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The second of the ten plagues, the plague 
of frogs, contains within it (like each of the 
plagues), profound symbolism and eternal 
messages.

The pasuk tells us: VaTa'al HaTzfardya vat-
echas et eretz Mitzrayim- And the Tzfardaya 
arose and covered the Land of Egypt.

Rashi in a famous comment explains: VaTa'al 
HaTzfardya- Tzfardaya Achat Hayta- One frog 
rose from the water-vehayu makin ota vhi 
matezet nichilim nichilim- they hit the frog, and it 
streamed forth swarms and swarms of frogs...."

The Lubavitcher Rebbe zy'a, points out the 
significance of the miraculous way in which this 
particular makka becomes gradually worse, 
initially there was only one frog, and once that 
frog was struck suddenly there came forth 
swarms of frogs. The Rebbe pointed out that 
this plague emphasized that unlike some of the 
other plagues which were able to be imitated 
or copied by the sorcerers in Paroh's court, it's 
perhaps true that these sorcerers could bring 
forth frogs, but what they could not replicate 
was the miraculous capacity for one frog to 
suddenly spew swarms and swarms of addi-
tional frogs. Only Hakadosh Baruch Hu could 
orchestrate such a miracle.

The Meor Einayim, the Rebbe of Chernobyl 
zy'a, offered an interesting insight as to the 
message inherent in this particular plague.

“The essence of the suffering caused by the 
frogs was not their presence, but their sound. 
For sound that is unanchored in inner depth 
obscures rather than reveals.”

 The Sefat Emet, the Gerrer Rebbe zy'a, 

explains that the word for frog- tzfaardaya, is 
comprised of the letters which make up the 
words tzipor deia — a bird of awareness. When 
the mind is in exile, this awareness scatters into 
many voices and cries, like the frogs filling all 
of Egypt. The makka of tzfardaya, represents 
the noise and confusion of exile.

Rav Shamshon Refael Hirsch zt'l explained 
that a frog is noisy in the evening, but with day 
break becomes silent. How might Rav Hirsch's 
words help us to understand the eternal mes-
sage within the plague of frogs? If the frogs 
were indeed annoying, or a major nuisance 
how should the Egyptians have responded 
to that annoyance? How should we in turn 
respond when someone annoys or irritates 
us through their words, actions or world view?

The great tzadik Rabbi Dr. Avraham J. 
Twerski zy'a, offered this beautiful insight to 
address this fundamental question regarding 
responding to annoying or offensive actions 
or comments:

We may be negatively affected by what we hear 
just as we may cause harm by what we say. It 

is important to be as 
selective about our 
hearing as we are 
about our speech...

Rabbi Yaakov 
Yisrael Kanievsky, 
zt'l affectionately 
k n o w n  a s  t h e 
Steipler Gaon, writes 
that initially the 
dreaded plague of 

Rabbi Dr. Abraham 
Twerski zt"l
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frogs only consisted of one frog,as Rashi teaches 
us. However, the Egyptians apparently didn't 
like the frog, and hit it in an attempt to make it 
go away. Unbeknownst to them, this frog had 
the miraculous capacity that each time it was 
struck, it actually multiplied and spewed forth 
many more frogs. 

While one might understand the first few 
attempts to strike the frog, if indeed the frog 
kept reproducing with each time it was struck, 
at some point it should have been clear that 
they should no longer strike the frog, as it just 
kept making the situation worse!

The Steipler explained that this is what 
happens when one lets their anger overcome 
their intellect. When one gets caught up with 
anger, they tend to lash out, lose all sense of 
rational thought, and ultimately can make an 
uncomfortable or upsetting circumstance expo-
nentially worse. We all can look in retrospect 
at how foolish and counterproductive it was 
for the Egyptians to continue to strike these 
frogs, so perhaps we also need to begin to ask 
ourselves why we so often fail to learn from 
their foolishness, and allow our anger to get 
the best of us.

The eternal message from the plague of 
Tzfardaya, is an important and relevant musar 
haskel for each of us. When we encounter any 
annoyance or frustration in life, it is import-
ant not to lash out at that annoyance in anger, 
which can only make the situation worse, but 
rather to take a step back, restrain ourselves, 
and let that nuisance pass, rather than lash out 
and make it potentially worse.

May we merit to heed each of these powerful 
messages that our sages suggest can be learned 
from the makka of tzfardaya. 

רפואה שלמה
הדסה בת חיה

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

BOUSTAN BAKA 
148m + 2 terraces of 15m each, + Shabbat 

elevator, storeroom, covered parking. 
8.200.000 NIS flexible  MICHAEL 0523202488

CITY CENTER - Savion View, luxurious  
2 rooms, balcony, Shabbat elevator.
2.890.000 NIS  MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - Arab house, garden apartment,  
central and quiet, 180m, 220m garden. 

11.800.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488
GERMAN COLONY - 4 rooms, 370m  

garden, parking, storage room. 
8.500.000 NIS  MENDEL 0528980111

NORTH TALPIOT - New, 180m2, duplex, 
penthouse, 40m terrace, panoramic view of 

Old City, parking and storage room. 
9.200.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488

BAKA - New penthouse, 180m on  
one level, 20m sukkah balcony,  

40m storeroom (office/clinique).
12.000.000  MICHAEL 0523202488




