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IMPORTANT REMINDERS
€ Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Sh’vat/Sun. night Feb. 1

COVER PHOTO Photographed by Gedalia Perelman

| made aliya in 1990. We live in Jerusalem. The picture was taken in Emek HaTzvaim. | look
forward to every opportunity | get to go out with my camera into the magnificent nature of
Eretz Yisrael. This view reminds me of the blue and white of our flag.
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Birthdays and anniversaries are import-
ant opportunities in our lives to express our
gratitude to HaKadosh Baruch Hu for what
we have, and to share it with our friends and
families. Similarly, on the other side, when
we observe a yahrtzeit, it reminds us of a dear
parent, grandparent, sibling, or other loved one
who is no longer with us, and gives us pause
to think about them and to share their legacy
with others.

This past Motzei Shabbat, 1 sat with my wife
and the first thing we did was call our grand-
daughter on FaceTime to wish her a very happy
birthday. Naama just turned two, and we, as
proud grandparents, were very excited to
wish her a happy birthday and a year full of,
b’ezrat Hashem, growth and happiness with
her incredible parents.

Irecently conducted an experiment in the OU
Israel office. I asked a number of employees if
they could tell me what date the pagers blew up
in Lebanon, or when Nasrallah was killed, effec-
tively ending the war with Hezbollah with a
decisive victory. They did not know the answer.

In loving memory of our father,
grandfather and great grandfather

Morris Zimmerman z’1

Y7 1PaAMN Y731 oM AN
N”awn ,0aY N 909
on his fifth yahrzeit

The Zimmerman family
Nof Ayalon, Kerem Reim,
Nairobi, Jerusalem
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I then asked if they could tell me what day we
eliminated Sinwar in Gaza. Once again, they
did not know. The same continued to be true
for so many of the huge military successes that
we have experienced with HaKadosh Baruch
Hu’s help. Now, it’s not that my employees don’t
consider these events important. So many of us
celebrated when witnessing the downfall of the
heads of terror in the countries that surround
Israel throughout this war. So why don’t we
remember the day these things happened?

I found myself thinking about Parshat
Beshalach, where the song of Az Yashir appears.
This is such an important song, sung by Klal
Yisrael with Moshe Rabbeinu after the splitting
of the Red Sea and the defeat of the Egyptians.
We can only imagine that Bnei Yisrael were
beside themselves with all the miracles they
were experiencing in those moments.

Yet the Midrash tells another story. When
the Jewish people were walking “betoch hayam
bayabashah,” “through the sea on dry land”
(Shemot 14:22), the midrash says that some
Jews complained that this was just like when
they were in Egypt. For when they were in
Egypt, they had mud on their feet from con-
stantly working with mortar and cement, and
here they were walking through Yam Sufand
once again they had mud on their feet!

When reading that midrash, I asked myself:
How could it be that the greatest miracle in
history was literally happening right in front
of them, where they saw the water split into
two, where they walked on dry land that had
been completely covered in water two seconds



prior, where the Torah tells us with the water
became like two walls on either side of them?
How could it be that they saw all of this and
what was going through their minds was the
fact that they had mud on their shoes? The
answer is that we too easily miss the miracles
happening in our lives. It becomes common-
place to us, and we fail to recognize them as
the miracles they are.

In a way, we recreate the midrash’s story
and lesson every day. In the morning Shacha-
rit prayer, we recite Az Yashir, and we allow
ourselves to grow accustomed to it. And then,
Parshat Beshalach comes around, and we give
the Shabbat a special name - Shabbat Shira, the
Shabbat when we sing to HaKadosh Baruch Hu.
Then, Az Yashir elevates to something special.
Many shuls have the custom to either stand for
the entire Torah reading, or at least during the
part when they get up to the song of Az Yashir
in the Torah.

I think the idea is that this special emphasis
serves as a reminder to us that great miracles
happen, and that our job is to make sure that
we recognize it every single day. And not only
is it important to remember that the miracle
happened, but it’s important as well to remem-
ber that we must thank HaKadosh Baruch Hu
for this incredible miracle of splitting the sea
for the Jewish people.

Maybe it’s time to mark more dates on the
calendar. Perhaps days like the miraculous day
the last remaining hostage, Ran Gvili z’l, was
returned home- 8th of Shevat 5786, so too for
the one in which the pagers went off — the 15th
of Elul, 5784 — should be a day that we thank
HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Perhaps make a l'chaim,
perhaps have a fleishig meal — something to
mark the occasion and express our gratitude.
Aswell as for the day Nasrallah was killed, the

25th of Elul. Or, every person should pick a date
that is important in their lives. It could be for
a family living in Sderot or Kiryat Shmona, it’s
the day they were finally able to return home.
These are days that are very joyous for the
Jewish people. Perhaps for someone else, it’s
the day they received their dream job, or the
day they made aliyah. Great things happen in
our lives, and I think this beautiful practice of
standing up every year on Shabbat Shira and
saying, “Thank you, HaKadosh Baruch Hu, for
the incredible gift that You gave us of walking
through that water and being saved from the
Egyptians” should inspire us to create similar
moments of gratitude throughout the year.
Many talk about how Klal Yisrael were at the

May the Torah learned
in this issue of Torah Tidbits
be in loving memory of

Libby Pattashnick an
v TYT 290 N2 N2

Our beloved Tante Libby
on her fourth Yahrzeit, vaw 27

The extended Pattashnick family
in Israel

OU ISRAEL CENTER 5



lowest levels of impurity at the moment of the
Exodus. For hundreds of years, they had been
influenced by the Egyptian pagans, in many
ways. Yet, HaKadosh Baruch Hu took them out
anyway in His abundant kindness, as he had
promised to Avraham Avinu.

Today, we are living through another mir-
acle. Hashem promised Rachel Imeinu that
He would bring us back even after our long
exile, and here we are, building up this beau-
tiful Land with so many of us coming back to
our homeland. As a Jewish people, we must
continue thanking HaKadosh Baruch Hu for
all the great things He does for us. We must
continue to recognize that He is giving our sol-
diers and our defense forces endless strength
to accomplish what needs to be done to protect
the Jewish people.

May HaKadosh Baruch Hu give blessings to
all those around the world who help the Jewish
people. And b’ezrat Hashem, we should be able
to celebrate many great occasions and to thank
HaKadosh Baruch Hu for those great moments
—as individuals and as a nation —until 120 in
good health.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat Shira,

L7

Rabbi Avi Berman

W Mazaltovto ¥

Avi & Becky Katz
and Michael & Michele Meiner
on the birth of their
precious new grandson
son of Beniji & Michal Meiner

Rabbi Avi Berman
and the OU Israel Family

H&T Property Investments
Unique garden duplex
FOR SALE
Abarbanel St, Rechavia
Exclusive

* Luxury Large 4 Room

170 sq.m plus 120 sg.m garden

« Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
» Completely renovated

« Private entrance

+ High ceilings and underfloor heating

Nava: 052-4810205
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Writing a will is a bit scary but you
made it easy and stress=free!
The process was perfect!

Shruel and Rhonda Sackett, Herzliya ré‘-ﬁ; _.!
s

Write Your Halachic Will Today
halachicwill.com

Rav Menachem Copperman

gt 2
Certified Dayan & Expert v
in Jewish Law i
0544-731052 ‘ '

info@kadatvkadin.com

6 TORAH TIDBITS 1646 / BESHALACH




Lenny Davidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congresses &
Tours in Israel

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LPevents.com

054-557-3101
Lenny@LDEvents.com

P
"hat yoy, want - in st
Global Shipping: 050-424-8359

MarSeaModest.com

Keren Malki empowers
families of children °
with special needs in
- Israel to choose home
~ care. Donations aré i
~ tax-approved in Israel,

 USand UK.

Honoring the memory of

Malka Chana Roth 11
- ® kerenmalki.org

8 02-567-0602 Sbarro bombing.

Are you thinking about

RENOVATING? NEW CONSTRUCTION?
SYG Civil Engineering
Design | Management | Supervision
054-4557376 simong1080@gmail.com

1985-2001, killed in the g

TRUE WHOLESALER FROM THE DIAMOND
BOURSA WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MEMBER DIAMOND DEALERS CLUB

ENGAGEMENT RINGS * STUD EARRINGS
PENDANTS * TENNIS BRACELETS

® 050-573-9061 @ jeffmor36@gmail.com
© www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

R EShbH %um

wiy

Sales & lnsta&:tion :)f

polarairbiz@gmail.com | @ ¢ 052-240-5063

OU ISRAEL CENTER 7



RABBI MOSHE HAUER ZT"L 4

0 J ORTHODOX
IO 8

Humble Determination

The world is spinning at high speed. As we
wonder how to react to it all, the enigmatic
opening of our parsha presents an excellent
frame to help us orient ourselves to where
we stand.

When Pharaoh sent the people out, G-d did
not lead them via the land of the Philistines
which was nearby, for G-d said, “The people
may have a change of heart when they see
war and return to Egypt.” (Shemot 13:17)

While some understood that G-d was pro-
tecting the Jewish people from facing a new
conflict with the Philistines, the Midrash,
as conveyed by Targum Yonatan ben Uziel,
explains the concern of a change of heart
due to a confrontation that had occurred
30 years previous. At that time, precisely
400 years after G-d had told Avraham that
his descendants would endure exile for 400
years, a contingent of 200,000 well-armed
members of the tribe of Efrayim left Egypt,

BROTHERS
MOYVING CO.

THE smdﬁ.rassr THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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mistakenly confident that the time of
redemption had come. Tragically, they were
slaughtered by the Philistines. The remains
of that war’s fallen littered the desert near
the land of the Philistines and G-d worried
that if the Jewish people would now encoun-
ter those remains upon leaving Egypt, they
would become discouraged and turn back
in fear and overwhelming doubt about their
own likelihood of future success.

Note the two experiences: We have the
Bnei Efrayim, bullish and confident that
their time had come when in fact it had
not; and we have the nation who later,
when their time had truly come, were
vulnerable to paralyzing doubts based on
previous failures. Danger apparently lurks
in both overconfidence and overcaution.
And while their biblical dilemmas involved
meeting a prophesized divine timeframe of
400 years, in our time we do not have the
benefit of such a prophecy. The decisions
we make today as a nation and the steps
that we choose to take surely require siyata
d’shmaya, divine guidance and support,
but that guidance is not explicit but hid-
den within our logical consideration of the
issues. As that is the case, how are we to
get it right? What can we learn from these
two experiences that will help us as a nation
know when to push forward aggressively
and when to stand back?



It appears that the combined lesson of the
two is that we must step forward with hum-
ble determination, acknowledging the need
for caution in a world where the promise of
redemption has continued to remain elusive,
yet determined to move forward without
being intimidated by past failures. Whether
combating antisemitism or moving Israel
towards a safer future, we cannot afford to
hesitate to assert and pursue what we need,
traveling with both prayer and resolve even
towards the oncoming sea, but we must do
so with the lessons that history has imbued
in us, knowing that just as for the Bnei
Efrayim, unbridled confidence is not in and
of itself our ticket to redemption. ®

Mby N9
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah

Last few 3 and 4 bedroom
apartments with sea views left
priced from NIS 2.5 million

in best location by Marina,
beach, shopping and

going fast!
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Call now.

Ashke_on Properties 7
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Midreshet Zusha -
A Midrasha Like No Other

This week, Midreshet Zusha marked eight years of helping
young women rebuild and thrive.

Eight years ago, the incredible staff at OU Israel’s Pearl &
Harold Jacobs Zula Qutreach Center launched a unigue
Midrasha program for young women who have gone
through the Zula’s healing process and need a supportive
environment where they can continue to flourish, grow
spiritually, and move forward from challenging at-risk
backgrounds. They combine Torah learning with Sherut
Leumni or work, and take part in meaningful volunteering,
chesed opportunities, and haliday programs.

Midreshet Zusha students come from across Israel and
form a powerful bond as they support one another
through the different challenges they've faced in

their young lives. The impact is real and lasting: in an
atmosphere of joy and love, these young women discover
their strengths, learn to trust in their own abilities,

and gain the tools, guidance, and confidence to build a
religious and spiritual life with stability, dignity, and hope.

Each week, we share one QU Israel initiative
empowering lives and communities in our homeland,
supporting English-speaking ofim in their kfita and
supporting Israel’s most vulnerable teens to rebuild
trust, confidence, and a future.
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We specialize in sealing roof and
building walls, constructing and
repairing roof tiles, constructing and
repairing drainpipes, sealing balconies,
basements and pools.

Our company uses only Slli-certified
approved by Ministry of Health.

Among our clients: the Jerusalem
municipality, Bezeq, Ben Gurion Airporl,
house committees and more.

visit and consultation - no strings attached

FAIREST PRICE GUARANTEED!

BAT AYIN ALEPH

7 room house on hillside i
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6 room cottage + 2/3 lots
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To arrange a viewing, get
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“l have never had an exam as thorough as the
one | had at Eye World. Highly recommended!”
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT BESHALACH

Paro pursues, the sea splits, the people
sing. The people traveled and complained
for water in Mara, for bread and meat in
the Desert of Sin and for water in Refidim.
Amalek attacked and was defeated.

'{‘ 1ST ALIYA (13:17-14:8)
K" G-d guides the Jews in the direc-

tion of the Sea. Moshe takes Yosef’s
bones. A cloud guides them by day, fire by
night. G-d instructs them to avoid the straight
route to the Land of Israel for fear that return
to Egypt will be too easy. Rather camp at the
sea so that Paro will notice. I will harden his
heart and he will pursue, in order that Egypt
will know that I am G-d. Paro led his elite
chariots in pursuit.

The story of the Exodus, culminating with
the splitting of the sea is educational. G-d acts
in our history. The plagues. The splitting of
the sea.

His Hand is stuck right into our world,
guiding our Exodus from Egypt. And thatis a
pillar of our belief. That G-d acts in our world.

Yet, here He guides the people to avoid their
return to Egypt.

But. Why is He concerned that we will
return to Egypt? Just manipulate our
thoughts. Aren’t we learning all about how
He manipulates our world, sticks His Hand
in our world? Doesn’t it say G-d will harden
Paro’s heart? Then why not soften our hearts?
So that we are loyal. And have no interest in
returning to Egypt.

12 TORAH TIDBITS 1646 / BESHALACH

The Torah is as its name indicates, to teach
us. It will soon teach us mitzvot, how we are
to act. But it is also teaching us how to believe.
And in particular, the thorniest of theological
mysteries: how G-d acts in this world. And
how He doesn’t.

We see His Hand in the Exodus from
Egypt. And in the splitting of the sea. But on
the other hand, where was He in the years
of suffering in Egypt? And why does He not
prevent us from wanting to return to Egypt?

We have to read these stories with both of
our eyes. To see where He intervenes. And
to see where He does not. While we believe
in His involvement in our world, that belief
is not facile, naive, as if we actually know
when He intervenes. All we can say is that
sometimes He intervenes and sometimes not.
Why and when? That is beyond our ken.

'{‘ 2ND ALIYA (14:9-14)

k\o‘ When Paro’s army approaches,
: the people are afraid. They cry to

G-d and say to Moshe: why did you bring us
out of Egypt to die in the desert? We would
have preferred to be slaves in Egypt than die
in the desert. Moshe tells them not to fear,
for they are about to see G-d’s redemption.

The focus of the Torah pivots dramatically
here. There have been 4 main players in this
story: G-d, Moshe, Paro and the Jewish people.
But one has been absent entirely from the
narrative of the story; the Jewish people.

In the entire story of the 10 plagues, we did
not hear one word from the Jewish people.
The central figure was G-d; the Jewish people



completely off stage. Which is perfectly
understandable because the plagues are to
teach us of G-d’s mastery over the world. The
Jewish people are passive observers to that
display.

All of that changes here. Now we hear of
their struggles, their worries, their concerns.
The focus is now on the Jewish people. They
are frightened and unsure.

And that is the point. While with one eye
we see His Hand. With the other we see the
lack of intervention in our actions. The Jewish
people are free to worry, to be concerned, to
be fearful.

What a powerful theological lesson, so
beautifully juxtaposed. G-d’s dramatic
involvement in the world. And His equally
dramatic retreat, allowing people to be
people, thinking freely, exercising choice.
Worrying, concerned, fearful.

"/‘ 3RD ALIYA (14:15-25)
K" G-d instructs Moshe to raise his

hand so the sea will split. And that
He will harden the heart of Egypt in order
that He be glorified through Paro and his
entourage. And Egypt will know I am G-d.
Moshe did so; the people entered the dry land
in the sea with the waters as walls on both
sides. The Egyptians followed; in the morning
they became trapped in the sea.

The splitting of the sea renews the theme
of water as a symbol of beginnings. Water
featured in Creation, in Moshe’s cradle in the
river and now. Beginning of the world, begin-
ning of the Exodus and now, the beginning
of Jewish national life.

"/‘ 4TH ALIYA (14:26-15:26)
K" The water returned and

drowned all the Egyptians. The
Jewish people saw the Egyptian dead, saw

the Hand of G-d, feared G-d, believing in
Him and Moshe. Moshe and the people sang
“Az Yashir: I will sing to G-d, my strength, my
savior, my G-d. He is the One of War. Your
Hand is powerful, Your Hand vanquishes
enemies. Nations will fear Him. G-d will
reign forever.” Miriam led the women in
song. Moshe led the people to the desert to
Mara. The people complained about the
water. G-d instructed Moshe to throw wood
and sweeten the water.

In the great song at the sea, we have
emotion released. The people sing. Divine
redemption demands a human response. We
sensitive souls must be moved to song when
the Divine Hand is so apparent. In fact, when
we quote the exodus from Egypt in our tefila,
we inevitably mention the Shira — people
need to sing when blessed with redemption.

Here we find joy, appreciation, elation and
faith. And while the entire people sing with
Moshe, the song is curiously in the first per-
son singular: I sing, My strength (the English
doesn’t note singular but in Hebrew “Azi”, my,
singular, strength.) This is personal, individ-
ual - mine, not ours. We all sang the song at
the sea; yet in the singular. My G-d saved me.

’v‘ 5TH ALIYA (15:27-16:10)
R4 d They traveled to the desert of
N

Sin. They complained: oh, that
we would have remained in Egypt with the
abundance of bread and meat. The manna
was provided in the morning: gather enough
for a day, on Friday for 2 days. G-d appeared
in a cloud.

It doesn’t take long for the complaints to
begin.

In fact, our parsha has more stories of
complaint and confrontation than any par-
sha in the entire Torah. There are 4 stories of
OU ISRAEL CENTER 13



complaint and 2 stories of skepticism: the fear
at the sea, no water at Mara, no meat or bread
in the desert, no water again at Refidim, and
the skepticism in trying to save manna until
the next day and trying to collect the manna
on Shabbat.

What an irony. In the parsha of the greatest
expression of G-d’s intervention in this world,
the splitting of the sea and the saving of the
people, in this very parsha we have the most
complaints of any parsha in the Torah.

And added irony, right after the sublime
song, in the first person, of our appreciation
to Him for all He has done.

Now, the complaints are justified; no water,
no food. But the complaints are nonetheless
noticeable.

It could be that the Torah is deliberately
noting the mundane, pedestrian nature of
man in close juxtaposition to the lofty, noble
achievement of prophecy at the sea.

We are not angels. We are human. Human
beings can be majestic, elevated, holy beings.
But human we remain. The story of the Torah
is not the story of myth, of angelic people, of
perfection. It is a real story of real people.
Their greatness. And their prosaic and mun-
dane pettiness.

”/‘ 6TH ALIYA (16:11-36)
K" Meat will come in the evening.

Each person shall gather manna
daily for their needs. Some people saved for
the next day; it spoiled. And some went to
gather on Shabbat. G-d questioned: how long
will you resist doing My commands? G-d has
given you Shabbat, hence gives you double
on Friday. Aharon, take a portion of manna
to preserve forever. The Jewish people ate
the manna for 40 years.

The manna is a further lesson in G-d’s
14 TORAH TIDBITS 1646 / BESHALACH

involvement in our world. He is involved
not only in the miraculous, the dramatic,
the splitting of the sea. He is also involved
in the prosaic meanderings of man; our food.

Though, again we need to note not only
what is said, but what is not. He provides the
manna. But He did not intervene to prevent
man from feeling hunger.

The Torah is teaching us His Ways, but
in broad sweeps. It does not unlock all
mysteries of when He intervenes. That
He Intervenes, yes. When He Intervenes
remains a mystery.

Shabbat precedes the giving of the Torah.
The mitzvah of Shabbat is the 4th of the Ten
Commandments. Yet, here already, before
Mt. Sinai, is the notion of Shabbat. Prepare
what you need on Friday. Gather double on
Friday. Do not gather on Shabbat. Because
none will fall.

’}‘ 7TH ALIYA (17:1-16)
'/k\“ There was no water in Refidim.

The people complained, as did
Moshe. Moshe was instructed to hit the
rock; water was produced. Amalek attacked
in Refidim. Yehoshua defeated Amalek.
A remembrance of this war needs to be
recorded.

The juxtaposition of the war of Amalek
with all that came before is instructive. The
Divine provided us with: redemption from
slavery, intervention at the sea, water, food,
meat, water again. It would seem that Amalek
is attacking that reality. A people with a G-d
that protects and provides — that is a people
I attack.

The enemies of the Jewish people view us
as the people of G-d. A people protected by
His Hand. That provokes jealousy, resentment
and denial. Of that we need no commentary.



HAFTORAH: SHOFTIM 4:4-5:31

This week’s haftorah describes the deci-
mation of the army of the Canaanites along
with its general Sisera. In response to this
awesome event, Devorah offers a song of
thanks. This is a parallel to the song sung by
Moshe and the Israelites with the drowning
of the Egyptian forces in the Red Sea.

Devorah, who was a prophetess, relays a
message to Barak son of Avinoam conveying
the precise instructions from Hashem: “Go
and gather your men toward Mount Tabor,
and take with you ten thousand men of the
children of Naphtali and Zevulun. And I shall
draw to you, to the brook Kishon, Sisera, the
chieftain of Jabin’s army, with his chariots
and his multitude; and I will give him into
your hand.” Barak requests that Devrorah
remain at his side and together head into
battle.

Although Sisera was aware of the Israelites’
mobilization, Barak’s army, with the help of
Heaven, utterly destroyed Sisera and his
troops.

A SHORT VORT

When Sisera saw that his end was near he
quickly fled on foot and arrived at the tent of
Yael, wife of Hever the Kenite. Yael invited the
general in and offered him a place of refuge.
When he fell asleep, Yael took a tent-peg and
with it killed the powerful general, the dan-
gerous enemy of the Israelite nation.

The soaring song of Devorah describing the
miraculous victory is undoubtedly the high-
light of this Shabbat’s magnificent haftorah! m

N

16th of 54 sedras; 4th of 11 in Shemot.
Written on 215.33 lines (17th).

14 parshiot; 9 open, 5 closed.

116 pesukim - rank: 23 (6th in Shemot).
681 words - rank: 19 (4th in Shemot).
6423 letters - rank: 18 (4th in Shemot).

Beshalach contains a single mitzvah of
the 613, the prohibition of leaving one's
Shabbat boundary - T'chum Shabbat.

STATS

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

"G-d shall fight for you, and you shall hold your peace." (14:14) - (T:T') [WNN DNXI DD7 DN'7' N
The Mechilta explains that G-d will always assist you in fighting your enemies, not only now.
Why the command to stay silent and hold our peace? Is it not enough for the verse to say "G-d will

fight for you"?

The Meshech Chochmah (Rabbi Meir Simcha HaCohen (1843-1926) illuminates us by stating that, now
perhaps, our request for help by G-d is justified as the Exodus from Egypt. However, even at times
when we must remain silent and refrain from asking G-d's assistance because we are unworthy due
to sinful behavior, G-d will continue to fight our enemies for us.

Rabbi Avrohom Bornsztain (First Rebbe of the Sochatchover Chasidut 1838-1910) goes one step
deeper. As opposed to the actual Exodus where the Israelites were commanded to actively do a
mitzvah of Korban Pesach, here at the Crossing of the Yam Suf, the Israelites were not commanded
to do anything, but to remain silent. When there is total devotion or readiness for self-sacrifice to
the Almighty, the merit is so spiritually great, there is no need for further action. Silence is enough to

garner the support of G-d.
Shabbat Shalom

OU ISRAEL CENTER 15
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Struggling with Crohn’s Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, Irritable Bowel Syndrome, or
Gastroparesis?

Are you tired of worrying every time you go out with family or friends?
It’s time to take control of your health. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Even if you have tried it all — diets, medications, supplements — and still don’t feel better.
It’s not your fault. ¥
When your brain gets stuck in fight-or-flight, your body stays in “survival mode,” keeping
symptoms active no matter how healthy you eat.
The good news? You can calm your brain’s emergency response system and finally help
your body heal.

These are the words of one recent patient who saw the ad in Torah Tidbits:
It was the perfect solution for me! It was worth every penny! ~E.M. Age 79

My programs have been put into 9 IBD Centers across the United States and
Canada including the Mayo Clinic, Vanderbilt University, UC San Diego and
USC and will help you  Regain energy = Feel in control again
{11 Stop planning life around the bathroom
4" Reconnect with joy, travel, and relationships — without fear.
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Watch my free webinar to see how: drmarciereiss.com/fregister
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Teaching young children has always been
a joy for me. One of teaching's special advan-
tages is the clarity that emerges from con-
versation with people under the age of ten.

A cute and oft-told story describes the
reaction of one fourth grader to the lesson in
which he first learned the difference between
poetry and prose.

He remarked, "Wow! I have been writing
prose all of my life and didn't even know it!"

I guess it was in the fourth grade when I
first learned the distinction between prose
and poetry, and when I became aware not
only that I was writing prose, but that much
of what I was studying in Jewish day school
was prose, not poetry.

We were taught that prose is ordinary
writing, language which portrays everyday
events. Poetry, on the other hand, is the

Under 74 and a half

Don't wait until too late

To get Private Health Cover

For Serious Medical Issues

NOT covered by Kupat Cholim

Nermanz@shaham-orlan.co.il = 054-4258671

Licensed Insurance Prafassional
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

language of the extraordinary. Poems are
for special events and rare emaotions.

Poetry is a song, and we only sing when
special feelings well up within us.

In this week's parsha, Beshalach, we finally
encounter poetry. From the beginning of the
book of Genesis until this week's portion, we
have been reading prose.

Surely, much of what we have been reading
has not been ordinary, and we have even
read about some miracles. But the language,
with the possible exception of Jacob's bless-
ings to his children, has been prose.

It is only in this week's narrative of the
crossing of the Red Sea that the poetic bursts
forth.

One of the lesser differences between
poetry and prose is that the words of the
former are surrounded on the page by
much blank space. Prose, on the other hand,
consists of written or printed words with a
minimum of space between them.

You will notice that in the Torah scroll too
the prose of all of Genesis and of Exodus until
this week's portion consists of words writ-
ten by the scribe with only minimal space
between them. Look at the Torah scroll for
this week's portion, and you will see long
columns of white space parallel to the holy
written words.

These white spaces are found wherever
the language of the Torah or of the Prophets
makes use of poetry and song. It has been
said that these blank spaces are symbolic of
feelings so deep and inexpressible that they



cannot be reduced to words of black ink and
are, instead, wordlessly conveyed in the white
empty spaces.

It is with the crossing of the Red Sea that
the powerful feelings of the redemption
experience emerge from the hearts of the
former slaves. Words of poetry come to the
surface. Song and music demand expression.
These feelings have no precedent in all that
has come before in the biblical narrative.

Today, many of us live lives of prose. Day
fades into the night, and even years seem
to march along uneventfully with only rare
episodes of drama. Few of us sing, and even
fewer would feel capable of poetry.

That is what is so amazing about the Song of
the Sea in this week's Torah portion. Everyone
sang. All of Israel joined in the expression of
poetic exultation. Our sages tell us that even
the "lowly maid servant on the sea saw more
than the prophet Ezekiel" and sang!

Moses led all the men in the song, and
Miriam, all the women.

Perhaps it was the contrast between cen-
turies of oppressive slavery and the sudden
experience of utter freedom that evoked song
in everyone. Perhaps it was the release from
the deadly fear of the approaching Egyptian
army that gave vent to unanimous poetry. Or
it might have been the sight of the hated and
dreaded enemy drowning under the waves
that inspired all present to sing out trium-
phantly. Most likely, it was all of the above.

As readers of the weekly Torah portion,
each of us struggles to relate what we study
to our daily lives. It is, therefore, important
that we use this week's narrative to nurture
our own poetic urge.

The Talmud compares the miracle of the
Red Sea to quite ordinary processes, such as

finding a spouse and earning a livelihood.
The Talmud does this to inspire us to see the
miraculous even in everyday events. Our sages
realize the importance of poetry and song and
wish to motivate us to respond with poetry
and song even to mundane events. They want
us to see the extraordinary in the ordinary.

Of all the many Torah portions that we
have read this year, beginning with Genesis
and continuing until Beshalach, no biblical
text is fully incorporated into our daily liturgy.
Finally, from this week's portion, the Song
of the Sea was made part of the daily Jewish
liturgy, recited every single day of the year,
weekday or Sabbath, ordinary day or holiday.

The message is clear: Poetry and song are
vital for you. They are evoked by the experi-
ence of something very special. Every living
moment is very special.

Doron M. Spierer
MD, FAAFP e
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patients of all ages.
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or WhatsApp:
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RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi »>y5
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1
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To Be a Leader
of the Jewish People

“That day, the Lord saved the Israelites
from the Egyptians. And when the Israelites
... witnessed the wondrous power the Lord
had unleashed against the Egyptians, the
people were in awe of the Lord, and they
believed in Him and in Moshe, His servant.

And then Moshe and the Israelites sang
this song to the Lord...” (Exodus 14:30-15:1)

The Song at the Sea was one of the great
epiphanies of history. The Sages said that
even the humblest of Jews saw at that
moment what even the greatest of prophets
was not privileged to see. For the first time
they broke into collective song — Az Yashir - a
song we recite every day.

There is a fascinating discussion among the
Sages as to how exactly they sang. On this,
there were four opinions. Three appear in
the tractate of Sotah:

Rabbi Akiva expounded: When the Israel-
ites came up from the Red Sea, they wanted
to sing a song. How did they sing it? Like
an adult who reads the Hallel and they
respond after him with the leading word.
22 TORAH TIDBITS 1646 / BESHALACH

Moses said, “I will sing to the Lord,” and they
responded, “I will sing to the Lord.” Moses
said, “For He has triumphed gloriously,” and
they responded, “I will sing to the Lord.”

Rabbi Eliezer, son of Rabbi Jose the Gali-
lean, said: It was like a child who reads the
Hallel and they repeat after him all that he
says. Moses said, “I will sing to the Lord,”
and they responded, “I will sing to the
Lord.” Moses said, “For He has triumphed
gloriously,” and they responded, “For He has
triumphed gloriously.”

Rabbi Nehemiah said: It was like a school-
teacher who recites the Shema in the syna-
gogue. He begins first and they follow along
with him. (Sotah 30b)

According to Rabbi Akiva, Moses sang
the song phrase by phrase, and after each
phrase the people responded, I will sing to the
Lord - their way, as it were, of saying Amen
to each line. According to R. Eliezer son of
R. Jose the Galilean, Moses recited the song
phrase by phrase, and they repeated each
phrase after he had said it. According to Rabbi



Nehemiah, Moses and the people sang the
whole song together. Rashi explains that all
the people were seized by Divine inspiration
and miraculously, the same words came into
their minds at the same time.

There is a fourth view, found in the
Mechilta:

Eliezer ben Taddai said, Moses began and
the Israelites repeated what he had said and
then completed the verse. Moses began by
saying, “I will sing to the Lord, for He has
triumphed gloriously,” and the Israelites
repeated what he had said, and then com-
pleted the verse with him, saying, “I will sing
to the Lord, for He has triumphed gloriously,
the horse and its rider He hurled into the
sea.” Moses began saying, “The Lord is my
strength and my song,” and the Israelites
repeated and then completed the verse with
him, saying, “The Lord is my strength and my
song; He has become my salvation.” Moses
began saying, “The Lord is a warrior,” and
the Israelites repeated and then completed
the verse with him, saying, “The Lord is a
warrior, Lord is His name.” (Mechilta Beshal-
lach Parsha 1)

Technically, as the Talmud explains, the
Sages are debating the implication of the
(apparently) superfluous words vayomru
lemor, “they said, saying”, which they
understood to mean “repeating”. What did
the Israelites repeat? For Rabbi Akiva it was
the first words of the song only, which they
repeated as a litany. For Rabbi Eliezer, son
of Rabbi Jose the Galilean, they repeated the
whole song, phrase by phrase. For R. Nehe-
miah they recited the entire song in unison.
For Rabbi Eliezer ben Taddai they repeated
the opening phrase of each line, but then
completed the whole verse without Moses

AT N
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having to teach it to them. Read thus, we have
before us a localised debate on the meaning
of a biblical verse.

There is, however, a deeper issue at stake.
To understand this, we must look at another
Talmudic passage, on the face of it unrelated
to the passage in Sotah. It appears in the trac-
tate of Kiddushin, and poses a fascinating
question. There are various people we are
commanded to honour: a parent, a teacher
(i.e. a rabbi), the nasi, (religious head of the
Jewish community), and a king. May any of
these four types renounce the honour that
is their due?

Rabbi Isaac ben Shila said in the name of
Rabbi Mattena, in the name of Rabbi Hisda:
If a father renounces the honour due to him,
it is renounced, but if a rabbi renounces the
honour due to him it is not renounced. Rabbi
Joseph ruled: Even if a rabbi renounces his
honour, it is renounced. . . Rabbi Ashi said:
Even on the view that a rabbi may renounce
his honour, if a nasi renounces his honour,
the renunciation is invalid. . . Rather, it was
stated thus: Even on the view that a nasi
may renounce his honour, yet a king may
not renounce his honour, as it is said, “You
shall surely set a king over you,” meaning, his
authority should be over you.(Kiddushin 32a-b)

Each of these people exercises a leadership
role: father to son, teacher to disciple, nasi
to the community and king to the nation.

May the Torah learned
from this issue of Torah Tidbits be y’y%
my father, »a »ax

Kalman (Kelly) Winkler 2”1
57 DY DIYY 13 MDY Y

vay o
Rabbi Yehoshua and Yocheved Bienenfeld

24 TORAH TIDBITS 1646 / BESHALACH

Analysed in depth, the passages make it
clear that these four roles occupy different
places on the spectrum between authority
predicated on the person and authority
vested in the holder of an office. The more
the relationship is personal, the more easily
honor can be renounced. At one extreme is
the role of a parent (intensely personal), at
the other that of king (wholly official).

I suggest that this was the issue at stake
in the argument over how Moses and the
Israelites sang the Song at the Sea. For Rabbi
Akiva, Moses was like a king. He spoke, and
the people merely answered “Amen” (in this
case, the words “I will sing to the Lord”). For
Rabbi Eliezer, son of Rabbi Jose the Galilean,
he was like a teacher. Moses spoke, and the
Israelites repeated, phrase by phrase, what
he had said. For Rabbi Nehemiah, he was
like a nasi among his rabbinical colleagues
(the passage in Kiddushin, which holds that
a nasi may renounce his honour, makes it
clear that this is only among his fellow rab-
bis). The relationship was collegial: Moses
began, but thereafter, they sang in unison.
For Rabbi Eliezer ben Taddai, Moses was like
a father. He began, but allowed the Israelites
to complete each verse.

This is the great truth about parenthood,
made clear in the first glimpse we have of
Abraham: Terah took his son Abram, his
grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-
in-law Sarai, the wife of Abram, and together
they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to
Canaan. But when they came to Haran, they
settled there. (Bereishit 31:11)

Abraham completed the journey his father
began. To be a parent is to want one’s chil-
dren to go further than you did. That too,
for Rabbi Eliezer ben Taddai, was Moses’



relationship to the Israelites.

The prelude to the Song at the Sea states
that the people “believed in God, and in
His servant Moses” — the first time they are
described as believing in Moses’ leadership.
On this, the Sages asked: What is it to be
a leader of the Jewish people? Is it to hold
official authority, of which the supreme
example is a king (“The rabbis are called
kings”)? Is it to have the kind of personal
relationship with one’s followers that rests
not on honour and deference but on encour-
aging people to grow, accept responsibility
and continue the journey you have begun?
Or is it something in between? There is no
single answer.

At times, Moses asserted his authority
(during the Korach rebellion). At others, he
expressed the wish that “all God’s people
were prophets”. Judaism is a complex faith.
There is no one Torah model of leadership.
We are each called on to fulfil a number of
leadership roles: as parents, teachers, friends,
team-members, and team-leaders.

There is no doubt, however, that Juda-
ism favours as an ideal the role of parent,
encouraging those we lead to continue the
journey we have begun, and go further than
we did. A good leader creates followers. A
great leader creates leaders. That was Moses’
greatest achievement — that he left behind
him a people willing, in each generation, to
accept responsibility for taking further the
great task he had begun. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

REAL ESTATE - HALACHA Q&A

Rabbi Baruch Efrati, Posek Halacha
Which side should the mezuzah be on at the entrance?

I8) Diagonal or straight? What height?

The mezuzah is placed on the right side when entering the home.
. Ashkenazim usually follow a compromise and place it diagonally,

@ while Sephardim place it vertically. It should be affixed at the

beginning of the upper third of the doorpost, measured from the
bottom, ensuring it is clearly visible and respected.

Questions by whatsapp- 0528370700

PROPERTY OF THE WEEK!

Garden Apartment in Nachalat

Achim

Ground Floor | 105 sqm + 180 sqm Garden

5 stunning renovated units generating
20,000/month

Divided into 3 studios + gallery, 1
studio, and one 2-room apartment.
Massive 180 sqm private front and
back yard + garden area

FOR SALE

Ground Floor | Approx. 40 sqm
Open-plan layout, high ceilings

5 sqm storage room +
shared yard

Private entrance
A/C & Security Bars

4 bdr | 121 sqm| Ground Floor

Spacious Layout

Huge Garden (80 sqm)+
Balcony

Top Location — Walk to
everything, park with ease.

Includes Private Parking

1 Bdr | 33 sqm registered in
Tabu | Ground floor

Turn-Key Ready - Completely

renovated

Bright & Cheerful

Prime Neighborhood

Central yet Peaceful Location

2 Bdr| 75 sqm | 2.5 Floor

@Quiet rear corner unit with
green views

Renovated kitchen & Master
suite

2 full bathrooms
Sukkah balconies

6 housing units | 425 sqm

Rare opportunity
6 units with high rental demand

Peaceful location with
breathtaking desert views

Large private yard

2 bdr | 75 sqm | Private Entrance

Renovated Apartment with
Balcony

Sukkah Yard

Entire Property Generatin
m10,000/ﬁ|on¥h .

Excellent Investment Opportunity

5 Bdr| 2.5 baths | 160 sqm
Two Private Sukkah Balconies|

Fully Renovated & Modern
Design
Massive Expansion Potential

Private Parking Included

7 bdr | 223 sqm | 4 levels
Bright & Open
Garden & Attic
Excellent Condition in a Dream
Location
SteEs from Top Schools &
Parks

6 bdr | Garden | 252 sqm
Panoramic Views
Extra-Large Kitchen & Living

rea
Future Potential: Option to
Add a Basement

Spacious, Airy, and Full of
Light

NEW PROJECT

For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with parking

Discover Solomon Ridge,
upscale living in the heart of
Zayit, Efrat. Spacious
apartments, breathtaking
views.

and sukkah balcony.

ffice@noamhomes.com
www.noamhomes.com
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@ Weissman Farms

The perfect pastoral venue
for a family getaway!

Ame rica - David Lann
in Israel? US Accountant

Tax season is back.
Accepting new
clients for 2025 -
don’t miss the money
you're owed.

The Tzimmerim i $1,700 per child -

Child Tax Credit
¥ 51,000 per year

for students -

Education Credit

Claim

your refund!

. 058-528-1996

I www.american-taxes.com

Enjoy Shabbat in the dati moshav ¢ david@american-taxes.com

Sde llan in the Lower Galilee
Room for up to 26 guests

Fully equipped kosher outdoor

kitchen

Spacious indoor dining area

Pool heated year-round and
covered in winter

WhatsApp/Call Ira @ 050-630-2312

Resident with
U.S. Assets?

& ensure your family
inherits your legacy
while avoiding
unnecessary costs

FREE CONSULTATION =»

(® 054-398-4380

Website: Weissman.Farm Avrum@lop-lic.com
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HE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
3| ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

JERUSALEM

FORSALEIN
JERUSALEM SUBURBS:
IN KIRYAT YE’ARIM (TELZ STONE)

At the gateway to Jerusalem. A selection
of apartments for sale, 3-5 rooms, some
with a garden and/or balcony, elevator,
view, and more. Gila 055-4578481

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:
REHAVIA | SHAAREI CHESED
(DISKIN ST. - WOLFSON TOWERS)
Luxurious, exceptionally spacious 316 sqm
apartment, (originally two apartments).
Two living rooms, large dining area,

5 bedrooms. High floor - stunning
panoramic view, fully furnished and
equipped. Commercial and medical center
right below. Overlooking the Knesset,
Israel Museum, Sacher Park. Exclusive!
Haim 055-4574163 | Moshe 055-4549428

IN THE GERMAN COLONY
Magnificent Private House for Sale.
Beautiful, rare Arab-style 6-room “stand
alone” house. 217 Sq.m. on a large
729 Sq.m plot of surrounding garden,
original floors, high ceilings, quiet pastoral
location, minutes walk from Emek Refaim
shops and restaurants, Orient hotel,
First Station and more. Exclusive!
Galila 055-4549431

ON PRESTIGIOUS BALFOUR ST., TALBIYA
Unique classic spacious 3.5-rooms
(125sgm!), 1st floor, historic preserved
building, tastefully designed & renovated,
3 balconies, high ceiling, near President’s
residence, Jerusalem Theater, synagogues,
Van Leer institute & more. Exclusive!
Moshe 055-4549428

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

Geta SeaView.
In Asfikelon!

Close to shuls, shopping, beaches

Four-room apartment 1,975,000 v |

Five-room apartment 2,200,000

CALL FOR ﬁ VIEWING

STEPHEN EPSTEIN
Licensed Realtor
+972 58-783-7436
+1(914)-351-1245
www.stephen-epstein.com

INVOICES, RECEIPTS,

& TAX COMPLIANCE
ISRAELI INVOICING MADE SIMPLE

WE TAKE CARE OF EVERYTHING FOR YOU

© Al Paperwork

© Full Compliance

® Monitoring & Alerting
® Complete Handover

Perfect for Chevra, Osek Murshe, & Osek Patur
Full adherence to Israeli Tax Authority requirements

Book a Free 10-Minute Call / Message on WhatsApp

Ben Goodman
QUALIFIED BOOKKEEPER

+972-58-622-1316
BEN@BENSBOOKS.UK
Accurate | Reliable | English Speaker
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

“Ein Breirah”

The Torah’s story of Kri’at Yam Suf and
Sefer Shofetim’s saga of Israel’s battle against
Yavin, the Canaanite King, share numerous
details - which explains why Chazal chose the
latter story from to be read as the haftarah
for Parashat B’Shalach — Shabbat Shirah. We
have discussed these similarities (many of
which are found in Masechet P’sachim, 118b),
in past articles, but I take this opportunity to
review some of them.

Consider:

*  Both encounters took place at a body of
water (Yam Suf; Nachal Kishon)

*  Both clashes pitted a weakened Israel
forced to face a far stronger military

*  Both enemies boasted in their massive
chariot forces (600; 900)

*  Both fell in war when their chariot “bri-
gades” were made ineffective, having
been trapped in the marsh and mud of
the sea/river.

CAREER COUNSELING

Heren Frohlich

Career Guidance

Career Change

Effective Job Search

wiaw_kerencarear.org.il .
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BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

*  Both victories were celebrated by songs
of praise to Hashem

*  Both praises were led by prophetesses
(Miriam, [who led the women]; Devorah)
Despite the numerous similarities of the
two events there is, I believe, an essential
distinction between the two experiences.
The distinction, however, cannot be appre-
ciated without first studying the history of
Israel’s relationship with their neighbors - a
history recorded in the earlier p’rakim and
elucidated by Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch.
Rav Hirsch reviews the earlier years and
points to the p’sukim in the third perek [5-7]
that relate how B’nai Yisra’el had been ignor-
ing the Torah’s decree not to assimilate with
the idolatrous nations around them. Yet, the
text describes how Israel intermingled with
the surrounding nations, intermarried with
them, and, as the Torah predicted, abandoned
their commitment to the One G-d. Hashem
punished their unfaithful behavior by letting
them fall into the hands of these neighboring
nations, with the hope that such subjugation
would awaken Israel to return. But they did
not. Nonetheless, despite their wayward
ways, Hashem responded to His nation’s cries
and saved Israel from each enemy. But their
regret after the years of misery was but fleet-
ing for, despite the reprieve offered to them
by G-d, they continued in their sinful ways .
But the arrival of the Northern Canaanite
tribe under the harsh reign of Yavin, brought
twenty years of suffering for Israel who,
once again, Israel cried out to G-d. This time,



Hashem responded through His prophetess,
Devorah. And so, begins our haftarah.

Past history makes it clear that Israel’s past
pleas for relief did not lead the nation to genu-
ine repentance. But under the leadership and
inspiration of Devorah, there was a change.
The suffering under Yavin and Sisera (his
general), was far more difficult than those of
the past. Pointing to Devorah’s words in her
“shirah” (5; 8), Rav Hirsch reminds us that,
throughout the 20 years of Canaanite con-
trol, all of Israel’s weaponry was confiscated,
leaving Israel with “neither spear or shield”.
The situation was beyond difficult. It was,
seemingly, impossible. In effect, Israel faced
the decision of “ein breirah”, they had no
choice — much as the Israelites felt at Yam Suf.

But there was a difference.

The Israelites escaping the Egyptian army
had no choice but to rely on the G-d they
hardly knew. They saw their “savior” — pri-
marily - as being Moshe. The miracle at the
Red Sea was wrought so that the nation would
discover G-d.

At Nachal Kishon, the nation of Israel knew
well who Hashem was and what He could
do. But they also recognized that they had
turned away from G-d far too often in the
past. Their pleas and prayers then, were not
meant to discover a G-d they did not know...
but to return to THE ONE, the ONLY ONE,
who could help them.

When we are faced with a situation that
gives us no choice, “ein breirah”, [ch’v”sh] our
tefillot must direct us to remember, repent
and return to the ONLY ONE, who can - and
who will - help us!m

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can

be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

Unique penthouse in new boutique building,
Greek Colony, 217 sqm on one level with 80 sqm

terrace, 110 sqm private roof, amazing views

[
Stunning new 120 sqm apt in Rehavia/Shaa're

Hessed, Sukkah balcony. 5 rooms, high-end
finishes, elevator. Full of light

Charming & modern 140 sqm apt in the City
Center with views to Golden Dome, 4 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms, 2 parking spots and a big storage room

Modern apt in a new elegant building, Old
Katamon, 55 sqm, 2 rooms. Sukkah balcony,
parking and storage. High-end finishes

&T INVEST

972-26744000

Tel: 054-480-4767 W
real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il
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WE ARE HONORED TO INVITE YOU TO A LANDMARK EVENT ON HAR HAZEITIM, A
HISTORIC TWO-DAY MISSION TO ONE OF JUDAISM’S HOLIEST SITES MARKING THE
DEDICATION AND INAUGURATION OF THE NEW VISITOR EDUCATION CENTER WITH

LEADING PERSONALITIES FROM ISRAEL AND ABROAD.

(}éﬁm@( 17-18.2026

I"9WN TR "N - 0w Y

IN A :\;/ MISSION TO ISRAEL

For thousands of years, Har Hazeitim has stood as one of the holiest sites in Jewish history,
overlooking the Makom Hamikdash and serving as the eternal resting place of prophets,
sages, and generations who sanctified this sacred mountain. Out of its painful neglect was
born the International Committee for Har Hazeitim, founded by Menachem and Avrohom
Lubinsky 15 years ago, whose vision and devotion are restoring dignity and holiness while
securing the mountain through comprehensive protection and a new on-site police station
built into the Visitor Education Center.

This February marks a historic cornerstone dedication celebrating the inauguration of the new
Visitor Education Center. The center will welcome millions of visitors from around the world in
safety, reverence, and deeper understanding.

S3,500

SINGLE

S1.SO0

COUPLE

S10,000 S55.000

GOLD SPONSOR COUPLE

UPLE FULL FULL EVENT FULL EVENT

EVENT

VIP DINNER

|3

NTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR 3478887516 | info@harhazeisim.org

HAR HAZEITIM 1226 East 107 St Brockiyn NY 11230



EREIESAY. FEB 17 2026

MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER GALA DINNER IN JERUSALEM
BENJAMIN NETANYAHU (susJect 1O MK Yoav Ben Tzur - Former Chairman
CHANGE) Hon. Malcolm Hoenlein - Former

Chairman, Conference of Presidents of

WELCOMECHIEF RABBIS OF ISRAEL Major American Jewish Organizations

Ashkenazi: Rabbi Kalman Ber

. A ; Foreign Minister Gidon Saar
Sephardic: Rabbi David Yosef

Defense Minister Yisrael Katz
STATE WELCOME Jerusalem Mayor Moshe Lion

His Excellency Yitzchak Herzog, President,
State of Israel

(Meeting at the Presidential Residence)
Musical Program in honor of Yerushalayim

Exhibit — 15 years of changing the

CREATVEMEDIA

landscape on Har Hazeitim

Photo Opp with President Herzog

WEDNESDAY, FEB 18 2026

KNESSET CELEBRATES HAR HAZEITIM

MK Yoav Ben Tzur - Former Chairman of the Har Hazeitim Caucus
Hon. Amir Ohana - Speaker of the Knesset
Film — The Resurrection of Har Hazeitim

TOUR OF VISITOR EDUCATION CENTER CONSTRUCTION SITE |[HAR HAZEITIM
Kel Moleh Rachamim
Kaddish for all martyrs buried on Har Hazeitim

LUNCHEON (ABOVE HAR HAZEITIM)
Award to MK Yitzchak Goldknopf for his friendship and support

RECEPTION AT THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
The Hon. Mike Huckabee, US Ambassador to Israel

Due to the situation in Israel, this schedule is tentative and subject to
change, and may include additional meetings with senior officials.

To register, please visit: harhazeisim.org

OR contact Moshe Bruce at 0545364737 | moshe.brucel@gmail.com
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“...they believed in God and in His servant
Moshe.” (Shemot 14:31)

As Bnei Yisrael stood at the shores of the Yam
Suf and witnessed the sea split before their
eyes, the Torah attests that now they believed
in Hashem and in Moshe. Rav Tzadok HaKohen
explains that embedded within this verse is an
additional message: not only must one believe
in God — one must believe in oneself.

This theme resonates with Tu B’Shvat,
which we will celebrate this coming week.
In the cold stillness of winter, when the trees
seem lifeless and bare, we begin to see the
first signs of blossoming. The budding tree
testifies to hidden potential — life stirring
where none seemed present. So too, even in
our darker or more challenging moments, we
must believe in the latent greatness within
us, waiting to bloom.

The Darkei Mussar, citing Rav Simcha
Zissel, distinguishes between two types of
emunah:

Mazal tov to

and family on the birth of a son,
brother of
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RAV KEHILLA, NOFEI HASHEMESH
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Emunah through inquiry and study
(7pn) — belief reached through intellectual
reasoning.

Emunah through experience (v in) —
belief that emerges from direct encounter,
felt reality, and lived connection.

Language itself hints at this idea. While
the word for “father” varies dramatically
across cultures (dad, abba, tata), the word
for “mother” is strikingly similar worldwide
— ma, ema, mama. This root is shared with
the word emunah. A child instinctively trusts
a mother who has carried, nurtured, and sus-
tained them; the trust is born of closeness. So
too, the deepest form of emunah is not merely
belief — it is relationship.

To illustrate: imagine someone who has
never tasted bread. He may accept a scien-
tific study claiming that bread is filling. But a
new study may later persuade him otherwise.
Intellectual conclusions can be overturned.
But someone who tastes bread — who has
felt its satiation — cannot be shaken. His
knowledge is experiential.

So it is with our faith. If emunah is based
only on philosophy or abstract ideas, it can
be unsettled by new arguments. But when
emunah flows from encounter, from lived
connection with Hashem — through tefillah,
Torah, mitzvot, gratitude, and the ups and
downs of life — it becomes unshakeable. That
is the level Am Yisrael reached at the Yam Suf,



where they didn’t merely hear — they saw.
"OR7Y X" — their eyes confirmed what
their minds already held.

A Chassidic story illustrates this beautifully.
A Rebbe once asked his students if they
believed in God.

“Of course,” they replied.

“I,” said the Rebbe, “do not believe in God.”

Shocked, his students asked what he meant.

“Do you believe this object before us is a
table?” he asked.

“No,” they answered, “we know it’s a table.”

“Exactly,” said the Rebbe. “I don’t believe in
God — I know. I sense Him with the clarity
of something right before my eyes.”

Our task is to strive toward emunah
sheb’chush — a felt faith, a relationship so real
that it becomes part of our daily awareness.

Emunah is not meant to live only in our
minds; it is meant to live in our hearts, in
our experiences, and in our daily lives. It is
built every time we recognize Hashem’s pres-
ence in the ordinary moments — a sunrise,
a breath, a small kindness, a challenge that
strengthens us, a prayer whispered from the
depths of our heart.

As Tu B’shvat remind us - just as the
barren tree blossoms again in mid-win-
ter, so too can our Emunah blossom at
any moment. No matter how cold, dark,
or uncertain life may feel, there is always
potential waiting beneath the surface —in
our relationship with Hashem and in our-
selves. May we cultivate not only belief, but
connection. Not only ideas, but experience.
Not only faith in Hashem, but the courage to
believe in the greatness He planted within
each of us.

( Amechaye

where we fully recharge
Our Mind, Body & soll

N Life-Changing
Health & Detox experience
NIR ETZION RESORT

APRIL 26-30 2026
TIKI A" - IR D

K. Yuval Asherov Hacohen

Days of health

For the Body & Soul

Discover the perfect balanace
between physical and spirtual health
through interactive workshops
and delicious,nutrition meals
all designed to leave you feeling
truly refreshed

Health is not the absence
of iliness but the restoration of
balance in the body and soul

The body is designed to heal
when we stop interfering
with its natural wisdom

LECTURE TOPICS
Texins, Stress & the Less of Makural Balance
The Connedion Batween Body, Emations and Heallh
d Lifestyle: as fhe Key 1o Long-Term Wedbeing Y
[ Restering Energy Through Natural Liing J

Intreductory prices valld untll February 1, 2026

Singhe Guest (Double Room) - §1,568
Single Guest [Private Room) - §2,435
Two Guests (Double Room) - §3,130

FOR MORE INFORMATION REGISTRATIO

WWW.AMCHAYE.COM | 055-2119918
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NEW NOTE PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

By WOMEN

FOR WOMEN SERVANT KING

1 ; E A NEW MUSICAL
] ERUSALEM
JAMUARY 25, 29 — SURTITLES 1M
FEBRUARY 1, 2, 5 ENGLISH & HEBREW

BEIT SHEMESH
FEBRUARY 8

DAVIDSERVANTKING.COM
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PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS

Flawless finishes
that add elegance

to any space. Wall —_
& Ceiling repairs
Smoothing,
Straightening,
and perfecting
every surface.
Spackling &Prep
Work- Because e
the foundation

o 3
matters. DAVID KUSHNER e

058-661-0728

We can rescue any wall or ceiling.E A

DKL

Celebrating
50 years

in Law

Your Inheritance is
WORTH
fighting for!
Secure your rights with our
Legal Expertise.

amazon

Look inside §
The Complote Guide To
Call now: Wills And Inheritance
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WATE R?RDOF

[ PPN

ur home

SEALING SERVICES

* Leak detection + moisture

» Sealing solutions ""il:'{:v

* Water damage expert

* Roof coating

* Waterproofing, pools, porches,
stone walls, tiled roofs

» High standerd interior -

exterior painting ==
* Licensed & insured

shmuelnathan4d@gmail.com

052-840-5660

UK & ISRAEL REGISTERED

Alan Nevies

40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

CLINIC
IN
MODIIN

@ Back pain & Sciatica

@ Headaches & Neck Pain

@ Musculoskeletal & Sports Injuries

“ Working closely with Orthopaedic
Surgeons, Neurologists,
Rheumatologists & Family Doctors

< Email: a.nevies@outlook.com
Tel: 073-321-4181
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Trees and
Teachers

Following the Splitting of the Sea, the Torah
records two places where the Jews encamped.
The first, Marah, was a place with bitter
waters. Hashem instructs Moshe Rabbeinu
to cast a piece of bitter wood into the waters
and it becomes sweet. The second place, Elim,
was a beautiful oasis with twelve springs of
water and seventy palm trees.

Dr Natan Silver

MBChB, FRCS, Dip Hand Surg
Hand Surgeon
Dual trained UK & Israel A

Conservative and surgical care for
hand disorders and injuries in adults
and children of all ages

» Hand, wrist and thumb-base arthritis

Joint rep
Hand and wrist trauma o m,rlF"
Injections for carpal tunnel, :‘E%ﬂs' 7
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It is curious that in recounting Am Yisrael’s
travels in the desert as recorded in parashat
Mas’ei, the Torah deviates from listing each
place, “they travelled and they encamped”
to tell us once again about the springs and
trees in Elim. If the Torah emphasizes this
information, there must be true significance
here.

One approach is suggested by the Chafetz
Chaim zt”]. The Jews complained in Marah
about the bitter waters, yet just a stop away
was a lush wellspring. So often we hyper
focus on our present situation without paus-
ing to realize that life is a journey and “just
around the corner,” goodness and salvation
await. The abundance in Elim serves as a
perpetual reminder for us that we are in
Hashem’s caring Hand and sometimes we
must exercise patience and trust until we see
the obvious blessing.

Rashi alludes to a Midrash teaching that
Hashem prepared this oasis at the time of
bri’at ha’olam — the creation of the world.
There were twelve springs, one for each tribe
and seventy palm trees to provide rest and
fruit for each of the seventy elders. The Ram-
ban adds that Hashem arranged this for the
glory of the people and the glory of the sages.

Rav Simcha Broide, zt”1, Rosh Yeshiva of
Chevron, offers an important lesson to learn
from this section. Each elder sat under a dif-
ferent palm tree, similar to Devorah who sat
under a palm tree as she taught and judged
the people. The elders did not need the tree
for shade; they had the Clouds of Glory that



shielded them from the sun. The trees were
a symbol of prominence, according honor to
each of the elders. Here Am Yisrael learned
the value of treating elders of Torah with
respect and reverence.

As the Jews were preparing to receive
the Torah, this was a crucial message. One
must show the utmost respect to the values
of Torah, and to those who transmit its mes-
sages. Particularly in the age of Al, we can’t
forget that Torah’s vibrancy and efficacy is
shared through the Talmidei Chachamim
in each generation. We see how important
this lesson is — worth a second mention in
parashat Mas’ei. m

LOOKING FORA
CAREGIVING JOB ("Metapel")

Hi, | am Mariano from the Philippines.

I am looking for a position to assist
patients in Israel. Specialty: Experience
with disabled patients (seeking position

from age 1-67). Qualities: Warm,
devoted, and family-oriented approach.

Availability: Inmediate, Full time, Live-in.
I am a loyal and hardworking person
who gives 100% to the patient.

Recommendations available upon request.
Please text or call me: 050-5452064

Tzitzit for Tzahal in RBSA
Every Tuesday night
o1
27 Nachal Maor ﬁ[}
(Ohr Shalom Shul) '

o) 19:00 - 21:30
0542133350 whatsApp only

CARLEBACH

PENTHOUSE OF 4-5 BRS - OLD ARNONA

BOUTIQUE BUILDING, PRE CONSTRUCTION OFFER SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
BY THE FINANCING BANK FOR A SUBSIDIZED CONTRACTOR LOAN

BAKA ! new project on Beith Lechem rd
2 and 3 bedrooms apartments starting 3.39M nis

E -
UXURY IN TH il
GERMAN COLONY i o

19 H'\udsh?gﬁg&“w Eoneers
LOCATION Lgcgpartments |

PERFECTLY SITUATED ON A QUIET, ONE-WAY STREET,
JUST STEPS FROM THE LIVELY EMEK REFAIM
Offering a limited collection of boutique residences

N DANIEL BOuZAGLO ‘SINCEZ50 2005
. JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE
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Ohr Torah Stone and the Tzemach David Foundation

are thrilled to welcome the inaugural cohort of
10th-grade students in the Nelech Program to Israel.

Over the coming semester, this remarkable group of students will
be fully immersed in Ohr Torah Stone’s Ulpanat Neveh Channah and
Yeshivat Neveh Shmuel High Schools — learning, integrating, and
experiencing authentic life in Israel in a meaningful and transformative way,
while deepening their connection to Torah, Israel, and Am Yisrael.

Miriam Averick, Dallas, TX Daniel Friedman, Teaneck, NJ

Avigail Buchsbaum, Elizabeth, NJ llan Greenberg, Toronto, Canada
Dalya Knapp, Teaneck, NJ Raanan Jacobson, Philadelphia, PA
Miri Kramer, Teaneck, NJ Yonah Lalehzari, West Hempstead, NY
Maayan Gal, Atlanta, GA Yonatan Levy, Englewood, NJ
NoaLazerson, Ft. Lauderdale, FL llan Mayer, Boca Raton, FL

Ava Leubitz, Hollywood, FL Aviya Netanel, Aventura, FL

Jayde Mellul, Cherry Hill, NJ Yuval Netanel, Aventura, FL

Aliza Pollack, White Plains, NY Zakkai Nuriely, Hollywood, FL

Liviya Schlachter, Houston, TX Yona Schechter, Springfield, NJ
Moriah Sinensky, Philadelphia, PA Sion Setton, Deal, NJ

Amalia Strosberg, Nashville, TN Hadar Simon Hazani, Philadelphia, PA
Laeya Zaila, Phoenix, AZ

We're o glad you're here!
otsorgil O D O @ O
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Presents

) THESHOW

THAT

FLOPS

‘A MUSICAL COMEDY-

Written and Directed by: AVIGAYIL HOOL

Joined by a fantasitc castl!

l.(ﬁ_::-p.’o'.' ec‘\

by noted |
"-\\g:,_.]-_;cn_'nlo:s/;'

The Israeli Center for Excellence in Education
1 Derech Kolitz, Givat Messuah, Yerushalayim

Monday February 16, 2026 @ Doorsopen19:30 @ Performance begins 20:00

For tickets visit our webzite ar call AUDIENEE REABTIDNS
(8 052-761-8812 20:50-22:30 e s
Sunday - Thursday and Motzel Shabbos A;’-fﬂffi’ffﬁ' ARaATING

“Cried with laughter”

i hoolarious.com

“Something different

Women and girls only 5 3
and refreshing!!”



SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Our Sedra, Parshat Beshalach, recalls the
incredible miracle of Kriat Yam Suf; the Split-
ting of the Sea of Reeds.

Kriat Yam Suf, and the spontaneous Song of
Praise and appreciation that the Jewish People
sang is of course such an important moment in
Jewish history, that we recall each and every
morning as part of the verses that precede
Tefilat Shacharit each day. There is one par-
ticular verse that we recite each morning that
I find to be exceptionally inspirational.

“Uvnei Yisrael halchu bayabasha b’toch
haYam”- “And the Jewish people walked on
dry land within the Sea...” The simple inter-
pretation of this verse is that as the Jewish
people traversed the Sea of Reeds, a miracle
occurred allowing the sea to part and liter-
ally the Jewish people walked on dry land.
There are several rabbinic teachings in both
the Midrash and the Talmud that depict the
scene as the sea actually parting into twelve
sections, and each tribe walking on its own

Ohel Leah Synagogue, Hong Kong

Deputy Rabbinical Couple

A warm and welcoming community is  Ideal Candidates:

looking for a young couple (full-time « Enthusiastic and passionate

positions) who are enthusiastic,
friendly, and open to the adventure of
living in Hong Kong. Each spouse will
hold a separate position, contributing
uniquely to the community.

couple.

For full details please

inspire youth.
scan the QR Code.

Please send your resume to: outreach.

W applications@ohelleah.org
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Familiarity with Sephardic
traditions and culture a plus.
Proficient in English (native-like
command), with additional
fluency in French and/or Hebrew.
Strong desire to engage and

Experience in educational
programming and community

path amid the waters.

The Sefat Emet, the Gerrer Rebbe zy'a
, offers the following interpretation of our
verse- On Dry land amidst the Sea- Even
amid the ordinary, the miraculous can shine;
revealed and concealed coexist, and Hashem’s
light flows into every step of everyday life.

The Noam Elimelech, Rebbe Elimelech of
Lijensk zy'a , offered a unique interpretation
of our pasuk.

“The verse speaks of the idea that “...the
children of Israel walked on dry land amidst
the sea...’ that is that G-d gifted them with such
revelation that even after they had passed
through the sea, and were now on dry
land, their faith and ability to experience
G-d’s presence, was exactly as they felt
while in the midst of the sea, in the midst
of the miracle...

The Noam Elimelech explains that Am
Yisrael was so impacted by the miracle of
Kriat Yam Suf, that even after the miracle
had ceased, the revelation
stayed with them, the miracle
remained with them.

The Birkat Avraham, the
Slonimer Rebbe zy'a, taught
that the word b'toch (within) is
equal in gematria to the word
chatach (one who divides or
distributes), a reference to the
fact that Hashem Yitbarach is
indeed the source of parnasa-
sustenance and stability.

A person might often feel that



he or she is drowning in debt or stress, that
the waters of trouble are surrounding them
on all sides, and they might not see or intuit
any natural way out from under the pend-
ing waves that they fear will engulf them. In
such circumstances, says the Rebbe, a Jew
must always recall and be strengthened by
remembering the great miracle at the Sea, ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
and realize that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is the COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER
One who will bring them out of the depths.
The same is true, the Rebbe continues, LET YOUR JOURNEY

in spiritual matters. At times, one feels as HOME BEGIN WITH US
if they are walking on dry land, they feel

spiritually uninspired- dried out, within the FEATURED PROPERTIES
sea of Kedusha. In such instances, a person AND PROJECTS IN ISRAEL

must recognize that even those spiritual dry

spells are also from the Ribono Shel Olam, and JERUSALEM JERUSALEM
¢ Old City Old Katamon

thus be strengthened to persevere, and con-  REVIRRECITPRY: VT I U N R
tinue to cross the proverbial sea, to immerse * Duplex 3 bedrooms
th I inthe S £ Kedush h ¢ 3 bedrooms Sukkah

emselves in the Sea of Kedusha, even when [y Parking & storage
they might feel at the moment as if they are  [KEZOELELIIS Great location
walking along on dry land. Hashem is there W12M / $3.83M W5.7M / $1.82M
with us, even when we might be struggling. BEIT SHEMESH HERZLIYA

May we all merit to embrace, and be Neve Shamir Fully Renovated

. R 3 bedrooms 3 bedrooms
strengthened by these beautiful teachings Sukkah 1st floor
from the Sefat Emet, the Noam Elimelech and ::‘;:‘;gg :'a‘:i‘?:; IDG
the Birkat Avraham of Slonim zy'a, and be able Great deal Storage room
to reflect on the miracle of Kriat Yam Sufas a m2.6M / $830K W4.75M / $1.52M
source of eternal chizuk, so we may have the CARMEI GAT NETANYA
fortitude to face life's challenges, with the faith 4 gedizooms Amlazing P dresale
o . 2 bathrooms Only 20% down

and confidence that Hashem is indeed there Excellent condition | » 250 meters from
together with us, every step of the way. m Sukkah balcony beach

Parking Rare opportunity
Storage Starting Price:

HA N DYM A N W2.4M / $770K W3.8M/ $1.21M

pepais- Pantng - Elcriclty B SRTE I

Plumbing Tel Aviv | Jerusalem
Q@ Jerusalem & surrounding areas
Avraham g%g +972-54-441-5704
e 058-799-7833 & FE5 KimBashRealEstate.com g = g2
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/J NISHMAT-NNWI
The Jeanie Schottenstein Center For Advanced Torah Study For Women

The Dr. Monique C. Katz Campus The Alisa M. Flatow Building

NOURISH YOUR MIND. FEED YOUR SOUL.

Weshmatly Ol
BEIT MIDRASH

WINTER 2026 SEMESTER

e Study Torah in depth from some of the best teachers in Israel
¢ Improve your skills in Tanach, Halacha, Talmud & more
¢ Join classes from anywhere in the world

CHECK OUT OUR FULL MENU OF CLASSES
& REGISTER TODAY!

office@nishmat.net
nishmat.net/online-beit-midrash




A7 ISRAEL MAGEN FUND
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A SOLDIER

THIS COMING MARCH 2026 OVER
800 YOUNG MEN FROM YESHIVOT HESDER
WILL BEGIN THEIR ARMY SERVICE.

Please join us as we supply each one with a
letter of appreciation and welcome kit that
will bolster their spiritual and physical well being.

For more information:

israelmagenfund.org () 0547809175
%% @ Office@israelmagenfund.org

Adopt a Soldier is a campaign of the Israel Magen Fund, a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit in the U.S. and an authorized Israeli amutah (Reg. #580724318).



BADERECH

RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

Tree of Life

Rebbe Yosef Yitzchok, the Freidiker (“Pre-
vious”) Rebbe of Lubavitch was on a leisurely
walk through the forest with his father, Rebbe
Shalom Dov Ber zy’a, when Reb Yosef Yitz-
chok absentmindedly plucked a leaf off a tree
as they passed by it on the trail.

Surprised, the father turned to his son and
admonished him for his seemingly harmless
action: “The leaf you tore from its branch
was created by the Ribbono Shel Olam for
a specific purpose! It is alive, its physical
structure is akin to a body, it’s imbued with
a Divine life-force, it’s guided by Hashgacha
Pratis (Divine providence). Every blade of
grass, every leaf on every tree is invested
with G-d’s own vitality, created intentionally,
each with a Divine spark, part of a ‘soul’ that
has descended to earth to find its correction
and fulfillment. How can you be so callous
towards the creation of God?”

The Ba’al Shem Tov taught: the all-encom-
passing Oneness of Hashem is the fundamen-
tal reality underlying all Creation; everything
is an expression of singular, Divine whole, the
Ein Sof, the Infinite. Therefore, coming into
contact with even one part, one element of
Creation, is connecting to the entirety. Far
beyond the Transcendentalist thinkers and
writers of the 19th Century, the Holy Baal
Shem Tov vividly perceived the interconnect-
edness of Creation with a supernal ecosystem,
where all things share the same root and all
pulsate with the same Divine heartbeat. All
of Creation is branches of one tree.

Torah itself is called “Eitz Chayim, a Tree of
Life for all those who grab onto it.”(Mishlei
3) When we grab hold of a single leaf at the
very edge of the tree, a small twig, flower
or fruit, we are “ocheiz b’kulah”, holding on
to the entire tree as well, connected to the
whole of Truth and Wisdom. (Baal Shem Tov
al haTorah, Nasso)

In the same way that the Rebbe, Reb Sho-
lom Dov Ber was sensitive to every blade of
grass, every flower petal, so do we need to

SEAVIEW ISRAEL EORFVALELWY.OUR PR.OPERTY EE@S

Jonathan Gellis
0538236143
Sales and
Renovations

- | Avraham Lev:»
’0' 0586927574

WWW.seaview/lsraelfcom
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cherish every word of Torah learnt, every
letter, every mitzvah. Connecting with just
one idea or verse of Torah, uttering a single
word of prayer, we are bound to the entirety
of the infinite universe of Jewish experience
and knowledge.

Part of the Torah is the whole of Torah;
every detail is equally connected to the
Source and the same Divine current flows
through every nekudah, and every authentic
commentary and chidush throughout time.

Shabbos Shirah features the Song of the
Sea at Kriyas Yam Suf, the Splitting of the
Sea of Reeds. In the midst of Az Yashir, the
song of praise celebrating the Exodus from
Egypt, Moshe has a vision of the End of Days:
Tvi’emo v’sitaeimo b’har nachalasecha, “Bring
us to and implant us upon the mount of Your
inheritance...” He envisions us ‘planted’ on
Har HaBayis, flourishing with Temple con-
sciousness, rooted in the headquarters of
Divine space, time and awareness, drawing
from the infinite Source of All Life. So may
it be!

Tu b’Shvat sameach, a meaningful and
sweet New Year for the Trees to you and to
all of us who strive to cling to any and every
partofit!m

Browse the winter Book Sale
in the German Colony!

A huge selection of 2nd hand novels and
books in English, in excellent condition.
From kids books to cookbooks and Jewish
Seforim. Thrillers, romance, historical
fiction, comics, etc... Toys and dolls too.

Something for all age ranges.
Running till Friday, February 6th%

For info and address call/whatsapp: 0523392814

ELITEMED

STOP WAITING.
GET REAL CARE.

ELITEMED SPECIALISTS

PREMIUM MEDICAL CARE IN MODI'IN

A true American-style clinic with
unparalleled service and professionalism.
Super fast access to Israel's top
specialists.

YOUR HEALTH, OUR PRIORITY!

Cardiology
Orthopedics

ENT

Gynecology
Gastroenterology
Dermatology
Neurology
Urology
Ophthalmology
Endocrinology
Pulmonology
Geriatrics
Proctology
Podiatry

Pediatric specialties
Aesthetics

WHY ELITEMED?

Vv Very fast appointments
Vv Carefully selected top specialists
Vv Personalized care that puts you first

Vv Stunning new clinic in Yishpro Center

BOOK NOW

() www.elitemed.co.il

Ayala 360, 21 Hamelachot Street,
Building B, 5th Floor Yishpro Center, Modiin

O 073-321-4181
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TSAVTA

A new luxury project from the developers of Quadra in the heart of Mekor Chaim.

Swimming pool | Gym | Lobby yard 5 beautiful apartments available:
High-end specifications | Parking | Storage [ECIGPEIGELLLERIETELRCIEEERR L TN

+9272 54-766-0338
yitzyscapitil.com

CAPITII

BEAL EETATE AGENET

New this summer:
A Unique Summer Ca

Experience Here In Is

The true, full summer camp experience here -in Israel!

= = PACKED
INDIVIDUALIZED THREE TRACE PROGRAM WHATSAPP-

(©+972 58-705-6863

EMAIL

info@marashahleyisrael.org

LEARN MORE AT
www.morashahleyisrael.org

ann
nwm
TN

- " AN AMATING, INSPIRIMG SPACE R
CAMFERS STAY ACTIVE AND : < il
CHALLENGED WITH 0ROANIED NARE3-ON FAXN EXFIRENCE. FOR KUMZITZ AMD ART TO MORASHA

e ——— LEARNING PRACTICAL AND EXPLORE AND EXPRESS TALENTS LEYISRAEL -

= PUTROOR SWILLS, MEANNGFUL B 5 =
FAST-PAL SUMMER LOND. . a s
e - PROJECTS, AND GROWTH.
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K
STBONG HOOTS STHONG ISIH\EL

QUIETLY, FACTS ARE BEING ESTABLISHED ON THE GROUND. WHILE
THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITIES PLANTS MILLIONS OF TREES IN
JUDEA AND SAMARIA TO SEIZE CONTROL OF THE LAND, WE ARE
FIGHTING BACK. IM TIRTZU IS PLANTING FRUIT TREES TO
SAFEGUARD THESE VITAL AREAS FROM A HOSTILE TAKEQVER .

THIS TU B'SHVAT, HELP US
PLANT THOUSANDS OF TREES
AND PROTECT ISRAELI LANDS!

FOR MORE DETAILS: ADEL@IMTI.ORG.IL
TO SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN SCAN:




&2, HUDESHS%AR
's Seminar Program
SAVE THE DATE!
Tuesday, Tuesday 17

9:15 am - 1:00 pm

Yerushalyaim and Beit Shemesh!

Details coming soon!
“Turning Despair
] $1]
into Hope { S
wwwyeshezra.org e
g Director: Menachem Persoff

THIS WEEK: Needed NIS 5,000
to assist a poor young couple with
a 4-year-old child living in a
dilapidated one-room apartment
in a seedy neighborhood.

Website: www.yeshezra.org
Bank Transfer: Mercantile (17),
Branch 642, A/C 79747843

(Call Sara with ID for tax break)
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem

Credit Card:

Sara —058-530-9161

(Sun-Wed 10:30 - 14.00)

Donate with: JGive&®

*Tax benefit available for donations according
to section 46a of the Israeli tax code

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff
050-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com

THIS WEEK'S INSPIRATIONAL

The Bais (for Men)

Semichat Chaver Program Rav
Elyada Goldwicht

@ Bet Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Keren Hayesod St.

The Bais (for Men)

Semichat Chaver Program
Rav Elyada Goldwicht

@ Bet Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Keren Hayesod 5t.

*The schedule is subject to change

Subscribe to our QU Israel
Whatsapp Community for all
information related to OU lsrael
classes and programs, including
last minute schedule changes
and updates, by scanning

the QR Code above.

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS ARE
FOR MEN ONLY




Tor a4
TORAH LEARNING WITH OU ISRAEL QJ] Wn

FEB 3 Federation of Broward County Y/ Federation

h UESDAY OU Israel is supported by the Jewish AR

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa
9:20 AM 11:25 AM

Understanding Tefila P’shat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:15 AM 12:20 PM
Rambam: Letters & Introductions Unlocking the Messages of

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Chazal
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin St. Rechavia

Ak SPECIAL EVENT:

Torah Tapestries with Women's Nach Yomi Tiyul
Mrs. Shira Smiles to Tel Lachish
will resume Feb. 10th

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men'’s Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi David Fine
Weekly Kollel Boker-Instructors Rabbi lan Shaffer

include Rabbi Aschi Dick
Rabbi Avi Herzog

1:00PM- NEW/!1!

Meadiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick
Masamerica Offices, 28 Dam HaMacabbiim St,
3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm

7:30 PM Men's Safrut in MODIIN Rabbi Phil Schajer

7:30 PM Men's Safrut in BEIT SHEMESH Rabbi Elie Levi

A

e




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA

@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

9:15AM
Modern Masters
Rabbi Sam Shor

10:20 AM

From Text to Tachlis: Halacha in
Action Rabbi Jeremy Perlow
[Rabbi Manning will resume Feb. 18]

11:25 AM

Mussar and Self Improvement:
A study of Rav Kook's sefer
Midot HaRayah

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

12:30 PM

Jews in the Middle Ages:
External Threats and Internal
Developments

Dr. Deborah Polster

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN ARNONA

@ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon,

11 Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

2:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM
Parashat Hashavua
Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:25 AM
Trailblazing the Text of Tanach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

BET KNESSET OHEL YITZCHAK
@ Keren Hayesod Street

8:00 PM
Halachic Controversies
[the Bais) Rabbi Aschi Dick

DROEE:

#THEOUISRAEL
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L NeXtGen
Beit Shemesh:
A Taste of Tu B’Shvat

THE INNER TREE- U

A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF
TU B’'SHVAT : _
Effie Sussman b.;wmlmm 4
wonnwen in Uhweir

Ao s

MACRAME WORKSHOP
Make a Macrame Hanging Planter

30 NIS | Register at

www.ouisrael.org/events/nextgen-tubshvat-bs

AWESOME FRIDAYFROGRAMMFNG CATERED MEALS

INTERACTIVE SESSIONS HAVDALAH CONCERT_.
| " i anpso m 38

'Yo don rwaﬁ o miss this! *

Applications open until
| Sunday, February 15th at 22:30

e @

et s P

Apply today atisrael.ncsy.org
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85 NIS TUESDAY, FEB. 3 x
'returning around 2:30 PM 4"

LEAVING 9:00AM FROM LEAVING 8:45AM FROM
BIG FASHION-BEIT SHEMESH INBAL HOTEL - YERUSHALAYIM
WITH HAVA PREIL . WITH IIM FRA.NKEL

= - gl
sh h sbﬂeﬁ‘?usl Iﬂcontslhfromthotlme i
] 1L lebrating the
explore thomte

L

2

pre- Chagim |

ther Daudht Do
tho Programéh =

Groups of mothers and daughters prepared for Tu B'shvat
together across the country through Torah, art and games!

To have your community join for our Purim event, email:
womens.division@ouisrael.org
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YACHAD

A Run for Yachad Israel

' L (=
A

ﬁ SCAN HERE TO REGISTER
OR GO TO:
| TEAMYACHAD.COM

ASHKELON JERUSALEM




teamncsy.com (

israel@nesy.org



OU ISRAEL

3 ATID BAI\A
) ROSH CHODESH,,
ADAR EVENT

S MONDAY FEB. 16
@ 8PM

Minhal Kehilati (Matnas)
Yissachar 3, Baka

Det S
= oming Soon!

0] OU ISRAEL IMPACTS THOUSANDS.
YOUR PARTNERSHIP MAKES IT
POSSIBLE

* Enhancing life for ofim and their families across Israel
+ Expanding Torah and community programming nationwide

*+ Distributing 14,000 Torah Tidbits weekly across lsrael

* Saving and transforming the lives of thousands of teens at risk

Join the OU Israel Partnership
Be part of strengthening Jewish life across Israel

Annual support from just

360 NIS per couple ®]37[E]
For more information Josh Churney: C O
joshc@ouisrael.org SLAN ME

OUISRAEL.ORG/PARTNERSHIP | 054-281-4604
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SHIUR SPONSORS
To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney
054-281-4604 or donate online:
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

RABBI GOLDSHEIDER'S SHIUR - WED. JAN. 28
Dedicated by Regina Comins in memory of
my friend Amy, Miriam Tova bat Ephraim a“h,
may her memory be a blessing for klal Yisrael

SHIRA SMILES SHIUR - TUE., JAN 20
Dedicated by Meryl Goldwag on her father’s 27" yahrzeit,
Chaskel ben Meirz’l- naw

SHIRA SMILES SHIUR - TUE.JAN 20
Dedicated by Sarah Dahan as an aliyat neshama
on her mother's and sister's yahrzeits
which are on 02w N & respectively.

SHIRA SMILES' SHIUR
Dedicated for the year in memory of
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”1 by Robyn Pocker

THE WED. MORNING BEIT MIDRASH
PROGRAM IN RECHAVIA
Dedicated for the 2026 academic year l'ilui nishmat:
Daniel ben David z’l and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a’h,
and Mordechai ben Moshe 2"l and Reizel bat Yosef
Meir Marcus a”h, zichronam livracha,
parents of Judy & Menachem Marcus

RABBIADLER’S WED. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year by the
Frist family in memory of their beloved daughter
and sister Elisheva Frist z’I-'71 in'7t na xn'o vawr'7x

RABBI BREITOWITZ'S TUE. SHIUR
Dedicated anonymously for the
refuah shleima of Evelina bat Galina

RABBI ASCHI DICK’S MODIIN SHIURIM
FORTHE ACADEMICYEAR
Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger in loving
memory of their parents Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger
and Herbert& Leonore Shulman, zichronam livracha

RABBIMANNING'S WED. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 17:y'7
797 0777 A 27T A"V M2 N M

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S WED. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 17v'7
'7"TANY7W Q210 bW A"V DNNAN N1 DN

RABBITAUB'S WEEKLY THUR. PARSHA SHIUR
Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

RABBI ARI KAHN'S SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year by
Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter for the refuah shleimah
of their granddaughter Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN TUE. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families in memory of
Mel & Sylvia David z'l
'7°1,0j727 X201 VXN DNNAX 2 '7Tan bNan
7°1,7TIN QIR A7 2N N2 AN DAY

RABBIY0SSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR
Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilial
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

Netanel Shimoff
Injury & Health Claims
Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice
Work Accidents | Negligence &
Insurance | Bituach Leumi

SHIMOFF AZOULAY

Law Firm

Avia Azoulay
Civil & Commercial
Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts
Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Wills & Estates

O 02-5660002 9 King George 16 A Jerusalem @ Office@aslegal.co.il @ aslegal.co.il

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally
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RABBI ABRAHAM

TWERSKI 7"yt
Fifth Yahrzeit Presentation

19 8 19:30 Israel
SHEVAT SUNDAY, FEB. 5:30 uK
5786 2026 12:30 EsT

Video presentation honoring his memory, featuring
international speakers, as well as lessons from Rabbi Twerski

? OO

Chief Rabbi Rabbi Rabbi Dr. Jacob Rabbi

Sir Ephraim Danny Myers J. Schacter Hanoch
Mirvis KBE Rabbi and Menahel Prof. of Jewish Teller
Chief Rabbi of the in Ramat Beit History and Jewish Internationally-
United Hebrew Shemesh, and Thought, Senior renowned
Congregations of son in law of Rabbi Scholar at Yeshiva author, educator
the Commonwealth Twerski University and lecturer

Link to the event: shorturl.at/PZTJs
Password: Twersky2026

The presentation will remain online, and can be accessed with the link and password

Rare Opportunity in
Luxury Park 8 Complex

1290 sqft

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms
Sukkah balcony

Storage & 2 parking spots
Shabbat Elevator

Fully accessible

09,300,000 (~ $2,960,000)
Contact Shmuly:
CAP I T shmuly@capitil.com

riaL istate asincy 1972 54-872-0470

Price in shekel, USD is subject to change
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SHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

I Am Hashem, Your Healer

Fresh off our liberation from Mitzrayim, we
arrived at the desert encampment of Marah—
just a few stops from Sinai and only weeks
before the great encounter at the mountain.
The water there was bitter, undrinkable.
Hashem instructed Moshe to cast a tree into
the water, and it became sweet.

That act of healing was more than a prac-
tical solution to a physical crisis. It served
as a metaphor for a broader message. If we
accept Hashem’s will and live by His com-
mandments, we will be spared the sickness
and affliction that marked life in Mitzrayim.
Hashem was not only rescuing us from bond-
age; He was revealing Himself as our Healer.

A DISEASED EMPIRE

Fresh off the horrific scenes of Egypt, the
imagery of healing and restored health was
deeply comforting. We had watched a great
empire collapse into ruin over the course of
a single year, battered by relentless Divine

DO YOU SUFFER FROM JOINT PAINT
“Stem Cells™
An in-office mini-liposuction can

provide the cells to treat this
condition naturally

(

FOR INFO: KNEE@SZMC.ORG.IL
WWW.DOCTORZINGER.COM/ARTHRITIS
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plagues. Egypt endured the breakdown of
hygiene, shortages of food, contagious dis-
ease, a sweeping animal epidemic that nearly
crossed into the human realm, and finally
death in every household.

We lived among them, witnessing health
steadily erode and death ultimately descend.
Against that backdrop, Hashem assured us
that we would not be exposed to the same
fate. We would be protected and kept whole
and healthy. His mitzvot were presented not
only as pathways to religious meaning, but
as a regimen for physical health and human
well-being.

ALLIGNMENT

This was not an isolated promise. We were
being conditioned to recognize the alignment
between Divine will and human well-being.
Just weeks before Har Sinai, Hashem was
already demonstrating that Torah would
lead to human health and elevate the human
condition. The horrific illnesses we had wit-
nessed in Mitzrayim would be prevented by
a life shaped by Torah and mitzvot.

COMPASSION, NOT ANGER

At the same time, Hashem was reorient-
ing our understanding of Him, not only our
appreciation of mitzvot. Two centuries of
slavery had eroded the theological world
that the Avot had built. When Moshe stood
at the sneh, he was uncertain how to describe



Hashem to a people whose religious mem-
ory had grown faint. Gradually, we began to
relearn who He is—a G-d who cannot be seen
or fully described. We learned that He is a
Redeemer. On the night of Yetziat Mitzrayim,
as the firstborn of Egypt were struck down,
we also learned that He is our Father.

Yet over the course of the “Year of the
plagues” we had witnessed relentless retri-
bution, punishment raining down from the
heavens. There was a real danger that we
would come to see Hashem as an angry God,
a deity who takes satisfaction in punishing
humanity. That danger was not new. That
image was precisely what Avraham had
labored tirelessly to undo.

For the first two thousand years of history,
humanity was burdened by the mistaken
belief that God was wrathful and vengeful.
That was all they saw—expulsion from Gan
Eden, natural catastrophes, collapsing towers.
From these events, they concluded that God
was perpetually angry. Avraham worked to
introduce a different vision: a compassionate
and caring G-d.

Now his descendants had lost touch
with that tradition and were encountering
Hashem primarily as a punisher. It was there-
fore crucial that, at the first possible moment
after Keriat Yam Suf, Hashem changed the
script. Instead of punishing, He provided life.
Instead of turning water into blood, He healed
bitter water. Hashem was announcing that
He is a Healer, not a Punisher.

HEALING SIN

Over time, the metaphor of healing in reli-
gion took on an added depth. Both Yeshayahu
and Hoshea adopted healing as a metaphor
for teshuva, reframing repentance not as
punishment, but as restoration.

1702

Highest Prices m Paid
Flawless Member
Service
25 years+ Club

Diamond
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Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.
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052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

Hoshea writes:
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“I will heal their waywardness; I will love
them generously, for My anger has turned
away from them.”

Yeshayahu writes:
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“Peace, peace to the far and to the near,
says Hashem—and I will heal him.”

By describing teshuva as healing, these
nevi’'im reshaped how we understand sin
and moral failure. Just as illness does not
define a person, and healing restores some-
one to their natural state, sin does not define
who we are. When we stumble, we are not
essentially corrupt or broken. We remain
the upright and dignified beings Hashem
created, momentarily pulled into something
unhealthy and unnatural.

Teshuva restores us to our original
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kitchen
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condition of moral and spiritual health. Sin is

not intrinsic; like disease, it afflicts us and sets

us back. And like disease, it can be healed.
HEALING HISTORY

While Yeshayahu and Hoshea spoke of
teshuva as healing a fractured moral spirit,
Yirmiyahu spoke of healing a broken Jewish
world. In perek 30, Hashem promises that
we will be redeemed from the fallen state
of galut:

’D 1) D) IO PO 72 NN MUK D
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“For I will bring you healing, and I will heal
you of your wounds, declares Hashem. For
they have called you an outcast.

By casting redemption as healing, Yirmi-
yahu reminds us that galut is not the natu-
ral state of Jewish history. Exile can last a
long time. For a people thousands of years
removed from the Jewish homeland and
from Jewish sovereignty, galut can begin to
feel normal, even permanent. When exile
grows comfortable, we risk forgetting that
it is exile at all, mistaking it for a substitute
for life in Israel.

By framing redemption as healing, Hashem
defines galut as a sickness. Through our
betrayal, history was damaged, and we
became historically unwell. Until we return
to Israel and to redemption, we remain in
a diseased state. We can function as yirei
Shamayim and build a rich, serious religious
life, but it is still a compromised condition
of religious health. Only with our return to
Israel do we recover fully.

HEALING HEARTS

Hoshea and Yeshayahu speak of teshuva as
healing. Yirmiyahu describes redemption as
healing. David HaMelech applies that same
language to the inner life of the individual:
62 TORAH TIDBITS 1646 / BESHALACH
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“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up
their wounds.”

Here, healing is not about repairing a bro-
ken historical script or reshaping moral will
through teshuva. It is something more internal.
Hashem promises to help us through moments
of emotional fracture and pain. When the
heart is broken, when a person feels alone
or worn down, we rely on Hakadosh Baruch
Hu to enter our inner world and walk with us
through our darkest moments.

For David HaMelech, Hashem is the ulti-
mate Healer—not only correcting behavior or
guiding history, but restoring broken identity
and stitching together fractured hearts.

Our Land and our people are filled with
the brokenhearted. During this war so many
have suffered, on every level, and the trauma
will linger for years. We do what we can to
recover—through spirit, faith, courage, and
by caring for one another through these hard
days.

We also turn in tefillah to the Healer who
promised us long ago that He would heal
us and sweeten bitter waters in the desert.
Thankfully, we have enough sweet water to
drink; Israel has been blessed by G-d with the
technology to provide it. What we now ask
is something deeper. We need Hashem to be
part of the healing process—to help rebuild
the broken inner worlds of so many among
our people.

We need Hashem to be our Healer. m

OU Press is honored to partner
with Rabbi Moshe Taragin on his
new volume in Hebrew regarding
the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch
Hahastara). This remarkable book is
also available in English, “Dark Clouds
Above, Faith Below”
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

From Sound
to Song

Last night we were at a concert. Two
pieces were played back to back. The first
was technically flawless. Every musician
was fully present, precisely on time, deeply
committed to their part. No one was off-key,
no one was missing a beat. And yet, the
sound was jarring, dissonant and harsh on
the ear. Everyone was playing together, but
the music never quite settled. It was sound,
but it was not song.

The second piece was different. Each
instrument still carried its own voice, its
own line. No one disappeared into the back-
ground. But now those voices were listening
to one another. Adjusting. Making space.
And suddenly something shifted. The same
number of players, the same level of com-
mitment but what emerged was shira. Not

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN

|i|r‘|‘__-l—\—-\-
A Jormerid

INITIATIVE

just sound, but song. Something melodic,
something that lifted the room.

Shabbos Shira invites us to reflect on
that difference, the subtle but essential
movement from sound to song. Shira is not
created simply by many voices sounding
at once. It does not emerge automatically
from passion, effort, or even sincerity.
True shira is born when distinct voices
align, when individuality is not erased, but
oriented toward a shared purpose. When
voices are not competing for dominance,
but contributing to harmony.

The Haftorah opens with a striking
formulation: 27302 ,5X1¥2 Niy1o Y102
‘N 1172 - Y, When leadership stepped for-
ward in Israel, when the people willingly
responded — bless Hashem. (Shoftim 5:2)
Rashi notes that this praise is directed not
only at those who led, but at those who
responded willingly. Shira does not emerge
from command alone. Presence is not
enough; willingness is what allows sound
to become song.

Ibn Ezra highlights the structure of the

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Brand new apartments for sale on Mekor Chaim St.
Spacious 2, 3 &4 rooms, mirpeset, storage,
parking and Shabbat elevator. From 2.17m NIS.

Great opportunity to buy in a new building under
construction in Arnona/ Talpiot - 2-5 rooms, great
payment terms and prices start at just 2.39m NIS.

For rent in Wolfson Towers, Rechavia
Nicely renovated, 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom,
150m apartment on the 8th floor with an
amazing view. Furnished. 13,700 NIS/month.

THE APPLIANCE )
DOCTOR

SHLOMO ROSHGADOL
o58-558-2630

All brands, all models

In Jerusalemn, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh ‘
and everywhere in between
Service within 24 hours.
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posuk itself. Leadership initiates, and the
people answer. These are two distinct
movements. Leadership without response
remains sound. Response without direction
lacks coherence. Song is created only when
the two meet.

Malbim adds a deeper and more sobering
layer. He explains “y792” as describing a
moment when Israel was parua, uncon-
tained and fractured. Whether because
moral discipline had unraveled, or because
the people were weakened and exposed,
the nation was broken into many dissonant
parts. And yet, Dy 27)nn3, if precisely then,
a people steps forward willingly to act with
courage, this is not a natural occurrence.
It is a Divine one. That is why the pasuk
concludes, 'n 1573, bless Hashem, because
when sound becomes song in a moment of
fracture, it can only be by His hand.

Shirat Devorah is not a solo. Devorah does
not sing alone, and neither does Barak. The
song rises from a nation in which voices
differ, roles are not interchangeable, and
unity is far from guaranteed — yet pur-
pose is shared. We often assume that unity
requires sameness. Shabbos Shira teaches
otherwise. Harmony is not uniformity. It
is attentiveness. It is responsiveness. It is

\i@jjj 8% WELLNESS

MANICURE & MASSAGE
“Where Beauty Meets Healing.”

Expert Nail Services, Relaxing Spa Massages
& Body Treatments.

Experience a Little Bit of America in Jerusalem.
At our Spa, we pride ourselves on
exceptional customer service

and a luxurious, welcoming environment.

053 462 5851

SCAN FOR APPOINTMENT

the discipline of listening closely enough
to shape something together.

Shabbos Shira reminds us that when
voices compete, even sincere effort can
remain mere sound. But when voices lis-
ten, when they attune themselves to one
another, sound becomes song. This song
becomes something strong enough to carry
a people forward.
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RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS

RAV, THE JERUSALEM S
BAKA, JERUSALEM

Rav Kook: Developing

Authentic Awe

(Midot HaRa’aya:
Yir’ah, Piska #5)

Rav Kook distinguishes between the fear
of God’s punishment (yirat ha’onesh), awe
before God’s grandeur (yirat ha’romemut),
and love of God:

“The fear of God’s punishment is to be
differentiated from fear in the sense of awe
before the grandeur of God and from the sen-
sibility of love for Him...” (Midot HaRa’aya,
Yir'ah, piska #5)

There is a profound difference between a
relationship with God that revolves around
fear of punishment and one in which a per-
son is drawn to God by His greatness and
magnificence.

In the same passage, Rav Kook illustrates
this distinction with a beautiful metaphor:

“The fear of God’s punishment is like seeds
planted in a garden. They are not eaten but
are first planted in a small, narrow row,
where they cannot reach full fruition. Once
they reach an initial stage of growth and are
capable of bearing fruit, they are uprooted
and replanted in a large, spacious garden.
There they reach full fruition and become
good food for people to enjoy.”

The early stage of growth represents a
less mature conception of fear—one rooted
primarily in concern over punishment and
discipline. This stage is necessary, but it is
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only the beginning of spiritual development.
True growth occurs when one progresses
toward recognizing God’s majesty and is
drawn to Him through love and awe.

In a similar vein, Rav Kook employs
another evocative metaphor (ibid., piska
#7): the sediment at the bottom of a bottle of
wine. Fear of punishment is likened to the
dregs—an unavoidable part of the process of
producing fine wine. Upon this “crude foun-
dation,” Rav Kook writes, “are built august
edifices, noble thoughts and aspirations,
enchanting the eye with their beauty.” He
concludes by citing the well-known verse:
“The beginning of wisdom is the fear of the
Lord” (Psalms 111:10).

RAMBAM: FEAR AND LOVE

The Rambam, in describing the mitzvah of
fearing God, presents fear and love as comple-
mentary forces. Far from being contradictory,
these emotions work together to cultivate an
ideal relationship with the Divine.

He writes:

“This honored and awesome God—it is our
duty to love and fear Him... When a person
contemplates His great and wondrous works
and creatures and perceives His immeasur-
able and infinite wisdom, he immediately
loves, praises, and glorifies Him... Yet when



he reflects on these same matters, he recoils
in awe and fear, realizing that he is a small,
lowly, and limited creature standing before
the God who is perfect in knowledge.”
(Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah 2:1-2)

THE TALNER REBBE’S INSIGHT

Rabbi Yitzchak Twersky of Brookline, Mas-
sachusetts, the Rebbe of the Talner Shtiebel,
was known for sharing profound divrei Torah
during Seudah Shlishit. In discussing Moshe’s
encounter with the burning bush, the Torah
states:

“Moshe said, ‘I will turn aside and see this
great sight—why is the bush not consumed?”
(Shemot 3:3)

Rashi understands Moshe’s “turning aside”
as a shift of attention—from his previous
focus to the miraculous bush. The Talner
Rebbe, however, was intrigued by an alter-
native interpretation offered by the Kli Yakar,
who suggests that Moshe actually stepped
back from the bush in order to perceive its
light. The intensity of the light, writes the
Kli Yakar, initially prevented Moshe from
grasping its essence.

The Rebbe saw in this image a powerful
metaphor for the relationship between love
and fear of God. We are drawn toward divine
light, yet simulta-
neously compelled
to step back in awe
and trepidation.
This tension lies
at the heart of
authentic religious
experience.

A devoted stu-
dent of the Ram-
bam, the Talner
Rebbe suggested

Rabbi Isadore Twersky zt'l

that this is precisely the dialectic described
in Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah (2:1-2): the oscil-
lation between love and fear that defines
genuine engagement with God. (See Torah
of the Mind, Torah of the Heart, R. Twersky,
ed. David Shapiro, pp. 103-105.)
DEVELOPING AWE OF GOD

The Talmud (Menachot 43b) teaches that
one is obligated to recite one hundred bless-
ings each day. This obligation is derived from
the verse:

“And now, Israel, what (mah) does Hashem
your God ask of you?” (Devarim 10:12)

Although the Talmud does not explain the
derivation explicitly, Rashi notes that the
word mah (“what”) can be read as me’ah
(“one hundred”). Thus, the verse can be
interpreted as: “Now, Israel, Hashem your
God asks one hundred of you”—a reference to
the daily obligation of one hundred blessings.

By filling our days with blessings—during
prayer, before and after eating, and through-
out ordinary moments—we invite God’s pres-
ence into our lives. Pausing to acknowledge
that our sustenance comes from divine gen-
erosity opens our awareness to the heavenly
light that permeates the world.

THE BRISKER RAV AND
THE HUNDRED BLESSINGS

A story is told about the Brisker Rav, Rabbi
Yitzchak Ze’ev Soloveitchik, who was once a
guest in a home in Switzerland. On Shabbat
afternoon, he asked for a banana and an
apple, but did not eat them. The fruit was
brought to the Brisker Rav but the fruit

Dr Muriel Metzger MD, MSc¢
Endocrinologist-Diabetologist
Emek Refaim 64, Jerusalem, 077-5560562
Nahal Tzeelim 6, Ramat Beit Shemesh, 02-9701100
Osteoporosis, Diabetes, Thyroid & Hormonal dysfunctions
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remained untouched. After Shabbat the host
finally gathered the courage to ask why he
requested the two fruits and proceeded not
to eat either of them.

The Brisker Rav explained that he initially
needed the fruit because he was missing two
blessings to complete the required hun-
dred. (An apple requires the blessing borei
pri ha’etz, and a banana requires borei pri
ha’adamah.) However, during the afternoon
Mincha davening he was called to the Torah,
where he recited two blessings—one before
the reading and one after—thus fulfilling his
obligation.

This story illustrates the meticulous care
with which one should approach mitz-
vot, particularly blessings. When recited
with intention, blessings infuse daily life
with an awareness of God’s presence and
omnipotence.

SINCERE AWE OF THE ALMIGHTY

Rav Kook writes:

“The fear of God itself must submit to
the discipline of the fear of God.” (Midot
HaRa’aya, piska #10)

This enigmatic statement suggests that
even one’s fear of God must be examined
and refined. When fear becomes habitual or
rote, it risks becoming superficial and empty.

The Rebbe of Kotzk, Rabbi Menachem
Mendel, once observed that early Chassidism
was so spiritually intense and ethereal that
it required physical boundaries. This gave
rise to distinctive garments—the shtreimel,
kapoteh, and gartel—meant to contain lofty
spiritual energies. Today, he lamented, the
opposite is often true: the external trappings
remain, but the inner depth and fervor are
sometimes lacking. The clothing endures, but
the heart and soul are impoverished. (Midot
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HaRa’aya, Soltonovitch, p. 265)

Another poignant Chassidic story reinforces
this message. At Chassidic weddings, it is cus-
tomary for a badchan (jester) to entertain the
bride and groom. On one occasion, a badchan
asked Rav Yoel Teitelbaum, the Satmar Rebbe,
for permission to imitate his distinctive style
of prayer. The Rebbe consented.

As the performance continued, the badchan
noticed tears streaming down the Rebbe’s
face. Alarmed, he stopped and apologized,
fearing he had been disrespectful.

“I am not crying because I was insulted,”
the Rebbe replied. “As I watched you, I began
to wonder: if others can imitate me so well,
perhaps I, too, am merely imitating myself.”
(The Six Constant Mitzvot, R. Berkowitz, p. 213)

The Satmar Rebbe was asking a piercing
question: Am I praying with sincerity and
depth, or am I merely going through the
motions? It is a question we must all ask
ourselves — to regularly examine whether
our service of God is authentic or mechanical.

LESSONS FOR LIFE

* Kiss the mezuzah when entering or
leaving your home, reminding yourself
that God created the world and watches
over all that you do.

*  Trust that everything unfolds according
to God’s plan. Even painful experiences
ultimately serve a higher purpose.

*  During prayer, pause over a single line
and read it with fresh eyes and an open
heart. m

=

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.
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German Colony Cottage

Just Listed For Rent! Charming 3-story cottage (180
SOM) with front & back gardens, spacious living and

dining areas, 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, and parking.
Newly renovated. Price: 19,000 NIS Per Month

Hagilgal, Ma'ale Adumim
For Rent! 200 SQM house with 6 Bedrooms, 4 bathrooms,
large private garden, succah balcony, private parking, fully
accessible main level. Asking: 9,500 NIS Per Month

The Olive, Zayit, Efrat
Just Listed For Rent! A one-bedroom, one-bath rental in
the one and only Olive Project, featuring a private garden.
Asking: 3,600 NIS per month. Contact us for more details!

Yehuda Hamacabi, Zayit, Efrat
JUST LISTED! Duplex penthouse in the heart of Zayit,
minutes from the Zayit Mall. 5 Bedrooms, 2 baths, 3 balconies
storage, and beautiful views. Asking NIS 3,180,000

Pitom Haketoret, Zayit, Efrat
JUST LISTED! Beautiful coftage, 274sqm, & bedrooms, 4
baths, denfplay area, a room behind the kilchen, laundry
room, and & large garden. Contact us for more info!

Tirosh, Gefen, Efrat

Private House! Amazing stand-alone house with a huge
wrap-around garden, 11 bedrooms, 8 baths, 372 SQM
built on an almost 800 SQM lot! Contact us for mare info!

|I % Yaniv +972. 2.614.1-‘-142!. I
| S Yaniv@gabairealestate.comf= °
5 |

Elia +972.52.862.92
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UPCOMING EVENTS

ISRAEL

ADEENA SUSSMAN AND LIHI LAPID

IN CONVERSATION

"

v Two leading voices in Israeli culture share insights about the personal
L experiences that inspire their writing, careers, and connection to community.
2!

Monday, February 2 | NBN TLV Center

THE FINANCIALLY SMARTER WOMAN

MARTER Join like-minded, career-driven women in Tel Aviv for an
AN evening of insights and practical tools to help you take
charge of your personal finances.

Monday, February 9 | NBN TLV Center

il BUILDING YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE

Your FOR YOUNG OLIM PROFESSIONALS

1"il_!"-‘t““if“ Join Nefesh B'Nefesh and Blue & White Finance for an inaugural
w "“_'" conference designed to empower you to take control of your finances!

Sunday, February 8 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

| OVERSEAS - TELL YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY!

NBN ON TOUR

Meet the NBN team, get answers, and move forward with your
Aliyah plans with confidence.

ATLANTA | WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4 *+ CLEVELAND | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5
LOS ANGELES | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10

MEDEX NEW JERSEY

An exclusive opportunity to advance your medical career in Israel.
Connect with Ministry of Health officials and get hands-on support
for every stage of your licensure process.

SUNDAY, MARCH 15 | NEW JERSEY

ALIYAH FAIR NEW JERSEY

Meet with Aliyah advisors and connect with prospective Olim to gain
insights into the Aliyah process, financial planning, housing, community
selection, Aliyah benefits, healthcare, retirement, and more!

MONDAY, MARCH 16 | NEW JERSEY
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RESILIENCE INITIATIVES
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PE RAT I o N As our courageous and resilient soldiers
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continue to defend and protect the State
of Israel, Nefesh B'Nefesh, Friends of the
IDF (FIDF), and Jewish National Fund - USA
are committed to giving back.

We are, once again, offering free flights
to help parents be closer to their Lone
Soldiers in Israel.

The Lone Soldiers Program (LSP)
RESILIENCE CENTER

Comprehensive mental health services & emotional support
for International Lone Soldiers returning to civilian life.

Xaw In partnership with
WA 7N Sheba Medical Center

MILUIM FAMILIES, MILUIMNIKIM,
& THOSE AFFECTED BY OCTOBER 7TH

Programming designed to support and create
community for soldiers and their families
affected by October 7th and its aftermath.
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May a mourner during Shloshim
cut his/her nails? Does it depend on the
circumstances?

The short answer is that an avel
may not cut his nails during Shloshim. A
baraita (Moed Katan 17b) cites Rabbi Yehuda,
who equates cutting hair and cutting nails, in
that both are forbidden on Chol Hamoed and
during aveilut. Rabbi Yossi does not equate
nail cutting to haircutting and permits cutting
nails in both circumstances. The gemara (ibid.
18a) concludes with Shmuel’s opinion that we
follow Rabbi Yossi and permit cutting nails
during aveilut as well as Chol Hamoed, except

Cheap movers create
expensive problems.8___
o :

-

' " ;}b\-‘ y
On The Move o™
Moving, without the moving problems: | S5
054-736-9550
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that during aveilut it must be done without
anail cutting utensil. The Shulchan Aruch
(Yoreh Deah 390:7) indeed forbids cutting
nails with a utensil during aveilut, throughout
Shloshim.

Some leniencies are broadly accepted; some
leniencies are a matter of opinion; others are
dependent on need and circumstances. The
philosophy of many of the halachot of aveilut,
including haircutting and nail cutting, is that
one should be in a state of mind where his
physical and especially his aesthetic side
should not be pursued in a normal manner.
This can explain some leniencies.

The Gesher Hachayim (21:11:9) rules that
if one’s nails are particularly long so that it
takes away from the honor of Shabbat, he
may cut them. In other words, the prohibition
was not meant to negate certain values or
other needs that are not aesthetic. This is rem-
iniscent of the halacha regarding haircutting
that if one’s mustache is impeding his eating
in any way, he may trim it (Shulchan Aruch
ibid. 1). In other words, these halachot are
not meant to take away from functionality.

A leniency that includes functionality and
mitzva is that of a mohel who can fix the nails
he needs to perform a brit mila most effec-
tively (Rama, YD 393:3). Another religiously
related need is the permission for a woman
who needs to go to the mikveh to cut her nails
in preparation (Shulchan Aruch, YD 390:7).

We saw above (Mo’ed Katan 18a; see also
the Rambam, Avel 5:2) a major distinction. It
is permitted without special need to cut nails
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by hand or teeth, even during shiva (Shulchan
Aruch, YD 390:7). The logic is that only the
normal manner of cutting was forbidden.
Yalkut Yosef (Aveilut 37:8) says that one can
even use a nail cutter to merely start the
cut, and then one does the main part of the
cutting by hand or with teeth.

On the other hand, the fact that there are
different ways to get the job done can create
limitations even when other leniencies apply.
For example, regarding the permissibility of
cutting before going to the mikveh, the Shul-
chan Aruch (ibid.) requires that she have a
non-Jew cut them for her. The Rama (ad loc.)
does not see why; if it is not done by the aveila
herself, it would make a difference whether a
Jew or non-Jew would do it, considering that
for even a Jewish cutter, there is no prohibi-
tion involved. Therefore, the Rama posits that
even the Shulchan Aruch meant just that it
be done by someone else, but it could even
be a Jew. Among the commentators, some do
require specifically a non-Jew to cut (Shach
ad loc. 4) whereas some say that the aveila
can do it even herself since it is for a mitzva
(Taz ad loc. 3), As far as the bottom line, when
there is a good reason to be lenient, one may
be (Mei’olam V'ad Olam 33:21).

One way in which nail cutting is more
lenient than haircutting, is according to
most opinions, regarding what happens after
Shloshim for parents. For haircutting, one must
wait until people “criticize” his long hair after
Shloshim (Shulchan Aruch ibid. 4). However,
R. Akiva Eiger (ad loc.) says that this is not

required for nails; rather, it is automatically
permitted after Shloshim. (There are dissent-
ers, but the lenient opinion is standard hala-
cha - see Divrei Sofrim 390:44.) Interestingly,
though, R. Akiva Eiger’s source (Shut Halachot
K’tanot I:113) seems to indicate that the dis-
tinction is technical rather than hierarchical.

Having a dispute?

9 For a Din Torah in English
i 4 -1 or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah-Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e Fax: (02) 537-9626
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

Gazit

GARDEN COTTAGE FOR SALE IN KATAMON
RENOVATED GARDEN DUPLEX, 122 SQM, 4.5
BDRMS, 3 BATHS, PRIVATE GARDEN, PARKING,
ELEVATOR, MAMAD, ASKING PRICE: NIS 7,870,000

4-ROOM APT FOR SALE IN OLD KATAMON
3 BDRM APT ON HAGDUD HAIVRI/PALMACH ST, 2.5
BATHS, 2ND FL., LARGE COMMON ROOF FOR
SUKKAH, VIEW OVER SOUTH JERUSALEM

ASKING PRICE: NIS 3,900,000

SPACIOUS 2 BDRM APT IN ARNONA
RENOVATED 97 SQM, HUGE KITCHEN AND SALON,
VIEW TO JORDAN, SHABBAT ELEVATOR, MAMAD,
PARKING, MAHSAN, ASKING PRICE: NIS 4,400,000

2-RMS IN NEW BUILDING ON AGRIPAS ST
61 SQM, MODERN, SHABBAT ELEVATOR, BALCONY,
A/C, UNDERFLOOR HEATING, SAFE ROOM, CLOSE
TO LIGHT RAIL, ASKING PRICE: NIS 3,100,000

4-ROOM APT IN KATAMONIM

74 SQM, GOOD CONDITION, 1ST FL, ON THE PARK,
FUTURE POTENTIAL FOR URBAN RENEWAL, GREAT
INVESTMENT! ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,525,000

ILANA NELSON  054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

OU ISRAEL CENTER 73



Machon Puah for Fertility and

Last time we presented the recent report
that over 13 million children have been
born through in-vitro fertilization, IVF. This
is a huge number in less than 50 years, an
average of more than 774 every day. IVF has
become a perfectly normal and extremely
common way of conception, and this has
impact on certain halachic discussions.

Last time we asked whether a couple fulfill
their halachic obligation to procreate if they
have a child through IVF. On the one hand, it
would seem intuitive that this is a legitimate
way to fulfill the commandment to be “fruit-
ful and multiply”. The requirement is to have
children, and the mitzvah does not stipulate
the method of conception.

This is the opinion of Rabbi Yosef Babad, in
his seminal and widely studied book Minchat
Chinuch, a commentary and elucidation of
the classic Sefer Chinuch. The Minchat Chi-
nuch claims that the mitzvah is to raise the
children, and he would be of the opinion that
one fulfills this instruction whichever way

A small Sefer Torah with its own
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva
houses or for any other necessary

occasion on a temporary free-loan basis.
If needed call Uri Hirsch: 0545513173
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RABBI GIDEON WEITZMAN

Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

the children were conceived.

But many halachic authorities disagree and
hold that the conception of the child is part of
the mitzvah and must be done according to
certain criteria and parameters. If this is the
case then the way that the child is conceived
is extremely important.

We have a general Talmudic principle
“the Torah was not given to the Ministering
Angels” (Kiddushin 54a), rather it was given
to Man. The Torah cannot instruct us to do
something that is beyond human capacity. In
addition, the commandments must be kept
by humans in a regular human manner, in
other words, in the natural normal way.

If a person was born without arms, they
would have no obligation to transplant an
arm in order to don tefillin, the Torah is bind-
ing only when it is performed in a natural
way. Someone who injected matzah into their
stomach would not fulfill the commandment
to eat matzah on Pesach. Only if it is con-
sumed in the normal manner is the mitzvah
fulfilled.

We can apply this same principle to procre-
ation; if a child is conceived naturally then
the parents fulfill their halachic obligation to
procreate. But this may well not be the case
if the child is conceived in an unusual way,
for example, by creating an embryo in the
laboratory, and not in the body.

IVF is a departure from the norm and
therefore it can be claimed that the parents
do not fulfill their halachic obligation.

More on this next time.
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Teach Israel
with Confidence.

Teach Zionism z
with Depth.

The ZEl Fellowship is a selective,
yearlong professional learning
experience for high school
teachers seeking to teach Israel
and Zionism with rigor,
relevance and creativity.

Why Apply? Who Is This For?

@ 5-day immersive summer intensive in Israel @ North American high school
teachers who teach a course or

@ Yearlong professional learning & coaching unit that includes Israel, Zionism,

@ Classroom-ready Zionism curriculum Tanach, History or Jewish History.
@ National cohort of outstanding educators Key Dates
() upon completion O Applications Open: Jan. 25, 2026

© Israel Intensive:

zei.nbn.org.il/fellowship Rabbi Josh Spodek | jspodek@nbn.org.il
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ISRAELB

THE ISRAEI.B ONLINE COMMUNITY

Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!

B [nstall the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones
(Dedicated in memeory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)

B Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business

B We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot

B Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot

B Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more!
Subscribe to our IsraelB newsletter, follow us CONTACT BENJY SINGER:

on Twitter (@IsraelBayit) and join our Facebook benjysinger@israelb.org or

Page & Groups. (Links on IsraelB.org) 053-285-1526
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GUEST DVAR TORAH
FOR SHABBAT SHIRA

SINGER, SONGWRITER, MUSICIAN

Shabbat Shira:
The Song of Women and

the Path to Redemption

Shabbat Shira, the Shabbat of Song, marks
one of the most powerful moments in our
collective memory: the splitting of the sea.
After fear, uncertainty, and generations of
bondage, Am Yisrael finally stands on dry
land, watching the waters fall behind them
and the past literally collapse. The response

Axbna N
Angel Realty W

For Sale in Efrat
Zayit:

2,790,000 NIS
Zayit:

1,935,000 NIS

Zayit:

3,180,000 NIS
Dekel:

2.5M

Dagan:

3.690.000 NIS
Dekel:
4.500.000 NIS
Te'ena: 3.290.000 M
For Sale in Kfar Eldad
1,840,000 NIS
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is instinctive — they sing. Moshe and Bnei
Yisrael lift their voices together in gratitude
and awe. But the Torah doesn’t stop there.
Almost immediately, the women enter the
scene, led by Miriam the prophetess, coming
forward with drums, song, and dance. Their
song isn’t just a response — it’s a statement.
Chazal teach us that the women carried
their drums with them through the desert,
even during slavery. While still in Egypt,
before redemption was visible or guaranteed,
they believed it would come. They prepared
instruments for a celebration they had not
yet seen. That detail says everything. It
shows that the women didn’t just respond
to redemption — they believed in it before it
happened. Their faith wasn’t passive. It was
active. It helped shape the redemption itself.
This is why Shabbat Shira speaks so deeply
to women across generations. The men sing
after the miracle. The women sing from a
place of faith that comes before it. Miriam’s
song isn’t only about relief or victory — it’s
about trust. A deep, quiet trust that carried
the people long before the sea ever split.
And honestly, that feels very familiar. We
live in a generation that knows uncertainty
well. The final redemption, the Geulah, is



something we talk about all the time, pray for
every day, and still struggle to picture clearly.
It feels close and far at the same time. And in
that space, the role of women hasn’t really
changed: to hold faith when clarity is missing,
to sing before the ending is written, to keep
the rhythm for a future that’s still unfolding.

Music has always carried this kind of faith.
Song goes past logic and speaks straight to the
soul. When words feel small, melody holds
what we can’t explain. That’s why song is
always part of redemption stories — past and
future. Shirat HaYam wasn’t a performance.
It was an outpouring. The song itself became
part of the miracle.

In my own journey as a Jewish Orthodox
singer, performing exclusively for women,
I feel this connection deeply. Each month
on Rosh Chodesh, I lead a musical Hallel for
women, and together we bring something
ancient back to life. Hallel is a prayer of praise
connected to miracles — both the ones we've
already seen and the ones we’re still wait-
ing for. When women come together to sing
Hallel, we’re not only thanking Hashem for
what’s been — we’re making space for what’s
still becoming.

These gatherings are an open invitation.
An invitation to step into Miriam’s circle. To
bring your voice — whether strong or quiet
— your faith, your questions, your hope. You
don’t need certainty. You don’t need clarity.
You just need a heart that’s willing to sing
toward something bigger than itself.

And you are personally invited to join us
every month for this uplifting event.

Just as Miriam gathered the women at
the sea, women today gather through song,
rhythm, shared breath, and shared voice.
These moments are quiet acts of redemption.

FOR SALE

Givat Moredechai, Shachal St.
Shabbat elevator, parking,

4 room apt facing the valley.
Price to sell 2,690,000 nis

Old Katamon

Duplex garden apt of 175m,

100m garden, machsan,

carpark, 3 exposures full of light,
minor face lift needed.

Asking 13,500,000 nis

Rechavia - Ramban St.

4 rooms unfurnished, Ist floor,
quiet, 3 exposures with a nice
succa terrace, private parking.
Price to sell 3,900,000 nis

SHIFFY SHNELLER REAL ESTATE
7Y 'O'Y I
052-2639702 | www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il

They strengthen emunah, restore hope, and
remind us that we’re not just waiting for Geu-
lah to arrive — we’re part of it.

Shabbat Shira teaches us that redemption
doesn’t only come through splitting seas and
open miracles. It comes through faith that
prepares drums in advance. Through voices
that refuse to go silent. Through women who
keep singing even when the path ahead isn’t
clear.

The final Geulah will come, the prophets
tell us, with song. And if history teaches us
anything, the women will already be singing
— not because everything is resolved, but
because they believe it will be.

Just as they always have. m

Ricka Razel (Van Leeuwen) is an acclaimed singer,
songwriter, and musician. She performs regularly for
women and leads Hallel every Rosh Chodesh.
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So what's so special about Tu B'Shvat? Is it
a "real" holiday or something else?

It is true that the Mishna calls it a "Rosh
Hashana, a new year " for the trees. Yet it wasn't
designated as a holy day, where we can't work,
though we shouldn't fast or say Tachnun on Tu
B'Shvat. So it is special in some way.

The Torah states " Take a tithe of all the seed
crops that come forth in the field each year
" (Dvarim 14:22) Tu BShvat, the "new year"
for trees, determines when one tree year
ends and the next one begins, for terumot
and maaserot purposes.

It seems a bit funny that it has become a
custom to eat lots of fruits on Tu B'shvat. Didn't
all of our problems start when the first man
and woman ate a fruit from the wrong tree?
Why remind God of how man sinned? Actually,
when eating fruits in holiness, at a Tu B'Shvat
seder, and reading verses and reciting blessings
over the foods, it becomes a type of repentance
and tikun for the sin of Adam & Eve.

Another reason for eating fruits is to
acquire the special holiness of the Shechina
that rests in the fruits grown in the Land
of Israel. We see this in the after blessing,
called the three-faceted blessing (Bracha
meen shalosh) since it is a single blessing that
summarizes the three scripturally ordained
blessings of the Birkat Hamazon. There we
80 TORAH TIDBITS 1646 / BESHALACH
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thank God "...for the good and spacious Land
that You were pleased to give our forefathers
as a heritage, to eat of its fruits and be satis-
fied with its goodness"

When we eat all the fruits it's also an oppor-
tunity to refresh our memory on the laws of
blessings such as on which fruit to bless first.
We can also focus on the fact that all our days
are filled with so many things to be grateful
for. Every delicious morsel and soothing drink
provides us the opportunity to recognize and
thank God and bless Him. As the Talmud tells
us (Brachot 35a) "whoever enjoys this world's
Ppleasures without reciting a blessing is tanta-
mount to one who steals from God". Tu B'Shvat
is also a perfect day to eat a new fruit in order
to have the opportunity to add the blessing of
shehechiyanu on a new fruit.

So Tu B'Shvat is a new year for the trees,
a day to do teshuva for the sin of Adam and
Eve, to acquire the holiness of the fruits of the
Land of Israel, to appreciate those fruits, and
improve our intentions in all our blessings.
May we all be worthy to see the fulfillment
of the words we say whenever we recite the
Bracha Meen Shalosh: "Rebuild Jerusalem, the
city of holiness, speedily in our days. Bring
us up into it and gladden us in its rebuilding
and let us eat from its fruit and be satisfied
with its goodness and bless You upon it, in



holiness and purity"”

So while you're eating as many fruits
from Israel as you can on Tu B'Shvat, here's
a cabbage salad filled with fruits to go along
with them.

*  1/2red cabbage (500g), cored and shred-
ded or thinly sliced
*  Red wine vinegar or cider vinegar
*  5dried apricots, diced
*  5dried dates, diced
* 2 tbsp. golden raisins
*  5prunes, pitted and diced
* 1tart, apple, unpeeled, cored and cut
into julienne

*  Pomegranate seeds
* 1-2 thsps canola oil
* A number of pinches of cumin
* 1/2tspsilan, or to taste
* Saltand pepper to taste
*  2-3Thsps walnut pieces

Place cabbage in a bowl. Add salt, pepper
and vinegar and toss well. Cover and let stand
for about 2 hours. Drain all but 1 Thsp of the
liquid. Add the fruits. Add oil. Add remain-
ing ingredients, toss well , taste and adjust to
desired taste. Add walnuts just before serving
and toss to mix well.
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** FOR SALE! ** FOR RENT!

One-of-a-kind architectural | Renovated to a high luxury
design! standard.

Luxury garden apartment - | Jerusalemn | Long-Term Rental
150 sqm + 50 sqm private 150 m? | 3.5 bedroams + study |

garden. 3 bathrooms
4 bedroams + study, 3 full 50 m? private garden + sukkah
bathrooms, private balcony

entrance and parking.
14.000.000 NIS

Private entrance & parking .
Maonthly Rent: 24,000 NIS

This luxury 2-bedroom, 20
sqm apartment in a new
Spacious 2-bedroom building is beautifully
apartment renovated and truly stands
[Originally 3 bedrooms) oul,
2nd floar - no elevator Fully furnished and
2 balconies equipped, with Sukkah
Prime location on balcony and private
Palmach Street, parking.
spacious, great potential | Available from December
Flexible evacuation for long-term rental.

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

cat 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il - www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

3,650,000 NIS Monthly Rent: 12,000 MIS

Ruth Abrahami - 054-8070677

b/\ Flying Soon? "‘l
Travel with Confidence {ilm
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance “SYJJ

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
T1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting af $40
sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL
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Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

The First Fight: Red Flag
or Real Information?
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Chana asks:

My candidate just had her first real
argument with the man she’s dating. She’s
shaken and asking: how normal is it to fight

WY M Dpjerusalem

up your voic
with ours!

Sing. Connect. Belong.

Shacharit Shabbat - Nussach Carlebach

KolRinaJerusalem.com

82 TORAH TIDBITS 1646 / BESHALACH

early on? And how do you know whether
a couple is fighting in a healthy way, or if
this is already a sign to walk away?

Aleeza answers:

Conflict isn’t the problem. Avoiding con-
flict is.

If two people are dating and never dis-
agree, it usually means they haven’t gone
deep enough yet, or one person is quietly
shrinking to keep the peace. Neither builds
a strong marriage.

So yes, having a first fight is normal,
even early on. Sometimes it’s the moment
a relationship shifts from polite and sur-
face-level into something real. The question
isn’t that they fought. The question is how
they fought.

Healthy conflict has a few clear markers.
There’s respect, even when emotions run
high. No humiliation, no threats, no sar-
casm meant to wound. There’s presence
— people stay engaged instead of disappear-
ing, stonewalling, or punishing with silence.
And there’s curiosity. Even in disagreement,
there’s an attempt to understand, not just
to win.

When should your candidate be con-
cerned?What concerns me is contempt,
defensiveness with no accountability, or a



quick leap to “maybe this isn’t right” instead
of “let’s understand what just happened.”
That’s not about the argument, that’s about
character.

I always tell singles: don’t judge a rela-
tionship by the fight. Judge it by the repair.
Do they circle back? Does someone say, “I
see how that landed,” or “I could’ve handled
that better”? Repair is one of the strongest
predictors of long-term success according to
Dr. John and Julie Gottman of the Gottman
Institute.

Dating is not just about finding someone
you agree with. Dating is about discovering
whether you can grow with someone when
things get uncomfortable. Learning how
someone handles conflict early on isn’t a
setback. It’s information. And good infor-
mation is a gift.

While conflict is a challenge, I hope they
will overcome the hurdles that come their
way.

Blessings,

Aleezam

L 1)
Want to set up your friends?

Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[EI#7[= en.shagririm.org.il
B 0585323242

0) »

oggees — JCT - MizRacHI

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

Hashofet Haim Cohen
3 Rooms apartment
Approx. 80 sqm, S8th floor, 6 sqm balcony,
bright with open view.
Parking & storage included.
Quiet, desirable area .

Michelle Eisner
Recreation Therapy
Programming for Seniors

Individualized Therapy
That Enriches Life

One Session at a Time

Keep your loved one active, engaged,
and thriving in their golden years with
personalized recreation therapy
sessions designed to bring joy, purpose,
and connection.

* Cognitive & memory activities
to boost focus

¢ Meaningful recreation for '@@i
engagement and enjoyment L

¢ Emotional support to build
confidence and well-being

Contact for consult

052.7452975

www.rectherapyisrael.com
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Alexander’s
Story

I received the following note from Devori
Kleytman, who asked me to share the story of
her father-in-law, Alexander Kleytman, one
of the victims of the terrorist attack in Bondi
Beach, Australia.

“My beloved father-in-law, Alexander, was
87 years old, a Holocaust survivor whose fam-
ily fled to Siberia when he was still a child.
They endured years of hunger and bitter cold.
They survived, and eventually returned to
Ukraine.

“Later, Alexander and his wife, Larisa,
applied to emigrate to Israel. They were
refused. For many long years they lived as
refuseniks, trapped behind the Iron Curtain,
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longing to leave and longing for Zion.

“Alexander was a man of integrity and
a proud Jew. He loved the Land of Israel
and the Jewish people. He wrote two books
about his Holocaust experiences, and he
would often say that we must remember the
Holocaust, not only as history, but as a moral
obligation so that we know how to stand up
to our enemies.

“He was deeply connected to faith. In recent
years he began wearing a kippah and putting
on tefillin.

“Alexander was murdered while doing
what he loved most: living as a Jew, among
his people. He died while protecting his wife,
Larisa, who survived the attack. Alexander
and Larisa were devoted to one another for
more than fifty years, and they were blessed
with children and grandchildren.

“We believe that Alexander’s story is not
one that began under Nazi persecution and
ended with Islamic terror. His story is about
life, love, faith, and holiness. We look forward
to continuing his legacy, and we ask anyone
reading these words to do one good deed
today in memory of Alexander ben Simcha.” m

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of five.
Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served as the
World Mizrachi Shlicha to North America. Sivan
lectures in Israel and overseas about the media,
Judaism, Zionism and new media. She was voted by
Globes newspaper as most popular female media
personality in Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as
one of the 50 most influential Jews in the world.



AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did
an amagzing job!

Nothing matters to us more than
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we'll match it.
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Send your plans for
free design today.

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282 &2

or email us at info@tzviair.com
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BAKA - New, 6 rooms, on one level, + 20m
balcony, 40m storeroom (clinc/office).

9.000.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

CITY CENTER - Savion View, luxurious
2 rooms, balcony, Shabbat elevator.

2.890.000 NIS MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - Arab house, garden apartment,
central and quiet, 180m, 220m garden.

11.800.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

NORTH TALPIOT - New 180m, duplex,
penthouse, 40m terrace, panoramic view
of Old City, parking, storage room.

9.200.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

BAKA - New penthouse,
180m on one level, 20m sukkah balcony,
40m storeroom (office/clinic)

12.000.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

NETANYA - Sought after Emmanuel Mol street,
adjacent to Nitza cafes and shops, 4 rooms,
2nd line to the sea, balcony, parking, storeroom.

2.300.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

FOLDING CHAIR

* STYLE & COMFORT e =-

« MANY COLORS & DESIGNS 1445

« STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS ™
* FAST DELIVERY _

€ OLDEES

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181
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Promoted content

That We Have Lived,
Sustained, and Reached

This Time

Dedication of Beresheet Synagogue
in Memory of Rachel Lichak z"l

A moving moment took place at
Beresheet residential community
in the Jerusalem Hills, with the
dedication of Beresheet Synagogue
in memory of Rachel Lichak z"l and
the installation of a new Torah scroll.

In Memory of a Matriarch

The synagogue was established in
memory of Rachel Lichak z"l, mother
of the Lichak family - Yoel, Avi, Yossi
and Dina, owners and founders of
Beresheet. Rachel worked in a
nursing home after her husband
passed away young and raised her
four children alone. She taught them
that caring for the elderly is a sacred
mission.

From Planning to Vision

"The original plan placed the
synagogue on the basement floor,"
shares Shiri Mizrachi, manager of
Beresheet. "But we listened to the
residents and changed the plan,
finding a location on the lobby floor
- large, spacious and accessible.
It quickly became clear there was
great demand from the surrounding
community.”

A Masterpiece of Design
Architect Mendi Yaakobovitz
created something unprec-
cedented. High ceilings with
impressive arches, stained
glass windows displaying the
seven species, the seven days
of creation and the twelve
tribes. A cantor's stand with
a Star of David and chandelier
descending from the ceiling.
The women's section was
placed on the side per the
residents' request - delicate,
modern and respectful.




Promoted content

The Glatt Family’s Donation

The Torah scroll was donated by the
Glatt family, led by Elchanan Glatt,
CEO of the Center for Bnei Akiva
Yeshivas and Ulpanot, in memory
of their parents Yosef and Tzivia
Glatt z"L.

Distinguished Guests

The event was blessed with the
participation of Rabbi Kalman Bar,
Chief Rabbi of Israel, who said it was
one of the most beautiful synagogues
he has seen. The ceremony was
accompanied by world-renowned
cantor Yaakov Motzen and the band
"The Klezmorim" led by Chanan Bar
Sela.

-
</
C 4

Continuing Mother's Path

In his speech, Yossi Lichak shared:
"Our mother, Rachel, was not
religious in the traditional sense, but
she was full of faith. She taught us
never to miss a kiddush, that Friday
night dinner is sacred, and that
family comes first.”

"l remember going to synagogue
together - how | looked forward to
feeling part of a community. This
synagogue is hamed after mother,
because that's exactly what she
was - a place of connection, love
and home.”

Elchanan Glatt added: "There is
something special in this connection
- to see the Torah scroll in a holy
place that reflects the values our
parents raised us on, to meet the
humble Lichak family who dedicate
their lives to caring for others with
love and respect.”

Beresheet Synagogue serves as a
community and spiritual center for
Beresheet residents and the broader
public - a place where Rachel z'l
would have been proud to work
and live.

Photography by Roman Belashov

7 A
¥« BERESHEET

W senior Living at The Jerusalem Hills
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Consistency

The Shirat HaYam climaxes with prayer for
the future:

Nations heard and shuddered... fear and
dread falling upon then... until your people
crossed over... You will bring them and estab-
lish them in... the place You dwell in, in the
holy places that you have founded (15:14-17).

G-d will be King for ever and ever (15:18).

The Rashbam and Ibn Ezra both view “G-d
will be king for ever and ever” as a separate
prayer. Once Am Yisrael settles in the Prom-
ised Land, G-d should be recognized as King
over the entire Creation. The Shira tells us
that during Keriat Yam Suf, nations sat up
and paid attention to the absolute power that
G-d was dramatically demonstrating. As the
Ramban brings out, G-d was showing that
He is Master of the Universe by supporting
those who serve Him and destroying those
who rebel against Him. So may it be way into
the future generations that G-d will heed the

=232 SUNDAYS

=L Weekly Webinar
[EIEEEE 9 pm Israel/2 pm EDT

)

TIPS FOR OLIM pa\fé\May

28 minutes of tachlis

Register: olimpaveway.com/all-events
6 D (© @olimpaveway
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good deeds of the righteous and the sins of
the wicked, supporting those who strive to
do what is right according to the spiritual
principles of the Creation. Thus G-d will be
King for ever and ever.

Yet the Mechilta, a much earlier Midrashic
source, is not entirely happy with the future
tense

Hashem yimloch le-olam va-ed, that G-d will
be King for ever and ever. This Midrash sees
this look into the distant future as a cause
for criticism. Had Moshe and the people
declared: “G-d rules for ever” no nation
would be able to threaten them. As the Cha-
tam Sofer expands, even within the Shira,
there is an implication that the impact of Yet-
ziat Mitzrayim would not be permanent, that
Am Yisrael could suffer churban and galut, as
the whole world’s recognition of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu as King was expressed as being
in the future only. Many unpleasant things
might well happen on that long journey into
the future, with the ultimate destiny being a
mere dream.

There is a vital lesson here. It is to keep
eyes on the final destiny - always, however far
into the future that might be. In life’s work.
Whatever the project is. It might include a
quality mastery of Shas and Poskim. It might
be discovering and innovating a cure for a
particular form of cancer. It may be leading
a team to tackle a particular crisis in the com-
munity, for example shidduchim barriers for
those in their late 20s and 30s. It could very
likely be raising a family as fully-fulfilled B’nei



Torah and Yirei Shamayim. Whatever the
project, visualize yourself as having reached
the goal and then plan and do what it takes to
get there, even if it takes many years. Bear in
mind that there are many supportive inter-
mediate targets on the way. All these goals
not only yield the proverbial pot of gold (and
very much more) at the end, but their inter-
mediate markers pay rich dividends on the
grounded and single-minded focused journey
to the objective.

Let’s briefly look at a possible example.
Torah learning has always been part of your
life, but now you’re seeking serious quality
mastery of Shas and Poskim. That doesn’t
happen overnight. Work and family severely
limit available fatigue-free hours.

Shas and Poskim are mentally demanding.
Shas before Shacharit tackled at Daf Yomi
(for example) or Omud Yomi rates take 7%
or 15 years respectively, with the additional
challenge of remembering what you’ve learnt
(I write brief summaries for quick regular
review). Whilst most dapim can be reason-
ably grasped in an hour or two, some demand
formidable patience, persistence, and
endurance. Similarly with Poskim. A page
of Mishna Berura for half an hour between
Mincha and Ma’ariv can be monumentally
challenging after a frustrating day at work
or in the home, when it’s quite a struggle to
keep eyes on the Siddur during Mincha.

In addition Gemara and Halacha are not
in a vacuum; you want to be conversant with
Torah Bichtav, perhaps going through the

% Mazal Tov to #
Rosalind & lan Jacobsan and family
on the birth of a great grandson

Parasha plus a couple of chapters of Nach
on Friday nights. You also want to get a sense
of the times and events in which our Torah
sources developed and unfolded and — most
important — the mussar: the ethical, spiritual,
and personal development principles that are
shine brightly through our traditions and
bring perspective to our Torah learning in
terms of it being a positively life-fulling force..

Overwhelming, indeed. But constantly see-
ing yourself as Torah-conversant with Quality
Mastery of Shas and Poskim is a vital part of
the journey in itself. In making it your destiny,
you make it your identity, as you’re striding
the way, and a very long one at that. You’re
not just learning when you feel like it. You're
looking at that destiny along the path of work
and focused commitment. You see each step,
each daf and halacha mastered as another
brick in your own Torah-constructed palace.
You form deepening personal connections as
you gravitate to those with similar goals and to
those who can help you to that reality.

This then is a vital key. To constantly and
consistently see your identity as already being
inside your target as you strive to achieve it
making it part of you, step by step. Imagining
yourself already there enables you to slowly
gravitate to there, and take the challenges and
frustrations in the strides to that destiny. m

Looking For
Change?

If you do what you always did,
you'll get what you always got.

Leora Mandel, M.5.Ed

rofeunianal Coonasiar, Marrdiage & Family Therapint

Individual and couples counseling. ¥
In parson Jerusalem office or online k 4 i
Call or whatsapp: 058-620-81046 :

: g {
Email:Learadmandel@gmail.com o
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LAY ERUSHALAY UMY

NOW, LOOK HERE, MR. OCEAM...

ROW, LOOK, BUDDY,

I HEED THAT PHONE BALK,
AND | HEEDIT
FUNCTIONING!

50...

ARE YOU GONNA (OME

by
Netanel Epstein

I DON'T CARE HOW BIG AND
BLUE YOU THINK YOU ARE.

YOU ANSWER TO ME, 60T 17?7

PHONE IN THE WATER WHEN YOU

e works and books by
& cartoonist. wisit

www.netbateps.com

DID YOU DROP DADDY'S

WERE TAKING PICTURES WITH IT?
EVEN THOUGH YOU PROMISED YOU

= A
SHUSH, YOU, AS OUR
AFOREMENTIONED
PARENT WOULD 5AY...

APART FROM ALL THOSE ROARING
WAVES AND ALL, LOOKS LIKEIT'S J
KEEPING VERY QUIET.

ALTHOUGH IT'S HARD TO TELL,
REALLY, BECAUSE | FIND THESE
IN-ANI-MATE THINGS ARENT
VERY TALKATLIVE, USUALLY...

... WITH THE EXCEPTION OF,
SAY, THE SORTING HAT...

7 es, THANK. vou, |
DEAR BROTHER!

LOOK, PAL, STANDING BEFORE YOU 15 A
JEWESS.
STRICTY SPEAKING, WE JEWS DON'T LET
LITTLE THINGS LIKE DCEANS
BET IT DUR WAY...

S0, 1F YOU DON'T WANT A SPLIT DOWN
THE MIDDLE, | SUGGEST YOU COUGH UP
THE PHOME!

“HROWT” YOU 5477 “HOW am
1 GONHA PART YOUR WATERS?

LIKE I SAID, WE JEWS HAVE A
WAY OF OVERCOMING THE LIMITATIONS
OF NATURE, AND THAT'S BY...

“AND THE PEOPLE OF ﬁﬂlﬁ-‘
SHOUTED OUT TO G-I
NOTHING CAN STAND IN THE




(" REALLY, SHLOMTZI?
| DIDH'T KNDW
YOU WEAR A GARTEL!

NOT HELPING,
HARRELLI...

ALTHOUGH, IT MAKES SENSE, YOU'D

MAKE AN AWESOME KARLINER. ..

PI-EJISE. WiLL YOH’

A

01, MASTER OF THE WORLD! THIS

FEEL LIKE ADDING ANOTHER ELEVEN
PATHS AGAIN, ONE FOR EACH TRIBE
OF ISRAEL, THAT"S FIININE BY ME!

WHAT'S ALL THIS

OVERGROWN PUPDLE WON'T GIVE SHOUTING ABOUT?
ME MY PHONE BACK! SMITE IT
WITH A SLICE POWN THE MIDDLE, SHLOWTE'S MAD

AT THE SEA.
| DIDNT GET THE
CONRECTION TO
OCEAN'S

ELEVEM..2

PRAYING WITH FORCE REALLY
DOES [(HANGE ALL THE "SWATCHES”
JH THE "MISSYON -CONTROL-RODM"
OF REALITY...

AND THAT'S HOW TO GET OUT OF
EVERY SPOT OF TROUBLE OF
DANHGER...

’ Y'ENOW, MY LITTLE HYDROGEN
BOME, WHILE IT'S TRUE THAT RABBI
HATAN OF BRESLOV SAYS THAT

BT HE NLSD SAYS THAT ONCE THE

TROUBLE HAS PASSED, IF WE REALLY
WANT THINGS TD G0 MUCH BETTER FROM
WOW O - THE KEY IS THAWKIMG G6-D!

TURNING OUR GRATITUDE TO HIM FOR
WHATEVER-IT-WAS-HE- JUST-KELPED-US-WITH
INTO EXTRALOVE FOR HIM FROM NOW ON!

MAYBE THAT'S WHY WE START EVERY DAY
BY COMMEMORATING ~ NOT THE HYSTERICAL
PRAYERS OF BEFORE THE SPLITTING OF THE SEA
- BUT THE SOMB THAT CAME AFTER IT! T (REATE
WEW MIRACLES FOR THE NEW DAY... _..—/

oS0, 1 DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU'VE BEEN SHOUTING IN

PRAYER FOR, BUT MAYBE IF YOU...

DADDY'S PHONE'S WASHED UP!
AND IT LDOKS LIKE
115 STILL WORKING!

¥OU ARE 50 RIGHT,
DADDY!

0K, 50 LET'S SING

A SONG OF THE SEA,
THEN!

[ 7KL YASHIR MOSHE..."
\

-7
"LLUIRE T0 BE
WHDER THE SER
TR AR BCTOPUS'S

o
5 DA SEMWEED &

S, 1S BLWAYS GREEWER. .

{ THE TIDE'S GONE OUT, )
| NOTICE... THE SEA
15 QUIETER...

| THINK
SHLOMTII GAVE
IT A SPLITTING
HEADACHE...
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HOLDING ON TO FAITH
AFTER THE MIRACLE

After ten miraculous plagues, this week's
parsha reaches its dramatic climax with Kriat
Yam Suf. Imagine how it must have felt-the
sense of awe and closeness to Hashem as Bnei
Yisrael sang together, celebrating their new-
found freedom. As their journey in the desert
begins, their excitement quickly gives way to
outrage and complaints. Almost immediately,
concerns about hunger and thirst replace
the declaration of “Hashem is my G-d and
I will praise Him,” with desperate cries that
it would have been better to die in Egypt.

Although it might seem impossible, we
can become complacent with the miracles
that Hashem does for us. Even after experi-
encing the highest spiritual moments, when
our expectations aren’t met, our inspiration
can quickly fade. As the Midrash Tanchuma
explains, this lack of emunah made Bnei Yis-
rael vulnerable, allowing Amalek to attack.
This is exactly why Yehoshua, rather than
Moshe, had to lead the battle. As a descendant
of Yosef, Yehoshua had the ability to maintain
closeness to Hashem through both blessing
and hardship.

Hashem is always performing miracles for
us, some revealed and some more hidden.
Our challenge is to maintain that awareness
92 TORAH TIDBITS 1646 / BESHALACH
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and trust in Him, remembering that even
when it is difficult to see, the miracles are
there. Just as the mann was provided daily
for forty years, Hashem will always provide
for us. As long as we put our trust in Him,
even if it is not exactly as we expect, miracles
will continue to come our way.
Shabbat Shalom.

MEIRA RUBIN
11TH GRADE, BEIT SHEMESH

TRUE FREEDOM BEGINS AT THE SEA

In this week's parsha, Beshalach, we wit-
ness some of the greatest miracles in our
history. After the ten makkot, Am Yisrael
finally leave Egypt and begin their journey
toward freedom. But then, something con-
fusing happens: instead of marching straight
toward Eretz Yisrael, Bnei Yisrael turn back
toward Egypt.

Suddenly, they are trapped, the sea in front
of them and the Egyptian army charging from
behind. In panic, they cry out to Moshe, “Why
did you do this? It was better for us back in
Egypt!”

At first glance, their reaction is hard to
understand. Hashem had just performed
open miracles for them; why couldn’t they
trust Him? The answer is that while they
were physically out of Egypt, Egypt was not
yet out of them. They were still carrying the
mindset of slavery. Hashem led them back
toward their fear so they could face it and



overcome it, teaching them that true freedom
isn’t just about where you are-it’s about how
you think.

We experience similar moments in our
own lives. We take steps forward, try to
grow, and then suddenly feel stuck or over-
whelmed. The lesson of Kriat Yam Suf'is that
Hashem doesn’t just remove obstacles; He
strengthens us through them. Trusting Him
means knowing that even when the path is
unclear, He is guiding us forward. When we
feel like we’ve reached a dead end, Hashem
may actually be opening a new way, one we
never imagined possible. B

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418

Penthouse
Arnona,
Jerusalem

6,500,000 NIS

ell-designed
200 SQM penthouse. Bright living
space with open outdoor areas.
Sukka balcony, parking and
storage. Opportunity for
comfortable living or as a long-
term investment.

Nahum Glatzer 050-7225694

PREMIUM

MOVING & STORAGE

MAXIsBOX

Logistics & storage

Premiummoving.co.il @ 053-7272-815 (9

JUN NIJ2IN

PREMIUM MOVING
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TWO AMAZING 'l |'
REAL ESTATE it
OPPORTUNITIES
THROUGH GROUPBUY
INVESTMENTS.

NORTHERN GIVAT HAMATOS -
KARMEI GAT JERUSALEM

Premium Residential Project 2-Bedroom Apartments
by a top-tier developer #200,000 below developer prices
through group buying
Market-leading prices
Payment terms:
« §289,000 down payment
m185,000 down payment « Balance upon occupancy

2- & 5-bedroom apartments

* 10/90 payment plan

o _ * New Jerusalem neighborhood
Limited spots in the group % Ideal for living or investment

First apartments in the project X Limited availability

| -nmﬁ&infami&-m?iﬂ W’ha’&

Gabriel Schickman: 0523742380 I Chaim Kesselman: 0502838683
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BEFORE in cooperation with
TRAGEDY STRIKES Nefesh

Nefesh

connect.

YOUR FAMILY'S
SAFETY NET
IN ISRAEL

In collaboration with Nefesh B’'Nefesh,
LifeShare is offering exclusive access
to its financial program that provides
a cash payout up to $250,000
following a loss.

# 3-minute online application.
# No brokers, medical exams or red tape.

# Join thousands of protected families today!

Only $30
annval membership
for Anglos livin #
Israel! (38% o

Sponsored by:
HOME IS WHERE For your dream

apartment

YOUR COMMUNITY IS
CALL:#6965 | USA:845-721-7288




VIDA

EXQUISITE BEACHFRONT LIVING

WHERE LUXURY MEETS THE TIDE

Your serenity awaits at Olga Beach, Hadera, Israel

For illustration purposes only

Join the growing VIDA Community!
Choose from 1-6 bedroom apartments all with direct sea views

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

© +1-917-697-3233 @ www.vidatowers.com [] +972-58-500-5086




