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The heilige Ribnitzer Rebbe, Reb Chaim 
Zanvil Abramowitz, zy’a, was an extraor-
dinary tzadik and a legendary baal avodah, 
renown for his sacrifice for Yidishkeit, 
personal holiness and powerful blessings. 
Describing the Ribnitzer’s righteousness, Reb 
Shlomo Freifeld, zt’l, Rosh Yeshivah of Shor 
Yoshuv, said meeting him was like meeting 
a tzadik from the days of the Baal Shem Tov.

A young couple once gave birth to a child 
with severe medical complications, includ-
ing a progressive and irreversible loss of 
eyesight. With every passing month the 
darkness closed in further, and the doctors 
warned that complete blindness was inev-
itable. Shattered and desperate, the father, 
Reb Nachum, decided before Chanukah to 
travel to Monsey and bring the little boy to 
the Ribnitzer. He hoped that somehow the 
days of miracles might shine for them as 
well.

When he arrived for the Rebbe’s hadlakas 
neiros, the room was jammed wall-to-wall 
with chassidim straining to see the tzadik 
kindle the holy flames. Unable to get any-
where near the front, Reb Nachum stood 

at the back, clutching his child. As the Rib-
nitzer cried out the brachos in a voice that 
shook the walls, something within the father 
moved him. He suddenly lifted his son high 
into the air, facing the Rebbe’s direction, in 
the line of vision of the Chanukah candles, 
as if to place the child into the embrace of 
those sacred lights.

The Ribnitzer was known to sit motion-
less after lighting, lost in deep dveykus for 
long stretches. But this time, something 
utterly uncharacteristic happened. The 
Rebbe paused. He turned. Rising from his 
place, from across the crowded room, his 
eyes locked onto the child being held aloft. 
Seeing this, Reb Nachum kept holding his 
son high, trembling, as the Ribnitzer shifted 
his intense gaze back and forth, from the 
flames…to the child…to the flames…to the 
child, again and again, as if drawing light 
from the menorah and sending it toward 
the little boy.

Only after several long moments did the 
Ribnitzer return fully to the glowing candles, 
sinking back into his holy silence. And then 
the miracle revealed itself.

Within minutes, Reb Nachum saw what no 
doctor had ever allowed him to hope for. His 
son began responding to light — first subtly, 
then unmistakably. Over the coming days, 
the darkness lifted entirely. Against every 
medical prediction, the child regained full 

Chanukah: With Eyes to See
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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eyesight.
A Chanukah neis, hidden in the crowd, 

was carried by the gaze of a tzadik and the 
light of the menorah.

Hilchos Chanukah of the Rambam opens in 
a strikingly unusual way. Before presenting 
a single halachic detail, there are three full 
halachos dedicated to recounting the his-
torical background. These cover the harsh 
decrees of the Greeks, the desecration of 
the Mikdash, and ultimately the miraculous 
victory of the Chashmonaim and the resto-
ration of Jewish autonomy in Eretz Yisrael 
for more than two hundred years, until the 
destruction of Bayis Sheini. (Hilchos Megillah 
v’Chanukah, 3:1-3).

The Hasmonean dynasty, glorious in its 
origins, ultimately descended into corrup-
tion, internal strife, and even open violations 
of Torah and halachah. Hardly the ideal mal-
chus rooted in holiness, it is striking that the 
Rambam chose to emphasize the political 
background as part of our celebration of this 
beloved moed.

Rav Yehuda Amital, zt”l, Rosh Yeshiva of 
Har Etzion, uncovers a profound insight 
within the Rambam’s framing. He explains 
that the obligation of hallel v’hodaah, 
expressing praise and gratitude for Hashem 
on Chanukah, is not dependent on achieving 
the final, perfect Geulah with the arrival of 
Mashiach; it is not all-or-nothing. Rather, 
whenever the Jewish People merit even a 
partial return, even imperfect sovereignty 
— even a life in Eretz Yisrael where Jews can 
live as Jews — that itself demands gratitude 
and song.

To illustrate this, Rav Amital points to 
the prophetic description of Geulah in 

Zecharyah (8:4-5):
וּּזְְקֵֵנוֹֹת  זְְקֵֵנִִים  בוּּ  ְ יֵֵשְׁ� עוֹֹד  צְְבָָא-וֹֹת,  ה׳  אָָמַַר  הֹ  �כֹּ
יְְלָָדִִים  לְְאוּ�  יִִ�מָָּ הָָעִִיר  וּּרְְחֹבֹוֹֹת  לָָם…  ָ יְְרוּּשָׁ� רְְחוֹֹבוֹֹת  �בִִּ

רְְחֹבֹֹתֶֶֹיהָָ.  חֲֲקִִים �בִִּ וִִילָָדוֹֹת, מְְשַׂ�ַ
“Thus says Hashem Tzevakos: Elderly men 

and elderly women shall yet again dwell in 
the streets of Yerushalayim… And the streets 
of the city shall be full of boys and girls play-
ing in Her streets.”
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Children playing outside and elderly men 
and women relaxing on benches hardly 
seems like a grand vision of redemption 
and the fulfilment of two thousand years 
of Messianic dreams. This, however, explains 
Rav Amital, is exactly the point: geulah is not 
only in open miracles or political perfection. 
It is also to be seen in normal Jewish life 
returning to Yerushalayim, a reality in which 
children and their grandparents can stroll 
and enjoy without fear, where the streets 
are filled with laughter. 

A geulah of this description is one that we 
have, in fact, begun to experience. It is real 
and within reach. This simple presence, Jew-
ish life lived naturally in the Land, is itself 
an aspect of redemption. Although it is not 
the Complete Geulah which we continue 
to daven for each day, it is nonetheless a 
meaningful level, for which we are obligated 
in hallel v’hodaah.

This perhaps is why the Rambam, with 
such care and precision, opens Hilchos 
Chanukah with a historical excursus that 
reads more like Sefer Maccabim than Mish-
neh Torah. He is showing us that the miracle 
of Chanukah is not only the spiritual light 
of the menorah, it is the gift of even partial 
sovereignty, the ability to live as Jews in our 
Land. We must acknowledge this, and we 

must give thanks.

We have actually become accustomed 
to considering God’s Hand to be revealed 
through a miraculous process unfolding 
within the confines of nature and the ‘rules’ 
of this world, including political processes, 
and military and economic successes.

Chanukah reminds us that while there 
is reason to celebrate such natural events 
that move us toward salvation, we can also 
hope and pray for miracles that are beyond 
nature. A flask of oil can last eight days, a 
band of brothers untrained in warfare can 
defeat an entire empire, blindness can be 
cured, we can become unstuck, saved, and 
completely redeemed.

As we bask in the illuminating days of 
Chanukah, may we have eyes to see and 
give thanks for the small miracles and signs 
of redemption multiplying around us. May 
it be that the greatest and most awesome 
miracles, healings and lights are yet to come. 
May all those who are injured in body or 
soul, or lack for any material or spiritual 
good become whole, and may we see, with 
our own eyes, complete victory, revealed 
good, open miracles and the גאולה השלימה 
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