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Supplication
uccess

As Yaakov Avinu approaches the end of his life,
he speaks to his son Yosef Hatzadik with words
of instruction and blessing. Additionally, Yaakov
Avinu gifts him with the city of Shechem, “Va’ani
natati lecha Shchem achad al achecha asher lak-
achti miyad ha’Emori becharbi uw’bekashti — And I
have given you [Shechem] one portion over your
brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amor-
ite with my sword and with my bow.” (Bereisheet
48:22) Why was it necessary to tell Yosef Hatzadik
how he acquired this city?

Rav Nosson Wachtfogel zt”l sees a profound
lesson being conveyed in this dialogue. Yaakov
Avinu was imparting an important element of
his legacy to his children, telling his son that
he was only able to wrest the city from the
clutches of the Emori through a tremendous
amount of effort and exertion - i.e., if one truly
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wants something he must work hard to acquire
it. Rav Wachtfogel then adds an important
caveat based on the teachings of Rav Yerucham
Levovitz of Mir zt”l. Even if a person is very suc-
cessful and has accomplished much, and even
if he has reached the level of a great tzadik, if
he does not continuously work on improving
his character and strengthening his beliefs, he
will not only stagnate, but he will lose what
he has already acquired. Life has often been
described as “walking up the down escalator”;
if one does not apply himself consistently and
deliberately to grow and develop, he will be
drawn downwards. This is Yaakov Avinu’s key
message to ensure his children’s success.

However, coupled with this idea is the insight
offered by the Targum toward the end of the
verse, as he translates, “becharbi w’bekashti —
with my sword and with my bow,” as “betzeloti
wveva’'uti — with my prayer and with my sup-
plication.” Rabbi Avraham Yaffen zt”l under-
stands that the Targum is not deviating from
the plain meaning of the text. Although one
must exercise the necessary efforts to achieve
his goals, one must not forget that although we
are required to extend the necessary hishtad-
lut, we must realize that our success in life is
entirely dependent on the will of Hashem. We
must always appeal to Hashem for His guiding
hand to ensure that we thrive and excel. Yaakov
Avinu lived this very reality, thus, the terms
“prayer and supplication” are inherent in his
plain words, “sword and bow.”

Rav Chaim Friedlander zt”l in Siftei Chaim
notes that we find this duality, the dynamic
between hishtadlut and tefillah, in a continuous



theme running through the life of Rochel
Imeinu. Rochel Imeinu offered her maidservant
Bilha as a wife to Yaakov Avinu, so that she
could raise surrogate children, she acquired
the duda’im, the mandrake flowers known
for their fertility benefits, from her sister as
well, understanding that she was expected to
employ a measure of hishtadlut to ameliorate
her situation of barrenness.

This is the mesorah that Yosef Hatzadik
received both from his mother, as well as
from his father that we can harness for our
own lives. As we engage in seeking medical,
financial or educational advice in any area, we
must remember that as much as hishtadlut is
the required course of action for all of us living
in the physical dimensions of this world, we
must recognize that it is only through tefillah,
and the beneficent Will of Hashem that we can
achieve success in whatever we do. B

HUNDREDS OF

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

R’ Cepperman was pleasant and
ap maciﬁzbfe | had the space to think
about issues and ke explained things
clearly and simply.

Miriam Schwartz, Kiryat Moske, JSM jiés

Ry

Write Your Halachic Will Today

halachicwill.com

Rav Menachem Copperman

\‘E‘L

Certified Dayan & Expert
in Jewish Law

0544731052
info@kadatvkadin.com

. Call now 077-9973185
7 www.daniels-assets.com JEEEES
24 Gershon Agron l\/lamllla?‘

1, usa#

PR TR

\

Ly

NEW B%JTIQUE BUILDING
10 NEW APARNTMENTS
HAP%FE?ALE
pAY]
OLD KATAM OGN

NOW IN PRE-SALE TERMS

St

A RARE OPPORTUNITY IN JERUSALEM
ON HAPORZIM STREET, BORDERING TALBIYA,
OLD KATAMON & THE GERMAN COLONY
110-120SQM APTS , SUCCAH, PARKING, STORAGE AND MORE

WING EXCLUSIVE UNITS:
+ TWO SPACIOUS MINI PENTHOUSE OF 4-BEDROOMS EACH
+ A RARE PENTHOUSE WITH A PRIVATE POOL
+ A 3-BEDROOM UNIT WITH A SUCCAH BALCONY AND OPEN VIEWS
f

— b =& Jerusalem Spirit
ﬁ'- ""] = “ ResaledA Refinag
o = ER e arrsfin
=_ T { Luxury Residence |
AR '1_"'|
vl

¥

THE ICONIC JERUSALEM SPIRIT DEVELOPMENT,ONE OF THE CITY'S
MOST PRESTIGIOUS AND CENTRALLY LOCATED ADDRESSES.

92.7 SQM APARTMENT WITH 13 8 SQM BALCONY

-.

REAL ESTATE

DANIEL BOUZAGLO

OU ISRAEL CENTER 37



