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Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.
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Last week, Rabbi Yitzchak Ginsburg and 
Dr. Abed Halaila held a joint press confer-
ence that was unexpected and very moving.

A year ago, Rabbi Ginsburg, who is closely 
associated with Chabad and with many of 
the “hilltop” communities, underwent a 
kidney transplant at Hadassah Ein Kerem 
hospital. Other medical centers had declined 
to operate on him due to his advanced age, 
but Dr. Halaila, head of Hadassah Ein Ker-
em’s transplant unit, reviewed the file of the 
80-year-old rabbi and agreed.

“Age is only a number,” he explained this 
week. “A kidney transplant can be beneficial 
even at an older age, enabling the patient to 
continue giving.”

The donor was there through the Mat-
nat Chaim organization. Senior Hadassah 
leadership attended as well, headed by 
Prof. Yoram Weiss. With everyone present, 
the rabbi delivered a brief teaching on the 
meaning of kidneys in Jewish thought. Dr. 
Halaila sat beside him, and when the rabbi 
called him a “righteous gentile,” he patted 
his hand. Dr. Halaila smiled and then shared 
what had impressed him most.

“I asked to check what the rabbi has 
done since the transplant,” he said. “Well, 
every Shabbat, a booklet of his is published 
in Hebrew — 13,000 copies, as well as an 
English edition read by thousands here 
in Israel and around the world. It’s sim-

ply incredible. This year he 
published eleven books of 
Torah scholarship and three 
children’s books, and he’s 
planning another six in the 
coming year.” He added: “The 
rabbi has a book about the 
‘Fourth Revolution.’ I urge you 
to study this topic. It’s very 
important, and I personally 
believe in it.”

“The Fourth Revolution” is 
a concept Rabbi Ginsburg has 
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been advancing in recent years: expanding 
Torah and Jewish learning to non-Jews as 
well. In his view, Judaism is meant to illu-
minate the world, and the time has come for 
that message to break outward. Only when 
the Jewish people inspire respect, he argues, 
can genuine peace take root.

At the gathering marking one year since 
the successful transplant, it felt as though 
one could already see the first shoots of that 
idea beginning to emerge. 
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