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We continue to pray for the return of all the kedoshim from Gaza.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
 Kiddush Levana

Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Kislev/Thurs. night Dec. 4

COVER IMAGE Photographed by David Hochhauser
We made Aliya in 2014. We live in Beit Shemesh and I am fortunate to have 
my parents, siblings, and their families here. The picture was taken from the 
roof of the Dan Tel Aviv at sunset last summer. It captures how the beauty of 
the Land of Israel is all around us.
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

It is very common for those who grew 
up reading the stories of the Avot to forget 
what it is like to hear these stories in the 
Torah for the first time. When HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu tells Avraham Avinu to bring up 
his beloved son Yitzchak as a sacrifice, if we 
didn’t already know how the story ends, we 
would be absolutely shocked, our hearts 
pounding, wondering what will happen and 
how Avraham and Yitzchak can make it out 
alive while listening to Hashem. When the 
brothers conspire to sell Yosef, we would be 
on the edge of our seats - if we didn’t already 
know what happens in the story. 

So too in Parshat Vayishlach. Yaakov Avinu 
is about to encounter his brother Esav, who, 
last we heard, planned to kill him all those 
years ago. Not only that, but we find out that 
Esav is accompanied by 400 men, a veritable 
army. What will be Yaakov’s fate? Has Esav 
forgiven Yaakov, or will this be a showdown 
like no other?

The Torah sets this up as a kind of bat-
tle, and in some senses, the fight already 

happened the night before with Yaakov 
wrestling with the angel, the Sar shel Esav, 
according to Chazal. However, just reading 
the Torah, we find that when Yaakov actually 
meets Esav, the conversation is seemingly 
cordial. At the end of the encounter, Esav 
makes the following statement: (Bereshit 
33:9) “Yesh li rav, achi” - Brother, I have a lot. 
Yet, in response, Yaakov says something else: 
(Bereshit 33:11) “Yesh li kol” - I have every-
thing. Then they go their separate ways. What 
is the difference between having “a lot” and 
having “everything”?

The answer is that Esav was constantly 
thinking that yes, he has a lot - but he could 
always have more. He was unfulfilled, unsat-
isfied with his family, his power, and his 
fortune. On the other hand, Yaakov said he 
had everything. He was happy with what he 
had, and was content with his lot, and could 
offer what he had to his brother.

My wife and I and our family have had 
the tremendous zechut of having over the 
children of Rabbi Mordechai and Shayndel 
Feuerstein, a”h, for many Shabbatot. Rabbi 
Mordechai and Shayndel Feuerstein were 
the Rabbi and Rebbetzin in Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia, before my family and I spent 
several years in Vancouver, and then they 
became the Rabbi and Rebbetzin in Living-
ston, New Jersey. While their children were 
growing up, I took such pride in seeing them 
become advisors in NCSY Vancouver, which 
I headed. Through that time and beyond, we 
developed a beautiful relationship with many 

Condolences to  
Mrs. Miriam Stein,  

Susie & Simcha Fund  
and to the entire family 
on the passing of their  

husband/father/ 
grandfather/great-grandfather

Dr David Stein z”l
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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of them. I admired Rabbi and Reb-
betzin Feuerstein because they were 
real trailblazers in what they did in 
their community, both in Vancouver 
as well as in Livingston, and their 
children continue in that path. 

I remember one time, I had their 
son Yosef over for Shabbat, and after 
I cut the challah, he told me how his 
father, Rabbi Feuerstein, would make 
sure to collect the crumbs left behind 
after cutting the challah and eat them. Now, 
I had heard of the saying of the gemara that 
those who are careful with the crumbs of the 
challah will not become poor, and I had heard 
of various segulot involving bread crumbs. 

“No, those aren’t the reasons,” he declared. 
It was something else entirely. He told me that 
his father would say that if a person stopped 
to think about the amount of grains of wheat 
that grow all over the world every single year, 
from Canada to America to Russia to Israel, 
they know that that amount must be massive. 
Ask yourself, he would say, what a particular 
grain of wheat has thought of on its way to 
becoming part of a challah. “Am I going to 
merit to be made into kosher food? Will peo-
ple say a beracha on me? Will I help someone 
get closer to Hashem?” That grain must have 
prayed and begged HaKadosh Baruch Hu to 
be part of a challah and be part of our oneg 
Shabbat, with a special board and special 
cutlery and a beautiful table in front of him. 

All those hopes and dreams for this piece 
of wheat - and it starts to come true. Lo and 
behold, the Ribono shel Olam grants his wish. 
This little grain travels a great journey, from 
the field to the factory to the store shelf to 
the grocery bag, and eventually is made into 
the Lechem Mishneh at a holy Jew’s home 

on Shabbat night. Wow! This piece of grain 
must be over the moon! The family washes 
their hands and makes hamotzi, all sitting 
in anticipation for their first bite of challah. 
The wheat grain is so excited. Finally, the baal 
habayit sits down and makes the beracha, and 
cuts the challah. And what should happen 
then? This little piece of wheat becomes a 
crumb. Instead of landing on a plate, he lands 
on the table, a small speck, forgotten and 
forlorn. “This is it for me,” the grain thinks. 
“I’m going to end up in the garbage and all is 
lost. I went through so much to end up here, 
and this is it.”

So, Rabbi Feuerstein would conclude his 
story, and say, how could I do that to this piece 
of wheat? And so he scoops up all the crumbs 
and brings them into his seudah as well. 

Do we think this way? Are we sensitive to 

In memory of
Rabbi Shimon Herman ז”ל

beloved husband, father,  
grandfather, great grandfather
on his 7th yahrzeit, 15 Kislev

Charlotte, N’tina, Yehuda, Moshe, 
Shmuel, Reuven and families

יהי זכרו ברוך
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the journey of all the things in our lives and 
how they got to be that way? All the obstacles 
they had to go through to be where they are 
supposed to be? Every piece of wood in the 
table in our kitchen, or every tile on the floor 
of the shul, has a story. More than that, every 
person has a story. Of obstacles, yes, but also 
of tremendous successes in getting through 
those obstacles. 

Esav said, “Yesh li rav.” He saw himself as 
always needing more, not paying attention to 
the successes already accomplished and what 
he could be doing with what he has achieved. 
Yaakov knew that what he has comes from 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and that his wealth 
is in the service of a higher ideal. If he had 
crumbs, he knew they were for a holy pur-
pose. We all should think this way. If I have a 
car, am I offering rides to others in need? Am 
I listening to Torah shiurim or wasting time? 
Am I taking my salary and making sure to 
donate as much as I possibly can, whether 
it is to OU Israel for the incredible programs 
that we’re running here in Israel, or to any 
other worthwhile organization that is doing 
great things for the Jewish people? 

This consideration is particularly poignant 
in the month of December, when many of us 
think about how to close out our tax year with 
donations. So I hope that we're all able to look 
up to shamayim and say, “HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu, thank You so much for giving us all of the 

incredible gifts that we have. We will try our 
best to take these gifts and sanctify them for 
the world as much as possible. We’re going 
to do as much chesed as we possibly can, and 
we’re going to make sure that we will never 
say just yesh li rav, but yesh li kol.”

Recently, Rabbi Feuerstein’s son Yosef 
reminded me how Rabbi Feuerstein would 
compare his story of the crumbs to how we 
should view all of Bnei Yisrael. We cannot 
forget any Jew. We need to bring them 
together and raise them up, spiritually and 
materially. We have to do everything we can 
to help them, save them, and be sensitive to 
their needs. And really, this is why I am so 
proud of the work we are doing at OU Israel. 

Let me add to what Rabbi Feuerstein said 
and say that when Yaakov Avinu tells Esav 
“Yesh li kol,” he is standing with his eleven 
sons and his daughter, Dina. Truly, he saw 
the importance of every single Jew and knew 
that he had everything he needed when they 
were united as one.
Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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RABBI MOSHE HAUER ZT"L

In late November 2023, a ceasefire took 
place, allowing for the release of many 
hostages. The moment was bittersweet as 
many hostages still remained in Gaza and 
potential for a wider conflict loomed large. 
Rabbi Hauer acknowledged the challenges 
of the moment and, drawing on our par-
sha, reminded us how Jews are meant to 
experience history, by recognizing that we 
are playing the long game. 

For the people of the book, our view of 
the present is drawn on a background that 
stretches back not to 1967 or 1948, not even 
to the Holocaust, but all the way back to the 
very beginning of the Jewish story. While 
smug and self-righteous statesmen and 
university students justify incomprehensi-
bly monstrous acts of terror within narrow 
windows of context, Jews see current events 
as the continuation of the history which is 
the bedrock of our identity, where “in every 
generation they stand over us to destroy us.” 
We have been down this road before, and we 
know where it leads.

The world looks very different to those who 
take a step back and see the big picture, and 
that picture can at times be very sobering.Con-
sider this week of hostage releases. We, who 
so cherish human life, shared in the profound 

joy and relief of the women and children who 
returned to life and family after being taken 
and buried alive by the brutal enemy. Yet, 
when we step back, in the corner of the big 
picture we notice the homecoming celebration 
taking place in Ramallah. Those returnees 
were not hostages but criminals, women and 
teens who had been imprisoned for terrorist 
actions. They were celebrated – not in Hamas’ 
Gaza but in the capital of the moderate Pal-
estinian Authority – as homecoming heroes 
by those who rather than cherish life have 
chosen to celebrate death and murder, lion-
izing and supporting those who have brought 
death upon thousands of their own children 
in their blind and venomous hatred of Israel. 

Then we take another step back and the 
picture becomes even more grim. Now we 
are able to see beyond the joy of today, back 
to the recent past and into the future. We see 
Gilad Shalit and – lehavdil - Yahya Sinwar. We 
see the freed Israeli hostages, women and 
children trying to live happy and productive 
lives while coping with the grief over their 
family members massacred by Hamas, the 
destruction of their homes and communities, 
and the trauma of their captivity. And we see 
the freed Palestinian prisoners, women and 
children yet unrepentant terrorists, heroes 
all too eager to get back to their work of 

The Long Game of  
Jewish History
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murdering and maiming Jews.
From the vantage point of that step back we 

find it difficult to comprehend how Israel’s 
greatest allies provide them with specific 
instructions and demands regarding the 
current humanitarian needs and future gov-
ernance of those who aid, abet, and celebrate 
their attackers while coming up short on the 
specifics of how they can accomplish that and 
ensure a modicum of safety and security for 
themselves. From that step back and its view 
of the elaborate physical infrastructure of ter-
ror and the hatred of Israel so deeply embed-
ded in Palestinian cultural and educational 
institutions, we find it impossibly difficult 
to understand references to brief wars and 
quick shifts to an independent Palestinian 
state alongside Israel.

The Torah records that our first purchase of 
land in Israel was the Cave of the Patriarchs 
in Hebron. It was an elaborate transaction 
carried out in plain view and with the assent 
and participation of the local leadership. 
There we laid our nation’s foundations deep 
in the soil of what would thereby become our 
homeland. Almost all our original ancestors, 
Avraham and Sarah, Yitzchak and Rivkah, 
and Yaakov and Leah, would be laid to rest 
there, “gathered to their people, aged and 
satisfied with their years.”

Rachel would not join them. Her burial place 
was neither purchased nor formalized. Instead, 
after dying in childbirth, she was laid to rest at 
the side of the road. While the ancestral cou-
ples buried in Hebron represent our nation’s 
lasting connection to its homeland, Rachel is 
recalled by a lonely monument to life inter-
rupted, representing the tragic history of our 
wanderings in exile. Rachel lies there, crying 
over her children taken hostage, crying over the 

present, until God asks her to take a step back 
and see the future in a way that is not sobering 
but comforting, allowing her to see the fuller 
picture of the future, of Netzach Yisrael.

This is what Hashem says: A voice is heard in 
Rama, wailing, bitter weeping. It is Racĥel weep-
ing for her children. She refuses to be comforted 
for her children, for they are gone. This is what 
Hashem says: Restrain your voice from crying 
and your eyes from tears, for there is a reward 
for your work… and they will return from the 
land of the enemy. There is hope for your future, 
declares Hashem, and your children will return 
home. (Yirmiyahu 31:14-16)

Jewish history is a long game. You need to 
know it to really get it. We must take that step 
back and not allow others to limit our vision. 

Every Jew needs to tell ourselves and our 
children our story, the long game of Jewish 
history, the roots that define our past and 
the big picture view of the world. We must 
absorb within ourselves the Torah values 
that must define our present. And we must 
drive patiently and consistently towards the 
magnificent and comforting Jewish vision of 
the future, when (Yeshayahu 25:8) “Hashem 
will destroy death forever, wiping away tears 
from all faces; and the shame of His people 
He shall remove from all the earth.” 

לעילוי נשמת אבינו וסבא היקר
ישראל בן בצלאל ויענטא בלומא ז”ל

Dedicated in loving memory of
our dear Father and Grandfather

Cyril (Yisrael) Newman z”l
On his 11th Yahrtzeit - כ’ כסלו

Judith Berger, Zale Newman,
Chaviva Braun, and families
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Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
RCA Israel Region

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

that my progeny would be numerous.
The story of Breishit is the story of Divine 

promises. Yaakov received a promise in the 
dream with the ladder that G-d would return 
him to the Land of Israel. And he also was 
instructed by G-d in the middle of last week’s 
parsha to return to the Land and He will be 
with him.

While Yaakov believes these promises, the 
devil is in the details. Ok, G-d will return me 
safely to the Land, but then what? My brother 
Esav wanted to kill me. That is why I fled. And 
I had an informant back in the Land who 
was keeping an eye on Esav, promising to 
me that she would send me word when the 
coast was clear to return home. My mother. 
She promised that when Esav mellowed and 
no longer wanted to kill me then the coast 
was clear to return. 

But. I never heard from her. Did she switch 
allegiance? Maybe Esav never mellowed after 
all and still has every intent to kill me.

So, while I believe G-d’s promise that He 
will bring me back to the Land safely, what 
happens after that?

He is scared. He sends word to Esav. Esav 
is coming with 400 men. That is not a wel-
coming party. He means war.

Yaakov prays. 
2ND ALIYA (32:14-30)

Yaakov prepares gifts of his live-
stock for Esav with the message: 

from your servant Yaakov. A man fights 
Yaakov overnight, wounding his thigh. At 
dawn the man tells him his name is Yisrael, 

PARSHAT VAYISHLACH
Yaakov returns to the Land of Israel. He 

is fearful of a confrontation with Esav. He 
prepares by dividing his entourage. A man 
fights him through the night, changing his 
name to Yisrael from Yaakov at dawn. Yaa-
kov sends gifts to Esav to appease him. Esav 
runs, hugs Yaakov, kisses him and cries. 
Yaakov spurns Esav’s request that they set-
tle together. Dinah is raped by Shechem in 
Shechem. Shimon and Levi kill the men of 
the city. Yaakov arrives at Beit El, the place of 
his ladder dream and builds an altar. Rachel 
dies giving birth to Binyamin. Reuven lies 
with Bilha. Yaakov is reunited with Yitzchak. 
Esav’s lineage is outlined.

1ST ALIYA (32:4-13)
Yaakov sends messengers to Esav: 

Tell Esav that his servant Yaakov 
has been with Lavan. We have much flock. 
Word comes back that Esav is approaching 
with 400 men. Yaakov is afraid; splits his 
entourage, so at least half will survive. And he 
prays: While I am undeserving, You promised 

In Loving Memory of
Louis Denkberg ז”ל

אליעזר בן בן ציון וגיטל דנקברג ז”ל
Husband, father, grandfather

and great-grandfather
on his 8th yahrzeit

He is greatly missed - יהי זכרו ברוך 

The Denkberg and Bar-Lev families
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for he fought G-d and man and prevailed. 
Yaakov attempts to appease Esav with gifts. 

Why does he think livestock gifts with a gift 
card attached, “from your servant Yaakov” 
will cool Esav’s murderous intent? 

Perhaps Yaakov is sending a message: the 
blessing I stole from you was a dud. Never 
happened. So, no reason to be angry. 

What was that bracha? “G-d will give you 
of the fat of the Land, much grain and wine. 
And you will rule: your brother will bow to 
you.” A 3-part bracha: agricultural success, 
political power and dominance over your 
brother. 

None of it happened. No agricultural suc-
cess; all I have are animals. No land. Certainly, 
no fat of the land. 

And power? I have been a migrant worker 
with Lavan. 

And who is bowing to whom? “From your 
servant Yaakov”. 

3 strikes – no fat of the land. No power. And 
you are the master, not me. So, no need to 
fuss over a bracha that was a blank.

3RD ALIYA (32:31-33:5)
Yaakov wakes with a limp, hence 

the prohibition of eating the sciatic 
nerve. He sees Esav. Divides his family. Esav 
runs to him, hugs, kisses and cries. 

The struggle with the man ends with a 
limp. This struggle is immortalized by the 
prohibition of the sciatic nerve.

This is the only mitzvah from the epoch of 
the Avot besides brit mila. Any story immor-
talized by a mitzvah demands attention.

Why would we immortalize Yaakov’s fight 
over night with a man, or maybe angel, result-
ing in the change of his name to Yisrael and 
also with a limp?

The lesson is perhaps a sober one. The 

name Israel, the people Israel, will live a con-
fronted life, a life of opposition, of struggle. 
Oh, we will emerge, persevere, survive the 
night. But with a limp. Divine promises are 
not of Gan Eden, of a history of sunny days. 
The promises are broad, undefined, open 
ended. Like “I will be with you”. “You will 
inherit the Land”. Wonderful assurances. But 
broad. What do they mean? We will persist. 
Fine. But how? Unscathed? Limping.

It is crucial to read all of the stories of 
Bereshit in light of the promises. The prom-
ises were all well known. However, under-
standing what Divine promises mean, how 
they will play out in real life, when they will 
occur? And at what price? That preoccupies 
the minds of the Avot. They live with uncer-
tainty. Faith in the promises; uncertainty as 
to what they mean.

4TH ALIYA (33:6-20)
Esav is urged to accept Yaakov’s 

gifts. Esav offers that they live in 
brotherhood. Yaakov demurs, sending Esav 
ahead, hinting he will catch up. He turns 
instead toward the Land of Israel. He dwells 
in Sukkot and then in Shechem. He builds an 
altar and calls in the name of G-d.

Yaakov is undoubtedly relieved with Esav’s 
embrace. But he insists on a complete sepa-
ration from Esav. Perhaps Esav’s kisses are 
sincere. Today. What will tomorrow bring? 

And while Yaakov may have tried to con-
vince Esav that the bracha of Yitzchak did not 
come to be, he does not believe that himself. 
He is convinced he is the heir to the Jewish 
legacy. He goes to Shechem and builds an altar. 

Why doesn’t he go immediately to Beit 
El? Didn’t he make a vow when he had the 
dream with the ladder that he would return 
to that spot? And why didn’t he immediately 
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reunite with his mother and father? Why go 
to Shechem and not Beit El or Chevron? 

The Jewish people will enter the land of 
Israel 3 times. Avraham. Yaakov. Yehoshua. 
Each time the first stop is Shechem.

Yaakov is following in Avraham’s foot-
steps – literally. Avraham journeyed from 
Charan; first stop in the Land of Israel was 
Shechem, where he built an altar. Yaakov has 
just journeyed from Charan to the Land of 
Israel, stopping first at Shechem and building 
an altar. He sees himself clearly as the heir of 
Avraham, walking in his footsteps.

5TH ALIYA (34:1-35:11)
Dina is raped by Shechem in 

Shechem. The brothers claim they 
will only ally with people who are circum-
cised. While the men are recovering Shimon 
and Levi kill them all. Yaakov is upset. But 
they counter; “can they make our sister 
a harlot?” G-d tells Yaakov to go to Beit El 
and make the promised altar. He does. G-d 
appears to him and tells him his name is Yis-
rael not Yaakov. And that nations and Kings 
will come from him.

The story of the rape of Dina is the first 
story of the next generation. And the broth-
er’s rhetorical comment will be a clarion 
for the rest of the book. “Can they make 
our sister a harlot?” meaning, and we, her 
brothers stand idly by? No. Brothers stand 
up for siblings. 

What an ironic statement. We must stand 
up for Dina. And then we sell our brother 
Yosef. That is rather selective standing up.

Yaakov’s reaction to the slaughter of 
Shechem is also instructive. He criticizes the 
violence for it will impede good relations with 
the people of the Land. 

Yaakov may think that the Divine promise 

of the Land is about to unfold in his time. A 
promise was made to Avraham at the Brit bein 
habetarim: your children will be strangers in 
a foreign land, enslaved, oppressed and only 
after a long time will return here. Yaakov was 
kind of a slave in a foreign land, was oppressed 
there – perhaps then the promise of the Land 
is to unfold in his time. And for that, bad rela-
tions with the people are a bad thing. 

6TH ALIYA (35:12-36:19)
G-d affirms the promise of the 

Land to Yaakov. Yaakov builds 
altars, traveling south. Rachel dies while 
giving birth to Binyamin. Reuven lies with 
Bilha. Yaakov goes to Chevron, to Yitzchak. 
Yitzchak dies at age 180, buried by Esav and 
Yaakov.

Yaakov continues walking in Avraham’s 
footsteps, traveling south and building altars. 
But Yaakov’s life differs, tragically, from Avra-
ham and Yitzchak’s. 

Women have played a dominant role in our 
history. More than dominant; they steered 
history. Sarah insisted on the banishing of 
Yishmael and G-d concurred. Rivka orches-
trated Yaakov’s receipt of the bracha and that 
decision was borne out by history.

But Rachel dies. Rachel’s death deprives 
Yaakov of the wise feminine voice that Avra-
ham had with Sarah and Yitzchak had with 
Rivka. Would Yosef have had that special coat 
had Yaakov had Rachel’s counsel? 

7TH ALIYA (36:20-43)
Esav’s descendants are enumer-

ated: nations and kings.
As with Yishmael, Esav’s family is detailed. 

This is the end of the story of who is in the 
Jewish people and who out. The rest of the 
Torah is the story of Yaakov and his family, 
all of whom are the Jewish people.
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HAFTORAH 
OVADIAH 1:1-21

This week’s Haftorah taken from the 
book of Ovadiah describes the punishment 
that will ultimately be brought upon Edom, 
the descendant of Esav. This theme relates 
directly to Esav's conflict with Yaakov which 
is highlighted in the Torah reading.

The navi Ovadiah is a convert to Juda-
ism and had his own roots in the Edomite 
people. The Edomites did not offer to help 
Judea when they were attacked by the Bab-
yloninans. Many years later the Edomites, 
who are associated with the Roman Empire, 
were responsible for destroying the Second 
Beit Hamikdash and caused untold suffering 
and pain upon the Jewish nation.

Although the Roman Empire was one of the 
most formidable and powerful nations to rule 
the world, the prophet of Israel reveals the 
following: “The house of Yaakov shall be fire 
and the house of Yosef a flame, and the house 

ואת לאה וילדיה אחרנים ואת רחל ואת יוסף אחרנים )לג:ב(

"And he put Leah and children last, and Rachel and Yosef last." (33:2)
How can Leah and her children be placed "last" if the pasuk describes Rachel and Yosef being placed also 
"last"?
Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki 1040-1105) explains here that the Pasuk is stressing the beloved endear-
ment for Rachel and Yosef by Yaakov. "Acharon Acharon Chaviv". The ones mentioned last of all are the 
ones most beloved.
Tosefot Yom Tov (Rabbi Yom-Tov Lipman Heller 1579-1654, Poland) (Dmai 7:3) asserts that in the Proph-
ets the word "Acharon" does not always mean "the last" but instead has the meaning of "next". This 
can be seen in the prediction of Chaggai, the prophet (2:9) where it states, "The glory of this FINAL Beit 
Hamikdash will be greater than that of the first." Chaggai was referring to the Second Temple and still 
relates to it as the "Final" Temple, misleading people to believe that the Second Temple would be the last 
Temple. Therefore, "last" really means "the next'. This can also be seen in Shemot (4:8) when Moshe is 
assigned the task of bringing "three" miracles before Pharoah, and yet, the second miracle of turning the 
water into blood is also referred to as the "last" sign.  			           - Shabbat Shalom

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

 
STATS

8th of 54 sedras; 8th of 12 in Bereshit.
Written on 237 lines; rank 11th.
9 Parshiot - 6 Petuchot; 3 Setumot.
153 pesukim - 4th (1st in Bereshit), tied 
with Noach, but more words and letters.
1976 words - 6th (4th in Bereshit).
7458 letters - 6th (4th in Bereshit).

 
MITZVOT

One mitzvah in Vayishlach , one of 
3 in the book of B'reishit. The only 
prohibition of the Torah's 365 in Bereshit 
- Gid HaNasheh.

of Esav shall become stubble, and they shall 
ignite them and consume them…”.

The Haftorah then describes the division 
of Esav’s land amongst the returning exiles. 
This memorable haftorah ends with the 
well known verse: “And saviors shall ascend 
Mount Zion to judge the mountain of Esav, 
and the Lord shall have the kingdom.” 
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Bar Kochba St, French Hill  
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Prestigious Balfour Vacation, Talbieh 
Mandate bldg, high ceilings, renovated 

(112 sqm), 2 master suites, 3 balconies, 2 
private storages,1st floor. Includes all 

furniture and appliances NIS 7,500,000 
Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111 

 

 
Shlomo Ben Yosef St, Armon HaNetziv 

4.5-room gem with sukkah balcony, 
panoramic views, amazing light and air — 
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NIS 2,150,000 

Micha Paul  052-511-6340 
 

 
Ir Ganim 

Exceptional villa on rare and huge private 
lot 650 sqm with 2 pools and valuable 
building rights - luxury, privacy, and 
endless potential. NIS 12,800,000 
David Weiser  +972-55-276-2960 

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties 
is just one search away      www.remaxjerusalem.com  
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Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320996

BRIGA BLUE-BAY, For Sale/Rent
First line to the sea, Amazing Mini-Penthouse, with

high ceiling, 3 suites and Mamad, 190 sqm, 
2 balconies, high-end carpentry. Must See!

BRIGA TOWERS, For Sale 
Briga Towers Gem, On a high floor, Designed at the
highest standard, Perfect for empty nesters who want

to live life like an endless vacation.
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! Eluminate

Illuminate
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but who would gladly teach any young 
yeshiva student who would ask for time 
with him. He was almost nameless, and, in 
the world's eyes, was insignificant, although 
my friend attributes all of his considerable 
Talmudic erudition to him. In gratitude, he 
dedicated his book to this sad soul, who now 
has a "name."

Reflecting upon this, I soon realized that I 
too had similar experiences, and that many 
people have influenced me who are, in a 
sense, nameless. I recall, for example, the 
rabbi, diminutive in stature but superlative 
in pedagogical skill, who was retained by my 
parents to teach me Talmud during summer 
vacations. I studied with him intensely in my 
early teens and then forgot about him until 
relatively recently, when I came to realize 
how much of my modest skill in Talmud I 
owe to him.

In this week's Torah portion, Vayishlach, 
we encounter just such a person. She unob-
trusively walked onto the stage of the drama 
of the biblical patriarchs and matriarchs in 
the portion we read three weeks ago, Chayei 
Sarah. There we read (Genesis 24:59) "... And 
they sent away Rebecca, their sister, and her 
nursemaid, and Abraham's servant..." We 
learn of this nursemaid's existence, but we 
are not told her name. Indeed, we do not hear 
of her at all again.

That is, not until this week's Torah por-
tion. This Shabbat, we will read (Genesis 
35:8), "And Deborah, Rebecca's nurse, died, 
and she was buried below Bethel under the 
oak; and the name of it was called the Oak 

“Nameless”
There is something special about meeting 

up with an old friend that one hasn't seen 
in years. I recently had just such a special 
experience, when I spent a weekend in a 
community where a friend I hadn't seen in 
ten years resides.

Of course, we spent much of the time catch-
ing up with each other's lives. He showed 
me a book he had just written, the product 
of many years of research on his part. He 
gave me the book as a gift, and I opened it to 
find that it was dedicated to a rabbi who had 
passed away some years ago, who had made 
aliyah to Israel together with the famed alter, 
or old man, of Slobodka, Rabbi Nosson Tzvi 
Finkel, in the mid-1920s.

I asked him what his connection was to 
the old rabbi. He told me that this rabbi was 
one of those anonymous scholars who can 
be found only in Jerusalem. He was someone 
with no official position, who lived in poverty, 
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of Weeping." We learned that her name was 
Deborah and that Jacob and his family sorely 
grieved and mourned for her.

It is left to our imagination, and to the mid-
rash and commentaries, to speculate about 
her activities and relationships during the 
many years from the time she escorted her 
mistress to the land of Canaan until her sad 
demise so many years later.

Our rabbis tell us that she was sent by 
Rebecca to bring Jacob from his long exile in 
the land of Haran back to the land of Canaan. 
After all, when Rebecca encouraged Jacob 
to flee, she promised him that when it was 
safe, she would "send for you and fetch you.” 
(Genesis 27:45). It was Deborah whom she 
sent to retrieve Jacob, to bring Jacob back.

Deborah then spent much time, probably 
many years, with Jacob and Rachel and Leah 
and their growing family. As is evident from 
the fact that her death occasioned such pro-
found grief that it is memorialized in this 
week's Torah portion, she must have been 
much loved. I always imagine that she served 
as the grandmother figure for all the sons and 
the daughter of Jacob who grew up without 
the advantage of a nearby bubby.

For me, as for the old friend with whom I 
was briefly reconnected this past weekend, 
Deborah is an archetype of the nameless soul 
who makes a powerful impact upon us, and 
who is forgotten for a very long time until 
we finally remember him and "name" him. 
Rebecca's nursemaid had no name when we 
first learned of her existence. Only when she 
passes on, do we finally learn, under the Oak 
of Weeping, that her name was Deborah.

The name of my summertime teacher from 
so long ago? We called him "Rabbi Abram-
chik," and although I remember him fondly, 

and he clearly was a major influence in my 
life, I never knew his first name until he 
passed away several years ago. It was only 
then that I learned from his obituary that his 
first name was Yakov.

Perhaps it is of Deborah and of Rabbi 
Abramchik that the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said in the Name of the Almighty:

"I will give them, in My House
And within My walls,
A monument and a name
Better than sons or daughters.
I will give them an everlasting name
Which shall not perish." (Isaiah 56:5) 

Are you thinking aboutAre you thinking about

RENOVATING? NEW CONSTRUCTION?RENOVATING? NEW CONSTRUCTION?

    SSYYGG CCiivviill EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg    SSYYGG CCiivviill EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg
Design | Management | Supervision

054-4557376 simong1080@gmail.com
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES
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Covenant & Conversation

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HE-
BREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

COVENANT & CONVERSATION

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HEBREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Fear or 
Distress?

Jacob and Esau are about to meet again 
after a separation of twenty-two years. It is a 
fraught encounter. Once, Esau had sworn to 
kill Jacob in revenge for what he saw as the 
theft of his blessing. Will he do so now – or 
has time healed the wound? Jacob sends mes-
sengers to let his brother know he is coming. 
They return, saying that Esau is coming to 
meet Jacob with a force of four hundred men. 
We then read:

Jacob was acutely afraid and distressed. 
(Bereishit 32:8)

The question is obvious. Jacob is in the grip 
of strong emotions. But why the tautology, the 
duplication of verbs? What is the difference 
between being afraid and being distressed? 
To this a Midrash gives a profound answer:

Rabbi Judah bar Ilai said: Are not fear and 
distress identical? The meaning, however, is 
that “he was afraid” that he might be killed. 
“He was distressed” that he might kill. For 
Jacob thought: If he prevails against me, will 
he not kill me; while if I prevail against him, 
will I not kill him? That is the meaning of “he 

was afraid” – lest he should be killed; “and 
distressed” – lest he should kill.

The difference between being afraid and 
distressed, according to the Midrash, is that 
the first is a physical anxiety; the second a 
moral one. It is one thing to fear one’s own 
death, quite another to contemplate being the 
cause of someone else’s. However, a further 
question now arises. Surely self-defence is 
permitted in Jewish law? If Esau were to try to 
kill Jacob, Jacob would be justified in fighting 
back, if necessary at the cost of Esau’s life. 
Why then should this possibility raise moral 
qualms? This is the issue addressed by Rabbi 
Shabbetai Bass, author of the commentary 
on Rashi, Siftei Chachamim:

One might argue that Jacob should surely 
not be distressed about the possibility of 
killing Esau, for there is an explicit rule: “If 
someone comes to kill you, forestall it by 
killing him.” Nonetheless, Jacob did have 
qualms, fearing that in the course of the 
fight he might kill some of Esau’s men, who 
were not themselves intent on killing Jacob 
but merely on fighting Jacob’s men. And even 
though Esau’s men were pursuing Jacob’s 
men, and every person has the right to save 
the life of the pursued at the cost of the life of 
the pursuer, nonetheless there is a condition: 
“If the pursued could have been saved by 
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maiming a limb of the pursuer, but instead 
the rescuer killed the pursuer, the rescuer is 
liable to capital punishment on that account.” 
Hence Jacob feared that, in the confusion of 
battle, he might kill some of Esau’s men when 
he might have restrained them by merely 
inflicting injury on them.

The principle at stake, according to the Siftei 
Chachamim, is the minimum use of force. 
Jacob was distressed at the possibility that 
in the heat of conflict he might kill some of 
the combatants when injury alone might 
have been all that was necessary to defend 
the lives of those – including himself – who 
were under attack.

There is, however, a second possibility, 
namely that the Midrash means what it says, 
no more, no less: that Jacob was distressed 
at the possibility of being forced to kill even 
if that were entirely justified.

At stake is the concept of a moral dilemma. 
A dilemma is not simply a conflict. There 
are many moral conflicts. May we perform 
an abortion to save the life of the mother? 
Should we obey a parent when he or she asks 
us to do something forbidden in Jewish law? 
May we break Shabbat to extend the life of a 
terminally ill patient? These questions have 
answers. There is a right course of action 
and a wrong one. Two duties conflict and 
we have meta-halachic principles to tell us 
which takes priority. There are some systems 
in which all moral conflicts are of this kind. 
There is always a decision procedure and 
thus a determinate answer to the question, 
“What shall I do?”

A dilemma, however, is a situation in which 
there is no right answer. I ought not to do 
A (allow myself to be killed); I ought not to 
do B (kill someone else); but I must do one 

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863    etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  

Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

ABU TOR RENTAL APT.  
150 sqm on 2 floors, 
historic apartment,  
3 bedrooms,  
2 full bathrooms, garden.

Price 13,000 NIS/month

In the very desirable  
Ganei Tzion project on 
Eliezer Hagadol 6 Street.  

125 sqm with 4 bedrooms 
(one is a safe room)  
2.5 bathrooms  
12 sqm terrace (small area 
sukkah). 
2 Shabbat elevators  
3 parking spots and storage 
Great view 8th floor 
Built in Anglo community. 

Price 7,000,000 NIS

BAKA penthouse.  
150 sqm on 2 floors  
Renovated.  
4 bedrooms 2.5 bath. 
Shared parking.  
2 terraces both Sukka 
together 30 sqm.  

Price 10,900,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON townhouse  
255 sqm of living space built as 6 bedrooms,  
5.5 bathrooms  
Registered garden 74 sqm.  
Terrace of 14 sqm. Safe room.  
Great condition, option for parking.  
Call me for more information.

6,800,000
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or the other. To put it more precisely, there 
may be situations in which doing the right 
thing is not the end of the matter. The conflict 
may be inherently tragic. The fact that one 
principle (self-defence) overrides another (the 
prohibition against killing) does not mean 
that, faced with such a choice, I am without 
qualms. Sometimes being moral means that 
I experience distress at having to make such 
a choice. Doing the right thing may mean 
that I do not feel remorse or guilt, but I still 
feel regret or grief that I had to do what I did.

A moral system which leaves room for 
the existence of dilemmas is one that does 
not attempt to eliminate the complexities of 
moral life. In a conflict between two rights 
or two wrongs, there may be a proper way 
to act (the lesser of two evils, or the greater 
of two goods), but this does not cancel out all 

emotional pain. A righteous individual may 
sometimes be one who is capable of distress 
even when they know they have acted rightly. 
What the Midrash is telling us is that Juda-
ism recognises the existence of dilemmas. 
Despite the intricacy of Jewish law and its 
meta-halachic principles for deciding which 
of two duties takes priority, we may still be 
faced with situations in which there is an 
ineliminable cause for distress. It was Jacob’s 
greatness that he was capable of moral anxi-
ety even at the prospect of doing something 
entirely justified, namely defending his life 
at the cost of his brother’s.

That characteristic – distress at violence 
and potential bloodshed even when under-
taken in self-defence – has stayed with the 
Jewish people ever since. One of the most 
remarkable phenomena in modern history 
was the reaction of Israeli soldiers after the 
Six Day War in 1967. In the weeks preceding 
the war, few Jews anywhere in the world 
were unaware that Israel and its people faced 
terrifying danger. Troops – Egyptian, Syrian, 
Jordanian – were massing on all its borders. 
Israel was surrounded by enemies who had 
sworn to drive its people into the sea. In the 
event, it won one of the most stunning mili-
tary victories of all time. The sense of relief 
was overwhelming, as was the exhilaration 
at the re-unification of Jerusalem and the 
fact that Jews could now pray (as they had 
been unable to do for nineteen years) at the 
Western Wall. Even the most secular Israelis 
admitted to feeling intense religious emotion 
at what they knew was an historic triumph.

Yet, in the months after the war, as con-
versations took place throughout Israel, it 
became clear that the mood among those 
who had taken part in the war was anything 

STEPHEN EPSTEIN
Licensed Realtor
+972 58-783-7436
+1 (914)-351-1245

www.stephen-epstein.com

Come Join us 
in Ashkelon!

Interest rates dropped 
and prices are still low
Seaside apartments 

starting at 
1,500,000₪ 
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These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

FOR
SALE

GIVAT MORDECHAI, JERUSALEM

₪ 6,000,000

Spacious  garden apartment, renovated, parking .
Move-in ready, balcony, prime location

4 bedrooms | 121 sqm + 80 sqm garden | Ground Floor

FOR
SALE

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

₪ 12,600,000

 Private house |8 Units | 214 sqm | 3.5 levels
138 sqm private lot,  ~30 sqm sukkah terrace, open 

view to Sacher Park , 30,000 nis/month rental income.

FOR
SALE

DEKEL, EFRAT

₪ 4,700,000

Separate rental unit, safe room,Bright living spaces, 
well-kept garden, and prime location near parks, schools

223 sqm | 6 Bedrooms | Spacious Cottage with attic

FOR
SALE

ZAYIT , EFRAT

₪4,900,000

Renovated rooftop duplex , parking, two Sukkah balconies.
 Modern living, expansion potential in a boutique building.

6 Bedrooms | 2.5 baths | 160 sqm
 

FOR
SALE

RECHAVIA , JERUSALEM

₪ 5,450,000

Fully renovated, bright apartment in prime location.
Open view, 4 exposures, shared parking, move-in ready.

4 Bedrooms | 3rd floor | 100 sqm + 7 sqm balcony

FOR
SALE

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

₪ 3,300,000

Renovated duplex near Mahane Yehuda, 2 units 
 private entrances, Airbnb income ₪15,000–18,000/month.

3 Bedrooms | Two floors | 80 sqm

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of Zayit, Efrat. 
Spacious apartments, breathtaking views.

ESTIMATED COST:  ₪ 1,990,000
For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with parking and sukkah balcony.

FOR
SALE

ZAYIT, EFRAT

₪ 5,900,000

Luxurious garden duplex, modern, bright, elegant, located 
near the pool, gym, and Shirat David Synagogue

NACHLAOT , JERUSALEM

₪ 3,680,000

2 Bedrooms | Approx. 60 sqm | Private Entrance
Renovated apartment, triple exposure, balcony, and yard.
Income-producing storage unit with strong rental income.

FOR
SALE

www.noamhomes.com

+972 52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com

FOR
SALE

DAGAN, EFRAT

₪  8,900,000

Spacious semi-detached home with stunning views.
 Large kitchen & living room |  Option to expand basement.

 6 bedrooms | Garden with sukkah | Parking

MITZPE YERICHO
FOR
SALE

₪ 6,000,000

Private property, 6 residential units  ideal for family living,
 garden, desert views, and a serene community setting.

6 housing units | 425 sqm total  | Private home 

FOR
SALE

NETANYA

₪ 3,685,000

4 Bedrooms |  126 sqm | 3rd floor
A lovely apartment on a quiet street, 

close to the sea, synagogues, hotels, and restaurants.

5 bedrooms | 3.5 baths | 216 sqm

but triumphal. It was sombre, reflective, even 
anguished. That year, the Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem gave an honorary doctorate to 
Yitzhak Rabin, Chief of Staff during the war. 
During his speech of acceptance, he said:

“We find more and more a strange phe-
nomenon among our fighters. Their joy is 
incomplete, and more than a small portion 
of sorrow and shock prevails in their festiv-
ities, and there are those who abstain from 
celebration. The warriors in the front lines 
saw with their own eyes not only the glory 
of victory but the price of victory: their com-
rades who fell beside them bleeding, and I 
know that even the terrible price which our 
enemies paid touched the hearts of many of 
our men. It may be that the Jewish people 
has never learned or accustomed itself to 
feel the triumph of conquest and victory, and 
therefore we receive it with mixed feelings.”

A people capable of feeling distress, even in 
victory, is one that knows the tragic complexity 
of the moral life. Sometimes it is not enough 
to make the right choice. One must also fight 
to create a world in which such choices do 
not arise because we have sought and found 
non-violent ways of resolving conflict. 

A small Sefer Torah with its  
own Aron Kodesh is available to 

shiva houses or for any other  
necessary occasion on a  
temporary free-loan basis.  

If needed call Uri Hirsch: 0545513173
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For Sale in Efrat 
Zayit: 4 room apt. Stunning 
view. Elevator. 2,590,000 NIS 
Zayit: 3.5 room apt. 2.180.000 M 
Zayit: 3 room apt. next to the 
mall. 1,935,000 NIS 
Zayit: 6 room duplex apt. large 
balcony. 3,550,000 NIS 
Dagan: Beautiful 5 room apt.  
Succah balcony  3.690.000 NIS 
Dekel: 5 room stunning duplex 
140m with large balcony 3.19 M 
Te'ena: 6 room apt. 3.290.000 M 

:For Sale in Alon Shvut 
5.5 room garden apt. 160m 
2,550,000 NIS 
Gabi- 0524588716  

  



Home is where 
your         is

24 works of Art: Private 3 story villas built in a 
 meticulously designed complex in the best location in 
Modiin. Each villa has a spacious basement and lush 
green backyards. Immediate occupancy! 

Scan to learn more

Initiated and developed by Galnor, 
building Israel for over 40 years For details and private tour *9386

Starting from 7,690,000 NIS

Underground
Parking

Private
Gardens

A high-quality 
specification
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

individual mentioned in Sefer M’lachim A (chp. 
18) as the righteous attendant/palace “admin-
ister” of the wicked King Ach’av. The fact that 
his one nevu’ah centers upon Edom and the 
fact that the text never include the name of his 
father or of his tribe, led our ancient scholars to 
see Ovadya as an Edomite convert – one who 
condemned his former nation’s cruelty toward 
Israel [see Sanhedrin 39b]. 

However, other parshanim (including the 
Ibn Ezra) regard Ovadya as a prophet who 
served Israel during the years of Churban 
Bayit Rishon, and was a contemporary of 
Yirmiyahu HaNavi. These commentators 
point to a number of his quotations that echo 
the words we find in Sefer Yirmiyahu [see 
perek 49] and see support for their approach 
in our haftarah’s harsh reproach of Edom’s 
treacherous behavior during the Babylonian 
invasion [verse 11]: 

“[For} the day you stood afar [when] …
strangers captured their (Israel’s) wealth 
and foreigners came to the gates and cast a 
lottery on Jerusalem – YOU TOO were like 
one of them”

The two p’sukim that follow continue in 
berating Edom for their deceitful behavior 
against their brother, Israel, when Yerusha-
layim was attacked – a powerful censure that, 
logically, would have been spoken during 
the era of the Churban. Undoubtedly, it was 
for this reason that, in the prophecies of 
Yirmiyahu, Amos and Yechezkel, we find the 
name “Edom” as a general term for the foes 
of Israel-even those who, according to some 

Finding The 
Final Closure

Sefer Ovadya that we read as our haftarah 
this Shabbat, focuses upon but one theme 
- the destruction of Edom, the descendants 
of Eisav, a penalty for the many years of 
their hatred and mistreatment of Israel, the 
offspring of Ya’akov, Eisav’s brother. The 
nevu’ah of Ovadya is rather straightforward, 
depicting the abusive behavior of Edom 
toward Israel and the eventual destruction 
of the Edomite kingdom itself. 

Interestingly, Sefer Ovadya is the only book 
in the Tanach that contains but one perek and 
has the least p’sukim and the fewest words of 
all other sifrei nevu’ah. Nonetheless, despite 
its succinct length, there is much for us to 
uncover in this haftarah – especially regard-
ing who this navi was, from which family/
tribe did he come and when did he prophesy.

Chazal suggest that Ovadya was the self-same 
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Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can 
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https ://www.ouisrae l .org /v ideo- l ibrary

commentaries, tormented Israel during the 
second Temple - when the nation of Edom 
no longer existed! 

And yet, Chazal are adamant in stating that 
this foretold destruction of the nation of Edom 
could be avoided were she to change her ways 
and treat Israel with kindness and compassion 
- as a brother should. In fact, we can read the 
words of Ovadya himself who, when speaking 
of the sins of Edom, repeats and emphasizes 
how their behavior was particularly odious 
as it targeted the descendants of their own 
forefather, Avraham, and were, therefore, 
“brothers” to Israel [see verses 10, 12). 

These p’sukim had Chazal resolutely state 
that this foretold destruction of Edom could 
be avoided were she to change her ways and 
treat Israel with kindness and compassion - as 
a brother should. In fact, Rav Yehuda Shaviv 
sees the haftarah as a logical closure to the 
unfinished saga found in the parasha itself. 
The story of Ya’akov vs Eisav as depicted in 
the Torah finds the two parting from each 
other with the promise to reunite at Seir 
(Breishit 33:14. But that never occurred. 

The ultimate reunion of the two, as Rav 
Shavit sees it, is found in the final verse of 
the haftarah: when Eisav/Edom reconnects to 
Ya’akov/Yisra’el only when she is judged for 
her treatment of Israel and recognizes that 
“V’hay’ta LaShem Ham’lucha” - the ultimate 
kingship belongs to Hashem. 

Only when the nation of Eisav faces the 
people of Ya’akov and accepts the universal 
sovereignty of the G-d of Israel – only then 
will the incomplete saga find a final closure. 

 Sumptuous garden apartment talbieh, 230 sqm, 150
 sqm private garden, very bright, high ceilings, fully
furnished with 5-star hotel facilities

 PRESALE NOW! New boutique project, in The 
 Greek Colony, built to highest standards, 65 to 
 140 sqm apts, garden apts, 2-3 room apts. 
Attractive payment terms and financing bank

 Luxurious 150 sqm apt in Baka with 2 Sukkah
 balconies, 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, safe room,
full of light. Ready to move in

  Tel: 054-480-4767 WA: +972-26744000  
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il

 Prestigious 320 sqm on one level, 57 sqm balcony, 
 magnificent views of the Old City in a luxurious
 residence in Rechavia, close to the Great Synagogue,
with 5-star  hotel amenities
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For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

For sale in the German Colony 
A boutique Tama 38 project set to be  completed within  
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience  
in one of  Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available  
in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m  

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),  
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact 
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040
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Help Can't Wait

When a mental health crisis strikes,
families across Israel are often left with
nowhere to turn. Avnei Chein provides
immediate, on-the-ground support at the
moment it’s needed most.
Your donation directly funds crisis
response, family support, and lifesaving
intervention services.

avneichein.org

When a Mental 
Health Crisis Strikes,

December 7-9

 

Keter Advisors and Prime Aliyah Specialty Services are pleased to share an exciting update.
We are now working closely together to provide a smoother and more supportive experience for anyone
preparing to make Aliyah to Israel.
Keter Advisors is the premier real estate advisory service for Anglos and Olim searching for their dream
home or investment property in Israel. Prime Aliyah Specialty Services is known for guiding clients
through the entire Aliyah process with planning, organization, and personal support every step of the way.
Through this collaborative working relationship, Prime Aliyah may refer clients to Keter Advisors for
expert real estate advice, while Keter may recommend Prime Aliyah for Aliyah guidance. Together, our
independent organizations aim to offer individuals and families a more complete support system during
this meaningful life transition.
We look forward to helping more families begin their new chapter in Israel with clarity, confidence, and the
right guidance.

Keter Advisors
+972.52.682.9367
+1 786.385.8859

izzy@keteradvisors.com
www.keteradvisors.com

Prime Aliyah Specialty Services
+972.50.259.3895
+1 917.740.6551
info@primealiyah.com
www.primealiyah.com
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Rabbi Shalom 

ROSNER RAV KEHILLA, NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM MACHON LEV

RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER

In this week’s parasha, we read of the 
passing of Rachel Imeinu. Rachel’s life is 
short and filled with challenges. She yields 
her place to her sister Leah, remains child-
less for many years, and ultimately dies 
giving birth to Binyamin. Yet, centuries 
later, the prophet Yirmiyahu (31:10), paints 
a moving picture of Rachel’s eternal role in 
the destiny of her children:
וְְעֵֵינַַיִִךְְ  כִִי  מִִבֶּ�ֶ קוֹֹלֵֵךְְ  מִִנְְעִִי  נֶֶיהָָ...  עַַל־בָּ�ָ ה  מְְבַַכָּ�ָ רָָחֵֵל 
מֵֵאֶֶרֶֶץ  בּוּ  ָ וְְשָׁ� נְְאֻֻם־ה'  תֵֵךְְ  לִִפְְעֻֻלָּ�ָ כָָר  שָׂ�ָ יֵֵׁשׁ  י  כִּ�ִ מְְעָָה  מִִדִּ�ִ

בּוּ בָָנִִים לִִגְְבלָָּוּם. ָ אוֹֹיֵֵב... וְְשָׁ�
“Rachel is weeping for her children... 

Refrain your voice from weeping and your 
eyes from tears, for there is reward for 
your work, says Hashem, and they shall 
return from the land of the enemy... and the 
children shall return to their own border.”

Rachel’s tears pierce the heavens. God 
promises her that her cry will not go 

unanswered — that her children, scattered 
and exiled, will one day return home. Many 
have prayed throughout the generations, 
and their prayers seemed to go unanswered. 
Why, then, does God respond to Rachel’s cry?

Rabbi Shlesinger, in Eleh HaDevarim, 
references the Gemara in Berachot (32b), 
which teaches that after the destruction of 
the Beit HaMikdash, “the gates of prayer 
were locked — but the gates of tears remained 
open.” This refers not only to physical tears 
but also to inner tears — the deep, wordless 
cries of the neshama (soul). When a person 
turns to Hashem with complete dependence, 
with no illusions of self-reliance, those tears 
reach the heavenly gates that never close. 
Crying is not a sign of weakness; it is an act 
of profound faith. It expresses the soul’s 
surrender to God.

Below are a few examples that illustrate 
the extraordinary power of sincere tefillah.

KOHEN GADOL’S REQUEST
When the Kohen Gadol completed his 

sacred service on Yom Kippur, he would 
offer a unique prayer:

 —“ולא תכנס לפניך תפילתן של עוברי דרכים” 
“May the prayers of travelers not enter before 
You.” After the festivals, travelers returning 
home might pray that it does not rain on their 
journeys. Yet the nation as a whole prays 
for rain and blessing. Why, then, was there 

The Power of Sincere Prayer
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concern that the prayers of a few travelers 
might outweigh those of the many?

The Saba of Kelm explains that the prayers 
of the travelers are offered with absolute 
sincerity. They fear for their safety and plead 
for mercy. Such tefillot, born of genuine 
need and emotion — “inner tears” — can 
ascend with great power.

MOTHER OF KOHEN GADOL’S REQUEST
A second example appears in Makkot (11a). 

The Gemara relates that the mother of the 
Kohen Gadol would send food and clothing 
to those exiled in the arei miklat (cities of 
refuge), lest they pray for her son’s death — 
for only upon the death of the Kohen Gadol 
could they be released. Why would she fear 
the prayers of these negligent killers? Because 
they had no other hope. Their only recourse 
was heartfelt prayer. Such tefillot, stripped 
of pretense, can be devastatingly effective.

CHANA’S PRAYERS
So too we find with Chana, who prayed 

for a child: “ה ל עַַל ה' בָָּוּוֹֹכ תִִבְְכֶּ�ּ לֵּּ�ּ  תְְּפַּ�  She“ — ”וַַתִּ�
prayed to Hashem and wept bitterly” (I 
Shmuel 1:10). Her tears were not a failure of 
faith but its highest expression. She poured 
her soul out before God — and her prayer 
was answered.

We, too, pray three times a day. Yet routine 

often dulls the heart. The words may pass 
our lips, but not always our souls. The les-
son of Rachel Imeinu, of the travelers, of the 
individuals in the arei miklat, and of Chana 
is that Hashem responds to sincerity — to 
the cry that comes from the deepest part of 
the human heart.

Prayer is not measured by eloquence but 
by authenticity. When our words are infused 
with emotion, vulnerability, and truth — 
when we stand before Hashem as Rachel 
did, with nothing but tears and faith — our 
voices are heard beyond all gates. May our 
own cries rise together with hers, hastening 
the day when Hashem’s promise will be ful-
filled: “בּוּ בָָנִִים לִִגְְבלָָּוּם ָ  And the children“ — ”וְְשָׁ�
shall return to their own borders.” May we 
soon see a complete redemption, and dwell 
in Eretz Yisrael in peace and joy. 
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In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

NORTH TALPIOT - Panoramic view of the  
Old City, new, beautiful, 135m, 14m balcony,  

3 en suite rooms, parking & storeroom
6.700.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488

CITY CENTER - Savion View, luxurious  
2 rooms, balcony, Shabbat elevator, 
2.890.000 NIS  MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - Arab house, garden apartment,  
central & quiet, 180m, 220m garden
11.800.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488

GERMAN COLONY - 4 rooms,  
370m garden, parking & storage room 

8.500.000 NIS   MENDEL 0528980111
NORTH TALPIOT - New, 180m, duplex, 

penthouse, 40m terrace, panoramic view  
of Old City, parking and storage room
9.200.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488

FOR RENT - BAKA, 140m duplex,  
3 bedrooms, 2 large terraces, pastoral view,  

on Harakevet St. Available from 15/12/25.
15.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Our parashah opens with Yaakov Avinu 
sending “malachim” to his brother Eisav with 
a message of reconciliation. “Malachim” can 
be understood to mean human messengers, 
a delegation of sorts, sent by Yaakov Avinu to 
greet the brother he hasn’t seen in so many 
years. Rashi however offers an alternate expla-
nation, the “malachim” were actually celestial 
angels. Yet, why the need for angels? Why 
would Yaakov opt to send otherworldly beings 
rather than his own servants or attendants?

The author of Machshevet Mussar shares 
a meaningful explanation. Yaakov Avinu 
understood that the whole world, includ-
ing the divine spheres as well as the lower, 
earthly elements, were created to serve 
mankind. One must believe, “bishvili nivra 
ha’olam— the world was created for me.” 
(Sandhedrin 37a). With this perspective, it 
was only natural for Yaakov Avinu to claim 
the assistance of angels for the dangerous 

mission of approaching Eisav. Indeed, we 
are familiar with chazal’s teaching that two 
angels escort a person to his home from 
shul on Friday night. When we sing “shalom 
aleichem,” we acknowledge these heavenly 
beings that were sent to serve and protect us.

“Rabbi Eliezer ben Jacob said: One who per-
forms a single mitzvah acquires for himself 
an advocate." (Avot 4:11) Many commentators 
interpret this "advocate" as a good angel cre-
ated by the performance of a mitzvah, which 
then intercedes on the person's behalf in the 
heavenly court. Rav Lopian zt”l in Lev Eliyahu 
teaches that these angels “go up” to heaven 
to protect the person, and “go down” to bring 
positive energy and goodness to his life. It 
was these such angels, generated from Yaakov 
Avinu’s mitzvot, that he sent to Eisav. We find 
this hinted to in the verse, “Vayishlach Yaakov 
malachim lefanav—Yaakov sent angels ahead 
of him,’’ (Bereisheet 32:4) these angels were 
continuously present before Yaakov Avinu, 
to protect and safeguard him from harm. 

In Darash Moshe Rav Moshe Feinstein zt’l 
asks, why did Yaakov Avinu feel the need to 
go beyond the natural and use these angels? 
He responds that from Yaakov Avinu’s per-
spective, the world of natural and super-
natural were both available at his disposal, 
offering equal opportunity for his use.

Rav Chaim Volozhin zt’l in Nefesh Hachaim 

Angelic Ambassadors

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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explains that when a person decides to do 
a mitzvah, he generates a holy light that 
surrounds him and enables him to connect 
with the Divine. This idea is reflected in the 
word “asher kideshanu—who sanctifies,” 
that we find in many brachot. A mitzvah ele-
vates us to the highest worlds and generates 
boundless connection. It is no wonder that 
the power of a mitzvah can create spiritual 
angels that become advocates and protectors 
for those that create them.

If we were to envision how each mitzvah we 
do creates an angel that envelops and protects 
us, we would develop a deeper appreciation 
of each element in our world’s function that 
is here to serve us. Thus, we would genuinely 
relate to Rashi’s interpretation and it would 
be no wonder that Yaakov Avinu tapped into 
the most obvious recourse available. 
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

simchat shmuel

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITIATIVES,
OU ISRAEL

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

During these Shabbatot of Chodesh Kislev, 
it is interesting to note that many meforshim 
suggest that the various parshiyot of this time 
of year are somehow each connected with, 
or meant to prepare us for Chanukah.

Parshat Vayishlach contains within it, the 
powerful account of Yaakov Avinu wrestling 
with the mysterious Ish, on the night before 
he is to re-engage with his brother Eisav. 
The pasuk tells us:

Vivateir Yaakov Levado, VaYaaveik Ish Imo, 
Ad Alot HaShachar- And Yaakov was alone, 
and a man wrestled with him, until the light 
of dawn.

There are many questions and powerful 
messages that are connected to this verse, 
but I'd like to specifically address, how could 
it be, that Yaakov, who is traveling with a 
large entourage of people and herds of cattle 
and sheep, is suddenly left alone?

Rashi, quoting the Gemara in Chulin, says 
that Yaakov had forgotten some small jars 
or canisters, and he left his entourage to 
retrieve those jars.

Rabbeinu Bechaya takes this idea a step 
further. He says our verse could be read 

or understood slightly differently, al tikra 
levado, eleh lekado- Do not read that Yaakov 
was alone, rather that he went to retrieve 
a specific jar or canister that he possessed.

What exactly was this specific canister that 
Yaakov Avinu suddenly went to retrieve? 

Rebbe Meir Horowitz, the Imrei Noam 
of Dzhikov, zy'a, offers a very novel expla-
nation. The Rebbe explains that this special 
container was a jar of olive oil, but not just 
any jar of olive oil.

 Noach sent forth a yonah- a dove to see 
if the waters of the flood had subsided. Of 
course, this yonah returned to the teiva, with 
an olive branch in its beak. The olives from 
the branch that Noach received from the 
dove were made into pure olive oil. The oil 
was given to Noach’s first born son, Shem. 
Shem, otherwise known as Malchitzedek, 
whom the Torah describes as a Kohein 
to the Almighty Hashem! Malchitzedek/
Shem sealed this little jar of oil and gave it to 
Avraham as a gift. Avraham, in turn, handed 
it over to Yitzchak who passed it down to 
Yaakov. According to our sages, Yaakov 
forgot some small jars and returned to 
retrieve them. One of these jars was the 
oil from the dove that returned to the 
teiva. Yaakov prophetically hid this oil 
at the site of the Beit Hamikdash and 
laid the foundations for the miracle of 
Chanukah. This is the oil that originated 
with the dove, the symbol of peace. The 
Rebbe concludes that Noach's name, which 
comprises the letters nun and chet, is actually 
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an allusion to the words Nes Chanukah....
Yaakov Avinu , even as he feels alone, as he 

is about to encounter his brother Eisav, with 
great trepidation, realizes through his ruach 
hakodesh, that he has arrived at the sacred 
space where the future Beit HaMikdash 
will stand, and he suddenly realizes that he 
must place that small jar of oil that has been 
handed down to him, that very jar of oil that 
Noach passed onto Shem, and hide it safely 
away, so that one day, the Chashmonaim, 
will find this oil, and miraculously restore 
the light of Torah in the world, through the 
nes pach hashemen.

The great Yerushalmi Mekubal, Rav Gam-
liel Rabinovitch, shlita suggests that the 
entire episode of the nes pach hashemen is 
beyond human comprehension. The Chash-
monaim find that tiny jar of oil which clearly 
is barely enough oil to burn for one night, 
and yet they do not despair! If Hashem pro-
vided them with that tiny amount of oil at 
that moment, then clearly it was meant to 
be that at that moment they should indeed 
use that oil and kindle those lights; and as 
result of that determination, they merited 
to experience and witness the miraculous 
occurrence of the oil lasting for eight days! 

May each of us aspire to emulate Yaakov 
Avinu, to have the capacity in trying times to 
look inward rather than feeling alone. May 
we merit to discover our innate spiritual 
strength, to follow in the footsteps of the 
Chashmonaim, and begin to see the poten-
tial light we might bring forth to the world. 
May we have the fortitude to overcome fear 
and despair, and to push forward and bring 
light and continued goodness into our lives 
and the lives of others, and for subsequent 
generations. 
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      JERUSALEM
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180 SQM
3 bedrooms
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      ₪15M / $4.61M

    HERZLIYA
7 min walk to IDC
Fully renovated 
3 bedrooms
Parking & storage
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(₪10,000/Month)

    ₪4.95M / $1.52M

    JERUSALEM
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Garden units &
penthouses
Ready: 2028

       2 bdrms starting at: 
    ₪3.5M / $1.08M
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      CARMEI GAT 
Fantastic presale 
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          3 bdrms starting at:                     

      ₪2.2M / $680K
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      BEIT SHEMESH
Mishkafayim
Luxury Apartment
Chef’s kitchen
4 Large Bedrooms
Over 250 SQM
Parking & storage

 

      ₪12.5M / $3.84M

    BEIT SHEMESH
RBS Gimmel
Duplex Garden Apt.
4 bedrooms
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120 SQM garden
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    ₪4.3M / $1.32M
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BADERECH

Rebbe Pinchas of Koretz was both a disciple 
and friend of the Baal Shem Tov, and was one 
of those most concerned with ensuring that 
the holy legacy of the founder of the Chasidic 
movement be preserved in its 
purity. Reb Pinchas believed 
that the lofty teachings of 
Chasidus and secrets of the 
Torah ought to be safeguarded, 
and he opposed any main-
stream Hafatza or widespread 
publication. Others, including 
the Alter Rebbe, Reb Shneur 
Zalman, felt differently. 

One day, while the two tza-
dikim were together in Meze-
ritch, they found notes of Chasidic teachings 
in the garbage. Reb Pinchas pointed at the 
disrespect shown to the Torah as proof that 
they shouldn’t be so free in spreading the 
teachings of their beloved Rebbe to those 
who don’t fully understand or appreciate it. 

The Alter Rebbe continued to disagree:
“Once there was a great king who had an 

only son who fell gravely ill. All the great med-
ical experts had given up hope for a cure. A 
call went out throughout the land, which was 
answered by a sage who knew of a miraculous 
remedy for the sick prince: a rare, hard-to-find 
gemstone contained the elements necessary to 
heal him. If found, the gem was to be ground 
into a fine powder, mixed with wine and 

administered to the prince to drink.
The King knew that only one of these jewels 

existed in all of the kingdom, and it was affixed 
as the centerpiece of the royal crown. Removing 

this gem would mean disman-
tling the crown, and degrading 
the symbol of his majesty. While 
some of those closest to the king 
were crestfallen that the royal 
crown would be dismantled, 
the king was overjoyed, and 
instructed that they begin to 
prepare the healing potion. 
Good news! Salvation, it seemed, 
was on the way. 

At that moment, messengers 
entered and shared a heartbreaking update: 
the prince’s condition had worsened drasti-
cally, so much so that he couldn’t swallow. This 
development seemed to make the sacrifice of 
the royal gem a moot point; if the prince was 
in such a state, at least the royal crown ought 
to be preserved. Nonetheless, the king insisted 
that they continue preparing the potion: ‘Of 
what value is my crown if my beloved son 
does not live? Grind up the gemstone and mix 
the potion right away! Do everything in your 
power that even a single drop enter his mouth, 
so that he be healed and live!’”

This upcoming week marks the 19th (Yud 
Tes) of Kislev, the celebration of the release of 

Yud Tes Kislev: Just a Drop

Baal HaTanya zt”l
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the Alter Rebbe, the author of Sefer HaTanya, 
from prison. More than simply a day that 
remembers the personal liberation of the Alter 
Rebbe, Yud Tes Kislev marks a turning point 
in Jewish history, ushering in a revolutionary 
revelation of the “inner soul” of Torah. 

The publication of Sefer haTanya made 
many of the previously inaccessible, abstract 
concepts of Kabbalah and philosophy com-
prehensible and practically applicable, mark-
ing a new era in the spread of Chassidus. In 
many ways, Yud Tes Kislev is considered 
the “Rosh Hashanah” of Chassidus, a sort 
of ‘birthday’ for this movement of spiritual 
awakening and growth. 

For a generation with such yearning for 
depth and meaning, so desperately in need 
of healing, the teachings of the Ba’al Shem 
Tov and his holy students are restorative. The 
study of P’nimiyus haTorah directs us toward 
attunement with our inner world. In the Alter 
Rebbe’s parable, the Torah is the “crown” of 
G-d. The most precious jewel, the crown’s cen-
terpiece, is the Sod, the mystical secrets of the 
Torah. To “grind” this into a powder means to 
make the Sod accessible to every Jew through 
the teachings of Chassidus. These teachings are 
a potion that can revive and enliven us, even 
if just one drop, one small taste of this elixir 
of life, enters the mind and heart.

Faced with a world that is sometimes super-
ficial and crass — even gravely ill — the Baal 
HaTanya did everything in his power to give 
us this rare medicine that would allow us to 
awaken and live. The cure is effective when 
we recognize that beneath the surface of 
experience, everything is sustained, filled and 
surrounded by the Divine: Ein Od Milvado, 
there is nothing other than Him. 

Our sedra recounts the epic showdown 
between Yaakov Avinu and Eisav, as the 
conflicting worldview of the paradigmatic 
brothers boils to the forefront. While Eisav 
is concerned with accomplishments, acquisi-
tions and ‘the bottom line’, Yaakov values the 
process, procedure and a life lived baderech:
י לְְרֶֶגֶֶל  וֹֹּדּ וַַאֲֲנִִי אֶֶתְְנַַהֲֲלָָה לְְאִִטִּ�ִ יַַעֲֲבָָר־נָָא אֲֲדֹנִִֹי לִִפְְנֵֵי עַַבְְ
ר־אָָבא  ֶ אֲֲשֶׁ� עַַד  הַַיְְלָָדִִים  לְְּוּרֶֶגֶֶל  ר־לְְפָָנַַי  ֶ אֲֲשֶׁ� לָָאכָָה  הַַמְּ�ְ

עִִירָָה: אֶֶל־אֲֲדֹנִִֹי שֵׂ�ֵ
Now, let my master go ahead before his 

servant, and I will move [at] my own slow 
pace, according to the pace of the work that 
is before me and according to the pace of 
the children, until I come to my master, to 
Seir."(33:14)

Rashi translates the word "לאט, slow pace," 
as “נחת”. The very word used for the pride 
and joy parents hope to enjoy from their 
children denotes gentleness and patience: 
וֹֹׁשׁן נַַחַַת, הַַהוֹֹלְְכִִים לְְאַַט, י, לְְ לִּ�ִ ֶ  my own slow לְְאַַט שֶׁ�
pace, [like] “that flow gently, לְְאַַט” (Yeshayahu 
8:6), “Deal gently (לְְאַַט) with the lad for my 
sake” (Shmuel Bet, 18:5).

Every one of us is moving along a path, 
evolving, developing stage by stage. 

In our efforts to learn and live with the teach-
ings and pathways of P’nimiyus HaTorah, may 
we be blessed to move at our own pace toward 
‘the work that is before us… according to the 
pace of the children’, and may Hashem (and 
we!) enjoy nachas from all of our efforts… for 
even one small step, one little drop of the sweet-
ness of truth can revive and revitalize us! 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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15 years experience

High standard of work

Levi yitzchak 
Painter and decorator
and renovations

cleanliness

0544282937contact us

בס״ד

You cannot buy any Assisted 
Living Diyur Mugan apartment  
in Israel, except in Hod Denya  

in Jerusalem. A new three 
bedroom just came on the 

market. But here is the catch.

YOU CAN MOVE IN NOW,  
OR INVEST FOR THE FUTURE  
AS THE PRICE JUST GOES UP.  

AND YOU HAVE GUARANTEED  
RENTAL INCOME FOR YEARS  
TO COME. Most current investors  

cannot find tenants

ONLY DEAL LIKE  
THIS IN ALL OF ISRAEL. 

HURRY! DON’T LOSE OUT!
CALL: 0522-52-00-31

or Whatsapp 0544-54-36-18  
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Virtual

THE

HOME RELOCATION FAIR

�� Showcase Your Community — Attract New Olim!
Reach hundreds of families planning aliyah — all from your own home.

Share what makes your community special:
✨ Great housing • �� Quality schools • �� Job opportunities • ❤ Warm lifestyle

Join the Virtual Home Relocation Fair!
��Sunday, Feb 22, 2026 | �� Online

�� Reserve your spot today: nehama.cohen@ou.org

Join the Virtual Home Relocation Fair!
Date: Sunday, February 22, 2026

 Location: Online—Attend from the comfort of your home

Looking to Grow Your Israeli Community?
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TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT 
Josh Churney 054-281-4604 or donate online: 

https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S SHIUR  
WED. 10TH DECEMBER 

Sponsored by the participants of the class to mark the 
shloshim of Rabbi Goldscheider's mother in law, Judy 

Goldberg, Yehudit Razel bat Yitzchak v'Sarah

RABBI ASCHI DICK’S MODIIN SHIURIM  
FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 

Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger in loving 
memory of their parents Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger  

and Herbert& Leonore Shulman, zichronam livracha

RABBI YOSSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR  
Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz 

RABBI BREITOWITZ’S TUE. SHIUR 
Dedicated anonymously for the  

refuah shleima of Evelina bat Galina

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN TUE. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year by the 

Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families in memory of  
Mel & Sylvia David z"l 

  מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה, ז"ל
צביה חיה בת אריה לב וחוה אידל, ז"ל

RABBI ADLER’S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year by the Frist family  

in memory of their beloved daughter and sister  
Elisheva Frist z”l - אלישבע סימא בת זלמן זל

RABBI MANNING'S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year לעילוי נשמת  

ברנה בת ברנדית ע''ה וזליג בן קלמן זייל

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year לעילו נשמת

מרים בת אברהם ע''ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז''ל 

RABBI TAUB'S WEEKLY THUR.  
PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR 

Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

RABBI ARI KAHN'S SHIUR 
Sponsored  for the 2025-2026 academic year by  

Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter  for the refuah shleimah  
of their granddaughter Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

Website: www.yeshezra.org 
Bank Transfer: Mercantile (17),  
Branch 642, A/C 79747843
Send Asmachta for receipt
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476, 
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card:  
Sara – 077-820-0196 / 058-530-9161  
Sun-Wed (10:00am-14.30 pm)
Donate with:

“Turning Despair  
into Hope”

www.yeshezra.org
Director: Menachem Persoff

THIS WEEK: One of our unwell, poor,  
and elderly clients with no family was hit 
by a car and is now bedridden. He needs 

urgent help covering expenses. Please 
help him put his life together again.

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff 
050-570-1067  |  menpmp@gmail.com

Tax benefit for donations as per  
section 46a of the Israeli tax code

Tzitzit tying with Ruti 
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin

no experience needed

Mondays 1:15-4pm 
Wednesdays 12-3pm

Join the Torah Tidbits Distribution Team!
Help distribute Torah throughout the land 
of Israel and get paid for it by joining our 

dedicated team in Jerusalem:
* Package preparation (Monday or Tuesday)

* Packing and organizing (Wednesday)

* Delivery work (Wednesday, occasionally Thursday)

* Driving ability is a strong advantage
Contact Akiva at 054-613-7489 to apply!
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GEULAS YISRAELGEULAS YISRAEL
RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
RAM YESHIVAT HAR ETZION
MAGGID SHIUR ALL PARSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

Ya’akov spent much of his life wrestling his 
way out of peril. He entered the world pursued 
by an older brother who later vowed to kill 
him, and he fled eastward, seeking refuge 
in a distant land. For twenty long years he 
remained concealed in Lavan’s home, shielded 
by Hashem yet surrounded by duplicity.

AVOIDING CONFLICT
Seven years into his exile, he suffered a 

crushing betrayal. Lavan swapped the bride 
he loved for the sister he hadn’t chosen. 
Ya’akov didn’t react in anger. He bore the 
frustration quietly and labored another seven 
years to marry Rachel.

But the manipulation did not end there. 
Lavan repeatedly shifted the terms of 
Ya’akov’s wages, reshaping agreements at 
whim and without consent. Facing a relent-
less cycle of deceit, Ya’akov devised a quiet 
solution. He relinquished the entire flock, 

asking only for the spotted and speckled—
the weak and weathered animals that no 
shepherd desired. Through this measured 
retreat he eased the conflict and sidestepped 
a direct clash.

Eventually, troubling reports began to 
reach Ya’akov. Rumors circulated among 
Lavan’s family, hinting at growing resent-
ment. Sensing that his position was becoming 
unstable, Ya’akov once again chose to avoid 
confrontation. He gathered his household and 
quietly set out for Eretz Yisrael.

Yet his return was anything but simple. 
Esav was approaching with four hundred 
men, still carrying grievances from twenty 
years earlier. Hoping to ease the tension and 
prevent hostility, Ya’akov sent a substantial 
gift ahead, an attempt to calm Esav’s anger 
before the two brothers finally met.

Time and again, when confronted by hostil-
ity, Ya’akov chooses a different path. He side-
steps confrontation, seeking peaceful ways to 
untangle himself from dangerous or volatile 
situations. He retreats when necessary, offers 
gestures of goodwill, and devises creative solu-
tions when exploited. He rarely retaliates—and 
he never meets force with force.

THE WRESTLER
Until that lonely night at the Yabok. Alone 

on the far side of the river, separated from 
his family with no escape and no shelter, he 

Wrestling Toward Strength
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is suddenly attacked by a mysterious figure. 
With nowhere to flee and no option to avoid 
the encounter, Ya’akov is forced into a strug-
gle he cannot sidestep.

For the first time, he goes on the offensive. 
He wrestles through the night and prevails, 
holding his ground until his adversary pleads 
to be released.

In that moment, everything shifts. The 
man who consistently evaded confrontation 
becomes a figure capable of standing firm 
and fighting when necessary. 

His name reflects this transformation. 
Ya’akov evokes holding on to a heel—an 
image of standing behind another and 
operating from a position of vulnerability. 
It also suggests circling around obstacles and 
navigating challenges indirectly, relying on 
ingenuity rather than confrontation.

But now he becomes Yisrael—a name that 
signifies struggling with adversaries and 
prevailing. The man who once maneuvered 
around conflict is recast as one who can meet 
challenges directly and overcome them in the 
open, without retreat or subterfuge.

QUIET STRATEGIES IN GALUT
Ya’akov’s shift—from someone who 

survived through ingenuity and restraint 
to someone who could finally defend him-
self—mirrors the long arc of Jewish history.

For two thousand years, scattered across 
foreign lands, we seldom had the ability to 
“fight back.” As a vulnerable minority, facing 
discrimination and persecution, we had few 
avenues for active self-defense, political or 
military.

In difficult moments we relied on resource-
fulness to endure. We used connections, 
negotiations, bribes, payments, and pacify-
ing gestures to deflect hostility and lessen 

danger. And when those measures failed, we 
moved on, seeking places more welcoming 
or less threatening. We simply didn’t possess 
the power to stand our ground and protect 
ourselves.

RETREATING NO LONGER
All that has now changed. We have a Land 

of our own and the autonomy to protect it. At 
last, we can defend ourselves, responding to 
our enemies not only with words and appeals 
but with strength. For the first time in gener-
ations we possess a Jewish army—an army 
that shields our people and our homeland.

October 7th was not the first pogrom in 
Jewish history; it was the first pogrom that 
was followed by a war. Earlier attacks were 
followed only by silence and then by the next 
wave of violence. This time, the Jewish people 
stood up and fought back.

Flawless 
Service  

25 years+Buying             

Highest Prices      Paid
Member  
Diamond  

 Club

Gold, Jewelry, Silver
WANTEDWANTED

(All  
Types)

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,  
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

*** Alan Sussman, “The Collector” ***
-------------------

052-854-4504
Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

בס״ד

054-944-6778

AVIGAIL CORN
ARCHITECTURE & INTERIOR DESIGN
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Even beyond Israel, Jewish communities 
have organized politically and socially to 
defend their rights and confront the tidal surge 
of Jew-hatred now sweeping across the world.

As history draws nearer to its conclusion, 
the people of Ya’akov have become the 
people of Yisrael. For many, this transi-
tion is not simple. We grew accustomed to 
retreat, compromise, and accommodation; 
for centuries, force was never an option. 
Now—baruch Hashem—it is, yet some still 
struggle to adjust. That is the nature of histor-
ical change: old reflexes linger even as new 
realities take shape.

We are living in the Yisrael chapter of Jew-
ish history, not the Ya’akov chapter. The era 
has shifted, and so must we.

THE RESTRAINT OF “YISRAEL”
Yet, even Yisrael must navigate future con-

frontations with care. Strength does not erase 
the need for judgement. After wrestling with 
the mysterious figure and emerging victori-
ous, Ya’akov could have allowed confidence 
to carry him into a direct clash with Esav. 
He might have abandoned his earlier plan 
of appeasement and relied solely on force.

But he does not. He measures every step, 
balancing readiness with restraint. He main-
tains his strategy: cautious preparation for 

conflict alongside gestures meant to defuse 
it. This balanced approach succeeds. No blood 
is spilled, both brothers return home, and the 
crisis recedes—at least for that moment.

Ya’akov was not as fortunate in the after-
math of the crisis in Shechem. This time, his 
sons seized the initiative, attacking the people 
of Shechem after the abduction of their sister 
Dinah. Unlike Ya’akov, who consistently man-
aged danger through strategy and restraint, 
they felt empowered to respond with force 
and to resolve the crisis through might.

Ya’akov is deeply troubled by their actions. 
He rebukes them sharply, uneasy with a path 
that abandons caution and invites needless 
peril. Decades later, on his deathbed, he again 
censures Shimon and Levi as he blesses his 
children. Their violent response had left a 
lasting mark on him, standing in contrast to 
the thoughtful and balanced approach he had 
always tried to embody.

Just because he has become Yisrael and now 
possesses the ability to defend himself directly 
does not mean that force should become his 
primary response. On the banks of the Yabok, 
with no escape and no alternative, he had 
no choice but to fight. But that moment was 
exceptional, not instructional. It reveals what 
he can do, not what he prefers to do.

Yisrael’s instinct remains measured and stra-
tegic, not impulsively violent. That is why he 
criticizes his sons for rushing toward aggression 
in Shechem. Their instinctive reliance on force 
stands at odds with the careful balance he tried 
to uphold—a balance between strength and 
restraint, courage and judgment.

Though we have attained a Yisrael-like capac-
ity to fight back against our enemies, we are 
not a bellicose people. Our instinct is still to 
seek peaceful resolution, to negotiate, to find 
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OU Press is honored to partner 
with Rabbi Moshe Taragin on his 
new volume in Hebrew regarding 
the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch 
Hahastara). This remarkable book is 
also available in English, “Dark Clouds 
Above, Faith Below”

common ground. When we are left without 
alternatives, we defend ourselves with strength 
and pursue justice against those who harm us. 
But even “Yisrael”, empowered and capable, 
often chose appeasement over violence.

As we live through the “Yisrael” stage of 
history, we must carry his lesson with us. 
Strength does not cancel the preference for 
peace. The ability to fight does not diminish 
the desire to avoid it. Our grandfather Yis-
rael showed that even when force becomes 
possible, the wiser path—whenever it can be 
taken—is the path of restraint and peace. 
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HAFTORAH BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA 
SHMIDMAN

INSIGHTS DIRECTOR,  
OU WOMEN’S INITIATIVE

Pride and 
Perception

Have you ever noticed that arrogance 
doesn’t just change how we act — it changes 
our perspective? It convinces us that our 
perspective is the only one, and that our 
assumptions are reality. This was Edom’s 
fatal flaw, as captured by Ovadiah in a sin-
gle phrase: ָָיאֶֶך ִ � ךָָ הִִשִּׁ�  the arrogance of ,זְְדוֹֹן לִִבְּ�ְ
your heart has deceived you. Their downfall 
begins not from the outside, but inside. High 
in their mountain strongholds, they declare: 
 ?Who could ever bring me down ,מִִי יוֹֹרִִדֵֵנִִי אָָרֶֶץ
It is not a question — it is blindness disguised 
as confidence.

Modern psychology affirms this truth. In 
a well-known 1999 study, researchers David 
Dunning and Justin Kruger demonstrated 
that people who are most convinced of their 
own correctness are often the least accurate 

in self-assessment. Their certainty is not a 
sign of clarity — but of distortion. Arrogance 
blinds; humility allows perception.

Hashem answers Edom’s delusion: אִִם 
ם אוֹֹרִִידְְךָָ ָ � ר… מִִשָּׁ� ֶ שֶׁ� נֶּ�ֶ יהַּ�ַ כַּ�ַ גְְבִּ�ִ  Even if you rise like ,תַּ�ַ
an eagle — from there I will bring you down. 
Arrogance elevates a person into illusion; 
humility brings one back to truth.

This message is lived by Ovadiah himself. 
Born into Edom, he chose humility and faith. 
Within the arrogance and corruption of 
Achav’s court, he stayed rooted in Hashem, 
and that grounding gave him clarity and cour-
age. Ovadiah demonstrated that humility is 
not weakness.It anchors us in reality, opens 
opportunity for truth, and keeps us connected 
to others and to Hashem. 

Ovadiah ends with the vision that outlasts 
every empire: לכָָּוּה -and the king ,וְְהָָיְְתָָה לַַה’ הַַמְּ�ְ
ship will be Hashem’s. Power shifts, pride 
collapses, and history turns — but humility 
before Hashem remains the truest form of 
strength and the clearest way of seeing. 

As we all look forward to celebrating Chanukah you can help us  
provide over 200 poor and needy families with chickens and  

other necessities so they can have a joyful holiday, too!

Send your contributions to:
Clara Hammer Chicken Fund

P.O.B.18602 Jerusalem 9118501 | Tel.02-5823477
Donate via PayPal at Chickenladyofjerusalem.com

Or pay Hacker's Butcher Shop Directly via credit card 
 Tel. 02-5819378



OU ISRAEL CENTER 65

Bein 
 Har l'Kinneret

In Yavne'el

KOSHER 
 VILLA

Spacious grounds  
with lots  

of activities

10 min  
from 

Kinneret

Luxury  
8- bedroom villa 

(For up to 25 people)

WWW.HAMELECH.CO.IL
054-7534888

From Vision To Keys In Hand 
We Make Israel Real Estate Simple.

Passionate Service. Exceptional Results.

 

Haifa Area: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 1.7M NIS

+972 52 682-9367
USA (786) 385-8859

info@keteradvisors.com
BROKER - OWNER

FEE: 2% + VAT

Latest Projects & Pricing

Netanya: 3 bedrooms
Starting From 2.9M NIS

Carmei Gat: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 2.15M NIS

Ofakim: Custom Homes
140sqm on 400sqm Lot
Starting From 3.0M NIS

Izzy Leizerowitz

Latest Projects & Pricing

Katamon: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 4.9M NIS

Netanya: 4 bedrooms
Starting From 3.4M NIS

Katamonim: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 3.85M NIS

Rehovot: 4 Bedrooms
Starting From 3.5M NIS
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL PARENTING
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI 
DIRECTOR OF OU ISRAEL WOMEN’S DIVISION

In Parshat Vayishlach, we read that when 
Yitzchak passed away, ֹו וְְיַַעֲֲקֹב רּוּ אֹתֹוֹֹ עֵֵשָׂ�ׂ קְְּבְּ�ּ  וַַיִּ�
נָָּיו  ”Esav and Yaakov his sons buried him“ בָּ�
(Bereishit 35:29). It is a short and almost quiet 
pasuk, yet it reveals something profound. After 
all the years of conflict and separation, Esav 
returns to stand beside his brother in honoring 
their father. Somehow, even after a lifetime of 
drifting far from his family’s path, Esav still felt 
bound to Yitzchak and to the family he came 
from. What caused him to remain connected?

Looking back in Parshat Toldot, perhaps 
we can find the answer. In Toldot, the Torah 
tells us: ו אֱֱּהַַב יִִצְְחָָק אֶֶת עֵֵשָׂ�ׂ  Yitzchak loved“ - וַַיֶּ�
Esav.” Many commentaries ask the obvious 
question - why does Yitzchak love Esav? Could 
Yitzchak not see who Esav was — a man of 
the field, a hunter, impulsive, even selling his 
birthright for a bowl of lentil soup? Was this 
the son to carry forward the spiritual legacy 
of Am Yisrael?

Yitzchak was not naïve. He knew Esav’s 
nature and saw the pain it caused. When 

Esav married two idol-worshipping women 
from the חתי nation, the Torah says clearly  
הְְיֶֶיןָָ מֹרַַֹת רחַַּוּ לְְיִִצְְחָָק לְְּוּרִִבְְקָָה  They were“ .)כו לה( וַַתִּ�ִ
a source of grief to Yitzchak and Rivkah.” Yet 
despite his disappointment, Yitzchak’s love 
for Esav never faded. The Torah emphasizes 
that love as something constant and deep.

And so the question remains – why? 
Some explain that Esav “hunted” his father 
Yitzchak with his words, deceiving him and 
pretending to be righteous in order to gain 
his affection and the bracha. Rabbi Jonathan 
Sacks, however, offers a very different and 
profoundly important explanation in the 
realm of parenting. He writes as follows - 

"Yitzchak loved Eisav because Eisav was his 
son, and that is what parents do. They love 
their children no matter what. This does not 
mean that Yitzchak thought Eisav was the right 
person to continue the covenant, or that he was 
happy with Eisav marrying Hittite women. The 
text explicitly says he was troubled by this. 
Yitzchak could see Eisav’s true character. But 
he also knew that a parent must love their 
child because this is their child. They can still 
reproach them for their actions. But a parent 
does not disown their child, even when they are 
disappointed in them. Yitzchak was teaching us 
a fundamental lesson in parenthood”.

The Torah’s Timeless 
Message of Parental Love
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Rabbi Don Tiomkin (parenting expert and 
author of Boser Melachim) observes that 
in previous generations, parenting relied 
more heavily on rules and discipline. Today, 
however, those methods alone are no longer 
effective. Our generation, he writes, must be 
raised with love. Quoting the Chazon Ish, 
he explains that our role is למשכם בעבותות” 
 ”.to pull them in with ropes of love“ — אהבה“
Rav Shlomo Wolbe adds that the strongest 
influence parents have in chinuch is the love 
bond itself (Alei Shur, vol. 1, p. 260). To be 
an effective parent, one must begin with 
genuine love.

Loving our children is something that comes 
naturally to most parents. However, Rabbi 
Yechiel Yaakovson (parenting expert and 
author of אל תחטאו בילד) warns that many 
parents assume their children “know” they 
are loved. But if love is not spoken, shown, 
and felt, it is often not known at all. He tells the 
story of a top yeshivah student who would cry 
whenever he saw a parent show affection to 
a child — because he had never experienced 
that warmth himself. We must therefore 
ensure that our children feel they are deeply 
loved — not for their achievements, but simply 
because they are our children.

As we know, everything in the physical 
world has a parallel in the spiritual world. 
Just as a parent’s love is constant, so, too, 
Hashem’s love for us is constant. Just as a 
parent’s greatest desire is that his child should 
want to be close to him, so too, Hashem’s 
greatest desire is that we should want to be 
close to Him. And regardless of whether or 
not we act in ways that show our desire for 
closeness with Him, Hashem continues to 
love us and care for us.

In Devarim 14:1, the Torah states: ,ם נִִּים אַַתֶּ�ּ  בָּ�

 You are children of Hashem your“ :לַַה' אֱֱלֹקֹיכֶֶם
God.” Gemara Kiddushin 36a brings a debate 
- Rabbi Yehuda held that this applies only 
when Jews behaved in a way worthy of being 
the children of God. However, Rabbi Meir 
said that it was unconditional: whether Jews 
behave like Hashem’s children or they do not, 
they are still called the children of Hashem.

Rabbi Sacks expands on this idea: 
"The Jewish idea of Avinu Malkeinu, that our 
God, our King is first and foremost our Parent, 
is to instil the most profound emotions into our 
relationship with God. There is bound to be 
conflict, as all children sometimes conflict with 
their parents. The relationship can be fraught, 
even painful, yet what gives it its depth is the 
knowledge that it is unbreakable. Whatever 
happens, a parent is still a parent, and a child 
is still a child. The bond may be deeply dam-
aged but it is never broken beyond repair”.

Yitzchak’s love for Esav — unconditional, 
steadfast, and expressive — was not blind-
ness. It was strength, a model for parental 
love and Hashem’s love for us. And it is pre-
cisely because of that love that Esav remained 
connected even years later. Unconditional 
love is not uncritical, but it is unbreakable. 
That is how Yitzchak loved Esav. That is how 
parents must love their children. And that is 
how Hashem loves us. 

HOUSE FOR SALE IN MAALOT

145sqm, 6 rooms, air conditioning,  
2 floors, front and back yards,  

private parking, stunning view

FOR SALE BY OWNER
NO REAL ESTATE 0526512517
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ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

J E R U S A L E M

R E A L  E S T A T E

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM
OLD KATAMON 

2.5-room apt., small historical building, 
high ceilings & arched windows,  

1st floor, elevator, A/C, private parking  
& storage, near shops & cafes  

on Emek Refaim St., synagogues.  
Only 2,560,000 NIS. City Exclusive!

Michal 055-4559591 | Matan 055-4549479

BEST LOCATION IN KIRYAT YOVEL! 
Beautiful new & spacious 5-room apt.,  

140 sqm, large balcony, panoramic view, 
high floor, Shabbat elevators, 2 private  

underground parkings, storage, near cafes, 
shops, playgrounds, clinics, synagogues, 

schools & public transportation.  
Easy access to Ein Kerem, Shaare Zedek  

& Hebrew University Campuses.  
Exclusive! Galit 055-4549464

REHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED  
(DISKIN ST. - WOLFSON TOWERS)

Luxurious, exceptionally spacious 316 sqm 
apartment, (originally two apartments). 

Two living rooms, large dining area,  
5 bedrooms. High floor - stunning pano-
ramic view. Fully furnished & equipped.  

Commercial & medical center right below. 
Overlooking the Knesset, Israel Museum, 
Sacher Park. Exclusive! Haim 055-4574163

IN QUIET KIRYAT SHMUEL  
(HATAYASIM ST.) 

5-room nicely renovated,  
small building, new MAMAD, balcony, 
private parking, A/C. heating & more.  

Exclusive! Moshe 055-4549428



www.omb.org.il     office@omb.org.il

Your kindness will bring 

light and warmth into their homes.

בס”ד

 Chanukah
For

Please open your heart and help bring light
and comfort to families affected by terror. 

Your donation will provide food and
chickens for Shabbos Chanukah, donuts,

olive oil for the Menorah, and warm
blankets for the cold winter nights.

Ohr Meir & Bracha needs your support to
give toys to children impacted by the war
and flannel sheets to our soldiers so they

can rest warmly and safely.
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RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

Holy and 
Whole

After a prolonged, arduous journey, Yaakov 
finally returns home to the land of Canaan 
(Genesis 33:18). Having escaped from the 
house of Lavan and survived the encounter 
with his adversarial brother Esav, he finally 
can settle into a new chapter of 
life. The Torah chooses a single 
word to encapsulate Yaakov’s 
current physical, emotional, 
and spiritual state: shalem. 

Rashi noted that, on the 
whole, Yaakov emerged from 
all the scrapes and struggles 
shalem, in the sense of intact or 
unbroken. “He was shalem in 
body, for his limp had healed. 
He was shalem in money, for 
he lost nothing on account of 
the tribute. He was shalem in Torah, for he 
forgot none of his learning in the house of 
Lavan.”1 Despite the stream of never-ending 
problems—one thing after the next—every 
aspect of Yaakov’s existence in this world 
remained intact. In fact, he only came out 
stronger. 

Rav Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook 
expanded upon Rashi’s idea. Wholeness in 
body, finances, and spirit reflects Yaakov’s 

1. Rashi on Genesis 33:18, s.v. שלם.

capacity to live a holistic life. He is now able 
to weave together the various threads of his 
life—the physical, financial, and intellec-
tual-spiritual—so that they all share in the 
pursuit of the noble and the good. Yaakov 
reaches a stage in life in which he seamlessly 
integrates all aspects of his life into divine 
service. He is shalem in the sense of being 
made whole, of synthesizing the physical and 
the spiritual.2

We learn from Yaakov that 
the physical and financial 
need not be in conflict with 
the spiritual. To the contrary, 
these elements are the very 
foundations of a well-rounded, 
complete life, a life that is 
shalem. Yaakov embodies the 
notion that to live religiously 
is to let the spiritual into every 
area of our lives. 

There is nothing neutral 
in life; every aspect can be 

directed to God. From this perspective, the 
seemingly mundane—eating, sleeping, con-
ducting business—is no less part of God’s 
service than the ritual observances of prayer, 
Torah study, and giving charity.

The Torah commands the entire Jewish 
people, “You shall be tamim with the Lord 
your God” (Deuteronomy 18:13). Contextu-
ally, this is understood to mean that one must 
have faith in God alone and not engage in 

2. Ein Ayah, Shabbat, 2:284.

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook zt”l
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illicit practices, such as magic, divination, or 
communing with spirits.3 Targum Onkelos, 
however, translates tamim as shelim, the 
Aramaic equivalent of shalem. According to 
this, tamim does not mean “pious” or “inno-
cent,” but “well-rounded.” Perhaps the Torah 
foreshadows this unique aspect of Yaakov’s 
character when we are first introduced to 
him as an ish tam (Genesis 25:27). 

Impressively, Yaakov was not satisfied with 
his own spiritual attainment and endeavored 
to teach it to others. The very same verse 
which calls him shalem tells us that he pro-
vided assistance to the city where he settled. 
The Sages instruct that “he encamped facing 
the city” (נֵֵי הָָעִִיר ְ חַַן אֶֶת פְּ�  (Genesis 33:18) (וַַיִּ�ִ
should be understood roughly as “he gener-
ously improved the face of the city.”4 What 
kindness did he do for the city of Shechem? 
He established a monetary system, set up a 
marketplace, or erected bathhouses.5 These 
contributions were not merely a reflection 
of his philanthropy. Yaakov was convinced 
that the underpinnings of ethical life begin 
with ennobling every sector of society. He 
implemented and modeled for others his 

3. See, e.g., Rashi and Ramban ad loc. 
4. Grammatically, the root is chet, nun, hei, but 
midrashically it is being read as chet, nun, nun. 
5. Shabbat 33b.

conception of an integrated spiritual life. 
What drove Yaakov to promote religious 

values and faith among non-Jews? Appar-
ently, he felt responsible for the world as a 
whole. Rav Kook writes that part of actualiz-
ing our national shelemut is the responsibility 
of disseminating our wisdom to the world: 

The strength of the desire to be good to 
everyone in the world without limitation, both 
in the amount of good to those in need of it, 
and in the quality of the good—this is the inner 
seed of the soul of the Community of Israel. 
This is the inheritance and the legacy from our 
ancestors, and this is the secret of the longing 
for redemption that is in the nation….”6

The proposition that we can sanctify every 
aspect of our lives forms the bedrock of Jew-
ish tradition. For example, financial success 
need not be a hindrance to spiritual growth. 
If used properly, money can be its catalyst. 
The heavy gauntlet Yaakov throws down is to 
infuse every aspect of our lives with holiness 
and nobility. 

6. Orot Yisra’el, 1:4.

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
aarong@ouisrael.org  at a special price 
for Torah Tidbits readers.
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From the Virtual Desk of the

OU VEBBE REBBE
Rav Daniel Mann

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
RAV DANIEL MANN

לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

Question: I need to take our kids to day-
care in the morning. I can do it either before 
davening or after a pre-netz minyan. Which 
is better? 

Answer: Personal concerns can signifi-
cantly affect the best choice for you. These 
include the impact on your wife’s morning, 
your sleep needs, and the subjective quality 
of your tefilla. Since you do not raise these 
issues, we will focus on the generic halachic 
issues, starting with the issue of davening 
before netz (sunrise). 

The optimal time to daven Shacharit is 
“as vatikin” – starting Shemoneh Esrei as the 
sun rises (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 
89:1). One can fulfill the mitzva as early as 
alot hashachar (72 minutes or more before 
sunrise), but this is on the level of b’di’eved 
and is recommended only for those in exten-
uating circumstances, e.g., they must be on 
the road at the optimal time (ibid. 8). Soon 

after alot hashachar, there is also a problem 
that it is, under normal circumstance, too 
early to recite Kri’at Shema and its berachot 
(ibid. 58:1,3), which is to precede Shemoneh 
Esrei. The starting time for Kri’at Shema is 
called misheyakir, some 50 minutes before 
netz (with variations due to various opinions 
and geographical adjustments). What is less 
clear (see Igrot Moshe, OC IV, 6; Minchat 
Yitzchak IX, 10) is whether davening at any 
time before netz is only b’di’eved (see Yalkut 
Yosef, OC 89:14) or is after misheyakir fine, 
and it is just less preferable than vatikin (Shut 
Pri Yitzchak I, 2). “Fine” can come in different 
gradations (see Ishei Yisrael 13:2). 

The next question is whether and/or to 
what degree it is objectionable to get involved 
in an activity like taking children to daycare 
before Shacharit. Among the things that are 
forbidden before Shacharit is “involvement 
in one’s affairs” and traveling (Berachot 14a; 
Shulchan Aruch, OC 89:3). Arguably, taking 
children to daycare is both. However, there 
are possible leniencies. 

Taking care of children, intrinsically, and as 
help to one’s wife, is likely an involvement of 
mitzva (see Halichot Shlomo, Tefilla 2:5; Living 
the Halachic Process, VII, H-1), which is permit-
ted before davening (see Mishna Berura 89:36). 
This may apply to taking to good daycare. Also, 

Transporting Children 
Before or After Shacharit?

Handyman / Plumber
Shmuel Rosenzweig

Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418 

בס"ד



OU ISRAEL CENTER 73

Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by  
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare 
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad. 
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

there are indications that short trips are not 
considered traveling (see Living the Halachic 
Process VI, A-1). On the other hand, while sim-
ple help in the house with children might not be 
involved enough to qualify as involvement in 
affairs, presumably taking children to daycare 
is usually a formal and serious enough chore 
to be considered involvement. The Rama OC 
89:3) cites an opinion that if one recites Birchot 
Hashachar beforehand, it is permitted to do 
tasks and travel. While we avoid relying on this 
alone (ibid.), poskim factor in reciting Birchot 
Hashachar first regarding borderline cases of 
activity (see Ishei Yisrael 13:23-24). There is 
also a possibility that if one has a set time for 
a minyan, then fitting in tasks before that time 
is permitted (Halichot Shlomo, Tefilla 2:(8)). 

Putting our findings into perspective, nei-
ther davening between misheyakir and netz 
nor taking kids to daycare before davening 
is ideal, nor highly objectionable. It is often 
difficult to find sources and decide between 
two b’di’eved situations. (That said, if one must 
do real work early, he should first daven even 

before netz (Tefilla K’hilchata 3:(63)).) It is logi-
cal to consider subjective factors to help decide, 
and you can change schedules from day to 
day according to need. It may be worthwhile 
to consider how likely you are to come late 
to minyan if you take the kids first, or have to 
leave a little early if you take them later. 

After weighing the factors, we suggest the 
following. If your community is like many, 
where main minyanim are in the pre-netz 
time slot (but Shemoneh Esrei is after misheya-
kir), at least during much of the year, and 
you sometimes attend such a minyan for 
convenience, it seems better to start the day 
by davening first with a clear mind. If you 
have set as a priority not to daven before netz, 
then take the kids first. 

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English  

or Hebrew contact: 
Eretz Hemdah–Gazit 

Rabbinical Court 
077-215-8-215 • Fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL
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MAOR PRIZE 
CEREMONY
Join us for a special evening celebrating exceptional young 
Anglo Olim who who have made an impact, as a guiding 
light, in their community.

FAMILY CHANUKAH 
PARTY
Enjoy Chanukah treats and activities at the NBN Campus! 
Party will be followed by the Maor Youth Prize Ceremony 
and communal Chanukah candle lighting.

NBN ALIYAH CAMPUS JERUSALEM

CHANUKAH BRUNCH 
FOR SENIORS
Celebrate the 4th day of Chanukah with Nefesh B'Nefesh, 
including latkes, sufganiyot, and a special mosaics project 
dedicated to miluim families.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17 · 10:30

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 · 14:00

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 · 17:15

CHANUKAH EVENTS 

NBN TEL AVIV CENTER

www.nbn.org.il/all-events

For more information 
and to register:

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT:
Get ready to light up the night! Join us for an evening of 
latkes, delicious cocktails, great music, and even better 
company as we light the menorah together.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18 · 19:00

CHANUKAH PARTY FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

CHANUKAH 
HAPPY HOUR
Enjoy festive bites, great drinks, and good company as 
we light the Chanukiah and connect with fellow Olim at 
a special Chanukah Happy Hour.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 · 17:00

FOR RETIREES AND EMPTY NESTERS
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I always felt my soul yearning for connec-
tion. But I didn’t know how to nurture it.

Growing up I was very connected to my 
Judaism, but not necessarily through doing 
actual mitzvos. When I was 21, however, I 
had the opportunity to go to Rabbi Manis 
Friedman’s Bais Chana program in Minnesota 
for Baalot Teshuva. And it changed my life.

I remember walking into Tanya class and 
hearing about the concept of the G-dly Soul. 
As the Alter Rebbe explains, every Jew’s G-dly 
soul is a חלק אלוקי ממעל ממש.

“Literally a part of G-d Above.”
That idea was transformative. Seeing 

myself as a shining ray of Hashem’s light 
empowered me to grow. It made me feel like I 
could access a personal relationship with G-d. 
It gave me the strength to change my lifestyle, 
to grow closer to Torah and Mitzvos as a way 
of developing this connection, of feeding the 

deeper part of me that is part of Him. 
Last week, I was learning Tanya with a 

group of students and one of them asked if 
there is significance to the fact that the name 
“Elokai” is used in this description of the G-dly 
Soul rather than another name for Hashem.

I had never thought about that before. And 
it is so important.

Every one of the names we have for 
Hashem reveals a different aspect of how 
He interacts with the world. And gives us 
different access to Him.

The Tetragrammaton reveals his Infinity 
and the Oneness of all things. Eh-yeh is the 
name that empowers us to yearn for personal 
growth. HaMakom imbues us with the under-
standing that He is everywhere and in all 
things. That He is our home.

Elokim is the name associated with judge-
ment and strength. Through this name, 
Hashem shows His willingness to be revealed 
within boundaries, in measurement, in the 
finite beings of nature. And in us. 

In Masechet Megillah, Rabbi Yochanan says, 
“In the place that you find Hashem’s greatness 
you also find His humility”. The Alter Rebbe 
explains that one of the ways we can appre-
ciate Hashem’s greatness is in how He allows 
Himself to also be small and measured.

He knows that we, as finite beings, would 

The G-dly Soul Is Your 
Doorway to Connection
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Shoshana Judelman is passionate about learning 
and growing through Chassidus. She gives shiurim 
to women in many communities around Israel, 
including Efrat, Elazar, Raanana and Jerusalem as 
well as at Midreshet Rachel V’Chaya. Shoshana also 
guides groups at Yad Vashem and leads journeys to 
Poland and other countries around Europe for JRoots.

ILANA NELSON        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

GARDEN COTTAGE FOR SALE IN KATAMON
PEACEFUL, BEAUTIFUL, GARDEN DUPLEX,
122 SQM ON TWO LEVELS, 4.5 BEDROOMS, 3 FULL 
BATHS, PRIVATE LUSH GARDEN, PRIVATE PARKING, 
ELEVATOR, MAMAD, EXCELLENT CONDITION. 
ASKING PRICE: NIS 8,150,000

4-ROOM APT FOR SALE IN OLD KATAMON
BRIGHT AND AIRY 3 BEDROOM APT ON HAGDUD 
HAIVRI/PALMACH ST, 100 SQM., 2.5 BATHS, SMALL 
BALCONY, LARGE COMMON ROOF FOR SUKKAH, 
AMAZING VIEW OVER SOUTH JERUSALEM
ASKING PRICE: NIS 4,350,000

COUNTRY ESTATE IN EIN KEREM 
271 SQM HOME ON OVER 1 DUNAM OF LAND ON A 
QUIET HILL IN EIN KEREM, FOR RENOVATION, 
POTENTIAL FOR INCREDIBLE DREAM HOME
ASKING PRICE: NIS 9,800,000

RENOVATED SPACIOUS 2 BDRM IN ARNONA
97 SQM, HUGE KITCHEN AND ENTERTAINING SPACE, 
VIEW TO JORDAN, BRIGHT, SHABBAT ELEVATOR, 
MAMAD, PARKING, MAHSAN
ASKING PRICE: NIS 4,600,000

be overwhelmed and extinguished by the 
intensity of His full presence. That we can 
not contain Him in any way.

Except that He enables us to.
In His Infinite Kindness, He allows Himself 

to be “measured out” into each one of us. 
As a “bite-sized” piece. That we can feel in 
a personal way.

Seemingly finite beings holding Infinity.
That is our חלק אלוקי ממעל ממש.
And it makes all the difference.
In this world we are physically separated 

from each other as souls in bodies, so it feels 
like we are also spiritually separated. We feel 
a sense of disconnect, fragmentation, and 
loneliness. And it can be so painful.

The path of healing is in connection. In 
the knowledge that we are both Filled by 
Him and Surrounded by Him. Through His 
different names we can understand that He 
is Infinite and Personal at the same time. And 
although we seem to be separate individu-
als, each one of us is a ray of Hashem’s light, 
connected at our Source. 

In His Greatness, He allows us to know Him 
through knowing ourselves. 

And that is healing.
May each one of us be blessed with the 

strength to keep seeking relationship with 

Him, to know that He Enables and Desires 
that, and to open ourselves to the doorway 
to Him inside of us, the חלק אלקי ממעל ממש. 
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David Bedein, Director
www.IsraelBehindtheNews.com
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RSVP: DAVID BEDEIN 
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• STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS
• FAST DELIVERY

Foldees.co.il  |  058-707-8181

FOLDING CHAIRSFOLDING CHAIRS

 

SHORT-TERM LET   
GOLDERS GREEN, LONDON, UK 

 
Your Home Away From Home! 

─────────────────────────── 

Luxurious, modern accommodation 
just a 5–10 min walk from local Shuls, 

shops, and train station. 
 

★★ Amenities ★★ 
             Sleeps up to 8 guests  
               2 modern bathrooms 
         Kitchenette & lounge (air-

conditioned) 
       Washing machine & dryer  
                         All bedding & towels 

provided 
           Private entrance & parking 

★★ Extras Available ★★ 
                 Airport transport booking 
               Choice of sandwiches on 

arrival 
           Kosher grocery order 

 
 

WhatsApp / Call: +44 7977 712426 
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INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER
MOTHER OF SGT. BINYAMIN HY”D

JEN AIRLEY

There is something unexpected about Yaa-
kov’s request at the end of his mysterious 
nighttime battle. He turns to the very being 
who has been wrestling him for hours—this 
shadowy figure representing the forces deter-
mined to break him—and asks for a blessing. 
It is an astonishing move. A person bruised, 
exhausted, injured, would normally wish only 
for escape. But Yaakov wants transformation. 
He wants meaning. He wants wholeness.

The struggle unfolds “עד עלות השחר”—until 
the rising of dawn. This is not incidental. 
Night, in Torah symbolism, is the realm of 
uncertainty, fear, doubt. When you cannot 
see, you can only feel. It is the darkness of 
confusion, of not knowing what comes next. 
It is the space where one must rely on faith 
alone— אמונתך בלילות. In daylight, right and 
wrong become more obvious; clarity returns. 
But at night, we confront ourselves, our 
demons, our vulnerabilities, with no external 
bearings to steady us.

This battle—between Yaakov and the mys-
terious “man,” understood by Chazal as the 
Satan or the guardian of Eisav—represents 
the internal struggle between good and evil, 
between the desire to perfect oneself and the 
forces determined to pull a person down 

spiritually, emotionally, or physically. And it is 
precisely there, in that darkness, that Yaakov 
earns the blessing of a new name: Yisrael.

Yet the Torah does something curious. 
Although Yaakov prevails, he is left limping. 
And we, his descendants, are forever com-
manded not to eat from the גיד הנשה , the 
sinew connected to his injury. Why? If Yaakov 
ultimately triumphed, why is the sign of his 
struggle preserved eternally?

After Yaakov parts from Eisav, the Torah 
narrates a series of journeys: to Succot, to 
Padan Aram, and then to Shechem, where he 
purchases a parcel of land from the children 
of Chamor. And then comes the striking state-
ment: “ויעקב בא שלם”—“And Yaakov arrived 
intact.”

Rashi comments: שלם בגופו, שלם בממונו, שלם 
 he arrived whole in body, whole in— בתורתו
wealth, whole in Torah. Was he miraculously 
healed? Did he no longer limp? Was his pain 
gone?

Perhaps externally he looked complete. 
Perhaps others saw him and thought he had 
fully recovered. His gait was steady again; 
his strength restored. From the outside, he 
was whole.

But the Torah refuses to erase what 

“Incompletely Complete”: 
Yaakov’s Struggle and the 

Torah’s Eternal Embrace of Pain
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The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat 
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the 
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces, 
bereaved families and widows can come for 
respite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more 
information and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org

happened in the night. The command of 
-ensures that the injury is remem גיד הנשה
bered forever. The Jewish people will never 
sit down to a meal without—consciously or 
not—carrying the imprint of Yaakov’s limp.

Why preserve the scar of a wound that 
healed?

Because this is the Torah’s profound psy-
chological truth: triumph does not erase pain. 
Victory does not undo the suffering that pre-
ceded it. Healing does not mean forgetting. 
Being “complete” does not require being 
unbroken.

I call this being “incompletely complete.”
Yaakov went on. He built, he traveled, he 

raised his family, he became Yisrael—the 
father of a nation destined to endure. He 
arrived shalem, intact. But the Torah holds 
space for the fact that he once limped.

So, too, for the Jewish people. Our national 
identity is forged not only through our tri-
umphs but also through our wounds. We 
suffer losses, we encounter profound pain, 
yet we emerge with the greatest of victories: 
faith, continuity, identity, hope. But we do not 
pretend the injuries never existed. Our com-
pleteness contains its fractures. Our whole-
ness carries the shadows of what broke us.

And so it is with families who endure loss. 
From the outside, new photos may show 
smiling faces, expanded circles, renewed 
life- which are very real and honest. People 
may comment that a family appears strong, 
restored, intact. Shalem. Our family will 
never be whole again in this lifetime. The 
Torah, in its eternal wisdom, acknowledges 
that wholeness after tragedy is not the same 
as wholeness before it. There is a before and 
an after. There is the part that heals—and the 
part that remains broken forever.

The mitzvah of גיד הנשה says: I, God, 
remember your pain. I hold your wound 
within My law. I will not force you to move 
on as if nothing happened. Your struggle is 
etched into the eternal story of My people.

Yaakov becomes Yisrael precisely because 
he struggled — כי שרית עם אלוקים ועם אנשים 
 because he fought with the Divine — ותוכל
and with man and prevailed. Yisrael is 
the name of geulah, the name of נצחיות , a 
name that carries the promise of ultimate 
wholeness. But it is a wholeness that does 
not discard the limp.

The Jewish people are forever Yisrael—not 
because we are untouched, but because we 
rise, again and again, higher and higher, 
stronger and stronger, from within the very 
places we were wounded.

We are, like Yaakov, part of a nation 
that's incompletely complete—and divinely 
embraced in that state forever. 
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MRS. LEAH FEINBERG
OU ISRAEL FACULTY

throughout centuries of exile and dispersion. 
The failure of Nehemiah’s contemporaries 

to transmit the Hebrew language to their chil-
dren was so potentially catastrophic that he 
highlights it alongside desecration of Shabbat 
and intermarriage as posing a threat to the 
continuity of the Jewish nation.

In fact, this failure led to a significant alter-
ation in Jewish practice that still resonates 
today. The Rambam (Hilchot Tefillah1:4) 
cites the verse from Nehemiah to explain 
the need seen by the Sages to compose a 
fixed text for prayer. Since the people were 
unable to express themselves coherently in 
Hebrew, rendering them incapable of suffi-
ciently praising Hashem and entreating Him 
to grant their desires, they would abbrevi-
ate their prayers. To remedy the situation, 
Ezra and his court established the eighteen 
blessings of the silent Amidah so that the 
entire nation could be equally eloquent in 
praising Hashem, asking Him to fulfill their 
needs and expressing their gratitude for His 
benevolence, even if they themselves were 
not fluent in Hebrew.

The Hatam Sofer פרשת שמות; קצת מדרוש( 
 notes that in Tanach, Hebrew לכבוד התורה(
is referred to as “Yehudit” - the language of 
Judaism. The designation “Lashon HaKo-
desh”, the holy tongue, was introduced 
by Hazal only after the Babylonian exile, 
which had resulted in the assimilation rate 
that brought about the crisis highlighted 
by Nehemiah. He questions why in the 
Babylonian exile the Hebrew language was 

בס"ד

Holiness of 
the Hebrew 
Language

At the end of his sefer, Nehemiah bemoans 
the fact that the children of the Jewish men 
who had married foreign wives were unable 
to speak Hebrew. Preserving Hebrew as the 
language of the Jewish people has always 
been a fundamental value in Judaism. 

The midrash enumerates faithfulness to the 
Hebrew language as one of the merits that 
contributed to bringing about the redemption 
from Egypt. Retaining our unique language is 
one of the primary factors that distinguishes 
us from the surrounding culture. Speaking 
the language of Creation and Revelation 
serves as a hallmark of Jewish identity and 
has enabled the survival of the Jewish nation 

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
Several brand new apartments for sale on  
Mekor Chaim street - Spacious 3 & 4 rooms, 
mirpeset, storage, parking & Shabbat elevator.  
From 3.09m shekel
Great opportunity to buy in a new building 
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot 
2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices start  
at just 2.39m shekel
Awesome opportunity in Baka - Spacious, quiet 
& light, 5 rooms, in a small and modern building, 
elevator, parking, storage and a Mirpest 7.6m shekel
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Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who 
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett 
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach 
Department chairperson and New Teacher 
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU 
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of 
the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi series, 
currently in its third cycle, women scholars deliver 
a daily shiur on the books of Prophets (Neviim) 
and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a chapter 
a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners of all 
levels who would like to participate in the two-
year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU Women’s 
Initiative to register for additional content.

so underused that it was nearly forgotten, 
while in the roughly two thousand years of 
exile following the destruction of the Second 
Temple Jews throughout the diaspora have 
been able to preserve this same language. 

The Hatam Sofer attributes this phenome-
non to the concept that lies behind the term 
“Lashon HaKodesh”. The nature of holy enti-
ties is that they resist bonding with the physi-
cal world. The Neshama, the divine spark that 
animates us, resists bonding with the body 
and acquiesces only under compulsion. The 
holy Torah, according to the Sages, is easily 
forgotten if not acquired through intense, 
focused study and determination. So too the 
Hebrew language; nevertheless, this quality 
of the Hebrew language was not appreciated 
until after the Babylonian exile.

 When Hazal realized how easily the lan-
guage could be forgotten, they recognized 
its intrinsic holiness and termed it Lashon 
HaKodesh. Once we became conscious of 
the holiness of the language, we were able to 
guard more assiduously against its extinction.

When Yosef identified himself to his broth-
ers in Egypt, he stated: י פִִי ה עֵֵינֵֵיכֶֶם רֹאֹוֹֹת …כִּ�ִ  וְְהִִנֵּ�ֵ
ר אֲֲלֵֵיכֶֶם  …You can see for yourselves - הַַמְְדַַבֵּ�ֵ
that it is indeed my mouth that is speaking to 
you. The midrash interpolates: You can see 
for yourselves… that I am speaking Lashon 
HaKodesh, the holy tongue. The Hatam Sofer 
explains that Yosef was implying to them 
that his ability to retain his command of 
the Hebrew language even while serving 
as viceroy of the most spiritually corrupt 
empire attested to his faithfulness to the 
teachings of his father, and his commitment 
to Torah study even under the most trying 
circumstances. Despite everything that had 
come between them, his fluency in Lashon 

HaKodesh served as proof that they were 
still brothers, still committed to the same 
values.

In the Talmud Yerushalmi (1:3) Rabbi 
Meir is quoted as teaching that “Whoever 
lives permanently in the Land of Israel, eats 
(even) his profane food in purity, speaks in 
Lashon HaKodesh and recites Kriat Shema 
morning and evening is assured of life in the 
World to Come.” To this inducement to speak 
Hebrew we might add that as we prepare 
for the coming redemption and more and 
more Jews gather in the Land of Israel from 
all parts of the world, speaking Hebrew 
affords us a strong sense of shared identity 
and purpose, contributing to the unity we so 
long for during this challenging era. 



IN JEWISH HISTORY
DISCOVER NEW PERSPECTIVES

AND JEWISH EDUCATION

Apply for Spring ‘26 | gsjs.touro.edu

Ready to learn more? Dean Moshe Sokol will be in Israel Dec. 1-8.
Contact karen.rubin@touro.edu to schedule a meeting.

Excited by Jewish History, Machshevet Yisrael or Chinuch?

Enroll in Touro University’s Graduate School of Jewish Studies and 
pursue a master’s degree with concentrations in Jewish Studies or 
Jewish Education. Or audit courses that interest and inspire.  

Fully online via ZOOM (o� ered by Touro University New York)
Generous scholarships • Noted faculty experts • Small classes
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Ayelet asks: Aleeza, as a matchmaker 
and ambassador, I sometimes worry that 
I might be missing potential matches for 
my candidates because of my own filter 
of what I see as “attractive,” or based on 
what I think they would find attractive. 
How can I make sure I’m not letting my own per-
spective limit someone’s opportunity for love?

Aleeza answers:  This is such an important 
and honest question, and I truly appreciate 
your self-awareness. The very fact that you’re 
asking it shows you’re already doing holy 
work with humility.

We all see the world through our own 
lenses. That’s how Hashem created us, 

each person has their own sense of beauty, 
attraction, and style. But as matchmakers, 
we have to remember: we’re not matching 
with our eyes alone; we’re matching as an 
ambassador for someone else and they have 
different preferences.

It’s easy to assume, “He won’t like her look,” 
or “She won’t go for someone like him.” I’ve 
made this mistake before. The match that 
seemed “off” on paper, or “not their type” in 
pictures, often becomes the match that lasts 
a lifetime. Why? Because what someone else 
wants or ends up liking isn’t what we may 
think they will like or isn’t what we prefer. I 
recently had a client who said yes to a match 
I was pretty sure they’d say no to because 
of the photo. But I still chose to present the 
match to let them decide. And to my surprise 
they said yes! And P.S. they enjoyed the date 
and the persons look in person too. 

Our job isn’t to predict attraction, it’s to 
open doors for possibility. When we decide 
for someone else based on our assumptions, 
we might unintentionally close a door that 
is meant to be open. That’s why I remind 
myself: I’m not here to judge the wrapping; 
I’m here to introduce souls. And yes we 
should take into consideration someone’s 

 לעילוי נשמת 
מאיר יצחק בן יוסף אליהו הכהן ז”ל

“Seeing Through  
Hashem’s Eyes: Rethinking 
How We Choose Matches”
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Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking 
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With 
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors, 
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a 
Wedding every 2 days!

preferences and not make matches we know 
they have asked us to avoid. 

Practically speaking, I encourage you to 
pause before filtering someone out and ask 
yourself three questions:

Am I judging based on my taste, or based 
on what I truly know about them and what 
they want?

Could this person surprise me, if I gave 
them the option to choose yes or no?

Does this match have merit based on 
values?

When we match without fear of getting a 
no, we become a vessel for making a match. 
You don’t have to think every match fits 
perfectly, you just need to see the potential, 
present it, and let them decide.

Because at the end of the day, attraction 
is more fluid that people let on. Our job is to 
bring good people together, with open hearts 
and humble eyes.

May the people you set up see the potential 
in the match you present. 

Aleeza 

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!

RECHAVIA 
Newly Renovated

Apartment
• 140+ Meters

Entrance on Street Level
4 Bedrooms
2 Baths
Large Washer/Dryer Room
Dining/Living Room
Security Room
Sukkah Porch

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR RENT

Call Moish
052-423-5321
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Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

ELIAV SABAN
JERUSALEM CHAPTER 
DIRECTOR

אָָחִִיו  ו  אֶֶל־עֵֵשָׂ�ׂ לְְפָָנָָיו  מַַלְְאָָכִִים  יַַעֲֲקֹבֹ  לַַׁח   שְּׁ� וַַיִּ�
)בראשית ל״ב:ד׳(

Would any of us send gifts to someone who’s 
been out to get us? Would we try to show care 
to someone we’re genuinely afraid of?

The parasha opens with Yaakov facing 
exactly that situation. Esav is coming toward 
him with a group of men, and it looks like a 
confrontation is on the way. This isn’t sudden. 
The Torah already told us:
)בראשית  אָָחִִי  אֶֶת־יַַעֲֲקֹבֹ  וְְאַַהַַרְְגָָה  ו…  עֵֵשָׂ�ׂ וַַיֹּ�אּמֶֶר 

כ״ז:מ״א(
Esav has carried this anger for years 

ו( טֹׂםֹ עֵֵשָׂ�ׂ שְּׂ�  .and Yaakov is fully aware of it )וַַיִּ�
Yet instead of hiding or preparing for a fight, 
he sends messengers right to him. Why?

Rav Tzvi Yehuda HaKohen Kook זצ״ל points 
us back to the nevuah given before the twins 
were even born:
)בראשית  ים…”  לְְאֻֻמִּ�ּ נֵֵׁי   שְּׁוּ� בִִּטְְנֵֵךְְ…  בְּ� גֹיִִֹים  נֵֵׁי   “שְׁ�

כ״ה:כ״ג(
Their lives were always going to diverge. 

They were destined to become two nations 
with different paths. But right now, what 
we’re seeing is a painful, complicated family 
conflict and resentment that’s been sitting in 
Esav’s heart for a long time. In that light, Yaa-
kov’s move (לַַׁח יַַעֲֲקֹבֹ מַַלְְאָָכִִים  שְּׁ� -isn’t surren (וַַיִּ�
der. Rav Tzvi Yehuda sees it as a deliberate, 
thoughtful political step.

A step that says: I’m willing to engage, even 
when you’re not.

And that theme feels incredibly relevant 
today. Our political world, especially in Medi-
nat Yisrael, is complicated and emotional. But 
beneath the arguments and the noise, many 
people, even those who disagree fiercely, 
are trying to build something good for Am 
Yisrael.

It may look like chaos from the outside. But 
maybe, like Yaakov and Esav, there’s room for 
connection even where there’s tension. Not 
because we agree, but because we’re family.

Sometimes the strongest move isn’t to push 
back harder…but to reach out first, to believe 
that even complicated relationships can move 
toward healing, and to trust that unity built 
with courage can shape a better future.

שבת שלום ומבורך!

ZVI FISHER
10TH GRADE, JERUSALEM

SHIMON AND LEVI –  
COURAGE AND RESPONSIBILITY

Parashat Vayishlach presents a difficult 
and complex narrative involving Dinah and 
the city of Shechem. After Shechem harmed 
Dinah, her brothers, Shimon and Levi, sought 
to defend her. They proposed that the men 
of Shechem could marry Dinah only if they 
underwent circumcision. When the men 
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were weakened from the procedure, Shimon 
and Levi attacked and killed all the males 
in the city (Genesis 34:25–26: “On the third 
day, when they were in pain, two of Jacob’s 
sons, Shimon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, took 
their swords and came against the city while 
it was unguarded, and killed all the males. 
They also killed Hamor and Shechem, his 
son, with the sword, and took Dinah out of 
Shechem’s house and left.”).

Yaakov rebuked his sons, expressing con-
cern about the broader consequences of their 
actions and the impact on the family (Genesis 
34:30: “Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, 
‘You have brought trouble on me by making 
me odious to the inhabitants of the land, the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites. My numbers 
are few, and they will gather against me and 
attack me, and I will be destroyed, I and my 
household.’”). Later, he critiques Shimon and 
Levi again (Genesis 49:5–7), highlighting a 
broader concern regarding their approach 
to conflict.

Commentators differ in their evaluation of 
Shimon and Levi’s actions. Ramban explains 
that their intent was to defend Dinah and 
uphold family honor, yet he emphasizes that 
their method—slaughtering all the men—was 
excessive and morally problematic. Rambam, 

in Hilchot De’ot (6:1), teaches that a person 
must act with moderation and wisdom, 
avoiding extremes even when motivated by 
anger or a sense of justice.

This narrative offers an enduring ethical 
lesson: the pursuit of justice requires both 
courage and prudence. Even when one is 
certain of the righteousness of their cause, 
one must carefully consider the consequences 
of one’s actions. Pirkei Avot (2:1) further 
instructs that all deeds, whether seemingly 
minor or significant, must be performed with 
thoughtfulness and care. Shimon and Levi 
demonstrate the importance of standing up 
for what is right; yet, true justice demands 
balancing courage with responsibility and 
foresight, ensuring that one’s actions protect 
and defend without inflicting unnecessary 
harm. 

28 minutes of tachlis
TIPS FOR OLIM

olimpaveway.com/all-eventsRegister:
@olimpaveway

SUNDAYS
Weekly Webinar 

9 pm Israel/2 pm EDT
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35mins 6months 8mins
TO JERUSALEM TO MOVE IN FROM RBS

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES FROM 262 SQM, STARTING AT   6.5 MILLION

& it comes with a backyard
The Yishuv dream is real

QUESTIONS?  QUESTIONS?  
BE IN TOUCHBE IN TOUCH

EDENHILLS.CO.ILEDENHILLS.CO.IL

When you dreamed of living in Israel, is this what you imagined?  
Not an elevator and a mirpeset — but a backyard for the little 

ones,  a basement for Saba and Savta, and Shabbat kiddush in the 
street with neighbors. The soul of a yishuv. The comfort of home. 
Welcome to The Ridge in Giv'ot Eden.
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Give Like It’s 5786. 
Save Like It’s 2025.
Jgive donor-advised funds let you donate with heart and 
strategy—before the 2025 tax year ends. Give cash or 
stock, support Israel, and enjoy global tax advantages.

Open your fund before December 31.

Learn more at platinum@jgive.com or scan the 
QR code to get started:


