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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

In the pesukim which precede the Aseret 
HaDibrot, we read of the incredible sound 
and light show that unfolded at that awesome 
moment when Klal Yisrael stood at Sinai. 
חֲֲנֶֶה  ה אֶֶת־הָָעָָם לִִקְְרַַאת הָָאֱֱלֹקִִֹים מִִן־הַַמַּ�ַ ֶ וַַוֹֹּיּצֵֵא מֹשֶֹׁ�
ר  ֶ נֵֵי אֲֲשֶׁ� ְ וֹֹּלּ מִִפְּ�  ן כֻּ�ֻ ַ ית הָָהָָר׃ וְְהַַר סִִינַַי עָָשַׁ� תַַחְְתִּ�ִ בּוּ בְּ�ְ תְְיַַצְּ�ְ וַַיִּ�ִ
חֱֱרַַד  וַַיֶּ�ֶ ן  ָ בְְשָׁ� הַַכִּ�ִ ן  ֶ עֶֶשֶׁ� כְּ�ְ נוֹֹ  ָ עֲֲשָׁ� עַַל  וַַיַּ�ַ אֵֵׁשׁ  בָּ�ָ ה’  עָָלָָיו  יָָרַַד 
ה  ֶ פָָֹר הוֹֹלֵֵךְְ וְְחָָזֵֵק מְְאֹדֹ מֹשֶֹׁ� � לֹ־הָָהָָר מְְאֹדֹ׃ וַַיְְהִִי קוֹֹל הַַשֹּׁ� כֹּ�

ּוּּנּ בְְקוֹֹל׃ ר וְְהָָאֱֱלֹקִִֹים יַַעֲֲנֶֶ יְְדַַבֵּ�ֵ
Moshe led the people out of the camp toward 

G-d, and they took their places at the foot of the 
mountain. Now Har Sinai was entirely full of 
smoke, for Hashem had come down upon it in 
fire; the smoke rose like the smoke of a kiln, and 
the whole mountain trembled violently. The blare 
of the shofar grew louder and louder. As Moshe 
spoke, G-d answered him bakol...

The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh suggests that 
the word bakol is to be understood as follows:

The קול with which G-d answered may have 
been the sound of the shofar mentioned in the 
verse...

Based on this interpretation, Hashem 

miraculously spoke or answered Moshe 
through the sounds of the shofar.

However our Chazal offer a particularly 
interesting interpretation in the gemara in 
Brachot (45a):

ה. ֶ ל מֹשֶֹׁ� ֶ קוֹֹלוֹֹ שֶׁ� לְְמּוּד לוֹֹמַַר ״בְְקוֹֹל“ — בְּ�ְ  מָָּוּה תַּ�ַ
What is the meaning of the verse: BaKol? In 

Moshe’s voice...
The masters of Jewish thought offer profound 

interpretations of this maamar chazal.
The Yismach Moshe zy’a, learns our gemara 

as follows: 
The Torah tells us that when Moshe was born, 

his mother saw that he was tov-good. The Torah 
Hakedosha is also called tov-good-therefore the 
Torah could only be transmitted at the hands or 
through the voice of Moshe who is also called tov...

Similarly, Reb Tzadok HaKohein MiLublin 
zy’a, explains that this is why the written Torah 
is referred to as Torat Moshe, as Hashem trans-
mitted the Torah with Moshe’s voice.

Beyond the supernatural phenomena that 
each of these teachings suggest occurred, that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu miraculously spoke with 
or through Moshe’s voice, perhaps there is a 
lesson for each of us as we prepare to read once 
again this Shabbat of that incredible moment 
of Kabbalat HaTorah.

Rav Kook zy’a explained that Moshe Rab-
beinu had reached such a heightened state 
of spiritual consciousness, that he merited to 
hear Hashem speak to him, and for HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu to be heard with Moshe’s own voice. 

In contrast, the Rebbe, Reb Leibele Eiger 
zy’a sees encrypted within this verse, a rather 
beautiful hidden message. Reb Leibele suggests 



OU ISRAEL CENTER 39

that the Torah which Moshe is about to receive, 
will be a source of healing for the entire world. 

“When we daven on Shabbat for one who is ill 
we say ‘ shabbat hi milizok urefua krova lavo-
Though it is Shabbat and we therefore refrain 
from crying out, may the healing thus come 
soon.’ The letters of Moshe’s name- mem,shin, 
hey, are comprised of the first letters of the words 
Shabbat, hi milizok, and the word kol- kuf, vav 
and lamed is comprised of the first letters of the 
words urefua krova lavo...”

Perhaps the message for each of us as we 
recall that transcendent moment in Jewish 
history when the Jewish people stood at Sinai, 
is to work to lift our spiritual awareness, to be 
more “plugged in” to see, feel, and hear Hashem’s 
proverbial voice all around us each and every 
day, and through heeding that divine voice, bring 
healing to the entire world. 
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ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

    BEIT SHEMESH
Neve Shamir 
Must sell
3 bedrooms
Sukkah
Parking & storage
Great views
₪2,500,000

    CARMEI GAT
4 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
Excellent condition
Sukkah balcony 
Parking 
Storage
₪2,450,000

    JERUSALEM
Old City 
Views of Har Bayit
Duplex
3 bedrooms 
Renovated
Private roof
₪12,000,000

LET YOUR JOURNEY 
HOME BEGIN WITH US

      MA'ALE ADUMIM
340 SQM
9 bedrooms 
5 bathrooms
3 balconies 
Sukkah
Swimming pool

 

₪6,000,000

FEATURED PROPERTIES 
 IN ISRAEL

PRESALE OPPORTUNITIES:
Carmei Gat | Netanya
Tel Aviv | Jerusalem

      HERZLIYA
Fully Renovated
3 bedrooms
1st floor
Close to IDC 
Parking 
Storage room

 

₪4,750,000

      JERUSALEM
Old Katamon
4 bedrooms
Sukkah balcony
Elevator & storage
Spacious & bright
For renovation

 

₪4,600,000


