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I live in Maaleh Adumim and made Aliya in 2012 with 5 kids baruch
Hashem. We had two more sabras baruch Hashem and I'm trying
to make time to paint!

Xx We continue to pray for the last of the kedoshim to return from Gaza

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

2 We light the first Chanukah candle on Sunday night December 14%
For a review of the Halachot of Chanukah see pages 58-63

& Rosh Cliodesh Tevet is on Shabbat Dec. 20 and Sunday Dec. 21+
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

There are certain common Hebrew words
and phrases that no matter where you are
in the world, you can hear Jews using them.
Everywhere you go, you can expect to
hear words like “shalom,” “boker tov,” and
“betach.” One particular word stands out to
me as a fascinating one. “Halevai.” Halevai
means something like, “I wish!” or, “If only...!”
It represents a sense of hope, a sense of striv-
ing, a sense of a belief that a greater day can
come. That optimism, that belief and wish
for what could be, is so, so important. Young
children often dream so big. Whether as a
parent, a teacher, or a friend, God forbid
that we should throw their dreams away
and tell them that they are not to be. If they
are motivated, and strive, they will succeed
in what they put their mind to, as long as we
are there to support them in their growth.
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At OU Israel, we see this all the time in our
programs for teens. Whether in NCSY, The
Pearl and Harold Jacobs Zula Outreach Center
or our OU Israel Teen Centers, those running
these programs want to help every one of our
chanichim achieve their goals and aspirations.
On the other hand, a good educator doesn’t
let a student bite off more than they can
chew, and get hurt in the process. The key is
understanding their talents and capabilities,
and helping them achieve fulfillment where
they can be their best self.

When we look at this week’s parsha, we
see a fascinating example of this. Yosef
HaTzaddik has dreams. Dreams of bundles
of wheat and of the sun, moon, and eleven
stars all bowing down to one in the middle
- him. He tells the brothers and he tells his
father, Yaakov, who responds in quite a pecu-
liar way: (Bereshit 37:10-11) “And his father
reprimanded him, and said to him: ‘What is
this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I
and thy mother and your brothers indeed
come to bow down to you upon the earth?’
His brothers were jealous, but his father kept
the matter in mind.”

Which is it? Did Yaakov believe these
dreams were nonsense, or did he “keep the
matter in mind”? The answer is that to be
a good parent, a good teacher, a good aunt,
uncle, grandparent, we need to do a little of
both. It is not good for us to hear a young
child say “I want to be king” and say, “Of
course! And you will be!”, no matter the
kid and no matter their capabilities. Good



parenting and good teaching is to follow the
potential of the child and understand where
they stand now, with a belief that their poten-
tial will allow them to grow in amazing ways
in the future, according to their talents, skills,
and dispositions. Yosef’s dreams were not
feasible where Yosef was now, seventeen
years old and still in many ways immature.
But Yaakov also saw his potential and kept
it in mind.

Also, think about Yosef’s siblings’ perspec-
tive here. When Yosef shares these dreams,
what message are his brothers receiving?
They're hearing: “I'm going to be everything,
and you’re going to be nothing. You’re going
to bow down to me.” And suddenly, their
own dreams feel crushed. Where are they
supposed to place their hopes? What are
they supposed to strive for in life? Yaakov
recognizes this tension. He sees one child
dreaming in a way that comes at the expense
of his siblings, that minimizes them in order
for Yosef to achieve greatness.

Yaakov’s response is a message to all of us.
The level of achievement we encourage in
our children and students must be rooted in
understanding the nefesh - the soul - of each
and every one of them. It must be holistic,
taking into account their own abilities as well
as that of their friends and communities.

I am currently in Miami, Florida and spent
an incredible and inspiring Shabbat by Rabbi
Donald Bixon at his shul, Beth Israel. During
this past week here in Florida, I had the
opportunity to speak with teenagers in Miami
Beach and I shared with them the following
idea. Last week's parsha tells us that the Sar
of Eisav changed Yaakov’s name to Yisrael.
Yet throughout the Torah, we continue to see
him called both Yaakov and Yisrael. Many

commentaries discuss what these names
represent and when each is used. What I
explained to those teenagers - and what we
emphasize with all our teens, whether in our
OU Israel Teen Centers, in NCSY, The Zula, or
in any of our programs throughout Israel - is
that they should strive for greatness, because
they can be great at what is perfect for them.
The name Yaakov comes from the word
“ekev” - heel - suggesting one who follows.
This is not a very high goal.

But Yisrael, on the other hand, comes from
“sar” - a minister, an important person - a
much higher status. The name connotes
“yashar el,” - directly to God, a close connec-
tion with HaKadosh Baruch Hu. The Zohar
teaches that Klal Yisrael has moments when
we are Yaakov, when we are in a position
of following rather than leading, of a galut
mentality, yet other times we must be sarim,
we must pick ourselves up, stand strong, and
fight our enemies, in a geulah mentality - very
much like what we’ve been witnessing over
the past two-plus years. Today, to the world,
we have shown ourselves to be Yisrael.

I spoke about the programs we run in
Israel to these teens in Miami Beach. I told
them that the teens we work with have been
convinced by their upbringing not to strive
higher and reach their potential. But with the
most incredible advisors working with these
teenagers, getting them to dream - that they
can be something in the army, stand out in
Sherut Leumi, that they can lead, that they
can meet their future business partners and
university colleagues - then they can break
out of the cycle of poverty, break out of low
socioeconomic communities, and achieve
greatness for themselves, for their families,
and for the future families they will build.
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They learn not be an ekev, a heel, a follower,
but to be Yisrael, a striver.

I'spoke to those teenagers in Florida about
standing up strong and proud, understanding
that we’re Jews and that we have a respon-
sibility. We’ve seen so many teenagers grow
up in Jewish communities around the world,
come to Israel to learn Torah, serve in the IDF,
become proud members of the community,
and show their communities what they've
successfully achieved - the respect they can
bring their communities, the respect they can
bring Klal Yisrael, the respect they can bring
their parents and their families.

This understanding is a big element of rec-
ognizing that the Sar of Eisav did not expect
Yaakov to struggle with him the whole night,
ad alot hashachar. He expected to beat him
quickly, that Yaakov would give up easily. But
when he saw that Yaakov could overcome,
that he could stand strong and not let him
go until he gave him a beracha, he realized
that Yaakov was no longer in the position of
Yaakov, but in the position of Yisrael.

Yosef’s dreams are really all of our dreams.
We want HaKadosh Baruch Hu to guide us,
to give us what we need, and we want to be
able to trust Him while putting in all our
hishtadlut. Yosef could have gone to the house
of Potiphar and failed miserably. He could
have sat in jail depressed all day. But instead,
no matter where he was, he tried to be the
best Yosef he could possibly be. When you
work hard at being the best you that you can
be - that’s what changes who we are, what
we will be, and what we'll be able to change
in this world.

I take great pride in visiting our OU Teen
Centers, as I did last week in Ariel. This Teen
Center has recently been refurbished through
6 TORAH TIDBITS 1639 / VAYEISHEV

the generous donations of very holy Jews, as
well as with the help from the municipality.
Having the alumni there stand up in front
of the mayor, the deputy mayors, OU Israel
Director of Programs Chaim Pelzner, in front
of Yaden Cohen who manages our Teen Cen-
ter branch in Ariel, watching these former
teens at risk stand up with such pride and
talk about what they’ve achieved, going to the
IDF, becoming advisors themselves to teens
- that gave me such incredible nachat. It's
absolutely remarkable seeing their tremen-
dous success. It’s all thanks to the wonderful
staff working in Ariel and all the other Teen
Centers across the country, making sure that
each and every one of our chanichim in these
branches are achieving greatness.

So many donors, past and future, keep this
dream going. Whether you sent 180 shekels
or $100,000, you're part of this success. The
advisors get tremendous strength from you.
Because of these donations, they see that they
are not alone, but hundreds and thousands
of people are supporting them and caring to
see them succeed.

We're extremely thankful to the OU for
the support they give us from the revenue
from OU Kosher and more, which, baruch
Hashem, covers the overhead for all of OU
Israel. But we assure you that the donations
you send are going directly toward these
teens and toward the activities we’re doing
with these communities throughout Israel.
So I encourage you once again, as we think
of the holiday of Chanukah that’s about to
begin, and the light we’re able to bring our
community and ourselves through pirsumei
nisa, let us also show some light toward these
teens who really need us.

B’ezrat Hashem, let’s make sure we allow



our teenagers to dream, and allow ourselves
to dream. Through the support we give them,
the love we give them, and the advisors ded-
icating their days and lives, we will b’ezrat
Hashem enable each and every teenager to
reach their full potential and be true leaders
of Klal Yisrael.
Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

L7
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

Israeli
Teens at Risk

Keren Malki empowers
families of children -
with special needs in -
- Israel to choose home
care. Donations are
~ tax-approved in Israel,
~ US and UK. {

Honoring the memory of |
Malka Chana Roth 1"
1985-2001, killed in the °
Sbarro bombing. :

- @ kerenmalki.org
| ®02-567-0602
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RABBI MOSHE HAUER ZT"L 4

ORTHODOX
J UNION -3
Enhancing Jewish Life

A Chanukah Message: When
Intellect Lacks Character

From the archives: This article, published
on December 7, 2023, was written a few
days after Rabbi Hauer testified to con-
gress on the state of antisemitism on
college campuses. Here he demonstrates
the root of higher education’s failure in
the story of Chanukah.

On August 31, 1837, Ralph Waldo Emerson
gave an epic address at Harvard University in
which he said, “character is higher than intel-
lect.” Those five words should guide the pres-
idents of Harvard, Penn, and MIT and their
colleagues as they attempt to dig themselves
out from their shameless and disastrous tes-
timony to Congress and find the path forward

N0 0U

OU Israel sends our
sincere wishes of nechama to our
esteemed Senior Faculty Member
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler and family
on the passing of his beloved mother

Mrs. Sonja Adler a’h

May the entire mishpacha
find comfort among all those who
mourn for Zion and Yerushalayim
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for American “higher” education.

Decades before the current tsunami of
university antisemitism, Harvard professor
Dr. Robert Coles used Emerson’s phrase
to diagnose the problem he was already
observing in universities. “Institutions orig-
inally founded to teach their students how to
become good and decent, as well as broadly
and deeply literate, may abandon the first
mission to concentrate on a driven, narrow
book learning--a course of study in no way
intent on making a connection between ideas
and theories on one hand and, on the other,
our lives as we actually live them.”

Knowledge must never be divorced from
values. The United States is an international
leader in science, technology, and medicine,
yet we consider our primary contribution
to the world the American values of human
dignity, justice, and freedom. When we worry
about China or Russia winning the race to
Mars or to energy independence, it is not only
our national pride that is at stake. We are
fearful of seeing that powerful knowledge
in the wrong hands.

We have that same fear today as we
observe the hateful rhetoric and chants fill-
ing the classrooms and quads of America’s
leading universities. We are horrified by the
character and values of those claiming the



knowledge and pedigree provided by these
institutions and we are fearful of what their
future as civic, scientific, and political leaders
portends for this country.

American Jews have been on the vanguard
of fighting for liberal values. Jews will be
the last to shut down academic debate or
to exclude anyone’s perspective from the
classroom. Jewish tradition celebrates vig-
orous intellectual argument as essential to the
pursuit of truth, but it insists that knowledge
must never be divorced from values. The
Talmud (Kiddushin 31b) synthesized these
ideals elegantly and practically when it noted
that father and son, teacher and student, may
argue like enemies in their determined pur-
suit of truth but will not leave the study hall
until their love for each other is made clear.
That vision of academic debate bears not
the slightest resemblance to the poisonous
rhetoric of teachers and students that have
made these university environments hostile
to Jews. As the prophet Zacharia urged, we
must find room in our hearts and minds to
love both truth and peace.

This emphasis on the fusion of intellect and
character lies at the heart of the story of Cha-
nuka, when the Jewish people encountered
the Greeks, a nation similarly preoccupied
with the quest for knowledge. Yet the Greek

In loving memory of
our dear daughter and sister

DAPHNA MINTZ v~

on her 27" yahrzeit
She died at the tender age of 15
V”7IYN I VD - T'PYWN YD

Yaacov and Dina
Avi, Shlomit and families

intellectual pursuits came along with bla-
tantly immoral interests and practices that
ultimately led the Jewish people to rebel
against them. In one such ugly display, Greek
rulers demanded Prima Nocta, where every
new bride would lie first with the governor.
While many Jews of the time were initially
taken in by the Greeks’ parallel pursuit of
knowledge, we were jolted back to reality
by their bifurcation of that knowledge from
basic morality and values.

The Chanukah candles provide a stark
reminder that knowledge alone casts a dark
and menacing shadow but when fused with
values provides much light. That light can
chase away the darkness and confusion cur-
rently enveloping our university campuses
and their leadership and move them away
from their spineless and valueless equivo-
cation to instead guide their institutions to
provide a genuinely higher education, staffed
and led by men and women who are not just
good teachers but good examples, educating
their students to be good and decent, and
building a future that reflects the prioritiza-
tion of character over intellect. m

Lenny Davidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congresses &
Tours in Isracl

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LDevents.com
O54-557-2101
Lenny@LPEvents.com
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Benaya: Building Strong Families for the Future

0OU Israel’s Benaya program supports young couples who grew up in challenging environments and are
now committed ta building healthy, stable Jewish homes. One ar both spouses in each couple is an alumni
of The Pearl and Harold Jacobs Zula Outreach Center, the place that gave them mentorship, emotional
support, and tools for growth during their teenage years. As they transition into marriage, Benaya
continues that support by offering quidance in communication, financial literacy, emotional resilience,
and practical skills for marriage and family life. For many couples, Benaya is the first time they experience
a supportive community that understands their background and believes in their future and the home
that they are building together.

Last week in Yerushalayim, eighteen young couples gathered for the opening session of the new Benaya
series. These couples chase to take responsibility for their relationship and the home they are building so
they turned to the one place they know that they will be supported and understood. Together they explored
financial balance in the household, shared their hopes for the future, and discussed how to bring both
spiritual and material abundance inta their lives. Yaakov Etzion, a well-known financial coach who has
worked with Benaya for three years, gave a powerful and practical workshop that left the couples inspired.

Benaya will accompany these couples for the next year through a full series of workshops and individual
meetings, giving them the tools and support they need to build their home with clarity, balance, and resilience.

Each week we will share ane of OU Israel’s impactful programs helping English speaking olim with their klita
and impacting lsraeli society.
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Just as Yosef’s dreams
came true, so could yours!
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A small Sefer Torah with its
own Aron Kodesh is available to
shiva houses or for any other
hecessary occasion on a
temporary free-loan basis.

If needed call Uri Hirsch:
0545513173

Are you thinking about

RENOVATING? NEW CONSTRUCTION?
SYG Civil Engineering
Design | Management | Supervision
054-4557376 simong1080@gmail.com

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilied
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658
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+ Expertise in pain-free A flawless smile assured.
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ready te meet all your dental needs

implants.
+ Reot Canal Treatment
« Dental Braces

+ Digital imaging
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

'PARSHAT VAYEISHEV

The story of Yosef beginning in Parshat
Vayeishev is of the most beloved stories of
the Torah.

Yaakov settles, finally, in the Land of Israel.
Yosef is favored. Yosef has 2 dreams. Yaakov
sends Yosef to inquire of his brother’s wel-
fare. The brothers sell Yosef to merchants
traveling to Egypt. Yehuda is confronted
by Tamar and accepts responsibility. Yosef
achieves great success as a servant to Poti-
phar. After being framed by Potiphar’s wife,
Yosef ends up in jail. His success continues
in jail. He interprets the dreams of the butler
and baker but remains in jail.

”/‘ 1ST ALIYA (37:1-12)
’/&0‘ Yaakov settles in the Land of

Israel. Yosef, 17, brings negative
reports of his brothers to his father. Yaakov
loves Yosef. He gives him a special coat, pro-
voking the jealousy of his brothers. Yosef has
2 dreams. The brothers are gathering sheaves
of wheat; their sheaves gather around and
bow to Yosef’s. The sun, moon and 11 stars
bow to him. The brothers feel hatred. Yaa-
kov, while criticizing Yosef, takes note of the
dreams.

The first verse serves as an introduction.
By using 2 different words for settling, the
Torah is hinting at a difference. “Yaakov
settled in the Land of his father’s sojourn-
ing.” As if to say: Yaakov settled where they
sojourned. Avraham described himself as a
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“ger v’toshav”; I live here but I am an out-
sider. Yaakov is doing what Avraham and
Yitzchak did not; I am settling where you
only sojourned.

I am going to settle here, in my own Land.
Avraham was promised the Land of Israel.
And that his children would be strangers in
a strange land, returning wealthy to Israel.
Yaakov figures, “hey, that was me. I was the
stranger in a strange land. Long years with
Lavan. Returned wealthy. Now on to the next
stage of Jewish history: settling and ruling
this Land”.

The time to settle and eventually rule this
Land has arrived. Building a state requires
an economic change, from shepherding to
farming. A state cannot be built by shepherds:
agriculture roots one in the land and can sus-
tain a nation. And rule requires power. That
is what my father, Yitzchak blessed me with;
agricultural abundance and power. But, as
I told Esav, the blessing was a dud, because
I never achieved agricultural success, nor
power.

When Yosef dreams not of sheep but of
bundles of wheat, Yaakov’s ears perk up. Why
a dream of wheat when we are shepherds?
Is this a new world dawning?

And then a dream of power, of the sun,
moon and stars. Is this a Divine message,
through dreams, that the promise of the
Land is about to happen, with agriculture and
power facilitating the building of our nation?

Yaakov takes note of these dreams. Because
it is the blessing he received from his father.



That contested blessing that he stole from
Esav was this very thing; “you will have
much grain and wine, nations will serve you,
your brothers will bow to you”. Agricultural
abundance, power and position in the family.
Yaakov must have been shocked that Yosef
would have the very dreams that he, Yaakov,
had received as a blessing. The sheaves are
agricultural abundance, the bowing is power,
and the brothers bowing to him is dominance
in the family.

"/“ 2ND ALIYA (37:13-22)
K’) Yaakov sends Yosef to inquire of

the welfare of his brothers. A man
directs him to Dotan. The brothers plot to kill
Yosef and put an end to his dreams. Reuven
objects to spilling his blood, suggesting to
merely throw him into a pit. He saves Yosef,
hoping to return him to his father.

Brothers wanting to kill their brother? This
is unprecedented. Well, except for the first
brothers in the Torah, Cain and Abel. Oh, and
also Esav wanting to kill Yaakov.

And the irony. In the terrible rape of Dinah,
after Shimon and Levi killed all the men, the
story ended with a rhetorical question: shall
our sister be made a harlot? Meaning, siblings
stand up for each other. We cannot stand by
and see our sister demeaned. Brothers stand
up for each other. And then the brothers want
to kill Yosef. What happened to brothers
standing up for each other? What an irony.

"/‘ 3RD ALIYA (37:23-36)
'/k\O} Yosef is stripped of his coat,

thrown in an empty cistern. Mer-
chants appear. Yehuda objects to killing their
brother, convincing the others to sell Yosef
to these merchants. Yosefis sold to the mer-
chants and brought to Egypt. Reuven finds the
cistern empty and rends his garments. Yosef’s

coat is dipped in blood, brought to Yaakov.
Yaakov rips his clothes and is inconsolable.
Yosef ends up in the home of Potiphar.

Yosef dreamed of the sun, moon and stars -
as high as you can get — and ends in the pit, as
low as you can get. Yaakov, who dreamt of a
ladder ascending to the heavens, now says he
will “sink to the netherworld in mourning”.

Yaakov deceived Yitzchak who could not
see; Yaakov himself was deceived by Lavan
in the night when he could not see that it
was Leah and not Rachel. And again, Yaakov
deceived Yitzchak with goatskin on his arms;
Yaakov is deceived by Yosef’s coat dipped in
goat’s blood.

Judgement of the actions of the Avot is
rarely stated directly, but rather is com-
municated by the story. What goes around,
comes around. And that is a way of passing
judgement; you got what you deserved.

”/‘ 4TH ALIYA (38:1-30)
K" Yehuda descends. He has 3 sons.

One son marries Tamar and dies,
as does the second. He delays the 3rd son
from marrying her. Tamar disguises herself.
She becomes pregnant from Yehuda. Yehuda
orders her to be put to death. She sends his
identifying possessions. Yehuda admits. She
has twins, Peretz and Zerach.

This story of Yehuda is crucial in his
position in the family. Each of those ahead
of Yehuda have acted in a way to damage
their claim to the position of first-born, the
position of the head of the family. Reuven was
the first born but lay with his father’s wife.
Shimon and Levi angered Yaakov by their
savage murder of all the men of Shechem.
Yehuda is the next in line.

Well, unless Yaakov meant to appoint
Yosef as the official first born by giving him
OU ISRAEL CENTER 13



the coat. After all, Yosef is the first born of
the favorite wife, Rachel. Are you allowed
to subvert the actual first born, of the less
favored wife, for the first born of the more
favored wife? The Torah will later command
explicitly against that.

In a profound story of fault but acceptance
of responsibility, here Yehuda corrects his
deficiency when he allows Yosef to be thrown
in the pit. Yehuda did stand up; let’s not kill
him, let’s sell him. That certainly was better
than killing him. But he really should have
objected more vociferously and said: “I will
not let you harm Yosef. I will return him to
Abba.”

Here he takes full responsibility. This is a
harbinger of the full acceptance of respon-
sibility he will demonstrate later in guaran-
teeing Binyamin’s return to Yaakov. Yehuda
earns monarchy not by being perfect but by
accepting responsibility, the true example for
all leaders; you will err, you will sin, but true
leadership is when you accept responsibility
not deflecting it.

%‘ 5TH ALIYA (39:1-6)

k\ ‘ Yosef descends to Egypt. G-d is
with Yosef and he is successful.

Yosef’s owner sees that G-d is with him
and that all he does G-d makes successful.
G-d blesses the master’s home because of
Yosef; all that is his in his home and field,
G-d blesses. He gives Yosef total control of
all that is his.

A little wee aliya of 6 verses. And G-d’s
name appears 6 times. G-d’s name did not
appear in the 66 verses until here in the
parsha (save for the death of the 2 sons of
Yehuda: “they did bad in the eyes of G-d”).
This is very similar to the absence of G-d in
the beginning of Sefer Shemot until He finally
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sees their affliction.

Man does just fine spiraling down all by
himself - Yosef at the hands of his brothers,
Yehuda with his mishandling of Tamar, the
Jews in Egypt at the hands of Paro. When he
hits bottom, G-d appears.

"‘ 6TH ALIYA (39:7-23)
k" Potiphar’s wife propositions

Yosef. Yosef resists, for as much as
he has complete authority in the home, this
would be a sin to G-d. With no one around,
she grabs him. He flees, leaving her holding
his garment. She frames Yosef as having
approached her. Yosef is thrown in jail. G-d
iskind to him and the jail keeper puts Yosef in
charge. All that he does, G-d makes successful.

Note the parallels: The brothers take Yosef’s
coat from him; Mrs. Potiphar is holding
Yosef’s garment. The brothers deceive their
father with the coat; Mrs. Potiphar deceives
her husband with the coat. Yosef is denied
freedom, sold by his brothers as a slave; Yosef
is denied freedom, ending up in jail.

From dreaming of the sun, moon and stars,
and brothers bowing to him, Yosef has gone
down to Egypt, down in status to a slave, and
now down yet again to jail.

"‘ 7TH ALIYA (40:1-23)
k\" The butler and baker of Paro

are jailed. Yosef takes care of
them. They dream. Yosef asks: tell me the
dreams for their explanations are to G-d.
The butler saw a fruitful vine, squeezing the
grapes into the cup of Paro. Yosef says: you
will be restored as butler. And, Yosef adds,
remember me when things are good again
and tell Paro, for I don’t deserve to be here.
The baker describes dreaming of bread on
his head. Yosef says: you will be hung. The
butler is restored. The baker is hung. The
butler forgets Yosef.



While the Yosef story moves quickly for us
the reader, years have passed. 2 years will
pass from the butler being restored until
Yosef interprets Paro’s dream next week. He
was 17 when the brothers sold him. Now he
is 28. He will be 30 when he interprets Paro’s
dreams.

And if Yosef is such a good interpreter of
dreams — well, he himself had dreams. What
does he make of his dreams? He dreamt of
the brother’s bundles of wheat bowing to
him. And of power, all bowing to him. Does
he mull over his dreams every once in a
while? Every week? Every day? He tells Paro
that having 2 dreams implies that they will
happen soon. He had 2 dreams. His dreams
didn’t happen soon. Does he think they will
still happen? After all, how soon is soon? A
few days? Or 25 years?

HAFTORAH: AMOS 2:6 -3:8

This week's haftorah contains an allusion
to the sale of Yosef by his brothers, which
was discussed in this week's Torah reading.

Amos opens with a rebuke to the Jewish
People. Hashem had been patient with them
notwithstanding their transgression of the
three cardinal sins — sexual impropriety,
idolatry and murder. Their fourth sin, how-
ever, crossed the line — the mistreatment of
the innocent, widows, orphans and the poor.

Hashem reminds Am Yisrael how He lov-
ingly took them out of Egypt and led them
through the desert for forty years and settled
them in the Holy Land. There, He bestowed
the gift of prophecy on some and inspired
others to become Nazirites. Yet the Jewish
people did not respond appropriately, giv-
ing wine to the Nazirites and instructing the

prophets not to prophesize.

The haftorah ends with an admonition
from Hashem, one that also recalls His eternal
love for His people: "Hearken to this word
which the Lord spoke about you, O children
of Israel, concerning the entire nation that
I brought up from the land of Egypt. 'Only
you did I love above all the families of the
earth; therefore, I will visit upon you all your
iniquities..." As opposed to other nations to
whom Hashem does not pay close attention,
Hashem's love for His nation causes Him to
punish them for their misdeeds, to cleanse
them and prod them back onto the path of
the just. m
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Envy is surely one of the most insidious
of human emotions. It is a self-destructive
emotion, because it often leads a person to act
against his own best interests, as he attempts
to redress the situation that caused him so
much envy. It is also damaging to relation-
ships with others and can have disastrous
social effects.

Our sages include envy, along with lust and
the search for glory, in their list of items that
are sure "to drive a person from this world."

That envy can lead to great national tragedy
is one of the lessons of Jewish history. This
week's Torah portion describes the deterio-
ration of a family brought about by the envy
that Joseph's brothers had toward him. This
envy led to the hatred which motivated them
to sell him into slavery.

Hatred between brothers, and the conse-
quences of this hatred, is sadly at the root of
Jewish history. Sinat chinam, unwarranted
hatred, remains a stubborn problem in the
ongoing story of our people.

Interestingly, the Talmud blames Jacob for
the brothers' treacherous deed, and for the
future course of the history of his descen-
dants. It comments:

"One should never favor one child over
his other children, for it was the mere two
shekels worth of silk, which Jacob gave to
Joseph over and above that which he gave to
18 TORAH TIDBITS 1639 / VAYEISHEV

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
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his other children, that caused the brothers
to be envious of him, leading eventually to
our forefathers' descent into Egypt."

The multicolored garment, with which
Jacob showed special favor to his son Joseph,
provoked the envy of the other brothers, and
the rest is Jewish history.

Can we discern any connection between
the favoritism demonstrated by Jacob, and
condemned by our sages, and the festive
holiday of Chanukah?

I think we can, and I share this admittedly
novel idea with you, dear reader.

The central mitzvah of Chanukah is, of
course, the lighting of candles each of the
eight nights. Strictly speaking, this mitzvah
can be fulfilled by the head of the house-
hold lighting a single candle on behalf of
the entire family—ner ish u'beito, a candle
for the master of the house on behalf of the
entire household.

However, the prevalent custom is that every
member of the family, every child, every
boarder, and every guest kindles his or her
own menorah. No favorites here. Everyone
gets to light a menorah.

Can it be that this custom arose as an anti-
dote to the tendency some parents have to
play favorites among their children? Can it
be that the central message of Chanukah is
that all children have an equal role to play



in this holiday, and, moreover, in the very
destiny of the Jewish people?

I have found no source in our literature for
this interpretation. But nonetheless, it feels
right to me. I personally find it dramatically
significant that on the very Sabbath in which
we read of how Jacob singled out Joseph
from his other children, we also celebrate
Chanukah and light candles in a manner in
which no one child is singled out as superior,
in which all have an equal share.

The lessons of Chanukah are many, and
perhaps in future columns I will explore
some of them with you.

But here is a novel lesson, and a very
important one. Envy can wreak havoc in
a family. One way for parents to avoid this
poisonous emotion is by treating all their chil-
dren fairly and equally, and not by playing
favorites.

One of the wise sayings of Ben Sira, the
Jewish sage whose work did not quite make
it into the Bible, but which has much to teach
us, is that "envy and wrath shorten life..."

Wise parents will take this lesson to heart
and not discriminate among their children.
Instead, they will learn the lesson of Chanu-
kah and give all children an equal role in
celebrating this beautiful holiday, the "festival
of lights."

I'would like to take this opportunity to wish
everyone a Happy Chanukah!
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Yosef HaTzadik?

As a rule, the Torah does not offer biog-
raphies. We are given sparse information
concerning our Biblical heroes. Hashem
only reveals what He feels we need to know.

Yosef, however, is an exception. As his story
unfolds, we are granted an unusually clear
glimpse into the character of this hero. The
picture that emerges, however, is complex
and seemingly contradictory.

On the one hand, “handsome of form and
handsome of appearance,” Yosef is appar-
ently a personally engaging and naturally
successful individual. He clearly knows how
“to win friends and influence people”.

As his father’s favorite; as a slave who earns
the complete trust of his master; as a prisoner
who becomes assistant to the jailkeeper; as an
inmate who is summarily snatched from the
dungeon for an appearance before Pharaoh,
and then is, just as suddenly, appointed the
king’s second in command...nothing, not
even the most powerful of setbacks, can stop
Yosef’s repeated rise to prominence.

Wherever Yosef is placed and whatever
situation he finds himself in, he rises to the
top.

On the other hand, this highly successful,
engaging man is guilty of questionable behav-
ior, specifically towards his own family.

Seemingly oblivious to his brothers’ antag-
onism, he exacerbates matters by delivering
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negative reports concerning their behavior
to Yaakov. He then further enrages his sib-
lings by sharing with them, on two separate
occasions, the content of dreams that reflect
his superiority over them.

When Yosef’s brothers descend into Egypt
to procure supplies in the face of famine,
Yosef deliberately hides his true identity. He
then proceeds to put his brothers through a
carefully planned series of painful and fright-
ening experiences. Only when Yehuda rises
in defense of his youngest brother, Binyamin,
does Yosef finally disclose the truth?.

Further complicating an already compli-
cated picture, Rabbinic tradition portrays
Yosef, both in his early years and later in the
house of Potiphar as vain and overly con-
cerned about his appearance. The Midrash
also finds Yosef guilty of relying too much
upon the actions of man rather than trusting
in God.

How then does history judge Yosef? What
is the final verdict concerning this most com-
plex and self-contradictory Biblical figure?

From a Rabbinic perspective, the answer is
resoundingly clear. In the Talmud, Midrash,
and throughout Rabbinic literature, Yosef is
afforded a title awarded only to a very select
few.

1. The many explanations for Yosef’s behavior
at this point in the story do not negate the pain
that he clearly causes his brothers.



Yosef is simply "Yosef Hatzadik- Yosef the
Righteous."

And we are forced to ask: By what merit
does Yosef earn this singular title? Yosef’s
rejection of Potiphar’s wife certainly dis-
played both courage and moral fiber. Was
this one event, however, enough to earn him
the title of Yosef Hatzadik?

I'would suggest that only by viewing Yosef’s
story as a whole- against the backdrop of
one critical phenomenon- can we begin to
appreciate the true nature and full extent of
his “righteousness.”

A momentous yet subtle change takes place
in God’s relationship with man when Yosef
appears on the scene.

Suddenly, God stops talking.

For the first time since His commandment
to Avraham launched the opening chapters of
Jewish history, God is silent.

God commanded, taught, instructed and
reassured Yosef’s predecessors- Avraham,
Yitzchak and Yaakov- at critical junctures of
their lives. The Patriarchs not only knew of
God's existence through firsthand experience;
they were also keenly aware of His personal
relationship with them.

In stark contrast, when Yosef is violently
thrust into the pit by his brothers, the God
who reassured his father at Beit El doesn't
say a word; When Yosef faces overwhelming
challenge in the house of Potiphar, God seems
nowhere to be found; When Yosef is thrown
into prison, alone and in an alien country,
God does not comfort him; And when Yosef
has his audience with Pharaoh, God does not
tell him what to do or say.

Even Yosef’s dreams, and the dreams of
others that he interprets, are substantially
different from those of his predecessors. At
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no point, in the dreams of the Yosef story,
does God appear or even speak. Yosef finds
the future hidden within symbolism and
riddle, accessible only through analysis and
interpretation. Yosef, under the most trying of
circumstances, must find his way on his own.

How, then, does Yosef react to God's appar-
ent absence and resounding silence?

The evidence of the text is clear: Astound-
ingly, Yosef responds to God’s silence by delib-
erately bringing God into the picture over and
over again.

When confronted with the attempted
seduction by Potiphar’s wife, Yosef openly
refuses to submit lest he “sin against God.”

When approached in jail by the butler and
the baker for interpretation of their dreams,
Yosef states, “Do not interpretations belong to
God? Please tell them [the dreams] to me.”

When he stands face to face with the ter-
rifying might of Pharaoh, Yosef responds to
the king’s request for dream interpretation
by declaring, “That is beyond my reach, God
will respond, to grant Pharaoh peace. He then
repeatedly proceeds to reference “God” in his
actual interpretation of the king’s dreams.

And when his brothers stand trembling
before him, he reassures them by insisting,
“And now do not be aggrieved, and do not
remonstrate yourselves for having sold me
here, for it was to sustain life that God has
sent me before you.” He then, once again,
repeatedly refers to God and God’s plan in
subsequent conversations with his father
and brothers.

Yosef's words reflect an astounding ability
to look back upon the trajectory of his life
and to see in it God's guiding hand. From the
perspective of Yosef Hatzadik, nothing has
happened by coincidence. His wrenching
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sale into bondage, his lonely years in prison,
his rise to power, have all been for a higher
purpose. As far as Yosef is concerned, God has
been present, albeit silent, throughout his life.

We arrive, then, not only at an under-
standing of Yosef's greatness, but also at an
understanding of how that greatness clearly
speaks to us. Yosef'is a Tzadik because he is
the first of our ancestors to maintain his faith
while living in a "non-prophetic era™- an era
when God is silent. Yosef is the Biblical figure
whose life experience most closely mirrors
our own.

Like Yosef, we live in non-prophetic
times. Our challenge? To perceive Hashem’s
presence in our lives and to act upon His
will without clear Divine direction. As the
upcoming Festival of Chanukah testifies, this
challenge is centuries old. We have survived
as a people only because heroes like Mati-
tyahu saw a path forward and acted on their
own, to fulfill God’s will. We are here today
because they felt Hashem’s presence in their
lives, even in a time of silence.

From Yosef, to the Chashmonaim, to the
soldiers of the IDF, our challenge has been
constant. May we, in our own turbulent times,
continue to see the Hand of Heaven in our
lives. And may we find the wisdom to hear
Hashem’s voice, even when He is silent. m

Rabbi Goldin is the author of the
OU Press volumes "Unlocking the Torah Text,"
and "Unlocking the Haggada."
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The Furniture Doctor will be RETIRING

Professional Services and Repairs since 1898
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Refusing Comfort,
Keeping Hope

The deception has taken place. Joseph
has been sold into slavery. His brothers dip
his coat in blood. They bring it back to their
father, saying: “Look what we have found.
Do you recognise it? Is this your son’s robe
or not?” Jacob recognises it and replies, “It
is my son’s robe. A wild beast has devoured
him. Joseph has been torn to pieces.” We
then read:

Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his
loins, and mourned his son for many days.
All his sons and daughters tried to comfort
him, but he refused to be comforted and said,
“I'will go down to the grave [Sheol] mourning
for my son. His father wept for him.” (Gen.
37:34-35)

There are laws in Judaism about the limits
of grief — shiva, sheloshim, a year. There is no
such thing as a bereavement for which grief
is endless. The Talmud says that God admon-
ishes one who weeps beyond the appointed
time, “You are not more compassionate than
1.”* And yet Jacob refuses to be comforted.

A Midrash gives a remarkable explanation.

1. Mo’ed Katan 27b.
24 TORAH TIDBITS 1639 / VAYEISHEV

“One can be comforted for one who is dead,
but not for one who is still living,” it says. In
other words, Jacob refused to be comforted
because he had not yet given up hope that
Joseph was still alive. That, tragically, is the
fate of those who have lost members of their
family (the parents of soldiers missing in
action, for example) but have as yet no proof
that they are dead. They cannot go through
the normal stages of mourning because they
cannot abandon the possibility that the miss-
ing person is still capable of being rescued.
Their continuing anguish is a form of loyalty;
to give up, to mourn, to be reconciled to loss
is a kind of betrayal. In such cases, grief lacks
closure. To refuse to be comforted is to refuse
to give up hope.

Yet on what basis did Jacob continue to
hope? Surely he had recognised Joseph’s
blood-stained coat — he said explicitly, “It is
my son’s robe! A wild animal must have eaten
him! Yosef has been torn limb from limb!” Do
these words not mean that he had accepted
that Joseph was dead?

The late David Daube made a suggestion



that I find convincing.2 The words the sons
say to Jacob — haker na, literally “identify it
please” — have a quasi-legal connotation.
Daube relates this passage to another, with
which it has close linguistic parallels:

If a man gives a donkey, an 0%, a sheep,
or any other animal to his neighbour for
safekeeping, and it dies or is injured or is
taken away while no one is looking, the issue
between them will be settled by the taking of
an oath before the Lord that the neighbour
did not lay hands on the other person’s prop-
erty...If it [the animal] was torn to pieces by
a wild animal, he shall bring the remains as
evidence and he will not be required to pay
for the torn animal. (Exodus 22:10-13)

The issue at stake is the extent of respon-
sibility borne by a guardian (shomer). If the
animal is lost through negligence, the guard-
ian is at fault and must make good the loss. If
there is no negligence, merely force majeure,
an unavoidable, unforeseeable accident, the
guardian is exempt from blame. One such
case is where the loss has been caused by a
wild animal. The wording in the law — tarof
yitaref, “torn to pieces” — exactly parallels
Jacob’s judgment in the case of Joseph: tarof
toraf Yosef, “Joseph has been torn to pieces/
limb from limb.”

We know that some such law existed prior
to the giving of the Torah. Jacob himself
says to Laban, whose flocks and herds had
been placed in his charge, “I did not bring
you animals torn by wild beasts; I bore the
loss myself” (Gen. 31:39). This implies that
guardians even then were exempt from
responsibility for the damage caused by wild
animals. We also know that an elder brother

2. David Daube, Studies in Biblical Law,
Cambridge: University Press, 1947.
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Amazing stand alone homes in
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY
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Ganei Tzion project on
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125 sgm with 4 bedrooms
(one is a safe room)
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2 Shabbat elevators
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BAKA penthouse.
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Renovated.
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carried a similar responsibility for the fate of
a younger brother placed in his charge, as, for
example, when the two were alone together.
That is the significance of Cain’s denial when
confronted by God as to the fate of Abel: “Am
I my brother’s keeper [shomer]?” (Gen. 4:9)

We now understand a series of nuances in
the encounter between Jacob and his sons
upon their return without Joseph. Normally
they would be held responsible for their
younger brother’s disappearance. To avoid
this, as in the case of later biblical law, they
“bring the remains as evidence.” If those
remains show signs of an attack by a wild
animal, they must — by virtue of the law then
operative — be held innocent. Their request to
Jacob, haker na, must be construed as a legal
request, meaning, “Examine the evidence.”
Jacob has no alternative but to do so, and by

Dr. Harry Weisman

Former Assist. Clinical
Professor of Medicine,
UCLA School of Medicine;
Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism

Author of F
The 18% Solution - ~y
Lose 18% of Your

weight in 18 Weeks

Weight loss Consultation

+972 53 472 2159
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virtue of what he has seen, to acquit them.
A judge, however, may be forced to acquit
someone accused of a crime because the evi-
dence is insufficient to justify a conviction,
while still retaining lingering private doubts.
So Jacob was forced to find his sons innocent,
without necessarily trusting what they said.
In fact Jacob did not believe it, and his refusal
to be comforted shows that he was uncon-
vinced. He continued to hope that Joseph was
still alive. That hope was eventually justified:
Joseph was still alive, and father and son were
ultimately reunited.

The refusal to be comforted sounded more
than once in Jewish history. The prophet Jer-
emiah heard it in a later age:

This is what the Lord says: “A voice is heard
in Ramah, Mourning and great weeping,
Rachel weeping for her children Refusing to
be comforted, Because her children are no
more.” This is what the Lord says: “Restrain
your voice from weeping, And your eyes from
tears, For your work will be rewarded,” says
the Lord. “They will return from the land of
the enemy. So there is hope for your future,”
declares the Lord, “Your children will return
to their own land.” (Jeremiah 31:15-17)

Why was Jeremiah sure that Jews would
return? Because they refused to be comforted
- meaning, they refused to give up hope.

So it was during the Babylonian exile, as
articulated in one of the most paradigmatic
expressions of the refusal to be comforted:

By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept,

As we remembered Zion... How can we
sing the songs of the Lord in a strange land?
If I forget you, O Jerusalem, May my right
hand forget [its skill], May my tongue cling to
the roof of my mouth, If I do not remember
you, If I do not consider Jerusalem above my



highest joy. (Psalms 137:1-6)

It is said that Napoleon, passing a syna-
gogue on the fast day of Tisha b’Av, heard
the sounds of lamentation. “What are the
Jews crying for?” he asked one of his officers.
“For Jerusalem,” the soldier replied. “How
long ago did they lose it?” “More than 1,700
hundred years.” “A people who can mourn
for Jerusalem so long, will one day have it
restored to them,” the emperor is reputed
to have replied.

Jews are the people who refused to be
comforted because they never gave up
hope. Jacob did eventually see Joseph again.
Rachel’s children did return to the land. Jeru-
salem is once again the Jewish home. All the
evidence may suggest otherwise: it may seem
to signify irretrievable loss, a decree of history
that cannot be overturned, a fate that must
be accepted.

Jews never believed the evidence because
they had something else to set against it —
a faith, a trust, an unbreakable hope that
proved stronger than historical inevitability.
It is not too much to say that Jewish survival
was sustained in that hope. And that hope
came from a simple — or perhaps not so sim-
ple — phrase in the life of Jacob. He refused
to be comforted. And so — while we live in a
world still scarred by violence, poverty and
injustice — must we. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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FOR 2 rooms | 33 sqm registered in Tabu | Ground floor

Charming, renovated apartment in Nachlaot/Shaarei
Chesed — central, bright, and full of character.

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM
2 rooms| 45 sqm | Ground Floor

Full of Jerusalem charm, no stairs, private entrance. 5
sqm storage, shared yard, fantastic location!

2,100,000

3 rooms | 2.5 floors | 75 sqm

Rare 3-room apartment in Rehavia near Shaarei Chesed.
Bright, private, renovated, 2 sukkah balconies,

GIVAT MORDECHAI, JERUSALEM
98 sqm | 4 rooms | Balcony

Like-new apartment in Lev Ha'lr, Givat Mordechai —
central, quiet, and bright with an inner courtyard balcony.

3,690,000

3 rooms | Ground floor | 91 sqm

Upgraded apartment near Mahane Yehuda with 100 sqm
garden and sunroom. Excellent condition, move-in ready.

MITSPE YERICHO
7 rooms | 220 sqm | 3 floors

3-story home with rooftop and safe room.4 bedrooms,
solid build, expansion potential, ready to move in.

w3,800,000

4 Bedrooms | 126 sqm | 3rd floor

A lovely apartment on a quiet street, liclose to the sea,
synagogues, hotels, and restaurants.

ZAYIT , EFRAT
6 Bedrooms | 2.5 baths | 160 sqm

Renovated rooftop duplex , parking, two Sukkah balconies.
Modern living, expansion potential in a boutique building.

4,900,000

5 bedrooms | 3.5 baths | 216 sqm

Luxurious ?‘arden duplex, modern, bright, elegant, located
near the pool, gym, and Shirat David Synagogue

DEKEL, EFRAT
223 sqm | 6 Bedrooms | Spacious Cottage with attic

Separate rental unit, safe room, Bright living spaces, well-
kept garden, and prime location near parks, schools

4,700,000

6 bedrooms | Garden with sukkah | Parking

home with ing views.
Large kitchen & living room | Option to expand ‘basement.

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of
Zayit, Efrat. Spacious apartments, breathtaking views.

Estimated cost: w 1,990,000

For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with parking and sukkah balcony.

© +972 52-587-8788
‘Ml”%h@s office@noamhomes.com
- ) www.noamhomes.com

Real Estate Professionals
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For Sale in Efrat

Zayit:
2,590,000 NIS
1 1 ] »
] TV _]I;'r n Zayit: 2.180.000 M
Madar Law Office Zayit:
1,935,000 NIS
ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM .
Zayit:
Orit Madar, Adv. 3,550,000 NIS
Family Law and Mediation Dagan:
Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills 3.690.000 NIS
Dekel:
Yariv Madar, Adv. 3.19M
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice Te'ena: 3.290.000 M

Civil Litigation

For Sale in Alon Shvut:

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909
Madar@netvision.net.il

2,550,000 NIS

Struggling with Crohn’s Disease, Ulcerative Colitis (together known as Inflammatory
Bowel Disease or IBD), Irritable Bowel Syndrome, or Gastroparesis?

Are you tired of worrying every time you go out with family or friends?
It’s time to take control of your health.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Even if you have tried it all — diets, medications, supplements — and still don’t feel
better. It's not your fault. @
When your brain gets stuck in fight-or-flight, your body stays in “survival mode,”
keeping symptoms active no matter how healthy you eat.
The good news? You can calm your brain’s emergency response system and finally
help your body heal.

My programs have been put into 9 IBD Centers across the United States and
Canada including the Mayo Clinic, Vanderbilt University, UC San Diego and USC
and will helpyou Regain energy = Feelin control again

{1} Stop planning life around the bathroom
4" Reconnect with joy, travel, and relationships — without fear.

Reach out to me, Dr. Marci Reiss, DSW, at drmarcireiss@gmail.com
Watch my free webinar to see how: drmarciereiss.com/register
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

The Burden of Leadership

Parashat HaShavua this week is, perhaps,
the most painful and troubling one in all of
Sefer Breshit. Reading about the dissolution
of Ya’akov’s family — the sibling rivalries that
had the brothers throw Yosef into a pit, which
led to his enslavement and to the patriarch’s
unending grief — is a somber exercise, no
matter how many times we revisit the saga.

Interestingly, the departure of Yehuda from
his family soon after the sale of Yosef, part of
the “unraveling” of the family, was seen by
Chazal as a penalty for his failure to prevent
the brothers from harming their younger
sibling. This well-known statement of Chazal
[see Shmot Rabbah 42:3] has always disturbed
me. It was Yehudah, after all, who succeeded
in convincing the brothers not to kill Yosef. It
was he, therefore, who saved the life of Yosef.
Why then, would Chazal point to Yehudah as
the one who was punished for the brothers’

30 TORAH TIDBITS 1639 / VAYEISHEV

crime when, in fact, it was he who should have
been rewarded for his actions??!!

In a fascinating analysis of our haftarah
[Amos 2:6 — 3:8], Rav Moshe Lichtenstein
turns to the opening words of the selection
as the key in understanding the ancients' dis-
may in the behavior of Yehuda. After harshly
condemning the sinful ethos and immorality
of Israel’s neighbors (including the Kingdom
of Yehuda), the prophet calls out Shomron
for her misdeeds:

“They sell the righteous for silver - and
the poor for a pair of shoes. They yearn
that the dust of earth be on the head of the
poor - and twist the way of the humble”

Rav Lichtenstein sees in the words of Amos
that the corruption of the Northern Kingdom
was more than immoral acts, but as a reflec-
tion of the attitude that was prevalent within
the upper class - a depraved attitude toward
the oppressed, the indigent and the needy.
He sees the arrogance of the leadership and
the elitists as more than a lack of regard and
derision toward their brethren, but consider-
ing them as objects of manipulation. They did
not see the general public as equal brothers
but as tools to exploit, and means to advance,
their own stature within the community.

The message of Amos, therefore, fits well
to the sad story of the parasha.

The jealous and hateful behavior of



Ya’akov’s sons toward Yosef reflected more
than those emotions alone-it reflected the
self-same lack of regard to their brother...
and their father. Their desire to remove their
“dreamer of dreams” spoke loudly of their
desire to lord over, to control and to elevate
themselves in the eyes of others — especially
their father.

I'would suggest, therefore, that Chazal’s
focus on Yehuda for his seemingly courageous
act, was based upon their view that he was
THE leader of the clan. His “compromise” to
“merely” sell Yosef as a slave was not seen as a
heroic act but as confirmation of the brothers’
arrogant attitude to exploit Yosef for their own
needs: the removal of Ya’akov’s “favorite son”
would improve their position vis a vis their
father and their inheritance. Perhaps Chazal
targeted Yehudah due to the rebuke of Amos
who focused upon the leadership, the high
officers and the influencers who shaped and
impacted the very culture of the generation.

That is how they regarded Yehuda.

When Yehuda departed from his family,
our Rabbis spoke for the brothers by quot-
ing them as saying: “You told us to sell him!
Had you told us to return him back home-we
would have listened!!” A strange excuse for
those who - themselves - were going to kill
Yosef. But our ancient scholars might have
well seen in the words of our haftarah the
very message Hashem had was conveying
to all future generations:

To see all of Israel as brethren, to empathize
with the unfortunate....and to ensure that
their leaders inspire the same. ®

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

Sumptuous garden apartment talbieh, 230 sqm, 150
sqm private garden, very bright, high ceilings, fully
furnished with S-star hotel facilities

Luxurious 150 sqm apt in Baka with 2 Sukkah
balconies, 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, safe room,
full of light. Ready to move in
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room apts.
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residence in Rechavia, close to the Great Synagogue
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80-4767 WA: +972-26744000

Vv al-estate-jerusalem.co.il
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il
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In Parashat Vayeishev, we read of one of
the most painful moments in the Torah —
the sale of Yosef. Immediately following this
story, the Torah tells us that Yehuda left his
brothers and found a wife.

The Midrash (Bereshit Rabbah 85) offers
a fascinating perspective on this moment:
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“And it came to pass at that time,” Rabbi
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May the Torah learned
from this issue of Torah Tidbits be
in loving memory of and nnwin»y5
our beloved husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather
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Rudman, Rothkoff, Nizri,
Har Kochav and Finaret families
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Shmuel bar Nachman began (Jeremiah 29:11):
“For I know the thoughts.” The tribes were
busy selling Yosef, Yosef was busy with his
sackcloth and fasting, Reuven was busy with
his sackcloth and fasting, Yaakov was busy
with his sackcloth and fasting, Yehuda was
busy taking a wife for himself — and the Holy
One, blessed be He, was busy creating the light
of the King Messiah.

The Midrash paints a scene in which every
character is absorbed in response to the trag-
edy. The brothers are stricken with guilt for
selling Yosef. Reuven, who tried to save him,
regrets not insisting that they let him go free.
Yaakov blames himself for sending Yosef to
Shechem. Yosef himself mourns, feeling
perhaps that his own behavior provoked
his brothers’ jealousy.

Yet, in the midst of this national and famil-
ial grief, Yehuda leaves and gets married. On
the surface, this seems disturbing. Did Yehuda
not feel remorse? Why does the Midrash
contrast his marriage with everyone else’s
repentance?

The Hemdat Yamim, quoting Rav Sim-
cha Bunim of Peshischa, offers a profound
answer. Repentance (teshuva) is not meant
to paralyze us in sadness or guilt; it is meant
to inspire renewal and action. Feelings of
regret are only the beginning of teshuva. They
must lead to constructive change.

Yehuda, a natural leader, recognized that
he had failed to live up to his role. He should
have stood up more firmly to save Yosef. Now,
instead of remaining trapped in despair,



Yehuda sought a way forward. His response
was not only to repent, but to rebuild — to
take initiative, to create life, and to ensure that
from him would emerge a new generation
of leaders who could do better.

The Midrash concludes that God, too, was
“busy” — creating the light of Mashiach, who
would ultimately come from Yehuda’s lin-
eage. From Yehuda’s willingness to rebuild in
the wake of failure came the seed of redemp-
tion: “From Tamar came Oved, the father of
Yishai, the father of David.”

The Rebbe of Kutzk adds another dimen-
sion: Yehuda’s marriage symbolized a desire
to start life anew, to begin again from the
very first mitzvah — pru w’rvu, “be fruitful
and multiply.” After the darkness of the Yosef
episode, Yehuda longed to reenter the world
of mitzvot, to restart his spiritual life from

A Great
*:‘;4- InvestmentI
w ~ In process of |
c‘ Binui Pinui.

2650000 NIS | it

Reduced Price!
4,075,000 NIS

.Michael
054-473-0652

71Im

the beginning.

The story of Yehuda teaches a powerful
truth about the nature of teshuva. True
repentance is not defined by how long we
sit in sorrow, but by how courageously we
rise to rebuild.

Yehuda’s greatness lay not in avoiding
mistakes — he, like his brothers, failed. His
greatness lay in his response: he transformed
regret into renewal and guilt into growth.
While others mourned what had been lost,
Yehuda took the first step toward what could
yet be created. From that step — an act of
rebuilding when everything seemed broken
— came the spark of Mashiach, the eternal
light of hope.

When we stumble, may we remember
Yehuda’s example: Do not remain frozen in
regret. Begin again. Create. Build. Act.
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NORTH TALPIOT - Panoramic view of the
Old City, new, beautiful, 135m, 14m balcony,
3 en suite rooms, parking and storeroom.

6.700.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

CITY CENTER - Savion view, luxurious,
2 rooms, balcony, Shabbat elevator.

2.890.000 NIS MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - Arab house, garden apartment,
central & quiet, 180m, 220m garden.

11.800.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

GERMAN COLONY - 4 rooms,
370m garden, parking & storage room.

8.500.000 NIS MENDEL 0528980111

NORTH TALPIOT - New 180m, duplex,
penthouse, 40m terrace, panoramic view
of Old City, parking & storage room.

9.200.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

FOR RENT IN BAKA - 140m 2 duplex,
3 bedrooms, 2 large terraces, pastoral view,
Harakevet St. Available from 15/12/25

14.000NIS/MONTH MICHAEL 0523202488

ﬁ
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% SERVICE

Our Services:
* Plumbing & Clogged Drains

« Electrical Repairs

« Air Conditioning & Heating

* Leaks & Waterproofing

* Windows & Trissim

« Furniture assembly (IKEA)

« Bathroom and Kitchen

Upgrades

« Property Management & More!

CALL NOW

©Sening Jerysalem, Gush, RBS EtgarEstates.com

> /\

DR MARK ROTHMAN
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

39+ years of experience
Helping with:
Trauma
ADHD & LD
Marital Conflicts

Anxiety & Depression

Children, Gap Year Students, Young Adults & Couples
In person and online

o Gethelpisrael.com
( f;\‘:'\] Gottmanreferralnetwork.com

* ‘email: drrman@rogers.com
Call / WhatsApp 052-863-0795



ONE SALE. ONCE A YEAR.

2,000+ BRAND-NEW WIGS AT SALE PRICES

5 Gifts with every wig T

FOR MORE: WIGBOX.CO.IL/SALE w':'"

ngB OX © 02-376-2010 | Kiriyat Hamada 3, Entrance to Har Chotzvim, Jerusalem
ywavmnnwenonnn Sun-Thu: 8:30-21:30 | Fri: 8:30-11:30 | Sat night: One hour after Shabbat ends until 23:00



REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

Reuven’s
Return

After considerable deliberation, Yosef
is sold by his brothers to a caravan of Ish-
maelite traders. Reuven, however, was not
present at the time of the sale as the Torah
relates that he returned to the pit where he
suggested Yosef be held, in an attempt to
save him from being condemned to death.
“Vayashav Reuven el habor ve’hinei ein Yosef
babor vayikra et begadav — And Reuven
returned to the pit, and behold, Yosef was
no longer there. He rent his garments [in
grief].” (Bereisheet 37:29) Reuven expresses
his distress to his brothers, bemoaning the
loss of Yosef. Chazal teach, “Vayashav Reu-
ven — and Reuven returned - repented,” this
expression indicates that he was returning
from repenting for the sin he committed
by rearranging Yaakov Avinu’s bed into his
mother’s tent.

The Midrash relates, “Hashem proclaimed:
“Prior to you [Reuven] a man never sinned
before me and then repented, indeed, you
were the first to repent.” The Midrash con-
cludes, “Reuven’s descendant, Hoshea, will
also be one who will encourage others to do
teshuvah, saying, “Shuvah Yisrael.”” (Bere-
ishit Rabbah 84:18) Obviously we must ask,
we know there were others before Reuven,
such as Adam and Kayin, who sinned and
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did teshuvah. What then is the meaning of
the Midrash?

One approach is offered by Rav Yitzchak
Meir ben Menachem. Adam and Kayin
only engaged in teshuvah after Hashem
confronted them with their wrongdoing.
Hashem asked Adam if he ate from the tree,
Hashem asked Kayin where his brother was.
Hashem opened the conversation to guide
them to recognize their error and repent for
their sins. Reuven, however, was the first to
take initiative toward teshuvah, hence, the
language of the Midrash, “patachta,” you
“opened;” you identified your error and
took steps to repair it.

Rav Moshe Feiveitz zt’l in Siach Moshe
shares a different approach. Reuven genu-
inely believed that he acted appropriately
to protect his mother’s honor. Nevertheless,
after further contemplation, he realized his
wrongdoing and undertook the process to
make amends. Thus, he is described as the
first to do teshuvah “before Hashem,” since
his repentance was vis a vis his recognition
of the rupture in his relationship with
Hashem. Reuven is the model of one who
objectively examines his deeds and discerns
that what appeared to him as outstanding
conduct was indeed wanting in the eyes of
Hashem.

In Alei Shur, Rav Wolbe zt’l explains that
since we are created be’tzeelm Elokim — in
G-d’s image, we are connected to Hashem as
a shadow follows the movement of an object.
It is only our sins that creates a disruption



in this relationship, like something obstruct-
ing the source of light causing a shadow to
disappear. Viduy is the process by which we
can reconnect and repair our Divine bond.
Teshuvah is not a time bound mitzvah; each
day we can recreate the closeness between
us and Hashem. “Salachti Ke’devarecha —
I have forgiven according to your word.”
When we sincerely ask for forgiveness and
say, “Selach na — [Hashem] please forgive,”
and express the desire for a close relation-
ship, Hashem grants our request.

Reuven is the paradigm of one who
engages in honest introspection and does
teshuvah without prompting. He is the
example for us to increase our self-aware-
ness and continuously examine our ways,
working to strengthen and improve our
relationship with Hashem. m

THE LEAK
| DETECTIVES

Water Leaks? Mold and Mildew?
Peeling or Bubbling Paint?

* Infrared thermal imaging inspections.

* Certified professional trained inspectors.
* Comprehensive reports.

* Inspections for Insurance claims.

* Pipe cameras, Tracer gas.

» Acoustic testing, balloon tests and more.
- Waterproafing, plumbing, roofing.
- Inspection before purchase.

Caill today for a FREE

phane consultation

053-712-0322

Call now 077-9973185
www.daniels-assets.com
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PERFECTLY SITUATED ON A QUIET, ONE-WAY STREET,
JUST STEPS FROM THE LIVELY EMEK REFAIM
Offering a limited collection of boutique residences

For sale
In Arnona
5 Luxury apartments
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OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING EXCLUSIVE UNITS:
+ TWO SPACIOUS MINI PENTHOUSE OF 4-BEDROOMS EACH
+ A RARE PENTHOUSE WITH A PRIVATE POOL
+ A 3-BEDROOM UNIT WITH A SUCCAH BALCONY AND OPEN VIEWS

et
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A ONE-OF-A-KIND 210 SQM RESIDENCE
THIS EXCEPTIONAL HOME IS COMPOSED FROM THE SIZE OF
TWO SEPARATE APARTMENTS (2BR + 4BR) WITH TWO
PRIVATE ENTRANCES OFFERING MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY
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We urned Oh the‘Ligths'
o« The House Opens

8 Nights of Light, Culture and Community

Discover Beresheet and Come Celebrate Hanukkah with Us!
With Donuts, Indulgent Refreshments and a Special
Cultural Experience

Hanukkah Events at Beresheet

Mon, Dec 15th, 2025 Wed, Dec 17th, 2025

11:00 - "Yehuda 11:00 - "Hanukkah
Maccabee - Leader it4. | - Between Nation
of the Revolt" s & Religion"

Dr. Rivka Hagag : Rabbi Dr. Benny Lau

18:00 - Hanukka : 18:00 - Dance
Singing Evening , 3 Club with the
Rachel Hovav and Hora Gezer Band
Ofra Winker Suitable for all ages

“Free Admission | Registration required: ¥2349

BERESHEET ?.‘

The new senior living community
in e Jerosaleot s

Beresheet, Jerusalem Hills &




i Wheh awomanis refused a et, she
canfeel powerless. luse the strength

of halakha to ensure her voice is heard,

and to secure for her the freedom and
dignity every person deserves. ¥}
— Adv. Tehila Cohen, Rabbinical Court Advocate & Attorney,

Yad La'isha: The Monica Dennis Goldberg Legal Aid Center and
Hotline (Tehila’s son Yehuda z”I fell in battle in the Swords of Iron war)

OneLight. 2.
Many Faces.

Powered by 32 programs and institutions worldwide, Ohr Torah Stone shines the
singular light of Torah onto countless lives — responding to contemporary challenges
and opportunities through education, advocacy, outreach, and leadership.

0 O 0 @ O ots.org.il




SIMCHAT SHMUEL

As we look forward with anticipation and
prepare for Chanukah this coming week, I'd
like to reflect upon and offer a new perspective
on one of the most familiar concepts associ-
ated with Chanukah. We are all familiar with
the formula proscribed by halacha as to how
we are to kindle our Chanukah lights, by light-
ing one candle on the first night of Chanukah,
and adding one candle for each subsequent
night, in accordance with the opinion of Beit
Hillel, that one must always seek to increase
and ascend in holiness, rather than decrease-
maalin b'kodesh v'ein moridin.

The great Yerushalmi Mekubal, Rav Gam-
liel Rabinovitch shlita, explains that our
practice to increase in holiness by adding
one candle each night throughout the entire
eight nights of Chanukah actually serves as
powerful paradigm for the way in which we
are meant to grow in our Avodat Hashem.
Yiddishkeit is not an all or nothing enterprise,
spiritual growth needs to be incremental, one
step at a time, rather than running too fast.
Each step we take, must be given the chance
to take hold, before we take the next step.

It is interesting to note that there is an alter-
native version of the story of Chanukah which

HANDYMAN

Repairs - Painting - Electricity
Plumbing
Q@ Jerusalem & surrounding areas

Avraham
» 058-799-7833
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appears in the early rabbinic/midrashic
collection known as the Pesikta Rabbati. In
this account, upon entering the Beit Hamik-
dash, which was defiled by the Greeks, the
Chashmonaim find not a small jar of oil,
rather shmoneh shipudei barzel- eight
iron spears, which they bound together as
a makeshift menora and lit eight lights within
this makeshift menora.

In this version of the story, the Chash-
monaim find the Beit HaMikdash in a com-
plete state of impurity, and even the menora
was either destroyed or rendered impure
and unusable. In that challenging moment,
rather than despair, they found those eight
iron spears, weapons that had been used for
destruction and harm, the spoils of war, and
bound them together to restore light and holi-
ness within the walls of the Beit HaMikdash,
and the entire world.

Reb Tzadok HaKohain MiLublin zy'a,
points to this midrash, and suggests that the
eternal message of Chanukah is actually quite
clear-when there is a will, there always is a
way. When we put our minds and hearts to
serving Hashem, even in seemingly trying times
or difficult circurmstances, we can often find
new strength and discover new opportunities
to achieve and bring goodness into the world

Perhaps this depiction of what transpired
when the Chashmonaim re-entered the Beit
HaMikdash, is an even stronger illustration
of the halachic principle of maalin bkodesh
v'ein moridin-taking those weapons, those
vessels intended to cause harm, and elevating



those very vessels into something sacred, to
become the conduit to restore the lights of
holiness both within the Beit HaMikdash,and
subsequently the light that lives on through
each of our chanukiyot as well.

Ultimately the yom tov of Chanukah is
meant to inspire each of us to look at the
world through the proverbial lens of maalin
b’kodesh vein moridin- to seek opportunities
to transform that which might be mundane
or even profane, and elevate those very items
and circumstances and make them sacred.

May our Nerot Chanukah, inspire each of
us to see the great opportunities that exist
each and every day to experience growth
and transformation, to sanctify the mundane
and profane, and may we have the spiritual
strength to persevere and rise above any of
life's challenges, one step at a time, maalin
bkodesh v'ein moridin....Chanukah Sameach. m

M WOLGEL LAW
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American Immigration
& Naturalization Law

Michele Coven Wolgel

Us Citizenship for Children &
Grandchildren

Happy Ch_cmukkah!

r|_r|_r|_r|_| L _B B B |
www.wolgelaw.co.il
lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
Tel; 02 590 3444

facebook.com/uscitizenshipinf

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

LET YOUR JOURNEY
HOME BEGIN WITH US

FEATURED PROPERTIES
AND PROJECTS IN ISRAEL

HERZLIYA
e 7 min walk to IDC
¢ Fully renovated
¢ 3 bedrooms
¢ Parking & storage
e Currently rented
(V10,000/Month)

W4.95M / $1.52M

BEIT SHEMESH
¢ RBS Gimmel
¢ Duplex Garden Apt.
* 4 bedrooms
* 140 SQM built
¢ 120 SQM garden
¢ Rental unit

W4.3M / $1.32M

JERUSALEM
New project
Mekor Chaim
Garden units &
penthouses
Ready: 2028

2 bdrms starting at:

W3.5M / $1.08M

JERUSALEM
Mamilla

180 SQM

3 bedrooms

Pool

Doorman building
Prime Location

W15M / $4.61M

JERUSALEM
German Colony
Harakevet St.
New duplex!

2 large sukkah
terraces
Parking

W10.9M / $3.37M

CARMEI GAT
Fantastic presale
20% down
Garden units &
penthouses
Ready: 2029

3 bdrms starting at:

W2.2M / $680K

For many more opportunities
across Israel, please don’t
hesitate to get in touch.

£l +972-54-441-5704
! KimBashRealEstate.com g =) @
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PN\ BADERECH

o ; RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

Isaac Babel was a Russian journalist and
playwright, acclaimed as the greatest writer
of Russian Jewry. Conscripted as a soldier he
eventually became a correspondent in the
Russian cavalry, and later wrote of the hei-
nous exploits of the violent Cossacks in his
book, Red Cavalry. Professor Eli Weisel, zy’a,
often spoke of Babel’s ongoing crisis of iden-
tity and seeming appreciation for violence
and bloodthirst, and shared a story, related
by his talmid muvhak, Rav Dr. Ariel Burger:

While traveling across Poland and the
Ukraine with the Russian army, Babel’s
battalion arrived in the shtetl of Chernobyl.
While he was far from observance and Jewish
values, Babel had somehow not forgotten his
holy roots. Upon hearing there was a famous
Rabbi in the town, he decided he would go
‘set him straight’ and tell him that the world

=1
s

. o
7Ny At

Miriam Leichman, M.A.
Music Therapist
CBT & Arts Approacches

Helping children, teens & adults with:
= Anxiety » Confidence » Trauma
« Emotional regulation « Relationships

L1

Geva Binyamin / Zoom
052-829-7337 » miriam.leichman@gmail.com
www.miriam-music-therapy.com
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had evolved, that Jewish history was over and
religion was no longer relevant.

And so he set out to find Rebbe Shlomo Ben
Zion TwersKy, zy’a, the Chernobyler Rebbe.
The streets were empty, as all the Jews had
fled or were hiding from the ruthless Cos-
sacks. When he arrived at the home of the
Rebbe, it was eerily quiet. Going from room
to room, he found no one. Eventually, Babel
reached the study, and to his surprise, there
was the Rebbe, sitting peacefully, so com-
pletely engrossed in study that he didn’t even
notice his stare. After a few long minutes,
the Rebbe looked up from his sefer. Seeing
beneath the surface of Babel’s uniform, the
Rebbe smiled, and warmly asked, ‘My dear
Jew, what can I do for you?

Babel was completely stunned. Over-
whelmed by the presence and response of the
tzadik, the Russian officer forgot what he’d been
planning to say. Describing the experience,
he wrote ‘...Suddenly, a cry that was not mine
came out of my mouth... perhaps it was my
grandfather’s; I heard myself say, “Rebbe, bless
me with hislahavus, please give me fervor!”

MY MYyv2YI3 0P Ipy NITIN NN
0P N2 ..V NI NN PRI YT 0
{DIPARTON Y] DN2TIR
These are the generations of Yaakov: when
Yosef was seventeen years old, being a shep-
herd, he was with his brothers with the flocks,
and he was a lad... and Yosef brought evil
tales about them to their father. (37:2)
Our sedra thus begins by introducing the



generations of Yaakov, their dwellings and
journeys. At the same time, it pinpoints
what lies at the root of their wanderings and
descent to the depths of Mitzrayim — namely,
Yosef’s ‘disconnect’ from his family and com-
munity, and his being sold into slavery, exiled
when he was a mere seventeen years old.

Regarding the birth of Yosef earlier in Sefer
Bereishis, Rashi comments on the deep con-
nection between father and son and frames
the reason that Yosef is singled out as his
father’s ‘offspring’ or ‘generations’:

IR 2Py MR QPR TN T2 IYRD M)
PYINP PRI NIN) N7V 137

It came to pass when Rachel had borne
Yosef, that Yaakov said to Lavan, “Send me
away, and I will go to my place and to my
land.” (30:25)

On the other hand, Yosef’s separation and
descent is also the beginning of Am Yisrael’s
reunion and victorious ascent out of exile. In
our sedra, Rashi cites the pasuk in Sefer Ova-
diah (1:18), 7’21 NaN7 oY M2 WK 2Py’ M2 7P
W% wy, comparing Yosef to a flame ema-
nating from the fire of Yaakov, and likening
Eisav — representing the nations that exile us
and distance us from our souls’ purpose — to
stubble and straw. A fire (Yaakov) without a
flame (Yosef) does not burn anything (Eisav)
at a distance (our lowly exile).

Rashi continues:
oY ToNWN ,iMNMY KW IPR NINY XY WN

WY NN N”2pna APy’ NLA

“A fire without a focused flame is ineffec-
tive”; it is only the flame of Yosef which is
Sholeit m’rachok, capable of controlling and
ruling over distances, and this is the flame
that will eventually consume ‘Eisav’. In the
presence of this flame, Yaakov himself is
motivated to part with Lavan and return

BenZimra =

REAL ESTATE

The best deals in Jerusalem

FOR SALE

OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO THE SAN SIMON PARK
Nice 3.5 rooms, 70m, first floor of Arabic style buiding,
good shape, balcony, sunny, quiet, 3,190,000 NIS

GREAT OPPORTUNITY ON RACHEL IMEINU ST.
Nice 4 rooms, 80m neto, in an Arabic style building
with Shabbat elevator, sukkah balcony, master
bedroom, sunny, quiet, exclusive, 3,400,000 NIS

RECHAVIA

Large 4.5 rooms, 120m, ground floor of a stylish
building, 2 balconies with a possible exit to garden,
for renovation with great potential, high ceilings,

3 directions, mamad, exclusive, 5,300,000 NIS

CHARMING CORNER IN GERMAN COLONY
WITH GARDEN - Great 5 room apt, 180m, 140m
private garden, in a modern building, large living
room, master bedroom, bright, quiet, storage room,
private parking. RARE!

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem

Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

home to his Land.

As the Sfas Emes explains, the “eish of Yaa-
kov” is a metaphor for the fire of Torah, while
the levhavah, the flame of Yosef, is the hislaha-
vus, the passion and enthusiasm we cultivate
in our Torah study and fulfilment of its mitzvos.

Sometimes one may feel far removed from
mitzvah observance and see ourselves as
living in a way which is not ideal. We may

Arthur Samuels, DPM

I

PODIATRIST
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' | Licensed in Israel
" & America
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#ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com

CINEMA CITY MALL, JERUSALEM
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feel alienated or even exiled from aspects of
Yidishkeit or communal life, distant from his-
lahavus in Torah study or mitzvos. However,
the more removed from someone or some-
thing that our soul truly loves and desires,
the more we may long for reconnection and
reunion. This is the expression of the flame of
Yosef, representing the lehavah that is sholeit
m’rachok, that reaches and rules over great
distances. No matter how far we may feel, the
fire of our Jewish soul continues to burn, and
can emanate forth like a flame to consume
our exile and illuminate the darkness.

This week we prepare to reveal the pow-
erful flames of Chanukah.

Our Sages explain that the Divine light, the
presence of the Shechinah, doe s not express
itself in this world nwyn non?, “beneath ten
tefachim from the ground”, however, on Cha-
nukah, the Divine light does descends below
ten tefachim, reaching the lowest places and
illuminate every forgotten corner and crevice.
According to Kabalistic tradition, the menorah
is placed below ten tefachim, to represent the
spiritual poverty and fallen, exiled state of
Klal Yisrael at the time of Chanukah. Count-
less Jews had become Hellenized, assimilating
into Greek culture, the Beis haMikdash had
been impurified and they even seemed to
appreciate that. Indeed, it appeared to them
as if Jewish history was over and fiery Torah
study and mitzvah observance was no longer
relevant.

The miracle of Chanukah touches even
those who struggle to find meaning and
connection throughout the year feel moved
to take part in the avodah of Chanukah. The
lights of the menorah shine outward with
great reach and universal appeal, warming
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the souls of those who feel far away, and
reuniting them with their soul and family.
On Chanukah, no Jew is far, for these flames
are sholeit m’rachok, illuminating the lowest
‘places’ in our lives, below ten tefachim.

May we allow the flames to summon the
parts of us that struggle to embrace our true
brilliance. May they awaken our passion for
mitzvos and our hislahavus for Torah, and
may we all be reunited at last in Yerusha-
layim, and behold the inauguration of the
Beis haMikdash and the kindling of the
golden menorah in great joy. |
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Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15-4pm
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STATE-OF-THE-ART
Dental Implants

‘Teeth In

An Hour

Dr. Gedaliah Mordechéi Stern

Diplomate of Oral Implantology

Faster, Easier and Better than ever before.

Come and get a second opinion, if you were told you need: :
‘ Bone grafts or sinus lifts | Cutting and stitching | Months without teeth | Not enough bone

(These can usually be avoided today)

Almost always with less pain and less swelling, thanks to Lasers and Advanced Technologies.
No-cost consult. No-cost x-rays (2D/3D) if have already, within last 6 months.

US  © 1607-55th St. Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 < 718-305-5480
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THIS WEEK'S INSPIRATIONAL TORAH LEARNING

Men's Safrut (The Bais) The Bais (for Men) - Semichat
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner Chaver Program Rav Elyada
7 Hartum Street Goldwicht@ Bet Knesset

’ Ohel Yitzchak
AICECoS Keren Hayesad St.

*The schedule is subject to change
Subscribe to our OU Israel Whatsapp
Community for all information
related to OU Israel classes and
programs, including last minute
schedule changes

and updates, by scanning

the QR Code above.

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS
ARE FOR MEN OMLY

The Hub will be closed
ﬂ @ over Chanukah

#THEOUISRAEL

QU Israel | Women's Division
2 Radak 5t., Rechavia
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0U Israel is supported by the Jewish :
Federation of Broward County w Ee_c_l_e_rpflon

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila Pshat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:15 AM 12:20 PM
Rambam: Letters & Introductions Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin St. Rechavia

9:15 AM Chanukah Shiur with Shira Smiles

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men'’s Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi Aschi Dick
Weekly Kollel Boker-Instructors include Rabbi Avi Herzog
Rabbi David Fine

Rabbi lan Shaffer

1:00PM- NEXX/!!

Meadiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick
Masamerica Offices, 28 Dam HaMacabbiim St,
3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm

7:30 PM Men's Safrut in MODIIN Rabbi Phil Schajer

7:30 PM Men's Safrut in BEIT SHEMESH Rabbi Elie Levi




This \Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

'HURSDAY ‘
DEC 18 "
COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH THURS. MORNING

IN RECHAVIA : Gy N
@ Bet Knesset HaNassi, CLASSES WILL

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia RESUME AFTER
CHANUKA

9:15AM
Holy Poetry
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

10:20 AM

Contemporary Issues in
Halacha and Hashkafa
Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:25 AM

Mussar and Self Improvement:
A study of Rav Kook's sefer
Midot HaRayah Rabbi Aaron
Goldscheider

12:30 PM
Jews in the Middle Ages:External
Threats and Internal Developments

Dr. Deborah Polster




YACHAD ALUMNI

FAMILIES & FRIENDS ARE INVITED
TO JOIN US FOR A

YA‘éHAD REUNION

FOR YACHAD ISRAEL'S
BAR MITZVAH YEAR

MUSIC, FUN ACTIVITIES, OLD FRIE[\!DS.
INFLATABLES, CARNIVAL GAMES,
AND MORE

- 4
ECEMBER 1 6 11:00-2: OQ

NEFESH B'NEFESH in JERUSALEM
CINEMA CITY ‘v

7.7
Scan to register OR go to:
2 vyachad.org/fisraelbarmitzvah
YACHAD JNW'OU
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TORAH TUESDAY

MRS. SHIRA SMILES
SPECIAL CHANUKAH SHIUR

SH (GHODESH, ZRVET L)
Women’s Seminar in Yerushalayim
Tevet.Transformation through Tefillah

ansa

IEMIRA OZAROWSKI DINA SCHODNMAKER RABBI LED DEE SHOSHANA JUDELMAN
Davening as if one Tefilla- Gur most powerful Tefilla & Zos Chanukah: How Tefillah
is under siege tool for effecting change Emunah Enables Us to Tap Into This Light

. Dec.22 The Great Synagogue BONIS,
naioa,
e 915 am - 100 pm o 56 King George St @ erunch will be served
y in loving memary of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a’h

Register at: ouisrael.org/events/tevet2025
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SHIUR SPONSORS

To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney 054-281-4604 or donate online:
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

SHIURIM FORTHE WEEK OF CHANUKAH

Dedicated in the memory of Yaakov Menachem Ben Yosef z'l and Eliezer Pinchas Ben Avraham Hakohen z'l,
whose yahrzeits are ner rivi'i shel Chanukahby Rivki Rosenberg & Jay Shapiro

RABBI ADLER'S SHIUR - WED. DEC. 3*°

Kindly sponsored by Bev Marcus on the yahrzeit of
her mother, Fradel bat Shraga Feivel a"h

RABBIYOSSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR - TUE. DEC. 9™

Dedicated anonymously in honor of our soldiers

CHANUKAHYOM IYUN - WED. DEC. 10™
Sponsored by Amy & Ephraim Bassan in memory of
Amy’s father, AX TIT ]2 DAMAX
His Yahrzeit was 170> n’™

RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR
Sponsored Vera Schwarcz in memory of her hushand
Dr. Jason Wolfe - Yosef Shimon ben Avraham Isaak & Rivka
Z'lon his 11" yahrzeit

RABBI MANNING'S SHIUR
Sponsored by Fran & David Woolf
on the yartzeit of David's father and mother:
Shimon Ben Yitzchak Gershon 2’
and Perel Nechama bat Yitzchak Zvia"h
and for a refuah shleimah for Nachum Lipa ben Shimon

RABBI MANNING'S SHIUR
Sponsored by Nina Bernstien in memory of our father,
grandfather and great-grandfather Arthur Kruger z'l
with love David & Nina Bernstein and family

RABBI ASCHI DICK'S MODIIN SHIURIM

FORTHE ACADEMICYEAR
Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger in loving
memory of their parents Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger
and Herbert& Leonore Shulman, zichronam livracha

RABBIYOSSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR
Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

RABBI BREITOWITZ'S TUE. SHIUR

Dedicated anonymously for the
refuah shleima of Evelina bat Galina

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN TUE. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families in memory of
Mel & Sylvia David z"l
7T ,N{721 X201 VNN DNNIAX A 7Tan DNIn
7T, 7TNAIN17 "X N A X

RABBI ADLER'S WED. SHIUR

Sponsored for the 2025 academic year by the Frist family
in memory of their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist z’l-'71 71 na xn'o vaw7x

RABBIMANNING'S WED. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 171y7
777 P77 R "7 0"V M2 N2 AN

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S WED. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 177
‘7T "N'7W R 210 DWI N’V DNNAX N2 DN

RABBITAUB'S WEEKLY THUR.

PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR
Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

RABBIARI KAHN'S SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year by

Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter for the refuah shleimah
of their granddaughter Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.
Hammertoes, and abetic Wound Care
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Struggling with Lust
that leads to behaviors you can't control?
You are not alone!

We have been there and today we are free

l.com




Asara b’Tevet Tour 2
with Rivi Frankel & Hava Preil = 2o

SUNDAY MORNING
DEC. 28

JOIN TOUR GUIDES RIVI FRANKEL & HAVA PREIL FOR AN ASARA BTEVET TOUR
EXPLORING MEMORY, RESILIENCE, AND JEWISH CONTINUITY,

WE WILL WALK THE GROUNDS OF YAD VASHEM AND VISIT KEY MEMORIALS
OM HAR HERIL, REFLECTING OM NATIONAL TRAGEDY AMD COURAGE.
ALOMG THE WAY, WE WILL WEAVE IN THEMES FROM DIVREI HAYAMIM,

CONNECTING ANCIENT NARRATIVES OF IDENTITY AND REBUILDING TO THE

CHALLENGES OF THE MODERM JEWISH STORY.

MEET US THERE *
PLEASE NOTE THIS TOUR INCLUDES A LOT OF WALKING

*TRANSPORTATION ALSO AVAILABLE FROM BEIT SHEMESH —
U]
Glonens
i

prally S

Wiy fim =
poaiad S

brgliling
THVE AEInT

Women’s Seminar in Beit Shemesh

Tevet: Transformation through Tefillah

N <
%\

Musical Hallel
. Dee. 22 Beit Midrash Torani Leumi 50 NIS,
by Yocheved shull with musical (o]’ Ll

5 Reuven Street Brunch will be served
accompaniment by Miri Miller %15 am - 100 pm
% i

Register at: ouisrael org/events/tevet202585/
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I ) THEWALL i
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PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS

Flawless finishes
that add elegance

to any space. Wall
& Ceiling repairs
Smoothing,
Straightening,
and perfecting
every surface.
Spackling & Prep
Work- Because
the foundation

matters. DAVID KUSHNER

058-661-0728

We can rescue any wall or ceiling.

BECAUSE A
DRAWER|

_A

A WILL. AN ENVELOPE
OF CASH. YOUR
GRANDMOTHER’S RING.
IF I

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

(> 24/7 J\: \ International Personal
L

/ standards service

X security

PRIVATE VAULTS NOW AVAILABLE.
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, FIRST MONTH FREE FOR JULY-AUGUST CLIENTS.

* 3
Clal building, ) Ext.2

97 yafo street, Jerusalem.  www.brickstone.co.il
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Please open your heart and help bring light
and comfort to families affected by terror.
Your donation will provide food and
chickens for Shabbos Chanukah, donuts,
olive oil for the Menorah, and warm
blankets for the cold winter nights.

\ )\ ._

Ohr Meir & Bracha needs your support to

give toys to children impacted by the war

and flannel sheets to our soldiers so they
can rest warmly and safely.

b

- ill bring
our kindness will
. nto their homes.

light and warmthi

i - 02-5401006 [ 1-7118-705-7444
,@P%Q () 050-419-7775 [ 052-7686633
®:=%  www.omb.org.il office@omb.org.il




CHANUKAH
S ECTI O N

SETTING up the
CHANUKIYA

One should prepare his Chanukiya well
in advance of lighting time, so that there
will not be a delay in lighting at the proper
time. Especially so on Friday because
things get hectic as Shabbat approaches.
(And especially NOT SO for Motza”Sh
lighting - no preparation for lighting after
Shabbat may be done on Shabbat).

Some have the custom of setting up their
Chanukiya in the morning for the eve-
ning (this goes for every day — except
Shabbat, of course). This not only serves
the practical purpose, as above, but it
also commemorates the practice in the
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Beit HaMikdash called Hatavat HaNeirot,
whereby the Kohen (Gadol) tended the
Menora and prepared it in the morning
for kindling in late afternoon. Since our
lighting on Chanukah directly commem-
orates the lighting of the Menora in the
Beit HaMikdash, this suggestion provides
a nice “added touch” to the mitzva and
symbolism.

AL HANISIM is added to every

Amida and Birkat HaMazon throughout
Chanukah. There is no reference to Cha-
nukah in BRACHA MEI'EIN SHALOSH
(a.k.a. AL HAMICHYA).

Forgetting AL HANISIM does NOT invali-
date either the Amida or Birkat HaMazon.



That means that neither is to be repeated
because of the omission.

However, if one realizes the omission
before the end of the Amida, AL HANISIM
can be said right before YIHYU L’'RATZON,
with the modified introduction, below. In
Birkat HaMazon, an omitted AL HANISIM
becomes a HARACHAMAN, right before
HARACHAMANHU Y’ZAKEINU, as follows
(there are variant texts for this)...

DYD NiNge) DBY Ny NPy NN AN

M1 ,MD Y032 0NN D2 IWNIINY OYYY
L ADNHN

BRACHOT ()efore
LIGHTING

Brachot should be recited BEFORE begin-
ning to light the candles. This complies
with the general rule for Brachot of
Mitzva, that they be recited immedi-
ately before performance of the mitzva,
if possible. This means, that on the first
night, wait until all three brachot are said
before lighting the candle. And, even on
the eighth night, don’t start lighting the
candles until you finish both brachot.

(Some hold that this applies to the first
b’racha - the mitzva b’racha, but not nec-
essarily to the other b’rachot. Check with
your Rav if you are not sure which opin-
ion to follow.)

PLACEMENT of the
CANDLES

Opinions differ, but a common practice is
to place the first candle (or oil cup) in the
right side of the Chanukiya. If one lights at

the doorpost, then the first candle should
be closest to the doorpost, even if it is the
left side of the Chanukiya. From the second
night on, the custom (one of the customs)
is to place the candles (or all) from right to
left, and to light it, left to right.

At the doorpost, one adds it from the door-
post out, and lights it starting with the
candle closest to the doorpost.

ESSENCE 10 HIDUR

The essential performance of the mitzva
of Chanukabh is the lighting of a single can-
dle each night. The custom that we follow
of increasing the number of candles each
night is a HIDUR MITZVA (enhancement of
the mitzva).

It is because the first candle you light fulfills
the mitzva, that the b’rachot should be said
before any lighting.

One practice that has developed because
of the distinction between the first can-
dle and the others, is to begin reciting/
singing HANEIROT HALALU after the
first candle is lit, while lighting the oth-
ers. Alternatively, one can wait until
the lighting is done to say HANEIROT
HALALU. Stick to family practice, unless
good reason to switch.

RIGHT dfter LIGHTING

One should not just light the Chanukah can-
dles (and sing Maoz Tzur) and then go on
to business as usual, but rather one should
look at the candles for a while, ponder G-d’s
miracles, spend some time with the fam-
ily talking about the message of Chanukah

OU ISRAEL CENTER 59



and how it relates to our time, play a little
dreidel, sing a song or two, have a special
Chanukah snack, have some Chanukah
fun. And most importantly, the learning
of TORAH should be part of lighting. It is
recommended to learn some Torah, share
a Dvar Torah, have a family shiur... right
after candle lighting (or sometime in the
evening).

The decrees of the Greeks included a ban
on learning Torah. Our celebrating Cha-
nukah marks our freedom from Greek
oppression, including the ability to learn
Torah in public without fear. So let’s do
just that!

INDOORS/
OUTDOORS

The original place for
lighting and displaying
of the Chanukiya was
outdoors at the entrance to one’s
home or courtyard.

Over many generations in exile, where
lighting outdoors was inconvenient
(weather-wise) to say the least, and
often dangerous (“neighbors”), the
practice evolved to light indoors.

When lighting inside the home -

for whatever reason - the one place that the
Chanukiya should not be placed is where
the Shabbat candles usually are. They need
to be in an eye-catching, attention-grabbing
location so they can serve their function of
Publicizing the Miracles. Many people who
have come to Israel, still light inside, at the
window, as they had been doing in their
countries of origin. Others have gone back
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to the original practice of lighting outdoors,
which is common in Israel - especially in
Jerusalem.

When lighting outdoors, the candles are
usually protected from getting blown out
by being placed inside a specially made
box.

WHEN TO LIGHT
Weeknights

There are two opinions as to when is the

ideal time to light Chanukah lights during

the week (i.e. except for Friday and Mot-

za”Sh, when Shabbat affects the timing, as
we will soon present).

b & H},a’i ﬁ H H u Minhag Yerusha-

. layim (which many,
but not everyone
in Jerusalem follow

- and some outside
Jerusalem do follow) is
to light with the setting of the sun.

L)*J'\J

Those who light with sunset should
have already davened Mincha, and
should subsequently daven Maariv
at the appropriate time.

THE OTHER
OPINION

The “rest of the Jewish world” lights when
the “light of the sun has left the sky”, i.e.

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

. Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling
Facebook com/L'Dorot Photography




Stars-Out a.k.a. Tzeit HaKochavim.

UNTIL WHEN?

Candles must burn at least a half
hour after omaon nny. This was the
original (time of the Gemara) time
period after dark that people

were still around outdoors

and became the defini- —

tion of the time range
for PIRSUMEI NISA, — —
publicizing the miracle.

Although in our day, people are
out later than this time, the halacha only
requires the half hour after stars-out.

However, it is recommended that one use
longer candles or more oil to extend this
time (somewhat), in recognition of the
expansion of the current-day Pirsumei
Nisa time-frame. We would further suggest
that one’s candles should stay lit at least a
half hour after the latest stars-out time,
namely Rabbeinu Tam time. This is only a
recommendation, not in any way meant to
be a halachic ruling.

HOW EARLY can one
LIGHT?

When necessary, one may light as early as
PLAG MINCHA (1% halachic hours before
sunset). This is by no means preferable, but
if circumstances are such that you have to

Want to host a Tom Lehrer
Performance or Sing-a-Long?
Contact Louis Sachs 053-717-7563
or sachslouis@gmail.com

light early - leaving town, and the like, then
PLAG is the earliest.

LIGHTING for
mv

It is preferable to daven
Mincha before lighting
Chanukah candles, but

one should not miss out

on a minyan to daven

before lighting. Chanu-

s’ kah candles should be lit

BEFORE Shabbat candles - even if
different people are lighting each. Count
on 5-10 minutes before the posted Shab-
bat lighting time; adjust according to your
household’s experience.

IN JERUSALEM..

Some follow the practice of delaying Shab-
bat candle lighting for 20 minutes and
lighting Chanukah candles right before
Shabbat candles.

For other cities where candle lighting is 30
min. before sunset one should ask his/her
local Rav.

HAVDALAH
and CANDLE LIGHTING

The general practice, when lighting at
home, is to say Havdalah before lighting
the menorah.

Every person who was not born in Israel
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate
his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually!
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS!
The NEAMANS
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Cbanukab CANDLE LIGHTING

KAVANA: One should have in mind to fulfill the Rabbinic Mitzva (with Torah backing) of
NER CHANUKAH plus the HIDUR MITZVA of the extra candles (each night after the first).

One should acknowledge G-d and thank Him for the Chanukah miracles in particular, and
for all His miracles and kindnesses in general.
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The only mobility scooter
without Gramma!

SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar"
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism
that operates according to the
"Existing Current Modulation" principle.
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed
and does not require expensive fitting.

Ready to go in 10 seconds.
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-9562833

For more information, visit our website at:
movinglife.co.il/torah24

movinglife’

life changing solutions
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SHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

Walking Between
Nigleh and Nistar

The miracle of Chanukah is the only mir-
acle we commemorate that occurred after
the closing of Tanach. It unfolded in an age
devoid of prophecy, when the prophetic era
had already ended.

Because the story of Chanukah isn’t
recorded in Tanach, many of its details
remain obscured. The battles are described
in several volumes known as the Book of
Maccabim, written by various historians, but
these works were never canonized by Chazal.

We also have little clarity about how the
dates of Chanukah were first determined. The
chagim of the Torah are anchored to specific
days designated by Hashem.

Purim—established by Esther and Morde-
chai and later affirmed by the Anshei Knesset
Ha-Gedolah—comes with a clear account of
how its date was chosen. The celebration was
set for the day after the victory. In Shushan,
where the battle continued an extra day, the
rejoicing was accordingly delayed. We can
therefore trace exactly how Purim entered

Mazal Tov to

on the marriage
of their
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the calendar and why it is observed on two
distinct days.

By contrast, regarding Chanukah, we do not
possess the same depth of information. The
choice of the twenty-fifth of Kislev is clear:
it was the day the Mikdash was purified and
the Mizbei’ach rededicated. What is less
obvious is not the date itself, but the length
of the chag.

EIGHT DAYS: A THOUSAND ANSWERS

In the sixteenth century, the Beit Yosef
posed his famous question: Why was Chanu-
kah established as an eight-day festival when
the miracle itself spanned only seven? One
day’s worth of pure oil had been found—suf-
ficient for the first night—and the Menorah
would have burned naturally during those
initial hours. Only over the next seven days
did the oil continue to burn in a miraculous
fashion. If the miracle lasted seven days, why
was the Yom Tov set for eight?

This question has famously inspired an
extraordinary outpouring of answers. In
the nineteenth century, a work entitled Ner
L’Meah was published, gathering one hundred
solutions to the Beit Yosef’s question. More
recently, an expanded collection has appeared,
assembling one thousand proposed answers.

Chanukah helped energize the emerging



world of Torah sheba’al peh, and within that
setting the question of an eight-day chag
drew considerable attention. The thousand
answers that accumulated over time testify
to the creative reach of Torah sheba’al peh.
PORTIONS OR REFILLS?

In addressing his own question, the Beit
Yosef cites a well-known answer from
Rav Aharon HaKohen of Lunel (the thir-
teenth-century French author of the Orchot
Chayim). According to his view, the pure oil
was divided into eight equal portions, and
each night they lit only a small fraction.
That small measure burned throughout the
entire night. In this scenario, the miracle was
experienced on all eight days, as each portion
provided light far beyond its natural capacity.

After citing this answer and arguing against
it, the Beit Yosef then offers two explanations
of his own. In his second approach, he suggests
that the oil was entirely consumed each night,
and the bays atop the menorah that held the
oil were miraculously refilled from above.
The miracle was already evident on the first
night—once the oil had burned out, they found
the container replenished. Since the wonder
was revealed immediately, Chazal instituted
Chanukah as a full eight-day festival.

IS A “NES” PART OF HALACHA?

This second answer of the Beit Yosef raises
an intriguing question. According to the
Orchot Chayim, the oil had been divided into
eight portions. The oil which they lit would
have been natural; the miracle would simply
be that a small quantity of natural oil burned
for an extended time.

But in the Beit Yosef’s scenario, the entire
supply of pure oil was consumed on the
first night, and the bowls were then refilled
miraculously with supernatural oil. After

Erry
Highest Prices m Paid
Member

Flawless
=Buying::

WANTED

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

#%+ Alan Sussman, “The Collector” ##+

052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

the first night the entire supply of oil was
supernatural. Can such oil be used in the
performance of a mitzvah?

This question—whether supernatural
materials may be used in the performance of
a mitzvah—already surfaces among the Ris-
honim. Tosafot in Menachot (69b) suggest that
miraculous challah could, in theory, be used
for the Shtei HaLechem offering on Shavuot.
Yet others argue that the world of halacha is
anchored in the natural order and applies
only to objects that arise within that frame-
work. Halacha was given to human beings
who inhabit the natural world, and items that
emerge through miraculous intervention
stand outside its domain.

Evidently, however, the Beit Yosef adopted
the view that such materials could be used,
for he allowed completely supernatural oil—
renewed each night to refill empty bowls—to
serve as the basis for fulfilling the mitzvah.

REASON OR REVELATION?
This specific question—whether

o Mazal Tov to o
Chanan & Sarah Lehman
and family on the birth of a
great-granddaughter
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supernatural materials may be used in the
performance of a mitzvah—touches upon
a broader discussion: Is halacha shaped by
supernatural input?

The famous episode of the Tanur shel Ach-
nai (Bava Metzia 59) highlights the distinction
between heavenly signs and the halachic
process. The Tannaim debated whether
a refurbished oven could become tamei.
Most held that it could, while R. Eliezer ben
Horkenos remained convinced that it could
not. Even when he invoked miraculous
signs to support his position, Chazal ruled
against him, citing the pasuk in Nitzavim, “Lo
ba-shamayim hi*—teaching that halacha is
determined through human reasoning, not
through supernatural intervention.

To be sure, this was not universally adopted.
Some Rishonim issued rulings based not only
on their own logic but also on encounters with
Eliyahu HaNavi (as noted by the Ra’avad,
Hilchot Lulav 8:5) or on dream-responsa, such
as those recorded in She’eilos u’Teshuvos Min
HaShamayim, authored by a French Tosafist
in the thirteenth century.

Still, our mesorah generally maintained a
division between halacha and the realm of
the supernatural.

This distinction mirrors a deeper duality
within our tradition. Our Masorah has long
recognized two realms: the realm of nigleh,
shaped by human reasoning as it attempts
to decode the divine will, and the realm of
nistar, which speaks to dimensions of reality
that lie beyond human analysis. These two
realms were preserved as distinct, each con-
tributing something essential to our religious
experience.

THE MASORAH OF NIGLEH — RATIONALITY

The world of nigleh and halachic reasoning
66 TORAH TIDBITS 1639 / VAYEISHEV

gives us a pathway to grasp Hashem’s will.
Though monotheism teaches that we cannot
comprehend Hashem Himself, we can study
and analyze His commands. By employing
our intellect—one of the great gifts Hashem
has given us—we strive to understand His
will and draw nearer to Him.

The realm of nigleh not only granted us
access to an otherwise incomprehensible
God; it also anchored religious life in the
rhythms of daily existence. When religion
becomes purely supernatural, it risks drift-
ing away from real experience. Rituals stand
apart, confined to isolated moments and to a
different sphere of experience, without shap-
ing the flow of everyday life. By establishing
a vast halachic world that speaks to every
dimension of human experience—and does
so through rational categories—the Torah
ensures that our religious life, and with it
our awareness of Hashem, permeates the
ordinary moments of each day.

Finally, the rationalist strain shaped our
national experience as well. As a people, we
were consistently practical, seeking rational and
workable responses to the struggles we faced.
We did not retreat into prophecy or supernat-
ural expectation; we confronted reality with
resolve and looked for practical solutions.

THE MASORAH OF NISTAR —
SUPERNATURALISM

Yet just as the world of nigleh formed the foun-
dation of our Masorah, the realm of nistar also
shaped our national identity. At key moments in
Jewish history, nistar offered insight and direc-
tion, becoming especially influential during three
pivotal eras of Jewish history.

In the wake of the destruction of the Second
Mikdash and the brutal persecution of our
people under Rome, R. Shimon bar Yochai’s



Zohar affirmed our unbreakable bond with
Hashem. Even as it seemed that Hashem had
departed from Yerushalayim and abandoned
His people, the Zohar spoke of a mystical
union between Hashem and Israel. The
rational world felt dark and desolate, but in
the hidden world that union remained whole.
In that realm, the marriage was unshaken.
The Zohar offered hope and resilience during
one of the bleakest chapters of Jewish history.

Fast forward thirteen hundred years.
Our people had endured four centuries
of hardship—pogroms, Crusader mas-
sacres, blood libels, and relentless dis-
crimination throughout Western Europe.
This culminated in the Spanish Inquisition at
the end of the fifteenth century. The Jewish
world was torn apart and scattered across
the globe.

In this setting, the Ari HaKadosh artic-
ulated central elements of Kabbalah that
spoke to a world already broken from the
very start of creation. He described a cosmos
shaped by shevirat ha-keilim, a primordial
fracture that set the stage for human expe-
rience. He also emphasized that human
beings play an active role in repairing this
broken reality, and that suffering—tragic
as it is—forms part of the process of tikkun.
This language offered a different way to view
a shattered world. It provided meaning and
became deeply resonant as our people slowly
began to recover from the trauma of three
centuries of persecution.

In the eighteenth century, Chassidut drew
upon the redemptive elements of Kabbalah
and the world of nistar. By then, Jewish exile
felt long, dark, and increasingly hopeless. The
Jewish world seemed to fray under internal
conflict and external pressure, as though we

were drifting farther from redemption rather
than moving toward it. Chassidut, by invoking
Kabbalah, reminded us that redemption is not
measured only by what the eye can discern.
Every Jew carries a spark of Hashem within—
not merely being created in His image, but
bearing His presence. Even those who
appeared distant or sinful remained bound
to an intimate relationship with Hashem,
and that bond enabled them to take part in
a hidden yet profoundly redemptive drama.

Our Masorah has always offered both a
rational world of nigleh and a non-empir-
ical world of Kabbalah—two distinct lenses
through which we view reality. For the most
part, the rational lens remained dominant,
though different cultures incorporated vary-
ing degrees of mystical thought into their
religious consciousness. At crucial points in
our long exile, the lens of Kabbalah became
essential for processing a world that appeared
random, irrational, and harshly discrimina-
tory toward our people. m

H OU Press is honored to partner
~ smammss with Rabbi Moshe Taragin on his

new volume in Hebrew regarding

uE the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch
Hahastara). This remarkable book is
also available in English, “Dark Clouds
Above, Faith Below”
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Tinnitus
Ringing of the Ears §*
1020 -

Robert Levine, MD

Otoneurologist

Founder of Harvard Medical School
Tinnitus Clinic

Coming Soon — A rare opportunity!

A boutique new building will be
ready in just one year, offering a
limited selection of 2-3 bedroom apartments
priced at 3.2-3.85,000 NIS.

® Shabbat elevator
o Full sukkah balcony
® Optional parking & storage

There is also an option for an exceptional full-
floor penthouse: 130 sqm + 50 sqm of

terraces with open Jerusalem views.

Director for 25 years

Founder of Israel Center for
Advancement of Tinnitus Therapeutics
Director for 12 years

Also available -Derech Beit Lechem

93 sqm e 3.5 rooms, @ Balcony
® Shabbat elevator
Priced at 3,490,000 NIS

Call or WhatsApp +972.58.400.1948

For more information — Google Search for
“levine advancement of tinnitus”

"l WirePay

Beating the banks
every time :

; _Property purchases. Investment. Living Expenses.
Forward Contracts - lock in the rate up to 1 year.

J

| 5000+ | $4B+ | k-
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-

(C) 026240288 (m) info@wirepayisrael.com

*(Formally Forex Israel)
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HABB()S SHIRA 3786 -
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Join Tour Plus for an unforgettable Shabbos Shira in the luxurious David Dead Sea
Resort and Spa! World-class Chazzanim, Inspirational program, Superior kashrus.

Thursday Night Tefillos Shabbos

Chassidic superstar Avraham Fried Accompanied by Cantors

welcomes Cantors Yitzchak Meir Helfgot and Nissim Saal
Yitzchak Meir Helfgot and Nissim Saal The Rinat Yisrael Choir Conducted by Ofir Sobol

Musical arrangement by Yuval Stupel Oneg Shabbos & Zemiros with Cantor Israel Parnas

' Last days for the sale!

DEAD SEA 300 ILS
RESORT GIFT

AND SPA The benefit is valid until 18.12

Friday Morning. Spesgtafular
musical

21217 '7NW 1 TN9 DI7'Y

Riveting lecture ; performance
by Amit Segal | » I by teenage ;
Politics after . g i3 ; | vocalist

the war SHAY VINEE,

'l

In memory of

Yossi Mark 2"l For information and reservations:
s TOURPLUS.CO.IL // (972) 3-905-0505 PL usw

COMPLETE
VACATION



HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

Listenin
Between the
Questions

Why does Amos choose to speak not in
answers, but in questions? In this week’s
Haftorah (Amos 3), the Navi doesn’t open
with accusation or warning. Instead, he pres-
ents a cascade of rhetorical questions — each
one too obvious to answer, yet impossible to
ignore. If two people are walking together,
isn’t it because they agreed to meet? Does a
lion roar when there is no prey? Does a young
lion cry out before a successful catch? Does a
bird fall into a trap without bait? Does a trap
spring up for no reason? When the shofar
sounds in a city — can anyone remain calm?

Every question points to the same truth:
effects have causes; reality isn’t random. A
roar means prey. A shaking net means some-
thing is caught. A shofar blast means alarm.
So too, when the Jewish people experience
suffering, it is not arbitrary. There is meaning.
There is a message. “Could evil come to a city
and Hashem not be behind it?” (3:6) Yet these
images are not only about consequence —
they are warnings. A roar alerts us to move. A
rattling trap signals us to be careful. A shofar
awakens us to pay attention.

Amos teaches that Hashem never acts
without first calling out to us. He sends
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BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN
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prophets before punishment; signals before
consequences; wake-up calls before change.
He asks the final question that transforms the
listener into a participant: X7 N2 >0 3¢ X
N2Y N2 °n 727 N -8 A lion has roared, who
can but fear? My Sovereign G-d has spoken,
who can but prophesy? If Hashem’s voice is
in the moment, how can one remain silent?
If the world is shaking, how can we remain
unmoved?

Amos turns the questions toward us.
Hashem’s rhetorical questions are meant to
awaken our questions. What are the rum-
blings in our lives? What shofar blasts are
demanding our attention? Which disruptions
are not accidents, but invitations? Perhaps
that is the deeper message of this chapter:
G-d’s questions prompt us to question our-
selves. Instead of asking, “Why is this hap-
pening?” we might ask, “What is Hashem
asking of me through this?” This Haftorah
reminds us that Hashem’s voice is not only
in comfort. Sometimes His love arrives as a
roar — not to terrify, but to awaken; not to
condemn, but to guide us home. ®m

|

B
Moving, Packing,Storage
0547369550

-Free Boxes With Your Move
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HEW LISTING - Old Kataman, Mili 51,
Elegant 38R /127 sgm apartment on a quiet, prestigious
street.

Includes parking, storage and elevator.

Asking price: NIS 5.500,000

MEW LISTING- Old Katamon - HaGdud Halvri St. GARDEM APT.
One-of-a-kind architectural design!

Luxury garden apartment - 150 sgm + 50 sqm private garden.
4 bedrooms + study, 3 full bathrooms, private entrance and

parking.
Bricing upon request,
Spacious grounds 10 min Luxury ARNONA , SHOFET CHAIM COHEN St. _
with lots from 8- bedroom villa Beautiful 2-bedroom, 0 sqgm apartment with two Sukkah

baleonies totaling 35 sqm.
Includes Shabbat elevator, private parking, and a luxurious
modern building.

Asking price:_MIS 3,150,000

of activities Kinneret | (For up to 25 people)

- RECHAMIA - Ben Maimon St

This luxury 2-bedraom, 90 sqm apartrment in a new building
i beautifully renovated and truly stands aut.

Fully furnished and equipped, with Sukkah balcony and
private parking.

Avallable from December for long-term rental.

Asking price: MIS 13,000 f month

From Vision To Keys In Hand
We Make Israel Real Estate Simple.
Passionate Service. Exceptional Results.

Latest Projects & Pricing Latest Projects & Pricing

Haifa Area: 3 Bedrooms Katamon: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 1.7M NIS Starting From 4.9M NIS

Netanya: 3 bedrooms Netanya: 4 bedrooms
Starting From 2.9M NIS Starting From 3.4M NIS

Carmei Gat: 3 Bedrooms Katamonim: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 2.15M NIS Starting From 3.85M NIS

Ofakim: Custom Homes SV AhredBedrooEs

140sqm on 400sqm Lot ¢¢arting From 3.5M NIS
Starting From 3.0M NIS

+972 52 682-9367
BROKER - OWNER USA (786) 385_8859
WEASEESRALY info@keteradvisors.com

Izzy | eizerowitz
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ﬁE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:

IN DESIRABLE GIVAT CANADA (GILO)
Must see! rare & beautiful 4.5-room garden
apt., huge 250sgm garden facing panoramic
view, green surroundings, private storage,
enlargement potential, quality community.

Exclusive! Galit 055-4549464

OLD KATAMON (PALMACH)

Nice, sunny & elegant 3-room apt., parking,
terrace, A/C, near synagogues (“Shteiblach”
& more), shops & cafes, excellent schools,
theater & Museums, public transportation
& more. Don’t miss! Exclusive!

Matan 055-4549479

IN THE HEART OF TALBIYEH
(SHALOM ALEICHEM ST.)
Great investment, nice 3-room apt.,
1t floor, sunny balcony, 3 exposures.
Near major hotels, synagogues, green
parks, City Center, Yemin Moshe, new
light rail. Exclusive! Amira 055-4549493

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM SUBURBS:

ALON SHVUT
Abeautiful 4-room garden apartment,
well kept & designed, large sunny garden
with pergola - enabling use all year.
Near synagogue & kindergartens, warm
& rich community life. Exclusive!
Sigalit 055-4549459

TSUR HADASSAH
New & beautiful spacious 4-room apt.,
105sqm, elegant large terrace (sukkah),
magnificent view, private parking &
storage. Young & warm community,
green surroundings, ideal for families.
Exclusive! Ronen 055-4337423

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

AIR CONDITIONING
ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to [
work with and did
an amazing job!

Jarie | |°."r5"-':'. L4

Nothing matters to us more than
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be

100% thrilled.

G o
[y
GUARANTEED

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we’'ll match it.

S oo
DESIGNERS =8 /4 -

AND ITECTS

- ; __:_l

Send your plnﬁs for
free design today.

or email us at inf

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282 ade
o@tzviair.com E].;J .
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A Victory for Hezbollah?

49%

21,000

1000’s

in Israel’s North

When there are no jobs in Kiryat Shmona, an
Israeli city of 26,000 just one kilometer from
Lebanon, it’s a sign of collapse for Israel’s
North. For decades, Kiryat Shmona has been a
center for industry and services, but after two
years of evacuation, businesses have failed,
and working people are out of jobs. What
should people do? Leave their homes for
good?

“We can’t lose the city of Kiryat
Shmona. That is what Hezbollah wants.
We can’t let it happen.” says Aryeh Lurie,
founder of Yad Ezra V’Shulamit.

400 families in Kiryat Shmona and thousands
in the North turned to Yad Ezra V’Shulamit for
weekly food baskets. Baskets include basic
food items to feed a family of six for a week,
including fresh fruits and vegetables, dried
goods, bread, chicken and grape juice for
Shabbat — enough to get them through this
difficult time while they work on rebuilding
their lives.

Yad Ezra V’Shulamit is on the ground
distributing food to these families, meanwhile
feeding hundreds of thousands of other poor
across 93 locations in Israel.

The organization has launched a matching
campaign with a goal to raise $2.6 million to
feed financially devastated families in Kiryat
Shmona for the next year while they get back
on their feet.

¢« As Mayor of Kiryat
Shmona,

I want to thank Yad Ezra
V’Shulamit so much for
the help.

Without your food
baskets, there is no
doubt that the situation
in Kiryat Shmona would
look much different
right now. ”

~ Avichai Stern, Mayor
of Kiryat Shmona

Visit yadezra.net/matching25TT
to feed a family in

Kiryat Shmona and [=]% - [m]
save Israel’s North.
e

All donations X2 . 053-637-2961

(@) YAD EZRA V'SHULAMIT

=

FEEDING ISRAEL'S HUNGRY CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
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EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
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Joseph and
Chanukah

There is meaning in and symbolism to
every detail of the Jewish calendar. Chanu-
kah always falls on the Shabbat when the
Torah reading tells the story of Joseph and
his brothers.

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik believed that
this bears witness to the fact that there is a
link between the events surrounding Joseph’s
experience and our Chanukah celebration...
even today.

The story of Joseph tells of the devastating
break-up of the sons of Jacob.

Joseph is hated by his brothers and is ostra-
cized from the rest of his family.

However, ultimately there is a reconciliation.
The brothers regret their unfortunate actions.
Joseph heroically forgives his siblings. Joseph
did not simply forgive them and suppress his

DO YOU SUFFER FROM JOINT PAINT
“Stem Cells™
An in-office mini-liposuction can

provide the cells to treat this
condition naturally

T
v

FOR INFO: KNEE@SZMC.ORG.IL

WWW.DOCTORZINGER.COM/ARTHRITIS
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resentment for their abuse of him. Rather, he
loved them and cared for them as if nothing
had happened, telling them that he feels
toward them as he does to Benjamin, who was
not involved in the kidnapping ( Rashi, Genesis
45:12). The family, the children of Israel are
reunited, they are one.

Like the biblical story of Joseph and his
brothers the Chanukah story echoes a similar
drama. There was a rift within the Jewish
people. There was a severe clash of ideas and
ideals between two factions. There were the
Chashmonaim, those that held fast to Torah
law on one side and the ‘Hellenists" on the
other. This was a dangerous schism which
split the Jewish people and threatened our
very survival as nation.

Chanukah not only celebrates a military vic-
tory and the return to the Temple in Jerusalem.
Maybe more important, Chanukah celebrates
a fractured people coming together again; a
reconciliation and a return to brotherhood.

The Talmud says ( Shabbat 22b) that they
waited a year until they established Chanu-
kah as a new holiday. “Why?”asked Rabbi
Soloveitchik. The Sages waited to see if there
was true reconciliation between the Jewish
people. It was insufficient just to remove the
physical tumah, impurity, from the Temple,
but the spiritual tumah, the ‘impurity’ of divi-
siveness and strife had to be removed as well.
The nation of Israel had to make peace with
one another. And they did.

Chanukah teaches us that making peace is
an essential ingredient towards redemption.



Joseph makes peace with his brothers; the
Chashmonaim and the Hellenists came
together once again and unified our people.
This is the great celebration of Chanukah!

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, when he
was the Chief Rabbi of Palestine had many
detractors. His critics slandered him and
hung posters criticizing his positions on
matters of policy and religious observance.
When he walked through the narrow streets
of the Holy City, his enemies would even go
so far as to empty their chamber pots on him.

It once came to pass that one of Rabbi
Kook’s most rancorous opponents needed
a letter that had to be signed by none other
than the Chief Rabbi himself. Too embar-
rassed to face Rabbi Kook directly, the man
sent a messenger in his stead. The messenger
went to the Rabbi’s office and asked him to
write the letter. Rabbi Kook sat down right
away and wrote the letter. When he finished
he put down his pen and gave the messenger
the letter, but almost immediately asked for
it back.

Rabbi Kook opened the letter and reread
it word for word. He then gave it back to the
messenger who left before Rabbi Kook could
change his mind again. Rabbi Kook’s assistant,

DI-I%ILBD f e
077-2050015 & o
052-2678749 o
golanechasim@gmail.com h

ARNONA: 5 room apartment, 125m, new
and upgraded, great view, 4,250,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON: 4-room garden apartment,
96m, high ceilings large garden, bright,
5,800,000 NIS

REHAVIA: 4 room apartment large terraces

(Suka), great views, elevator, bright, parking,
5,600,000 NIS

puzzled by this, asked, “Why did the Rabbi
want to see the letter he had just written?”

Rabbi Kook answered. “I reread the letter
because I wanted to be certain that it did not
appear to be written with any lack of enthu-
siasm and I wanted to make sure that even
subconsciously I did not hold back in any
way from supporting this person.”

The lesson of this story may be best cap-
tured in the beloved words of Rabbi Kook
himself. He said, "The Temple was destroyed
due to senseless hatred, the Temple will there-
fore be rebuilt with senseless love”. m

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.

&

As we all looR forward to celebrating Chanukah, you can help us
provide over 200 poor and needy families with chickens and
other necessities so they can have a joyful holiday, too!

Send your contributions to:
Clara Hammer Chicken Fund
P.0.B.18602 Jerusalem 9118501 | Tel.02-5823477
Donate via PayPal at Chickenladyofjerusalem.com
Or pay Hacker's Butcher Shop Directly via credit card
=5 Tel. 02-5819378 iz~

&
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UPCOMING

CHANUKAH EVENTS

INBN ALIYAH CAMPUS JERUSALEM

| Lalely

CHANUKAH

v

CHANUKAH BRUNCH
FOR SENIORS

Celebrate the 4th day of Chanukah with Nefesh B'Nefesh,
including latkes, sufganiyot, and a special mosaics project
dedicated to miluim families.

{ | WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17 - 10:30

) Nefesh
Wyt Ahefesh

&
3

CELEBRATE
CHANUKAH

8% FAMILY CHANUKAH
| PARTY

Enjoy Chanukah treats and activities at the NBN Campus!
= Party will be followed by the Maor Youth Prize Ceremony
M and communal Chanukah candle lighting.

c
1 | SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 - 14:00

MAOR PRIZE
CEREMONY

| Join us for a special evening celebrating exceptional young
Anglo Olim who who have made an impact, as a guiding
light, in their community.

§ | SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 - 17:15
]




WO)Nefesh

VO)A B'Nefesh

INBN TEL AVIV CENTER

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT:

CHANUKAH PARTY FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
Get ready to light up the night! Join us for an evening of

latkes, delicious cocktails, great music, and even better
company as we light the menorah together.

| THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18 - 19:00

LI CHANUKAH
‘' HAPPY HOUR

' i v & FOR RETIREES AND EMPTY NESTERS
J CHANUKAH . . . )
| HAPPY HOUR ~ | Enjoyfestive bites, great drinks, and good company as

.| we light the Chanukiah and connect with fellow Olim at
) B a special Chanukah Happy Hour.

;r’ . B L | SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 - 17:00

For more information
and to register:

www.nbn.org.il/all-events




RAV DANIEL MANN

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE

NI NPYH
977 1051 YT DTN )2 DIDN HNRY

I am involved with a branch
of the broad efforts to make tzitzit for IDF
soldiers. We always have people say before
tying that they are doing so for the mitzva of
tzitzit. However, we received a p’sak that if
someone forgets to make the declaration, the
tzitzit are kosher, because coming to a center
for tying tzitzit shows it is for the mitzva.
Once, a man took the tzitzit to work on at
home and then forgot to make the declara-
tion. Can I assume the tzitzit are kosher?

There are a few halachic ques-
tions to deal with, including the extent
to which lishma (intent for the mitzva) is
needed. The gemara (Menachot 42b) says
that the spinning of ¢zitzit strings must be
done lishma, as the Shulchan Aruch rules
(Orach Chayim 11:1). There is a machloket
whether there is a lishma requirement for
the attachment/tying of the tzitzit strings.
The Rambam (Tzitzit 1:12) says that lishma
is not required for that. He implies (see Beit

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418
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Yosef, OC 14) that the proofis from the fact
that a pasuk is needed to disqualify a non-
Jew from attaching them (Menachot 42a),
even though generally a non-Jew’s action
relating to mitzvot is not considered lishma.
The Rosh (Tzitzit 14) rules that the tzitzit
must also be attached/tied lishma. Indeed,
intuitively, this would be expected because
tying is a more integral part of making the
tzitzit and maybe even a major part of the
mitzva (see Tosafot, Yevamot 90b) and should
thus definitely require lishma. The Rambam
may reason that it is not situationally clear
that the spinning is for mitzva strings, so one
needs positive lishma, whereas attaching the
tzitzit to the garment is situationally clear
that it is for the mitzva (Shut K’tav Sofer, OC
2). The bottom line is unclear. The Shulchan
Aruch (OC 14:2) rules that if one attached the
tzitzit without proper intention, he can rely
on the Rambam to wear the garment, but
that there is enough doubt about it that he
should not recite a beracha on the mitzva.
Another area of doubt is what is needed
to ensure things were done lishma. In the
context of spinning, the Shulchan Aruch (OC
11:1) requires that one “say in the beginning
of the spinning that he is doing it for the pur-
pose of tzitzit or that he tell the woman ‘spin
for me tzitzit for a tallit.”” The Mishna Berura
(ad loc. 4) stresses that this entails explicit
speech, not sufficing with clear thought, and



Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad.
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU lIsrael’s Torah Tidbits.
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Enhancing Jewish Life

leaves it as an unsolved question whether,
after the fact, if there was correct thought
but no statement, the tzitzit could be used.

Putting the two matters together, the Be’ur
Halacha (to 14:2) says that when there was
proper intention without a statement of
intent when attaching the tzitzit, one can
assume the tzitzit are valid and make a bera-
cha on them. He adds an additional reason
for leniency - the standard assumption that
the action was done for the mitzva is stron-
ger for attaching the tzitzit than for spinning
the strings. You spoke in your questions of a
p’sak received, that going to a tzitzit making
center may be even better than the Be’ur
Halacha’s case, as the surroundings bolster
the logical assumption of lishma.

Your question comes down to whether
your case is like the Be’ur Halacha’s or is
even better. It is likely better for the follow-
ing reason. He received instruction that it
should be done lishma, which we saw in
the Shulchan Aruch (11:1) is equivalent to
making the statement yourself. What is not

fully clear is whether the break in time and
place between the instruction and the per-
formance breaks the transference of lishma.
It is very possible that the formal impact
of the declaration passed (see Moadim
U’zmanim 59), but the logic of it being on
one’s mind would remain. (If he had started
right away and continued at home, it would
be somewhat simpler (see Chazon Ish, OC
6:10).).

In short, the kashrut of the tzitzit stands
on very strong ground. It still would be
respectful and prudent to inform/ask the
people in charge of these operations, who
are in touch with the IDF rabbinate, to see
if they agree that it meets their standards.

Having a dispute?

) For a Din Torah in English
f -1 or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah—Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah (077-215-8-215 « Fax: (02) 537-9626
Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

SEAVIEW ISRAEL EORVALELYWY.OURSRRORER TRV NEEDS

Jonathan Gellis
0538236143
Sales and
Renovatlons

0586927574
\ E?jf Property Management

WWW.seaview/lsraelfcom
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LIFE SETTLEMENTS

Do you have a life insurance policy you:
+ No longer want?
« No longer need?
« Can no longer afford the premium?
« Could you use extra money
instead of keeping your policy?
| can guarantee that if you qualify with the
underwriting process | can get you more money
than if you cash it in with the company.

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com

Pinchus Klahr, MD

Rheumatology
US Board Certified / Misrad HaBriut recognized specialist
in al Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain
Conscientious “American style” Care
Convenicntly located at
Refa Na Medical Center. Gival Shaul. Jemsalem

052-713-2224

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

FOR SALE

Katamon, Ben Gamla St.

Totally renovated corner garden apt,
4 rooms, 2 full baths, mamad, bright,
light, airy, underfloor heating, a/c in
all rooms. Price to sell 5,600,000 nis

Givat Moredechai, Shachal St.
Shabbat elevator, parking, 4 room apt
facing the valley. Price to sell 2,690,000 nis

Old Katamon

Duplex garden apt of 1775m, 100m garden,
machsan, carpark, 3 exposures full of
light, minor face lift needed.

Asking 13,500,000 nis

FOR RENT

Rechavia - Ramban St. - 4 rooms
unfurnished, Ist floor, quiet, 3 exposures
with a nice succa terrace, private
parking. Immediate 8750nis/month

SHIFFY SHNELLER REAL ESTATE
7Y 'O'Y I
052-2639702 | www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il

PREMIUM

MOVING & STORAGE

Alb
oAt L BN bremiummoving.co.il @ 053-7272-815 (Y

Logistics & storage
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HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM RN II\JT* "DITY

FOLDING CHAIRS

¢ STYLE & COM FO RT GARDEN COTTAGE FOR SALE IN KATAMON
" MANY COLORS &DESIGNS (Ll | iimovmmotaris soaomoom,un
° STO RAG E CARTS AN D RAC KS T BATHS, PRIVATE LUSH GA;!D.EN, PRIVATE F:ARKING,

ELEVATOR, MAMAD, EXCELLENT CONDITION.
ASKING PRICE: NIS 8,150,000

* FAST DELIVERY _
Hf‘_

J

4-ROOM APT FOR SALE IN OLD KATAMON
BRIGHT AND AIRY 3 BEDROOM APT ON HAGDUD
HAIVRI/PALMACH ST, 100 SQM., 2.5 BATHS, SMALL
BALCONY, LARGE COMMON ROOF FOR SUKKAH,
AMAZING VIEW OVER SOUTH JERUSALEM

ASKING PRICE: NIS 4,350,000

COUNTRY ESTATE IN EIN KEREM "

271 SQM HOME ON OVER 1 DUNAM OF LAND ON A .
QUIET HILL IN EIN KEREM, FOR RENOVATION,

POTENTIAL FOR INCREDIBLE DREAM HOME !

ASKING PRICE: NIS 9,800,000 s

RENOVATED SPACIOUS 2 BDRM IN ARNONA WG
97 SQM, HUGE KITCHEN AND ENTERTAINING SPACE, —
VIEW TO JORDAN, BRIGHT, SHABBAT ELEVATOR,
MAMAD, PARKING, MAHSAN

ASKING PRICE: NIS 4,600,000

€L DEES

FOldeeS.CO.II | 058'707‘8181 www.integrityrealestate.co.il

PROF. MENACHEM MARCUS , M.D.
BOARD-CERTIFIED RHEUMATOLOGIST

Specializing in Arthritis and Osteoporosis
Ultrasound guided injections for carpal tunnel trigger fingers

Former Head of Rheumotology,
Hackensack University Medical Center [NJ)

PROMPT APPOINTMENTS

60 REHOV DISKIN, JERUSALEM 02-563-5673
Voted one of the “Best Doctors” in the NY/ NJ region for 22 consecutive years

om
Luni

"MIWI T 10129 W.ewensohn Raz & Co.

Estates, Probate, Real Estate Tama 38 and Renovation
and Inheritances* Transactions Construction Projects

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il
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Currently, there is considerable conver-
sation about the fact that Prime Minister
Netanyahu has officially requested a pardon
from President Herzog.

The etymology of the word pardon comes
from old French, which itself comes from the
late Latin word paronare meaning to forgive.
The Pardon is an act of forgiveness typically
granted by a person in authority. However,
there is an entirely different usage of the con-
cept Pardon and Pardon Me as defined by the
Oxford Dictionary. “Pardon” or “Pardon Me”
is a request to a speaker to repeat something
because one did not hear it or understand it.
In fact this was the first “Pardon Me” that I
came into contact with as a young boy. My
mother was a wise woman and taught me
that if someone was speaking and I spaced
out, didn’t understand what they had to say
or just wasn’t listening, “ Don’t say what or

Amlontrackto £

retire comfortably oy ’j‘

yin Israel? E)
< &

Aaron Frolich ,__‘1 4
Certified Financial Planner & ;
Licensed Investment Advisor
+972.54.320.8077

GREEN PEAK
ADVISORS

aaron@greenpeakadvisors.com www.greenpeakadvisors.com

- A

Book a FREE 30-minute consultation!
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RABBI BARUCH TAUB

what did you say?” Say, “Pardon Me”.

It may be that there are two very different
concepts to the meaning of Pardon and Par-
don Me. However in reality I believe they
converge. Pardon Me for not acknowledging
your authority and Pardon Me for taking for
granted what you have to say and for not
listening to you. The two Pardon Me’s work
in tandem.

So what does this have to do with
Hanukkah?

Truth be told there are multiple opportuni-
ties for “Pardon Me” moments on Hanukkah.
We are referred to in Ma’oz Tzur as Bnei
Vinah, people of understanding. There is so
much about The Almighty and Hanukkah
beneath the surface that we are challenged to
uncover. Miraculous messages that may elude
us and may require a Pardon Me Moment.

There is for example a unique feature to
Hanukkah in contradistinction to all the
Yamim Tovim. The original institution of
the holiday was to be “Yamim Tovim” with
the attendant prohibition of melachah. This
was altered by our Rabbis. We do not refer to
Hanukkah as Yamim Tovim in Al Hanissim.
All of our holidays have mitzvah observances
that engage us most of the day. The sukkah
and lulav on Sukkot. Matzoh on Pesach are
examples. Hanukkah is the only Yom Tov that
really has no tangible, constant reminder or
observance throughout the eight days. If not
for the exception of lightning the Hanukkah
candles around half an hour in the evening
one might completely miss the message of



the day. But really that fact actually highlights
the essence of the celebration.

Hanukkah is not merely a celebration of
the mitzvah of the oil or the miraculous mil-
itary victory. Hanukkah is about the miracle
of a return to normalcy. A return to the daily
routine of living with Torah, mitzvot and
Temple service.

It is clear from the Al Hanissim prayer that
Hanukkabh is the Jewish holiday of Thanks-
giving (behalel ubehoda’ah). Saying thank
you requires one to be clearly aware of the
reason for Thanksgiving.

So “Pardon me” Hakadosh Baruch Hu
for not listening carefully. Your love for
Am Yisrael has gifted us with an eight day
holiday not just about two extraordinary
Miracle Moments, but a holiday which
highlights the miraculous return to
normal Jewish living. Nothing special but
everything special.

Requesting a “Pardon” from the Almighty
for not appreciating His constant presence.
“Pardon Me” for not surrendering to Your
love. “Pardon Me” for not listening carefully
to the total impact of the normal holiday of
Hanukkah. Now that is a proper celebration
of our Jewish Thanksgiving.

B NNY NoNN

THE APPLIANCE
DOCTOR

SHLOMO ROSHGADOL Y
o58-558-2630

All brands, all models ‘[T

ﬂ. In Jerusalemn, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh i
and everywhere in between

Service within 24 hours

SHERLOCKS

WINTER HAIS

FOR MEN AND WOMEN

“IF THE HAT FIT8, IT’S SHERLOCKS!”

3 DOROT RISHONIM " » |
(Off Ben Yehuda) 02 563-7155

H&T Property Investments

Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE

Abarbanel St, Rechavia
Exclusive

* Luxury Large 4 Room

170 sq.m plus 120 sg.m garden

« Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
» Completely renovated

- Private entrance

« High ceilings and underfloor heating

Nava: 052-4810205
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»»»> Apply for Spring ‘26 | gsjs.touro.edu

DISCOVER NEW PERSPECTIVES

IN JEWISH HISTORY
AND JEWISH EDUCATION

Excited by Jewish History, Machshevet Yisrael or Chinuch?

Enroll in Touro University’s Graduate School of Jewish Studies and
pursue a master’s degree with concentrations in Jewish Studies or
Jewish Education. Or audit courses that interest and inspire.

Fully online via ZOOM (offered by Touro University New York)
Generous scholarships ¢ Noted faculty experts « Small classes

Ready to learn more? Dean Moshe Sokol will be in Israel Dec. 1-8.

Contact karen.rubin@touro.edu to schedule a meeting.

TOURO

UNIVERSITY

Graduate School
of Jewish Studies
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3-beds from V3.5m,
only 10% down, rest at )
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Shmuly Eisenmann:
+972 54-872-0470

shmulyscopitil.com
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Diane Cohen, . B i 4
(LU NIL I EELITERN @ New Katamon (Pat), Berl Locker St., by
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Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

“When Comfort Feels
Empty: Walkin% Beside a

Friend Who’s St

1 Waiting”

W NYH
5”1 102N YR 0P 12 PN’ PRND

Noga asks:

Aleeza, I have a dear friend who’s been
searching for her soulmate for over ten years.
She’s had several relationships that seemed
promising, but each time, the man ended it.
I've stood by her side through it all, but now
I feel lost. I don’t know what to say anymore.
The usual comforting words feel like clichés,
and I can see they don’t reach her heart. How
can I really support her now?

Aleeza answers:

You're not only describing your friend’s
pain, you're describing the ache of loving

Under 74 and a half

Don't wait until too late
To get Private Health Cover

For Serious Medical Issues

NOT covered by Kupat Cholim

Nermanz@shaham-orlan.co.il = 054-4258671

Licensed Insurance Prafassional
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someone who’s hurting and feeling helpless
to make it better. That’s such a holy place to
be in, even though it doesn’t feel that way.

When someone has been waiting for so
long, words often lose their meaning. “It will
happen,” “You just need faith,” “The right one
is coming” these phrases, while true, can land
flat when the waiting has stretched for years.
Sometimes, the most powerful comfort is
presence, not pep talks.

This is how Hashem created the world:
there are moments for action, and moments
for simply being. In this case, your presence,
your consistency, your belief in her even
when she struggles to believe herself can
be the light she needs most. You don’t need
to fix her story; you just need to hold space
for it.

You might say something gentle, like: “I
can’t imagine how hard this must feel after so
many years, but I still believe in your story, and
Pm here for you and with you.” Those words
don’t promise a timeline, but they reaffirm
love and hope without pressure.

And privately, keep davening for her. Some-
times the best help we can offer is whispered
tefillah, asking Hashem to open the gates of



mercy and timing. We don’t know why her
yes hasn’t arrived yet, but we do know this:
Hashem hasn’t forgotten her. He’s weaving
something unseen, something that will make
sense only when it unfolds.

Every year, every heartbreak is not wasted
it’s shaping her vessel for the right love. So
keep standing by her, gently reminding her
(and yourself): She’s not behind. She’s exactly
where she needs to be.

May she find the one and may it be this
year.

Aleezam

Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[EI47[E en.shagririm.org.il
RS 0585323242

o
HURE

JCT. mizracH

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

.| =532 SUNDAYS
Weekly Webinar

¥ kiﬁ ' /
{MM_‘_ [EIEEEE 9 pm Israel/2 pm EDT .
A

TIPS FOR OLIM pa\/éWay

28 minutes of tachlis

Register: olimpaveway.com/all-events
6 O [ @oclimpaveway

FOR RENT

RECHAVIA

Newly Renovated
Apartment

* 140+ Meters

* Entrance on Street Level

* 4 Bedrooms

* 2 Baths

* Large Washer/Dryer Room
* Dining/Living Room

* Security Room

¢ Sukkah Porch

Call Moish
052-423-5321

UK & ISRAEL REGISTERED
Alan Nevies

40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

CLINIC
IN
MODIIN

@ Back pain & Sciatica

@ Headaches & Neck Pain

@ Musculoskeletal & Sports Injuries

“ Working closely with Orthopaedic
Surgeons, Neurologists,
Rheumatologists & Family Doctors

< Email: a.nevies@outlook.com
Tel: 073-321-4181
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Director: Menachem Persoff o/
- www.yeshezra.org N e

This week:
BRIGHTEN UP THEIR CHANUKAH!

Please Donate to our Chanukah Toy Fund

And enter our lottery for a 400 NIS voucher
from the RED Pirate Toy Store!

We have many children among our clients just waiting
to get their Chanukah treat. You can make it happen!

When you make your donation, just call in to Sara
and register for the Toy Lottery. You may be the lucky one!
Sara: 058-530-9161 (Sunday, Monday, Wednesday: 10:00-14:00)

Thank you for supporting our crucial work for those less fortunate than us.

TO DONATE:
Website: www.yeshezra.org

Bank Transfer: Mercantile (17), Branch 642, A/C 79747843
(Send Asmachta for receipt)

Checks: Yesh Ezra, POB 31476, Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card: Sara: 077-820-0196 / 058-530-9161 (Sun, Mon, Wed.: 10:30-14:00)
Donate with: JGive &

* Tax benefit available for donations according to section 46a of the Israeli tax code

INQUIRIES

Menachem Persoff - 050-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com




b/\ Flying Soon? =
Travel with Confidence (=an
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <YW

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
T1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@]unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

2 %

'}\ Be'er Tziporah ah- -/*
Bottled Water Ge ;

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter and
brought life and strength to so &
many people, that she touched!

She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having

the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama
shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

—CabaRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

Just Listed! 93 SOQM renovated apartment in a brand-
new, fully accessible building. 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
underfloor heating, and a balcony with an amazing view!

Amazing apartment, great value! 101 SQM apartment,
fully accessible building, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, parking,
storage, & a great succah balcony! Asking: 3,200,000 NIS

Rare Opportunity to design your own home! 250 SQM
on one level, fully accessible, 2 parking & 2 storage. Great
location near Baka! Contact for more info!

Penthouse In The Sky! Gorgeous 200 SQM penthouse, &
bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 30 SQM succah balcony,
gorgeous views, parking, private elevator, and move-in
ready! New Price Contact for info

Just Listed! Incredible 150 sqm luxury apartment, with a
150 sgm roof. Private parking, elevator, amazing location,
and tons of light! Contact for more info!

New Price! Amazing S-room, 2 bathroom, 120 sqm
penthouse, huge sukkah balcony and, 97 sgm registered
roof. Fully accessible with parking. Asking now 3.19 NIS

Hagilgal, Ma'ale Adumim
Free Standing House! 355 sqm, 10 rcoms, 5 bath. Pool,
Jacuzzi, Sauna. Beautifully renovated and designed with
a massive succah terrace and a stunning view!

Beit HaBechira, Tamar, Efrat

Amazing Cottage! Gorgeous, renovated duplex with
private entrance. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, succah balcony,

Newly LJstad‘ Amazing stand-alone house with a huge
wrap-arumd garden, 11 bedrooms, 8 baths, 372 SQM

Yaniv +972.52.614.1442 I.
“Yaniv@gabairealestate L.L.IITl
08 |

20’5 N YN
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J = Theme:
THE Y FILEST o

(SYERUSHALAYIN)

YOU SHOULD TRY A MORE SEASOMAL
TZIYON T.V. HEAD l}FFIEE,S, WELL-DONE POLKE WE L ABBREVIATION, LIKE, SAY...
= w MAY 1 HELP YOU? 48 L PUT ON THE SEDER PLATE? &8 . | numm IJREII:IEI.... 7

OH, HEY, MALKI,
IT'S ME,
IROA...

UH, YEAH...
BUT, COME ON,

'\"EIH. SAY, IF YOUR HAME WAS ...
' DIEDRE EDEL...7

OK, | DON'T HAVE TIME
[ FOR THIS. MY DAD SENT
ME TO GET SOME WHISKEY
FOR THE UPCOMING
OFFICE CHAHUKA PARTY...

OK, NICE IMPERSONATION, MR, YERUSHALMI,
YOU SOUND ALMOST LIKE MALKI, BUT
THIS IS TOTALLY OUT OF CHARACTER FOR HER,

_AND TOTALLY IN CHARACTER FOR YOU...

(" WELL, OK, THANKS FOR THE SUEEESIIUN
BUT MOST UNFORTUNATELY MY

HAME 15 WOT DIEDRE EDEL...

HOW ABOUT “LATKE"?
THAT WOULD BE PERFECT IF
YOU NAME WAS... LANA T. KETTLEBAUM
OR SOMETHING...

'\
DO YOU HAVE ANY NEPHEWS OR NIECES?
L IF YOU CHANGE YOUR NAMETO /£
YOCHEVED URSULA, YOU COULD BE
"AUNTY-YOCHUS”...GET IT?

{750 1 YOST NEED TO KHOW
WICH TYPE HE WANTS...

WHAT SIGNS?! THERE'S LIKE 300 DIFFERENT TYPES HE'S IN A CONFERENCE CALL. | WOULD
HERE! AND EVERY YEAR MY DAD LIKES TO TRY A RATHER DIE THAN INTERRUPT HIM ON
HEW BRAND, S0 HOW ON EARTH AM | SUPPOSED IMPORTANT BUSINESS MATTERS...

TO GUESS WHICH DHE HE WANTS THIS YEAR? F,

SUCH LOYALTY
- TO ONE'S EMPLOYER.
M‘L WOULDNT IT BE
NICE IF WE COULD
FIND THE ANSWERS

% T0 OUR DILEMMAS
IN LIFE? '

YES, YOU HIIDW... YES, IT WOULD! AND FORTUNATELY, mts DILEMMA Y
READ THE SIGHS... HAS AVERY SIMPLE WAY OF ANSWERING! JUST
QPEN HIS OFFICE DOOR AHD ASK HIM HICELY...




“BECAUSE OF QUR TRADITVONS,
HOW (AN ‘fﬂil::ﬂi?ﬂ URKELPTUL, EVERY ONE OF U5 KNOWS
_ WHO HE 15 AND WHAT

G-0 EAPECTS WM T0 DOY”

AH! THAT | CAN TELL
L YOU IN ONE WORD...

 TRADITION!

WELL, WOULDN'T IT BE HICE IF WE COULD ALL GET
A CLEAR MESSAGE FROM G-D TO GUIDE US ON THE

RIGHT PATH FOR UST

WOULDKT IT BE NICE
IF 6-0 COULD JusTt
SHOW LIS WHAT HE WANTS
INSTEAD OF LEAVING US
T0 DO ALL THE
GUESSWORK?

N\
CLUELESS  wiyay, WOODWLONT AT &
1 B WICE 1F WE WERE...7}

r.m*. WELL, RABBI SHIMSHON REFAEL
HIRSCH SAYS THAT THE DREAMS OF

YOSEF, THE BAKER AND THE BUTLER TweRe's BEER A RN G
SHOW THAT HE DOES! /7 DREES
ves.
OUR POINT,

PLEASET

EEAM
¥

)

WELL, THE BUTLER'S DREAM WAS
VERY STRAIGHTFORWARD:
THREE VINES BEFORE HIM AND

HE SERVES WINE TO PHARDAH
? AS A BUTLER ABAIN...

6-0 DOES SEND US MESSAGES!
FAIRLY CLEAR OMES, TOD!
THINK OF THOSE DREAMS...

175 PRETTY SELF-EXPLANATORY - THE ONLY
RIDDLE 1N THE DREAM IS JUST THAT THE
THREE NYWES SIGNIFY THREE DAYS, THAT'S ALL...

SAME GOES FOR THE BAKER'S
| THREE BASKETS. AND YOSEF'S
DREAMS ARE ALSD VERY
(LEAR...

i g

==

RAV HIRSCH SAYS THAT 6-D \
ALWAYS DROPS US CLUES AS
T0 WHAT WE SHOULD DO...
IF WE LISTEM T0
THOSE CLUES, WE'LL FIND THAT
IT°5 USUALLY ONLY ONE OR
TWO SIMPLE RIDDLES...

WELL, 6-D, IF THERE WAS
A MESSAGE FOR ME IN THAT
EXTREMELY ANNOYING
PHONE CALL...7

URGH! INSTEAD OF GETTING A
CLEAR, SIMPLE ANSWER
FROM MALKY,

WHO SHOULD ANSWER
THE PHOME BUT...7

0K, WOHDERFUL, SHKOYACH.
REGRETTABLY, I'M OH A

TIGHT LUNCH BREAK HERE,
50 BYE NOW!

IROA, YOU WONDERFUL GIRL!
HOW DID YOU KMOW | WANTED
THE “YERUSHALMI"
WHISKEY?

L. YOU KNOW... | JUST...
READ THE SIGNS...




TORAH 4 TEENS

CHAYA-HEDY MOSHE,
MADRICHA

OWNING ONE’S MISSION
AND REMAINING RESILIENT

From the beginning of this parsha, Yosef
knew Hashem had given him a mission. He
received his prophetic dreams and had no
doubt it was his duty to carry them out. How-
ever, despite his confidence in his mission,
it seems his circumstances were constantly
against him. Throughout the parsha, Yosef
experiences a pattern of extreme highs and
lows. He begins his life as the favored son,
and then is thrown into a pit and sold as a
slave by his brothers. Afterwards, Yosef’s
owner, Potifar, takes a liking to him and puts
him in charge of his home. Yosef becomes
successful, only to then be falsely accused
by Potifar’s wife of having relations with her.
Thus, Yosef is thrown in jail and hits another
low point.

One may wonder: how was Yosef able to

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Several brand new apartments for sale on
Mekor Chaim street - Spacious 3 &4 rooms,
mirpeset, storage, parking & Shabbat elevator.
From 3.09m shekel

Great opportunity to buy in a new building
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot

2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices start
at just 2.39m shekel

Awesome opportunity in Baka - Spacious, quiet
&light, 5 rooms, in a small and modern building,
elevator, parking, storage and a Mirpest 7.6m shekel
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withstand these challenges and remain pos-
itive? One moment he has it all, and the next
moment it is taken away. How did Yosef not
complain or feel self-pity during this constant
rollercoaster of a life?

Yosef’s unwavering resilience stems from
his view of life. He believed, at his core, that
everything was from Hashem. No matter
where he was or what the situation was, he
was certain it was part of the plan. This was
his momentum. This is what kept him going.

In life, we will experience moments of
success and difficulty. Yosef reminds us that
these experiences are only a means to an end
for the greater picture designed by Hashem.
Our job is to own this reality and trust it—to
push ourselves to view the back-and-forth as
part of our mission from G-d and embrace it
with confidence.

ELIOR COHEN
12™ GRADE, MODIIN

SMALL CRACKS, BIG IMPACT

Parashat Vayeishev drops us straight into
one of the most dramatic family stories in
the Torah. Yosef is Yaakov’s favorite son, the
brothers are frustrated, and the atmosphere
at home is tense. It’s not surprising that things
fall apart. But the Torah shows us exactly

where the breakdown begins.
The pasuk says:
“DivY? 1127152 XY

“They could not speak to him peacefully.”
Before anything dramatic happens-before



the pit, before the sale-the Torah points to
something small. They couldn’t even talk to
each other with calmness or kindness. That
tiny shift, that inability to communicate peace-
fully, is the first crack in the relationship.

What stands out even more is Yosef’s
response when everything collapses around
him. He ends up far from home, in a strange
country, facing betrayal, slavery, and prison.
Yet he refuses to let those moments define
him. Wherever he is, he chooses honesty,
responsibility, and hope. Those quiet choices
slowly raise him up until he becomes a leader
in Egypt.

There’s a message here that feels close to
real life. Conflicts rarely explode overnight—
they grow when people stop talking, assume
the worst, or let small annoyances pile up.
And in our own challenges—friendships,
family pressure, school stress-it’s easy to feel
stuck and think the moment we’re in is the
whole story.

Yosef teaches us that small decisions can
shift everything: speaking more gently, choos-
ing kindness even when it’s hard, taking one
step forward when you feel discouraged.

So the question for this week is:

What small choice can I make in my rela-
tionships or challenges that might change
the direction of the story?

Because sometimes, just like in Yosef’s
life, one small step is enough to turn things
around. m

Mazal Tov to
Rabbi Shai & Bilha Finkelstein
and family on the marriage
of their son

\\\\\

LEVIYITZGHAK

Painter and decoratori
and renovations <= ..
e —
—

i

Vv 15 years experience

v High standard of work

v/ cleanliness

CD) © 0544282937

Integrating
SOMATIC MOVEMENT PRACTICES
with
THERAPEUTIC BRAIN TECHNOLOGIES
for Physical & Mental Well-Being!

:_.'-(;,-'-,

ALLEVIATE
* Anxiety * Trauma
* Fibromyalgia *IBS * Migraine
* Chronic Pain
* Somatic Disorders
* ADDIADHD
* Childhood Autism

Somaticlllelnese Coaching avalable via Zoom
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The yishuv dream is Ral
ad i3 S magudes fione Aanal Coeil ieneshs.

en you dreamed of living in Israel, is this what you imagined?
Not an elevator and a mirpeset — but a backyard for the little
ones, a basement for Saba and Savta, and Shabbat kiddush in the
street with neighbors. The soul of a yishuv. The comfort of home. Pt
Welcome to The Ridge in Giv'ot Eden. EDENHILLS.CO.L [
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AT EDEN HILLS

TO JERUSALEM TO MOVE IN FROM RBS Q? 'l* H l_j Rl l ) (; l—t

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES FROM 262 SQM, STARTING AT /6.5 MILLION L

ISRAEL +972 5277 33458 USA +1(914) 895-5957 EMAIL YOAV@PBYR.GROUP EDENHILLS.CO.IL
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Irwestments
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OLIM ADVJSORS

One Stop Shop For Aliyah &
Reaol Estate

Jerusalem’s
New Luxury
Project on

Derech Beit
Lechem

HHI RS

Group Buy Investments is proud to offer the very
first apartments in this premium development by a
respected and established real estate company.

Group buy investments and olim advisors are inviting
you to join a zoom on Sunday 12/14 at 20:00 to present this
amazing opportunity!

Spacious 3, 4, and 5-room apartments with exclusive amenities,
including a private pool, modern gym, and a central Jerusalem location. |

d

Special Benefits:
Complete building index exemption.

Flexible Payment Plan:
20% at signing, remainder at occupancy in 2031.

Exclusive Opportunity: Scan the QR code
Offered before the project is released to the open or leave a message
market, available to a select group of buyers only. for a link to the

LIMITED UNITS AVAILABLE WITH THESE TERMS

For more information contact:

Chaim Kesselman - 0502838683 | Gabriel Schickman - 0523742380 E



Jgive
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Every legacy starts
with a dream.

Envisioning a smarter way to give?

With a Jgive donor-advised fund, you can transform
your tzedakah into a clear, structured plan—supporting
any Israeli nonprofit, with global tax benefits built in.

From dream to strategy.

Learn more at platinum@jgive.com or scan the
QR code to get started:




