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€ Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad: 4 Sh’vat/Wed. night Jan. 21
7 Days After Molad: 8 Sh'vat/ Sun. night Jan. 25
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Sh’vat/Sun. night Feb. 1

COVER PHOTO Photographed by Howard Gordon

The rains have come.

We have lived in Beit Shemesh Aleph for two and a half years. It is on the edge of the Judean Hills,
an area very popular with hikers and riders. Last Friday my son, a keen cyclist, was riding alongside
i the Nahal Ksalon near Eshtaol. He told me of the rushing river in the usually dried up river bed.
When hiking in Israel water of any kind, pool, river, stream is always a welcome surprise.

|
XX We continue to pray for the return Ran Gvili, last of the Kedoshim held in Gaza
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

When we moved the OU Israel headquarters
from Keren Hayesod Street to Har Hotzvim a
little over a year ago, I knew we were gaining
something important: space, possibility, a new
chapter. But I also knew what we were losing.

For decades, the OU Center was not only an
office. It was a place you could feel. You would
walk in and see people passing through all day
long, coming for a shiur, heading to a woman’s
program, bumping into friends, stopping to ask
a question, picking up a sefer, finding a seat in
the library for just ten quiet minutes of Torah.
There was a heartbeat in that building. A steady
stream of Jews making their way through,
each one carrying their own story, their own
questions, their own search for meaning and
connection.

Now, with our programming spread across
Yerushalayim and across the country, we go
to the people directly in their communities.
I try to visit as many of our communities as
possible, to see the learning and the chessed
and the growth happening up close. To hear
what people are carrying. To witness what OU
Israel looks like on the ground, not only in an
office, but in real lives.

May the Torah learned
from this Torah Tidbits be y”y%
and in loving memory of
our dear father

o1 INMIY 12 PPN PNN?

Irwin Rosner 21
D’YN NAY o y’aY)

Elliot and Nechama Rosner
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Still, there was one part of leaving Keren
Hayesod that stayed with me in a heavy way.
For decades, the Yair Landau Memorial Library
was housed inside our building. It was not just
shelves and books. It was a living memorial.
Yair Landau HY”D fell in battle in 1982. A young
man. A hero. And his family chose to dedicate
a library in his memory inside the OU Israel
Center, filling it with sefarim that were used
and loved by thousands over the years.

When we moved, we faced a question that
did not feel technical. It felt sacred. What do you
do with a library like that? You cannot just pack
it up and place it somewhere “convenient.”
These were sefarim that carried memory. They
carried love. They carried loss. They carried
decades of Torah learned, searched for, argued
over, and whispered late at night.

We knew one thing: the sefarim could not
end up in boxes. They could not end up col-
lecting dust. They had to keep doing what they
were always meant to do, to be learned, to be
held, to be opened, to keep Torah alive in the
zechut of Yair.

Baruch Hashem, we found a number of
places, yeshivot and seminaries, that were able
to receive them. Some sefarim went to Yeshi-
vat Merkaz HaRav and Yeshivat Bnei Heichala
(YBH). Each place was told clearly: you are not
just receiving books. You are receiving sefarim
from the Yair Landau Memorial Library. And
that message carries even more weight today.

We are living in a time when so many families
in Am Yisrael are carrying the unbearable reality
of sacrifice. The names are different, the years
are different, but the heartbreak is not different.



A family that loses a child in battle keeps that
child in their family forever. Time may soften
certain edges, but it does not erase love, and it
does not erase longing.

We made sure that Yair’s name would remain
attached to these sefarim. We requested that
his name be placed inside each sefer donated,
and that each institution put up a plaque so
the Landau family
could know, with
certainty, that Torah
is being learned in
Yair’s memory.

This past Thurs-
day, I was invited
to something that
gave me a sense of
closure I did not
realize I needed, the
official opening of the Yair Lan-
dau Memorial Library in its new
home, Midreshet Rachel v’"Chaya %
(MRQ). To see the sefarim leaving
our building in boxes was painful.
But to walk into two rooms, one
filled with Hebrew sefarim and
one filled with English sefarim,
organized, alive, ready to be used,
was deeply moving.

The midrasha is led by Rabbi
Anthony Manning, a rav who
has been teaching in OU Israel programs and
OU Israel shiurim for about a decade. There
was something fitting about that. This was
not the library being “moved away.” This was
the library continuing its life within the wider
OU Israel family, within the broader mission
of building Torah and building Jewish lives.

But the most powerful part of the evening
was not the shelves. It was the Landau family.
Yair’s siblings spoke with such warmth, such

oy

YAIR LANDAU

x{ 1l

Your name will shing
#nd your image will shine upon us.
Yair rose theough the ranks of the Torah
in high school and seder yeshivo,
didicating his time to guiding yourg people
o bowe the Torah and the Lind,
Yabr trained himsel to be 2 teacher
and ewen taught suecesshally,
with his unbgue personality,
= b impressed all his acquaintanes.

pain, such love, and it was striking to hear
words that were still so raw, even forty-three
years later. The loss was not a historical fact
to them. It was present. Then I saw something
that I will not forget. They had brought children
and grandchildren. Some of them arrived in
uniform, because they are now serving,
some fighting in Gaza themselves. There are
moments when you
see the continuity
of Am Yisrael in
a way that makes
your heart tighten.
Not as an idea, but
as a reality. A fam-
ily that gave a son,
still giving. Still car-
rying. Still standing.

For me, it sent
a clear message about what OU
Israel is here to do. OU Israel has
always stood for helping Jews
build lives of Torah, meaning,
and belonging. Some people
connect through a shiur. Some
through a community program.
Some through NCSY, JLIC, our
Teen Centers, the Pearl and Har-
old Jacob’s Zula Outreach Center,
Torah Initiatives, the Women’s
Division, and so much more. We
meet Jews in different places, at different stages,
with different backgrounds, and we try to help
them take their next step forward.

Midreshet Rachel v’Chaya is doing that kind

:»yb
RABBI MOSHE CHAIM DOMBEY 72”1
On the occasion of his 20" yahrzheit

T30
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of work. They serve women in their twenties
who often come from non-observant back-
grounds, but are now committed to shemirat
hamitzvot and are hungry to learn Torah and
build Jewish homes rooted in depth and com-
mitment. They do not force one mold. They
expose their students to the richness of Torah
learning and help each woman find her path,
her community, and her relationship with
HaKodesh Baruch Hu.

I was also impressed by their Aliyah pro-
gram, which includes weekly presentations
with Nefesh B'Nefesh and other organizations
offering practical guidance, and by their mar-
ried couples program, run in conjunction with
Shapell’s Yeshiva, with classes for men, women,
and couples, along with special Shabbatonim
and fellowships.

After the event, I met a number of the young
women learning at MRC and spoke with them.
The conversation was real. Deep. Honest. The
kind of conversation that reminds you what
Klal Yisrael needs from its young people, and
how much future is sitting in front of you in
a room like that. I kept thinking that these
sefarim are exactly where they belong.

Yes, we live in a world where you can find
almost any sefer on an app. But there is still
something irreplaceable about holding a sefer
in your hands. Turning pages. Writing your
name on the inside cover. Coming back to a

|
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gk Moving, Packing,Storage
0547369550
E -Free Boxes With Your Move

thought you underlined years ago. A sefer
becomes part of a person’s life.

To know that these sefarim will now be
opened by young women building their lives
of Torah, building their future homes, building
the next generation, is a true continuation of
Yair Landau’s legacy. It is a way for his love of
Torah to keep giving life.

So let me suggest something simple for this
coming Shabbat. Take a few minutes. Pick up a
sefer. Maybe it is a sefer from the Yair Landau
Memorial Library. Maybe it is not. But let it be
real. Let it be intentional. Read one more Dvar
Torah. Share one more thought at your table.
Learn something small in Yair’s memory.

May Yair Landau’s neshama have an aliyah,
together with the neshamot of all those who
have fallen al kiddush Hashem in the battles of
Am Yisrael and for the speedy recovery for all
of our soldiers. And may we merit the day when
families no longer need to dedicate libraries,
plaques, or rooms in memory of sons lost in
war, because there will be peace for Am Yisrael.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman

Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

b/\ Flying Soon? PR
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The Twilight Zone
of Redemption

From the archives: Written a year ago
after the release of some of the hostages,
but still relevant today. Rabbi Hauer zt"1
describes world events that make us both
happy and sad, hopeful and fearful, and
how we should move forward.

It feels like we are living in Parshat Va’eira.

The essential story of the galut in Egypt is
comprised of three primary chapters. Par-
shat Shemot opens the story of the intensify-
ing bitter enslavement of the Jewish people;
Parshat Bo closes it with their leaving Egypt.
Parshat Va’eira is the prolonged twilight zone
in between, when things start to get better
as Hashem shows His hand on behalf of His
people and beats back their enemies but does
not do so decisively enough for their complete
deliverance. Time and time again the Egyptians
are made to feel the pressure but ultimately
resist it and continue the bondage.

BROTHERS
MOYVING CO.

THE smdﬁ.rassr THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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We can only imagine the roller-coaster of
emotions that the Jewish people felt during that
period with their hopes repeatedly raised and
dashed until the story properly concludes with
the Egyptians’ clear recognition that they have
been defeated. From the outset, Moshe made
clear that it was going to be the plague of the
first-born that would produce their ultimate
deliverance (Shemot 4:22-23), and that would
come as described in Parshat Bo (11:6), with
terrible cries coming from the Egyptians. Put
differently, it ain’t over until Klal Yisrael sings
and the Egyptians cry.

That is the straightforward meaning of the
Talmud’s reading (Sanhedrin 22a) of Tehillim
68:7: “G-d brings the isolated home, setting
free those held captive with weeping and with
song,” referring to the weeping of the Egyp-
tians and the singing of the Jews. Those are
the sounds of the unambiguous clarity of the
definitive victory of good over evil.

At this moment in time, we are not quite
there yet as we find ourselves doing both the
singing and the weeping. We have been blessed
to see Hashem deliver via the heroic soldiers of
Tzahal plague after plague to our enemies and
miraculous protection for the Jewish people
from hostile attacks, yet those attacks continue.
We received the news of the freeing of three of
the hostages earlier this week with mixed emo-
tions; joy for them, sadness for those remaining



in the hands of the Hamas monsters, and fear
for the unfinished business of defeating the
enemy. And we watched Hamas and many
Palestinians cheer and jeer when handing over
the hostages and celebrate the return of their
own murderous and unrepentant terrorists
from Israeli jails while raging over the death
and damage inflicted on their own homes and
families. Both sides are laughing and crying,
a sure sign that there is as yet no clear victor.
The tide may have turned, but it is not over.

What will it take to bring this to a conclusion?
We cannot dare to “answer” that question, but
we can think about it in broader terms. Jewish
thought sees the essence of galut in its ambiguity
and confusion, a “twilight zone” condition that
originates in the original exile of Adam from the
Garden of Eden. Rambam (Moreh Nevuchim
1:1) noted that the nature of the original sin was
such that it shifted our view of the world from
the objective and clear knowledge of truth and
falsehood - da’at emet v’sheker — to the more
subjective and ambiguous knowledge of good
and evil — da’at tov v’ra - while Rav Chaim of
Volozhin further noted (Nefesh Hachaim 1:6),
that good and evil became so jumbled together
that we are left without absolute good and evil.
Emerging from that external confusion requires
our own internal definitive clarity and commit-
ment which will ultimately be reflected in a
greater clarity in the world around us.

We may be astonished to consider that within
the twilight zone of Va’eira, despite all the
divine plagues being visited upon the Egyptians,
the Jews’ faith in God was incomplete and they
were still attached to the idol worship of Egypt.
It is only as they approached the final plague,
the moment of clarity, that they “withdrew their
hands from idol worship” (see Rashi to 12:6)
and slaughtered/smashed the sheep/idols of the
Egyptians. If the Jewish people were themselves
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beach, shopping and
Synagogues... going fast!
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vacillating on what they believed in without
definitively standing for what was right and
true, this would continue to be reflected in the
ambiguity of their condition.

We are in a twilight zone. The world around
us is terribly unclear; events are happening
that make us both happy and sad, hopeful and
fearful. Perhaps our best step out of this murk-
iness of Va’eira is to move to the clarity of Bo
by turning from analyzing what is happening
around us to focusing on what we ourselves
believe and do, withdrawing our minds and
hands from that which we know to be false
and thinking and acting with greater clarity,
purity, and consistency. B
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PARSHAT VA’EIRA

Parshat Va’eira is the transition from Divine
promises to Divine action. Responding to Paro’s
first refusal at the end of last week’s parsha, G-d
assures Moshe that He will release the Jewish
people from slavery and bring them to the Land
of Israel. After Moshe’s reluctance, Moshe and
Aharon are sent to Paro. The first seven plagues
occur: blood, frogs, lice, wild animals, animal
disease, boils, hail. Paro responds in fits and
starts, at times acquiescing then changing his
mind.

R 1ST ALIYA (6:2-13)
{\‘} In response to the futility of

Moshe’s approach to Paro at the
end of last week’s parsha, G-d responds firmly
and definitively: I am G-d, a name unknown to
the Avot. I promised them the Land of Israel. I
heard the people’s cries. And I remember the
covenant. So, tell the people: I, G-d, am taking
them out, saving them, redeeming them, bring-
ing them to Me, bringing them to the Land. The
people cannot hear due to their burdens. G-d
tells Moshe to go to Paro. He objects: the people
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didn’t hear me, how will Paro?

There is no other place in the entire Torah
where G-d Himself acts as a Torah commen-
tary. Here He states to Moshe that something
was missing from the stories of the Avot, the
Patriarchs. They did not know the name of G-d.
And you, Moshe and the Jewish people, you will
know that name.

And He explains. I promised them the Land.
But you I will take to the Land.

Meaning. I made a promise. But they, the
Avot, never saw it realized. You Moshe, you
will see the promise realized.

This is the essential meaning of the story of
the Exodus: G-d’s direct intervention in Jewish
history. Up until now, we know G-d as the One
who promises to Avraham that he will be given
the Land of Israel. But we have yet to see this
promise become a reality. The promise of the
Land has not been granted. It was promises
and patience. Promises but waiting. Wondering.
When?

Everything changes now. Now, for the first
time, He tells us exactly what He is going to do.
And it happens immediately. He tells Moshe
and the people in vivid detail exactly what
He is going to do: take them out, save them,
redeem them, bring them to Him, bring them
to the Land.

This is a profound lesson both in how G-d
acts in the world. As well as how He doesn’t.

Sometimes He acts directly. And sometimes
His promises take time. Years. Hundreds of
years. Understanding His Ways is elusive.

The Torah tells us He intervenes now. It
doesn’t tell us why He didn’t intervene through



all the suffering until now.

The story of the Exodus is to establish that
G-d intervenes, manipulates the world. How?
When? That remains elusive.

"/" 2ND ALIYA (6:14-29)
K’} The lineage of Reuven, Shimon

and Levi is outlined. Including the
birth of Moshe and Aharon. These are the
Aharon and Moshe who G-d commanded to
go to Paro. The ones who speak with Paro.

Moshe’s lineage is given. Kind of an odd side-
bar. Perhaps the Torah is stating the pedigree of
the actors in this story. Moshe is not pedigreed.
Heis

not distinguished in his lineage. He is not
from the first-born son Reuven. Nor from the
first-born son of Levi. Nor even the first-born
son of Amram. There is only one pedigreed
actor: the Creator.

Moshe’s lack of lineage is to emphasize that
he is but a pawn in the Hand of the Divine. You
need someone to make all this happen; but the
main billing is not Moshe. He is but a pawn in
the Hand of the Divine.

"/‘ 3RD ALIYA (6:30-7:7)
'/k\O} G-d tells Moshe to go to Paro.

Moshe objects: I am tongue-tied, how
will Paro listen? G-d tells Moshe: I am making
you Paro’s judge and Aharon your mouthpiece.
I will harden Paro’s heart. He will not listen
to you.

By normal political measures, Moshe knows
he will not be successful. He, weak. Paro, pow-
erful. But he is told: You aren’t the one making
this happen. I am.

’v‘ ATH ALIYA (7:8-8:6)
K’} The plagues begin. Go to Paro in

the morning when he goes to the
river. In this you will know that I am G-d; the
water will turn to blood. Moshe warns Paro.
Aharon hits the water; it turns to blood. The

sorcerers do it. Paro does not listen. The 2nd
plague: come to Paro and tell him G-d says to
let My people go and serve Me. If not, frogs
will invade your home, bed, ovens, and slaves'
homes. Aharon raises his staff and the frogs
invade. Paro calls Moshe and requests he pray
for this to stop.

We are familiar with the 10 plagues. In our
parsha we have the first 7.

The plagues divide into 3 groups; 1-3, 4-6, 7-9.
And then the first born.

This grouping is based on the repeating
patterns of the plagues. There are 3 patterns:
where Moshe you will meet Paro. Where the
plagues occur. And what their purpose is.

The first pattern is where Moshe meets Paro.
Plague 1, at the water. Plague 2, in the palace.
3, no meeting. Then the pattern repeats with
plagues 4, 5, 6; water, palace, no meeting. And
7,8,9.

The second pattern is where the plagues
occur. Water. Land. Sky.

And a pattern of their purpose: so that you
will know that I am G-d, that I am G-d in the
midst of the Land, and that there is none like
Me.
"/" 5TH ALIYA (8:7-8:18)

K d Moshe prays, the frogs stop, Paro
reneges. 3rd plague: Aharon raises

%
his staff; lice invade man and beast. The sorcer-
ers unsuccessfully try to imitate; it is the hand of
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G-d. Paro does not listen. The 4th plague: Go to
Paro in the morning when he goes to the river.
Tell him: there will be wild beasts in Egypt but
not in Goshen. In this you will know that I am
G-d in the midst of the land.

This first set of plagues originate in the water.
Water turns to blood. Frogs emerge from the
water.

The Nile is the source of all agriculture in
Egypt. Flood irrigation. It is the source of all
life. And is ascribed Divinity. Naturally. In the
world of idolatry, the most powerful forces are
ascribed Divinity. The Nile is powerful.

Hence, it is hit first. Your god is made some-
what farcical in the face of our G-d. Water
becomes blood; life becomes death. Frogs, all
over Egypt. And the dead fish and frogs smell.
You god has become a farce.

And the Torah states that. Moshe says in the
warning to Paro: so that you will know that I
am G-d.

The pattern of the plagues is 2 plagues emerg-
ing from the water, then one plague that attacks
your body. The first 2 get warnings. The 3rd
doesn’t.

"/" 6TH ALIYA (8:19-9:16)
'/k\O) The plague of beasts happens.

Paro agrees to allow the people to
leave to celebrate in the desert. Moshe prays for
cessation of the plague. Paro changes his mind.
The 5th plague: Come to Paro, the animals will
be smitten with disease, though not those of the
Jewish people. Paro checked, saw that it was
true. But hardened his heart. The 6th plague:
Moshe, throws dust in the sky in front of Paro.
It became boils and blisters on animals and
people. G-d hardened Paro’s heart. 7th plague:
Moshe, go to Paro in the morning. With this
plague you will know that there is none like Me.

Plagues 4 and 5 repeat the pattern; warning
at the river, then in the palace. And they both
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occur on the land, attacking animals. The wild
animals and animal disease attack only the
Egyptians, not in Goshen. And their purpose
is stated: so that you will know that I am G-d
in the midst of the land.

Which is another way of saying: G-d is
involved in the activity of man, distinguishing
between evil and good.

Turning water to blood was an attack on the
Egyptian god; hence you know that I am G-d.
Here the plague distinguishes between people,
the Egyptians and the Jews to teach: I am G-d
working in the midst of the land.

Plague 7 begins the next series of the 3,
plagues coming from the sky. And their purpose
is stated: there is none like Me.

‘(" 7TH ALIYA (9:17-35)
.7‘\0} Hail will rain down and kill all in

its path. Moshe raised his staff and
hail rained down amidst thunder, with fire.
Paro called Moshe and Aharon: I have sinned;
G-d is righteous. Pray to remove this and I will
let you go. Moshe did so. Paro refused to send
the people out.

The parsha ends after 7 plagues. The last 3
will be in next week’s parsha.

The plagues express the 3 core beliefs of
Judaism: there is a G-d, He acts in the world,
and He is One, Unique, none like Him. Kind of
like the Shema. There is a G-d, He is our G-d,
and He is One.

The story of the Exodus is the most repeated
story in Jewish life. Because it teaches what
kind of G-d we believe in: a Mover of history.

But there is another message, not in what
happens, but in what does not. This story, of
overt Divine involvement, will never happen
again.

As if to say: I am going to show you My Hand
once. Just once. Pay attention. It won’t happen
like this again. But I am doing it because I know



how difficult it is for you to see Me. Watch
carefully: My Hand is revealed in Egypt, in the
plagues, in the crossing of the sea.

I know all too well that you, My Jewish peo-
ple will live in the future in the thick fog of
life, when seeing My Hand is oh so difficult
—you will refer back, many times, in prayer, in
mitzvot to this glorious sunny, clear day of My
Hand. And you will know that as my Hand was
so clear and obvious then, so too is My Hand,
while obscured in the fog of life, nonetheless
present now.

Perception of G-d is hard in this foggy world of
ours. He created it that way - the Hebrew word
for world is olam, similar to ne’elam, hidden. To
perceive His Hand as shaping history requires
great faith and insight. Oh, how many have cho-
sen in our time, due to the eclipse of His Face, the
lack of His Hand in our history in the Holocaust,
oh how many have abandoned Him.

We who are privileged to walk in our Land
have glimpsed again His Hand in history. There
are times when His Hand is oh so hard to see.
And then there are the winks, like the exodus
from Egypt, when the fog seems to clear. And
those moments are blessed ones. m
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I was recently interviewed by one of my
great-granddaughters. She is a high school
student and was assigned to interview one of
her ancestors. After responding to her questions
about the different stages of my many careers,
she commented, “Wow! You had some very
colorful experiences!”

Among those “experiences” were my various
encounters with non-Jews who took their Bible
seriously. They included famous politicians such
as President Bill Clinton, college professors of
philosophy, and Christian clergymen. They also
included students of biblical criticism.

I must admit that they often asked me ques-
tions that had me stumped. That is, stumped
until I gave those questions further thought and
researched traditional Jewish commentaries.

I'd like to confront you, dear reader, with one
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of those questions and share with you some of
the answers that I have discovered over the
years.

In this week’s Torah portion, Parshat Va’eira
(Exodus 6:2-9:25) we read about seven of the ten
plagues that the Almighty brought upon Egypt/
Mitzrayim. In next week’s Torah portion, the
final three plagues are described. In His pre-
lude to the final plague, the Almighty informs
Moses and Aaron, “I will pass through the land
of Mitzrayim on that night and I will smite every
first born in that land, man and beast, and I will
mete out harsh justice (shefatim) to all the gods
of Mitzrayim -1, the Lord!” (Exodus 12:12).

The question that I've been asked by my skep-
tical acquaintances is this: “Where in the biblical
text is there any reference to the implementation
of that harsh judgement?”

Yes, plenty of harsh judgements are meted out
to the Egyptian slave masters, to the firstborn,
to the general Egyptian populace, to the cattle
in the pastures and the crops on the fields, and
eventually to the Pharaoh himself. But where
in the text, this week or next week, is there any
evidence of the punishment of “all the gods of
Mitzrayim”?

Admittedly, I was stumped by this question
during the early stages of my serious Torah
study. But it was not very long before I was
“enlightened”. Several classical Jewish scholars
raised this question centuries ago, and many
more have raised it in the centuries since, down
to modern times.

There is now a panoply of explanations
available to us. One is offered by Ramban al
HaTorah, the thirteenth century rabbinic sage,



whose commentary can be consulted by the
reader on the verse in question. The other is
much more recent.

I came upon the latter when, as a young man,
I received a birthday gift from my much younger
sister, now an avid reader and frequent critic of
this weekly column. I treasure that gift to this
day.

The gift was a book in Hebrew, entitled Bina
B’Mikra, by Rabbi Issachar Jacobson. It remains
one of my favorite collections of analyses of the
weekly Torah portions.

Rabbi Jacobson, whose works are available in
English translation, deals with this question in
his essay on this week’s Torah portion, Parashat
Vaera, although the verse in question is in Par-
shat Bo.

He cites an article by Professor A. Sh. Yehudah,
from his book of learned articles entitled Avar
V’Erev, which I respectfully translate as Past and
Prelude. Professor Yehudah’s thesis is a simple
one. He asserts that each of the ten plagues,
when “decoded”, is aimed directly at one of the
numerous gods of ancient Egypt.

Let’s begin with the first plague, blood,
dam. The waters of the Nile turned to blood.
Surely rendering the waters of the mighty river
undrinkable punished those guilty of enslaving
the Children of Israel. But more to the point,
states Professor Yehudah, one must be aware
that the Nile was the source of the fertile farms
and flourishing gardens and orchards of ancient
Egypt. As such, it was worshipped as one of the
gods of Egypt. Pharaoh descends to the banks
of the Nile every morning to worship the river
as a deity. When Moses insisted that he wished
for the Jews to be freed to worship the Lord in
the wilderness/Midbar, he was asserting that the
God of Israel was not confined to one river but
extended His dominion even unto the farthest
reaches of Planet Earth and beyond. Thus,

argues Professor Yehudah, the plague of blood
was a “direct hit” not only upon the people of
Egypt but upon one of their gods!

Let’s move on to plague number two, the
frogs that infested the length and breadth of
Mitzrayim, hopping around the living quarters
of every citizen. Professor Yehudah informs us
that the frog/tzefardea was a goddess of the
ancient Egyptian people, the goddess of the
midwives, whose image was that of a woman
with a frog’s head. Why a frog, you ask? Because
frogs notoriously multiply rapidly and profusely.
What better symbol of blessing for procreation
and population growth, and what a wonderful
emblem of blessing for the midwives who bring
new babies into the world. Infesting the entire
citizenry with frogs defames the goddess and is a
“harsh punishment” for her, as well as for those
midwives who collaborated with the decree to
rid Mitzrayim of male Israelite babies.

And on to plague number three: kinim, fleas
and lice, here, there, and everywhere. Brilliantly,
Professor Yehudah draws upon one of the myths
of the ancient Egyptian religion: One of the gods
wanted to overthrow the ruling god.

The rebel disguised himself as a pig, approached
his rival sneakily, and poked out the eye of the
superior god with his finger. No wonder that
Pharoah’s sorcerers exclaimed that the plague
of fleas and lice was etzba Elokim, “the finger of
the Almighty”! Furthermore, Professor Yehudah
continues, one might be puzzled over the fact that,
of course, lice and fleas were rife in ancient Near
East countries—and still are to some degree. But
the impact of those insects was not limited to the
general populace. Rather, they descended upon
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the priests, holy men, and wizards of Egypt, who
typically kept thermselves meticulously pure and
clean, shaven to retain their sanctity, and yet the
plague brought the “harsh judgments” even upon
these supposed delegates or surrogates of the gods
of ancient Egypt.

Professor Yehudah goes on to show how all
ten plagues were indeed directed toward “all
the gods of Mitzrayim” as the Lord had assured
Moses and Aaron would come to pass.

I close with an attempt to update the notion of
the “gods” of an ancient culture to consider the
“gods” of the cultures of our times. I must restrain
my temptation to outline my thoughts of how to
dethrone the ruling deities of contemporary soci-
ety. But I can close this column with my “short list”
of the “gods” we tend to worship: Power, Wealth,
Beauty, Fame, Greed, Arrogance, Revenge, Victory.

I'm sure you can think of others.

Shabbat Shalom!
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A Puzzling
Argument

The Torah couldn’t be clearer...why, then,
do the rabbis argue?

A few weeks ago, the Torah opened the story
of Yetziat Mitzraim with the words:

“And a new king arose over Egypt who did
not know Yosef.”

Upon which the Talmud commented:

Rav and Shmuel [disagree]...

One authority accepts the straightforward
meaning of the text. A “new” Pharaoh, he
contends, rose to power following the passing
of Yosef’s generation.

The other scholar, however, maintains that
there was no physical transference of authority
at all. The Pharaoh of the Exodus was the same
king who had ruled previously. Only his decrees
were “new.”

We find ourselves forced, however, to ask the
obvious questions alluded to above...

What are Rav and Shmuel really arguing
about?

The text explicitly asserts that the Pharaoh
of the Exodus story was a “new king,” distinct
from the Pharaoh who ruled in Yosef’s time.
How could either of these sages state otherwise?

And, to strike even further, why does it matter
whether the Pharaoh of the Exodus story was
“new” or not? One way or the other, this king
launched the first, horrific persecution of the
Jewish people.
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To answer our questions, we must read the
Torah’s account of our oppression at the hands
of the Egyptians as it is meant to be read.

This is not simply a tale of happenings long
past. Like the rest of the Torah’s narratives,
the story of our ancestors’ enslavement is as
relevant to our day as it was at the moment of
its unfolding.

What emerges is a “blueprint for persecution.”

Frighteningly familiar scenes greet our eyes,
as Pharaoh embarks on a staged, calculated
course designed to destroy the Israelite nation
even before it is born.

With increasing intensity, the stages unfold:
propaganda, isolation, debasement, back-break-
ing labor and torture, culminating in a final
act of genocide that would have ended our
story on the spot. A carefully planned pattern
of persecution that first appears in Egypt, but
is then repeated again and again, with only
minor adjustments, across the face of our long,
turbulent history.

Likewise, Pharoah’s desperate determination
to complete his plan-even at the cost of his own
people’s welfare-and his inexplicable hatred of
the Israelites-are also hauntingly mirrored by
the fanatic enemies surrounding us to this day.

The opening parshiot of Shemot thus form a
cautionary tale portending challenges to follow.
Prepare yourselves, the Torah seems to say, for
you will face this scenario repeatedly on your
national journey.

But how does it all begin? What are the
warning signs? How can we best prepare to
meet an oncoming challenge?

Perhaps this is where Rav and Shmuel enter



the picture. These great sages may not be argu-
ing at all, but rather suggesting two alternative
paths. The story of Egyptian slavery, they con-
tend, could have begun in one of two ways: either
anew king arose to confront the Israelites, or the
same king transformed from friend to foe. Both
possibilities are real, and both will confront you
onyour journey.

Let this serve as an example and a warning:
‘you cannot rest easy. The next challenge may
erupt suddenly, from the most unexpected
source. Remain vigilant. Expect the unexpected.
Prepare for every contingency. Only an aware-
ness of the many possible dangers surrounding
you will enable you to meet the next test — before
it is too late.

As our world changes daily and dramatically,
our task becomes inordinately harder. From
what direction will the next challenge emerge?
What will the nature of that challenge be? How
can we possibly prepare for events that we can
scarcely predict?

And yet, the lessons emerging from the dawn
of our history remain constant. We cannot allow
ourselves to be surprised. With increased inten-
sity, we must carefully and constantly study the
world around us, searching for hints of potential
challenges to come. And when those challenges
do emerge, we must rise together to meet them
with the courage and strength that has enabled
our people, not only to survive, but to thrive,
across the ages.m

Rabbi Goldin is the author of the
OU Press volumes "Unlocking the Torah Text,"
and "Unlocking the Haggada."
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RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi »>y5
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1
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Of Lice and Men

The dust of the earth was turned to lice all
across Egypt. The magicians tried to produce
lice with their sorcery, but they could not.
Meanwhile the lice still infested people and
animals alike.

“This,” the magicians told Pharaoh, “is
the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was
toughened, and - as the Lord had predicted -
he would not listen to them. (Exodus 8:12-15)

Too little attention has been paid to the use
of humour in the Torah. Its most important
form is the use of satire to mock the pretensions
of human beings who think they can emulate
God. One thing makes God laugh - the sight of
humanity attempting to defy heaven:

The kings of the earth take their stand,
And the rulers gather together against the Lord
and His anointed one.

“Let us break our chains,” they say,

“and throw off their fetters.”

He who sits in heaven laughs,

God scoffs at them. (Psalm 2:2-4)

There is a marvellous example in the story of
the Tower of Babel. The people in the plain of
Shinar decide to build a city with a tower that
“will reach heaven.” This is an act of defiance
against the Divinely given order of nature (“The
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heavens are the heavens of God: the earth He
has given to the children of men”). The Torah
then says, “But God came down to see the city
and the tower . ..” (Gen. 11:5). Down on earth,
the builders thought their tower would reach
heaven. From the vantage point of heaven,
however, it was so minuscule that God had to
“come down” to see it.

Satire is essential in order to understand at
least some of the plagues. The Egyptians wor-
shipped a multiplicity of gods, most of whom
represented forces of nature. By their “secret
arts” the magicians believed that they could
control these forces. Magic is the equivalent in
an era of myth to technology in an age of science.
A civilisation that believes it can manipulate
the gods, believes likewise that it can exercise
coercion over human beings. In such a culture,
the concept of freedom is unknown.

The plagues were not merely intended to pun-
ish Pharaoh and his people for their mistreat-
ment of the Israelites, but also to show them the
powerlessness of the gods in which they believed
(“I will perform acts of judgement against all
the gods of Egypt: I am God”, Ex. 12:12). This
explains the first and last of the nine plagues
prior to the killing of the firstborn. The first



involved the Nile. The ninth was the plague
of darkness. The Nile was worshipped as the
source of fertility in an otherwise desert region.
The sun was seen as the greatest of the gods, Re
(and Pharaoh was considered to be his child).
Darkness meant the eclipse of the sun, showing
that even the greatest of the Egyptian gods could
do nothing in the face of the true God.

What is at stake in this confrontation is the
difference between myth - in which the gods
are mere powers, to be tamed, propitiated
or manipulated — and biblical monotheism
in which ethics (justice, compassion, human
dignity) constitute the meeting-point of God
and humankind. That is the key to the first
two plagues, both of which refer back to the
beginning of Egyptian persecution of the Isra-
elites: the killing of male children at birth, first
through the midwives (though, thanks to Shifra
and Puah’s moral sense, this was foiled) then
by throwing them into the Nile to drown.

That is why, in the first plague, the river waters
turn to blood. The significance of the second,
frogs, would have been immediately appar-
ent to the Egyptians. Heqet, the frog-goddess,
represented the midwife who assisted women
in labour. Both plagues are coded messages
meaning: “If you use the river and midwives
—both normally associated with life — to bring
about death, those same forces will turn against
you.” An immensely significant message is taking
shape: Reality has an ethical structure. If used for
evil ends, the powers of nature will turn against
man, so that what he does will be done to him
in turn. There is justice in history.

The response of the Egyptians to these first
two plagues is to see them within their own
frame of reference. Plagues, for them, are forms
of magic, not miracles. To Pharaoh’s magicians,
Moses and Aaron are people like themselves
who practice “secret arts”. So they replicate
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Eta Morris
ERUSALEM REALTY

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business
Eta: 054-723-3863

Amazing stand alone homes in
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY

New Exclusive

Shai Agnon 4.

116 sgm built as three
bedrooms.

2 full bathrooms.

Has Shabbat elevator, park-
ing and storage.

Beautiful views to the
Botanical Gardens.

Price 5,300,000 NIS

In the very desirable
Ganei Tzion project on
Eliezer Hagadol 6 Street.
125 sgm with 4 bedrooms
2.5 baths, 12 sgm terrace
(small area sukkah).

2 Shabbat elevators

3 parking spots and storage
Great view 8th floor

Built in Anglo community.
Price 6,450,000 NIS

BAKA penthouse.

150 sgm on 2 floors
Renovated.

4 bedrooms 2.5 bath.
Shared parking.

2 terraces both Sukka
together 30 sgm.

Price 10,900,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON townhouse

255 sgm of living space built as 6 bedrooms,
5.5 bathrooms

Registered garden 74 sqm.

Terrace of 14 sgm. Safe room.

Great condition, option for parking.

Call me for more information.

Opportunity to buy stand alone house in BAKA

Over 500 sgm.
Call me for more information.

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com

\Eta: 054-723-3863 etamorrisrealty.co.il r

OU ISRAEL CENTER 25



them: they show that they too can turn water
into blood and generate a horde of frogs. The
irony here is very close to the surface. So intent
are the Egyptian magicians on proving that they
can do what Moses and Aaron have done, that
they entirely fail to realise that far from mak-
ing matters better for the Egyptians, they are
making them worse: more blood, more frogs.

This brings us to the third plague, lice. One
of the purposes of this plague is to produce an
effect which the magicians cannot replicate.
They try. They fail. Immediately they conclude,
“This is the finger of God”.

This is the first appearance in the Torah of an
idea, surprisingly persistent in religious think-
ing even today, called “the god of the gaps”. This
holds that a miracle is something for which we
cannot yet find a scientific explanation. Science
is natural; religion is supernatural.

An “act of God” is something we cannot
account for rationally. What magicians (or tech-
nocrats) cannot reproduce must be the result of
Divine intervention. This leads inevitably to the
conclusion that religion and science are opposed.
The more we can explain scientifically or control
technologically, the less need we have for faith.
As the scope of science expands, the place of
God progressively diminishes to vanishing point.

What the Torah is intimating is that this is
a pagan mode of thought, not a Jewish one.
The Egyptians admitted that Moses and Aaron
were genuine prophets when they performed
wonders beyond the scope of their own magic.
But this is not why we believe in Moses and
Aaron. On this, Maimonides is unequivocal:

Israel did not believe in Moses, our teacher,
because of the signs he performed. When
faith is predicated on signs, a lurking doubt
always remains that these signs may have
been performed with the aid of occult arts
and witchcraft. All the signs Moses performed
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in the Wilderness, he did because they were
necessary, not to authenticate his status as a
prophet . .. When we needed food, he brought
down manna. When the people were thirsty,
he cleaved the rock. When Korach’s supporters
denied his authority, the earth swallowed them
up. So too with all the other signs. What then
were our grounds for believing in him? The
Revelation at Sinai, which we saw with our own
eyes and heard with our own ears... (Hilchot
Yesodei haTorah 8:1)

The primary way in which we encounter God
is not through miracles but through His word
—the revelation — Torah — which is the Jewish
people’s constitution as a nation under the sov-
ereignty of God. To be sure, God is in the events
which, seeming to defy nature, we call miracles.
But He is also in nature itself. Science does not
displace God: it reveals, in ever more intricate
and wondrous ways, the design within nature
itself. Far from diminishing our religious sense,
science (rightly understood) should enlarge it,
teaching us to see “How great are Your works,
0O God; You have made them all with wisdom.”
Above all, God is to be found in the Voice heard
at Sinai, teaching us how to construct a society
that will be the opposite of Egypt: in which the
few do not enslave the many, nor are strangers
mistreated.

The best argument against the world of
Ancient Egypt was Divine humour. The cultic
priests and magicians who thought they could
control the sun and the Nile discovered that
they could not even produce a louse. Pharaohs
like Ramses II demonstrated their godlike sta-
tus by creating monumental architecture: the
great temples, palaces, and pyramids whose
immensity seemed to betoken Divine grandeur
(the Gemara explains that Egyptian magic could
not function on very small things). God mocks
them by revealing His Presence in the tiniest



of creatures. “I will show you fear in a handful
of dust”, writes the poet, T. S. Eliot.

What the Egyptian magicians (and their
latter-day successors) did not understand is
that power over nature is not an end in and
of itself, but solely the means to ethical ends.
The lice were God’s joke at the expense of the
magicians who believed that because they
controlled the forces of nature, they were the
masters of human destiny. They were wrong.
Faith is not merely belief in the supernatural.
It is the ability to hear the call of the Author of
Being, to be free in such a way as to respect the
freedom and dignity of others. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

“So That
They Know
ThatI Am
G-d!!”

It is somewhat curious.

Our haftarah commences with the closing
p’sukim of the 28th perek - the final verses
concluding the prophet’s previous nevu’ah! It
is, indeed, quite strange to have the haftarah
begin with the final p’sukim of a prophecy!
In truth, however, it is only problematic were
we to ignore the earlier nevu’ot, those themes
that flow logically into Yechezkel’s lesson he
prepares to share with the exiled Jewish com-
munity in Bavel.

In the earlier prophecies [chapters 25-28] we
read of the navi’s criticisms that focus upon
the corruption of Israel’s six neighbors: Amon,
Moav, Edom, Philistia, and, later on, Tzor (Tyre)
and Tzidon (Sidon). It is significant to note that

Under 74 and a half

Don't wait until too late

To get Private Health Cover
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Nermanz@shaham-orlan.co.il = 054-4258671
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BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

the navi’s condemnation of Israel herself (i.e.,
Judea, for the bulk of the northern kingdom
had already been exiled), is first found in the
opening of 29th perek. It is there that we learn
of the specific date when Yechezkel pronounced
his nevu’ah, as our haftarah relates: “In the
tenth-year and the twelfth day of the tenth
month...”. This tells us that the prophet’s oration
was pronounced a mere two days after the
Babylonian army had begun their siege around
Yerushalayim (Asarah B’Tevet). In other words,
Yechezkel shared his words to a nation in exile
who had just heard about the “beginning of the
end” to Jerusalem and their brethren in the
capital. And yet, the prophet says nothing of
the Babylonian enemy - the besieging hordes
that surrounded Ir HaKodesh!!? He condemns
Amon and Mo’av, he censures Edom and Phi-
listia and he denounces Tzor and Tzidon. But
says no word against Babylonia!!!

And, perhaps even more surprising, is the
fact that the bulk of Yechezkel’s rebuke that
we do find in our haftarah, is directed toward
none of these threatening enemies, but, rather,
toward Egypt, the one nation who established
a military alliance with Yehudah!

Yes, this too is quite curious. But, in truth, it
is not so surprising.

Multiple messages found in the books of our
nevi'im emphasize the treacherous behavior
of the Egyptian Empire that denied their
promised support for the Judean kingdom in
their struggle against the Babylonian Empire.
Undoubtedly, the inconstancy of the Judeans
in their belief in Hashem, their lack of reliance
upon the HaKadosh Baruch Hu to relieve them



from the threat of Bavel, is what led them to
ally themselves with Mitzrayim, and was the
essential cause — and primary sin - of their
destruction and exile.

But Rav Amnon Bazak clarifies the reason
why Yechezkel focuses upon the sins of Egypt
and her King. The navi “spotlights” the boast
of Pharaoh: “Li y’ori va’ani ahsiti”, “The river
(Nile) is mine and I made myself!!” — Par’oh’s
boast claiming his divinity as an all-powerful
creator. It is this outrageous attitude — together
with Egypt’s treacherous behavior toward
Judea - that brought G-d’s prophecy of their
approaching punishments pronounced by
Yechezkel.

Additionally, the harsh words directed to
Egypt were also meant for the ear of Judea.
Rav Bazak pointed to the punishments waiting
for Egypt as those threatened to Israel as well.
The prophetic penalties promised to Egypt, the
warning that her land would become desolate
and her cities — destroyed [29:9], closely
parallels the cautionary notice Yechezkel
gives to Israel that “the populated cities
shall be destroyed and the land will be
desolate.” [12:20] Likewise, the prophet’s
threat to Egypt that G-d would disperse
them among the nations and scatter them
to other lands [29:12], echoes the navi’s
intimidating words to Israel: “I shall scat-
ter them among the nations and disperse
them to others lands”. [12:15]

Why was this connection essential?
Because the sins of both Egypt and Israel
were the same: A denial by each reigning
monarch (and many of their nation) of
the existence, power and divinity of G-d
Himself. The need to teach these deniers
Who Hashem is, was the very theme of
our parasha. Note how, after almost every
plague brought upon Egypt, we are told “so
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they/he shall know that I am G-d”. To know G-d,
to believe in Him and to recognize His presence
was essential-both for Egypt AND Israel.

And this is precisely why the haftarah starts
at the end. For the final words of the previous
prophecy stated exactly what the theme of the
following nevuw’ah, our haftarah:

“So that they shall know thatI am G-d!!” m

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU lIsrael Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
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In Parashat Va’eira, we encounter a subtle
but striking detail. Two adjacent pesukim
appear to repeat the same phrase, yet reverse
the order of the names they mention. In Shemot
6:26 the Torah states: N 70X NN - Aharon’s
name appears first. But in the very next pasuk
(6:27) it states X YN NI, placing Moshe’s
name before Aharon’s. Why does the Torah
reverse their order in consecutive pesukim?

Rashi offers a well-known explanation:
ninipn W) nYny DX DTRRY ninipn @

TNRD PAPYY TTRZ7-10K2 Y DTRRY

Sometimes the Torah places Aharon first
and sometimes Moshe first, to teach that they
were equal.

This comment immediately raises a diffi-
culty. How can Aharon be considered equal to
Moshe? The Torah itself declares &2 op XY”
“Tiy Nwnd - no prophet ever reached Moshe’s
level. The Rambam includes this principle
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as one of the 13 Ikkarim: Moshe Rabbeinu’s
nevu’ah stands alone. So how could Rashi imply
that Aharon and Moshe were equals?

Several mefarshim resolve this tension. One
possibility is that Moshe achieved his unpar-
alleled status only at Sinai; until that point, he
and Aharon were comparable.

Rav Moshe Feinstein (Drash Moshe), how-
ever, offers a deeper insight. Moshe was unique,
but Aharon fulfilled his own potential just as
perfectly as Moshe fulfilled his. What the Torah
equates is not their abilities or accomplish-
ments, but their achievement of personal
shleimut - their complete realization of what
they were meant to become.

True greatness is not measured by com-
parison to others. It is measured by whether
a person becomes the best version of himself or
herself, with the tools, challenges, and oppor-
tunities Hashem has given.

Often we look at others and think, “They
have so much they need to fix,” or “They’re
not as accomplished as this or that person.”
What we fail to see is the inner world of each
individual - the struggles that are invisible to us,
the obstacles that we do not face, the victories
that no one else witnesses. Our job is not to
measure others, but to build ourselves, step by
step, toward the unique mission Hashem has
placed on our shoulders.

The Gemara (Bava Batra 12b) relates the story
of Rav Yosef, who fell ill and became uncon-
scious. When he awakened, his father asked
him what he had seen. Rav Yosef replied, “I saw
an upside-down world: those who were high here
were low there, and those who were low here



were high there.” His father gently corrected
him: “You did not see an upside-down world.
You saw the world of truth.”

In this world, human eyes often admire quan-
tity—how much Torah someone learned, how
many mitzvot they performed. But in the world
of truth, Hashem measures effort, struggle,
and the fulfillment of potential. A person who
quietly battles their inner challenges may stand
far higher in the next world than someone who
seems to accomplish more externally.

A well-known story about Rav Zusha of
Anipoli illustrates this beautifully. As he lay
on his deathbed, he wept. His students tried to
comfort him: “Rebbe, you were as righteous as
Avraham, as holy as Moshe!”

Rav Zusha responded: “When I stand before
the Heavenly Court, they will not ask me, ‘Why
weren’t you Avraham? Why weren’t you Moshe?’
They will ask, ‘Why weren’t you Zusha?”

Becoming the Person Hashem Meant You
to Be

This is the message of Moshe and Aharon
standing side by side, their names alternating
in order: Greatness is not defined by compari-
son, but by authenticity. Moshe became Moshe;
Aharon became Aharon - and each reached
perfection within his own mission.

The Torah is teaching us that the truest mea-
sure of a life is not how it stacks up against
someone else’s, but whether we rise to the
heights that we, and only we, were created to
reach.

May we learn to look inward rather than
sideways, to embrace our unique strengths,
confront our unique challenges, and strive each
day to become the person Hashem intended
us to be.

May we merit to live as the best version of
ourselves and to fulfill the holy potential placed
within us.
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Rav Menachem Copperman

&
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Certified Dayan & Expert
in Jewish Law

0544-731052
info@kadatvkadin.com




REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

Gauging
Growth

The book of Shemot is rich with relevant
lessons and patterns as it follows the develop-
ment and growth of Am Yisrael. One particular
theme focuses on perceptiveness and mind-
fulness, simply being “in tune” with one’s sur-
roundings and allowing oneself to be affected
by an experience. We find a classic example
in Moshe Rabbeinu’s response to the burning
bush, “Va’yar ve’hinei hasneh bo’er ba’aish
ve’hasneh einenu ukal vayomer Moshe asura
nave’er’eh... madwa lo yiv’ar hasneh — behold,
the thorn bush was burning with fire, but the
thorn bush was not being consumed. So Moshe
said, "Let me turn now and see ...why does
the thorn bush not burn up?” (Shemot 3:3-4)
Rav Elya Svei zt”] offers an explanation based
on the Midrash; Moshe Rabbeinu understood
this sight as a symbol of the Jewish people’s

TUTORINGIN
MATH, SCIENCE,
ENGLISH, HEBREW
& JUDAIC STUDIES

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT

Clear and Patient Explanations

Kind and Supportive Teaching Email:
Flexible Online Scheduling
Help & Test Prep

Each Session Prepared in Advance

WhatsApp:

+972-58-623-8254

34 TORAH TIDBITS 1644 / VA'EIRA

naftalikieffer@gmail.com

plight in Egypt. They may undergo scorching
pain but Hashem assures them that they will
never be annihilated. Moshe’s very pause to
question led him to intuit this powerful lesson.

The beginning of the parashah details the
dramatic showdown between Moshe Rab-
beinu, Aharon and the Egyptian magicians.
At one point, Aharon turns his staff into a
snake, as do the magicians. Aharon’s staff then
returns to its form of a staff and then swallows
the magicians’ staffs. The Egyptian sorcerers
were clearly able to appreciate that this was
an act beyond magic, and that there was truth
in what it represented. Yet, such a revelation
was not enough for them to persuade Paroh
that Moshe and Aharon embodied truth, and it
would benefit him to accede to their request. It
took a few more makot before they were able
to admit the truth and respond more appropri-
ately. How strange is human nature that one
can see obvious truth, and at the same time
deny it, and refuse to allow it to impact him!

A further example is found at the end of
the Torah reading as the plague of
barad is depicted in detail. Moshe
tells Paroh that hail will rain down
upon Egypt and warns him to gather
in all of the livestock so it will not be
harmed. “Ha’yarei et devar Hashem
mei’avdei Paroh hei’nis et avadav ve’et
mikneihu el habatim—He who feared
the word of Hashem of Pharaoh's
servants drove his servants and his
livestock into the houses.” (Shemot
9:20) Those who did not pay attention



left their property unprotected outside and
they perished. Egypt had already experienced
numerous plagues, and yet, there were still
individuals who were unaffected by the
experience.

HaRav Avraham Mordechai of Gur zt”1
notes that this clearly teaches that the oppo-
site of yirat Hashem is not paying attention
to one’s experiences. Thus, one who has
yirat Hashem is someone who hearkens to
the Will of Hashem, allowing it to direct his
every action. It is fascinating, he adds, that one
can witness open miracles, and yet it makes
no impression. One must be conscious and
aware to proactively integrate the lessons of
every experience into his spiritual mindset,
motivating him to respond appropriately.

However, people are uncomfortable leaving
familiar behaviors and beliefs behind and
thus prefer to ignore truth even if it is right
before their eyes. How do we shake ourselves
out of our indifference and thoughtlessness?
Pay attention, teaches Rav Wolbe zt”1! Observe
and take heart! The more cognizant one is
to engage in the depth of each experience,
the less self-absorbed one becomes, and can
thus more easily contemplate how to live
with greater purpose and attentiveness to
the Divine Will. m

U.S.-Trained Neurologist
a Dr. Maia Batash

Expert, Compassionate Neurological Care

%, Call or WhatsApp: ADHD +
+972 55-500-3278 M -

Neck & Back Pain=
Carpal Tunneal =

Nerve Injuries =

Head Trauma, Whiplash «

? Jerusalem, Israel

English & Hebrew

Call now 077-9973185
www.daniels-assets.com

L 24 Gershon Agron Mamilla
usa# 5164675892 9

-] i
PENTHOUSE OF 4-5 BRS - OLD ARNONA

BOUTIQUE BUILDING, PRE CONSTRUCTION OFFER SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
BY THE FINANCING BANK FOR A SUBSIDIZED CONTRACTOR LOAN

e

EXCEPTIONAL LUXURY HOME FOR SALE IN
THE HEART OF THE GERMAN COLONY
OVER 200 SQM GARDEN , 3 PARKING, STORAGE AND MORE

| 4
304 SQM INTERIOR LIVING SPACE | 268 SQM OF
EXPANSIVE BALCONIES | HIGH CEILINGS THROUGHOUT |
FULLY FURNISHED WITH DESIGNER FURNITURE |
79 SQM BASEMENT | 3 CAR PARKING

mainit
d the re! 01
Blser 1o POSSESS o
closel o 'intere

DANIEL BOUZAGLO SINCEZ005

REAL ESTATE
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LAUNCHING

/HUBRAK
CLARK & WASSER

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND ADVISORS

Our team is here wo assist with:

@ US. Income Tax Retumn Fiing @ QuickBooks & Consulting

(v} Foreign Bank Reports FBAR) (4 Financial Statements

@ -Bockkeeping & Accounting Services

Contact Us

WWW.ZACFINANCIALS.COM OFFICES IN JERUSALEM, MODIIN, SEANZAZCWCPA.COM
AND NEW YORK.

Struggling with Crohn’s Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, Irritable Bowel Syndrome, or
Gastroparesis?

Are you tired of worrying every time you go out with family or friends?
It’s time to take control of your health. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Even if you have tried it all — diets, medications, supplements — and still don’t feel better.
It’s not your fault. ¥
When your brain gets stuck in fight-or-flight, your body stays in “survival mode,” keeping
symptoms active no matter how healthy you eat.
The good news? You can calm your brain’s emergency response system and finally help
your body heal.

These are the words of one recent patient who saw the ad in Torah Tidbits:
It was the perfect solution for me! It was worth every penny! ~E.M. Age 79

My programs have been put into 9 IBD Centers across the United States and
Canada including the Mayo Clinic, Vanderbilt University, UC San Diego and
USC and will help you  Regain energy = Feel in control again
[I! Stop planning life around the bathroom
4" Reconnect with joy, travel, and relationships — without fear.
Reach out to me, Dr. Marci Reiss, DSW, at drmarcireiss@gmail.com
Watch my free webinar to see how: drmarciereiss.com/fregister
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Angel Realty W

For Sale in Efrat
Zayit:
2,790,000 NIS
Zayit: 2.180.000 M
Zayit:
1,935,000 NIS

Zayit:

3,390,000 NIS
Dagan:

3.690.000 NIS
Dekel:
4.500.000 NIS

Te'ena: 3.290.000 M
For Sale in Alon Shvut:

2,550,000 NIS

A~ Gold Arrow

LY,

Tax is Hiring!

Join our expert team specializing in
US taxes for Americans in Israel.

”

Opportunities for growth
Competitive salary, including Keren
Hishtalmut

Supportive, tight-knit team

On-site role at our Jerusalem office
2-6 years of experience
Experience with 5471s, Streamlines,
business tax returns, HNWIs

Apply now and advance your career!

Email your CV to aliza@goldarrowtax.com

WINTER HAIS

FOR MEN AND WOMEN

“Ir THE HAT Fr18, IT’S SHERLOCKS!”

3 DOROT RISHONIM -« |
(Off Ben Yehuda) 02 563-7155

' MAmNA SHEAR

marinashear.com

+972-54-533-9543

Ra'anana Properties for Sale

Rivka Gruver 12, Lev HaPark
3.5 Room Apt. ™ 2,590,000

Har Sinai 33, near Shivte Yisrael Shul
5 Room Apt. ™™ 3,900,000

Ravuzki 47, near Ohel Ari Shul
6 Room Cottage m 6,600,000

Hamahtarot 35, Luxury Villa
8 Room Villa  m 16,900,000
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

The second of the ten plagues, the plague
of frogs, contains within it (like each of the
plagues), profound symbolism and eternal
messages.

The pasuk tells us: VaTa'al HaTzfardya vat-
echas et eretz Mitzrayim- And the Tzfardaya
arose and covered the Land of Egypt.

Rashi in a famous comment explains: VaTa'al
HaTzfardya- Tzfardaya Achat Hayta- One frog
rose from the water-vehayu makin ota vhi
matezet nichilim nichilim- they hit the frog, and it
streamed forth swarms and swarms of frogs...."

The Lubavitcher Rebbe zy'a, points out the
significance of the miraculous way in which this
particular makka becomes gradually worse,
initially there was only one frog, and once that
frog was struck suddenly there came forth
swarms of frogs. The Rebbe pointed out that
this plague emphasized that unlike some of the
other plagues which were able to be imitated
or copied by the sorcerers in Paroh’s court, it's
perhaps true that these sorcerers could bring
forth frogs, but what they could not replicate
was the miraculous capacity for one frog to
suddenly spew swarms and swarms of addi-
tional frogs. Only Hakadosh Baruch Hu could
orchestrate such a miracle.

The Meor Einayim, the Rebbe of Chernobyl
zy'a, offered an interesting insight as to the
message inherent in this particular plague.

“The essence of the suffering caused by the
frogs was not their presence, but their sound.
For sound that is unanchored in inner depth
obscures rather than reveals.”

The Sefat Emet, the Gerrer Rebbe zy'a,
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explains that the word for frog- tzfaardaya, is
comprised of the letters which make up the
words tzipor deia— a bird of awareness. When
the mind is in exile, this awareness scatters into
many voices and cries, like the frogs filling all
of Egypt. The makka of tzfardaya, represents
the noise and confusion of exile.

Rav Shamshon Refael Hirsch zt'l explained
that a frog is noisy in the evening, but with day
break becomes silent. How might Rav Hirsch's
words help us to understand the eternal mes-
sage within the plague of frogs? If the frogs
were indeed annoying, or a major nuisance
how should the Egyptians have responded
to that annoyance? How should we in turn
respond when someone annoys or irritates
us through their words, actions or world view?

The great tzadik Rabbi Dr. Avraham J.
Twerski zy'a, offered this beautiful insight to
address this fundamental question regarding
responding to annoying or offensive actions
or comments:

We may be negatively affected by what we hear
just as we may cause harm by what we say. It

: is important to be as
selective about our
hearing as we are
about our speech...

Rabbi Yaakov
Yisrael Kanievsky,
zt'l affectionately
known as the
Steipler Gaon, writes
that initially the
dreaded plague of

Rabbi Dr. Abraham
Twerski zt"]




frogs only consisted of one frog,as Rashi teaches
us. However, the Egyptians apparently didn't
like the frog, and hit it in an attempt to make it
go away. Unbeknownst to them, this frog had
the miraculous capacity that each time it was
struck, it actually multiplied and spewed forth
many more frogs.

While one might understand the first few
attempts to strike the frog, if indeed the frog
kept reproducing with each time it was struck,
at some point it should have been clear that
they should no longer strike the frog, as it just
kept making the situation worse!

The Steipler explained that this is what
happens when one lets their anger overcome
their intellect. When one gets caught up with
anger, they tend to lash out, lose all sense of
rational thought, and ultimately can make an
uncomfortable or upsetting circumstance expo-
nentially worse. We all can look in retrospect
at how foolish and counterproductive it was
for the Egyptians to continue to strike these
frogs, so perhaps we also need to begin to ask
ourselves why we so often fail to learn from
their foolishness, and allow our anger to get
the best of us.

The eternal message from the plague of
Tzfardaya, is an important and relevant musar
haskel for each of us. When we encounter any
annoyance or frustration in life, it is import-
ant not to lash out at that annoyance in anger,
which can only make the situation worse, but
rather to take a step back, restrain ourselves,
and let that nuisance pass, rather than lash out
and make it potentially worse.

May we merit to heed each of these powerful
messages that our sages suggest can be learned

from the makka of tzfardaya. m
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BOUSTAN BAKA
148m + 2 terraces of 15m each, + Shabbat
elevator, storeroom, covered parking.
8.200.000 NIS flexible MICHAEL 0523202488

CITY CENTER - Savion View, luxurious
2 rooms, balcony, Shabbat elevator.

2.890.000 NIS MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - Arab house, garden apartment,
central and quiet, 180m, 220m garden.

11.800.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

GERMAN COLONY - 4 rooms, 370m
garden, parking, storage room.

8.500.000 NIS MENDEL 0528980111

NORTH TALPIOT - New, 180m?, duplex,
penthouse, 40m terrace, panoramic view of
old City, parking and storage room.

9.200.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

BAKA - New penthouse, 180m on
one level, 20m sukkah balcony,
40m storeroom (office/clinique).

12.000.000 MICHAEL 0523202488

Avrum Aaron & Associates

__l___
'

Are you an Israeli
Resident with &
U.S. Assets?

Avoid double probate
& ensure your family
inherits your legacy
while avoiding
unnecessary costs

FREE CONSULTATION =»

(® 054-398-4380

Avrum@lop-llc.com
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THIS WEEK'S INSPIRATIONAL TORAH LEARNING

Men'’s Safrut (The Bais)
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner

7 Hartum Street,

2nd Floor

*The schedule is subject to change

Subscribe to our OU Israel Whatsapp
Community for all information related
to OU Israel classes and programs,
including last minute schedule changes
and updates, by scanning

the QR Code above.

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS
ARE FOR MEN ONLY

QRGE]

#THEOUISRAEL

The Bais (for Men) - Semichat
Chaver Program Rav Elyada
Goldwicht@ Bet Knesset
Ohel Yitzchak

Keren Hayesod St.

92:15AM-1:00PM

Rosh Chodesh Shevat Seminar
161 Rechov Yaffo- HaMerchav
HaChevrati

9:15AM-1:00PM
Rosh Chodesh Shevat Seminar
Rechov 5 Reuven Street - BMTL

OU Israel | Women's Division
2 Radak St., Rechavia

6:00-10:00PM
ATID Midrasha

7:00-9:00PM
Mother Daughter Tu B'Shvat Event

7:00-9:00PM
Dorot Choir Session with Hadassah
Jacob

8:00-10:00PM
Geula Mini Series Part 3:
Writing Workshop
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0U Israel is supported by the Jewish :
Federation of Broward County w Ee_c_l_e_rpflon

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila Rabbi Jeremy Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor
Perlow [Rabbi Yossi Goldin will resume  (Rabbi Goldin resumes Feb. 3)
Jan 27)

12:20 PM
10:15 AM Unlocking the Messages
Rambam: Letters & Introductions of Chazal
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin 5t. Rechavia
9:15AM

Torah Tapestries Parsha Shiur
Mrs. Shira Smiles

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men's Frograms in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi Aschi Dick
Weekly Kollel Boker-Instructors include Rabbi Avi Herzog
Rabbi David Fine

Rabbi lan Shaffer

1:00PM- NE\/1!!

Modiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick
Masamerica Offices, 28 Dam HaMacabbiim St,
3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm

7:30 PM Men’s Safrut in MODIIN Rabbi Phil Schajer

7:30 PM Men's Safrut in BEIT SHEMESH Rabbi Elie Levi




This Week’s Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH

IN RECHAVIA
@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

9:15AM
Holy Poetry
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

10:20 AM

Contemporary Issues in
Halacha and Hashkafa
Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:25 AM

Mussar and Self Improvement:

A study of Rav Kook's sefer
Midot HaRayah

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

12:30 PM

Jews in the Middle Ages:
External Threats and Internal
Developments

Dr. Deborah Polster

SPECIAL EVENT:
7:00-9:30PM

Yerushalayim Bat Mitzvah
Chessed Event

'HURSDAY
JAN 22

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH

IN ARNONA
@ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon,
11 Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

9:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM
Parashat Hashavua
Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:25 AM
Trailblazing the Text of Tanach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

8:00 PM

Halachic Controversies- (the Bais|
Rabbi Aschi Dick @ Bet Knesset
Ohel Yitzchak, Keren Hayesod Street

BET KNESSET OHEL YITZCHAK
@ Keren Hayesod Street

8:00 PM
Halachic Controversies
[the Bais) Rabbi Aschi Dick

SPECIAL EVENT:

7:00-9:30 PM

Beit Shemesh Bat Mitzvah
Chessed Event
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Fosh HODESH/HevaT

Women's Seminar in Beit Shemesh

Mitzvot HaTeluyot BaAretz: From Soil to Soul

oL

fLe? L

b ] ke - { e i
BASYA TEITELBAUM NILI TURETSKY SEPHA KIRSHBLUM SHOSHAN RAIZ
Bvoachem El HaAretz: Rooted in the Land, Yosef's Final Request A Hands-On Journey
Shewvat, Growth, and the Reaching Toward Planting Seeds of Eternal into Terurnot and
Sanctification of the Ordinary Ht—'..'|1’:‘|;1|‘.|if).'1 Love for Eretz Yisrael Maasarot

Monday, Jan 19 Beit Midrash Torani Leumi 50 NIS,
' 815 am - 100 pm 5 Reuven Street Brunch will be served

S Hiusical Halle! by
\'u-:h-wad Shull and Yocheved Kornfeld,
musical accompaniment by Miri Miller

Register at: ouisrael.org/events/shevat?02585

Events taking | the wee

arourld |srae

Mother-Daughter Mini-Shiur Kahoot Tu B'Shvat
Chavruta Learning Competition Art Project

Beit Shemesh (Carlebach) -Sunday Jan 18
Givot Eden - I:Mq]kirul Bu||r;|ing] Mondqv Jan 19
Pardes Chana (Klal Yisrasl) -Monday Jan 19
Efrat (Makom Litzmoach) - Monday Jan 19
Y.!ulllﬁlﬂ"lll’l {Wc}man*s Hub] = Monduy Jan 1%
Rameot (Ramatayim Tzofim) - Manday Jan 19
Chashmonaim [Rimon S|'||_||:] —'|'ul£|s=:|11:,r Jan 20

Carme Hanadaiv - (0110 (1Tvim] - Wednesday Jan 22
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Women's Seminar in Yerushalayim

4 £ U i" bI
IEMIRA mmm SHOSHAN RAIZ MICHOEL WEICHBROD RABBI MOSHE LICHTMAN

Director, OU lsrael Women's Division Mochan Torah VHooretz Founder, Hornebaound 10 Eretz Yisroel Author, Transkolon-

3 i ) ¥ n Eirry HoBomim: Semeicha
Words of Introduction ~ Hands-On Terumot Our 2000 Year Joumey o o sacred Frults
and Maasarot Back Home

Menday, Jan. 19 HaMerchav HaChevrati 50NIS
215 am - 1:00 pm 161 Yaffo (lightrail- HaTurim) Brunch will be served

Register at: ouisraelorg/events/shevat2026

ROOTED TO NURTURE:

Strong roots. Meaningful growth.
Mrs. Raquel Kirszenbaum

MACRAME WORKSHOP
Make a Macrame Hanging Planter

Register
30 NIS | Register at
www.ouisrael.org/events/nextgen-tubshvat2026
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WRITE YOUR WAY TO GEUIA:

PERSONAL CONNECTION THROUGH THE WRITTEN WORD

Find release from what holds you back
and make space for Geula with Batya Ruddell,
author, narrative therapist, and creative

writing teacher.

No prior writing experience necessary.

OU Israel Women's Hub- Radak 2

. ouisrael.org/events/mini-seriesgeula

30 NIS é

——rei

“Turning Despair ,
into Hope” oS

www.yeshezra.org
. Director: Menachem Persoff

e

AT gy

THIS WEEK: Financial assistance
for a client just diagnosed
with cancer of the pancreas.
Please help to sustain the family.

Website: www.yeshezra.org
Bank Transfer: Mercantile (17),
Branch 642, A/C 79747843

(Call Sara with ID for tax break)
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem

Credit Card:

Sara —058-530-9161 / 077-820-0196
(Sun-Wed 10:30 - 14.00)

Donate with: JGive &

*Tax benefit available for donations according
to section 46a of the Israeli tax code

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff

050-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com

Tora
S
CYRIL SIMKINS
Thank you so much for being

our loyal, consistent and persistent

TT distributor throughout the years.
In peacetime and at war, rain or shine,
you make sure that we receive our TTs.
We appreciate it so much! Wishing you
and yours good health and happiness.

From the TT readers of Kibbutzim Saad & Alumim

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15-4pm
) Wednesdays 12-3pm
no experience needed
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SHIUR SPONSORS

To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney 054-281-4604 or donate online:
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

SHIRA SMILES SHIUR - TUE. JAN. 20™
Dedicated by Meryl Goldwag in memory of her father
Chaskel ben Meir z’l whose 27" yahrzeit is on Law "

RABBI MANNING'S WED. SHIUR

Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 1'7'v'7

SHIRA SMILES SHIUR - TUE. JAN. 20™
Dedicated by Sarah Dahan as an aliya neshama on
her mother's and sister’s yahrzeits
which are on L2W "N &' respectively

Dedicated anonymously I'iluy neshmat
every neshama from Adam until today

SHIRA SMILES'SHIUR

Dedicated for the year in memory of
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”1 by Robyn Pocker
THE WED. MORNING BEIT MIDRASH
PROGRAM IN RECHAVIA

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year I'ilui nishmat:

and Mordechai ben Moshe z’l and Reizel bat Yosef
Meir Marcus a"h, zichronam livracha,
parents of Judy & Menachem Marcus

RABBI BREITOWITZ'S TUE. SHIUR
Dedicated anonymously for the
refuah shleima of Evelina bat Galina

RABBIADLER’S WED. SHIUR

in memory of their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Fristz’l-'71 ;p'7v ma xnro vawr'7x

RABBIBREITOWITZ'S SHIUR - TUE. JAN. 13™

Daniel ben David z’l and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a”h,

Sponsored for the 2025 academic year by the Frist family

707 IN'77 |2 X711 2"V RrTha nanM

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S WED. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 17:u7
7T AN7W Q210 DWI A"V DNNAN N1 DN

RABBITAUB'S WEEKLY THUR.

PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR
Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

RABBIARI KAHN'S SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year by

Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter for the refuah shleimah
of their granddaughter Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN TUE. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families in memory of
Mel & Sylvia David z"|
'7°T,0727 X201 VXN DNNAX 2 '7Tan bNan
'7°T,'7TIN DINEAY AN N2 DN DAY

RABBIYOSSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR
Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz
RABBI ASCHI DICK’S MODIIN SHIURIM

FORTHE ACADEMICYEAR
Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger in loving
memory of their parents Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger

and Herbert& Leonore Shulman, zichronam livracha

Get the Best of Both Worlds

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

cat 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il - www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA
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TEAM AVRAHAM

IN MEMORY OF AVRAHAM LIFSHUTZ Z"'L

IN SUPPORT OF
UNITED HATZALAH

SIGN UP HERE IChgatg:H

ISRAELRESCUE.ORG/TEAM-AVRAHAM-2026/

CAPITIL
EXCEPTIONAL HOMES FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM

Spacious Home in Old
Katamon - Future TAMA
Kovshei Katamon st
103 sqm/128 post TAMA
12 sgm sukkah balc. post TAMA
5 rooms
First floor
Lots of natural light

5,350,000 NIS

1-Br in Ramat Baka w/Huge ||} ‘ Spacious Home Right by
Sukkah Terrace b b )" oA Gan HaPa’amon
Walter Abales St . - o [ Tsvi Graetz St
60 sgqm/30 sgqm sukkah terrace § P B e 170 sgm
2 rooms | K Fi o " 4.5 rooms
Parking & storage = . q o Parking
Central A/C & underfloor heat : — N o - 2 balconies
Fully accessible ‘ Beautiful view

% e
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BADERECH

RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

Continue!

The “Kedushas Tzion” of Bobov, Rebbe
Ben Tzion Halberstam, was one of the most
influential and respected Chasidic leaders of
pre-war Poland. Respected for his brilliance
and leadership, the Rebbe was a prolific baal
menagein, musical composer, and a great oheiv
Yisrael, embodying the highest expression of
mesirus nefesh, self sacrifice.

In the early 20th Century, years before the
chaos of WWII and the horrors of the Holo-
caust, a wealthy and generous businessman
travelling through Europe named Reb Yisrael
Koenigsberg, arrived in Bobov. He had heard
so much about the wise and inspiring tzadik,
and arranged a meeting with the great Kedu-
shas Tzion.

In those days, men of stature were accus-
tomed to walking with a decorative cane. Reb
Yisrael carried one with a silver handle, just
like the Rebbe’s. Before parting, Reb Yisrael
asked, “Let us exchange canes. I will take the
Rebbe’s, and the Rebbe should take mine.”

SEAVIEW ISRAEL EORVALELY.O.URSRR
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Smiling, the Kedushas Tzion agreed. This
interaction made an impression on the Rebbe’s
son, Rav Shlomo, and later he would reminisce
about the generous visitor Reb Yisrael swap-
ping canes with his father.

Reb Yisrael later traveled to Eretz Yisrael. On
the way to Meron to daven by Rebbe Shimon
Bar Yochai, Reb Yisrael’s wagon overturned
on a badly damaged road. Taking this as a per-
sonal responsibility, he repaired the road for
future travelers. It became known as “Derech
Yisrael”, adding to his wonderful reputation
as a generous and open-hearted Jew.

For years, the Kedushas Tzion discouraged
his followers from leaving Poland for lands
he feared would be spiritual deserts. When
World War II broke out and bombs began
to fall, in the face of deportation and often
certain death, the Rebbe was offered escape
abroad, and refused: “How can I leave a place
from which I can still assist others?” When the
Nazis entered the city in Menachem Av /July
1941, the Kedushas Zion asked quietly, “Can
one really hide from the chevlei Moshiach, the
suffering of the birth pangs of the Messiah?”

That month, the Ukrainian militia and local
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‘civilians’ launched a pogrom against the Jews
of Levov (Lemberg). The Kedushas Tzion was
forced out of hiding and taken to a larger
round up of Jews in the street. An eyewitness
account was given by Naftoli Eherenberg in his
book, Eilah Azkerah: “I saw from his window
how the Rebbe, dressed in his Shabbos cloth-
ing, was ruthlessly attacked by the soldiers.
The cruel Ukrainians beat him on his head
with their rifle-butts and his yarmulke fell to
the ground. From time to time the Rebbe bent
over and stooped to pick it up, and they beat
him even more.”

Besides the Rebbe, most of his family and
tens of thousands of Bobover chassidim were
murdered in the churban of Europe. The Reb-
be’s son, Reb Shlomo, lost his wife and two
children. Miraculously, having survived with
his son, Naftali, Reb Shlomo made his way to
London, and then crossed an imposing sea to
the United States. He arrived on Ta’anis Esther,
1946, afraid and uncertain. He had been raised
from childhood on the belief that America
was a desert of spiritual danger, where even
the stones were treif. He doubted whether
anything could be rebuilt from the ashes of
Jewry and Yiddishkeit in this atmosphere of
impurity.

When Reb Shloime disembarked, a small
group of surviving Bobover chassidim and
refugees came to greet him. Among them
stood Yitzchak Koenigsberg, holding a familiar
walking stick, the cane the Kedushas Tzion
had once given to his father, Reb Yisrael. He
approached the Rebbe and said softly, in Yid-
dish: Du hut ir dem taten’s shtok, “Here is your
father’s cane.”

Trembling with emotion, the Rebbe
exclaimed, “My martyred father has sent his
cane ahead to America to greet me!” It was a
clear siman: a sign that the chain had not been

broken, that rebuilding was possible, that a new
generation of ehrliche Yidden would yet rise on
distant soil. Filled with faith and hope for the
future, he gave himself to rebuilding the glory
of Bobov, raising up generations of Yidden who
continue to carry the glory of Torah forward.

Moshe Rabbeinu stands before Pharaoh
with a simple mateh, a staff through which
comes simanim and miracles that crack open
a dangerous, impure empire. This mateh
becomes a serpent, strikes the waters, carries
within it the potential for redemption, and
finally becomes the conduit for splitting an
imposing sea. Again and again, the Torah
emphasizes: “Take the staff... stretch out
your hand...” The salvation does not descend
abstractly from Heaven; it is funneled through
a physical object, a wooden stick, held, lifted
and carried forward by Moshe Rabbeinu.
As a shepherd uses a staff to lovingly corral
his flock, the Raya Mehemna, Moshe the
Faithful Shepherd, guided his nation toward
redemption.

Maharal explains that physical objects can
embody spiritual lights when they are bound
to a Divine task. They become vehicles of
purpose and a brighter future — not mere
relics of the past. Rav Kook carries this insight
further. When objects bound to Divine purpose
become vessels of spiritual form, kedushah set-
tles into material reality. This is especially true
of objects connected to the life and destiny of
a holy community or to the Nation as a whole.

Chassidic masters describe such objects as
extensions of a tzaddik’s avodah, conduits
through which their mission—to rebuild after
losses, to infuse this physical world with kedu-
shah, and to continue walking toward redemp-
tion—passes from generation to generation.
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Pirkei D’Rebbi Eliezer (Ch. 40) teaches that
Moshe’s staff was created on the bein ha-shem-
ashos of the first Erev Shabbos. It was passed
from hand to hand from Adam to Chanoch, to
Noach, Shem, Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, and
to Yosef. It later fell into Pharaoh’s possession,
but was removed from his palace by Yisro.
Ultimately, Moshe Rabbeinu inherited it when
he proved himself worthy.

Similarly, a mateh, a rebbishe cane
exchanged in mutual admiration, was car-
ried across continents, preserved through
catastrophes, and returned at the moment
of greatest need. Handed from father to son
and through destruction to rebuilding, when
Rav Shlomo held it upon arriving in America,
it was as if the glory of the Torah itself was
placing something in his hand, telling him:
You are not alone. Continue!

Like Moshe’s staff, it was not the object itself
that mattered, but what it carried and what
came through it: memory, the inheritance of
sacred mission, trustful continuity, and the
accompaniment of Divine presence baderech,
along the path to redemption.

Dedicated to the memory of Itamar ben
Yisachar Dov haKohen Koenigsberg z’], and
in honor of the beautiful family he raised in
Eretz Yisrael. m
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Broken Boundaries,
Bonds of Hate

All the makkot were dramatic disclosures
of the power of HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Ten
relentless blows bent a mighty empire to its
knees and shattered the resolve of a stubborn,
unyielding tyrant. By the time makat bechorot
tore through Egypt—turning its cities into rivers
of death—the Egyptians were pleading with
Pharaoh to release the Jews. Pharaoh himself
raced through the silent, stricken streets of
Mitzrayim, frantic to find Moshe and Aharon
and hasten the departure of the slaves he had
once guarded so jealously. It was a display of
divine presence that unraveled nature, empire,
and the inner certainty of a ruler who believed
power could not be taken from him.

Of the ten makkot, some were thunderous
and overt, others quieter and more elusive.
Barad and tzefardeia were loud and unmis-
takable; dever, by contrast, was a silent killer.
Dam was dramatic because it came first, while
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arbeh felt almost anticlimactic after the crash-
ing hailstorms of barad.

Yet perhaps the most frightening of all the
plagues—at least until midnight would strike
and the firstborn would be torn from their
homes—was the onslaught of wild beasts.
They came from everywhere: fields, jungles,
and deserts. They entered homes and attacked
Egyptians in their beds. Arov left no escape—
inside the house or outside it. Fear spread in
a way Egypt had never known.

The first three makkot could be managed.
When the Nile turned to blood, alternate water
sources were dug. Tzefardeia was repulsive and
disruptive—perhaps even lethal if it included
dangerous predators—but it could still be
contained. The arov avalanche of wild beasts,
attacking from every direction, could not. For
the first time, Pharaoh himself summons Moshe
and offers partial liberation. He did not under-
stand what had struck him—and something in
his inner world never fully recovered.

Yet intriguingly, the plague is called arov, not
chayot. The Torah chooses a word that means
mixture rather than the more natural term for
wild animals. Why was this dramatic assault
described as a mixture instead of simply an
attack of beasts?

A MIX OF TERROR
The Midrash explains that the name arov



captures the unnatural character of the
onslaught. Wild animals normally hunt alone
or within narrow groupings. Each species
has its own territory, its own rhythms and
schedule, and its own prey. Even when ani-
mals hunt in packs or prides, they do not hunt
alongside other species. Nature maintains clear
boundaries.

During the nightmare of arov, those bound-
aries collapsed. Snakes and lions, wolves,
leopards, and bears surged together in a single
assault. According to some midrashim, even
domesticated animals turned on their masters
and joined the attack. This was not predation as
the natural world knows it, but a coordinated
blitzkrieg of disparate forces that should never
have converged.

The terror lay not only in the violence, but
in the collapse of order. Arov was frightening
because it was a mixture—a convergence of
dangers Egypt had never faced. The name does
not merely describe the attackers; it signals the
unraveling of the natural patterns that once
contained fear.

CREATION UNRAVELED

When human beings betray basic moral
responsibility, nature itself becomes unstable
and the boundaries set at ma’aseh bereishit
begin to give way. The world was fashioned to
sustain human life and to allow humanity to
find God and live before Hashem. When that
mission is violated, the limits that make human
life possible begin to collapse.

This pattern—moral collapse triggering the
breakdown of creation—had appeared before.
Eight hundred years earlier, an entire gener-
ation descended into moral chaos. During the
mabul, the boundaries Hashem set at creation
fell apart. The upper waters, once held apart
from the world below, poured down upon the
earth. Dry land, separated from the seas on the
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third day of creation, disappeared beneath the
flood. Moral collapse did not remain moral; it
reshaped the physical world and suspended
the terms of ma’aseh bereishit.

This is exactly what happened during arov.
For human life to endure, boundaries must
exist—between jungle and city, between
wilderness and home. Hashem placed fear of
human beings within animal instinct. Kayin
was granted this human imprint to protect
himself from beasts, and Hashem later insti-
tutionalized it for all humanity in His covenant
with Noach. Over time, human beings learned
how to build cities, to create protected spaces,
and to hold the wild at bay.

By enslaving millions, the Egyptians shattered
a basic moral law woven into creation: that
free human beings, endowed with the image
of Hashem, are not meant to be degraded and
treated like animals. When they violated that
code, they ruptured the system itself. Once the
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system broke, its boundaries collapsed. The
line between jungle and city vanished. The
distinction between domesticated animals
living alongside humans and predatory beasts
dissolved. Even the internal boundaries of the
wild—separating species from one another—
fell away.

Nature turned into an all-against-all frenzy.
Wild animals surged everywhere, bedrooms
became forests, and the ordered streets of
Egypt were transformed into teeming, dys-
topian jungles. The word arov captures this
breakdown—the mixing across boundaries,
the collapse of limits, both human-made and
God-given. What Egypt unleashed through
moral cruelty returned as disorder in the nat-
ural world, mirroring the chaos it had imposed
upon humanity.

THE BOND OF HATRED

Yet beyond this moral lesson of collapsing
boundaries, arov carried a second message
embedded in the mixture itself. Wild creatures
do not merely hunt separately; they are often
natural rivals, competing for the same territory
or the same prey. When one animal intrudes
into the domain of another, the encounter
usually ends in violence.

Here, those rivalries vanished. Predators
that would normally clash acted in concert.
That unity among enemies was both ironic
and punitive—a distorted harmony born not
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of peace, but of shared aggression.

The Egyptians united in their hatred across
many different lines in order to persecute us.
The Midrash describes a summit convened to
address the “Jewish problem”—the population
surge and the fear it provoked. That gathering
included Pharaoh, Bilam, Iyov, and Yitro. It was
an awkward coalition with little in common.
Midyan and Egypt were natural rivals, and
Iyov’s presence in Egypt remains puzzling.

Of course, the Midrash need not be read
as a historical record. It may be a metaphor,
describing a reality in which forces that share
no natural alliance—and no shared interests—
nevertheless converge. These disparate groups
were united by a single element: hatred.

HATRED ACROSS GENERATIONS

Jewish history repeatedly confirms this
pattern. Hatred is a powerful unifier. When it
is directed at the people of Hashem—and, by
extension, at the presence of Hashem in this
world—it can bind together sworn enemies.
What cannot be achieved through shared
values or shared interests is often achieved
through shared animosity.

Jewish history unfolds in cycles, and cer-
tain patterns of antisemitism recur with
unsettling consistency. Across generations,
religious and ideological factions with little
shared ground have united in their hatred of
our people. Sunnis and Shiites have warred
for centuries, yet they converge—violently or
rhetorically—in opposing Jewish presence in
the land of Hashem. In the past century, fascists,
communists, and global capitalists despised one
another and fought bloody battles for Europe’s
future, yet they shared a common enemy: the
people of Hashem. As history advances, it curi-
ously remains the same.

What are we to make of Islamic fundamen-
talists shouting at protests against the Jewish



state alongside hyper-liberals? What are we
to make of white supremacists and hard-left
wokists—sworn enemies—joining voices in
hostility toward Jews? What are we to make
of members of the LGBTQ community protest-
ing Israel’s existence shoulder to shoulder with
murderers who would kill them if they set foot
in their countries of origin? We have seen this
scene before. It is not new.

Hashem sent the plague of arov to Egypt to
expose the madness of hatred—and the mad-
ness of antisemitism. The Egyptians hated us
so intensely that they were willing to ally with
their sworn enemies. They did then, and others
do now. Hashem punished those who assaulted
us with a mixed assault of His own, and He
continues to respond measure for measure—to
demonstrate the folly and self-destruction of
using hatred as a unifying force. m
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From Promise to Prayer

YECHEZKEL 28:25-29:21
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When I gather in the house of Israel from
the peoples among whom they have been
scattered, and I have been sanctified through
them in the eyes of the nations, then shall they
dwell on their land that I gave to My servant,
to Jacob.

One cannot read the opening pasuk of
the Haftarah without hearing its echo in the
Shemoneh Esrei. “When I gather the House of
Israel from among the nations...” becomes, in
our daily prayer, “Gather us together from the
four corners of the earth.” Yechezkel speaks in
the language of promise; the Amidah answers
in the language of longing. What the Navi
describes as Hashem’s future act, we artic-
ulate as a daily request. Both frame kibbutz
galuyot not as private consolation, but as public

recognition — something meant to be seen.

Yechezkel then clarifies what that gather-
ing entails. He does not speak of return, but
of gathering —>¥2 — a word that assumes
fragmentation and patience. Gathering is not
a single moment but a process, drawing scat-
tered pieces toward one another over time.
Nor were the people merely displaced. They
were 1¥9) — scattered outward, dispersed into
other cultures and histories, at risk of losing
cohesion altogether.

The verse culminates not in survival, but in
sanctification. D1 °»YTpPN. Rashi explains that
Hashem’s name is sanctified when the nations
see that Israel’s story did not end in exile. The
Malbim sharpens the point: sanctification
does not wait until the gathering is complete;
it unfolds through the gathering itself. The pro-
cess becomes the revelation and recognition of
Hashem’s name.

To pray these words today, in a world where
the scattered are quite literally being
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gathered, is to sense how closely
prophecy and prayer can stand
beside one another. In Yechezkel’s
vision, holiness emerges not only
through miracles that suspend
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nature, but through history that
refuses to erase a people. A people
drawn together. A promise unfolding.
A revelation of Hashem in full view
of the world. m
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Clinging to God with
Our Feet on the Ground

RAV KOOK ON DEVEKUT
In the opening teachings of Midot HaRa’ayah
on the topic of devekut - clinging to God - Rav

Kook presents a profound and practical frame-

work for fulfilling the Torah’s

command: “And to Him shall you

cleave” (Devarim 13:5).

Rav Kook writes:

1. The divine philosophy
(Kabbalah) teaches us the
attributes of God—the divine
sefirot—so that we may link
ourselves to the attributes of
the Holy One, blessed be He.

2. We must study God’s names,
His attributes, and the sefirot
so that we understand that it is incum-
bent upon us to cleave to God’s attributes;
that we are capable of cleaving to them;
and that we cannot cleave to God in His
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awesome transcendence.
(Midot HaRa’ayah, Devekut, §§1-2)
The Torah commands every Jew to cling
to God—but how is this possible? Rav Kook

= answers that devekut is achieved

not through metaphysical ascent
but through moral and spiritual
imitation.

We study God’s ways in order to
embody them in our own lives.
The sefirot and midot—such as
chesed (kindness), gevurah (moral
strength), and hod (majesty and
beauty)—are not abstract con-
cepts; they are character traits
meant to be integrated into one’s
personality. Through ethical conduct, kindness
toward others, and the cultivation of beauty
and dignity in the world, a person ascends
spiritually and bonds with the Creator.

WALKING IN GOD’S WAYS

This idea is articulated explicitly in the
Talmud:

“What does it mean, ‘You shall walk after the
Lord your God’ (Devarim 13:5)? Is it possible
for a human being to walk after the Divine
Presence, of whom it is written, ‘For the Lord
your God is a consuming fire’ (Devarim 4:24)?

Rather, it means to imitate His ways: Just as
He clothed the naked (Bereishit 3:21), so too



should you clothe the naked; just as He visited
the sick (Bereishit 18:1), so too should you
visit the sick; just as He comforted Yitzchak
after Avraham’s death (Bereishit 25:11), so
too should you comfort mourners; just as He
buried Moshe (Devarim 34:6), so too should
you care for the dignity of the dead.” (Sotah
14a)

Our conception of God is thus translated into
a code of human behavior.

RABBI SOLOVEITCHIK: IMITATIO DEI
AS A FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik emphasized
that imitatio Dei—emulating God—is a
foundational principle of Jewish life. Rabbi
Hershel Schachter, in Nefesh HaRav, records
teachings in which the Rav urged students to
look beyond the list of divine attributes enu-
merated by the Sages and to identify additional
dimensions of God’s ways that demand imi-
tation (pp. 49-71).

Strikingly, the first attribute the Torah
reveals about God is His capacity to create.
The Torah opens not with commandments,
but with the story of Creation.

The Rav asked: Why devote an entire chap-
ter to a narrative that is enigmatic, incomplete,
and shrouded in mystery?

His answer was profound: Creation is meant
to be a moral challenge. Just as God creates,
S0 too must man create.

As the Rav expressed it beautifully:

“Man, like God, is often confronted with tohu
va-vohu, utter chaos. He doubts his ability to
say yehi or—et there be light.” Yet man is com-
manded, by the principle of imitatio Dei, to
create, to become a partner (shutaf) in yetzirah,
fashioning form out of chaos.” (Reflections of
the Rav, p. 26)

RAV KOOK AND THE ACT OF PLANTING

Rav Kook similarly understood Creation as

a paradigm for walking in God’s ways. Rabbi
Ze’ev Gold recounts a powerful episode:

While accompanying Rav Kook to Mag-
diel in the Sharon region for a tree-planting
ceremony, Rabbi Gold observed something
remarkable. As Rav Kook received a sapling,
his face radiated with intensity and his body
trembled with emotion. He knelt down, dug
into the soil with his bare hands, and planted
the tree with reverence, murmuring gratitude
to God for the privilege.

On the return journey, Rabbi Gold asked
why Rav Kook was so moved, given that hun-
dreds of trees were planted daily in the Land
of Israel.

Rav Kook replied:

“When I held that sapling, I recalled the
teaching of the Sages: At the beginning of Cre-
ation, the Holy One engaged in planting—God
planted a garden in Eden’ (Bereishit 2:8). Like-
wise, when you enter the Land, you must first
engage in planting (Vayikra 19:23).

At that moment, I felt as though I were cling-
ing to the Shechinah.” (Vayikra Rabbah 25:3;
Mo’adei HaRe’iyah, pp. 222-223)

PRAYER AND ACTION

Rabbi Soloveitchik applied this principle to
prayer itself. Each morning we recite blessings
for sight, mobility, clothing, and sustenance.
God does not require our praise; rather, these
blessings sensitize us to the needs of others.

f THE APPLI&E ’-?
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SHLOMO ROSHGADOL
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They call upon us to ensure that those who
lack these necessities are cared for—by us.

In a similar vein, Rav Kook explains why
the Amidah is recited silently, yet with moving
lips. Silence reflects inward contemplation
and humility before God. The movement of
the lips symbolizes action. Meditation alone
is insufficient; spiritual closeness must be
actualized through concrete deeds (Ain Ayah,
Berakhot 5:20).

THE CHAFETZ CHAIM:
EIGHT EXPRESSIONS OF IMITATION

The Chafetz Chaim opens Ahavat Chesed by
noting that the Torah commands us to emu-
late God eight times. The number eight often
represents transcendence beyond the natural
order—such as the eighth day of circumcision
or the eight garments of the Kohen Gadol.

Through acts of kindness and the cultiva-
tion of divine midot, a person rises above the
limitations of the natural world and touches
a higher, sanctified realm.

The Chafetz Chaim adds that this principle
pervades the entire Torah. A quintessential
example is:

“You shall be holy, for I, the Lord your God,
am holy” (Vayikra 19:2).

The Ohr HaChaim explains that kedoshim
tihyu is written in a future, ongoing tense:
“You shall become holy.” Holiness is not a
static achievement but a lifelong process. Just

as God’s holiness is limitless, so too must our
striving for sanctity have no upper bound.
LIFE LESSONS

Rabbi Chaim Friedlander summarizes this
lofty ideal with practical wisdom (Sifsei Chaim,
vol. 1, p. 205):
»  Supporting another person emotionally
*  Greeting others with warmth and kindnes
*  Thoughtfully seeking ways to benefit

others

These seemingly small acts constitute walk-
ing in God’s ways—and through them, we
achieve genuine closeness and devekut with
Him.m

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org ata special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.
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condition naturally
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AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did
an amagzing job!

satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be

100% thrilled.

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we'll match it.

b DEsi ERs
AND ARCHITECTS

Send your plans for
free design today.

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282 =

or email us at info@tzviair.com I

"™ INTEGRITY 2=
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GARDEN COTTAGE FOR SALE IN KATAMON
RENOVATED GARDEN DUPLEX, 122 SQM, 4.5
BDRMS, 3 BATHS, PRIVATE GARDEN, PARKING,
ELEVATOR, MAMAD, ASKING PRICE: NIS 7,870,000

4-ROOM APT FOR SALE IN OLD KATAMON
3 BDRM APT ON HAGDUD HAIVRI/PALMACH ST, 2.5
BATHS, 2ND FL., LARGE COMMON ROOF FOR
SUKKAH, VIEW OVER SOUTH JERUSALEM

ASKING PRICE: NIS 3,900,000

SPACIOUS 2 BDRM APT IN ARNONA
RENOVATED 97 SQM, HUGE KITCHEN AND SALON,
VIEW TO JORDAN, SHABBAT ELEVATOR, MAMAD,
PARKING, MAHSAN, ASKING PRICE: NIS 4,400,000

2-RMS IN NEW BUILDING ON AGRIPAS ST
61 SQM, MODERN, SHABBAT ELEVATOR, BALCONY,
A/C, UNDERFLOOR HEATING, SAFE ROOM, CLOSE
TO LIGHT RAIL, ASKING PRICE: NIS 3,100,000

4-ROOM APT IN KATAMONIM

74 SQM, GOOD CONDITION, 1ST FL, ON THE PARK,
FUTURE POTENTIAL FOR URBAN RENEWAL, GREAT
INVESTMENT! ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,525,000

ILANANELSON ~ 054.5341403
www.integrityrealestate.co.il

Michelle Eisner
Recreation Therapy
Programming for Seniors

Individualized Therapy
That Enriches Life

One Session at a Time

Keep your loved one active, engaged,
and thriving in their golden years with
personalized recreation therapy
sessions designed to bring joy, purpose,
and connection.

¢ Cognitive & memory activities
to boost focus

¢ Meaningful recreation for \CU/R
engagement and enjoyment o« &

¢ Emotional support to build
confidence and well-being

Contact for consult

052.7452975

www.rectherapyisrael.com
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HE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
wemd| |SRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

JERUSALEM

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM

GERMAN COLONY, GRETZ ST.
Exceptionally spacious 4-room, 157 sqm on a
single level - originally 2 apartments! Beautiful
balcony, elegant parquet flooring, full glass
facade overlooking stunning open views,
custom built-in cabinetry and carpentry,
serving both functional and design purposes.
Just steps from Emek Refaim, the Orient Hotel,
the First Station complex, and more. Exclusive!
‘Haim 055-4574163 | Anita 055- 4549429

IN QUIET KIRYAT SHMUEL, HATAYASIM ST.
5-rooms, nicely renovated, small building,
new MAMAD, balcony, private parking, A/C.

Heatlng & more. Excluswe| Moshe 055-4549428

IN THE HEART OF YEMIN MOSHE
Rare & unique, 2.5 room apartment, authentic
building, arched windows, convenient &
efficient design, near green parks, synagogues,
the Cinematheque, the Khan Theatre, the
Old City, The 1* Station & Mamilla shopping
& entertainment centers, major luxury hotels
& more. Exclusive! Gallla 055-4549431

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

_SUNDAYS

. Weekly Webinar
I 9 pm Israel/2 pm EDT

(9.

TIPS FOR OLIM pa\fé\May

28 minutes of tachlis

Register: olimpaveway.com/all-events

6 O (0 @olimpaveway

& Beer Tzipomh ay - u.j
' Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength toso .
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having

the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

20 5’09 1IN
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Coming Soon — A rare opportunity!

A boutique new building will be

ready in just one year, offering a

limited selection of 2-3 bedroom apartments
priced at 3.2-3.85,000 NIS.

o Shabbat elevator
o Full sukkah balcony
e Optional parking & storage

There is also an option for an exceptional full-
floor penthouse: 130 sgm + 50 sqm of
terraces with open Jerusalem views.

Also available -Derech Beit Lechem

93 sqm e 3.5 rooms, e Balcony
® Shabbat elevator
Priced at 3,490,000 NIS

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

FOLDING CHAIR

* STYLE & COMFORT g

* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS
« STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS ™

* FAST DELIVERY _
ff._

J

P

€ OLDEES

B —
GabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

Brand-New Project Beit Shemesh
Move-in ready! 110 sgm apariment with 3 bedrooms, 2.5
baths. Upgraded finishing with the most spectacular view
of the nature preserve. 20 SQM Terrace with a partial
Sukkah portion, parking & storage, fantastic area in BS!

Off-Market Deal! Incredible 180 SQM with private
entrance, private parking. and huge 130 SQM garden!
For more info contact us!

Just Listed! 58 sqm garden apartment in an arab-style
building, 3-rooms, ground floor, excellent condition for
under 3m NIS! Contact for mare infa!

Singed for urban renewal, by the same builders as Park 8
& Hamesilah on the border of Emek Refaim, buyers will
get a brand-new, 93 SQM 3-bedroom apartment with a
safie room, big balcony, parking, and storage roomin a
high-spec building! Contact For Info!

Nordau Blvd, Tel Aviv
New Project - less than 500m from the Beach! 2-3 bedroom
units. Penthouse with rooftop pool. Boutique building in a

prime location! Starting at: 4,370,000 NIS

Amazing Listing! 98.5 SQM renovated apartment in a
fully accessible building. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, a private
balcony, a safe room, and 2 parking spots! Contact for infol
JUST LISTED! Duplex penthouse in the heart of Zayit,
minutes from the Zayit Mall. 5 Bedrooms, 2 baths, 3 balconies
storage, and beautiful views. Asking NIS 3,180,000
JUST LISTED! Beautiful cottage, 274sqm, 6 bedrooms, 4

baths, denfplay area, a room behind the kitchen, laundry
room, and a large garden. Contact us for more infol
Beit Habchira, Tamar, Efrat
Amazing Cottage! Gorgeous, renovated duplex with
private enlrance. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, succah balcony,

2 parking spots and storage. Contact for pricing!

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181

'l
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RAV DANIEL MANN

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE

Collecting Money for a
Specific Medical Cause

W NYH
577 0XYT HRTIY DNIAN )2 DION HRY

Question: Sometimes, when I hear about
someone who needs expensive surgery or the
like, I raise money for him directly from my
contacts. What would I do with the money if,
after collecting it, the person dies or the great
expense ends up not being necessary?

Answer: A mishna (Shekalim 2:5) says that
if money is raised to support a poor person or
ransom a captive, any leftover money after the
needs were taken care of goes to the person
for whom the money was raised. There are
multiple opinions of what to do with money
remaining from what was raised for a funeral
—to the inheritors; left untouched; to create a
commemoration. The Yerushalmi (ad loc.)
brings a machloket regarding money that was
raised but turned out was not needed.

Among Rishonim, the Beit Yosef (Yoreh Deah
253) cites a machloket between the Rashba
and Rosh regarding unspent money of pidyon
shvuyim. The Rashba (Shut IV:55) says that if
money was raised to ransom someone and he
died before being ransomed, the money goes
to his inheritors, based on the mishna above.
The Rosh (Shut 32:6) addresses a case where
the kidnapped woman decided not to return
to the Jewish community. He ruled that since
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the donors did not intend to donate money for
such an occurrence, the money should return
to them. He distinguishes between his case and
the mishna — the mishna is when the money
was primarily used as planned, in which case,
donors do not seek any returns. In contrast,
if the money turns out to not be needed, it is
returned. The Shulchan Aruch (YD 253:7) cites
both opinions, but prefers the Rosh. The Rama
(ad loc.) and other poskim (see Shut Chatam
Sofer I1:237) also accept the Rosh.

Therefore, the general answer to your ques-
tion is that if the need disappears, the money
should be returned to the donors. However,
cases can differ from each other. The Chevel
Nachalato ((Epstein) I1:37) refers to a case
where the fundraising campaign focused on
the dire financial situation of the family of the
sick woman, so that there was logic to want
the money to go to the family when she died
pre-surgery. He justifies this due to a weaker
assumption that people would want their
money and also due to authority of tzedaka
collectors, as we now explain. A public charity
organization has the right to make decisions to
change the intended recipient from that which
the donors were informed of (Shulchan Aruch,
YD 256:4). Therefore, Rav Epstein encouraged
the charity fund to change the funds from
medical to helping the impoverished family.



Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad.
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

ORTHODOX

[ A Enhancing Jewisir Life

UNION 73

It is not clear if you are fundraising inde-
pendently for the family or funneling funds
to and through an NPO. The latter has some
technical and halachic advantages. First of
all, donors who pass the tax threshold benefit
from significant tax breaks through a quali-
fied NPO. It also shields you from questions
that could arise about how you handled the
money. On the halachic end, we have seen that
public charity gabbaim have the authority to
make decisions about what to do with funds
in cases like you raise. If someone specifically
does not want that but wants the money back
if the need changes, he could indeed use you
with an explicit stipulation, which would work.
On the other hand, some organizations (one
should not generalize) take a percentage of the
contributions earmarked for a person to cover
overhead (which is legitimate), so raising and
giving the money directly to the person in need
can sometimes help him.

If you act independently, you should docu-
ment the sources of the money carefully, for
several reasons. The Rosh (above), while fun-
damentally advocating return to the donors in

cases like these, acknowledges that this is not
always feasible, and suggests using the money
for a project helping the masses or for a need
of the same type. If you have already passed
the money on, you have no responsibility to
try to get it back. However, if you document
at least sizable donations that are still in your
control, you would owe to the people who
trusted you to ask them what to do with the
money that became unused for its intended
purpose.

Having a dispute?

9 For a Din Torah in English
f 1 or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah—Gazit

Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e Fax: (02) 537-9626
Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

A small Sefer Torah with its own
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva
houses or for any other necessary

occasion on a temporary free-loan basis.
If needed call Uri Hirsch: 0545513173

"MIWI 11 10229 W.ewensohn Raz & Co.

[0 'T 271V TWn

Real Estate
Transactions

Estates, Probate,
and Inheritances*

Law Offices & Natary

Tama 38 and Renovation

Moshe Raz,

Construction Projects
Adyv. & Notary

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il
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Learnhow elite IDEleadership
principlestransiate tobusiness
success. InBlue Team Pynamics;
Yaakov Lapinreveals practical
tools for buildingresilient; high=
performing teamsunder,
pressure.

Blue Team Dynamics
Three Proven Leadership Principles Inspired
by IDF Sources for Business and Life

by Yaakov Lappin
ISBN: 9789657864098 | Special Price: B8-S 79 NIS

www.israelbooks.com
6 Hatzvi St. Jerusalem, Israel Tel 02 -538.0247 m@gejgngup_lj_snmg.ggm

Look forus on § x @ | Available at Amazon, Steimatzky, Pomeranz and selected bookstores.

MAXIEBOX YuN nIYaIn

Logistics & storage PREMIUM MOVING
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JERUSALEM'S FUTURE: THE DUET

A modern orthodox community designed around unity, connection, and shared values,

Shul | Gym | Parking | Sterage | Residents’ lounge | Cafe

Exclusive agent
Shmuly Eisenmann:
972 S4-872-0470
shmulyscapifil.com
Lizesws #31YIE05

CAPITIL

WEhL ERTATE AGEIMEY

New this summer:
A Unique Summer Camj

Experience Here In Israe

The true, full summer camp experience here -in Israel!

INDIVIDUALIZED THREE TRACE PROGRAM WHATSAPP:
() +972 58-705-6863
- = o :H T "

EMAIL

info@morashahleyisrael.org

LEARMN MORE ATI

www.morashahleyisrael.org

onn
A

TNy

AN AMAZING, INSPIRING 5PACE o

HAND3-0N FARM EXPERIENCE. FOR KUMZITE AMD ART TO MORASHA

LEARNING PRACTICAL AND EXPLOAE AND EXPRESS TALENTS LEYISRAEL -

GUTBOOR SKLLS, MEANMSFIL B A s
PROJECTS, AND GROWTH. d -

CAMFERS STAY ACTIVE AND
CHALLENGED WITH OROANTED
SPOETS AND FRIENDLY COMPETITION,
FAST-PACED FUN ALL SUMMER LONG
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SHOSHANA JUDELMAN

TORAH TIDBITS CONTRIBUTOR

Va’eira: Warmed by the Fire

This time of year affects me strongly. When
the days are darker and colder, the world feels
even more confusing and chaotic and it pushes
me to search for comfort and warmth on a soul
level.

In the parsha, Am Yisrael is suffering in Galus
Mitzrayim, the paradigm for all Galus, including
ours. By definition, Galus manifests as feelings
of separateness, overwhelm, hopelessness and
despair, G-d forbid.

Geulah is the realm of light, connection and
hope, of feeling like an essential piece of the
puzzle. Being fully seen. And loved.

For Bnei Yisrael in Mitzrayim, Geulah is
just around the corner. Hashem has already
appointed their Redeemer, Moshe Rabbeinu,
at the Burning Bush. And, although there are
more stages of growth to pass through, Redemp-
tion has already begun.

The Seforim HaKedoshim say that the Burn-
ing Bush was an aspect of Ohr HaGanuz, the
transformational light from the beginning of
Creation. The light, Chazal tell us, by which a
person can “see from one end of the world to
the other.” The light of clarity, connection and
healing.

The Torah tells us that the fire in the burning
bush was wx N153, as a blazing fire, and Rashi
uses the term WX Yy 12% to explain. This can be
translated as “the heart of the fire,” but also as
“his heart of fire.”

The Burning Bush essentially represents the
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way that Hashem’s light can burn in our own
hearts.

Ilove the image of Moshe Rabbeinu’s heart
being set ablaze during this interaction with
Hashem. This fire, the Ohr HaGanuz, pene-
trated his heart and enabled him to see Bnei
Yisrael differently, with eyes of compassion and
love. He internalized the fire and it accelerated
his transformation to Moshe Rabbeinu, Eved
Hashem and Goel Yisrael.

There is a spark of Moshe Rabbeinu in every
Jew. Each of us has the potential to burn with
love and dedication to Am Yisrael and to yearn
with fiery passion for attachment to Our Cre-
ator. But how do we stoke the spark into a heart
of fire?

The Zohar tells us that:

?°0) XOIN TN K22 NI IR RYZT NN 222
P2 IRYZT PPR ZY PUNNK ) IR NN

Whenever the Torah is studied by night, a
little thread of Ohr HaGanuz is drawn down
upon those studying.

“Night” is another name for Galus, a time of
insecurity and darkness, and Torah is the light
that guides us through. With our regular eyes it
might look like the world is going off the rails.
But the Ohr HaGanuz that shines through Torah
and the words of the Tzadikim can penetrate
our hearts and strengthen us to expand how
we see the world and ourselves. In the loving
light of the Ohr HaGanuz, we can glimpse the
Infinite and connect ourselves to Eternity.



The awareness of what is possible increases
its potency. If we open our hearts to it.

The Shpoler Zeide, R’ Aryeh Leib of Shpola,
once said that when he was 3 years old, “the
Baal Shem Tov placed his holy hand on my
heart, and from that time onward, I have felt
warm.” (HaYom Yom 14 Teves)

May Hashem bless us to find the Seforim
and teachers that warm our neshomos and
empower us to look with deeper eyes, to seek
the parts of Torah that ignite our hearts, and to
grasp the threads of light that pull us towards
Geulah. m

Shoshana Judelman is passionate about learning
and growing through Chassidus. She gives shiurim
to women in many communities around lIsrael,
including Efrat, Elazar, Raanana and Jerusalem as
well as at Midreshet Rachel V’'Chaya. Shoshana also
guides groups at Yad Vashem and leads journeys to
Poland and other countries around Europe for JRoots.

ISRAELI

WILL SERVIGES

FOR YOUR ISRAELI ASSETS

* HALAKHIC WILLS
* ENDURING POWERS |[=
OF ATTORNEY
* GENERAL WILLS
* PROBATE {

Michael Hayman, Adv.

Perzonal, personable, and professional tailored
service from an Anglo oleh, happy to make home visits

OBLIGATION FREE CONSULTATION

Tel & WhatsApp: 053-722-9212
Email:michael@wills4olim.com
www.wills4olim.com

From Vision To Keys In Hand

We Make Israel Real Estate Simple.

Passionate Service. Exceptional Results.

Latest Projects & Pricing

Haifa Area: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 1.7M NIS
Netanya: 3 bedrooms

Starting From 2.9M NIS

Carmei Gat: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 2.I5M NIS

Ofakim: Custom Homes
140sgqm on 400sqm Lot
Starting From 3.0M NIS

Katamon: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 4.9M NIS
Netanya: 4 bedrooms
Starting From 3.4M NIS

Katamonim: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 3.85M NIS

Bat Yam: Beach/Light Rail

2 Bedrooms
Starting From 2.8M NIS

S

Izzy Leizerowitz

BROKER - OWNER
FEE: 2% + VAT

ﬁnlimited Guidanch

Where To Buy
How To Buy
What To Buy
Buy Or Rent
Money Transfers
Mortgage Issues

(roperty Managemey

IL -+972 52 682-9367
USA (786) 385-8859
info@keteradvisors.com
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VO)Nefesh
WO)2 B'Nefesh

UPCOMING EVENTS

ISRAEL

OLIM COMEDY NIGHT

Made Aliyah? Need a good laugh? Come join us for a hilarious night
of stand-up by Olim, for Olim. Don’t miss this unforgettable night of
comedy, community, and connection!

Wednesday, January 21| The Jerusalem Theater | Rebecca Crown Theater

Ty’ CHALLAH DANCE PARTY

DANCE Nefesh B'Nefesh invites Olot to join the Challah Mom for an
PARTY v inspiring and high energy community-wide Challah Bake
e Bl cvent in Jerusalem!

Thursday, January 22 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

MEET TLV: COMMUNITY FAIR

Get the chance to meet a wide variety of organizations and
communities, make new connections, and discover all the
opportunities waiting for you in Tel Aviv.

Tuesday, January 27 | NBN TLV Center

MEET TEL AVIV

| OVERSEAS - TELL YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY!

NBN ON TOUR

Thinking about making Aliyah this year or simply exploring
m your options? Nefesh B'Nefesh is hitting the road!

Meet our team, get answers, and move forward with your
Aliyah plans with confidence.

ﬁ | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 | ATLANTA
| THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5 | CLEVELAND
| TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10 | LOS ANGELES

IMAP INFO SESSION

Connect with the International Medical Aliyah Program experts, learn
about medical licensure, and get guidance tailored to your goals.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18 | BOCA RATON
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RESILIENCE INITIATIVES
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PE RAT I o N As our courageous and resilient soldiers
N
(=]

continue to defend and protect the State
of Israel, Nefesh B'Nefesh, Friends of the
IDF (FIDF), and Jewish National Fund - USA
are committed to giving back.

We are, once again, offering free flights
to help parents be closer to their Lone
Soldiers in Israel.

The Lone Soldiers Program (LSP)
RESILIENCE CENTER

Comprehensive mental health services & emotional support
for International Lone Soldiers returning to civilian life.

Xaw In partnership with
WA 7N Sheba Medical Center

MILUIM FAMILIES, MILUIMNIKIM,
& THOSE AFFECTED BY OCTOBER 7TH

Programming designed to support and create
community for soldiers and their families
affected by October 7th and its aftermath.
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Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

When Silence Feels Scary:
Helping Singles Relax on a First Date

W N»YH
9”1 )1N2N PYCR OV 12 PNY’ RN

Yochi asks:

Aleeza, one of my candidates, is extremely
anxious about awkward silences on a first date.
She’s afraid that if there’s a quiet moment, it
means something is wrong or that the date is
failing. How can I help her feel calmer and
more confident?

Aleeza answers:

This is a common fear, and she is totally justi-
fied in having this concern. First dates can feel
like an emotional performance, especially when
someone is already nervous and deeply wants
things to work. Ironically silence can feel loud,
but it’s not nearly as dangerous as we imagine.

Let’s start by reframing the silence. Think
about music. There is a rest which is a beat

GPIY

Sabeguarding Yous lnv

Agent 0507200381
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and is very important. It allows all the other
sounds to be amplified. Quiet moments don’t
mean failure; sometimes they mean two people
are simply settling into each other’s presence.
In fact, comfort with silence is often a sign of
safety, not disconnection. Silence is simply a
pause before what comes next.

You’re not there to entertain or impress.
You’re there to notice how you feel with this
person. Do you feel calmer over time? More
yourself? Those answers often come through
moments of pause or silence. Not via constant
conversation.

Practically, you can help her prepare by
shifting her mindset. Instead of thinking, “I
need to keep this going,” she can tell herself,
“It’s okay to pause. We’re allowed to breathe.”
A sip of water, a smile, or a simple comment
like, “I'm enjoying this,” can gently reset the
moment without pressure.

You can also remind her that silence is
shared, it’s not hers to carry alone. If there’s a
pause, it belongs to both people. And if the other
person is comfortable, that’s actually valuable
information. We’re not looking for constant
conversation. We’re looking for connection
and that often grows in the quiet moments.

I'would also encourage her to remember
that attraction and connection don’t come from
constant talking, they come from feeling seen



and safe. Some of the strongest bonds are built
when two people can simply be together, having
moments where they look into the other's eyes,
without rushing to fill the space. Silence allows
authenticity to enter.

Most importantly, reassure her that her
worth is not measured by how smooth the
conversation feels. Dating is not just about
finding someone, it’s about building some-
thing. And building begins with presence, not
performance.

Encourage her to trust that the right person
won’t be scared off by a moment of silence. The
right person will sit in it with her, and maybe
even feel at home there.

May she find comfort in the quiet moments
and in confidence too.

Blessings,

Aleezalm

Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[EI47[E en.shagririm.org.il
% 0585323242

0) »

osagor JCT  mizrACHI

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

Are you thinking about

RENOVATING? NEW CONSTRUCTION?
SYG Civil Engineering
Design | Management | Supervision
054-4557376 simong1080@gmail.com

Hashofet Haim Cohen

3 Rooms apartment
Approx. 80 sqm, S8th floor, 6 sqm balcony,
bright with open view.
Parking & storage included.
Quiet, desirable area .

g o ~“English / Hebrew

WFIRiNa

DYWL N Np Jerusalem

Lift up your voice ...
with ours!

Come take part in our joyous
and energetic Shabbat Shacharit!

WHERE?

Kol Rina Synagogue (in Nachlaot)
Be’ersheva Street 26 (the Shelter)

WHEN?

Shabbat mornings at 8:15am

]

\ Kiddush following
5"2\ ARy LV 5
;;t,, I(nlllmalerusal :

" ¥ I
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I’.l' For more works and bo, lli by

Netanel Epstein

" THE Y FILEs

www.netba teps.cam
LN ERUSHALAY UMY

DK, ZRUBAVEL. THE RULES OF THIS GAME Yo 3
ARE V-E-R-Y SIMPLE, OTHERWISE  Jam| |+

DOGGIES WOULDN'T BE ABLE T0 DO IT.... ﬂ

OH, COME ON, ZRUBAVEL! | KNOW
DADDY SAYS YOU'VE GOT THE INTELLECT
OF A TEA-TOWEL, BUT THIS IS REALLY
EASY!

i PROMISE THERE AREN'T AKY "G T0 A"
CARDS INVOLVED, DR DUBIOWS SCRABBLE

Y'SEE, DADDY TOOK ME ONCE TD A MUSEUM
OF AHCIENT EGYPT STUFF...
IT Was TOTALLY BORING, BECAUSE IT TURNS
OUT THERE WEREN'T ANY TELETUBBIES

OR “PAW PATROL™ IN ANCIENT EGYPT...

NO WONDER WE SUFFERED
THERE 50 MUCH...

YOUR LACK OF CO-OPERATION
1S MOST TROUBLING, ZRUBAVEL...

IT'S DK, IHIIBMFEI. YOU DON'T HM'E mw
| PUT ON A BRAVE FACE, | KNOW HOW HARD IT

MUST BE FOR YOU, SCHLEPPING THIS ANSCETRAL
I\ GENETIC TRAUMA FOR SO MANY GEHERATIONS... )

.BUT THERE WERE LOADS OF [AT-STATUES,
AND CAT-VASES, AND CAT WALL-PAINTINGS... )




YOUR ANCESTORS MUST HAVE SEEN MANY OF PHARDAH'S
SORCERERS PLAYING “FETCH™ WITH THEIR DOGS...

.WHEN ALL OF A SUDDEN...

TURNING TO CROCOMILES HAVE BEEN PASSED
FROM (AT TO KITTEN FOR GENERATIONS...

VLL BET YOUR GREAT-GRANDAD WARKED
YOU THAT IT'S SAFER T SLEEP IN AN
ACTIVE WASHING- MACHINE, LIKE YOU
OFTEN DO - THAN TO TAMPER WITH

SUSPICIOUSLY THROWH STICKS...

THAT'S WHAT SFAT EMET 54Y5,Y |
ANYWAY... -

BUT G-D WON'T LET "LEADERS™
LIKE PHARDAH GET AWAY
WITHIT...

URWDLY STAFF (AN ALSO TURH
INTO BRUTE FORCE TO GOBBLE LP
ALL THE EVIL AROUND U5...
BEFORE TURNING BACK INTO
HOLY, UPLIFTING LEADERSHIP AGAIN
FOR THE JOY OF THE WHOLE WORLD!

STICKS DMLY ERUPT INTO (ROCODILES
IN EGYPT, BECAUSE IT'S ONE OF THE

PHAROAHS
IN YERUSHALAYIM WHO NEED THAT
KIND OF REMIKDER...

S0 DON'T WORRY, YOU CAN
PLAY “FET(H" HERE, )
_IT'S PERFECTLY SAFE!

OH, SHOOT! | USED MY WORK-STAFF AGAIN!
SORRY, FIDO!

WHAT REMINDER?
THAT A STACK OR A STAFF 154
SYMBOL OF LEADERSHIPY

AND AS G-0'S CHOSEN PEOPLE, WE,

ISRAEL, SHOULD BE LEADING THE

WORLD IN THE WAY OF THE
(REATOR...

LEADERSHIP FOR THEMSELVES, THEY JUST END I.IP
TURNING LEADERSHIP INTO PREDA-TORY BRUTE
FORCE, SEE?

MAYBE IT'S HOT SO
STRAIGHTFORWARD

onavmsone /| | Pl e

THE STAFF!



YACHAD

Learning
from Aharon

This Dvar Torah was written by Akiva
Whiteman, facilitator of Slice of Torah,
Yachad’s chevruta program at Yeshivat
Ha-Kotel and Aharon Brand, Jerusalem
Chapter participant.

I’'m always struck by the same strong
question every parshas Va’eira: Why doesn’t
Pharaoh learn his lesson when it comes to the
plagues? Did it really take so many plagues to
get him to send out the Jewish people? How
stubborn can you be?

A similar question also bothered me last
week. Why is Moshe Rabbeinu so hesitant to
take Pharaoh head on and lead the Jewish peo-
Pple out of Egypt when its success is guaranteed
by none other than God Himself? What was
really going on in attempting to disagree with
Hashem? What is really going on under the
scenes with Moshe and Pharaoh?

Upon a closer look, the two problems that
seem like opposites are one and the same.
Moshe Rabbeinu, the gadol that he was, unfor-
tunately suffered initially from an inflated
sense of self-doubt, allowing the heart to take
control of his head. Pharaoh suffered from an
inflated sense of self-esteem. Both suffered
from emotions that pulled them away from the
right choice. However, there was someone that
struck the sweet spot.

Enter Aharon. A leader of the Jewish people
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for many years (see Rashi 4:13), the older
brother of Moshe Rabbeinu now became his
spokesperson, talking in front of Pharaoh
and for all 10 plagues, who together are the
tag team who in this parsha and for the rest
of Chumash help the Jewish people through
all their struggles.

Aharon was the perfect mix of both. Aharon
put both his humility and pride to the side
when it was time to, even submitting to his
younger brother on Hashem’s command. In
fact, it may have been critical that the spokes-
person of Moshe Rabbeinu was not just some-
one else, but specifically his older and more
famous brother who would step down from his
role for Moshe Rabbeinu to take it, to teach both
Moshe Rabbeinu and Pharaoh a sharp lesson.
Aharon taught Moshe Rabbeinu that anavah
and zerizus are both important, but only within
the framework of ratzon Hashem, and teaches
Pharaoh that even the biggest leaders don’t lead
for themselves, but rather for a higher purpose.

We are constantly surrounded by opportu-
nities to be calm and quiet or allow our pride
to get to our heads even though deep down we
know that the right choice is to simply do what
Hashem wants. How will you be like Aharon,
master your emotions and not just excel as a
leader yourself, but bring others up around
you and bring out their best? m

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418



STATE-OF-THE-ART
Dental Implants

‘Teeth In

An Hour

Dr. Gedaliah I\Ilordech'éi Stern

Diplomate of Oral Implantology

Faster, Easier and Better than ever before.

Come and get a second opinion, if you were told you need:

‘ Bone grafts or sinus lifts | Cutting and stitching | Months without teeth | Not enough bone
(These can usually be avoided today) /

Almost always with less pain and less swelling, thanks to Lasers and Advanced Technologies.
No-cost consult. No-cost x-rays (2D/3D) if have already, within last 6 months.

US © 1607-55th St. Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 < 718-305-5480

Il © Ussishkin 57, Rechavia, Jerusalem & 02-6258258
@ implantsandlasers-r-us.com




Join the growing VIDA Community!
Choose from 1-6 bedroom apartments aII with direct sea views

Infinity pool | State-of-the-art gym | His/Hers sauna | Community room
Private Shul | Business lounge | 24 HR Doorman

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

© +1-917-697-3233 @ www.vidatowers.com [] +972-58-500-5086
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