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The  
Golden Mean

The economist John Kenneth Galbraith 
once commented that the definition of 
a true philosopher is someone who can 
defend two polar opposite theories and 
be comfortable with Galbraith was on to 
something, but he was preceded by Cha-
zon Ish. 

In a letter, Chazon Ish comments on the 
qualifications of a Navi. He quotes Ram-
bam for example who states that Nevu’ah 
can only be received and transmitted if 
the prophet is b’simcha. Remarkably that 
means, comments Chazon Ish, that when  
Yirmiyahu wrote Eicha he was b’simcha! 
This counter-intuitive reality highlights 
the fact that a person has the capacity to 
live with two contradictory qualities and 
function comfortably with both of them 
simultaneously. 

In fact a careful reading of the first and 
second chapters of Rambam’s Hilchot Deot 
will reveal that this is the proper under-
standing of the Golden Mean, the middle 
path in exercising character traits. Contrary 
to the generally accepted understanding of 
this central motif that this “middle road” 
is “moderation” in the classic sense ( not 
extremely arrogant yet not extremely hum-
ble, but somewhere in the middle). Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel of Kotzk was known to 
say “A horse walks in the middle of the road 
not a Jew”.  

A proper analysis of Rambam’s halachot 
will reveal the true understanding of the 
Golden Mean. 

He can also exercise extreme 
humility and an embracing love

It is not about a constant positioning “in 
the middle “Deot is about being in total 
control of one’s emotions. True success 
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Pardon Me
Currently, there is considerable conver-

sation about the fact that Prime Minister 
Netanyahu has officially requested a pardon 
from President Herzog. 

The etymology of the word pardon comes 
from old French, which itself comes from the 
late Latin word paronare meaning to forgive. 
The Pardon is an act of forgiveness typically 
granted by a person in authority. However, 
there is an entirely different usage of the con-
cept Pardon and Pardon Me as defined by the 
Oxford Dictionary. “Pardon” or “Pardon Me” 
is a request to a speaker to repeat something 
because one did not hear it or understand it. 
In fact this was the first “Pardon Me” that I 
came into contact with as a young boy. My 
mother was a wise woman and taught me 
that if someone was speaking and I spaced 
out, didn’t understand what they had to say 
or just wasn’t listening, “ Don’t say what or 

what did you say?” Say, “Pardon Me”. 
It may be that there are two very different 

concepts to the meaning of Pardon and Par-
don Me. However in reality I believe they 
converge. Pardon Me for not acknowledging 
your authority and Pardon Me for taking for 
granted what you have to say and for not 
listening to you. The two Pardon Me’s work 
in tandem.

So what does this have to do with 
Hanukkah?

Truth be told there are multiple opportuni-
ties for “Pardon Me” moments on Hanukkah. 
We are referred to in Ma’oz Tzur as Bnei 
Vinah, people of understanding. There is so 
much about The Almighty and Hanukkah 
beneath the surface that we are challenged to 
uncover. Miraculous messages that may elude 
us and may require a Pardon Me Moment. 

There is for example a unique feature to 
Hanukkah in contradistinction to all the 
Yamim Tovim. The original institution of 
the holiday was to be “Yamim Tovim” with 
the attendant prohibition of melachah. This 
was altered by our Rabbis. We do not refer to 
Hanukkah as Yamim Tovim in Al Hanissim. 
All of our holidays have mitzvah observances 
that engage us most of the day. The sukkah 
and lulav on Sukkot. Matzoh on Pesach are 
examples. Hanukkah is the only Yom Tov that 
really has no tangible, constant reminder or 
observance throughout the eight days. If not 
for the exception of lightning the Hanukkah 
candles around half an hour in the evening 
one might completely miss the message of 
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the day. But really that fact actually highlights 
the essence of the celebration. 

Hanukkah is not merely a celebration of 
the mitzvah of the oil or the miraculous mil-
itary victory. Hanukkah is about the miracle 
of a return to normalcy. A return to the daily 
routine of living with Torah, mitzvot and 
Temple service.

It is clear from the Al Hanissim prayer that 
Hanukkah is the Jewish holiday of Thanks-
giving (behalel ubehoda’ah). Saying thank 
you requires one to be clearly aware of the 
reason for Thanksgiving. 

So “Pardon me” Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
for not listening carefully. Your love for 
Am Yisrael has gifted us with an eight day 
holiday not just about two extraordinary 
Miracle Moments, but a holiday which 
highlights the miraculous return to 
normal Jewish living. Nothing special but 
everything special.

Requesting a “Pardon” from the Almighty 
for not appreciating His constant presence. 
“Pardon Me” for not surrendering to Your 
love. “Pardon Me” for not listening carefully 
to the total impact of the normal holiday of 
Hanukkah. Now that is a proper celebration 
of our Jewish Thanksgiving.
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