reacting to it and learning from
it. Whether in leaving the comfort of the palace
to take in the suffering of his brethren (2:11),
or his turning from the main road to notice
the phenomenon of the burning bush (3:3-4),
it was this quality of Moshe — this commitment
to take notice of reality and to be guided by
it - that would ultimately lead to the unlocking
of the Jewish People’s hearts and subsequently,
Pharaoh’s.

There is so much happening in the world
around us. We can ignore it and allow it to go
unnoticed. When it stares us in the face, we
may choose to push back against what we see
and leave its lessons unlearned. Alternatively,
we can follow the paths of Avraham and Moshe,
stopping to look, to notice, to learn, to think, and
to change course based on our observations.

That is the path to freedom, and it is a path
we must take. B

Yitro was known for
giving sound advice...
and so are we!
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New Women's Division Partnership- Beit
Shemesh Municipality!

Over the past few months, OU Israel Women’s Division has partnered
with the Beit Shemesh Municipality to expand meaningful women's
programming in the city. For many years, OU Israel’s activities were
centered in Yerushalayim, but last year the organization began a
strategic expansion into Anglo communities across Israel, supporting
Olim through Torah learning and communal engagement.

When news of this initiative spread, Deputy Mayor Rena Hollander
reached out to bring the programs to Beit Shemesh. “The municipality’s
enthusiastic support has been essential in making this partnership a
reality,” said Esti Moskovitz-Kalman, Director of Anglo Engagement

at the OUiin Israel. “With one of the largest Anglo olim populations in
Israel, Beit Shemesh was a natural choice for our first expansion outside
Jerusalem”. Deputy Mayor Hollander added that this new partnership
“has been a major asset to Torah learning in Beit Shemesh.”

“For years people have been asking me, “When are you coming

to Beit Shemesh? Now, | can finally say-we're here!”said Zemira
Ozarowski, Director of OU Israel Women's Division. Under the
leadership of Beit Shemesh coordinator Basya Teitelbaum, the
division’s growing programming includes monthly Rosh Chodesh
seminars, mother-daughter events, NextGen gatherings for women
in their 20s—40s, Tanach tiyulim, and a Bat Mitzvah series. Though
the initiative launched just three months ago, it has already hosted
14 events and engaged over 400 women and girls.

Each week, we share one OU Israel initiative empowering lives and
communities in our homeland, supporting English-speaking olim in
their klita and supporting Israel’s most vulnerable teens to rebuild
trust, confidence, and a future.
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT YITRO

Yitro joins Moshe. He advises Moshe to
delegate to judges. At Mt. Sinai, G-d offers the
Jewish people to be a treasured people. The Ten
Commandments are given at Sinai. The people
quake in response.

‘(‘ 1ST ALIYA (18:1-12)
‘/k\O} Yitro, Moshe’s father-in-law, moved

by the exodus from Egypt, travels to
meet Moshe, bringing Tzippora and the 2 sons.
Moshe greets them and tells of all that has hap-
pened. Yitro blesses G-d, affirming that now he
knows G-d is great, and offers offerings to Him.

Rashi claims that this story of Yitro occurs after
the giving of the Torah — meaning, the Torah
plucked it from its proper chronology and stuck
it here.

That is striking. We are in the midst of a dra-
matic narrative of the journey from Egypt into
the desert. Mt. Sinai is the destination. Yet this
story has nothing to do with that journey.

Yitro, a non-Jewish leader of Midian comes
to identify with the story of the Jewish people
and to offer Moshe advice on how to manage
his multiple responsibilities. An interesting story
to be sure, but why interrupt the drama of the
journey to Sinai with this story of court systems?

In loving memory of

RABBI DR. O. ASHER REICHEL 5%
on his 14" yahrzeit - vay v’»

From the Bronner
and Reichel Families

12 TORAH TIDBITS 1647 / YITRO

We can hear of it later in the Torah where it
actually occurs.

A variety of answers can be offered. Perhaps
this story of a non-Jew who is our friend is to
contrast the last story we read of Amalek, a non-
Jew who hated us.

There are different types of non-Jews that we
will encounter in history; there are Amaleks. And
Yitros. Amalek seeks our harm. Yitro seeks our
G-d. Amalek sees our weakness. Yitro sees our
greatness. Amalek fights us. Yitro partners with us.

This was a powerful lesson then and a pow-
erful lesson now. We have enemies amongst
the non-Jews, to be sure. And we have friends.
Be discerning. Acknowledge the reality of our
enemies. But also recognize our true friends.

W 2ND ALIYA (18:13-23)
3 3 Yitro observes the people stand-
% beop

ing and waiting all day for Moshe to
adjudicate. Yitro questions this. Moshe responds:
the people come seeking G-d; seeking adjudica-
tion; and I teach them G-d’s laws. Yitro criticizes
Moshe. And suggests: You inquire of G-d on their
behalf. And teach them G-d’s laws. But in addi-
tion, choose Judges who can adjudicate in your
stead. Judges who are substantive, G-d fearing,
men of truth and abhorring inappropriate gain.

Yitro offers good advice to Moshe; delegate
authority to judges. But while he proposes del-
egating authority in the court system, he does
not suggest delegating authority in Moshe’s
other roles. Because in those Moshe is simply
irreplaceable.

Moshe told Yitro that he has 3 functions: aiding
those seeking G-d, adjudicating disputes, and
teaching G-d’s commands. Now, we know what



dealing with disputes means. But when Moshe
says that people come to him seeking G-d, what
he means is: T have access to G-d. He speaks to
me. (Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is
when He answers back.) Similarly, when Moshe
says that he teaches G-d’s law, what he means is
that G-d communicates those laws to him and
to no one else.

Yitro tells him: Moshe, you are telling me two
things. You help the people communicate with
G-d. No one else can do that. Keep that job.

But as for settling disputes, others can settle
disputes. That’s not G-d work, that is man work.
People get into disagreements all the time. You
have smart people of integrity who can help you
settle those disagreements.

"/" 3RD ALIYA (18:24-27)
K’) Moshe heard. He chose judges,

with only the most difficult cases
brought to him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It could be that the insertion of this story of
Yitro’s suggestions concerning the court system
is actually communicating a powerful comment
on the nature of man. Because it finds its place
in the series of events leading to Sinai.

It could be that the Torah is offering a state-
ment concerning the development of man.

It is noticeable that following the splitting of
the sea there is a series of very earthy stories.
And they are, in order: no water, no food, manna
and its rules, Amalek, Yitro and courts. Then,
Mt. Sinai.

These are the stages in man’s spiritual
development.

First, we need the basics of food and water.
But that is no different than animals.

Then the manna, with rules. Don’t leave until
tomorrow, gather double on Friday. Man, you
have choice and it is that choice that distin-
guishes you from animals. You are an ethical
being, a being of choice. A higher being.

Then conflict. We can settle our interpersonal
conflicts in two ways. War. Or Courts. Power
and aggression. Or submission to authority. That
is the story of Amalek. Power. And Yitro, man
expressing submission to authority.

This is the story of the stages of human devel-
opment. We take care of our physical needs,
exercise ethical choice, protect our security, and
govern man to live in peace, with laws.

But. That does not suffice for the majesty of
man. For man seeks meaning higher than his
needs, his security and living in peace. He seeks
a taste of the beyond, the spiritual, the ultimate,
communication with the Infinite.

And that is Sinai. All of these stories were to
teach us the necessary. But not the sufficient. Our
needs, our security and our peaceful existence in
society are all necessary. But they fall short of the
Toral’s definition of man. They are insufficient.
Man needs a connection with the Divine, with
ultimate meaning, with hyper-significance.

And that is Mt. Sinai, the touch of the Divine
to man.

”/“ 4TH ALIYA (19:1-6)
K’} The people camped in the Sinai

desert opposite the mountain. Moshe
ascended the mountain. G-d told him: tell the
people. If you will listen to Me, keep My cove-
nant, then you will be a kingdom of kohanim
and a holy nation. Tell that to the Jewish people.

This short aliya is transformative. Up until
now we know we have a covenant with G-d.
He has drawn us to Him as His people.

But here He introduces the consequence of
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this covenant: you will be transformed as people.
You will become something that you are not yet.
You will become holy. Kohanim. Your loyalty
to the mitzvot that I am about to give you will
transform you into holy people.

That is exactly what we say in every bracha
before we do any mitzvah — asher kidshanu
b’mitzvotav — G-d made us holy through mitzvot.
Mitzvot change us, alter us, elevate us, transform
us into holy people.

This is an introduction to not only the giving
of the Torah on Mt. Sinai but the entire rest of
the Torah, the hundreds of mitzvot. Mitzvot are
holy-ers. They will make you holy.

"/" 5TH ALIYA (19:7-19)
K’) Moshe presents G-d’s words to

the people. They respond: all that
G-d says we will do. G-d says: I will come to
you in a cloud, so the people shall hear that I
speak with you. Prepare them for 3 days for
on the 3rd day I will descend in the view of all
the people. No one shall touch the mountain.
Moshe prepared the people. On the third day
there was lightning and thunder, a thick cloud
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and a powerful shofar sound. The people in
the camp were afraid. Moshe brought them
out to the mountain. It was all in smoke for
G-d descended in fire. The mountain shook.
The shofar increased in power. Moshe spoke;
G-d’s voice emanated.

The revelation of Sinai is the culmination of
G-d’s reach for man. He promises, He redeems
us, and now He speaks, communicates.

And look at the unity. Are these the same Jew-
ish people who complained 4 times in Parshat
Beshalach? And who have so many disputes in
the beginning of our parsha that Moshe adju-
dicates all day long? They are a cantankerous
lot; yet here they all answer in unison. We are
all in with this covenant.

Because there is a difference between our
aspirations and our human foibles. We are at
the same time great people, holy people, reacting
with zeal to the offer of a covenant with God. We
all want that. And yet, people we remain, with
all our complaints, pettiness and disagreements.
The complaints don’t define us; our zeal for the
covenant does.

’}‘ 6TH ALIYA (19:20-20:14)
% : G-d descended onto the mountain
%

and called Moshe up the mountain.
He warned him to again instruct the people to
not touch the mountain for they would die. The
Ten Commandments: I am G-d, no idols before
Me, don’t use G-d’s name in vain, Shabbat, honor
parents, don’t murder, adultery, theft, false tes-
timony, covet.

The profound significance of the Ten Com-
mandments is not the particular commands;
the commands are important but so are others.
Rather, it is the notion that G-d descended onto
the mountain to speak to mankind.

The descent of G-d onto the mountain is jar-
ring. Dramatic. Unprecedented.

This is the culmination of G-d’s reach for man.



There was Creation, then reaching for Avraham,
then redeeming us from Egypt. He now descends
to communicate with mankind. The story of the
Torah is not the Jewish people discovering G-d.
It is G-d reaching for man.

That is powerfully empowering. He wants
us? We must be worthy partners, holy, elevated,
worthy of His reach.

"‘ 7TH ALIYA (20:15-23)
k" The people recoiled from seeing

the thunder and lightning, the shofar
sound and the smoking mountain. They said
to Moshe: let G-d speak with you, but not to
us, for we do not want to die. Moshe assured
them that G-d came so they would fear Him.
G-d commanded: You saw that I spoke with you
from heaven. Therefore, have no other gods;
rather make an earthen altar.

The people wanted to hear G-d’s voice. Now
they change their mind. It is too much.

Modern skeptics would reject the notion of
Divine communication with man. After all, we
moderns have never seen it. But that is exactly
what the Torah says here. Of course you haven’t
seen it. Because man cannot tolerate it. It was
done once in history. No more.

And it is for us to learn its lesson. Once. That
G-d desires man. Speaks to man. Instructs man.
But it will never occur again. Because man can’t
tolerate it. m
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Very much has been written about most fam-
ily relationships. There are books about fathers
and sons, fathers and daughters, and mothers
and sons and daughters. Many volumes have
been written about relationships, typically
rivalrous, between siblings.

But comparatively, little has been written
about the relationship between father-in-law
and son-in-law. Often, admittedly, there is lit-
tle or no relationship between them. But just
as often the relationship is an important and
rewarding one.

I know that I personally have benefited
immeasurably from my relationship with my
father-in-law, of blessed memory. As is most
often the case, I did not know him at all until
my young adulthood, when I began to date his
daughter. Unlike the father-son relationship, the
relationship between father-in-law and son-in-
law usually begins in maturity and is, therefore,
more of a relationship between equals, more
man to man.

BROTHERS
MOVING co.

THE STRONGEST .THE MOST GENTLE
054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

My father-in-law modeled his relationship
to me after the precious relationship he had
with his father-in-law. He would often joke that
whereas a father couldn’t choose his son, he
could choose a son-in-law, to which I would
usually respond, “Yes, true, and a son cannot
choose his father, but a son-in-law can choose
his father-in-law.”

In this week’s Torah portion, Yitro, we read of
a very rich relationship between a son-in-law,
Moses, and his father-in-law, Yitro. Of course,
we first read of their connection much earlier
on in the book of Exodus. But in this week’s
portion, the relationship begins to sound much
more familiar to those of us who have “been
there”.

Yitro travels to meet Moses and is the one
who reunites Moses with his wife and children.
They converse with animation and in great
detail, each one narrating his story to the other.
Moses narrates the story of the Exodus, of the
splitting of the sea, and of the war with Amalek.

Yitro too tells a story, but it is a very different
one. He tells of his religious quest, of his search
for a God he can believe in. He informs Moses
that he has dabbled in every conceivable type
of idol worship. He has seen it all. And “now
he knows” who the true God is.

Every son-in-law tells his father-in-law his
story, although I suspect that often some of that
story is suppressed. And every father-in-law,
that is every father-in-law worth his salt, shares



his narrative with the young man who requests
his daughter’s hand.

Iremember telling my father-in-law some
of my story. I remember some of the questions
he asked me, and his disappointment when he
discovered that I did not share his fascination
with the game of chess.

But I can never forget the story he told me;
not once, but throughout the more than forty
years that we knew each other. His was a story
of pre-Holocaust Eastern Europe, of a culture
that is no more, a culture that he never ceased
to mourn.

It is no wonder that the Torah characterizes
the dialogue between Moses and Yitro by the
word “vayesaper”, which means to tell a story.
Most relationships consist of stories told by one
party to the other. In the case of the father-in-
law and son-in-law relationship, these stories
become essential and, at least in my case, were
lifelong narratives.

Yitro models another essential aspect of this
unique relationship: He offers counsel, he gives
advice. Not that Moses asked for Yitro’s opin-
ion as to how he should conduct the judiciary
system for his people. But Yitro assumed that
it was his prerogative as a father-in-law to gen-
tly and constructively find fault in his son-in-
law’s approach to things and offer reasonable
alternatives.

I number myself among those fortunate sons-
in-law whose father-in-law did not hesitate to
occasionally criticize him, but who did so lov-
ingly. He offered wise and practical suggestions
which indeed were often drawn from his own
past and sad, personal experiences.

It has been pointed out that the Hebrew word
for a son-in-law is chatan, a bridegroom. I am
convinced that this is because in the relation-
ship between son-in-law and father-in-law, the
former always remains the young bridegroom

and the latter, the sage elder.

In the end, Moses asks Yitro to remain with
him, the ultimate tribute that a son-in-law can
pay to his father-in-law.

I'would like to close with an original thought,
and if it is theologically daring, or in some other
way off the mark, I beg the reader to forgive me.

It is a truism that God is our Father, and we
are his sons and daughters. It strikes me that,
in a certain way, God is also our Father-in-Law.

God as Father is the God with whom we
began a relationship in our infancy. God as
Father-in-Law is the God whom we freely
choose, sometimes repeatedly, at later stages
of our lives.

God is also our Father-in-Law because
we have taken, so to speak, His daughter as
our bride. The Torah has been described, by
prophets and rabbis, as God’s daughter. And
we, who have accepted the Torah, are betrothed
to the daughter of God Himself. He entrusted
His beloved princess to our inadequate and
unreliable care.

But we asked for her hand. We accepted the
Torah and committed ourselves to “doing and
listening” to her words. If we are faithful to the
Torah, we are demonstrating to our “Father-in-
Law” that we deserve his daughter.

Only then can we claim a close relationship
to Him, closer even than the relationship I had
with my father-in-law, may he rest in peace.
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The Politics
of Revelation

The revelation at Mount Sinai - the central
episode not only of the parsha of Yitro, but of
Judaism as a whole —was unique in the religious
history of humankind. Other faiths (Christian-
ity and Islam) have claimed to be religions of
revelation, but in both cases the revelation of
which they spoke was to an individual (“the son
of God”, “the prophet of God”). Only in Judaism
was God’s self-disclosure not to an individual (a
prophet) or a group (the elders) but to an entire
nation, young and old, men, women and chil-
dren, the righteous and not yet righteous alike.

From the very outset, the people of Israel
knew something unprecedented had happened
at Sinai. As Moses put it, forty years later:

For ask now about earliest times, times long
before your own, from the day God created
humans on the earth; ask from one end of
heaven to the other: Has anything as great as
this ever happened before? Has anyone heard
of anything like this? Has any people ever heard
the voice of God speaking out of fire, as you have,
and lived?.. To you this was shown - so that you
may know that the Lord is God; besides Him,
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there is no other. From heaven He let you hear
His Voice... (Deut. 4:32-35)

For the great Jewish thinkers of the Middle
Ages, the significance was primarily epistemo-
logical. It created certainty and removed doubt.
The authenticity of a revelation experienced by
one person could be questioned. One witnessed
by millions could not. God disclosed His presence
in public to remove any possible suspicion that
the presence felt, and the voice heard, were not
genuine.

Looking however at the history of humankind
since those days, it is clear that there was another
significance also — one that had to do not with
religious knowledge but with politics. At Sinai a
new kind of nation was being formed and a new
kind of society — one that would be an antithesis
of Egypt in which the few had power and the
many were enslaved. At Sinai, the children of
Israel ceased to be a group of individuals and
became, for the first time, a body politic: a nation
of citizens under the sovereignty of God whose
written constitution was the Torah and whose
mission was to be “a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation.”

Even today, standard works on the history of
political thought trace it back, through Marx,
Rousseau, and Hobbes to Plato’s Republic, Aris-
totle’s Politics and the Greek city state (Athens
in particular) of the fourth century BCE. This is



a serious error. To be sure, words like “democ-
racy” (rule by the people) are Greek in origin.
The Greeks were gifted at abstract nouns and
systematic thought. However, if we look at the
“birth of the modern” - at figures like Milton,
Hobbes, and Locke in England, and the founding
fathers of America — the book with which they
were in dialogue was not Plato or Aristotle but
the Hebrew Bible. Hobbes quotes it 657 times
in The Leviathan alone. Long before the Greek
philosophers, and far more profoundly, at Mount
Sinai the concept of a free society was born.

Three things about that moment were to prove
crucial. The first is that long before Israel entered
the land and acquired their own system of gov-
ernment (first by judges, later by kings), they
had entered into an overarching covenant with
God. That covenant (Brit Sinai) set moral limits
to the exercise of power. The code we call Torah
established for the first time the primacy of right
over might. Any king who behaved contrarily
to Torah was acting ultra vires, and could be
challenged. This is the single most important
fact about hiblical politics.

Democracy on the Greek model always had
one fatal weakness. Alexis de Tocqueville and
John Stuart Mill called it “the tyranny of the
majority”. J. L. Talmon called it “totalitarian
democracy.” The rule of the majority contains
no guarantee of the rights of minorities. As Lord
Acton rightly noted, it was this that led to the
downfall of Athens: “There was no law superior
to that of the state. The lawgiver was above the
law.” In Judaism, by contrast, prophets were
mandated to challenge the authority of the
king if he acted against the terms of the Torah.
Individuals were empowered to disobey illegal
or immoral orders. For this alone, the covenant
at Sinai deserves to be seen as the single greatest
step in the long road to a free society.

The second key element lies in the prologue
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to the covenant. God tells Moses:

“This is what you shall say to the House of Yaa-
kov, what you shall tell the people of Israel: ‘You
yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians:
how Ilifted you up on eagles’ wings and brought
you to Me. Now, if you faithfully heed My voice
and keep My covenant, you will be My treasure
among all the peoples, although the whole earth
is Mine. A kingdom of priests and a holy nation
you shall be to Me.’ These are the words you must
speak to the Israelites.” (Ex. 19:3-6)

Moses tells this to the people, who reply:

“We will do everything the Lord has said.”
(Ex. 19:8)

What is the significance of this exchange? It
means that until the people had signified their
consent, the revelation could not proceed. There
is no legitimate government without the consent
of the governed, even if the governor is Creator
of heaven and earth. I know of few more radical
ideas anywhere. To be sure, there were Sages in
the Talmudic period who questioned whether
the acceptance of the covenant at Sinai was
completely free. However, at the heart of Juda-
ism is the idea — way ahead of its time, and not
always fully realised — that the free God desires
the free worship of free human beings. God,
said the rabbis, does not act tyrannically with
His creatures.

The third, equally ahead of its time, was that
the partners to the covenant were to be “all the
people” — men, women and children. This fact is
emphasised later on in the Torah in the mitzva
of Hakhel, the septennial covenant renewal
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ceremony. The Torah states specifically that
the entire people is to be gathered together for
this ceremony, “men, women and children.” A
thousand years later, when Athens experimented
with democracy, only a limited section of society
had political rights. Women, children, slaves, and
foreigners were excluded. In Britain, women
did not get the vote until the twentieth century.
According to the sages, when God was about to
give the Torah at Sinai, He told Moses to consult
first with the women and only then with the men
(“this is what you shall you say to the House of
Yacov” —this means, the women). The Torah, Isra-
el’s “constitution of liberty”, includes everyone. It
is the first moment, by thousands of years, that
citizenship is conceived as being universal.

There is much else to be said about the polit-
ical theory of the Torah (see my The Politics of
Hope, The Dignity of Difference, and The Chief
Rabbi’s Haggadah as well as the important
works by Daniel Elazar and Michael Walzer).
But one thing is clear: With the revelation
at Sinai something unprecedented entered
the human horizon. It would take centuries,
millennia, before its full implications were
understood. Abraham Lincoln said it best
when he spoke of “a new nation, conceived in
liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that
all men are created equal.” At Sinai, the politics
of freedom was born. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling
Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography

——
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REAL ESTATE - HALACHA Q&A

D r. H a rry Weisma n Rabbi Baruch Efrati, Posek Halacha

The neighbor is selling his house. Am | entitled, by virtue of dina debar
mitzra (the law of the neighbor’s right), to buy it at a lower price, or must |
match the external buyer’s offer?

Former ASSISt' Cllnlcal ) Dina debar mitzra does not apply in cases where it \fvould
Professor Of Med|C|ne, .‘6‘. cause a loss to the seller. Therefore, you do have priority over

others to purchase the property, but not at the expense of

UCLA SChOOI Of Medicine; causing a financial loss to the sel!ﬁeurés'mS by whalsapp. 0528370700

NACHALAT ACHIM, JERUSALEM

DiV. Of EndOCrin0|Ogy & MetabOIism 5 units | Ground floor out of 3 | 105 sqm

Renovated garden apartment with private yard. Five income
units, fully rented, generating strong monthly returns.

7,450,000
Author of
The 18% Solution -
Lose 18% of Your
weight in 18 Weeks

1 bedrooms| 40 sqm | Ground Floor

Full of Jerusalem charm, no stairs, private entrance. 5
sqm storage, shared yard, fantastic location!

NACHLAOT , JERUSALEM
3 Bedrooms | 80 sqm | Half-floor up
Renovated duplex near Mahane Yehuda & city center,
studio + 2.5-room unit, separate entrances, easy access,
Airbnb income 15,000-18,000 NIS/month.

3,300,000

Weight loss Consultation

+972 53 472 2159

2 bedrooms | 2.5 floors | 75 sqm

Rare 3-room apartment in Rehavia near Shaarei Chesed.
Bright, private, renovated, 2 sukkah balconies,

MITZPE YERICHO
7 rooms | 220 sqm | 3 floors
3-story home with rooftop and safe room.4 bedrooms,
solid build, expansion potential, ready to move in.

3,800,000

Dr Natan Silver

Discover Ohel Ari Shul, high-end Iivin? in a refined residential
environment. Elegant deslgn, and quality finishes throughout.

Hand Surgeon

Dual trained UK & Israel

For a 3-bedroom apartment

ZAYIT , EFRAT
2.5 Bedrooms | 80 sqm | Ground Floor
Ground-floor apartment with Mamad, kitchen, A/C,
storage, parking large Sukkah balcony, vineyard views,
central Efrat near shops, parks, and pool.

2,650,000

Conservative and surgical care for
hand disorders and injuries in adults
and children of all ages 7 bedrooms | 223 sqm

Bright family cottage with garden and attic.

« Hand, wrist and thumb-base arthritis Prime central Efrat location near parks and schools.

« Joint replacement

MORADOT HAZAYIT, EFRAT

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of
Zayit, Efrat. Spacious apartments, breathtaking views.

Estimated cost: ™ 1,990,000

For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with parking and sukkah balcony.

+« Hand and wrist trauma
carpal tunnel,
-, arthritis

4 bedrooms | 150 sqm | 1 floor
Rooftop duﬁlex on a quiet street with terrace and open
views, bright with 3 exposures, Mamad, storage, easy
access, near parks, schools, and synagogues.

NOAM (®) +972 52-587-8788
0 (m) office@noamhomes.com

Bia C81418 Prafasnnnaly
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: Th zimmm
@ Weissman Farms

The perfect pastoral venue
for a family getaway!

Enjoy Shabbat in the dati moshav
Sde llan in the Lower Galilee

Room for up to 26 guests

Fully equipped kosher outdoor
kitchen

Spacious indoor dining area

Pool heated year-round and
covered in winter

WhatsApp/Call Ira @ 050-630-2312
Website: Weissman.Farm
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American
in Israel?

Tax season is
almost here.
Don’t miss your
refund.

David Lenn
US Accountant

¢ 51,700 per child -
Child Tax Credit

¥ 51,000 per year
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Check for free
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Ir-Yamim, First line to the sea
Move-in condition, 4 br. 2.5 baths, on a high floor
with sea view to the Reserve. In a building with
pool, guard and gym. Asking: 5,390,000 NIS

"'Illll 1 | | 3 .

Nitza Blvd. Netanya
First line to the sea on a high floor, 2 large rooms
(originally 3) 92 sqm. Breathtaking sea view.

For Sale 2,980,000 NIS

Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320996

Dr Rosana Schechter
Gastroenterology
MD, MSc

Private Clinic in Modiin
Personalized, unrushed consultations
English-speaking physician
Senior physician at Shaare Zedek

AREAS OF CARE

General Gastroenterology &

Inflammatery Bowel Disease {Crohn | Colitis)
Pelvic floor Disorders ()

Liver Diseases

Functional Digestive Disordersl/

5180, Helicobactar pylori )

CONTACT US

o073-321-018) (%)
www.gastrodrarosana.com
Elite Med Specialist
Homelochot 21 Ayl Comples 360,

Sth floer B Building
Modiin-Mocabim-Reut

7
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Sea View with
Sukkah Mirpeset in
Ashkelon!"

L Y
Close to shuls, shopping, beaches
L‘-Ln.. -1-'_

Five-room apartment 2,250,000 v

CALL FOR A VIEWING

STEPHEN EPSTEIN
Licensed Realtor
+972 58-783-7436
+1(914)-351-1245
www.stephen-epstein.com

UK & ISRAEL REGISTERED
Alan Nevies

40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

CLINIC
IN
MODIIN

@ Back pain & Sciatica

@ Headaches & Neck Pain

@ Musculoskeletal & Sports Injuries

“ Working closely with Orthopaedic
Surgeons, Neurologists,
Rheumatologists & Family Doctors

< Email: a.nevies@outlook.com
Tel: 073-321-4181
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

“Lo BaShamayim He”

Our parasha this week is truly the climax of
the Yetziat Mitzrayim story and of the entire
Sefer Shmot. From Hashem’s initial demand
of Par’oh to release B’nai Yisrael until Moshe
Rabbeinu’s final insistence that the king free
the people, there was repetition of the purpose
of that liberation, i.e., to allow the Israelites to
worship Hashem. Indeed, the fact that our
holiday of freedom, Pesach, is connected to the
celebration of Matan Torah of Shavuot through
sefirat ha’omer, has been explained as being a
lesson for us to know that the ultimate goal of
the exodus was not freedom per se but freedom
to be able to worship G-d as He desires. Hash-
em’s revelation at Har Sinai that we read in
the parasha, His pronouncement of the Aseret
Hadibrot, the basis of our divinely commanded
legal system, is, therefore, the culmination of
the exodus. The rest of the entire Torah can be
regarded simply as an expansion and clarifi-
cation of that system.

But it is the first episodes in the parasha that
are puzzling. The precise timing of the arrival

HANDYMAN

Repairs - Painting - Electricity
Plumbing
Q@ Jerusalem & surrounding areas

Avraham
» 058-799-7833
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of Yitro and his advice in establishing a judicial
system is a matter of disagreement between
our Rabbis in the Talmud (Zevachim 116a).
One view contends that the story takes place
AFTER the Dibrot were given, for only then was
there a need for judges to clarify ritual law to
the people and adjudicate conflicts according
to the Torah’s legal standards. The other view
however, argues that there is no reason to
“cut and paste” the Yitro story for it did take
Pplace exactly as the Torah situated it- BEFORE
Matan Torah. Moshe’s father-in-law, they argue,
joined B’nai Yisra’el having heard of the mira-
cles wrought for them by Hashem, including
the victory over Amalek, which immediately
precedes the story of his arrival. But this view
fails to resolve the question of what laws would
they teach, what cases could they adjudicate, if
the commandments were not yet given?

I would like to suggest an approach that
would resolve this problem and would give
us insight into the connection of this parasha
to this week’s haftarah.

The story of Yitro indeed took place before
Matan Torah, for there was a need to form a
judicial system even before the laws would be
given. A legal system whose laws would not
be understood or could not be enforced is no
system at all. Even when given by G-d Himself,
these laws would remain only in heaven and
never become a practical system for human-
kind. Indeed, this very thought is expressed by



Moshe at the end of his life: “L.o Bashamayim
He” [D’varim 24:12] -the laws of the Torah are
not to remain in heaven. The judicial system as
explained by Yitro would be made up of men
who would judge the people, teach the laws and
enforce them. There would be a partnership of
sorts: Hashem as the law-giver and Shofetim
as those who would bring the laws down to
earth and make them practical for mankind.
The haftarah this week tells of Hashem’s
first revelation to Yishayahu through a vision
of Hashem’s heavenly retinue and His throne,
a vision that ties the haftarah to the vision seen
by Bnai Yisrael at Har Sinai of which we read in
the parasha. But the focus of the reading is the
mission upon which the navi was sent, that is,
to warn the nation of the consequences of their
actions if they refuse to repent. As the selection
details the corruption and sinfulness of the peo-
Pple, we may feel that it is not a fitting selection
for a parasha that is positive and uplifting.
But I submit that Yishayahu’s first vision of
the heavenly throne and its glory was shown
to him to underscore his prophetic mission.
Yes, Hashem’s glory was in heaven, where no
human being could tread. But the holiness of
Hashem could not remain in heaven-as his laws
could not. There was a need for an individual
to inspire G-d’s sanctity and communicate His
expectations to the nation on earth. This was
the mission of the navi, Yishayahu. In effect, the
prophet was to do what Yitro did: bring heaven
down to earth, or, perhaps more correctly, to
bring earth dwellers up to heavenly standards.
This has always been the mission of the holy
prophets and the Holy Nation. We are charged
with a mission to see that Hashem, His laws
and His lessons, will never be left in heaven. m

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

Call now 077-9973185
www.daniels-assets.com
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Elisheva Weingarten
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ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Licensed property appraisal services
Orit Madar, Adv.

Family Law and Mediation
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Parashat Yitro opens with the words “‘Vawn
Y ”—Yitro heard. Rashi famously asks: What
did Yitro hear? The Torah itself seems explicit:
he heard about the miracles in Egypt and the
Exodus from Mitzrayim. These events were
hardly private. In fact, Az Yashir tells us, “9wnv
) DNy ”—the nations heard and trembled.
The entire world was aware.

If so, why does the Torah single out Yitro’s
hearing?

Rabbi Frand (Power of a Vort) suggests that
the answer emerges from a careful reading of
Rashi’s words. Rashi does not ask simply what
Yitro heard; rather, he asks: “vnw nymw nNn
NV”—what did Yitro hear that caused him to
come? Many people heard. Yitro was the one
who moved.

The miracles inspired awe across the globe,
but they did not change lives. Yitro was differ-
ent. He translated inspiration into action. The

Your money made &
“aliyah too.

Aaron Frolich
Certified Financial Planner &
Licensed Investment Advisor
+972.54.320.8077

GREEN PEAK
ADVISORS

aaron@greenpeakadvisors.com www.greenpeakadvisors.com

- i

Book a FREE 30-minute consultation!
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Torah highlights not the hearing itself, but what
the hearing produced.

People can witness extraordinary events
and yet remain unchanged. Inspiration, if not
seized, is fleeting. How, then, do we ensure
that moments of spiritual awakening leave a
lasting impact?

Rashi, citing the Gemara (Zevachim 116a),
provides the answer: Yitro heard—and he came.
He acted immediately. Yitro understood that
when one encounters the hand of God, delay
is dangerous. Procrastination dulls inspiration,
and enthusiasm dissipates with time. To pre-
serve the moment, one must act upon it.

This idea is illustrated by a story told about
Rothschild. A poor man once came to his home
seeking charity. Rothschild was deeply moved by
the man’s story, but he had no money with him
and asked the man to return the next day. As
the poor man was leaving, Rothschild suddenly
ran after him and handed him his gold watch.

The man was confused. “Why are you giving
me this?”

Rothschild explained: “Right now, I am
inspired by your situation and determined to
give generously. By tomorrow, that inspira-
tion may fade, and I may give less. This watch
ensures that I act today on the resolve I feel
now.”

Rothschild understood what Yitro under-
stood: inspiration must be anchored in action.

We all experience moments of spiritual ele-
vation—during davening, a shiur, a kumzitz,
or a quiet moment of reflection. The danger is
not failing to feel inspired; the danger is letting
inspiration pass without consequence. Growth



happens when we translate emotion into deed,
when we take even one concrete step that gives
permanence to a fleeting moment.

Yitro teaches us that greatness is not reserved
for prophets or miracle-witnesses. It belongs
to those who respond. Many heard—but only
Yitro came.

The question Parashat Yitro poses to us is not
what did you hear? Rather - what did you do
with what you heard? Inspiration is a gift, but
it is also a responsibility. If it leads nowhere,
it fades. If it leads to action—even something
small—it becomes transformational.

When a thought stirs us to improve, when
a moment pushes us to be better, that is our
1 ynen. The challenge is to become the ones
who come. To act today, not tomorrow. To turn
a spark into a step, and a step into a journey.

May we have the wisdom to recognize those
moments—and the courage to act upon them
swiftly.

H&T Property Investments
Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE

Abarbanel St, Rechavia
Exclusive

* Luxury Large 4 Room

+ 170 sq.m plus 120 sg.m garden

« Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
« Completely renovated

« Private entrance

« High ceilings and underfloor heating

Nava: 052-4810205
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SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
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Write Your Halachic Will Today

halachicwill.com

Rav Menachem Copperman

Certified Dayan & Expert
in Jewish Law

0544-731052
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MD, FAAFP e
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Is available in Jerusalem for:

Consultations and second opinions
for complex medical cases.

House calls.

Routine and urgent medical care for
patients of all ages.

Students and tourists welcome!
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Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within

36 months, offering an exceptional living experience
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service from an Anglo oleh, happy to make home visits

OBLIGATION FREE CONSULTATION

Tel & WhatsApp: 053-722-9212
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Struggling with Crohn’s Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, Irritable Bowel Syndrome, or
Gastroparesis?

Are you tired of worrying every time you go out with family or friends?
It’s time to take control of your health. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Even if you have tried it all — diets, medications, supplements — and still don’t feel better.
It’s not your fault. ¥
When your brain gets stuck in fight-or-flight, your body stays in “survival mode,” keeping
symptoms active no matter how healthy you eat.
The good news? You can calm your brain’s emergency response system and finally help
your body heal.

These are the words of one recent patient who saw the ad in Torah Tidbits:
It was the perfect solution for me! It was worth every penny! ~E.M. Age 79

My programs have been put into 9 IBD Centers across the United States and
Canada including the Mayo Clinic, Vanderbilt University, UC San Diego and
USC and will help you  Regain energy = Feel in control again
{11 Stop planning life around the bathroom
4" Reconnect with joy, travel, and relationships — without fear.
Reach out to me, Dr. Marci Reiss, DSW, at drmarcireiss@gmail.com
Watch my free webinar to see how: drmarciereiss.comfregister
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Adopt a Soldier is a campaign of the Israel Magen Fund, a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit in the U.S. and an authorized Israeli amutah (Reg. #580724318).




REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

Learning Life
Lessons

“Vayishma Yitro —And Yitro heard...” (Shemot
18:1) Rashi famously asks, “Ma shemua shama
wva — What news did he hear that [made such
an impression that] he came?” To which Rashi
offers two interpretations based on the Midrash,
Yitro heard about the Splitting of the Sea, and the
war with Amalek. What was it specifically about
these two events that led him to come? Further,
why does Chazal categorize it as the “war with
Amalek” and not the victory over Amalek?

The Tosher Rebbe zt”1 in Avodat Avodah
explains that perhaps Yitro’s mindset was as
follows. Yitro was already aware of Hashem’s

COOL CARE SOLUTIONS

Air Conditioner *

Improve Indoor Air Quality by
Removing Mold, Bacteria and Germs

Avoid Costly Future Air Conditioner
Repairs and Replacement

@ Lewer your Electricity Bills
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greatness; however, he was waiting for the
appropriate time to join Am Yisrael and con-
vert. He was therefore looking for a sign, an
opening, an indication that it was the proper
time to come. When he heard about the events
at Yam Suf; and that all of the waters the world
over simultaneously split, he understood it
as signifying that the wellsprings of wisdom
opened in the world, allowing Am Yisrael to
access the depths of Torah wisdom.

He recognized that the Jewish people not only
reached a very high spiritual level but that they
were only worthy of this level having under-
gone tremendous suffering in Mitzrayim and
displaying intense mesirut nefesh by following
the word of Hashem and jumping into the sea.
Therefore, when Yitro heard and understood
these events, he began to wonder if he too, was
worthy of receiving the Torah. He asked himself,
“Do I also possess the capacity to grasp
the depths of Torah wisdom?” Upon
hearing about the war with Amalek, he
recognized that this too was necessary
before the Torah was actually given.

Yitro concluded that when one battles
with “Amalek”— the forces of the yetzer
harawithin himself — he is also worthy
of being a conduit to receive Torah. It is
not so much as winning the war against
Amalek; it is rather engaging in a con-
tinuous battle against the forces that
aim to detract us from committing to
an ongoing relationship with Hashem.
When Yitro perceived this, he knew he
could be part of the people who con-
stantly strive to touch Infinity.



It is imperative for us to remember that
victory is not the end goal. We must focus on
aligning ourselves with Hashem’s Will, hour
by hour, situation by situation.

Rav Broidie, the Chevron Rosh Yeshiva zt”l,
shares another lesson from this Rashi. Yitro
“heard,” he understood two essential lessons from
these events. He realized that people could see and
experience a miracle such as the Splitting of the Sea
and yet remain unmoved and unchanged. Even
further, that people could be more than unaffected,
they can miss the entire point and actually go out
to fight against truth! The Midrash specifically
delineates “the war with Amalek” to emphasize
their sheer audacity in attacking the Jewish people.

As the principle figure in this week’s Torah
reading, Yitro is the model of one who hears
about Hashem’s wonders and is moved to
change. His actions inspire us to take lessons
from every circumstance, motivating us to
constantly change and grow. m
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IH'I]I'IIDIJ.!I.IZEDTIIREE TIIAGE PROGRAM WHATSAPP:

() +972 58-705-6863

EMAIL

info@morashahleyisrael.org

LEARN MOHEE AT

www.morashahleyisrael.org
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AN AMATING, INSPIRIMG SPACE LS ’N1m#
- ay - LATING, L ALHARE  —
CANSEES STAT Uit N HANDS-ON FARM EXPERIENCE. FOR KUMZITZ AND ART TO MORASHA
o 2

CHALLENGED WITH ORCANIED
LEARNING PRACTICAL AND LEYISRAEL -
n i

SPOWTS AND FRIENDLY COMPETITION, NTOOR SHELS, MEANOROL EXFLORS AND EXPRELS TALENTS
FAST-PACED FUN ALL SUMMER LONG. stk

PROJECTS, AND GROWTH.
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DKL

Celebrating
50 years
inLaw

Your Inheritanceis

WORTH
fighting for!
Secure your rights with our
Legal Expertise.

amazon Look inside
The Complete Guide To
Call now: Wills And Inheritance
02-561-2111 mLree

JERUSALEM

r
gusds mr. Ahalev

TEL AVIV

LM | THE WALL /,‘;,'},’g/e/
DOCTOR "
PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS

Flawless finishes
that add elegance

to any space. Wall _
& Ceiling repairs
Smoothing,

Straightening,

and perfecting

every surface.

Spackling & Prep

Work- Because Sias
the foundation o

matters. DAVID KUSHNER

058-661-0728

We can rescue any wall or ceiling.

CAPITIL
EXCEPTIONAL HOMES FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM

Spacious Home in Old
Katamon - Future TAMA*
Kovshei Katamon St

128 sgm post tama ]

12 sqgm sukkah balcony post tama | 4 &
5 rooms ‘
First floor

Lots of natural light

5,350,000 NIS

3-Bed w/Sukkah in Brand
New Luxury Project

Mekor Chaim St

10 sgm

13 sgm sukkah balcony

4 rooms

Swimming pool, gym, lobby
Parking & storage

6,500,000 NIS

CONTACT YITZ:

*Subject to permits

+972-54-766-0338 | YITZY@CAPITIL.COM
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

In the pesukim which precede the Aseret
HabDibrot, we read of the incredible sound
and light show that unfolded at that awesome
moment when Klal Yisrael stood at Sinai.
MNP DFOND NXIP? DYDTNIN MY XY
YN 239N 192 1YY 10 W) 2107 IPRNN2 20N
TIM W30 YYD DYY S UNa N Yoy T,
YN TR PIN) 9210 19V 21 0 TR NN

2Py DPONM 12T,

Moshe led the people out of the camp toward
G-d, and they took their places at the foot of the
mountain. Now Har Sinai was entirely full of
smoke, for Hashem had come down upon it in
fire; the smoke rose like the smoke of a kiln, and
the whole mountain trembled violently. The blare
of the shofar grew louder and louder. As Moshe
spoke, G-d answered him bakol...

The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh suggests that
the word bakol is to be understood as follows:

The 9 with which G-d answered may have
been the sound of the shofar mentioned in the
verse...

Based on this interpretation, Hashem

U.S.-Trained Neurologist
a Dr. Maia Batash

Expert, Compassionate Neurclogical Care

%, Call or WhatsApp: ADHD »
+972 55-500-3278 et
s Neck & Back Pain®
Jerusalem, Israel L

Nerve Injuries »

English & Hebrew Head Trauma, Whiplash »

o o i
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miraculously spoke or answered Moshe
through the sounds of the shofar.

However our Chazal offer a particularly
interesting interpretation in the gemara in
Brachot (45a):

YN S %12 - “5ip2” MY TR

What is the meaning of the verse: BaKol? In
Moshe’s voice...

The masters of Jewish thought offer profound
interpretations of this maamar chazal.

The Yismach Moshe zy’a, learns our gemara
as follows:

The Torah tells us that when Moshe was born,
his mother saw that he was tov-good. The Torah
Hakedosha is also called tov-good-therefore the
Torah could only be transmitted at the hands or
through the voice of Moshe who is also called tov...

Similarly, Reb Tzadok HaKohein MiLublin
zy’a, explains that this is why the written Torah
isreferred to as Torat Moshe, as Hashem trans-
mitted the Torah with Moshe’s voice.

Beyond the supernatural phenomena that
each of these teachings suggest occurred, that
HaKadosh Baruch Hu miraculously spoke with
or through Moshe’s voice, perhaps there is a
lesson for each of us as we prepare to read once
again this Shabbat of that incredible moment
of Kabbalat HaTorah.

Rav Kook zy’a explained that Moshe Rab-
beinu had reached such a heightened state
of spiritual consciousness, that he merited to
hear Hashem speak to him, and for HaKadosh
Baruch Hu to be heard with Moshe’s own voice.

In contrast, the Rebbe, Reb Leibele Eiger
zy’a sees encrypted within this verse, a rather
beautiful hidden message. Reb Leibele suggests



that the Torah which Moshe is about to receive,
will be a source of healing for the entire world.

“When we daven on Shabbat for one who is ill
we say ‘ shabbat hi milizok urefua krova lavo-
Though it is Shabbat and we therefore refrain
from crying out, may the healing thus come
soon.’ The letters of Moshe’s name- mem,shin,
hey, are comprised of the first letters of the words
Shabbat, hi milizok, and the word kol- kuf, vav
and lamed is comprised of the first letters of the
words urefua krova lavo...”

Perhaps the message for each of us as we
recall that transcendent moment in Jewish
history when the Jewish people stood at Sinai,
is to work to lift our spiritual awareness, to be
more “plugged in” to see, feel, and hear Hashem’s
proverbial voice all around us each and every
day, and through heeding that divine voice, bring
healing to the entire world. m

b g
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&}E take part in our warm
- welcoming Shabbat Shacharit.

o

oy WHEN? -y
abbat mornings at: 8:15am,
Wk English / Hebrew

* Kiddush followin

Shacharit Shabbat - Nussach Carlebach

KolRinaJerusalem.com

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

LET YOUR JOURNEY
HOME BEGIN WITH US

FEATURED PROPERTIES
IN ISRAEL

JERUSALEM
¢ Old City
¢ Views of Har Bayit
¢ Duplex
¢ 3 bedrooms
* Renovated
¢ Private roof

12,000,000

BEIT SHEMESH
Neve Shamir
Must sell

3 bedrooms
Sukkah

Parking & storage
Great views

2,500,000

CARMEI GAT

4 bedrooms

2 bathrooms
Excellent condition
Sukkah balcony
Parking

Storage

V2,450,000

JERUSALEM
e Old Katamon
* 4 bedrooms
¢ Sukkah balcony
e Elevator & storage
e Spacious & bright
e For renovation

4,600,000

HERZLIYA

Fully Renovated
3 bedrooms

1st floor

Close to IDC
Parking
Storage room

V4,750,000

MA'ALE ADUMIM
340 SQM

9 bedrooms

5 bathrooms

3 balconies
Sukkah
Swimming pool

V6,000,000

PRESALE OPPORTUNITIES:
Carmei Gat | Netanya
Tel Aviv | Jerusalem

A +972-54-441-5704

R

KimBashRealEstate.com @ =) g3
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“Turning Despair
into Hope” N\
,§ www.yeshezra.org Lite Lol

Director: Menachem Persoff

THIS WEEK: Needed NIS 5,000
to assist a poor young couple with
a 4-year-old child living in a
dilapidated one-room apartment
in a seedy neighborhood.

Website: www.yeshezra.org
Bank Transfer: Mercantile (17),
Branch 642, A/C 79747843

(Call Sara with ID for tax break)
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem

Credit Card:

Sara —058-530-9161

(Sun-Wed 10:30 - 14.00)

Donate with: JGive &

*Tax benefit available for donations according
to section 46a of the Israeli tax code

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff

050-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com

. - und
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <Y

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com

TUniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting af $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

N Flying Soon? |
%Trouel :it: Confidence ll’i‘b‘

Pinchus Klahr, MD
Rheumatology

US Board Certified / Misrad HaBriut recognized specialist
in all Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain
Conscientious “*American style” Care
Convenicntly located af
Refa Na Medical Center. Givat Shanl, Jersalem

052-713-2224

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100
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Men’'s Safrut [The Bais)
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner

7 Hartum Street,

2nd Floor

The Bais [for Men)

Semichat Chaver Program
Rav Elyada Goldwicht

@ Bet Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Keren Hayesod 5t

*The schedule is subject to change

Subscribe to our OU Israel
Whatsapp Community for all
information related to OU Israel
classes and programs, including
last minute schedule changes
and updates, by scanning

the QR Code above.

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS ARE
FOR MEN ONLY
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ESDAY 0U Israel is supported by the Jewish  P=SNEG_-
- FEB 'o Federation of Broward County w Federation

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher 5treet, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila P'shat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:15 AM 12:20 PM
Rambam: Letters & Introductions Unlocking the Messages of

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Chazal
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin St. Rechavia

9:15AM
Torah Tapestries with
Mrs. Shira Smiles

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men’s Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi David Fine

Weekly Kollel Boker-Instructors Rabbi lan Shaffer

include Rabbi Aschi Dick
Rabbi Avi Herzog

1:00PM- NEW/!!!

Maodiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick
Masamerica Offices, 28 Dam HaMacabbiim St,
3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm

7:30 PM Men's Safrut in MODIIN Rabbi Phil Schajer

7:30 PM Men's Safrut in BEIT SHEMESH Rabbi Elie Levi




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA

@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

9:15AM
Holy Poetry
Rabbi Dr. Aharon Adler

10:20AM

From Text to Tachlis

Rabbi Jeremy Perlow

(Rabbi Manning will resume Feb. 18)

11:25 AM

Mussar and Self Improvement:
A study of Rav Kook's sefer
Midot HaRayah

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

12:30 PM

Jews in the Middle Ages:
External Threats and Internal
Developments

Dr. Deborah Polster

SPECIAL EVENT:
7:00-9:30PM

Bat Mitzvah Tzniut and Body
Image Event [Beit Shemesh|)

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN ARNONA

@ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon,

11 Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

2:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM
Parashat Hashavua
Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:25 AM
Trailblazing the Text of Tanach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

12:20 PM
Modern Masters Rabbi 5am Shor

BET KNESSET OHEL YITZCHAK
@ Keren Hayesod Street

8:00 PM
Halachic Controversies
[the Bais) Rabbi Aschi Dick

DR OF;

#THEOUISRAEL

7:00-9:30PM
Bat Mitzvah Tzniut and Body
Image Event |Yerushalayim|




SHIUR SPONSORS

Sponsored by Rochelle Turetsky
for a refuah sheleima for

Rivka Leah bat Devorah Shoshana Raizel

Sponsored by Shulamit & Kim Isaacs

in memory of
Rivka Bat Avraham a”’h
DANAX N2 DA
on her yahrzeit

Dedicated I'refuat
Asher Zelig Eliezer Ben Liba

Sponsored by Batsheva Kantor
in memory of her husband

Dr Reuven Kantor ben Beryl Lib Halevi 2”1
who passed away on Feb 5th - 27th Shevat,

two years ago. A man with a pure heart
and Torah scholar. He is missed dearly
by all the family.

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year
l'llui nishmat: Daniel ben David z”I
and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a”’h,
and Mordechai ben Moshe z”I
and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus a’h,
zichronam livracha,
parents of Judy & Menachem Marcus

Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger
in loving memory of their parents
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and

Herbert & Leonore Shulman,
zichronam livracha

To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney
054-281-4604 or to donate online:

.ouisrael.org/dons

Sponsored for the 2025 academic year
nNWI 177
'7UT D77 2 A'7TIN”Y N'TINA N M

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nnwa 17'v7
'7°T AN'7W |2 210 DWI 2’V DANAN N2 DD

Sponsored by
The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Sponsored for the 2025-2026
academic year by
Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter for the
refuah shleimah of their granddaughter
Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic
year by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil
Families in memory of
Mel & Sylvia David z"I
7”1 ,0j727 N2MOI VNP DNNAN [A 7TID DN
7”1, 7TT'N QIR A7 A™IN N2 AR DX

Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year
by the Frist family in memory of
their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist z”I
'7°T IN'7T N2 XN'O VAW'NX

Dedicated anonymously for the
refuah shleima of Evelina bat Galina

Dedicated for the year in memory of
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham 2’|
by Robyn Pocker




QU ISRAEL

ATID BAKA
ROSH CHODESEES
ADAR ENVENT

Y 1L

e MONDAY FEB. 16
- @ 8PM
Minhal Kehilati (Matnas)

Yissachar 3, Baka

Details
Coming Soon!

PURI

king place =
Ever;tsoz?'-d I'?rael the week of Feb

in multiple locations

Mother-Daughter Mini-Shiur Kahoot Purim
Chavruta Learning Competition Art Project

y / %=

Chashmonaim (Rimon Shul) -Tuesday Feb 17
anughnluyim - Baka |:idi'_1ll'll'_15::l - !Sundcj'r Feb 27
Yerushalayim - Ramot (Ramatayim Tzofim) - Man Feb 23
Rehovot (Berman Shul] - Tuesday Feb 24

Pardes Chana (Klal Yisrael] -Wednesday Feb 25

Efrat - TED

Carmel Hanadiv - (Ulﬂllﬁn 1win) - TBD

Beit Shemesh (Carlebach) -TBD
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' CAMP DROR

OUF ISRAEL TR I 1M

e

More friends
|

More ruach

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION
FOR GRADES 5-10 8650 NIS

— = = = ——

P Contact Cindy for
more information:

campdror@ouisrael.org

+972502022085

e —

= ,
Bosh 6H0[1£3H,, DAR

Women's Seminar in Yerushalayim

REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES ~ REBBETZIN PEARL BOROW  RABBI MENACHEM NISSEL

Dirgctor, OU kol Wormen's Division Seuda Magilia Mishloach Manat/ Motanot Levyanim
Words of Introduction Secrets of the Seuda Esther: A True Heroine Something Fishy
About Adar

" | Tuesday, Feb. 17 Beit Knesset Hanasi 50 NIS
915 am - 1:00 pm Ussishkin 24 Brunch will be served

Register at: ouisrael.org/events/adar2026
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GET READY FOR : Fﬁ,

UNFORGETTABLE SUMME

ACHA

GIRLS GRADES 10-12 _

Wy fa e

QU AL

apTnnn
TR ENDT

Megillat Esther Beyond the Story

J J * | i A
BASYA TEITELBAUM  RACHEL SCHAUM LEAH FEINBERG
A Story We Never Finish oonon A Miracle Milestone:
Reading & Ri Purim

Beit Midrash Torani Leumi| GO MIS,
215 arn - 100 pm 5 Reuven Streat Brunch will b served

I: i ical Hallel by Register at:
) and Yecheved Kornfeld, q
R erislcal accompainienent by MBI _ouisrael.org/events/adar2026BS
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February22 Ffprat 19:00 |

February2s  Carmel Gat — 19:00 |

| February24 R44Nn4n4 19:00 |

March 5 ardes Hana  19:00

March8  Ch4Shmongim  19:00

March 9 Modiin 19:00

March12  GiVot Eden 19:30

March15  Tel Mond 19:30
Come meet Rabbi Kenny Follack, -'w-:ft «
Director of Camp Dror .i .. rescggt teor

Any questions? Contact Cindy
Campdror@ouisrael.org +972502022085



Torat Imecha c_:-\mg--_:

NACH YOMI

ISRAEL SIYUM
COME CELEBRATE

THE COMPLETION &
START A NEW CHAPTER

Join the OU Women’s Initiative to celebrate the third
Torat Imecha Nach Yomi Siyum.
Bring friends and family along for this milestone
in women’s learning.

FEATURING

Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman
Mrs. Sivan Rahav Meir
Rebbetzin Dafna Ber
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski

Wednesday, February 18th at 7pm

Nefesh B’ Nefesh
Yitzchak Rabin 10 n]

Jerusalem, lsrael ol
' Homen's
Ced o




GET READY FOR AN~
UNFORGETTABLE SUMME

'| ZHUBRAK

Expert
Accountin
Services - \e"

i
(g Y-S Income Tax = Quickbaoks Chezky Wasser  Ari Clark Sean Zhubrak
Return Filing Consulting CPA CPA CPA
[ Foreign Bank [@ Bookkeeping &
Reports (FBAR) Accounting Services

Connect With Us
m Zhubrak Clark & Wasser
[~] info@zewcpa.com
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\/ BADERECH

the Rhine River. I found him deeply engaged
° : R
TO LlSt e n in learning with his son and was welcomed as
a guest to sleep in their home. My heart could
& I I r not rest at night. My life’s destiny was hanging
e a in the balance...

I awoke before dawn. Hearing the sound of
Rebbe David Cohen, zy’a, the holy Nazir of  footsteps back and forth, I approached the room
Yerushalayim, was a profound from whence the sound emerged
spiritual seeker, mystic, and and came upon the Rav in the
scholar. Revered for his sensitivity midst of Birchos haShachar the
and gentle ways, the “Rav haNazir” morning blessings. The Rav was
was a lofty soul and ascetic, who reciting the Akeidah, the section
spent much of his life in medita- of davening recounting the sacri-
tion and dveykus. In 1915, while fice of Yitzchak in a most sublime,
studying at the University of Basel supernal melody.
for his PhD in Greek philosophy, My life then stood in the bal-
the young searcher heard that §# ance... I listened to him and was
the tzadik Rav Avraham Yitzchak abbi D avig Cohen zt"1 transformed; I turned into a new
haKohen Kook was in St. Galen. - the Nazir man. ... Thad found a master.”
The Rav haNazir describes their =————wmrw——mm—] ..

€ ¥4

momentous meeting in his introduction to Oros 1Y Yynwn
haKodesh, “The Lights of Holiness”: “And Yisro heard....” (Shemos, 18:1)
“Full of excitement, uncertainty and expec- Rashi explains that Yisro — the high priest of

tation, carrying a volume of Shaarei Kedushah, = Midian, the father in law of Moshe Rabbeinu,
‘Gates of Holiness’, by R’ Chaim Vital, Imade  and a spiritual seeker in his own right — heard
my way to the Rav after taking a mikveh in  of the great miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim and
Kriyas Yam Suf as well as the vicious attack of
Amalek. The Divine hand and hashgacha pratis
in these events was open and revealed for all
Mk A to see. While the voice of Hashem was audible
throughout the world, it was Yisro who “heard”
% pa\,éway and responded to the call, joining Klal Yisrael
and changing his destiny.
Our sedra contains the most important
Register: olimpaveway.com/all-events moment in human history, the Giving of the
O O @ @olimpaveway Torah, when we collectively declared Naaseh

1 SUNDAYS

Weekly Webinar
9 pm Israel/2 pm EDT
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v’nishma, “We will perform and we will listen.”
Our commitment to ‘perform’ Hashem’s com-
mands to the fullest is expressed as nishma;
not only will we fulfil them in action, we
will listen’ to them, understand and deeply
internalize their meaning. Philosopher and
street-ball legend Sidney Deane has pointed
out the critical difference between ‘listening’
and merely ‘hearing’: beyond the technical
auditory experience of sound-waves enter-
ing one’s ears, in Yiddishkeit, the modality of
“shema”, includes attention to the implications
behind the message.

The Revelation at Mount Sinai also included
the Torah sheh-b’al Peh, the ‘Oral Law’ trans-
mitted verbally, 1N non, “from mouth to
ear”. The Rav haNazir explains that the core
transmission language of Talmud Bavli is based
on different variations of the word shema. That
is, its didactic metaphors of instruction and
understanding are based not on seeing but on
hearing. A traditional teaching, for example, is
called Xnnynv), “that which was heard”, and
the Gemara often invites us to Ta shema, “come
and learn.” Talmudic discourses also include
phrases such as shema mina, “infer from this,”
ka-mashma lan, “it teaches us this,” and lo
shemiyah lei, “he did not agree.”

Rav Avraham Yitzchak haKohen Kook was
known as 170 nXN, “the Great Seer”, and
his holy disciple, the Rav haNazir, as ymwn
997N “the Great Listener”. The Rav haNazir
wrote extensively on Jewish mystical thought,
and advanced a doctrine toward the renewal
of prophecy in our age. His magnum opus, Kol
haNevuah, “The Voice of Prophecy” describes
the Torah as an account of our communication
with the Ribbono Shel Olam and opens with
Yeshayahu’s call to Am Yisrael: 129 D)X 01
071 112 037 NN DYDY NI WNY 2N
“Turn your ears and come to Me, listen and
your souls will live, And I will hew an eternal

BenZimra =

REAL ESTATE

The best deals in Jerusalem

FOR SALE

ARNONA CLOSE TO BAKA - 4 rooms, 88m,

third floor of modern building with Shabbat elevator,
renovated, balcony, master bedroom, quiet,

2 parking spots, storageroom, 3,820,000 NIS

RECHAVIA - Large 5 rooms, 125m, ground floor of
a stylish building, 2 balconies with possible exit to
garden, for renovation with great potential, high ceilings,
3 directions, mamad, Exclusive, 5,300,000 NIS

CLOSE TO OLD KATAMON (GANEI ZION)

Great 5 room apt, 120m, in a luxury building
with Shabbat elevator, 12m balcony, completely
renovated, large living room, master bedroom,
quiet, storage room, double parking, Exclusive,
6,150,000 NIS

CHARMING CORNER IN GERMAN COLONY

WITH GARDEN - Great 5 room apt, 180m, 140m
private garden, in a modern building, large living
room, master bedroom, bright, quiet, storage room,
private parking. RARE!

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem

Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

covenant with you” (55:3). Hashem is always
calling out to us, communicating with us. Our
responsibility is not just to ‘hear’ His command-
ments and instructions, but to actively listen to
the message of Divine communication.

This week, as we collectively ‘listen’ to the
re-reading of the sedra, may we hear the Divine
call along with Yisro, and open our hearts to
the prophetic call. And as the Rav haNazir
concludes his introduction to Kol haNevuah:
“May it be the Divine will that we be worthy of
the renewal of the holy, worthy of the rebirth
of our prophetic auditory spirit, through our
national revival in our Holy Land.”

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15-4pm
Wednesdays 12-3pm
no experience needed

-
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SHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

Yitro: Boshet and
Tzniut in Modern Israel

Despite modern commitments to equality
and universalism, different nations continue to
display distinct cultural and moral tendencies.
Peoples are shaped over time by shared habits,
values, and patterns of response that give each
society its particular character.

The Gemara in Yevamot describes our people
through three defining traits: compassion, the
performance of kindness, and bayshanut—a
capacity for embarrassment.

The first two traits are easy to admire. Com-
passion is a foundational virtue which opens
our hearts to the condition of those around us
and prevents emotional distance. It allows us to
enter the suffering of another, to feel sympathy
rather than observe pain from the safety of
detachment.

But compassion alone is incomplete. Feeling
for another does not yet repair what is broken.
We must also be capable of helping, of acting,
and of translating inner concern into concrete

DO YOU SUFFER FROM JOINT PAINT
“Stem Cells™
An in-office mini-liposuction can

provide the cells to treat this
condition naturally

(

FOR INFO: KNEE@SZMC.ORG.IL
WWW.DOCTORZINGER.COM/ARTHRITIS
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assistance. For some, compassion remains an
internal emotion, sincere but inert. Jewish char-
acter demands more. Rachmanut is meant to
flow outward into gemilut chasadim, into an
active desire to ease the burden of others and
to stand beside them in moments of need.
Dovid HaMelech disqualified the Givonim
from entering the Jewish people because these
traits were absent. Their city had been struck
during Shaul’s campaign, and they sought
redress. But instead of mercy or measured
justice, they demanded that seven of Shaul’s
descendants be publicly executed as retribution.
Detecting the absence of compassion and a glar-
ing deficiency of gemilut chasadim, he ruled that
they could not become part of the Jewish nation.
While the traits of compassion and gemilut
chasadim are self-evident, the third trait is
more confusing. We do not typically view the
capacity for embarrassment, or bayshanut, as a
healthy trait. In contemporary culture, shame is
treated as corrosive, something to be shed in the
pursuit of confidence and strong self-esteem.
Why would the ability to feel embarrassment
be considered a virtue? Isn’t shame precisely
what we are taught to avoid as we try to build
a healthy inner life and a stable sense of self?
BOSHET AT SINAI
Yet according to Chazal, shame is not a
pathology but an essential component of
healthy moral and religious identity. It was



not incidental to the revelation at Sinai but one
of its intended outcomes. Moshe tells us that
Hashem will speak to us from within the cloud,
YNONI N7 D)9 DY INRT MN NIYH—S
that fear of Him will be upon your faces, so that
you will not sin.”

Chazal are struck by the unusual phrasing.
Why should yirat Shamayim be described as
resting “on your face”? The Gemara in Berachot
explains that this refers to boshet. One who
experiences embarrassment—who feels
exposed before moral truth—is protected from
sin. Boshet is not incidental; it is a safeguard.

The encounter at Sinai was meant to generate
precisely this response. Standing directly before
Hashem was not only meant to inspire awe or
obedience, but to cultivate an inner sensitivity
and a quiet discomfort at the thought of moral
failure. The question, then, is not whether
shame belongs in religious life, but how to
define boshet in a way that is healthy rather
than harmful. How to distinguish between an
embarrassment that sharpens moral awareness
and a shame that diminishes us from within?

STANDING BEFORE HASHEM

Boshet stems from the recognition that
Hashem witnesses all our behavior. He is
always present. We are held accountable not
only for public actions but for choices made
in private. This awareness creates an inner
discomfort when we cross religious or moral
red lines. We are “seen” even when we imagine
ourselves hidden from public view.

On his deathbed, Rabban Yochanan ben
Zakkai told his students that he wished the
fear of Heaven would be as real to them as
the fear they feel before other people. Ideally,
yirat Shamayim should surpass fear of human
judgment and social impression. But Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakkai was realistic. He hoped, at
the very least, that we would behave in private
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with the same care we display in public.

Social awareness and concern for repu-
tation place guardrails around behavior we
might otherwise rationalize. In private, we
sometimes feel unencumbered, as though
no one is watching—despite the fact that we
are always visible to the Divine eye. Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakkai was urging his talmidim
to internalize that Divine scrutiny, so that even
unseen moments would be shaped by restraint
and responsibility.

This is the definition of healthy boshet: a
steady awareness of Hashem’s presence that
Pplaces quiet limits on our behavior and protects
us from sin.

TZNIUT

However, boshet rooted in the awareness of
Hashem’s presence goes far beyond avoiding
sin because someone is watching. It shapes our
overall deportment, even when no mitzvah
is being performed and no aveirah is being

4 KASHER
3 ME NOW

Pesach & r'h
year round: |

kitchen =
kashering *

(© 053-3725341
®© 02-6431427

OU ISRAEL CENTER 53



avoided. The question is not only what we do,
but how we carry ourselves. Do we project
our own personality outward, or do we feel
humbled by the Divine presence and act with
inwardness rather than self-projection?

That inwardness is what we call tzniut. Tzniut
is not limited to women or to questions of dress.
It applies equally to men and women and speaks
to a broader trait: not drawing undue attention
to yourself, not placing the self at the center. This
posture flows directly from the recognition that
Hashem is in the room. When He is present,
there is little space for the projection of human
talent or personality for its own sake.

When Moshe first encountered Hashem at
the sneh, his instinctive response was to hide
his face. He could not imagine asserting his
own identity while standing before such an
overwhelming Divine presence. Ideally, tzniut
grows from that same sense of boshet—from
the awareness that Hashem’s presence fills the
space. At Har Sinai, that presence was experi-
enced with such intensity that bayshanut became
embedded in our national consciousness.

This understanding of Hashem’s presence
as the foundation of tzniut also explains the
rare exception—moments when restraint
gives way to outward expression in the ser-
vice of Heaven. When Dovid HaMelech danced
with unrestrained energy as the Aron was
returned from the Pelishtim to Yerushalayim,
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his behavior seemed out of character with his
usual quiet dignity. This behavior drew the
sharp criticism of his wife.

Yet Dovid was not projecting himself. He was
not placing his own presence at the center.
His dancing was directed outward, toward
honoring Hashem, not toward drawing atten-
tion to his own personality. Because the focus
was entirely on kavod Shamayim, and not on
self-display, this behavior did not violate tzniut.
It expressed it.

AN AGE WITHOUT EMBARRASSMENT

The modern world has quietly but powerfully
eroded our capacity for boshet. Much of con-
temporary culture trains us not only to avoid
embarrassment, but to view it as a weakness.
When embarrassment is framed as something
to overcome rather than something to heed, its
moral function is slowly stripped away. Visibil-
ity is rewarded, and there is constant pressure
to project ourselves outward. Withdrawal,
concealment, and inwardness are treated not
as virtues, but as failures—signs of insecurity
or irrelevance.

Social media accelerates this shift. These
platforms are built around constant self-pre-
sentation: images are curated and moments
are shared not because they are meaningful,
but because they can be seen. When exposure
becomes routine and expected, embarrassment
no longer functions as a moral brake. The
instinct to pause, to ask whether something
should remain private, slowly erodes.

In a culture built on constant exposure,
boshet slowly disappears.

RETHINKING BOSHET IN ISRAEL

Life in Israel complicates the question of
boshet even further. For nearly two thousand
years, boshet seemed well suited to our condi-
tion. We had been exiled from Yerushalayim
after repeated failure before Hashem, and



Daniel’s words after the first destruction
became an enduring refrain of Jewish his-
tory: “019i0 NYa N N8N N 77"—To You,
Hashem, belongs righteousness, and to us,
embarrassment.”

History appeared to reinforce that posture.
We lived as a minority within foreign and often
hostile societies. Their values were alien, and
at times corrosive, to our religious beliefs and
practices. Humble withdrawal fit both our need
for cultural insulation and the deeper logic of
galut. Boshet functioned as a form of spiritual
self-protection, a quiet refusal to place ourselves
at the center of worlds that were not our own.

Now we have returned to Israel, and the
moral landscape has shifted. We are strug-
gling to build a Jewish State that asserts the
presence of Hashem and His people in history,
standing against foreign hostility and sustained
opposition. We act with Hashem as our partner,
carrying out His will as we attempt to redeem
history and settle the Land He promised us. In
such a setting, what exactly are we meant to be
embarrassed about? When Jews act bravely in
defense of His presence in this world, this does
not feel like a moment for withdrawal.

Like Dovid HaMelech dancing before the
Aron, there are times when restraint gives
way to visible action because the focus is not
self-projection but service of Hashem. This is
not a failure of tzniut. It is its transformation
under different conditions.

Moreover, our physical survival in this envi-
ronment seems to demand boldness rather than
shyness and confidence rather than hesitation.
Facing the odds arrayed against us, brazenness
often appears necessary. It can feel as though
the trait that defined us for generations has
lost some of its resonance.

The Gemara in Sotah teaches that as Mashi-
ach approaches, the world will be filled with
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chutzpah. This line is often read as a foreboding
warning about moral deterioration. It may also
allude to the courage and daring chutzpah that
will be required to stand firm against a world
that resists our return and our mission. This
gemara may be telecasting a shift from boshet
to a necessary daring.

In our moral and religious inner lives, we
must still cultivate boshet—the quiet awareness
of standing before Hashem—but in defending
Israel and advancing our national mission,
we are called to act with confidence, resolve,
and unembarrassed strength. Both should
emerge from the same source: an awareness
that we live in the presence of Hashem and
act in service of His will. In private and in our
inner religious lives, that awareness gives rise
to boshet and inwardness. In the public arena
of history and national defense, that very same
awareness demands confidence and resolve. |
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A Bridge
from Vision
to Values

YESHAYAHU 6:1-7:6; 9:5-6

How do we bridge the distance between
“UiTR VITR WiTR” and our daily obligations
of justice and righteousness? How do moments
of spiritual elevation translate into the choices
we make once the vision fades and life resumes
its ordinary rhythms? Yeshayahu’s haftorah
places these two worlds side by side, the soar-
ing holiness of the heavens and the grounded
demands of ethical responsibility, and insists
that they are meant to speak to one another.

The haftorah opens with a vision of stagger-
ing holiness. The heavens are filled with angels
calling to one another, “UiTR WiTR WiTR”, the
thresholds tremble, and even the physical space
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seems unable to contain the Divine presence.
It is an overwhelming encounter, one that is
mystical, awe-inducing, and deeply unsettling.
Confronted with such holiness, Yeshayahu
becomes acutely aware not only of his own
limitations, but of the moral fragility of the
society around him.

And yet, when Yeshayahu turns from vision
to future, the language shifts. The redemption
he describes is not framed in celestial or mysti-
cal terms, but in ethical ones. The long-awaited
leader is not introduced by supernatural feats
or spiritual ecstasy, but by the values that will
sustain his rule: ANX 72107 ...n7wn1N N2 MY”

“.NRTN2 VOYNI NTYOPThe future of the
nation will be secured not through moments
of inspiration alone, but through the consistent
exercise of justice and righteousness.

The Malbim highlights that mishpat and
tzedakah address two distinct needs. Mishpat
refers to law applied with clarity, structure,
and consistency. Tzedakah speaks to moral
sensitivity, to the ability to see the human being
standing before us and respond
with compassion. A society may
function with order yet lack
righteousness, or act generously
yet collapse without structure.
Redemption, Malbim explains,
depends on the careful integra-
tion of both.

Seen this way, the haftorah
traces a deliberate arc. Holiness
fills the heavens, but redemption
is realized on the ground. The
angels proclaim kadosh above,



but human beings are charged with translat- H E I F
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Mitzvot as Bridges:
Teaching Our Children
to Connect with Hashem

This week, our family is celebrating a very
special milestone — our son Netanel’s Bar
Mitzvah. As anyone who has planned a Bar
Mitzvah knows, the months leading up to it are
filled with excitement and activity — arranging
the celebration, preparing for guests, practicing
the leining, and managing countless details.
In the midst of it all, it’s easy to lose sight of
what this moment truly represents: Kabbalat
Ol Mitzvot — accepting the responsibility of
mitzvot and the privilege of living a life filled
with meaning and purpose.

In honor of Netanel’s Bar Mitzvah, I'd like to
share a few insights from the OU Israel Wom-
en’s Division Bat Mitzvah Program, which runs
in both Yerushalayim and Beit Shemesh. About
110 mothers and daughters are currently taking
part in this six-part journey, exploring what it
means to live a life of mitzvot, connection, and
responsibility.

In our recent session on Kabbalat Ol Mitz-
vot, participants heard the inspiring story of
a young ba’alat teshuva who chose to begin
keeping mitzvot at age twelve and visited a
bakery to perform Hafrashat Challah (one of
the mitzvot a girl can only do upon becoming
Bat Mitzvah). The mothers and daughters also
spent time learning through the sources and
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discussing the purpose of Mitzvot.

The conversation about the meaning of Mitz-
vot is one that belongs in every Jewish home, so
I'wanted to share some of these ideas for you to
bring to your Shabbos table or to discuss with
your children whenever the opportunity arises.

We often think of the word mitzvah as com-
ing from the root ¥ — a command. But some
point out another root within the word: xnny,
meaning connection. As Rabbi Natan of Breslov
writes in Likutei Halachot, “The word mitzvah
means connection, from the root tzavta and
chibur, for through every mitzvah a person
connects and attaches himself to Hashem.”

This teaches us that mitzvot are not only
obligations — they are opportunities for
closeness. This applies both to mitzvot we
enjoy and to those we find difficult.

In Pirkei Avot we learn:

NI P2 WITPN NN IR NWRY 127N 020
MY NN DY 1270 7209 ORI DX MO

Hashem desired to bring merit to the Jewish
people and therefore gave them many mitzvot.
The simple understanding is that Hashem gave
us numerous mitzvot to provide us with many
opportunities to earn reward.

The Rambam, in his commentary on this
Mishnah, explains that because there are so



many mitzvot, it is impossible for a person to
go through life without fulfilling at least one
of them perfectly. Through that one mitzvah
done with complete sincerity and devotion, a
person merits Olam Haba.

This is a beautiful idea to discuss around the
Shabbos table. Ask your children (and your-
selves) - if you could choose one mitzvah to
be your “special mitzvah,” the one you would
strive to perfect and make your own, which
would it be? Every person should aim to make
at least one mitzvah “their mitzvah” — the mitz-
vah through which they express their unique
love and devotion to Hashem.

At the same time, it’s equally important to talk
with our children about the mitzvot that are
difficult. Every person has certain mitzvot that
feel especially challenging, and those struggles
themselves hold tremendous spiritual potential.
Rather than skipping or resenting them, we
can use them as opportunities to deepen our
connection with HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

As Pirkei Avot (5:23) teaches: 7K X1 X1 )2
RIDR XIWY D109 - — “The greater the effort, the
greater the reward.” Why should the harder
mitzvot bring greater reward? Because the
struggle itself reveals our love. We can illustrate
this idea to our children in the following story -

Chana loved her mother very much. Her mother
was always doing so much for her —- making
delicious dinners, buying her new clothes, and

spending quality time with her. One day, Chana’s
mother asked her to clean her room. Chana really
didn’t understand why her mother wanted her
to do that. She liked living in a messy room so
why should she clean it? And besides, it was
super messy and would take hours to clean and
she really didn’t feel like it. But she thought for
a moment and decided to do it anyway — as a
way to show her mother how much she loved her.

You can discuss with your children that just
like Chana shows her love for her mother by
doing the thing that is the most difficult for
her, when we choose to do Mitzvot that are
very hard for us, these are the most special
Mitzvot. These are the mitzvot that we don’t
do just because they’re fun or we connect to
them. These are the mitzvot that we do simply
because Hashem said to do them, and we love
Hashem and want to do what He asked of us.

By discussing this concept with our children
when they have difficulty getting up for shul or
waiting between meat and milk, these moments
can become lessons in turning struggle into
connection.

In conclusion, one of our greatest privileges
as parents is helping our children see mitzvot
not as burdens but as bridges, as opportunities
to connect to Hashem. May we all continue to
grow in our simchah shel mitzvah (joy in serv-
ing Hashem) and may our children embrace
their mitzvot with pride, purpose, and love. &
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Rav Kook: In His Image
and Human Dignity g e

“When the obligation to honor God (kevod
Shamayim) is grasped in an enlightened man-
ner, it raises the worth of man and the worth
of all creatures, filling them with largeness of
spirit combined with genuine humility... It is
for this reason that the sages declared that
the dignity of every person (kavod habriyot)
is so important that it supersedes a negative
precept of the Torah (Berachot 19b). Thus,
we learn that an enlightened conception of
kevod Shamayim engenders as its beneficent
by-product the principle of human dignity.”

(Midot HaRa’aya, Kavod, piska #1)

In the above passage, Rav Kook addresses
the concept of kavod—honor or dignity—and
teaches that the honor and dignity we must
ascribe to every human being has its source in
the honor and dignity that stem from God Him-
self. It is noteworthy that the Torah begins not
with mitzvot, but with the creation of humanity:
“Be’tzelem Elokim”—man was created in the
image of God (Bereshit 1:27). Everything else
follows from this profound truth.

Every human face I encounter—including
my own reflected in the mirror—bears divine
fingerprints. The kavod intrinsic to God is,
therefore, intrinsic to every human being.

THE LAW OF KAVOD HABRIYOT

The Talmud takes the spiritual concept of

kavod habriyot and gives it practical expression
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in halachic terms. A striking passage reveals
Judaism’s radical commitment to human dig-
nity: “Human dignity is so great that it over-
rides negative commandments in the Torah”
(Berachot 19b). It is breathtaking to consider
that within a legal system centered on divine
law, human dignity can, at times, supersede
explicit prohibitions.
KAVOD HABRIYOT
AND THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

The notion of kavod habriyot is rooted in

the belief that every Jew bears the imprint of

tzelem Elokim, the
r_ -~ divine image. Rabbi
%"} Herschel Schachter,
¥ the eminent posek
- of Yeshiva Univer-
sity, cites the Meiri’s
introduction to his
commentary on the
Talmud, where he
quotes a Midrash
describing the two tablets brought down by
Moshe from Mount Sinai. Each tablet contained
five commandments, arranged in parallel.
The first commandment, which estab-
lishes the existence of God, parallels the
sixth, the prohibition against murder. The
connection, Rav Schachter explains, lies in
the fact that every human being is endowed

Rabbi Hershel Schachter



with a spark of Godliness. To take a human
life is, in effect, to deny the reality of God.
This idea forms the basis of kavod habriyot.
(YUTorah, Tircha D’Tzibbur, Kavod Habriyot
and Kavod HaMeit)

RAV CHAIM SHMULEVITZ’S SHMUESS

Rav Chaim Shmulevitz, famed for his pow-
erful shmuessen (mussar talks) in the Mir
Yeshiva of Jerusalem, addressed the subject
of kavod habriyot with exquisite sensitivity.
In one memorable address, delivered orally
to his students, he began by citing the opening
verses of Sefer Devarim. Moshe Rabbeinu,
nearing the end of his life, prepares to rebuke
the Jewish people. He alludes to the sin of the
Golden Calf and the episode of the spies who
delivered an evil report.

Strikingly, Moshe mentions neither sin
explicitly. This seems puzzling. Would it not
have been more effective to state the offenses
clearly? Rashi provides a powerful answer:
Moshe avoided naming the sins outright
“mipnei kevodan shel Yisrael”—in order to
preserve the dignity of the Jewish people (Rashi,
Devarim 1:1).

In other words, even when delivering rebuke,
Moshe carefully measured his words so as not
to shame the people unnecessarily. The dignity
of each individual—and of the community as a
whole—is sacred. Embarrassment, even in the
service of moral instruction, must be minimized
whenever possible. (Artscroll, Sichos Mussar,
trans. Klugman and Scheinman, pp. 240-241)

Rav Chaim then shared one of his most star-
tling examples of kavod habriyot, drawn from
the story of Bilaam. God Himself protected the
dignity of even a person as wicked as Bilaam,
described by the Sages as the patriarch of evil
(see Avot 5:19 and Rabbeinu Yonah).

Rashi notes that the donkey who rebuked
Bilaam died immediately afterward, so that
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people would not point and say, “This is the
donkey that rebuked Bilaam and left him
speechless.” Allowing the donkey to remain
alive would have perpetuated Bilaam’s humilia-
tion, which would have violated the principle of
kavod habriyot. Therefore, it died. (bid., p. 241)

Finally, Rav Chaim emphasized a crucial
point—perhaps the most important of all, par-
ticularly in our daily interactions. Kavod hab-
riyot does not merely require refraining from
insulting or degrading others. One is obligated
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to actively enhance and magnify the honor of
one’s fellow human being. We must recognize
the immense potential inherent in every per-
son. A human being, created in the image of
God, can reach heights far beyond our imagi-
nation. It is this inherent loftiness that obligates
us to the highest standard of kavod habriyot.
(Ibid., pp. 242-243)
REB ARYEH BEAUTIFIES A MITZVAH

A beautiful story is told about the tzaddik of
Jerusalem, Rav Aryeh Levin, which captures
this lesson vividly. In the days following Yom
Kippur, Rav Aryeh went to purchase an etrog
for Sukkot. Like many Jerusalemites, he went to
Meah Shearim to carefully select a prized fruit.

Rav Aryeh entered a shop, the shopkeeper
showed him an etrog, and Rav Aryeh glanced
at it briefly and asked to buy it. He paid and
hurried out. A young man who witnessed
the scene was surprised. Unlike others who
examined numerous etrogim for the slightest

N\
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blemish, Rav Aryeh had purchased the first one
he was shown.

The young man followed him and asked
respectfully, “Why does everyone carefully
inspect many etrogim, while you, Rav Aryeh,
took only a quick look and rushed out?”

“You ask a good question, my precious boy,”
Rav Aryeh replied. “Everyone knows that there
are two mitzvot the Torah commands us to
beautify. One is the etrog, as it says, ‘Take for
yourselves a fruit of a beautiful tree.” The other
is ‘vehadarta pnei zaken’—to honor the elderly.

“I'had to decide which mitzvah should take
precedence. I am on my way to a dental office to
retrieve dentures belonging to an elderly man
in a nursing home. Without them, he cannot
eat properly. If I lingered over the etrog, I might
miss the bus and delay returning his teeth. God
willing, he will be able to eat his meal tonight
with dignity, like a proper human being.”

With that, Rav Aryeh apologized and rushed
off to catch the bus. (Tablet, Reb Aryeh’s Etrog,
Haim Be’er)

Rav Aryeh teaches a profound lesson in
sensitivity. When weighing competing mitz-
vot, he determined that preserving a person’s
dignity and self-worth takes precedence over
ritual beautification. The inner beauty of the
human soul, created in God’s image, demands
our utmost care.

CHAIM THE MISFIT

The following humorous story sheds light
on the importance of valuing every individual.

In a small Eastern European shtetl, the com-
munity faced a dilemma. The Torah portion
containing the tochacha—the rebukes and
curses—was approaching, and no one wished
to be called up for that aliyah. Even the rabbi
and the baal koreh, who traditionally received
it, declined. The congregation regarded it as a
bad omen to recite blessings over such harsh



verses.

After much deliberation, the leaders devised
a plan. They would ask Chaim, the town misfit,
who rarely attended synagogue, to take the
aliyah. They even offered him a few rubles
to ensure he would come and accept. Chaim
readily agreed.

On Shabbat morning, prayers began, but
Chaim was nowhere to be seen. Anxiety
mounted as the service progressed. The Torah
was taken out, and still he had not arrived.
Suddenly, just as panic set in, the door burst
open and Chaim ran inside.

“I'm here!” he announced. “Ready for my
aliyah!”

The rabbi approached him and asked, “Why
are you so late?”

Chaim replied, “Do you think you’re the only
synagogue reading the tochacha today? This is
my third Torah reading this morning.”

Perhaps this humorous vignette reminds us
to ask ourselves whether we truly recognize the
tzelem Elokim in every person—even those we
are tempted to dismiss.

LIFE LESSONS

¢ When we disagree with others, we must
never allow differences of opinion to
become dislike of the person.

*  Learn to perceive and be sensitive to the
tzelem Elokim present in every human being.

¢ Change something in your home to
make it kinder and more welcoming—a
place where every guest feels valued and
respected. m

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org ata special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.
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I (a woman) noticed after finishing
Mincha that it was two minutes after the earliest
time to daven Mincha, so I must have started
Shemoneh Esrei (=SE) before the time. Should
Irepeat SE?

Earliest Mincha time on our halachic
calendars is a half hour after chatzot (astronom-
ical midday). Since the three tefillot relate to
morning, afternoon, and night, we would have
expected Mincha to begin at chatzot. The reason
it does not is critical to answering your question.

One gemara (Yoma 28b) reports that Avra-
ham davened Mincha right after chatzot and
wonders why in the Beit Hamikdash they never
slaughtered the afternoon korban until a half
hour later. One of the gemara’s answers is that
Avraham was an expert in knowing when it
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was chatzot, whereas others wait a half hour to
make sure it is afternoon. The Magen Avraham
(233:1) learns from here that fundamentally
the earliest time for Mincha is chatzot, and our
practice of waiting a half hour is precautionary.

Another gemara (Berachot 26b) writes cate-
gorically that the earliest first starting time of
Mincha (Mincha Gedola) is 6.5 hours (i.e., half
an hour after chatzot), which corresponds to the
earliest afternoon korban of the year (Mincha
Ketana is at 9.5 hours into the day, the usual
time of the korban). One reconciliation of the
gemarot is that Yoma follows the approach that
the tefillot were modeled after the patriarch’s
tefillot and that Berachot follows the approach
that they are modeled after the korbanot, i.e.,
never before 6.5 hours (Magen Gibborim 233:1).

Conceptually, the Magen Avraham (ibid.) saw
the extra half hour as a precaution, according
to which we would expect that if one acciden-
tally davened during the half hour he would be
yotzei. Yet, he infers from the Shulchan Aruch
(Orach Chayim 233:1) that since he views Min-
cha Gedola itself as b’di’eved, before 6.5 hours
must be totally invalid. The Pri Megadim (ad
loc.) counters that there could be three levels:
optimal- Mincha Ketana; less than optimal-
Mincha Gedola; b’di’eved- during the half hour.

The Mishna Berura (233:2) suggests that if
we wait a half hour due to concern for mistake,
we should treat someone who davened then
like one who is unsure if he davened properly,
who does not need, according to the basic law,
to daven again (see Be’ur Halacha 107:1). How-
ever, he also raises the following reason not to
be yotzei b’di’eved. Irrespective of the original



Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad.
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU lIsrael’s Torah Tidbits.

ORTHODOX
UNION 735
Enhancing Jewish Life

reason for adding the half hour, once it was set,
prior to that time is simply and fully the wrong
time (Sha’ar Hatziyun 233:6). This approach
finds expression in the opinion that during this
half hour, one can even daven Shacharit (see
Mishna Berura 89:7). The Mishna Berura does
not resolve the question whether one who dav-
ened Mincha during the half hour must repeat
Mincha. (If one chose to do so, she might make
a condition that if she was already yotzeit, the
second tefilla is a nedava (see opinions in Ishei
Yisrael 27:(9)).)

We now turn to your case’s specific details.
The fact that you ended SE at the right time
does not help. Although a minority opinion
holds that if one starts SE at the right time, he
is yotzei even if he finishes after the end point,
that is because the beginning may have special
importance (see Aruch Hashulchan, OC 110:5).
The end does not have such importance!

What is helpful is that your case occurred
in early winter. It is not clear whether the half
hour is a sha’ah zemanit or 30 minutes on the
clock (see Sha’ar Hatziyun 233:8), and most
calendars are machmir in both directions.
Therefore, you started before the end of the
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30 minutes, but after half of a winter sha’ah
zemanit. Your being a woman might call
for slight leniency. Women are obligated in
tefilla, but some say that once a day suffices
(see Mishna Berura 106:4). Even if you daven
Mincha regularly, this doubt can be added to
the others.

Most poskim rule that one who davened
Mincha during the half hour after chatzot was
yotzei (see Ishei Yisrael 27:5; Tefilla K’hilchata
3:39). This is clearer in your case due to the
additional indications.
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Among the concluding chapters of Divrei
HaYamim we learn of two unique Pesach cel-
ebrations conducted within approximately
one hundred years of one another. The first
was celebrated by Hizkiyahu and the second
by his great-grandson, Yoshiyahu, two kings of
Yehuda noted for their exceptional righteous-
ness and attempts to effect a national Teshuvah
movement.

In the very first year of his reign, Hizkiyahu
introduced a program of spiritual rehabilita-
tion, including the purification and restoration
of the Beit HaMikdash, which had been defiled
by idolatry and largely abandoned by a popu-
lace that had yielded to the temptation of other
forms of worship.

The work of clearing and purifying the Mik-
dash began on Rosh Chodesh Nissan, and took
over two full weeks - the work was completed
on the sixteenth of that month. The sixteenth!
What happened to the Korban Pesach, which
was required to have been offered in the late
afternoon of the fourteenth? When the Kohanim
came to Hizkiyahu to tell him that the work
was completed, he initiated a celebration that
included korbanot numbering in the thousands,
accompanied by the musical instruments of
David HaMelech, but no mention is made of
the Korban Pesach. Only after the celebration is
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complete do we find a decision being rendered
to celebrate Pesach in the following month, a
move the Talmud tells us was not approved by
the Sanhedrin. We might be justified in think-
ing that what we have here is a celebration of
Pesach Sheini, as described in the Torah; how-
ever, the mitzvah of Pesach Sheini is for one day
only; the Pesach celebrated by Hizkiyahu and
the nation lasted for a full seven days!

There are two salient features of this Pesach
celebration: The first is the sub-par level of
spiritual exactitude. Pesach was celebrated at
the wrong time and by people who were not
in an ideal spiritual state. Many of those who
joined the celebration, especially the refugees
from the northern kingdom, had not had time
for ritual purification before partaking of the
Korban Pesach. With the clear lack of Kedushah
Vv’taharah, it’s very possible that expectations
were low for a meaningful Pesach. Perhaps this
is why there is such emphasis on the rejoicing
following Hizkiyahu’s prayer and Hashem’s
acceptance of this sub-par Pesach observance.
Simcha becomes the second defining element
of this Pesach.

The people were overjoyed that Hashem had
accepted even their imperfect observance of
Pesach as an expression of their sincere desire
to renew their relationship with Him. At the
core of these verses we find that Hashem had
done the unexpected - He acquiesced to the
prayer of Hizkiyahu and pardoned the people,
going beyond the letter of the law as a special
favor to His beloved nation.

After Hizkiyahu’s death, under the leader-
ship of his son and grandson, Menashe and



Ammon, the nation sunk to new lows, defiling
the Mikdash once again with idols and impurity.
Yoshiyahu ben Ammon was an outlier - he was
a righteous king, a throwback to the time of his
ancestor David HaMelech. At his initiative, a
program of restoration was instituted in the
Mikdash, and once again it was cleaned and
purified. At the culmination of the rededication
of the Mikdash, Yoshiyahu instructed the nation
to celebrate Pesach.

In stark contrast to the Pesach of Hizkiyahu,
this Pesach was observed in strict accordance
with the law. While we might think of the two
celebrations in one breath, given the chronolog-
ical proximity and the similarity of the broad
circumstances, they were in essence quite
different from one another. Each highlighted
a different path toward Avodat Hashem. Hiz-
kiyahu emphasized purity of intention and the
emotional, prayerful aspect of worship, while
Yoshiyahu emphasized strict adherence to the
letter of the law.

Sadly, while both of these celebrations were
intended to mark new beginnings, they were
followed by backsliding into sinfulness, and the
spiritual renaissance fueled by each of these
exceptional kings dissipated quickly as the path
toward the destruction of Yerushalayim and the
Beit Hamikdash gained momentum.

The key to the message of these celebrations
lies at the heart of a passage following yet
another Pesach celebration in Tanach, that
foreseen by the Navi Yehezkel which will be
celebrated in the future Mikdash. Yehezkel
teaches that on the holidays, when the people
come before Hashem, they should leave the
Sanctuary by the gate opposite the one through
which they entered (Yehezkel 46:9).

In order for religious inspiration to leave a
permanent impact on our psyche, we have to
be inherently changed by the experience that
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offered the inspiration. If we’re the same person
coming out of the Mikdash as we were going in,
that which took place therein is stripped of its
meaning. The Pesach celebrations of Hizkiyahu
and Yoshiyahu were regarded as so extraordi-
nary as to be digressions from the “normal” way
of the world, impossible to carry forward into
daily life. The people enjoyed them, but were
not, in essence, changed by them, and quickly
regressed into their patterns of sinfulness.

As we approach the conclusion of the current
cycle of Nach Yomi and prepare for a new begin-
ning, let us ensure that our religious experience
does not become stagnant but is a constant
source of energy and renewed excitement.
May our learning continue to serve as a source
of inspiration, and may we strive to unify the
simcha and enthusiasm with which we perform
the mitzvot together with the strict observance
of the mitzvah itself. In doing so may we has-
ten the rebuilding of the Mikdash, ushering in
a celebration of Pesach the likes of which we
have never yet been privileged to experience.

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
Department chairperson and New Teacher
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of
the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi series,
currently in its third cycle, women scholars deliver
a daily shiur on the books of Prophets (Neviim)
and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a chapter
a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners of all
levels who would like to participate in the two-
year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU Women’s
Initiative to register for additional content.
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Axbna N
Angel Realty W

For Sale in Efrat
Zayit:

2,790,000 NIS
Zayit:

1,935,000 NIS

Zayit:

3,180,000 NIS
Dekel:

2.5M

Dagan:

3.690.000 NIS
Dekel:
4.500.000 NIS
Te'ena: 3.290.000 M
For Sale in Kfar Eldad
1,840,000 NIS

74 TORAH TIDBITS 1647 / YITRO

But let’s be honest - with kindness and with
truth: that story simply isn’t accurate.

We all know people who married young
who are stunning and people who married
young who aren’t. People who are easygoing
and people who are very difficult. People who
were deeply emotionally aware, and people
who were still quite childish. They didn’t “earn”
marriage by being better. They were *blessed*.
Hashem opened that door early for them.

And many of the people who have been
single for years? They’ve done *so much
work*. More reflection. More growth. More
self-awareness. More humility. More courage.
More tefillah. They have sat in discomfort, faced
rejection, invested in therapy and coaching,
learned communication skills, healed wounds,
and kept their hearts open - again and again.

Therapy and coaching are incredible tools,
and yes, we encourage everyone to use them,
single or married. But getting married early
is not proof of superior emotional health. And
staying single longer is not proof that something
is “wrong.”

Shidduchim are not a merit badge.

They are not a personality test.

They are not a reward for good behavior.

*Hashem makes shidduchim.*

Full stop.

Hashem can choose different paths for dif-
ferent souls. Some are given an easier road to
building a home. Others are chosen for a far
more challenging journey - one that requires



strength, patience, and faith that others can’t
even imagine.

So instead of judging, hinting, diagnosing, or
offering unsolicited “advice,” here’s what to do:

Be there.

Give chizuk.

Speak with respect.

And most importantly: *set them up*

Not as a favor.

Not as pity.

But as partners with Hashem in helping
another Jew build a bayit ne’eman b’Yisrael.

Because the greatest measure of our char-
acter isn’t how quickly we got married, but
how we show up for others while they’re still
waiting. B

Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

O,

[8] en.shagririm.org.il
3 0585323242

~

GRTHAROX JCT MIZRACHI

——

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

Jonathan Rosenblum, prm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care
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GabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

Brand-new &7 sqm in a boutique building, 2 beds, 1 bath,
accessible, parking & storage. Excellent value for an
oversized 2-bedroom minutes from Baka! Call for more info

New Price! 93 SQM renovated apartment in a brand-
new, fully accessible building. 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
underfloor heating, and a balcony with an amazing view!

New Price! Rare family home, spacious 200 sgm, 55 sqm
garden, 6 raoms (Large Saferoom), 3.5 bath. Private
entrance, Parking, opt. for guest unit, best location!

Stunning newly renovated 3-room, 2-bathroom apartment
with access to parking in a beautiful Jerusalem stone
building. Asking: 3,650,000 NIS

Coming Soon, A brand new development By The Same
Developers As Park 8 & Hamesila! Located next to Emek
Refaim, a brand-new, 93 SQM 3-bedroom apartment with
a safe room, balcony, parking, and storage in a high-spec
building! Asking: 3,750,000 NIS

Rothstein Heights, Beit Shemesh
Maove-in ready! 110 sqgm oversized 3 bedroom, 2.5 haths.
Upgraded finishing with the most spectacular view of the
nature preserve. 20 SQM Terrace with a partial Sukkah,
parking & storage. Amazing deal in Beit Shemesh!

Yehuda Hamacabi, Zayit, Efrat
JUST LISTED! Duplex panthouse in the heart of Zayit,
minutes fram the Zayit Mall. 5 Bedrooms, 2 baths, 3 balconies
storage, and beautiful views. Asking NIS 3,180,000

Pitom Haketoret, Zayit, Efrat

JUST LISTED! Beautiful cottage, 274sqm, 6 bedrooms, 4
baths, denfplay area, a room behind the kitchen, laundry
room, and a large garden. Contact us for more info!

Private House! Amazing stand-alone house with a huge
wrap-around garden, 11 bedrooms, 8 baths, 372 SOM
built on an almost 800 SQM lot! Contact us for mare info!

.P.QN
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0K, WE'RE LIVE IN FIVE...

0K, MEL, WE'VE GOT A BIG BROADCAST, FOUR... THREE... TWO...

Triyon L¥.

GOOD EVENING, THANK YOU FOR:
JOINIMG US TONIGHT, I'M MEL O°NCOLLY WITH
THE TOP ITEMS OF TODAY'S NEWS:

& works and
cartoaniat

www.&etbateps.com

1M AN UNPRECEDENTED AIR-TRAFFIC
CONTROL IKCIDENT AT BEN GURION
AIRPORT, DOZENS OF FLIGHTS HAVE
BEEW SUSPENDED DUE TO AN
ESCAPED EML RUKNING LODSE ON
THE RUNWAYS,

THE EMU IN QUESTION, ANSWERING T0 UH, MEL...
THE HAME OF "OVADIA®, SEEMS TO
HAVE BROKEN OUT OF THE RAMAT GAK
SAFARI AND APPEARS TO BE RALING UP
AND DOWN THE RUNWAYS, ALLEGEDLY,
GIVING THE DCCASIONAL CALL OF
"MEEP-MEEP.”

DID HE JUST ADD
“BARUCH HASHEM ™2 )

OH-SITE WILDLIFE EXPERTS FROM THE l
SAFARI NOTE THAT OVADIA SEEMS TO FIND,
THIS FUNKY.

THANK THE GOOD LORD.

=]
ABOUT A RUNHAWAY
EMU?!

WELL, THERE'S NO STOPPIKG HIM
NOW, WE'RE BROADCASTING
LIVE...

1T DOES SAY “GLORY HALLELDYA!!™
WHAT 15 G0ING OM...7

GEI THE NEWS EDITOR ON
THE PHONE...

Y0, DORON? DID YOU
J EDIT THE NEWS TODAY?

JUST READ WHAT IT SAYS
OM THE TELEPROMPTER, AS
YOU ALWAYS DO,

AND IF THAT'S NOT WORTH A FULL HALLEL,
| DON'T KNOW WHAT 15...

AIRPORT AUTHORITIES ARE TRYING
TO CALM THE THOUSANDS OF
FRUSTRATED COMMUTERS FILLING
THE BOARDING BATES, BY
INVITING THEM TO LODK AT THE
FURNY SIDE OF THINGS BY
SCREENING LOONEY - TUNES,
RERUNS.

REPORTS ON SOCAIL MEDIA SHOW
THAT IT'S NOT WORKING.

GLORY, HALLELUYA.

THAT DOES IT!

DEATH, DODM AND DESTRUCTION
CONTINUE TO SWEEP ACRDSS
THE GLOBE, YIPPEE AND
“THANK YOU, HASHEM",
AS CHOCOLATE-SPREAD
PRICES CONTINUE TO RISE
INDEFINITELY....

WE'LL BE Rl
AFTER THESE
ADVERTISMENETS...0

OLE!



VOU TALE T HIM, REL!
TELL Hiw THAT WE'RE ALL
BELIEVING JEWS OW THIS
RETWORK, BUTIF, IN THE
COURSE OF THIS BROADCAST
THE 600D LORD...

2|5 MENTIONED OWCE MORE,
WE SHALL MOVE THE MAN
(LOSER TO HIM...

PLAYING AT, EDITING
THE HATIONAL HEWS?

WHAT D'YOU MEAN "DOROW
HAD A SPRAWED EYELASH AND
ASKED YO0 TO COVER FOR WM™

WO, IDON'T (ARE AT THIS VERY
MOMENT WHY YITRD'S ARRIVAL
PRECEDES THE GIVING OF THE TORAH
AT MOUNT SINAIY

¢ 1JUST WANT T0...

THIS CHAKNEL'S JOB 1S TO TELL PEOPLE
WHAT'S GOING ON! DRY, BARE FALTS!
THE SPIRITUAL INTERPRETATION CAN
WAIT FOR YOUR OWH CHAKNEL!

WERY WELL...

HE SAID THAT AT THE TIME OF

ALL EXCEPT YITRO... HE ALONE REALISEDS

HE JUMPED UP AND CHANGED HIS
LIFE FOREVER...

YITRO WASTERED OUT FOR 6-0'S WORD!

BENTZI SAID MOST PEQPLE FIND
THE NEWS DEPRESSING... IT DRAINS

THEM OF HDPE.

GOODBYE, THEN.

.T
e

1
mi

YEAH, (OULD BE, BUT

THE EXDDUS, THE WHOLE THAT THE NEWS IS ACTUALLY 6-0° THAT'S THE INTRO TO MOUNT SINAI WERE BACK ON 1IVE AT
WORLD WATCHED THE NEWS... HAND, TALKING TO US THROUGH THE WILLINGNESS TO HEAR G-D'S Rteer Two
= REALITY... MESSAGE T0 US!

WELCDME BALK, VIEWERS.
RECENT EVENTS HAVE
SPARKED MAJOR PROTESTS

NATIONWIDE TODAY, AS A
DISAPPOINTED PUBLIC
4 TAKES TO THE STREETS...

-..MAYBE IT°5 OUR JOB TO TELL OUR
VIEWERS HOT OHLY WHAT HAPPENS IN
THE WORLD, BUT ALSD TO SHOW THEM
HOW IT°S AL G-D7S HAND, LEADING U5
'\_‘]-'E THE IRREVERSIBLE REDEPTION?

BUT EVRYONE JUST TURNED THE

PAGE OF THEIR HEWSPAPER

AND WENT 0K WITH THEIR
LIVES... 1

THAT'S FASCINATING, MEL,
BUT WHAT'S THAT GOT TO
DO WITH DUR PRIME TIME
MEWS HERE?

-
ON THAT HOTE, TZIYON T.V. NEWS WOULD
LIKE INVITE QUR VIEWERS T0 JOIN LS IN A

JOYOUS SONG AND DANCE OF HOPE AND FAITH...

.. HOWEVER, VIEWERS ARE ADVISED TO

)
REMEMBER THAT 6-D IS WITH US!. OH, TIMES UP:
-

WELL, THAT CONCLUDES OUT

T0 TAKE ENCOURNGEMENT FROM THE BROADCAST FOR TONIGHT...

COUNTLESS SUCCESSES AND MIRACLES /
HE HAS GRANTED US RECENTLY...

Tziyon L.v.

m Vews

...AND TO BELEIVE THAT HE HAS A ”HAT\!A HA—G}—I.A,&!-HA,;"

PLAN, AND IT'S ONLY FOR QUR GOOD!




TORAH 4 TEENS

RABBI SHLOMO RAYMAN
BEIT SHEMESH DIRECTOR

PROPHECY TO THE PEOPLE:
YITRO’S NOVEL IDEA

One of the first things I learned as a com-
mander in the IDF is the importance of dele-
gating jobs to other people. Why do something
yourself if you can get others to do it? It is one of
the most obvious and intuitive responsibilities
of any leader.

In Parashat Yitro, we find Moshe working
himself to exhaustion as the nation’s sole judge.
When Yitro advises him to delegate, we must
wonder: why didn’t Moshe think of this him-
self? Delegation seems like such an obvious
solution to a heavy workload.

Perhaps there is something deeper going on
here behind the scenes.

Moshe believed that interpreting God’s will
required prophecy. To Moshe, God’s laws were
a divine mystery that only a prophet could
relay. He assumed no one else was qualified
to determine God’s intent in a dispute.

Yitro’s chiddush (innovation) was that human
intelligence can internalize divine wisdom. He
taught Moshe to show the people the derech of
the Torah-to teach them a framework of Torah
that isn’t just a set of arbitrary rules, but a system

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418
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humans can understand and extrapolate from.

Yitro revealed that the Torah is not meant to
stay “in Heaven.” By teaching the underlying
principles, Moshe could empower others to
apply God’s will using their own judgment. This
transformed the Torah from a series of prophetic
decrees into a living “way of life” accessible to all.

Torah doesn’t belong to the prophets; it
belongs to each and every one of us. Through
hard work and creativity, we can learn the
Torah system and connect our human minds
to the divine wisdom of the Torah.

ARIEL ROSENSWEIG
11™ GRADE, BEIT SHEMESH

WISDOM IN COLLABORATION

This week’s Parsha, Yitro, begins with a pow-
erful lesson in leadership and responsibility.
After observing Moshe judge all the disputes of
Bnei Yisrael by himself, Yitro tells him, “2i0-N>
NYY NAX MWK 1270.” Yitro sees that Moshe’s
dedication is admirable, but warns that judging
alone will wear him out and exhaust the people.
Instead, he advises Moshe to appoint capable
men as leaders over groups of thousands,
hundreds, fifties, and tens, so that they may
judge minor disputes while Moshe focuses on
the most difficult cases.

This advice demonstrates that even great
leaders cannot carry every burden alone. Great
leadership requires sharing responsibility, trust,
and the ability to empower others.

Rashi explains that Yitro’s counsel was not
only practical, but also wise, as it strengthened
the entire nation by creating an organized



MIRACLES DONT GROW ON TREES...
5,000..

UPDATE YOUR SHADCHANIT THAT
FROM EACH SIDE

YOU'RE NOT
CHEAP ot

L

system of justice. The Ramban adds that Moshe
accepted this advice humbly, showing that even

the greatest leaders can learn from others. I N I] IVI I]UAI_ I_Y I]ESIGN ED

This lesson connects directly to the giving of
the Ten Commandments in tBk]le Parsila. Bgnei DUALI TY IN SU LES
Yisrael had to prepare themselves to receive
the Torah, a moment that required order, _///—B—\\
guidance, and mutual responsibility. Just as " Bosedotia unique and
Moshe organized the people for justice, the comprehensive clinical examination
Torah provides a framework to help everyone of the entire body.

live together with clarity and purpose. Healthy step insoles
Parashat Yitro teaches that wisdom, guidance L sl e ek
- 8Ul ’ and foot specialist.
and collaboration are essential in both leader-

ship and spiritual life. True strength is not only UV
in what we can do alone, but in how we share N 1 -IJ. -I' ”!
responsibility and grow together. o'oTID | NSO | FOTITD

Shabbat Shalom. =

053-5403761
ﬂnbw ANIDI Office.tbavi@gmail.com
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah Teddy stadium, 1st David Ayalon st. lerusalem

Jonathan Gellis
0538236143 "= | 0586927574

Sales and \ E-ﬁ’ Property Management
Renovatlons

wwwaseaview/lsraelfcom
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IDENTITYFORYOU.COM

DEVORA

1'02
18 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Enjoy home-made food this

PESACH

Whether you would like a fully catered Pesach or complementary
dishes to add to your menu, fill up your freezer with fresh, delicious
home-made food, made by a culinary chef.

OUR ORDER HAS
JUST ARRIVED

As usual, beautifully
packaged and the temptation
of tasting everything is
difficult to withstand!

M.H. Jerusalem

ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

©® devoraharstein.com @ +972527123479

® devora.harstein@gmail.com

QUALITY CATERING



