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Is This  
Any Way to  
Introduce  
a Hero?

With the month of Nissan upon us, we 
return to the story of our nation’s birth, as 
Moshe rises to leadership and the exodus 
again unfolds.

Moshe’s yearly introduction in the text, 
however, is cause for pause. For some rea-
son, the Torah chooses to introduce the birth 
of the greatest leader we have ever known- 
in the most innocuous way possible.

“And a man went from the House of Levi 
and he took a daughter of Levi. And the 
woman conceived and gave birth to a son.”

Questions abound:
Why does the Torah depart from its usu-

al mode of describing an individual’s birth?
What does the seemingly superfluous 

phrase “and a man went…” indicate?
Why does the Torah omit any mention of 

Moshe’s lineage- to the point where even the 
names of his parents are deliberately omitted? 

Above all, is this any way to introduce 
a hero?

Compounding these questions is the fact 
that the omitted information concerning 
Moshe’s lineage is ultimately included in the 

Parsha that follows (why the information is 
given at that particular point is the subject 
of another article).

If the information concerning Moshe’s lin-
eage is eventually shared, why is it left out in 
the first place?

Numerous commentaries address the is-
sues before us…

Working within the realm of pshat, the 
Ibn Ezra suggests that, at the time of Moshe’s 
birth, the Israelites lived in many cities in 
Egypt. Through the phrase, “And a man 
went,” the Torah is simply informing us that 
Amram “went” from one Egyptian city to an-
other in order to marry Yocheved.

Perhaps the Ibn Ezra intends to emphasize 
that Yosef’s plan for his family’s descent into 
Egypt has, by this point, broken down. Orig-
inally meant to remain separate from the 
Egyptians in the land of Goshen, the Israel-
ites are assimilating into their surroundings.

The Ramban, however, takes issue with the 
Ibn Ezra’s interpretation, arguing that the To-
rah would have no reason to inform us con-
cerning a journey taken by Amram from one 
city to another. 

Instead, maintains the Ramban, the verb 
lalachet, “to go,” is often used in the text 
when a new and difficult step is about to 
be taken. By stating, Veyeilech ish, “And a 
man went,” the Torah underscores Am-
ram’s courageous willingness to marry in 
spite of Pharaoh’s harsh decrees.

The Ramban’s approach connects to a 

B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

MIDEI CHODESH

To answer our questions, we must read the 
Torah’s account of our oppression at the hands 
of the Egyptians as it is meant to be read. 

This is not simply a tale of happenings long 
past. Like the rest of the Torah’s narratives, 
the story of our ancestors’ enslavement is as 
relevant to our day as it was at the moment of 
its unfolding. 

What emerges is a “blueprint for persecution.” 
Frighteningly familiar scenes greet our eyes, 

as Pharaoh embarks on a staged, calculated 
course designed to destroy the Israelite nation 
even before it is born. 

With increasing intensity, the stages unfold: 
propaganda, isolation, debasement, back-break-
ing labor and torture, culminating in a final 
act of genocide that would have ended our 
story on the spot. A carefully planned pattern 
of persecution that first appears in Egypt, but 
is then repeated again and again, with only 
minor adjustments, across the face of our long, 
turbulent history.

Likewise, Pharoah’s desperate determination 
to complete his plan-even at the cost of his own 
people’s welfare-and his inexplicable hatred of 
the Israelites-are also hauntingly mirrored by 
the fanatic enemies surrounding us to this day.

The opening parshiot of Shemot thus form a 
cautionary tale portending challenges to follow. 
Prepare yourselves, the Torah seems to say, for 
you will face this scenario repeatedly on your 
national journey. 

But how does it all begin? What are the 
warning signs? How can we best prepare to 
meet an oncoming challenge?

Perhaps this is where Rav and Shmuel enter 

A Puzzling 
Argument

The Torah couldn’t be clearer…why, then, 
do the rabbis argue?

A few weeks ago, the Torah opened the story 
of Yetziat Mitzraim with the words:

“And a new king arose over Egypt who did 
not know Yosef.”

Upon which the Talmud commented: 
Rav and Shmuel [disagree]…
One authority accepts the straightforward 

meaning of the text. A “new” Pharaoh, he 
contends, rose to power following the passing 
of Yosef’s generation.

The other scholar, however, maintains that 
there was no physical transference of authority 
at all. The Pharaoh of the Exodus was the same 
king who had ruled previously. Only his decrees 
were “new.” 

We find ourselves forced, however, to ask the 
obvious questions alluded to above…

What are Rav and Shmuel really arguing 
about? 

The text explicitly asserts that the Pharaoh 
of the Exodus story was a “new king,” distinct 
from the Pharaoh who ruled in Yosef’s time. 
How could either of these sages state otherwise?

And, to strike even further, why does it matter 
whether the Pharaoh of the Exodus story was 
“new” or not? One way or the other, this king 
launched the first, horrific persecution of the 
Jewish people.
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the picture. These great sages may not be argu-
ing at all, but rather suggesting two alternative 
paths. The story of Egyptian slavery, they con-
tend, could have begun in one of two ways: either 
a new king arose to confront the Israelites, or the 
same king transformed from friend to foe. Both 
possibilities are real, and both will confront you 
on your journey.

Let this serve as an example and a warning: 
you cannot rest easy. The next challenge may 
erupt suddenly, from the most unexpected 
source. Remain vigilant. Expect the unexpected. 
Prepare for every contingency. Only an aware-
ness of the many possible dangers surrounding 
you will enable you to meet the next test — before 
it is too late.

As our world changes daily and dramatically, 
our task becomes inordinately harder. From 
what direction will the next challenge emerge? 
What will the nature of that challenge be? How 
can we possibly prepare for events that we can 
scarcely predict?

And yet, the lessons emerging from the dawn 
of our history remain constant. We cannot allow 
ourselves to be surprised. With increased inten-
sity, we must carefully and constantly study the 
world around us, searching for hints of potential 
challenges to come. And when those challenges 
do emerge, we must rise together to meet them 
with the courage and strength that has enabled 
our people, not only to survive, but to thrive, 
across the ages. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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