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International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.
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Alexander’s 
Story 

I received the following note from Devori 
Kleytman, who asked me to share the story of 
her father-in-law, Alexander Kleytman, one 
of the victims of the terrorist attack in Bondi 
Beach, Australia.

“My beloved father-in-law, Alexander, was 
87 years old, a Holocaust survivor whose fam-
ily fled to Siberia when he was still a child. 
They endured years of hunger and bitter cold. 
They survived, and eventually returned to 
Ukraine.

“Later, Alexander and his wife, Larisa, 
applied to emigrate to Israel. They were 
refused. For many long years they lived as 
refuseniks, trapped behind the Iron Curtain, 

longing to leave and longing for Zion.
“Alexander was a man of integrity and 

a proud Jew. He loved the Land of Israel 
and the Jewish people. He wrote two books 
about his Holocaust experiences, and he 
would often say that we must remember the 
Holocaust, not only as history, but as a moral 
obligation so that we know how to stand up 
to our enemies.

“He was deeply connected to faith. In recent 
years he began wearing a kippah and putting 
on tefillin. 

“Alexander was murdered while doing 
what he loved most: living as a Jew, among 
his people. He died while protecting his wife, 
Larisa, who survived the attack. Alexander 
and Larisa were devoted to one another for 
more than fifty years, and they were blessed 
with children and grandchildren.

“We believe that Alexander’s story is not 
one that began under Nazi persecution and 
ended with Islamic terror. His story is about 
life, love, faith, and holiness. We look forward 
to continuing his legacy, and we ask anyone 
reading these words to do one good deed 
today in memory of Alexander ben Simcha.” 


