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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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We continue to pray for the return of all the kedoshim from Gaza.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

 Kiddush Levana
7 Days After Molad: 8 Kislev/ Thurs. night Nov. 27

Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Kislev/Thurs. night Dec. 4

COVER IMAGE Photographed by Howard Cohen
We are in our flat in Netanya presently, and live in the UK. We are in the process 
of making Aliyah to this most beautiful country. We were on our way to Eilat 
and saw these goats at Muchtesh Ramon and the story of the Akeidah came to 
mind - albeit two weeks later!
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JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wednesday - Shabbat
Nov. 26 - Dec. 6 / 6 - 16 Kislev
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin	 5:23-5:30
Sunrise	 6:17-6:25
Sof Zman Kriat Shema	 8:51-8:57
Magen Avraham	 8:13-8:19
Sof Zman Tefila	 9:43-9:48
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Chatzot (Halachic Noon)	 11:26-11:30
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)	 11:56-12:00
Plag Mincha	 3:31
Sunset (Including Elevation)	 4:39

AND HAVDALA TIMES

candle lighting

AND HAVDALA TIMES
CANDLE LIGHTING

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa)

VayishlachVayeitzei
HavdalaCandlesHavdalaCandles

5:153:595:153:59Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim

5:184:185:184:18Aza Area (Netivot, Sderot et al)

5:164:175:164:18Beit Shemesh/RBS

5:164:155:154:15Gush Etzion

5:164:155:154:15Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/K.Saba

5:164:155:154:15Modiin/Chashmonaim

5:154:155:154:15Netanya

5:184:175:174:18Be’er Sheva

5:164:165:164:16Rehovot

5:163:595:163:59Petach Tikva

5:154:145:154:14Ginot Shomron

5:144:035:144:03Haifa / Zichron

5:144:135:144:14Gush Shiloh

5:164:165:164:16Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel

5:154:195:154:19Givat Zeev

5:164:155:164:16Chevron / Kiryat Arba

5:184:175:184:18Ashkelon

5:174:165:164:16Yad Binyamin

5:124:055:124:05Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden

5:124:115:124:11Golan

5:134:115:134:12Nahariya/Maalot

5:134:125:134:13Afula

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Vayeitzei - 5:52 PM  •  Vayishlach - 5:52 PM

Daf Yomi: Zevachim 76
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Since Isru Chag Sukkot not an hour goes 
by without me mentioning, thinking about 
or discussing the former OU Executive Vice 
President, Rabbi Moshe Hauer Zt”l. After his 
shocking passing on Simchat Torah, we at the 
OU are constantly thinking hard about how 
to express his legacy and vision. How does 
one encapsulate in words someone who was 
larger than life? How does one memorialize 
an individual for whom every moment was 
about making a Kiddush Hashem, uniting 
Klal Yisrael more, and making us more pas-
sionate about our Judaism and our love for 
each other? Rav Hauer’s passing was such 
a loss to not only his family, but to each and 
every Jew in the world.

The last email that Rabbi Hauer sent Rabbi 
Yaakov Glasser, the Managing Director for 
Community Engagement at the OU, was a list 
of institutions, communities and personalities 
in America. He wanted us to bring Roshei 
Yeshiva, dayanim and rabbanim from Israel, 
on a Torah mission of unity that he had 
worked on with us for the past 18 months.

When we got back to the office after chag, 
he was no longer with us. The email he sent 
Rabbi Glasser was kind of tzava’ah, a will, of 
something that we know was very important 
to him. He had been visiting Israel several 
times over the last few years, speaking to 
great leaders of the Dati Leumi world and 
elsewhere, and he began to realize over the 
course of this that there was very little aware-
ness and connection between the Dati Leumi 
/ Chardal worlds and the world of North 

American Jewry. The Dati Leumi community 
at large in Israel is probably the closest to 
Modern Orthodoxy in America, and yet, there 
are still many divides. Rabbi Hauer started 
to think of ways that he could put these 
two groups together and help leaders from 
both sides of the Atlantic meet each other 
and start to understand each other. Given 
the OU’s strong presence in both Israel and 
North America, and that OU staff have a deep 
understanding of both societies, we feel that 
we are well-positioned to lead this mission.

The idea was about getting the rabbanim 
here in Israel to understand Jewish life in 
America, including the many different facets 
that the OU is running in North America. This 
would not only give them a greater appreci-
ation of what the OU is, but more so to get 
them to understand North American Jewry, 
their needs, their challenges, and their great 
contributions to Judaism, Israel, and Zion-
ism. Obviously, we all daven three times a 
day, “Teka b’shofar gadol l’cheiruteinu, v’sa 
neis l’kabeitz galuyoseinu” - our hope and 
prayers is for every Jew to be living in the 
Land of Israel. But until then the reality is that 
only a few thousand olim make aliyah every 
year. Millions aren’t moving here right now. 
There is, therefore, a value to recognizing and 
understanding Diaspora Jewry for Jewish 
leaders in Israel.

So, over the last few months, Rabbi Hauer 
began talking about what was necessary to 
help this happen. A plan began to take form 
of bringing leaders to America to give them a 
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deeper understanding of the lifestyle of Amer-
ican Jews so that they, as the heads of Jewish 
dati leumi organizations, could be able open 
up their world to American Jews - to create 
programs in Israel within their institutions 
to accept more english speakers, to help their 
children get into schools that, maybe, until 
now they weren't as accepted, and to be more 
welcoming to olim and understand where 
they are coming from. Most importantly, we 
wanted to give them the insight necessary 
to help them ensure that the klitah of olim 
is done in a way that enables them to thrive 
here in Israel.

I consider myself part of many different 
worlds here in Israel. But the majority of my 
life has been spent in the Dati Leumi world. 
I went to Dati Leumi yeshivot. My children 
and grandchildren go to institutions like Mer-
kaz HaRav and other Yeshiva high schools 
and Hesder yeshivot led by Merkaz HaRav 
graduates. And so, I understand the discon-
nect that can be felt between the world that 
I live in in Israel and the world that I visit 
when I go to America. This is true in many 
places. I’ve spent Shabbatot in many differ-
ent communities in North America, the Five 
Towns, Teaneck, Bergenfield, Los Angeles, 
Florida, Toronto, Vancouver and many more; 
no matter where I am in North America, I 
have communities that Baruch Hashem 
I’m extremely connected to, with incredible 
friends that I love dearly. And yet, I can see 
that when I discuss the dati leumi nuances 
they don’t fully “get” it. For that matter, the 
dati leumi community here in Israel don't 
fully understand what North American Jewry 
is all about. I am convinced that many of you 
who spend time in the respective commu-
nities know exactly what I am referring to.

Therefore, Rabbi Hauer and I began to dis-
cuss this idea of bringing a small but quality 
group of Rabbanim to America to give them 
more exposure to North American Jewry - 
a way of bridging these two worlds I find 
myself in. This can only lead to the growth 
of a bond and a connection between these 
two different worlds. 

So, after Simchat Torah, we decided to fulfill 

In Memory of our dear Mother 
רחל בת יצחק הלוי ע”ה
Rachel Gutman ש”י

An אשת חיל
On her 50th yahrtzeit י”א כסלו

Always and forever in our hearts 
Her children, Grandchildren

and Great grandchildren 
Tzippy Grunstein and family

Eli Gutman and family
Tova Hoffman and family
Frieda Brodsky and family
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this dream of Rabbi Hauer. Together with 
Rabbi Hauer, we had already approached an 
organization called Rabanei Eretz HaTovah 
and asked them to please help us arrange 
such a mission, which they did so beautifully, 
pulling together three other organizations 
(Gesher, Igud Rabbanei Kehilot and Sifra) and 
an incredible group of Rabbanim, Dayanim, 
and Roshei Yeshiva, who all came and gave 
eight days of their time and attention in order 
to understand North American Jewry. We 
took the Rabbanim on this mission led by 
the Rosh Yeshiva of Mercaz Harav Harav 
Yaakov Shapira Shlita to Shuls, Yeshivot, 
schools and chesed institutions in the Five 
Towns, Teaneck, Lakewood, Monsey, to the 
Syrian community in Flatbush, to the OU 
Eruv conference in Edison, the RCA Rabba-
nus conference, New Square, YU, Washington 
DC, AIPAC, meeting Nathan Diament, the OU 
representative in Washington and his team, 
and hearing about the great work that they're 
doing to help support the Orthodox commu-
nity in America. They met with the remark-
able Israeli ambassador to the United States 
Yechiel Leiter. I saw the Rabbis hearts grow so 
large after meeting and learning about their 
fellow Jews around the world. 

This past Shabbat, we were hosted by 

different wonderful families in Teaneck. 
During the week, we heard from the leaders 
and rabbis of the community, the different 
principals in the schools, the different Roshei 
Yeshiva, and we began to understand North 
America that much better. We also spent an 
entire day in the OU hearing about all the 
different OU programs. The Oneg Shabbat on 
Friday night in Teaneck was just amazingly 
uplifting. Everybody sat together singing and 
talking Torah. They especially spoke about 
the Torah of Rav Kook, and about Torat Eretz 
Yisrael. It was fascinating seeing all of the 
American Rabbanim agree about the thirst 
that North American Jewry has for such 
Torah. It was mesmerizing, uplifting, and 
truly exciting. 

It is too early to tell what the effects of this 
mission will be but like I told the mission Rab-
banim after Shabbat, the real mission starts 
now - coming back to Israel. I told the Rabbis 
that the real work is how we take these brand 
new relationships that were built in America 
to the next level. We spoke about the need 
to create real programs that will connect 
the two communities, the Zionistic Modern 
Orthodox communities of North America 
and the Dati Leumi communities of Israel. 
B’ezrat Hashem, this connection will continue 
growing together and making Klal Yisrael a 
much better, more unified world. 

October 7th and everything that happened 
afterward have taught us that we truly know 
how to unite as a Jewish people when we 
are under attack. But the beauty of what 
happened this past week was that we cre-
ated a dialogue that brought together the 
connection of the hearts and the connection 
of leaders not as a defense but in peace and 
brotherhood. Instead of each leader releasing 

Mazal Tov to
Charles & Victoria Frankel

and to Keren & Jeremy Nussbaum  
and families on the marriage  

of their children Ethan & Daniella
Rabbi Avi Berman

and the OU Israel family
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statements to the media, we brought them 
together behind closed doors to discuss their 
differences and come a bit closer to under-
standing each other. Rabbi Hauer would 
always say that that is the best way to create 
understanding - bring everyone together 
face to face. Our conversations within the 
Chareidi world were also extremely fruitful. 
And while I can’t go into full detail, I will tell 
you that it was beautiful seeing Rabbanim 
from Merkaz HaRav and other Dati Leumi 
Yeshivot sitting with Rabbanim from the 
Chareidi world in America, the Rosh Yeshiva 
of Lakewood, Rav Malkiel Kotler, with the 
Skverer Rebbe, Rabbi David Twesky, along 
with the Rosh HaYeshiva of Ner Yisroel, Rabbi 
Aharon Feldman and Rav Elya Brudny Rosh 
Yeshiva of Mir - Brooklyn. I saw them interact 
with such a tremendous amount of respect. 
They might not have agreed on everything, 
but they listened to each other, with a calm 
and open demeanor. I know that Rabbi Hauer 
would be truly proud of this unique moment, 
of us sitting all together, talking in a respectful 
way, and bringing more and more unity to 
Klal Yisrael.

This week's Parsha is Vayeitzei. Rashi writes 
that yetziat tzaddik min hamakom osah 
roshem, that when a tzaddik leaves a city 
it makes a major impact. I find myself very 
apropos writing about Rabbi Hauer z”l who 
was without a doubt a tzaddik. His leaving 
of not only this city, but this world, leaves 
an impact on all of us. May we continue to 
walk in his footsteps and bring more unity 
and Torah to Klal Yisrael.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
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RABBI MOSHE HAUER ZT"L

At the heart of the Jewish nation lies a rock.
It was not always that way. Originally, the 

center point of our nation - the inner sanctum 
(kodesh hakadashim) of the bait hamikdash 
(temple) contained the Holy Ark that held 
within it the luchot and the Torah that had 
been written by Moshe. The Jewish people 
were a nation defined by G-d and Torah. That 
came to an end when the aron hakodesh was 
hidden away in anticipation of the Babylo-
nian conquerors entering and destroying 
the bait hamikdash. During the period of the 
second bait hamikdash, that ark remained 
hidden and what lay in its place was a rock 
that was known as the even shetiya, the foun-
dation stone of the world (see Yoma 53b). 

How did a rock come to replace the Torah 

as the heart of the Jewish nation?
The period of the first bait hamikdash 

represented our ideal state, with Torah at 
its center and the tangible presence of G-d 
in our midst. This was lost as we slipped into 
behaviors that violated the Torah, including 
immorality, murder, and idolatry (see Yoma 
9b and 21b). During the period of the second 
bait hamikdash, Hashem’s presence was less 
pronounced such that the dominant role of 
the mikdash was as the unifier of the Jewish 
nation rather than as the residence of G-d. It 
is for this reason, explained Maharal (Netzach 
Yisrael ch. 4) that what led to the building 
of the second temple was the unity of the 
Jewish people generated by the Purim story 
and what destroyed it was the disintegration 
of that unity via sinat chinam, vain hatred 
and divisiveness.

That unity is symbolized by the rock. Mid-
rash (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer ch. 35) notes that 
this was the rock that Yaakov designated at 
the outset of our Parsha as the future house 
of G-d, and it tells us as well that what ulti-
mately appeared as a single rock had origi-
nally been twelve separate stones (Bereishit 
Rabba 68:11).

Rabbi Yehuda said: He took twelve stones. 

The Foundation Stone  
and the Future  

of the Jewish People

In Loving Memory of
Elisheva (Gralla) Pokroy a”h
ישפה אלישבע בת נחמיה ע”ה
Beloved Wife, Daughter, Mother, 

Grandmother, Sister, Aunt
On her 2nd Yartzheit - 9 Kislev

Pokroy, Gralla, Rappaport, Strausz, 
and Harris Families
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The Holy One blessed be He had decreed that 
He would produce twelve tribes. Yaacov said: 
‘Avraham did not produce them and Yitzchak 
did not produce them. If these twelve stones 
join with one another, I know that I will pro-
duce twelve tribes.’ When the twelve stones 
joined together one to another, he knew that 
he would produce twelve tribes.

From its inception, this rock represented 
the vision of a unified Jewish nation, fusing 
together individual tribes and groups who 
could be as hardened in their separateness as 
rocks but who could transcend their divisions 
and fuse together into a single nation. That 
unity is not a slogan but the foundation of 
our being and the core and essence of what 
defines us until we mature further and 
restore G-d and His word to their rightful 
place as the core of our national identity. 
As Rav Yitzchak Hutner taught, the words 
Shema Yisrael, “Hear O Israel”, are not just 
an introduction but an essential part of the 
Jew’s declaration of faith: our connection to 
G-d is built on our connection to each other 
(Pachad Yitzchak, Chanukah, 13:3). 

Klal Yisrael has experienced an awakening 
of both national unity and spiritual connec-
tion. This sense of connection is essential to 
building Jewish identity across our people, 
including those close to and distant from Torah 
and its observance. This sense of connection 
was stirred by our concern for our brothers 
and sisters taken hostage and is a reawakening 
of the feelings experienced during the strug-
gle for Soviet Jewry, an entire segment of our 
people held captive. Then as now, Jews close 
to and distant from Torah awakened their 
feelings of national connection. 

We pray that then as now our genuine tears 
of connection will be transformed into joy. 

Shir Hama’alos. When Hashem brought 
back the captives of Zion, we were like dream-
ers. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
and our tongue with singing; then they said 
among the nations, Hashem has done great 
things for them. Hashem has done great things 
for us; we are joyous. Bring back our captivity, 
Hashem, like the streams in the Negev. They 
who plant in tears shall reap in joy. He who 
goes weeping on his way, bearing a bag of seed, 
shall come back with a joyful shout, carrying 
his sheaves. 

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
K e l m a n g a l i t @ g m a i l . c o m
ca l l  Ga l i t  a t  058 - 74 7- 8523  

www.ashkelonproperties.com

A s h k e l n

tthhaatt  
GGaalliitt  KKeellmmaann  

iiss  nnooww  hheellppiinngg  uuss  ddeeaall
wwiitthh  tthhee  iinnccrreeaasseedd  ddeemmaanndd
ffoorr  oouurr  sseeaa--vviieeww  pprrooppeerrttiieess..

Pleased to announce

May the Torah learned  
from this issue be לעילוי נשמת

Ruti Isaacs a”h
on her 1st Yarzheit 

greatly missed by Yehudit Lipman
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02-674-3888SCHEDULE TODAY

MULTIFOCAL 
LENSES 1+1

• Comprehensive exams by professional optometrists
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• Contact Lens experts 

• Wide selection of designer frames

• MACCABI and MEUCHEDET benefits

“ I have never had an exam as thorough as the 
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Shopping Center
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ויקח מאבני המקום מראשתיו )כח:יא(

"And he took from the stones of the place and placed (it) under his head" (28:11)
Rashi, quoting from the Talmud Chulin 91b, describes the quarrel that ensued between the stones. "One 
saying, upon me should the righteous man place his head." While the other stone said, "Let him lay upon 
me". Immediately, G-d made them into one stone and for that reason it is stated upon arising in the morn-
ing, "And he took the stone (in the singular) that he had placed under his head." (28:18)
Yet, the Admor, Rabbi Avraham Mordechai Alter from Gur (1865-1948, Poland-Jerusalem) questions, setting 
this aside, what has been resolved by this miracle for Yaakov?
The message to Yaakov is very pertinent. While Yaakov placed his head on this transformed “pillow”, he could 
expect that the different segments of this stone would continue to argue who was closer to Yaakov's head. 
This lesson was conveyed to Yaakov that once unity is accomplished there is no longer the threat of infighting 
and jealousy. This was the message to Yaakov before embarking on forming a large family.   - Shabbat Shalom

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

A small Sefer Torah with its  
own Aron Kodesh is available to 

shiva houses or for any other  
necessary occasion on a  
temporary free-loan basis.  

If needed call Uri Hirsch: 0545513173

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.

רפואה שלמה
הדסה בת חיה
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Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320996

BRIGA BLUE-BAY, For Sale/Rent
First line to the sea, Amazing Mini-Penthouse, with

high ceiling, 3 suites and Mamad, 190 sqm, 
2 balconies, high-end carpentry. Must See!

Mini Penthouse For Rent, Ir-Yamim 
A Beautiful furnished Mini-Penthouse, in a

luxurious complex with Pool, Guard, Gym and
Tenants room. First line to the sea 18,000 NIS.

OU ISRAEL CENTER         75

and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

marci@bezeqint.net

You cannot buy any Assisted 
Living Diyur Mugan apartment  
in Israel, except in Hod Denya  

in Jerusalem. A new three 
bedroom just came on the 

market. But here is the catch.

YOU CAN MOVE IN NOW,  
OR INVEST FOR THE FUTURE  
AS THE PRICE JUST GOES UP.  

AND YOU HAVE GUARANTEED  
RENTAL INCOME FOR YEARS  
TO COME. Most current investors  

cannot find tenants

ONLY DEAL LIKE  
THIS IN ALL OF ISRAEL. 

HURRY! DON’T LOSE OUT!
CALL: 0522-52-00-31

or Whatsapp 0544-54-36-18  



14 TORAH TIDBITS 1637 / VAYEITZEI

Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
RCA Israel Region

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers, a”h,  
mother of Reuven Tradburks  

on her first yartzheit today

assurance? What was on his mind?
We must read the stories in the Torah in 

real time. While we know how the stories 
develop, the figures in the Torah do not. Their 
lives play out as if on a stage with the back-
drop of the various prophecies and promises 
that their forefathers received.

What is going through Yaakov’s mind as 
he is fleeing the Land of Israel?

There is one dominant theme in Breishit. 
Who is in. And who is out. Who is part of the 
grand promise to Avraham that his descen-
dants will inherit the Land of Israel? Because 
some are in and some are out. Yitzchak in. 
Yishmael out.

And even were he to be in, what about the 
terrible prediction given to Avraham at the 
Brit bein HaBetarim, the covenant made with 
Avraham, that his children will be strangers 
and afflicted in a foreign land for 400 years. 
That’s bad. And scary. Because it means 
that the family will end up out of Israel and 
endure suffering. For a long time. That scary 
prophecy must hover over Yaakov like a dark 
cloud. When will this happen? Will I be the 
exile, suffering in a foreign land? 

Now, he did have a blessing from his father 
Yitzchak, that he will dominate his brother. 
And a further blessing, often overlooked, at the 
end of last week’s parsha that G-d will give him 
the blessing of Avraham, to inherit this Land.

But he has to wonder: are Yitzchak’s bless-
ings determinative? After all, Avraham never 
gave his son a blessing. G-d gives blessings. 
What meaning does a blessing from Yitzchak 

PARSHAT VAYEITZEI
Our parsha begins with Yaakov fleeing the 

Land of Israel from Esav’s murderous intent 
and it concludes with his return to the Land 
of Israel. He dreams as he leaves of a ladder 
reaching to Heaven with G-d promising that 
He will bring Yaakov back in peace. Yaakov 
meets Rachel at the well in Charan, marries 
Leah and Rachel, 11 of the 12 sons and Dina 
are born. Lavan and Yaakov bicker. Yaakov 
earns his wages through animal husbandry. 
Angels greet Yaakov on his return to Israel.

1ST ALIYA (28:10-22)
Yaakov flees the Land of Israel. 

He dreams: a ladder with angels, 
G-d at the top. G-d reiterates to Yaakov the 
promise of the Land of Israel and of numer-
ous descendants. And that He will protect 
Yaakov and bring him back to the Land. 
Yaakov makes a monument at that spot and 
declares that upon his safe return he will 
come back and make this spot a house of G-d.

Yaakov has a dream, being assured of 
Divine protection. But why did he need this 

Wills • Probate • Pre & Post-Nuptial Agreements  
Guardianship • Durable Power of Attorney  

(Financial/Health/Personal Decisions)

tirtzaj@gmail.com • 052-509-3356 • 02-625-6475
(845) 425-8871 • (845) 694-7645

HALACHIC ESTATE PLANNING
TIRTZA JOTKOWITZ, ESQ.
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have? Ok, it could be what he wishes it will 
be. But who knows if his blessings are just 
wishful thinking or real? 

So, Yaakov looks at his circumstances. 
I deceived my father. And I am being sent 
away. Perhaps I erred. And I am being 
banished. Like Yishmael was banished by 
Avraham, I am being banished. 

After all, my father is sending me away 
from the Land of Israel, when he himself 
was commanded not to leave. Doesn’t the 
one who is part of the covenant to settle the 
Land need to live there, in the Land?

And even if I am the next of the Avot, the 
next generation of the Jewish people, is my 
leaving the Land perhaps the beginning of 
exile for 400 years? An exile of suffering in 
a foreign land?

These are Yaakov’s fears. Have I, by stealing 
the blessings, brought Divine wrath upon 
myself? Am I undeserving? And am I, by 
leaving the Land of Israel beginning that 
long exile of 400 years of suffering?

G-d reassures him – I will give you the Land 
and bring you back. This is an overwhelming 
assurance. It was one thing for his father to 
assure him that he will be the continuation of 
Avraham’s legacy, but it is another to hear it 
from G-d Himself. Yaakov cannot but respond 
magnanimously; upon my return I will make 
this a house of G-d.

2ND ALIYA (29:1-17)
Yaakov arrives in Charan. He 

converses with shepherds at the 
well. They are waiting for a crowd of them to 
remove the stone over the well. He inquires 
of Lavan; that is Rachel, daughter of Lavan, 
coming now. Yaakov removes the heavy stone 
of the well, gives Rachel water. He tells her he 
is Rivka’s son. Rachel runs to tell her father; 

Lavan runs to greet Yaakov. Yaakov stays with 
them for a month.

If Yaakov is looking for a sign that he is 
taking up the legacy of his family, continuing 
their legacy, here it is. But not following in his 
father’s footsteps. But in his mother’s. This 
story is an exact parallel to Eliezer finding 
Rivka at the well. Except in reverse. Rivka 
drew the water for Eliezer and his camels; 
Yaakov draws the water for Rachel and her 
animals. Rivka was superhuman and drew 
water for 10 camels (@100 liters per camel); 
Yaakov is superhuman and removes the 
massive stone by himself. Eliezer asked Rivka 
who she was; Yaakov tells Rachel who he is. 
Rivka ran home to her mother; Rachel runs 
home to her father. Eliezer was seeking a wife 
for Yitzchak and returning to Israel; Yaakov 
is seeking family but not returning. Yet. 

3RD ALIYA (29:18-30:13)
Yaakov loves Rachel. When Lavan 

inquires how he can compensate 
Yaakov for his work, Yaakov offers to work 7 
years to marry Rachel. At the end of that time, 
Lavan makes a celebration. He gives Leah to 
Yaakov. In the morning Yaakov realizes. Lavan 
remarks that here we don’t switch younger 
and older. Yaakov marries Rachel and works 
another 7 years. Leah has 4 children: Reuven, 
Shimon, Levi, Yehuda. Rachel is upset, as she is 
barren. She gives Yaakov Bilhah, her maidser-
vant. She has Dan and Naphtali. Zilpah, Leah’s 
maidservant, has Gad and Asher.

Echoes of the past dominate. Rachel is 
barren, an echo of Sarah who was barren. 
Rachel gives her servant to Yaakov to bear 
a child, as Sarah gave Hagar to Avraham to 
bear a child.

And a more sinister echo. My father 
couldn’t see and was tricked; it was night and 
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I couldn’t see and was tricked. I, the younger, 
took the place of the older. Here, the older, 
Leah, takes the place of the younger. 

Yaakov must be thinking “I got what I 
deserve”. And may interpret it as a Divine 
punishment. In spite of the blessing of his 
father and in spite of the assurance from 
G-d that He would return him to the Land 
of Israel, maybe Yaakov is having some nig-
gling uncertainty. Am I getting a message 
that Divine judgement has rendered me 
undeserving of those blessings?

4TH ALIYA (30:14-27)
Reuven brings jasmine, a fertil-

ity enhancer to Leah. Rachel asks 
for it and in exchange Leah conceives and 
has Yissachar, followed by Zevulun. Rachel 
bears Yosef. Yaakov asks Lavan permission 
to return home.

And another perhaps sinister echo. 11 of 
the sons of Yaakov and his daughter Dina 
have been born. The bearing of 12 children 
is an echo of those excluded from the Jewish 
people. Nachor had 12 children, Avraham 
8. Yishmael had 12 children, Yitzchak only 
2. Yaakov has 12 children. Is he following in 
the footsteps of those not a part of the Jewish 
people? Nachor and Yishmael?

5TH ALIYA (30:28-31:16)
Lavan asks Yaakov what his 

wage is for all the work he has 
done. Yaakov asks that he be allowed to 
select and breed certain animals as his 
wage. He is wildly successful and becomes 
laden with livestock. Lavan’s sons become 
jealous. Yaakov knows it is time to leave. He 
carefully explains to Rachel and Leah that 
he is worried as Lavan has not been honest 
with him. And that the angel has told him it 
is time to return to the Land. They agree that 

whatever G-d says they must do.
This description of Yaakov’s cleverness in 

animal husbandry is curious. What is its place 
in the story? It could be that this enormous 
wealth is another indication that he follows 
his father’s footsteps: Avraham had great 
wealth, Yitzchak was blessed with “meah 
shearim”, a 100-fold bounty of agriculture. 

Or perhaps it is an answer to Yitzchak’s 
blessing. Yitzchak loved Esav because he had 
 cunning. Yitzchak thought: we are – ציד בפיו
on the cusp of building the Land of Israel. We 
need a leader with cunning. He thought Esav 
had that. But Esav had chicanery; deception 
and folly. Real leadership demands resource-
fulness, imagination, ingenuity, problem solv-
ing. Yaakov here is proving himself capable 
of the type of resourcefulness needed to lead 
his people; just what Yitzchak was looking for. 

6TH ALIYA (31:17-42)
Yaakov and the family leave 

without telling Lavan. Rachel steals 
Lavan’s idols. Lavan pursues. G-d tells him not 
to harm Yaakov. Lavan berates Yaakov for his 
deception, not allowing him to kiss his children. 
Were it not that G-d instructed him otherwise, 
he would be justified in harming Yaakov. He 
searches for his idols but does not find them. 
Yaakov is fed up. He berates Lavan for his lack 
of appreciation of all of Yaakov’s hard work, 
changing his wages 10 times. But G-d saw my 
oppressive work and rewarded me.

Another sinister echo. In the prophecy to 
Avraham that his children would be exiled 
in a foreign land and afflicted, the Hebrew 
word for affliction is “eenu”. And this afflic-
tion would be for 400 years. And then they 
would return with great wealth. Yaakov uses 
that very word to describe his hard work for 
Lavan “G-d saw my hard labour – an’ee”. 
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Perhaps, Yaakov wonders, I am that Jewish 
people. Foreign land. Afflicted. I have been 
here 20 years, a long time – seems like 400. 
Leaving with great wealth. 

Oh, how difficult it is in real time to see 
which prophecies are being played out. 

7TH ALIYA (31:43-32:3)
Lavan and Yaakov part amidst a 

parting ceremony. A marker and 
stones are placed as testimony that Lavan will 
not approach Yaakov, nor Yaakov approach 
Lavan. Lavan returns home. Angels encoun-
ter Yaakov as he returns to the Land.

The angels greet Yaakov. Angels when he 
left and angels when he returns. Another 
sign of Divine favor that he will continue 
the legacy of the Jewish people.

Yaakov perceives conflicting indicators: of 
favor and disfavor, of parallels and contrasts, 
of promises and punishment. 

Perhaps this description of the life of our 
forefather, the forefather for whom our peo-
ple is named, Yisrael, perhaps this creates 
a paradigm of Jewish experience. Jewish 
experience is promises and uncertainty. We 
see favor and disfavor. We have prophecies 
but perhaps are undeserving.

Yaakov, the recipient of a dream of proph-
ecy, even Yaakov is uncertain of his fate. The 
Jewish people receive many prophecies. 
Knowing with certainty when those prophe-
cies are playing out is oh so elusive. Especially 
we, who are privileged to walk in our Land, 
we need to be vigilant against overzealous 
certainty. If Yaakov lived with uncertainty, 
we too would be wise to temper our zeal with 
caution. Certainty is not the stuff of Yaakov’s 
life. We need to be vigilant to exercise pru-
dent caution when it comes to seeing our 
history as the fulfillment of prophecy. 

HAFTORAH:  
HOSHEA 12:13-14:10 (ASHKENAZ)

This week's haftorah makes direct mention 
of Yaakov’s flight from home to the "field of 
Aram," which is a critical episode recounted 
in this week's Torah reading.

The haftorah states Hoshea's rebuke of 
the Jewish people for their sin of forsaking 
Hashem. However, Hoshea assures the people 
that Hashem will not abandon them: "How 
can I give you, Ephraim, and deliver you [to 
the hands of the nations]? . . . I will not act 
with My fierce anger; I will not return to 
destroy Ephraim."

The haftorah proceeds to discuss the trans-
gressions of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, 
and the future demise of the Kingdom of 
Judea. The navi makes a comparison between 
this generation and the behavior of their fore-
father Yaakov who was faithful and dedicated 
to God and prevailed against his enemies 

The haftorah optimistically highlights the 
eventual ingathering of the exiles which will 
occur at the Final Redemption: "They shall 
hasten like a bird from Egypt and like a dove 
from the land of Assyria; and I will place them 
in their houses, says the Lord." 

OU Israel extends condolences  
to the family of

Rabbi Jay Marcus zt”l 
on his passing

Rabbi Marcus was a remarkable 
builder of Torah and Am Yisrael 
both in Eretz Yisrael and in the  
Diaspora. His warmth, vision,  

and relentless dedication continue  
to shape generations.

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

NORTH TALPIOT - Panoramic view of the  
Old City, beautiful 135m, 14m balcony,  

3 en suite rooms, parking and storeroom
MICHAEL 0523202488

SAVION VIEW
City Center, 2 rooms luxurious, panoramic 

view, balcony, high end renovation
MENDEL 0528980111

FOR RENT - BAKA: HARAKEVET/NAFTALI ST. 
New 4 rooms, 140m, duplex/penthouse, 

open view, 2 large balconies, Shabbat elevator
15.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488

GERMAN COLONY - Garden apartment,  
100m, 4 rooms plus 370m private  

garden, parking, storage room
8.500.000  MENDEL 0528980111

NORTH TALPIOT
New 180m duplex, penthouse, 40m terrace, 

panoramic view of Old City, parking
9.200.000  MICHAEL 0523202488

A will. An envelope 
of cash. Your 
grandmother’s ring.
If it’s important -
It shouldn't be
at home.

By appointment only, First month free for July-August clients.

*9936
 www.brickstone.co.il

Clal building, 
97 yafo street, Jerusalem.

Ext. 2

Because a 
drawer isn’t
a vault.

Private vaults now available.

Brickstone Jerusalem’s premier private vault center.

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

 24/7
 security

International 
standards

Personal
 service

 Flawless finishes
that add elegance
to any space. Wall
& Ceiling repairs
Smoothing,
Straightening,
and perfecting
every surface.
Spackling & Prep
Work- Because
the foundation
matters.  DAVID KUSHNER 

 We can rescue any wall or ceiling.
 058-661-0728

בס”ד
OPTIONTO USEAMERICAN

IMPORTEDPAINT!

PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS 

THE WALL
DOCTOR



OU ISRAEL CENTER 19

OU ISRAEL CENTER         15

more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

Luxury Large 4 Room
170 sq.m plus 120 sq.m garden
Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
Completely renovated
Private entrance
High ceilings and underfloor heating 

     Nava: 052-4810205

Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE
Abarbanel St, Rechavia

Exclusive
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THE PERSON in the parsha

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, 

EMERITUS

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

Of course, I admitted to being Jewish and 
slanted my book in his direction so that he 
could verify that it was indeed in Hebrew. I 
asked him, as I typically do in such conver-
sations, whether he was Jewish.

I can only describe his instant response 
by saying that he snorted. "Look, buddy," he 
growled. "I've got my bunch of problems and 
burdens, but being Jewish is thankfully not 
one of them."

I was at a loss as to what to say next, but 
there was something about his use of the word 
"thankfully" that prompted me to comment to 
him: "But surely you have other things to be 
thankful for besides not being Jewish."

He seemed to be taken aback, having 
expected some defensive statement on my 
part, or perhaps some indication that I was 
offended. I was hoping that I succeeded at 
changing the topic from my Jewishness to his 
life and the things he had to be thankful for.

It worked. That is, at least for a while. He 
went on to say that he didn't have much to 
be thankful for, although he was happily 
married, had several children, and held a 
well-paying job. He also insisted that these 
beneficial facets of his life were merely the 
result of good fortune and did not call for any 
expression of thanks on his part.

He then pressed on with his almost obses-
sive interest in my Jewishness. "You seem to 
be proud of the fact that you are a Jew. Why? 

He may or may not have been an anti-Sem-
ite, but he sure was an abrasive personality. 
He was my seat mate on an Amtrak train, 
returning to Baltimore from New York some 
years ago.

As I recall, it was at the end of a particularly 
long and grueling day for me. I had a series of 
rabbinical meetings, delivered a talk during 
lunch which provided me no opportunity 
to eat, and was involved in an unsuccessful 
attempt to keep the marriage of a young cou-
ple from breaking up. I was looking forward 
to the respite of some quiet time on the return 
trip to my home in Baltimore, but even that 
luxury was denied to me that evening.

I sat down, as I always try to do, in the win-
dow seat. This fellow entered the railroad 
car and walked past me in search of a seat 
for himself. There were several seats that he 
could have chosen, but for some reason he 
returned to where I was sitting, glared at me, 
and sat down with a gesture of dissatisfaction.

I immediately sensed that I would not 
experience the peaceful train ride that I had 
anticipated. I tried burying my head in the 
book I was reading, but that was not sufficient 
insulation from my neighbor's insistence 
upon conversation.

"You are obviously Jewish," he began. "Your 
yarmulke, for one thing, is a dead giveaway. 
Plus, I see that you are reading a Hebrew 
book."

“The Thankful Jew”
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What is it about you Jews that makes you 
want to wear your Jewishness on the outside? 
Why do you dress so differently, and why you 
persist in reading those old-fashioned books 
in that outdated language?"

I was about to launch into a major lecture 
but restrained myself from doing so, knowing 
full well that my efforts would be in vain. 
As I hesitated, pondering my next move, he 
surprised me.

"Forget those questions," he said. "Instead, 
give me an answer to the following question. 
It is one that I've asked many Jews before, 
but none were able to give me a satisfactory 
answer. My question is: What does the word 
'Jew' mean? What is its origin, and what is 
its significance?"

Once again, the word "thankful" proved 
useful. I responded that the word "Jew" in 
English is related to the word "Jude" in Ger-
man, which in turn derives from the Hebrew 
word "Judah," one of the ancestors of the 
Jewish people.

I then asked him whether or not he was 
familiar with the Bible, particularly the Old 
Testament. His face, which up until this 
point projected hostility, suddenly took on a 
different aspect. His facial muscles seemed 
to relax at first, and then his eyes clouded 
over with tears.

"Are you kidding? I was the child of a 
preacher whose father was a preacher before 
him. We read from the Bible at the dinner table 
and studied it regularly every single day. I grew 
up resenting the Bible and all that it stood for, 
although I remember much of it against my 
will. I guess one can't forget words that were 
ingrained in him since his childhood."

I now had my opening. And this is the 
connection to this week's Torah reading, 

Parshat Vayeitzei (Genesis 28:10-32:3). "Then 
you must remember the stories of Genesis. Do 
you recall the passage in which Leah names 
her children? Do you remember the name 
she gave to her fourth son?"

The words came out of his mouth as they 
would from a recording: "Genesis 30:35: And 
she conceived again and bore a son, and said, 
'This time I will praise the Lord.' Therefore 
she called his name Judah. Then she ceased 
bearing."

He looked at me with a big grin, his 
face finally indicating a small measure of 
friendship. "Impressive, wouldn't you say? 
I remember every word. I even remember 
Grandpa explaining that 'Judah' sounds like 
the Hebrew for 'praise.'"

I responded by congratulating him for his 
excellent memory and further remarked 
that he had his old Grandpa to thank for his 
biblical expertise. I indicated that Leah's reac-
tion to her fourth child's birth was usually 
translated in our tradition as, "This time I 
will thank the Lord".

"Now you have your answer. We are called 
Jews because of our ancestor, Judah, whose 
very name means to praise, or to thank. 
By definition, the Jew is a person who feels 
thankful, who expresses gratitude for all his 
blessings to the Almighty, who provides those 

May the Torah learning  
in this issue be in loving memory of  

and לעילו נשמת my mother

Esther Goldstein ע״ה
לע״נ אסתר בת אהרן צבי ע״ה

on her 19th yahrzeit י״א כסלו

Harriet Goldstein-Mark and family
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blessings to other humans without whose 
help those blessings would never be realized."

He didn't seem convinced. "Why then," he 
pressed on, "is it so hard to feel thankful and 
ever so much more difficult to express it?"

I told them that to answer that question, I 
would have to give him a further lesson in the 
Hebrew language. I explained to him that the 
word hoda'ah, while it is the Hebrew word 
for thanks, it is also the Hebrew word for 
admission or confession. I went on to explain 
something to him that I had learned in the 
writings of Rabbi Isaac Hutner, who taught 
that when we are thankful to another person, 
we are in effect admitting that we couldn't do 
it alone but were dependent upon the other 
person for the favor.

Gratitude to God entails the recognition 
of one's own insufficiency and the confes-
sion that without God, we would not have 
achieved that which we are grateful for.

"It is difficult to be thankful," I concluded, 
"because it is difficult to admit to ourselves 
that alone we are inadequate and must 
always rely upon the Divine or the human to 
achieve whatever we wish to achieve in life. 
We don't like to admit that we need another, 
that we can't 'go at it alone.' "

At that point, the train was fast approaching 
Wilmington, Delaware. My companion was 
about to get off. He didn't say goodbye and 
certainly did not thank me for my words.

But he did give me a small bit of satisfac-
tion. He said: "You're different from other 
Jews. You actually make sense."

I spent the rest of the train ride pondering 
the adequacy of my responses to this stranger 
and feeling thankful to the Almighty for 
giving me the words I needed to earn this 
dubious compliment. 

WhatsApp/Call Ira @ 050-630-2312 
Website: Weissman.Farm

The Tzimmerim
@ Weissman Farms

The perfect pastoral venue
for a family getaway!

Enjoy Shabbat in the dati moshav 
Sde Ilan in the Lower Galilee

Room for up to 26 guests

Fully equipped kosher outdoor 
kitchen

Spacious indoor dining area

Pool heated year-round and 
covered in winter
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For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

For sale in the German Colony 
A boutique Tama 38 project set to be  completed within  
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience  
in one of  Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available  
in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m  

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),  
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact 
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040
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FARBRENGEN
With exceptional  & inspiring guest speakers

The liberation of the Alter Rebbe
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For women

ניגון עם שורשים
For tickets:
tzama.co.ilUssishkin Auditorium, Binyanei HaUma, Jerusalem

Wednesday | 20 Kislev | December 10th | 6:30 PM

WEDNESDAY 20 KISLEV
D E C E M B E R  1 0 t h 8:30 PM Oranim Auditorium

Binyanei HaUma
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ב”ה
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ניגון עם שורשים

Seder Niggunim with
R' EITAN KATZ & LIVE BAND

RAV MOSHE
WEINBERGER

שליט”א

The liberation of the Alter Rebbe

With the 
participation of 
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Levy

Last
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For tickets:
tzama.co.ilUssishkin Auditorium, Binyanei HaUma, Jerusalem

Monday | 18 Kislev | December 8th | 6:30 PM

MONDAY 18 KISLEV
D E C E M B E R  8 t h 8:30 PM Teddy Hall,

Binyanei HaUma
Admission Fee: 10 shekels 

(Free for registered guests 
with full event passes)

With

A night of live niggunim & timeless inspiration
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Covenant & Conversation

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HE-
BREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

COVENANT & CONVERSATION

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HEBREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Encountering 
God

It is one of the great visions of the Torah. 
Jacob, alone at night, fleeing from the wrath 
of Esau, lies down to rest, and sees not a 
nightmare of fear but an epiphany:

In time he [Yaakov] chanced upon a cer-
tain place [vayifga bamakom] and decided 
to spend the night there, because the sun 
had set. He took some stones of the place 
and put them under his head, and in that 
place lay down to sleep. And he dreamed: 
He saw a ladder set upon the ground, whose 
top reached the heavens. On it, angels of God 
went up and came down. The Lord stood 
over him... (Gen. 28:11-13)

Then Yaakov awoke from his sleep and 
said, “Truly, the Lord is in this place - and 
I did not know it1” He was afraid and said, 
“How full of awe is this place! This is none 
other than the House of God, and this the 
gate of the Heavens!” (Gen. 28:16-7)

On the basis of this passage, the Sages said 
that “Jacob instituted the evening prayer.” 
The inference is based on the word vayifga 
which can mean not only, “he came to, 

encountered, happened upon, chanced upon” 
but also “he prayed, entreated, pleaded” as 
in Jeremiah, “Neither lift up cry nor prayer 
for them nor make intercession to Me [ve-al 
tifga bi]” (Jeremiah 7:16).

The Sages also understood the word bama-
kom, “the place” to mean “God” (the “place” 
of the universe). Thus Jacob completed the 
cycle of daily prayers. Abraham instituted 
shacharit, the morning prayer, Isaac initiated 
Mincha, the afternoon prayer, and Jacob was 
first to establish Arvit, also known as Maariv, 
the prayer of night-time.

This is a striking idea. Though each of the 
weekday prayers is identical in wording, 
each bears the character of one of the patri-
archs. Abraham represents morning. He is 
the initiator, the one who introduced a new 
religious consciousness to the world. With 
him a day begins. 

Isaac represents afternoon. There is noth-
ing new about Isaac – no major transition 
from darkness to light or light to darkness. 
Many of the incidents in Isaac’s life recapit-
ulate those of his father. Famine forces him, 
as it did Abraham, to go to the land of the 
Philistines. He re-digs his father’s wells. 

Isaac’s is the quiet heroism of continuity. 
He is a link in the chain of the covenant. He 
joins one generation to the next. He introduces 
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nothing new into the life of faith, but his life 
has its own nobility. Isaac is steadfastness, 
loyalty, the determination to continue. 

Jacob represents night. He is the man of 
fear and flight, the man who wrestles with 
God, with others and with himself. Jacob is 
one who knows the darkness of this world.

There is, however, a difficulty with the idea 
that Jacob introduced the evening prayer. 
In a famous episode in the Talmud, Rabbi 
Joshua takes the view that, unlike Shacharit 
or Mincha, the evening prayer is not obliga-
tory (though, as the commentators note, it has 
become obligatory through the acceptance of 
generations of Jews). Why, if it was instituted 
by Jacob, was it not held to carry the same 
obligation as the prayers of Abraham and 
Isaac? Tradition offers three answers.

The first is that the view that Arvit is 
non-obligatory according to those who hold 
that our daily prayers are based not on the 
patriarchs but on the sacrifices that were 
offered in the Temple. There was a morning 
and afternoon offering but no evening sac-
rifice. The two views differ precisely on this, 
that for those who trace prayer to sacrifice, the 
evening prayer is voluntary, whereas for those 
who base it on the patriarchs, it is obligatory.

The second is that there is a law that those 
on a journey (and for three days thereafter) 
are exempt from prayer. In the days when 
journeys were hazardous – when travellers 
were in constant fear of attack by raiders 
– it was impossible to concentrate. Prayer 
requires concentration (kavanah). Therefore 
Jacob was exempt from prayer, and offered 
up his entreaty not as an obligation but as a 
voluntary act – and so it remained.

The third is that there is a tradition that, as 
Jacob was travelling, “the sun set suddenly” 

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863    etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  

Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

ABU TOR RENTAL APT.  
150 sqm on 2 floors, 
historic apartment,  
3 bedrooms,  
2 full bathrooms, garden.

Price 13,000 NIS/month

In the very desirable  
Ganei Tzion project on 
Eliezer Hagadol 6 Street.  

125 sqm with 4 bedrooms 
(one is a safe room)  
2.5 bathrooms  
12 sqm terrace (small area 
sukkah). 
2 Shabbat elevators  
3 parking spots and storage 
Great view 8th floor 
Built in Anglo community. 

Price 7,000,000 NIS

BAKA penthouse.  
150 sqm on 2 floors  
Renovated.  
4 bedrooms 2.5 bath. 
Shared parking.  
2 terraces both Sukka 
together 30 sqm.  

Price 10,900,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON townhouse  
255 sqm of living space built as 6 bedrooms,  
5.5 bathrooms  
Registered garden 74 sqm.  
Terrace of 14 sqm. Safe room.  
Great condition, option for parking.  
Call me for more information.

6,800,000
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– not at its normal time. Jacob had intended 
to say the afternoon prayer, but found, to his 
surprise, that night had fallen. Arvit did not 
become an obligation, since Jacob had not 
meant to say an evening prayer at all.

There is, however, a more profound expla-
nation. A different linguistic construction is 
used for each of the three occasions that the 
Sages saw as the basis of prayer. Abraham 
“rose early in the morning to the place where 
he had stood before God” (Gen. 19:27). Isaac 
“went out to meditate [lasuach] in the field 
towards evening” (Gen. 24:63). Jacob “met, 
encountered, came across, chanced upon” 
God [vayifga bamakom]. These are different 
kinds of religious experience.

Abraham initiated the quest for God. He 
was a creative religious personality – the 
father of all those who set out on a journey of 
the spirit to an unknown destination, armed 
only with the trust that those who seek, find. 
Abraham sought God before God sought him.

Isaac’s prayer is described as a sichah (lit-
erally a conversation or dialogue). There are 
two parties to a dialogue – one who speaks, 
and one who listens and, having listened, 
responds. Isaac represents the religious expe-
rience as conversation between the word of 
God and the word of humankind.

Jacob’s prayer is very different. He does 
not initiate it. His thoughts are elsewhere 
– on Esau from whom he is escaping, and 
on Laban to whom he is travelling. Into this 
troubled mind comes a vision of God and the 
angels and a stairway connecting earth and 
heaven. He has done nothing to prepare for 
it. It is unexpected. Jacob literally “encoun-
ters” God as we can sometimes encounter a 
familiar face among a crowd of strangers. 
This is a meeting brought about by God, not 

man. That is why Jacob’s prayer could not be 
made the basis of a regular obligation. None 
of us knows when the presence of God will 
suddenly intrude into our lives.

There is an element of the religious life that 
is beyond conscious control. It comes out of 
nowhere, when we are least expecting it. If 
Abraham represents our journey towards God, 
and Isaac our dialogue with God, Jacob signifies 
God’s encounter with us – unplanned, unsched-
uled, unexpected; the vision, the voice, the call 
we can never know in advance but which 
leaves us transformed. As for Jacob, so for us. 
It feels as if we are waking from a sleep and 
realising, as if for the first time, that “God was in 
this place and I did not know it.” The place has 
not changed, but we have. Such an experience 
can never be made the subject of an obligation. 
It is not something we do. It is something that 
happens to us. Vayfiga bamakom means that, 
thinking of other things, we find that we have 
walked into the presence of God.

Such experiences take place - literally or 
metaphorically - at night. They happen when 
we are alone, afraid, vulnerable, close to 
despair. It is then that, when we least expect 
it, we can find our lives flooded by the radi-
ance of the Divine. Suddenly, with a certainty 
that is unmistakable, we know that we are 
not alone, that God is there and has been all 
along but that we were too preoccupied by 
our own concerns to notice Him. That is how 
Jacob found God – not by his own efforts, like 
Abraham; not through continuous dialogue, 
like Isaac; but in the midst of fear and isola-
tion. Jacob, in flight, trips and falls – and finds 
he has fallen into the waiting arms of God. 
No one who has had this experience, ever 
forgets it. “Now I know that You were with 
me all the time, but I was looking elsewhere.”
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These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

FOR
SALE

GIVAT MORDECHAI, JERUSALEM

₪ 6,000,000

Spacious  garden apartment, renovated, parking .
Move-in ready, balcony, prime location

4 bedrooms | 121 sqm + 80 sqm garden | Ground Floor

FOR
SALE

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

₪ 12,600,000

 Private house |8 Units | 214 sqm | 3.5 levels
138 sqm private lot,  ~30 sqm sukkah terrace, open 

view to Sacher Park , 30,000 nis/month rental income.

FOR
SALE

DEKEL, EFRAT

₪ 4,700,000

Separate rental unit, safe room,Bright living spaces, 
well-kept garden, and prime location near parks, schools

223 sqm | 6 Bedrooms | Spacious Cottage with attic

FOR
SALE

ZAYIT , EFRAT

₪4,900,000

Renovated rooftop duplex , parking, two Sukkah balconies.
 Modern living, expansion potential in a boutique building.

6 Bedrooms | 2.5 baths | 160 sqm
 

FOR
SALE

RECHAVIA , JERUSALEM

₪ 5,450,000

Fully renovated, bright apartment in prime location.
Open view, 4 exposures, shared parking, move-in ready.

4 Bedrooms | 3rd floor | 100 sqm + 7 sqm balcony

FOR
SALE

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

₪ 3,300,000

Renovated duplex near Mahane Yehuda, 2 units 
 private entrances, Airbnb income ₪15,000–18,000/month.

3 Bedrooms | Two floors | 80 sqm

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of Zayit, Efrat. 
Spacious apartments, breathtaking views.

ESTIMATED COST:  ₪ 1,990,000
For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with parking and sukkah balcony.

FOR
SALE

ZAYIT, EFRAT

₪ 5,900,000

Luxurious garden duplex, modern, bright, elegant, located 
near the pool, gym, and Shirat David Synagogue

NACHLAOT , JERUSALEM

₪ 3,680,000

2 Bedrooms | Approx. 60 sqm | Private Entrance
Renovated apartment, triple exposure, balcony, and yard.
Income-producing storage unit with strong rental income.

FOR
SALE

www.noamhomes.com

+972 52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com

FOR
SALE

DAGAN, EFRAT

₪  8,900,000

Spacious semi-detached home with stunning views.
 Large kitchen & living room |  Option to expand basement.

 6 bedrooms | Garden with sukkah | Parking

MITZPE YERICHO
FOR
SALE

₪ 6,000,000

Private property, 6 residential units  ideal for family living,
 garden, desert views, and a serene community setting.

6 housing units | 425 sqm total  | Private home 

FOR
SALE

NETANYA

₪ 3,685,000

4 Bedrooms |  126 sqm | 3rd floor
A lovely apartment on a quiet street, 

close to the sea, synagogues, hotels, and restaurants.

5 bedrooms | 3.5 baths | 216 sqm

That was Jacob’s prayer. There are times 
when we speak and times when we are 
spoken to. Prayer is not always predictable, 
a matter of fixed times and daily obligation. 
It is also an openness, a vulnerability. God 
can take us by surprise, waking us from our 
sleep, catching us as we fall. 

Dr. Harry Weisman
Former Assist. Clinical  
Professor of Medicine,  

UCLA School of Medicine;  
Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism

Weight loss Consultation

+972 53 472 2159

Author of  
The 18% Solution –
Lose 18% of Your 

weight in 18 Weeks
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ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

J E R U S A L E M

R E A L  E S T A T E

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM
IN THE HEART OF TALBIYA, HOVEVEI ZION
Unique Penthouse, 103sqm + beautiful huge 
open terrace, views, character, high ceilings, 

arched windows, 2 en-suite bedrooms, elevator, 
private parking, near synagogues, Yemin Moshe, 

Old City & Kotel. Exclusive! Galila 055-4549431

IN THE HEART OF YEMIN MOSHE 
Rare & Unique, 2.5-room apartment, authentic 

building, arched windows, convenient &  
efficient design, near green parks, synagogues, 
the Cinematheque, the Khan Theatre, The Old 

City, The 1st Station & Mamilla shopping  
& entertainment centers, major luxury hotels  

& more. Exclusive! Galila 055-4549431

FOR SALE IN THE GERMAN COLONY 
Magnificent private house, beautiful, rare  

Arab-style 6-room “stand alone” house, 217 
Sq.m. on a large 729 Sq.m plot of surrounding 

garden, original floors,  high ceilings, quiet pas-
toral location, minutes walk from Emek Refaim 

 shops and restaurants, Orient hotel, First  
Station and more. Exclusive! Galila  055-4549431
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+972-54-441-5704
KimBashRealEstate.com

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND

COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

      JERUSALEM
German Colony
New construction
3 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
Sukkah balcony 
Storage & parking

 

      ₪7.95M / $2.42M

    JERUSALEM
Old Katamon 
New construction 
3 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
Great location  
Ready: 2026
  ₪5.7M / $1.74M

    NETANYA
South Beach
Duplex penthouse
Gorgeous sea views
5 bedrooms
Parking & storage
High ceilings

    ₪8.5M / $2.59M

      JERUSALEM
City Center
2 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
Part sukkah 
Parking & storage
Excellent condition

      ₪5.25M / $1.6M

   JERUSALEM
New project 
Mekor Chaim 
2, 3 & 4 bedrooms 
Penthouses &
Gardens
Ready: 2028

   Price Upon Request

LET YOUR JOURNEY 
HOME BEGIN WITH US

      CARMEI GAT 
Fantastic presale
prices
2 - 3 bedrooms
Garden units &
penthouses

 

      Starting price:            
      ₪2M / $610K

For many more opportunities 
across Israel, please don’t 

hesitate to get in touch.

FEATURED PROPERTIES
AND PROJECTS IN ISRAEL

The only mobility scooter 
without Gramma!

Ready to go in 10 seconds.  
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For more information, visit our website at: 
movinglife.co.il/torah24

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-9562833

SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar" 
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism 

that operates according to the  
"Existing Current Modulation" principle. 
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed 
and does not require expensive fitting.





OU ISRAEL CENTER 35

www.zvilapian.com
zvilapian@gmail.com | +972-2-650-1110 | +972-54-447-3851

US Toll Free 1-888-628-2961 | UK Toll Free 0808-149-1671

Neve Ilan Hotel   
Surrounded by nature  

in the majestic Jerusalem Hills,  
just a 20 minute drive  

from Jerusalem
Mehadrin Rabbanut Mateh Yehuda

Hacienda Forest View Hotel 
Maalot  

Enjoy springtime in Northern Israel  
at this enchanting and newly 

renovated resort hotel in the Galil
Mehadrin Rabbanut Maalot

This Pesach in Israel
Join Zvi Lapian’s

Famous Family Pesach Programs
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Ya’akov’s flight to Aram, where he was con-
strained to work in order to win the hand of 
his wife. This first verse grants us an obvi-
ous connection to the weekly parasha – but, 
ostensibly, has little connection to the very 
community which the navi hopes to impact 
with his message. 

In order to understand the significance of 
the haftarah’s introductory words and why 
Hoshe’a evokes the experience of Ya’akov 
for his own generation, we must first rec-
ognize the haftarah’s first words are not the 
opening of the prophet’s message! Indeed, 
the preliminary p’sukim are taken from the 
final three verses of the perek and, therefore, 
are linked to the navi’s message, found in the 
earlier p’sukim. 

When we look back to the opening of the 
prophet's message, we read Hoshe’a’s words 
censuring Israel for their deceitful ways and 
foretelling the inevitable punishments that 
Hashem would bring down upon them. He 
especially underscores the perfidious behav-
ior of Israel toward their Heavenly Father, 
reminding Israel of how their Heavenly 
Father had remained faithful to Ya’akov 
and saved him from harm. 

This mention of G-d’s encounters with 
Ya’akov introduces the prophet’s portrayal 
of the suffering that Israel would undergo, 
but is meant to ensure the nation of Hashem’s 
ongoing protection and eventual salvation. 
And it is this theme that opens our haftarah.
Consider: the verses that open our haftarah 
with the description of Ya’akov’s [Israel’s] 

Faith in 
Times of 

Challenge
“Sifrei Nevi’im Acharonim”, the books of 

the later prophets, do not often recount events 
of the earlier patriarchs, those found in Sefer 
Breishit. This is quite understandable as these 
books record the words of those nevi’im, from 
Yishayahu to Malachi, that were addressed 
to generations living at least one thousand 
years after the era of the forefathers. Their 
prophecies, admonitions and consolations 
were crafted to be timely lessons for those 
living at that time and place.

Given that truth, it is curious to find the 
opening words of our haftarah, those spoken 
by the navi Hoshe’a, to be those recalling 

  לעילוי נשמת אבא היקר
מאיר ניסים בן מכלוף וסמי ז"ל

On my dear father's 3rd yartzeit.  
I miss you daily. Its amazing that since 

arriving to ארץ ישראל, I feel your  
presence, guiding my Aliyah journey

Mazal Tov to  
Daniel & Gabriella Sopher  

and family on the engagement  
of their son, Aharon
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Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can 
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https ://www.ouisrae l .org /v ideo- l ibrary

difficult years of slavery in Aram, close with 
the depiction Israel’s [Ya’akov’s] release 
from difficult years of slavery in Egypt – all 
due to G-d’s salvation!! 

Through understanding the opening of 
the haftarah and its connection to the earlier 
p’sukim, we can better reveal the overall 
theme of the message of Hoshe’a and, conse-
quently, the lesson to be learned. The bulk of 
this reading is taken from the thirteenth perek 
of Hoshe’a and its focus is one of contempt 
and censure of Israel. Hoshe’a addresses the 
northern kingdom of Israel, a realm that, 
since the rule of their first king, Yerov’am, had 
been guilty of improper worship of Hashem, 
outright idolatry and the adoption of abomi-
nable pagan practices from the cultures that 
surrounded them. And yet, the idolatry was 
less an act of rebellion against G-d as much 

EVERY PESACH PROGRAM WITH PRICING & REVIEWS!

@passoverlistings

PASSOVERLISTINGS.COM

PESACH PROGRAM PRICING TOOL COMPLETE PESACH GUIDEHONEST & RELIABLE REVIEWS

OU TAKES NO RESPONSIBILITY OF THE KASHRUT STANDARDS OF ANY OF THE PROGRAMS HERE

as a reflection of their fear of conquest, a fear 
brought upon by their lack of confidence in 
G-d’s abilities and His faithfulness to them. 

It is for this reason that the navi tells of 
the struggles of Israel, the man, and Israel, 
the nation. Despite the seemingly impossi-
ble challenges that faced them and despite 
the improbability of resolving them, they 
believed and trusted in Hashem’s power and 
His promises to His nation. And, as a result, 
remained faithful to Him.

It was a crucial message to send to Israel of 
Hoshe’a’s time….and, given the overwhelm-
ing challenges we have been facing over these 
many months, it is a welcome message for 
our generation, as well. 

https://passoverlistings.com/


Register today!

RABBANIT NAVIT TZADIK

12:20-1:20pm

Director of Nishmat’s Online Beit Midrash

Admission: 50 NIS
Women only
Classes will be recorded and sent to those
who registered
Light refreshments will be served
Walk-ins welcome

https://nishmat.net/womens-learning-
initiative/yemei-iyun/chanuka-yom-iyun

Nishmat’s Chanuka Yom Iyun

Nishmat’s Esther Kryss Beit Midrash, 
Berl Locker 26a, Jerusalem

Sunday, December 7 , 2025/17 Kislev 5786th

"A Light Unto the Nations": Chanukah and the Universal
Mission of Israel

RAV PESACH WOLICKI

10:10-11:10am

Executive Director of Israel 365

RAV DA’VID SPERLING

11:20am-12:10pm
The Halachot of Chanuka
Nishmat’s Rosh Beit Midrash

9:00-10:00am
Lighting Inwards, Lighting Outwards

RABBANIT RACHELLI SPRECHER FRANKEL
Nishmat Educator

The Miracle of the Oil or the Maccabean Victory:
Between Exile and Redemption



OU ISRAEL CENTER 39

Making your pergolaMaking your pergola  
and deck constructionand deck construction  
an enjoyable experience.an enjoyable experience.
Custom design and installation with American-style service

www.structureisrael.com

10% off10% off

Novemb
erNovember

only!!only!!

SCAN ME

Let’s talk about what we can build for you 
(Ask about our kosher sukkah pergola system)
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Rabbi Shalom 

ROSNER RAV KEHILLA, NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM MACHON LEV

RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER

A Stone or  
a Pebble

ל־הָָעֲֲדָָרִִים וְְגָָלֲֲלוּּ  ר יֵֵאָָסְְפוּּ כָּ�ָ ֶ וַַ�יֹּאֹמְְרוּּ לֹאֹ נוּּכַַל עַַד אֲֲשֶׁ�
אֹן׃ קִִינוּּ הַַ�צֹּ ְ אֵֵר וְְהִִשְׁ� י הַַ�בְְּ ִ אֶֶת־הָָאֶֶבֶֶן מֵֵעַַל �פִּ

They replied, “We cannot water the flocks 
until all the flocks are rounded up and all the 
shepherds can roll the boulder off the opening 
of the well together. Only then can we water 
the animals.” (Bereshit 29:8)

In Parshat Vayeitzei, we are told of a seem-
ingly simple but deeply symbolic encounter 
between Yaakov and a group of shepherds 
near a well. Yaakov, arriving from his jour-
ney, notices the shepherds sitting idly beside 
the well. He questions them: why are they 
wasting precious time rather than removing 
the stone from the mouth of the well to water 
their flocks?

Their answer is straightforward yet tell-
ing: “Lo nukhal” – “We cannot.” The stone 
is too large, too heavy, too impossible. But 

then Yaakov approaches the well, and sin-
glehandedly rolls away the stone that they 
insisted could not be moved.

Imagine the astonishment of the shepherds. 
The same stone they viewed as an immovable 
obstacle, Yaakov removed with ease. What 
gave Yaakov such power—physical or other-
wise—that they lacked?

Rabbi Norman Lamm, in his Drashot 
L’Dorot: A Commentary for the Ages, offers 
a profound interpretation. Throughout rab-
binic literature, the well represents different 
spiritual realities: Zion, Mount Sinai, or the 
miraculous well that accompanied Bnei Yisrael 
in the desert. In each case, the well symbolizes 
a source of divine life, creativity, and poten-
tial—the wellspring of the Jewish soul.

The stone covering the well, then, rep-
resents whatever blocks that inner source 
from flowing freely. For some, it is a massive 
boulder; for others, merely a pebble. The 
difference lies entirely in attitude.

There are people whose wells remain 
sealed their entire lives. They possess deep 
reservoirs of talent, passion, and holiness—
but they remain untapped. Something, a 
fear, a doubt, a sense of limitation, covers 
the opening. Whether that obstacle feels like 
a boulder or a pebble depends on how we 
see it.

The shepherds in the story were not physi-
cally weak; they were mentally defeated. They 
declared “lo nukhal”—it cannot be done—
and so it wasn’t. Their conviction in failure 
became a self-fulfilling prophecy. Yaakov, 

Mazel Tov to Grandparents 
Rachamim & Rosie Bastiker  

of Mitzpeh Ramon and to  
Sara & David Bedein  

of Efrat, on the birth of  
Shira Rachel in Hevron
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by contrast, approached with confidence. 
He believed he could—and so he did.

Later in Yaakov’s life, the Torah echoes 
this contrast. When Yaakov wrestles with 
the angel, the pasuk states: “וַַתּּוּּכַַל” – “And 
he prevailed.” (Bereshit 32:26). Yaakov pos-
sessed the spirit of nukhal—the belief that 
one can. The angel, by contrast, is described 
as seeing that “he could not prevail” –  
 Once he believed he could not ”.לא יכול לו“
win, defeat was inevitable.

This pattern is timeless. Each of us stands 
before our own well—our inner source of 
meaning and purpose—and each of us faces 
stones blocking the way. To some, those 
stones appear immovable; to others, merely 
small obstacles on the path to greatness.

Yaakov teaches that true strength is not 
measured in muscle but in mindset. His 
victories—over Esav, over Lavan, and even 
over the mysterious angel—were born not of 

physical might but of determination.
We, too, are called to embody Yaakov’s 

strength. The “stone” before us—whether 
fear, failure, habit, or hesitation—need 
not remain a boulder. If we approach it 
with faith, courage, and the conviction that 
nukhal—we can—then the wellspring of our 
own divine potential will burst forth.

Every generation faces its own stones 
covering the well—the barriers that keep 
the Jewish soul from flowing freely. Some 
see them as too heavy, too entrenched, too 
impossible to move. But the secret of Jewish 
endurance, from Yaakov onward, has always 
been the same: we believe that we can.

Faith transforms impossibility into pos-
sibility. What appears to the world as a 
boulder, Am Yisrael lifts as though it were 
a pebble—because we know that beneath it 
lies the eternal source of strength that has 
sustained us through for generations. 

  
 

 
 
 

 
  
““TTooggeetthheerr,,  wwee’’llll  sseeee  iiff  yyoouu  nnooww  nneeeedd  nneewweerr  sskkiillllss  ttoo  ccoommppeettee  wwiitthh  tthhee  
nnaattiivveess,,  oouuttssmmaarrtt  tthhee  hhiirriinngg  ccuullttuurree  aanndd  ggrraabb  tthhee  jjoobbss  tthheeyy  nneevveerr  ppoosstt..  
II’’mm  SShhlloommoo  GGeewwiirrttzz  aanndd  ffoorr  yyeeaarrss  II’’vvee  ttrraaiinneedd  AAmmeerriiccaannss  aanndd  IIssrraaeelliiss  
ttoo  ssttoopp  hhiiddiinngg  bbeehhiinndd  tthheeiirr  ssccrreeeennss  aanndd  iinntteerrvviieeww  ttoopp  hhiirriinngg  mmaannaaggeerrss  

נִים אֶל, נִים  פָּ פָּ  lleeaarrnn  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  wwaanntt  aanndd  sseellll  yyoouurrsseellff  lliikkee  aa  pprroo,,  ggeett  
ppaaiidd  wwhhaatt  yyoouu’’rree  wwoorrtthh  aanndd  cceelleebbrraattee  yyoouurr  lluucckkyy  bbrreeaakk  aass  yyeett  aannootthheerr  
ooff  GGoodd’’ss  ggiiffttss  ttoo  yyoouu..  CCaallll  mmyy  JJeerruussaalleemm  ooffffiiccee  oorr  WWhhaattssAApppp  005522..330066..11778833..””  

  
                 “And to my Torah Tidbits clients who honor me on LinkedIn: !כֶם ה לָּ    תּוֹדָּ

                  Thank you for making me a better teacher.   "...ן י יוֹתֵר מִכּוּלָּ לְמִידַּ ! וּמִתַּּ  
 

 

                          ““IIff  yyoouu  tthhaannkk  GGoodd  ffoorr  aallll  yyoouurr  sskkiillllss  bbuutt  yyoouurr  
                                  jjoobb--sseeaarrcchh  iiss  kkiilllliinngg  yyoouu,  pplleeaassee  ccaallll  mmee..””  
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REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

When Yaakov Avinu arrives in Charan 
looking for the home of his uncle Lavan, we 
become privy to a conversation that seems, 
at first glance, quite mundane. Yaakov Avinu 
attempts to engage a group of shepherds in 
conversation while they are waiting for more 
shepherds to arrive so they can take a large 
rock off of the well to water the sheep. 

Yaakov asks the shepherds where they are 
from. They reply, “Charan.” He then asks 
them whether they are familiar with Lavan, 
and they reply in the affirmative, “yadanu 
—we know [him].” He further speaks to 
them, inquiring as to Lavan’s wellbeing, and 
they respond, “[Things are going] well, and 
behold, his daughter Rachel is coming with 
the sheep." (Bereisheet 29:2-5) At this point, 
Yaakov reprimands them, telling them the 

day is yet long, they ought to water the sheep 
and take them back out to pasture. Why does 
the Torah relate such a prosaic conversation? 
What are we to learn from this exchange? 

Although simple, we can learn several 
important lessons from these verses, most 
significantly, the art of rebuke. The Malbim 
notes that Yaakov Avinu begins by asking 
the shepherds where they are from. He 
attempts to judge them favorably, assuming 
that they must be from a distant place and 
unaware of the local mores. Further, Rav 
Kahaneman zt”l notes that Yaakov Avinu 
addresses them as “achai — my brothers.” To 
successfully reproach another, one must first 
convey a sense of true caring and interest. 
By calling them his “brothers,” Yaakov Avinu 
tries to establish friendship and connection, 
dispelling any feelings of defensiveness or 
negativity. 

Rav Nissan Alpert zt”l in Limudei Nissan 
observes a growing momentum as one reads 
the verses, and he perceives that there is 
an astute approach directing us how to 
admonish another. Yaakov Avinu’s first 
three questions are preceded by the words, 
“vayomer lahem — and he spoke to them.” 
Yaakov Avinu endeavors to engage them in 
pleasant conversation; one must establish a 
rapport and affinity in order to share words 
of admonishment. 

Consequential Conversation

Mazel Tov to Grandparents  
Mira & Menachem Higani of Holon  
and to Sara & David Bedein of Efrat  

on the birth of Neri Yosef  
in Kibbutz Mefalsim.  

Named in memory of the IDF  
Officer who led the counter attack 

on the Kibbutz on October 7,  
and who was killed in that attack.
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Yet, we find that the shepherds respond to 
Yaakov Avinu with a curt, one- or two-word 
answers. With each question though, Yaakov 
Avinu tries to draw them out and create a 
deeper sense of camaraderie. Finally, they 
not only respond, but they share additional 
information as well, telling him that Rachel 
is coming with the sheep. Yaakov Avinu now 
sees that they are beginning to recognize and 
accept his overtures of friendship. It is only at 
this point that he shares his rebuke with them. 
However, here too, he conveys his message 
with subtlety, doing his utmost to preserve 
their dignity. When Yaakov Avinu tells them, 
“The day is yet long…water the sheep go, 
pasture,” (Bereisheet 29:7). The verse relates, 
“Vayomer — and he said,” as opposed to, “vayo-
mer lahem — and he said to them,” as relayed 
previously. This may imply that Yaakov Avinu 
was commenting out loud to himself, noting 
that the day is yet young, there is plenty of 
time for the sheep to continue grazing. It is 
only when the shepherds don’t seem to com-
prehend, that Yaakov Avinu is more direct, 
effectively saying, “Why not water the sheep 
now and return to pasture?” Yaakov Avinu 
communicates his censure by degrees, treating 
the shepherds with courtesy and respect.

The sensitivity of our Avot is legendary, 
modeling for us valuable lessons in our social 
milieu. We learn the importance of relating 
to others as kinsman and allies and giving 
people the benefit of the doubt. Further, when 
sharing reproof, we learn that it is essential to 
speak in a way that one’s message is under-
stood by implication to preserve the other’s 
dignity. 

How amazing it is to find a world of derech 
eretz in artless conversation and simple fel-
lowship. 

usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899

www.daniels-assets.com
Call now 077-9973185

24 Gershon Agron Mamilla  

DANIEL BOUZAGLO
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE 

SINCE 2003

A Lifestyle Beyond Compare

LUXURY IN THE

GERMAN COLONY

10 Hilldsheimer st.

LOCATION LOCATION

LOCATION

Only 4 superb apartments

for sale 

Haportzim 6-8
Elegance. Heritage. Home.

NEW BOUTIQUE BUILDING WITH ONLY 10 NEW APARTMENTS FOR SALE
HAPORTZIM 6 OLD KATAMON

NOW IN PRE-SALE TERMS

A RARE OPPORTUNITY IN JERUSALEM 
 ON HAPORZIM STREET, BORDERING TALBIYA, 

OLD KATAMON & THE GERMAN COLONY
110-120SQM APTS , SUCCAH, PARKING, STORAGE AND MORE

PERFECTLY SITUATED ON A QUIET, ONE-WAY STREET, 
JUST STEPS FROM THE LIVELY EMEK REFAIM

Offering a limited collection of boutique residences

Deal of the week
RECHAVIA BORDERof Kiryat Shmuel  New 3 bedroom, 2.5bathElevator, parking , storage4,985,000 NIS

realistic view from apartment level

EXCEPTIONAL LUXURY HOME FOR SALE IN
THE HEART OF THE GERMAN COLONY

OVER 200 SQM GARDEN , 3 PARKING, STORAGE AND MORE

LARGE FAMILYHOME IN THE
GERMAN COLONY500 SQM++



IN JEWISH HISTORY
DISCOVER NEW PERSPECTIVES

AND JEWISH EDUCATION

Apply for Spring ‘26 | gsjs.touro.edu

Ready to learn more? Dean Moshe Sokol will be in Israel Dec. 1-8.
Contact karen.rubin@touro.edu to schedule a meeting.

Excited by Jewish History, Machshevet Yisrael or Chinuch?

Enroll in Touro University’s Graduate School of Jewish Studies and 
pursue a master’s degree with concentrations in Jewish Studies or 
Jewish Education. Or audit courses that interest and inspire.  

Fully online via ZOOM (o� ered by Touro University New York)
Generous scholarships • Noted faculty experts • Small classes
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Ask us about the vibrant community in Ir Yamim, Netanya & beyond

Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel

Jonathan Gellis Jonathan Gellis 
0538236143 
Sales and 
Renovations

Avraham Levi Avraham Levi 
0586927574 
Property Management 
and Maintenance

SEAVIEW ISRAEL FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDSSEAVIEW ISRAEL FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS

www.seaviewIsrael.comwww.seaviewIsrael.com
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Website: www.yeshezra.org 
Bank Transfer: Mercantile (17),  
Branch 642, A/C 79747843
Send Asmachta for receipt
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476, 
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card:  
Sara – 077-820-0196 / 058-530-9161  
Sun-Wed (10:00am-14.30 pm)
Tax benefit for donations as per  
section 46a of the Israeli tax code

EMPOWER LIVES WITH YESH EZRA! 
 Director: Menachem Persoff
 Website

www.yeshezra.org
Bank Transfer
Mercantile (17), Branch 642, 
A/C 79747843  
(Send Asmachta for receipt)

Checks
Yesh Ezra, POB 31476,  
Romema, Jerusalem 
Credit Card
Sara: 
077-820-0196 / 058-530-9161 
(Sun, Mon, Wed.: 10:30-14:00)
Donate with:
*Tax benefit available for  
donations according to section  
46a of the Israeli tax code

Looking for that tax benefit  
at the end of the year? 

Please donate generously to 
advance our crucial work.

Assisting the sick, elderly, 
financially challenged, substance 

abusers, single mothers,  
terror victims, and displaced 
families, supporting Bar/Bat 

Mitzvahs and Hachnassat Kallah.

INQUIRIES: Menachem Persoff  - 050-570-1067 |  menpmp@gmail.com
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TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT 
Josh Churney 054-281-4604 or donate online: 

https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

SHIRA SMILES' SHIUR - TUE. NOV. 25TH

Sponsored by Mark & Livia Rottenberg in memory of 
Avraham Ben Tzvi z”l whose Yahrzeit was 4 Kislev

RABBI ASCHI DICK’S MODIIN SHIURIM  
FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 

Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger in loving 
memory of their parents Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger  

and Herbert& Leonore Shulman, zichronam livracha

RABBI YOSSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR  
Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz 

RABBI BREITOWITZ’S TUE. SHIUR 
Dedicated anonymously for the  

refuah shleima of Evelina bat Galina

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN TUE. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year by the 

Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families in memory of  
Mel & Sylvia David z"l 

  מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה, ז"ל
צביה חיה בת אריה לב וחוה אידל, ז"ל

RABBI ADLER’S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year by the Frist family  

in memory of their beloved daughter and sister  
Elisheva Frist z”l - אלישבע סימא בת זלמן זל

RABBI MANNING'S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year לעילוי נשמת  

ברנה בת ברנדית ע''ה וזליג בן קלמן זייל

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year לעילו נשמת

מרים בת אברהם ע''ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז''ל 

RABBI TAUB'S WEEKLY THUR.  
PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR 

Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

RABBI ARI KAHN'S SHIUR 
Sponsored  for the 2025-2026 academic year by  

Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter  for the refuah shleimah  
of their granddaughter Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

RABBI YOSSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR  
Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITIATIVES,
OU ISRAEL

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Our Sedra this week, Parshat Vayeitzei of 
course recalls the familiar account of Yaakov 
Avinu departing from Be'er Sheva as he flees 
the potential danger and retribution at the 
hands of his brother Eisav, following Yaakov's 
having received the bracha from 
Yitzchak. 

As Yaakov lies down to rest 
under the stars the pasuk tells us:

Vayachalom v'hinei sulam 
mutzav Artza, v'rosho magia 
haShamaima- And he dreamt, 
and suddenly before him was a 
ladder that leaned toward earth, 
and its top rose to Heaven.

What exactly is the message 
this dream is meant to convey 
to Yaakov Avinu? What is the 
eternal message and relevance of Yaakov's 
dream for each of us? What does the imagery 
of the ladder which is grounded on Earth 
and ascends to the Heavens, meant to convey 
and teach us?

Rabbi Samson Rafael Hirsch zt'l points 
out that the ladder, which represents the link 
between heaven and earth, was placed from 

above by Hashem. However the verse reads 
that the ladder's top reached the heavens. 
The ladder's purpose,explained Rav Hirsch, 
was not descent from the heavens, rather to 
inspire spiritual ascent, to direct our thoughts 

and actions toward the heavens.
The Sefat Emet, the Gerrer 

Rebbe zy'a explains that the 
image of the ladder represents a 
person's spiritual journey, where 
the body is grounded, but the 
soul reaches heaven. 

Similarly, the great Chasidic 
Master, Rebbe Aharon of Karlin 
zy'a suggests that the imagery of 
the ladder which is placed from 
above with its peak reaching the 
heavens, is meant to emphasize 

that each and every human being was placed 
here from above, and that each of us has the 
potential to ascend emotionally, spiritually and 
morally to reach the highest levels of refine-
ment of character and elevated consciousness.

The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer Rebbe 
zy'a offers a different interpretation on the 
imagery represented by the ladder. A ladder 
offers the capacity both to climb, as well as 
to descend. It is important for us to realize 
that in life even our descents occur within the 
framework of that proverbial ladder. Even as 
we may have come down a rung on that lad-
der, we continue to have the ability to climb 
back up, and ascend even higher than before!

 Rav Yaakov Moshe Charlop zt'l, one of 
the closest and most devoted students of Rav 

Rabbi Yaakov  
Moshe Charlop zt”l
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Kook zt'l, offers a similar interpretation of the 
imagery of the ladder. The ladder is meant 
to teach us that sometimes our descents are 
necessary temporary steps, that actually serve 
as the impetus to propel us to climb even 
higher up that proverbial ladder, to reach 
even higher heights in our Avodat Hashem. 
Taking the time periodically to take a step 
back to gather our thoughts, to prepare our-
selves to move forward, can indeed be the 
key to even greater accomplishments.

Yehi Ratzon, May each of us be blessed both 
to dream, to seek to ascend higher in our Avo-
dat Hashem, as well as to have the strength 
and perseverance to bounce back from our 
temporary descents and setbacks, have the 
capacity to recalibrate our thoughts, and 
to move forward and achieve even greater 
clarity and growth each and every day. 

 Close to Rechavia, luxurious apt in Jerusalem 
 of Gold residence, 165 sqm on one
,level,Sukkah terraces,views, doorman,pool, gym

 Unique Penthouse in quiet Old Katamon, 376 
 sqm with 64 Sukkah terrace, spectacular views,
spacious layout built to top standards

  Sumptuous Garden apt 230 sqm in 
 Talbieh, 150 sqm private garden, enjoy 5-star
hotel facilities. Ready to move in

 Deborah Touitou +972-54-480-4767
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il 
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il

 Two apts for long-term rental in the luxurious 
 Dubnov 1 residence Talbieh, from 153 sqm to 270
 sqm, sukkah terraces, luxurious lobby, doorman

Home Organizing & Decluttering
Liora Pinhas | 0533512938
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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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OU ISRAEL CENTER         53

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator 
for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator,  
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite, 
private parking, storage, full of light, airy, nice garden, 
5,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room penthouse, 155m, 
terrace, great panoramic view, underfloor heating, Shabat 
elevator, 2 parking, + rental unit, 8,900,000 NIS
FOR RENT: BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
2nd floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs 
Center for Kashrut Education

Non-Kosher 
Ingredients

Kosher ingredients form the foundation 
of kosher certification. Because ingredients 
today are sourced globally, extracted through 
various methods, and processed in diverse 
ways, determining whether an ingredient is 
kosher-compatible requires extensive exper-
tise. To help navigate this complexity, the OU 
developed a system that classifies ingredients 
into six numerical groups, ranging from 1 to 
6. The lower the number, the less sensitive 
the ingredient is from a kosher-certification 
perspective, allowing companies and food-ser-
vice providers greater flexibility in sourcing.

GROUP 6
Non-kosher ingredients remain common 

in the food industry. Many animal-derived 
products continue to play essential roles in 
manufacturing. Examples include widely 
used ingredients such as glycerin and gelatin 
(which will be discussed in future articles), 
as well as more complex components like 
certain shortenings and emulsifiers.

Non-kosher animal-based ingredients 
may originate from inherently non-kosher 
animals such as pigs. They may also come 
from species that are kosher by nature—such 
as cows or sheep—but were not slaughtered 
according to halachic requirements. It is 
important to emphasize that even when these 

ingredients are technically capable of being 
produced from kosher-slaughtered animals, 
such sources are not used in the commercial 
market. As a result, all animal-based products 
available commercially—whether derived 
from kosher species or not—are considered 
non-kosher.

Another major category of non-kosher 
ingredients includes grape-derived products. 
According to halacha, any grape product 
produced by non-Jews is classified as stam 
yeinam, a rabbinic prohibition applying to 
wine or grape derivatives handled by non-
Jews. Therefore, all liquid grape products—
such as wine, grape flavoring, and balsamic 
vinegar—are considered non-kosher unless 
they are produced under reliable kosher 
supervision and sealed accordingly.

GROUP 6 IN PRODUCTION FACILITIES
There are cases in which Group 6 ingredi-

ents or products may be present in a facility 
without compromising the kosher program. 
In large plants, it is common to maintain 
completely separated sections—one dedicated 
to non-kosher production and another fully 
detached area reserved for kosher produc-
tion. This setup is found, for example, in 
certain large fish-processing facilities, where 
kosher and non-kosher species are handled 
in different areas. OU supervisors ensure that 
systems are in place to prevent any possibility 
of cross-contamination.

It is also worth noting that kosher-for-Pass-
over products may occasionally bear allergen 
warnings such as “may contain wheat.” This 
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completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
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112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
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not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
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sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 
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does not compromise their Passover status; 
it simply reflects the presence of a separate, 
unrelated production area elsewhere in the 
facility. The kosher-for-Passover lines are 
properly kashered and operate under full-
time supervision.

THE PREVALENCE OF  
NON-KOSHER INGREDIENTS

A common misconception is that if a 
product does not list an overtly non-kosher 
ingredient—or is not known to contain one—
it is safe to consume. In reality, many items 
contain non-kosher components that are not 
obvious to consumers.

Examples include:
Kalamata olives in Greece, which are often 

processed with wine vinegar—even when 
not listed—because they may be brined in 
it prior to packaging.

Fish oil: can be derived from non-kosher 
species and may appear in dairy products 
or even eggs.

Red food coloring: sometimes sourced from 
insects; this coloring, known as carmine, often 
appears on labels as E-120.

Given these complexities, it is crucial for 
consumers—especially those traveling inter-
nationally—to consult knowledgeable halachic 
authorities or kashrut professionals regarding 
which products are permissible to purchase. 

OPENING SOON
Support Group for Men whose 
Spouses Cope with Dementia

At Yad Sarah
Every other Sunday, 11:00-12:30

with Social Worker, Reuven Miller

To register or for more information  
Call Reuven Miller at 054-5557211
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

FOR SALE
GREAT OPPORTUNITY ON RACHEL IMEINU ST 
Nice 4 rooms, 80m neto, in an Arabic style building 
with Shabbat elevator, sukkah balcony, master  
bedroom, sunny, quiet, Exclusive, 3,400,000 NIS

RECHAVIA - Large 4.5 rooms, 120m, ground floor of 
a stylish building, 2 balconies with a possible exit to 
garden, for renovation with great potential, high ceilings, 
3 directions, mamad, Exclusive, 5,300,000 NIS

GERMAN COLONY WITH GARDEN
Lovely 4 rooms, 90m, 50m garden, in an arab style 
building, renovated, master bedroom, bright, quiet, 
great location, 6,100,000 NIS

CHARMING CORNER IN GERMAN COLONY  
WITH GARDEN - Great 5 room apt, 180m,  
140m private garden, in a modern building,  
large living room, master bedroom, bright, quiet,  
storage room, private parking. RARE!



UPCOMING EVENTS IN ISRAEL

www.nbn.org.il/all-events

October - November 2025 | Various cities across Israel

NBN invites seniors to join us for a fall series of tours across 
the country. 

MUSEUM TOUR FALL SERIES

FILM SCREENING & PANEL
Join us for "Shamir, His Way" a film on Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, followed by a Q&A with Mr. Yair Shamir & Mr. Herzl Makov.

YITZHAK SHAMIR

Sunday, November 30, 2025 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

Wednesdays | NBN TLV Center

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY! NBN Employment Division- offering 
guidance for your professional path and job search in Israel.

EMPLOYMENT GUIDANCE

Tuesdays, NBN Aliyah Campus JLM | Thursdays, NBN TLV Center

Our dedicated NBN staff offer one-on-one assistance to help 
you navigate and understand any challenging Hebrew task.

TRANSLATION STATION

September - November 2025 | Online

Supplement your existing Hebrew skills with the words and 
insights you need to survive & thrive in Israel.

CAFE OLEH: FALL SESSIONS

Sunday, December 7, 2025 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

Get ready for NBN's first ever Book Shuk - a literary fair 
celebrating the creativity and talent of Olim authors!

BOOK SHUK
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Vayeitzei: 
A Walking 

Mirror
Word of the terrible tragedy spread like 

wildfire across Europe: the great author of the 
“Ohr Sameach” and “Meshech Chochma”, Reb 
Meir Simcha of Dvinsk, had been murdered 
in an anti-Semitic attack. The olam haTorah, 
and the Jewish community worldwide, were 
shattered. Across continents, communities 
organized massive hespeidim, public eulogies, 
to honor the fallen gaon and guiding light. 

As grief-stricken rabbanim began gathering 
in Eretz Yisrael to mourn together, the orga-
nizers turned to Rav Yaakov Moshe Charlap, 
the Rav of Shaarei Chessed in Yerushalayim, 
devoted talmid of Rav Avraham Yitzchak 
haKohen Kook, and also Rosh Yeshivah of 
Merkaz haRav. They pleaded with him to join 
and deliver words of hesped, inspiration and 
comfort, but to their great dismay, Rav Yaakov 
Moshe refused. Again and again they pressed 
him — and again he declined. 

Soon after, the news broke: to everyone’s 
shock and relief, it was ‘fake news’, a false 
report. Baruch Hashem, Reb Meir Simcha was 
alive and well, sitting in Dvinsk, learning and 
teaching Torah! The organizers then ran to 
ask Rav Yaakov Moshe why he had refused 
to participate. How could he have known? 

Where did his apparent ruach ha-kodesh 
come from? 

The Rav explained simply: “Even after 
hearing the initial terrible news, I sensed no 
change in the world at all! Everything felt 
exactly as it had before. Had it truly been 
the case that Reb Meir Simcha, the tzaddik 
and gaon, the brilliant author of the Meshech 
Chochma and Ohr Someach on the Rambam, 
had left this world, we would have certainly 
felt it inwardly. There would have been a 
noticeable change in the spiritual air. Since 
I felt no such shift, I was certain there had 
been a mistake.”

...ויצא יעקב מבאר שבע וילך חרנה
“And Yaakov left Be’er Sheva and went to 

Charan…”
The Torah does not waste a word or even 

a letter, and we already know that Yaakov 
had been at his parents’ home by the small 
cluster wells of Be’er Sheva; here the pasuk 
could have just said ‘And Yaakov walked to 
Charan.’ Rashi explains why this pasuk points 
out the place that Yaakov “left”:
 מגיד שיציאתו של צדיק מן המקום עושה רושם 
והוא  זיווה  הוא  הודה,  הוא  בעיר,  שהצדיק  שבזמן 

הדרה. יצא משם, פנה הודה, פנה זיווה ופנה הדרה.
“When a tzaddik departs a city, he leaves 

an impression. While the tzaddik is there, he 
is its glory, its splendor, its beauty. When he 
leaves, its glory, its splendor and its beauty 
depart.”

The Maharal (Netzach Yisrael, 24) expands 
this idea. A tzaddik is not just a private 
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individual but a merkavah, a vehicle for 
Divine Presence in the world. His soul is 
elevated, aligned with God’s will, and thus 
he becomes a conduit through which shefa, 
Divine blessing and vitality, flows into Cre-
ation. Because he unites the spiritual with the 
physical through his devotion, his very being 
sustains and uplifts the world around him.

Sfas Emes (Vayeitzei 5631) explains Rashi’s 
comment in a different, more personal light: 
When the Torah emphasizes “Vayeitzei Yaa-
kov” — that Yaakov’s departure from Be’er 
Sheva made an impression — it is teaching 
us something about how a tzaddik functions 
within a community. Beyond manifesting 
hod, ziv, hadar, “glory, splendor and beauty” 
in an abstract sense, the presence of the 
tzadik awakens those of us around him to 
recognize the inner hod, ziv, hadar - within 
ourselves. By being near a tzadik, we can 
sense our own soul; we can come alive. The 
tzadik is a mirror, reflecting back the Divine 
image within us. So when he departs, people 
sense that something has dimmed — not just 
outside, but within ourselves. Thus, when 
we feel the mirror’s absence, we must turn 
within and learn to uncover our own inner 
light, our own Divine image, directly.

Maharal emphasizes the metaphysical 
reality of a tzaddik as a conduit of shefa — 
literally changing the spiritual landscape of 
a place. The Sfas Emes highlights the fact that 
a tzaddik elevates others, drawing out their 
latent greatness.

This helps us re-hear Rav Yaakov Moshe 
Charlap’s response when asked why he did 
not join the hespedim: “I sensed no change in 
the world.” If Reb Meir Simcha had truly left 
this world, not only would there have been 
a cosmic diminishment, the souls of Jews 

everywhere would have felt dimmer, heavier, 
less alive. There was shock and grief, but no 
dimming of the Jewish soul was perceptible. 
The news could not be true.

Parshas Vayeitzei invites us to take our 
internal spiritual pulse: are we attuned 
enough to notice when true tzidkus and 
authentic kedushah are present? Are we 
striving to be such conduits ourselves, to let 
our own lives, in whatever measure, become 
righteous sources of blessing for the world 
around us? Or are we dependent on outer 
mirrors to reflect our light back to us?

In our own lives, we can become so desen-
sitized by ‘headlines’ and ‘fake news’ that 
we may miss the deeper shifts of the spirit. 
Our sedra reminds us to tune in to a deeper 
level of reality and sense the holiness and 
spiritual impact of the tzadikim on our lives 
and communities. May we merit to see a 
living model of a life of Torah and Mitzvos, 
God-awareness and goodness, uplift us and 
the world with glory, splendor, and beauty. 
May we also, from time to time, turn from 
the outer mirrors, look inward and recognize 
these holy qualities deep within ourselves. 
May we allow ourselves to shine and to leave 
a lasting positive impression on our own city 
or town — or small cluster of wells. 
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GEULAS YISRAELGEULAS YISRAEL
RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
RAM YESHIVAT HAR ETZION
MAGGID SHIUR ALL PARSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

Each of our Avot represents a different 
stage of Jewish history. Their lives set patterns 
that guided the unfolding of our history.

Avraham was a pioneer, and his story 
mirrors the early chapters of Jewish history 
- from his selection, through the miracles in 
Mitzrayim, to our first entry into Eretz Yisrael. 
These were the formative years, when our 
identity was forged and our people first took 
shape.

Yitzchak carved the pattern for the inter-
mediate stage of our history - the golden age 
of Jewish sovereignty, when we lived with 
autonomy in our own Land. He never left 
Eretz Canaan, and his life reflects that long, 
radiant era of nearly a thousand years, when 
Jewish civilization flourished in its homeland.

PATTERNS OF EXILE
Ya’akov left the Land of Israel twice - once 

fleeing the murderous rage of his brother, 

and once drawn down to Egypt by tensions 
that erupted in Yosef’s sale and disappear-
ance. His life reflects the third stage of Jewish 
history: the long, wandering saga of exile.

We still await the fourth stage - our full 
geulah. Yet the details of that future remain 
deliberately concealed. Unlike the earlier 
stages, we possess no clear roadmap and no 
personality in Sefer Bereishit to model this 
final chapter. It remains hidden in the will of 
Hashem, who guides history toward its end.

Now that we have begun our return to 
Jewish history and our return to redemptive 
history, we can finally look back at exile with 
clearer eyes. Exile was not a pause in our 
story, nor a long interval in which our his-
tory felt muted. In the thick of that darkness, 
perspective was impossible; suffering rarely 
grants us the luxury of reflection.

But as we ascend from those challenging 
journeys, and as Jewish history regains 
momentum, we can begin to study the third 
stage of our history - the past 2,000 years - 
with deeper understanding. Ya’akov’s life 
becomes our prism, allowing us to trace the 
trials and triumphs of one of history’s great 
human miracles - the survival and endur-
ance of a nation scattered across the world 
yet never erased.

DIVINE GUARANTEES
Before Ya’akov leaves the Land of Israel, 

Ya’akov’s Mapping of Galus
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he receives the famous vision of the ladder, 
with Hashem standing above it and promis-
ing protection, sustenance, and an eventual 
return. Avraham had no such moment before 
his own descent into exile.

We take the notion that Hashem protects 
us in exile for granted, but Ya’akov could not. 
Until that vision, it was reasonable to imagine 
that divine providence was bound to the Land 
of Israel - that Hashem’s presence could be 
fully encountered only in His Land.

Hashem’s promise from atop the ladder 
reshapes our understanding of His presence. 
Though that presence is encountered most 
intensely in Israel, He assures Ya’akov that 
His protection will accompany him even in 
distant lands. It is the first message of exile: 
we may walk foreign roads, but never alone.

On the eve of Ya’akov’s second descent - 
this time into Egypt, as recorded in Vayigash 
- Hashem introduces an even bolder idea. Not 
only would Ya’akov be protected in Egypt; 
the Shechinah itself would go with him. By 
this point, the bond between Hashem and 
His emerging nation had already grown 
stronger. Wherever we wandered, Hashem 
would share our journey.

As Hashem assures Ya’akov:
ךָָ מִִצְְרָָיְְמָָה וְְאָָנֹכִִֹי אַַעַַלְְךָָ גַַם־עָָלֹהֹ אָָנֹכִִֹי אֵֵרֵֵד עִִ�מְְּ

Across the long night of exile, this promise 
became our hidden anchor. Even as we were 
expelled from Israel, we never lost divine 
supervision. And we knew that the Shechinah 
traveled with us into galut. When we prayed 
for redemption, we prayed not only for our 
people to return home, but for the Shechinah 
to return to its place in Israel.

BRINGING WELFARE
Ya’akov immediately brings blessing to a 

foreign land. From the moment he arrives, he 

delivers prosperity: he reaches the well, rolls 
the massive boulder on his own, and enables 
the gathered shepherds to water their flocks. 
Likewise, during his twenty years in Lavan’s 
home, Lavan’s fortunes soared. Even Lavan 
admitted that his newfound wealth flowed 
from Ya’akov’s long stay. Part of his hesitation 
to release Ya’akov was simple fear of what his 
departure would mean for Lavan’s future.

Across generations, Jews have lived this 
pattern. Even in exile and cast as outsiders, 
we consistently contributed to the economic, 
social, and moral fabric of the lands in which 
we dwelled.

For thousands of years we did so quietly, 
from the margins, shut out from the full ave-
nues of civic life. Over the past two hundred 
years, as we were gradually welcomed into 
broader society and granted equal oppor-
tunity, our contributions became far more 
visible.

This shift enabled us to more fully embody 
the promise that Hashem articulated to 
Avraham - ve’hyei beracha - to serve as a 
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wellspring of blessing. For generations this 
blessing unfolded quietly; in the modern era 
it has surfaced more openly.

SHIFTING WINDS
Yet the story of galut is never one-dimen-

sional. No matter how deeply we enrich our 
surroundings, there comes a moment when 
jealousy and resentment flare. Admiration 
turns sour, and the esteem in which we were 
once held is eclipsed by anger. Eventually 
even Lavan could no longer tolerate Ya’akov; 
he whispered accusations to his shepherds 
and stoked suspicion. Sensing the shifting 
winds, Ya’akov fled before the situation spi-
raled beyond repair.

So, too, with our long journey through 
exile. Jewish life in any host nation is always 
temporary. Eventually hatred takes root so 
deeply that it veers into the irrational: even 
as societies acknowledge how much Jews 
contribute, they cannot bear our presence.

Sadly, the pattern repeats itself. Empires 
that cast us out often tumble soon after 
- partly because they have discarded a 
remarkable human resource, and partly as 
a consequence of their hostility toward the 
nation of Hashem.

GUARDING OUR BOUNDARIES
Faced with these cycles of deceit and 

simmering hostility, Ya’akov responds with 
deliberate separation. Though he lived under 
Lavan’s roof, he clearly preserved distance. 
He built his own household and spiritual 
world, keeping his family and flocks distinct 
from Lavan’s. The sheep stayed apart - and 
so did the shepherds and families. Though 
Lavan hosted him, Ya’akov ensured that his 
cultural and religious identity remained 
intact.

Throughout our long exile, even when we 
were transplanted into foreign cultures and 
participated in the civic life around us, we 
maintained a measure of insularity. At times 
this separation protected us from religious 
dilution and assimilation. At other times it 
safeguarded our national spirit, preventing 
us from absorbing the cultural norms of the 
lands in which we lived. Across generations, 
Bilaam’s haunting description - hen am leva-
dad yishkon - echoed through Jewish history, 
shaping our fate and preserving our identity.

PERILOUS COMFORT
Still, life in exile offers opportunity as well 

as dangers.
While in galut, Ya’akov is anything but 

passive. He builds a large family - four wives, 
eleven children - and accumulates consider-
able wealth.

In many ways it is easier to raise a family 
outside the spiritual turbulence of the Land 
of Israel. Hashem’s Land is charged with 
divine energy, often marked by conflict and 
upheaval. Any nation that lives there senses 
- openly or subtly - the Land’s sacred weight.

In the relative calm of Aram Naharayim, 
away from the turbulence of Eretz Yisrael, 
Ya’akov is able to raise his family in peace. 
But this comfort threatens to ensnare him. 
He nearly becomes trapped by his own 
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also available in English, “Dark Clouds 
Above, Faith Below”

success. At the beginning of the parsha he 
dreams of heavenly angels ascending a 
divine ladder; twenty years later, his dreams 
revolve around sheep. Life in chutz la’aretz 
has absorbed him so completely that he 
almost doesn’t make it back. Angels must 
visit his dreams and command him to return 
before it is too late.

When he finally reenters the Land, he 
immediately confronts Esav, who is deter-
mined to bar his reentry and avenge the 
loss of the bechorah. Despite Esav’s many 
flaws, he has lived in Eretz Yisrael for the 
past twenty years, and that spiritual standing 
terrifies Ya’akov far more than Esav’s physical 
strength.

After escaping Esav, Ya’akov then faces the 
upheaval of Shechem. His family is unpre-
pared for that upheaval. They grew up quietly 
on the sidelines in Aram Naharayim and had 
not been hardened by the tumult and moral 
intensity of life in the Land of Hashem.

Many in our generation face a similar 
dilemma. In countless ways, it is easier to 
raise a family and secure financial stability 
outside the intensity of life in Israel. Life in 
this Land presents financial strain, political 
insecurity, and spiritual challenges that are 
felt far less acutely abroad. Some even argue 
that they prefer remaining in chutz la’aretz 
because, on the surface, it seems easier to 
raise children there.

Yet despite the allure of that choice, many 
who remain and thrive in Chutz La’aretz 
face two real risks: becoming too rooted in 
exile, and arriving in Israel unprepared for 
the struggles, tensions, and demands that life 
in the Land of Hashem inevitably presents.

AFTER GEULAH BEGINS, STRUGGLES
All of this leads naturally to the final lesson. 

The pace of redemption is rarely swift. Lavan 
deceived Ya’akov at the very outset of his 
marriage, slipping Leah in place of Rachel. 
Years later, after Yosef was born, Lavan swin-
dled him yet again. Chazal view this pattern 
as a foreshadowing: "before our redeemer 
arrives and even after his birth, our nation 
will continue to endure persecution and 
domination."

Yosef would redeem the family and one 
day redeem our people. Yet even his birth 
did not end Lavan’s deceit.

We, too, have begun our redemption. But 
many imagine - naively - that once the geulah 
begins, our struggles will evaporate and our 
adversaries will vanish. Ya’akov’s odyssey 
teaches otherwise. Even after Yosef’s birth, 
even after redemption begins to dawn, the 
hardships persist.

Ya’akov fashioned many of the great tem-
plates of Jewish history. His twenty years in 
Lavan’s home remain one of the clearest 
models of Jewish life in exile - and of the long, 
uneven road toward redemption. 
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We usually think of a lion’s roar as some-
thing frightening — a sound that makes 
you recoil, not gather. So why does the Navi 
describe Hashem’s call to redemption as the 
roar of a lion? Wouldn’t that push us away?

The Radak reframes the entire image. 
A lion’s roar does not only scatter; in the 
animal world, it also draws the creatures 
toward him, because he is king. אַַג ְ אַַרְְיֵֵה יִִשְׁ�  ,�כְְּ
He will roar like a lion - just as the lion’s roar 
asserts authority and gathers the animals, so 
Hashem’s roar is the sound that gathers His 
people. It is the voice that reminds us who 
leads us, who watches us, who calls us home. 
The Radak explains that this roar comes 
through a moment of revelation — through 
a prophet, a sign, or a wonder that breaks 
through the noise of exile and says: Return.

The Malbim deepens this image. He dis-
tinguishes between two kinds of Divine 

roar. In exile, Hashem does not roar with 
His full, overwhelming Divine voice — kol 
Elokim — because we could not withstand 
it. Instead, He “roars like a lion”: He clothes 
Himself in the events of history, guiding us 
through natural means, bending the hearts 
of kings, softening decrees, and preserving 
us through hidden providence. It sounds like 
the roar of empires, but beneath it is the quiet 
Voice of Hashem.

But, says the Malbim, a time will come 
when that hidden roar will give way to 
the true roar — the unmistakable voice of 
Hashem performing wonders “ימֵֵי קֶֶדֶֶם  In ”.�כִִּ
that moment, וְְחָָרְְדוּּ בָָנִִים מִִ�יָָּם, even the children 
of the West, scattered far from the land, will 
tremble not in fear but in recognition. They 
will hurry toward the call they have been 
waiting to hear.

Together, the Radak and Malbim reshape 
our understanding. Hashem’s roar is often 
hidden, softened, disguised in the noise of 
history. But the day will come when that 
quiet, protective roar becomes the full, unmis-
takable Divine voice. At that moment, even 
those scattered far away will tremble — not 
in fear, but in recognition — and will hurry 
toward Him.

The roar is not a sound that drives us off. 
It is a sound that calls us home. 
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The Roar of Redemption
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“The great spirits of the world raise emunah 
(religious faith)…This is the vocation of the 
great tzaddikim, the world's mighty men of 
righteousness - to raise religious 
faith from its lowly state, to 
purge it of its dross, and to bring 
it to its authentic character.” 
(Midot Hara’aya, Emunah #32)

In the above passage from 
Midot Hara’aya Rav Kook 
emphasizes the distinctive role of 
the tzaddik (saintly individuals) 
who is the paradigm of faith and 
“the entire world is illuminated 
by his glory.” (Ibid)

The first time that the Torah records a 
person’s emunah is in regard to Avraham: 
Ve’he’emin b’Hashem - “And he believed in 
the Lord” (15:6). This is also the first time the 
word emunah appears in the Torah. Avraham 
epitomizes deep devotion. God’s command 
to leave his birthplace for a foreign land and 
to offer his beloved son as a sacrifice are 
two exquisite examples of our forefather's 
willingness to surrender his will to the will 
of the Almighty.

AVRAHAM’S FAITH  
ILLUMINATED THE WORLD

Avraham is a paradigm of genuine faith. 

Rabbi Yitzchak Twersky zt”l, the Talner Rebbe 
and the eminent son-in-law of Rabbi Joseph 
Soloveitchik zt”l emphasized Avraham's 

remarkable devotion to God's 
command. At the Third Meal on 
Shabbat in his Beis medrash in 
Brookline, he cited the verse in 
Yeshayahu (51:2) “Look to Avra-
ham your forefather…”. Simply 
put, we are charged to emulate 
Avraham. (Torah of the Mind, 
Torah of the Heart, Divrei Torah 
of the Talner Rebbe, Twersky, p. 
43-45)

Rabbi Twersky also cited the 
Rambam’s Mishne Torah (Hilchot Teshuva 
10:2) in which Avraham’s love of God and 
deep faith is considered to be the gold stan-
dard which a Jew must strive to emulate: 
"Whoever serves God out of love, occupies 
himself with [the study of] Torah and [the 
fulfillment of] mitzvot, and walks in the paths 
of wisdom impelled by no external motive - 
prompted by neither the fear of calamity nor 
the desire to obtain benefit; rather, he does 
what is truly right because it is truly right…
This standard is indeed a very high one; not 
every sage attains it. It was the standard of 
Avraham Avinu, whom God called His lover 

Inspired by the  
Faith of Tzadikim 

(Midot Hara’aya,  Emunah piska #32)

Rabbi Isadore Twersky zt"l
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because he served only out of love…”
The Rambam depicts Avraham Avinu as the 

quintessential believer in God. In a similar 
vein, The Talner Rebbe offered a novel inter-
pretation to the Mishna in Avot (Chapter 5):

Avraham Avinu was tested with ten trials 
and says the Mishna, amad bekulam - “he 
withstood all of them.” The Talner Rebbe sug-
gested that the word amad, is also a term for 
prayer, like amidah recited daily. The Mishna 
is teaching that Avraham prayed to God as he 
confronted his many challenges - indicating 
the degree of his love and faith in God. (Torah 
of the Mind, Torah of the Heart, p. 45)

RABBI AKIVA’S PHENOMENAL FAITH
Of the many eminent sages who dot the 

pages of the Talmud, the personality of Rabbi 
Akiva is arguably the most enthralling and 
inspiring. The Talmud debates the issue of 
including the book of Shir Hashirim in the 
Tanach. Apparently the Sages grappled with 
the explicit language and erotic allusions 
found in the holy book. Rabbi Akiva argued 
in favor of including Shir Hashirim in the 
Tanach (Yadayim 3:5). Rav Kook, in his intro-
duction to Shir Hashirim (Olat Re’iyah 2:3ff) 
points out that Rabbi Akiva’s love of God and 
profound faith had the capacity to transcend 
the personal and the scope of his love was 
all inclusive. Rav Kook urges us to recall the 
martyred Rabbi Akiva whose love of Torah 
transcended fear of death and whose love of 
God transcended the pain of torture so that as 
he declared God’s unity he was able to let go 
of his worldy life (Berachot 61b). This is Rabbi 
Akiva, overflowing with love that transcends 
his personal situation, who sees holiness in 
every word of Shir Hashirim.

One of the most striking stories in the life 
of Rabbi Akiva was the time that he was able 

to laugh when peering at the ruins of the Beit 
Hamikdash. His heart was filled with faith 
and he held fast to a vision of a blissful future 
when Israel would return to glory and the 
love that filled his heart could transcend the 
present sorrow and desolation (Makkot 24b).

RAV KOOK’S PROFOUND FAITH
Rabbi Akiva’s remarkable ability to see 

sparks of redemption even in times of dark-
ness was also a hallmark of Rav Kook’s out-
look. In one of Rav Kook’s most well-known 
dictums he teaches that a Jew always forges 
ahead with optimism and the confidence to 
make things better and more holy:

“The purely righteous do not complain 
about wickedness, they increase righteous-
ness; do not complain about heresy, they 
increase faith; do not complain about igno-
rance, they increase wisdom.” (Arpilei Tohar)

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator,  
private parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator, 
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite private 
parking, storage, full of light, nice garden, 6,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room apartment,  
140m, terrace, underfloor heating, Shabbat elevator,  
2 parking, 6,300,000 NIS
FOR RENT:BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
second floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS

ARNONA: 5 room apartment, 125m, new  
and upgraded, great view, 4,250,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON:  4-room garden apartment, 
96m, high ceilings large garden, bright, 
5,800,000 NIS
REHAVIA: 4 room apartment large terraces 
(Suka), great views, elevator, bright, parking, 
5,600,000 NIS

28 minutes of tachlis
TIPS FOR OLIM

olimpaveway.com/all-eventsRegister:
@olimpaveway

SUNDAYS
Weekly Webinar 

9 pm Israel/2 pm EDT
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Rav Kook didn't just “talk that talk - he 
walked the walk.” He moved to Israel in 1904. 
He took a small rabbininc post in Yaffo and 
took responsibility for addressing the mul-
tiple needs and issues facing the fledgling 
Jewish community throughout Palestine.

Not only did Rav Kook believe with his 
heart and soul that the prophecies of the 
Tanach were tangibly unfolding in his time, 
he took the notion of prophecy a step fur-
ther. He deeply believed that the pipelines of 
prophecy that had been blocked for so long 
in the long-draw-out exile were now being 
renewed and revitalized with the return of 
the people of Israel to her homeland.

“The imagination of the Land of Israel is 
pure and clear and suited for the appear-
ance of decisive truth, for garbing the lofty, 
exalted will of the ideal direction that is at 
the height of holiness; ready for explication 
of prophecy and its light for the shining of 
divine inspiration and its brightness.” (Orot 
pp. 91-92 in Naor, English translation)

STRIVING TO BE A TZADIK
With a sense of deep humility, Rav Kook, 

in a letter to an eminent rabbinic colleague, 
writes that he considers himself to be on the 
level of a beinoni (a Jew who is neither a rasha 
(wicked) nor reaching the level of tzadik) and 
strives to achieve the coveted level of being 
a tzadik.

“Due to my imperfection, I do not deserve 
the name Tzadik. If only God would give me 
the ability to say with sincerity: “For example, 

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
aarong@ouisrael.org  at a special price 
for Torah Tidbits readers.

I am a Beinoni / ordinary person” (Berachot 
62b). Nonetheless, there is no doubt that with 
the help of God the way that I am trying to 
follow is the path of Tzadikim. Those who 
follow me and connect to me in the way they 
study Torah and serve God; those who follow 
me sincerely with a real faith in the Sages, 
will eventually merit to see the light and truth 
within this righteousness.” (Igrot Ha’raaya 
2, p. 197, translation The Spiritual Wisdom 
of Rav Kook, Schwartz, p. 98) [This excerpt 
is taken from a letter written to the Ridvaz, 
Rabbi Yaakov David Wilovsky, a renowned 
Talmudist, author educator and Rosh Yeshiva 
in Tzfat, June 9, 1912].

Rav Kook is encouraging each Jew to strive 
for living righteously and embody the spir-
itual life delineated by the Torah. There is 
indeed a “Tzadik” within each individual 
waiting to be uncovered. For Rav Kook, the 
word “Tzadik” should not be seen as some 
lofty unreachable title, but rather used as an 
archetype and ideal way of living that each 
individual can and should aspire toward.

Life Lessons:
•	 Make a commitment to saying even one 

line of prayer (for example Poteach et 
yadecha from the Ashrei prayer) with 
proper intention.

•	 Read biographies of Gedolei Torah which 
will inspire you to lead a richer Jewish life.

•	 Become a role model. Grow yourself 
for the sake of the world and inspire 
others. 

MAKEUP  
ARTIST
Chavi: 058 3274905Chavi: 058 3274905

Using only high end cruelty free products

בס״ד
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Bein 
 Har l'Kinneret

In Yavne'el

KOSHER 
 VILLA

Spacious grounds  
with lots  

of activities

10 min  
from 

Kinneret

Luxury  
8- bedroom villa 

(For up to 25 people)

WWW.HAMELECH.CO.IL
054-7534888

Premiummoving.co.il   053-7272-815 

PREMIUM
MOVING & STORAGE
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 +972 54‑431‑8814 
judit@capitil.com
License #3215076

10 Rooms   
200 sqm   

Large private garden
Parking & storage

spacious home in ramot

₪ 9,800,000

Mish’ol hakurtam st.

LIFE SETTLEMENTS
Do you have a life insurance policy you:

• No longer want?
• No longer need?

• Can no longer afford the premium?
• Could you use extra money  

instead of keeping your policy?
I can guarantee that if you qualify with the 

underwriting process I can get you more money 
than if you cash it in with the company. 

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

David Bedein, Director
www.IsraelBehindtheNews.com

whatsapp 0587 222661
Available to speak, in person or by zoom:

1. UNRWA indoctrination to war before  
and since Oct. 7 https://tinyurl.com/yetsadp9

2. Movies shot on location:  
https://www.cfnepr.com/205640/Movies

3. Germany: Prime sponsor of  
Palestinian terror "education". Never again?

4. Settler Violence: Fact or fabrication?
 5. Know thy  Enemy: Insight from 40  

years of interviews with PLO and Hamas

Sponsor news investigations. Tax deduct. donations: 
https://israelbehindthenews.com/donations/
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בס"ד

Rannenu
Inspired by the Torah of David Schwartz Hy”d

Transforming Torah Learning into 
Connection and Voice After Brain Injury

פִִּצְְחַוּ רַנְְּנִוּ יְחְַַדָָּוָ חַָרְבוֹת יְְרוּשָָׁלָָ םִ כִִּיְ נִִחַַם יְְהוָָה עַמַּוֹ גָָּאַלַָ יְְרוּשָָׁלָָ םִ
“Break forth together in song, O ruins of Jerusalem, 

for Hashem has comforted His people.” 
- Yeshayahu 52:9

• Kolot Chavruta - Voices of Learning
 Pairing volunteers with brain-injury 

survivors for Torah learning or meaningful 
conversation - in person or on Zoom.

• Zimrat David - LeDavid Barchi Nafshi
 A meaningful weekly Zoom shiur )15 

minutes( designed for individuals living 
with aphasia or the effects of stroke and 
brain injury - and open to anyone who 
wishes to join, connect, 
and be inspired through 
Torah. Led by Elizur Agus, 
sharing the Torah of 
David Schwartz Hy”d 
- words of faith, 
joy, and song that 
continue to inspire.

Rannenu’s Programs

Register Today!
www.koacheitan.com

Rannenu transforms Talmud Torah into an act of 
chesed and Ahavat Yisrael - helping one another fulfill 
the mitzvah of learning Torah through companionship, 
patience, and shared voice. It is a living expression 
of Am Yisrael b’yachad - the Jewish people bound 
together through Torah and love. Together - yachdav 
- we learn, connect, and rediscover that when we sing 
together, each soul learns to sing again. Rannenu - 
Together we sing and help every voice find its song.
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From the Virtual Desk of the

OU VEBBE REBBE
Rav Daniel Mann

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
RAV DANIEL MANN

לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

Question: Davening Shacharit at home on 
Rosh Chodesh, I realized during the first bera-
cha of Musaf that I forgot to remove my tefillin 
and took them off before the next beracha. 
Was that correct? 

Answer: We have to investigate two inde-
pendent topics, and then be practical about 
preferences in navigating the “conflict.” 

Removing tefillin before Musaf: The idea 
of taking off tefillin before Musaf appears in 
the Beit Yosef (Orach Chayim 25) as a minhag. 
He does not cite a source, and in looking for a 
reason, proposes that since Kedusha of Musaf 
is introduced (for Sephardim and Nusach 
Sephard) with a reference to Hashem’s keter 
(crown), it is inappropriate that we should be 
wearing our “crown” – tefillin. He cites Chol 
Hamo’ed’s lack of tefillin as a similar idea. The 
Rama (ad loc.) says that it although it follows 
that in places that do not recite “Keter …” in 
Kedusha, one should leave his tefillin on, the 

minhag is still to take them off. The same 
should apply to one who is davening without 
a minyan and thus Kedusha. The Taz (ad loc. 
16) does not find the minhag compelling 
because Musaf should not elevate more than 
Chol Hamo’ed, and still many have the minhag 
to don tefillin then. The Levush (ad loc. 13) 
says that it is because Musaf, which mentions 
the day’s special korbanot, gives it an aura of 
Yom Tov. (I will add a supplementary point. 
Since we are careful to have tefillin on only 
for Kri’at Shema, Shemoneh Esrei (=SE), three 
Kedushot and four Kaddeishim (see Rama 
ibid.), by Musaf, there is little need to keep 
them on (see Mishna Berura 25:55).). Most 
poskim treat removing tefillin before Musaf as 
a not very important minhag (ibid. 61), despite 
strong Kabbalistic sources (see Kaf Hachayim, 
OC 25:94) that elevate its importance. 

Hefsek (interruption) in tefilla: While hef-
sek in SE is severe (Berachot 33a), there are 
different levels of hefsek. The most severe is 
to speak, whereas walking to a different place 
is more lenient and permitted for significant 
but modest need (Mishna Berura 104:10). 
While performing actions can be even 
more lenient, it depends how involved the 
action is. It seems clear that certain actions 
are too trivial to require special permission 
(e.g., wiping off some sweat). The Shulchan 

Forgot to Remove Tefillin 
Before Musaf of Rosh Chodesh
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Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by  
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare 
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad. 
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

Aruch (OC 97:4) allows adjusting one’s tal-
lit but not returning it if it fell (unless the 
situation harms his concentration – Mishna 
Berura, ad loc. 16; see also Mishna Berura 
96:7 regarding picking up a siddur that fell 
to the floor). Taking off tefillin thus seems to 
require real need. 

There is a machloket among poskim if one 
can do actions to enhance tefilla that if not 
done, will not cause a critical lacking in it 
(see Ishei Yisrael 32:21 regarding going to get 
a siddur to help with Al Hanisim; SE is valid 
without it). One could then say that if tefillin 
on during Musaf has some sort of negative 
impact on SE, then it should be appropriate 
to remove them within it, to fix the rest of 
SE. If it is just a mild preference to take them 
off and especially if the issue relates more 
to the tefillin than to the tefilla, then it is no 
worse than the siddur on the floor, and one 
should remove it only after SE. While one can 
bring arguments one way or the other, the 
Mishna Berura (25:61) states clearly that since 
removing the tefillin is just a minhag, one who 
forgot does not remove them during SE. 

After the fact, do not be too concerned that 
you removed them. Simple, well-intentioned 
hefsek does not disqualify SE (Shulchan 
Aruch, OC 104:6; see Mishna Berura ad 
loc. 25). Furthermore, it is possible that in 
your lack of certainty, you were considered 
one whose concentration is affected (see 
Mishna Berura 96:7, Ishei Yisrael 32:5; see 
Piskei Teshuvot 25:28 regarding this case). 
A compromise semi-removal, which some 

Acharonim advocate in borderline cases (see 
Kaf Hachayim, OC 25:99) would have been 
even easier to justify. One can move the 
tefillin shel rosh out of a position of mitzva 
relevance and slip a sleeve or cloth under 
the shel yad to make a chatzitza. This is likely 
not a hefsek (see above). 

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English  

or Hebrew contact: 
Eretz Hemdah–Gazit 

Rabbinical Court 
077-215-8-215 • Fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

6 Rooms   
200 sqm   

80 sqm outdoors
Amazing view

Lovely Cottage in Mitzpe Nevo

₪ 3,990,000

 +972 55‑666‑4667 
avi@capitil.com
License #3246246
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Machon Puah for Fertility and 
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

RABBI GIDEON WEITZMAN

Mutual 
Support

Last time we saw that Rabbi Henkin dis-
cussed the presence of the husband in the 
room when his wife gives birth. His responsa 
appears in his book, Bnei Banim, which is 
now being published in English, after having 
been translated by his wife, Rabbanit Chana 
Henkin, the acclaimed founder of Nishmat.

Rabbi Henkin points out that some poskim 
permitted doing certain acts in accordance 
with the woman giving birth’s requests, 
but these must only be done in an unusual 
manner, called shinui. This implies that the 
woman giving birth is the same as any other 
ill person with the same set of halachot. Per-
forming the act in an unusual way is neces-
sary to decrease the halachic severity of the 
potentially forbidden action.

Rabbi Henkin disagrees with this posi-
tion; he claims, as we saw last time, that the 
woman giving birth is a unique case. The 
Rabbis viewed her as needing the support 
and this is essential to enable her to survive 
the process of birth. The importance that the 
Rabbis and the halacha showed towards the 
woman giving birth’s mental state and the 
need to ensure that she would remain as 
calm as possible and need not worry unnec-
essarily, is unique and unlike any other sick 
individuals.

This brings us back to the question of the 
husband’s presence in the birthing room. 
Despite the halachic problems that can arise 
due to the wife’s halachic status, that we have 
discussed previously, it would appear that 
the husband plays a vital role.

In many cases, the husband would be the 
perfect person to calm his wife and afford 
her the mental and psychological support 
that she needs at this critical time. Just his 
presence and her knowledge that he is there, 
can calm the wife and enable her to relax to 
some degree as she enters the final stages 
of delivery.

Rabbi Henkin in his responsa determines 
that if the husband plays no role in a partic-
ular case then he should remain outside the 
room. But if the wife requests that he attends 
the birth, not only is it permitted for him to do 
so, rather, it is an obligation. This is similar to 
the permissibility and obligation to light the 
candle on Shabbat when the woman makes 
such a request.

I would add that this has become the 
norm in many hospitals, and husbands and 
wives widely celebrate the moment of birth 
together. This is a blessing and they offer 
mutual support and encouragement. 

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

• STYLE & COMFORT
• MANY COLORS & DESIGNS
• STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS
• FAST DELIVERY

Foldees.co.il  |  058-707-8181

FOLDING CHAIRSFOLDING CHAIRS

Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

GARDEN COTTAGE FOR SALE IN KATAMON
PEACEFUL, BEAUTIFUL, GARDEN DUPLEX,
122 SQM ON TWO LEVELS, 4.5 BEDROOMS, 3 FULL 
BATHS, PRIVATE LUSH GARDEN, PRIVATE PARKING, 
ELEVATOR, MAMAD, EXCELLENT CONDITION. 
ASKING PRICE: NIS 8,150,000

4-ROOM APT FOR SALE IN OLD KATAMON

BRIGHT AND AIRY 3 BEDROOM APT ON HAGDUD 
HAIVRI/PALMACH ST, 100 SQM., 2.5 BATHS, SMALL 
BALCONY, LARGE COMMON ROOF FOR SUKKAH, 
AMAZING VIEW OVER SOUTH JERUSALEM
ASKING PRICE: NIS 4,350,000

COUNTRY ESTATE IN EIN KEREM 

271 SQM HOME ON OVER 1 DUNAM OF LAND ON A 
QUIET HILL IN EIN KEREM, FOR RENOVATION, 
POTENTIAL FOR INCREDIBLE DREAM HOME
ASKING PRICE: NIS 9,800,000
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Koach Eitan and Congregation Ohr Hatorah Atlanta 
are collaborating with shuls and communities 
worldwide to learn about aphasia and advocate for 
greater inclusion within Jewish observance. This 
unique project will take place on Parshat Shemot, 
as we read the story of Moshe, the great Jewish 
leader who struggled with speech. 
What is Aphasia? Aphasia is a language 
impairment that can impact speech, reading, 
writing, and comprehension. Caused by damage to 
the language center of the brain, aphasia can be the 
result of stroke, brain injury or neurodegenerative 
diseases. Individuals with aphasia encounter 
significant challenges in their interactions with others.

Goal Seeking to raise awareness and foster 
understanding of aphasia, World Aphasia Shabbat 
aims to educate your community on effective 
communication strategies to include those affected 
by aphasia, empowering them to actively participate 
in Jewish life and engage with the community.

בס"ד

Koach Eitan, Israel
with Congregation Ohr HaTorah, Atlanta, USA

4th Annual 
World Aphasia 

Shabbat

Parshat Shemot • January 10, 
2026 - 21 Tevet 5786

"לא איש דברים אנכי… כי כבד פה וכבד לשון אנכי." 
)שמות ד:י(

"I am not a man of words… I am slow of speech."
)Shemot 4:10(

Register Today!

www.koacheitan.com

How to Participate Upon registering, you 
will receive educational materials including an 
explanation of aphasia's challenges, divrei Torah, 
a halachic guide to aphasia and disability, and 
communication tips. By dedicating a Shabbat to 
learning about aphasia, we hope to make Shabbat 
joyful for all community members.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.angelrealty.co.il 

For Sale in Efrat 
Zayit: 4 room apt. Stunning 
view. Elevator. 2,590,000 NIS 
Zayit: 3.5 room apt. 2.180.000 M 
Zayit: 3 room apt. next to the 
mall. 1,935,000 NIS 
Dagan: Beautiful 5 room apt.  
Succah balcony  3.690.000 NIS 
Dekel: 5 room stunning duplex 
140m with large balcony 3.19 M 
Dekel: 5 room apt. 2.750.000 NIS 
Te'ena: 6 room apt. 3.290.000 M 

:For Sale in Alon Shvut 
5.5 room garden apt. 160m 
2,550,000 NIS 

 
Gabi- 0524588716  

  

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation

Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice

Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909

Madar@netvision.net.il
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REBBETZIN MINDY MARCUS
A DVAR TORAH AND TRIBUTE TO RABBI MEYER FENDEL ZT"L 
FROM HIS DAUGHTER ON HIS FIRST YAHRZEIT

Yaakov comes to the well where he meets 
Rachel and the Midrash Breishit Rabba tells 
us that Yaakov is overwhelmed with a glimpse 
of his majestic future which is to come from 
him: twelve tribes, Kohanim, Leviyim, dynas-
ties with Ruach Hakodesh, Matan Torah, the 
Sanhedrin and the Beit Hamikdash.

Yaakov had left Eretz Yisrael physically, 
but his heart and soul are focused and con-
sumed by his resolve to return and actualize 
his aspirations and Divine promise for Am 
Yisrael, and the parsha ends with Yaakov 
returning to Machanayim, as the proud and 
regal Patriarch of our nation.

Can we, his spiritual heirs follow Yaakov's 
lead and after a detour from our destiny, find 
our way back?

Hoshea informs us that Bnei Yisrael have 
been gifted with a "navi mishamer," we are 
protected by the Navi Eliyahu who arouses 
Divine Mercy by mentioning the merits of our 
forefathers, specifically those of the twelve 
Shevatim. The Midrash Pesikta Rabati says 
that the miracles that will be done for Yisrael 
are in the merit of the twelve tribes. In Sefer 
Melachim, when Eliyahu wanted to bring 
Am Yisrael back to Hashem, he takes twelve 
stones and builds an altar

 ,"ויקח אליהו שתים עשרה אבנים למספר בני יעקב“
after which Am Yisrael call out "Hashem 

The haftara of Parashat Vayeitzei, excerpted 
from Hoshea, begins with Yaakov's depar-
ture to Aram and continues with the section 
"Shuva Yisrael," famous as the haftara for 
Shabbat Shuva read on the Shabbat between 
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. 

How is Yaakov's story in this week's Parsha 
connected to Hoshea's call to Am Yisrael to 
return to Hashem? 

At the beginning of the Parsha, after depart-
ing from his father's home in Beer Sheva, 
Yaakov articulates his deep desire to "return 
in peace to my father's house and Hashem 
will be for me a God." Rashi says that Yaakov's 
wish is to come back from Lavan's house, com-
plete, without sin, with his sterling character 
untainted, and Hashem's name made known 
in the world through him and his descendants. 

Yaakov Avinu's Dreams  
of Return – And Ours

GUEST DVAR TORAH
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hu Haelokim" and their sincere resolve of 
commitment to Hashem is accepted.

Hoshea's Nevua takes place before the exile 
of ten of the twelve tribes, Malchut Yisrael. 
Hoshea tells Bnei Yisrael how far they have 
strayed from Yaakov's aspirations and the 
subsequent consequence of being driven 
from the Land, solidifying the rift and divi-
sion within Am Yisrael. 

Towards the end of his nevua, however, 
Hoshea is uniquely encouraging: Shuva Yis-
rael! Yes, you have stumbled and sinned, but 
you are still Hashem's beloved Yisrael. Your 
Teshuva can reach up to the Kisei Hakavod! 
Hoshea not only urges us to do Teshuva, but 
tells us how to do so:

Don't be disillusioned by the distance your 
sins have created between you and Hashem, 
your confession and desire to change will 
restore the relationship. 

"קחו עמכם דברים“ 
Realize the power of the "voice of Yaakov." 

Use your speech for words of prayer and 
Torah study and reaching out to create bonds 
with others.

"וקח טוב“
Hoshea instructs us to ask Hashem to 

take our good deeds and let them replace 
our destructive ones, urging us to focus on 
grabbing opportunities to do mitzvot, acts of 
loving kindness and concern for others, and 
get back on track. 

 Just like Yaakov Avinu lays down on one 
stone, comprised of 12 stones which united 
under his head, so, too, must we join, with our 
different roles, strengths and weaknesses and 
vow to maintain the integrity and indivisible 
unity of the twelve sons of Yaakov and show 
our unshakeable devotion to Hashem. In this 
merit, may we see the Beit Hamikdash restored, 

our whole nation back in our Father's Home. 
 This haftara was read last year on Shabbat 

morning when my father, Rabbi Meyer Fendel, 
zatzal, left this world. His legacy of bringing 
back so many to Hashem, His Torah and Land 
with complete Ahavat Yisrael is legendary and 
continues to guide and impact us profoundly, 
especially in our times. 
Together with my 
mother, Rebbetzin Goldie 
Fendel, a"h, who passed 
away a day before Shab-
bat Shuva, their joint 
haftara echoes with the 
messages of their life's 
journey and mission. 

Mrs. Mindy Marcus, youngest of the four Fendel 
children, has enjoyed teaching Tanach for over thirty 
years in Ahavat Yisrael Banot and other venues.

Rabbi Meyer Fendel, ztl, started day schools across 
the United States for Torah Umesorah in the 1940s 
and then founded the Orthodox community of 
West Hempstead, NY and the Hebrew Academy 
of Nassau County, which he led for over three 
decades. He and his Rebbetzin made Aliya in 1985 
and continued to educate and inspire at Camp Nvei 
Ashdod, Midreshet Moriah, and in their open home. 
The Fendels impacted thousands of lives and are 
survived by their children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren, all living in Israel.

Rabbi Meyer Fendel zt"l
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Daniel asks:
 Aleeza, my candidate, often faces this 

situation. I would love to hear your advice. 
What do you do when there’s a really good 
connection between two people, but one side 
just doesn’t feel physically attracted to the 
other? Personality-wise it’s a great match, 
they get along, share values, and feel com-
fortable, but the attraction just isn’t there. 
Should they keep trying or move on?

Aleeza answers:
 This is one of the most common and 

delicate questions I hear, and I understand 
why it’s so confusing. When the heart says 
yes but the eyes say I’m not sure, it creates 
an emotional tug-of-war. You don’t want to 

force something that isn’t there, but you also 
don’t want to walk away from something 
that could grow into something beautiful.

There are many kinds of attractions. Some 
people feel instant chemistry; others develop 
attraction over time, as emotional connec-
tion deepens. Both paths are possible. The 
question is not “Am I attracted right now?” 
but “Is the attraction growing more or less 
over time?”

Physical connection matters, it’s part of 
building a marriage, but it doesn’t need 
to be fireworks from the first moment. 
Sometimes, when we feel safe, respected, 
and emotionally seen, our heart starts to 
open, and what once saw as neutral begins 
to look beautiful. I’ve seen it happen often: 
the person who didn’t “fit the picture” at 
first becomes the person you can’t imagine 
life without.

At the same time, we don’t want to deny 
reality. If after several dates, you feel abso-
lutely nothing, not even warmth, comfort, 
or curiosity, that may be Hashem’s way of 
saying this isn’t your match. But before 
deciding, give it a fair chance. See the per-
son in different settings. Notice how you feel 
around them and notice if how they look 
shifts slightly for the good after a date. Some-
times, attraction hides behind friendship 

 לעילוי נשמת 
מאיר יצחק בן יוסף אליהו הכהן ז”ל

When the Heart Connects 
but the Eyes Hesitate

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
Several brand new apartments for sale on  
Mekor Chaim street - Spacious 3 & 4 rooms, 
mirpeset, storage, parking & Shabbat elevator.  
From 3.09m shekel
Great opportunity to buy in a new building 
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot 
2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices start  
at just 2.39m shekel
Awesome opportunity in Baka - Spacious, quiet 
& light, 5 rooms, in a small and modern building, 
elevator, parking, storage and a Mirpest 7.6m shekel
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Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking 
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With 
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors, 
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a 
Wedding every 2 days!

waiting for permission to appear.
And if you’re the one who feels rejected 

please know it’s not about your worth or 
beauty. Everyone has their own “match of the 
eyes” just as they have a “match of the soul.”

Sometimes a match will shift and you’ll 
see and feel something you didn’t feel at 
first. Other times someone will just feel like 
a good friend with no romantic potential. 
An extra date or few will help you to know 
the difference.

May you have patience through the pro-
cess and you come to clarify. 

Aleeza 

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!

  +972 54‑766‑0338  
yitz@capitil.com
License #30832453

turnkey in greek colony w/sukkah Elazar Hamodai st.

3 Rooms   
70 sqm   

3.5 Rooms   
95 sqm   

Sukkah balcony
Shabbat elevator

Parking & storage
Shabbat elevator

₪ 3,750,000

₪ 4,900,000

beautifully renovated in heart of baka Gad st.
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

MICHAEL GLAZER
MADRICH

GUARDING THE MIND: YAAKOV’S STONES
The Lubavitcher Rebbe asks: Why did the 

stones surround only Yaakov’s head and not 
his entire body?

Quoting Rashi, the Rebbe explains using a 
verse from Tehillim -“יגיע כפיך כי תאכל” -which 
teaches that a person must use his hands to 
work, but must protect his mind.

This teaches us that while hard work is 
important, we must not allow it to dominate 
our thoughts or distract us from our connec-
tion with Hashem. Yaakov was about to face 
years of intense labor in Lavan’s house, and 
he needed to remain spiritually strong.

That is why the stones protected his head -sym-
bolizing the need to guard our thoughts, values, 
and spiritual clarity. When we keep our minds 
focused on holiness and purpose, our actions 
naturally follow. The Rebbe reminds us that true 
success is not only working hard, but keeping 
our minds centered on what truly matters.

AMICHAI GOLDSTEIN
9TH GRADE, MODI’IN

THE LADDER OF CONNECTION
At the beginning of the parsha, we read 

about Yaakov’s dream of a ladder standing 
on the ground and reaching the heavens, 
with angels going up and down. Hashem 
then promises Yaakov that his children will 
inherit the land.

The dream is clearly meaningful to Yaa-
kov, but the symbolism of the ladder and 
the angels is not immediately clear. One 
explanation is that the ladder represents 
the connection between the person on the 
ground , Yaakov, and Hashem above. The 
angels moving up and down symbolize the 
ongoing relationship between the physical 
and the spiritual.

A ladder can only stand if it has a firm 
base. So too, our connection to Hashem can 
only be fully realized through the Land of 
Israel. Hashem’s promise teaches Yaakov 
that the land beneath him, Eretz Yisrael, will 
be inherited by him and his descendants, 
and that this land is the foundation for a 
deep, lasting connection with Hashem. 

Handyman / Plumber
Shmuel Rosenzweig

Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418 
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RECHAVIA 
Newly Renovated

Apartment
• 140+ Meters

Entrance on Street Level
4 Bedrooms
2 Baths
Large Washer/Dryer Room
Dining/Living Room
Security Room
Sukkah Porch

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR RENT

Call Moish
052-423-5321

A New Series IN KATAMON for Women 
With  Rabbi Y. Y. Rubinstein

Based on his Bestselling book ....

“Truly Great...Jewish Women Then and Now”

Rabbi YY Rubinstein is a global lecturer, columnist and 
author of 14 books. He spent seven years in Gateshead 

Yeshiva, plus three in Kollel and has taught in Yeshivas and 
Seminaries for over 40 years.

For more information 
Call Rebecca 050 269 3111 or Elisa 055 336 4073 

Sundays 11:30 am, 
Ben Tabai Street, KATAMON 

Discover hidden facts from the lives of the 
greatest women of Tanach like Sarah, Rachel, 
Tamar and Esther as well as the lives of those 
less well known like Avrohom’s mother Amoslai 
Bat Karnovo and David’s mother, Nitzevet Bat 
Adiel. Each shiur also introduces you to a 
contemporary great Jewish women.
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35mins 6months 8mins
TO JERUSALEM TO MOVE IN FROM RBS

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES FROM 262 SQM, STARTING AT   6.5 MILLION

When you dreamed of living in Israel, is this what you imagined?  
Not an elevator and a mirpeset — but a backyard for the little 

ones,  a basement for Saba and Savta, and Shabbat kiddush in the 
street with neighbors. The soul of a yishuv. The comfort of home. 
Welcome to The Ridge in Giv'ot Eden.

The Yishuv dream is real
& it comes with a basement

QUESTIONS?  QUESTIONS?  
BE IN TOUCHBE IN TOUCH

EDENHILLS.CO.ILEDENHILLS.CO.IL



OU ISRAEL CENTER 95

 e m a t a i . org

 R0BERT M. BEREN MEDICAL HALACHA HELPLINE

R 0 B E R T  M .  B E R E N 

M E D I C A L  H A L AC H A  H E L P L I N E 
Available 24/7  .  Confidential   .   Trus ted Rabbinic Guidance

Prayers & Inspiration for Times of Illnes s and Recover y
T E F I L A H  P R O J E C T

Navigate Aging and End-of-Life 
with Jewish Wisdom & Halacha

Endor s ed by the Rabbinic al  C ouncil  of  Americ a

A DVA N C E  H E A LT H C A R E  D I R E C T I V E 
&  C O N V E R S AT I O N  G U I D E

RMB Medical Halacha Helpline is headed by  Rabbi 
Dr. Shlomo Brody, Ematai’s executive director, and 
Rabbi Dr. Jason Weiner, Ematai’s senior consultant +1-646-599-3895

4

© Ematai 2023

Navigate Healthcare Choices with Jewish Wisdom

Healthcare Proxy and Directive

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Name:           Date of Birth:    

Address:             

Telephone:            

HEALTHCARE PROX Y

Name:         

Relationship to You:        

Cellphone Number:        

Other Number:        

Primary Email:         

Other Email:        

I designate the 

following person to act 

on my behalf if at any 

time I am not able to 

make or communicate 

healthcare decisions 

for myself:

HEALTHCARE PROX Y (ALTERNATES)

ALTERNATE 1

Name:         

Relationship to You:        

Cellphone Number:        

Other Number:        

Email Address:        

ALTERNATE 2

Name:         

Relationship to You:        

Cellphone Number:        

Other Number:        

Email Address:        

If the person 

named above is 

unable, unwilling or 

unavailable to act as 

my agent, I hereby 

designate:
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A Feast of Thanks, 
A DAF for Giving
Whether or not you celebrate Thanksgiving, you can 
always extend appreciation to the people of Israel. 
Jgive donor-advised funds let you turn gratitude 
into impact. 

Give in Israel. 

Learn more at platinum@jgive.com or scan the 
QR code to get started:

Get global tax benefits.


