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Critical 
Crying

In one of the most poignant moments in 
Tanach, Yosef Hatzadik and his brothers rec-
oncile with one another. “Vayinashek lechol 
echav vayeiv’k aleihem - And he kissed all his 
brothers and wept over them.” (Bereisheet 
45:15) The Midrash notes that just as Yosef 
appeased his brothers through tears, Hashem 
will redeem us through tears, “Bevechi yavo’u 
u’vetachanunim ovileim - with weeping they 
will come, and with supplications I will lead 
them.” (Yirmiyahu 31:18) We must understand 
the significance of these tears. Why was it that 
only Yosef Hatzadik cried and not his brothers? 
Further, why will there be tears at the time of 
redemption, will it not be a time of rejoicing?

The Ketav Sofer zt”l shares a moving inter-
pretation. Obviously, when Yosef first went 
down to Egypt, it was very difficult for him 
to be separated from his father’s house and 

his father’s teachings. However, as time wore 
on, Yosef became more accustomed to living 
in a foreign environment. We see from the 
name he gave to his first child Menashe, “ki 
nashani Elokim et kol amali ve’et kol beit avi 
- God has caused me to forget all my toil and 
all my father's house,” (Bereisheet 41:51) that 
slowly, Yosef began to forget the impact of his 
ancestral home. 

Now, however, when he saw his brothers, he 
sensed the intensity of kedushah surrounding 
them and realized to what extent he had been 
living in a land of such moral depravity. He 
suddenly remembered the beauty and holiness 
of his father’s house; thus he cried for all that 
had been lost throughout these 22 years. The 
brothers, however, were filled with joy upon 
discovering that Yosef was alive and well and 
had no reason to shed tears.

Likewise, notes the Ketav Sofer, we are so 
accustomed to living our lives in galut, sur-
rounded by physicality and hedonism, that we 
don’t even realize what it is like to live with a 
full manifestation of Hashem’s Presence. Only 
when the redemption comes will we under-
stand the contrast and will weep for all that we 
had been missing through the whole of exile. 

Rav Pincus zt”l takes it one step further. At 
the time of redemption, we will realize the 
terrible effect of galut on us all, individually 
and collectively. This awareness will move 
us to tears, realizing how many people could 
have grown and developed more spiritually 
but such opportunities were lost because of 
the conditions of living in exile. 
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We find a similar parallel in Sefer Ezra, as 
it describes the conditions when the second 
Temple was built. The older people wept 
uncontrollably, while the younger generation 
celebrated and rejoiced. The elders knew that 
the new Temple paled in comparison to the 
first Temple and cried because the younger 
people were not even aware of what they 
were lacking.

A fast day commemorating the destruction 
of Yerushalayim and the Beit Hamikdash 
allows us the opportunity to pause and 
reflect upon what is incomplete in our lives. 
When we can imagine what the world must 
have been like with Hashem’s Presence fully 
expressed, we can yearn for this revealed 
state once again. May our tears this Asarah 
be’Tevet be a precursor to the tears we will 
shed with the coming of Mashiach and the 
ultimate redemption. 
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A Lifestyle Beyond Compare

For sale 
In Arnona

5 Luxury apartments 

in Hasid Towers 

Incl. parking, succah,

storage, shabbat lift, gym

Haportzim 6-8
Elegance. Heritage. Home.

RARE OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING EXCLUSIVE UNITS:
• TWO SPACIOUS MINI PENTHOUSE OF 4-BEDROOMS EACH

• A RARE PENTHOUSE WITH A PRIVATE POOL
• A 3-BEDROOM UNIT WITH A SUCCAH BALCONY AND OPEN VIEWS

THE ICONIC JERUSALEM SPIRIT DEVELOPMENT,ONE OF THE CITY’S 
MOST PRESTIGIOUS AND CENTRALLY LOCATED ADDRESSES.

92.7 SQM APARTMENT WITH 13.8 SQM BALCONY

Jerusalem SpiritResale A Refined2-BedroomsLuxury Residence 

NEW BOUTIQUE BUILDING WITH ONLY 10 NEW APARTMENTS FOR SALE
HAPORTZIM 6 OLD KATAMON

NOW IN PRE-SALE TERMS

A RARE OPPORTUNITY IN JERUSALEM 
 ON HAPORZIM STREET, BORDERING TALBIYA, 

OLD KATAMON & THE GERMAN COLONY
110-120SQM APTS , SUCCAH, PARKING, STORAGE AND MORE

Deal of the week

RECHAVIA BORDER

of Kiryat Shmuel 

 New 3 bedroom, 2.5bath

Elevator, parking , storage

4,985,000 NIS
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Back pain & Sciatica
Headaches & Neck Pain
Musculoskeletal & Sports Injuries
Working closely with Orthopaedic 
Surgeons, Neurologists, 
Rheumatologists & Family Doctors
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