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COVER IMAGE Photographed by Elisheva Derovan-Elbaz
e | grew up in Los Angeles and made aliyah in 2005. This is a picture | took from my
"~ mirpeset in Maale Adumim. | am so grateful to get this view every day and to live

s in this beautiful land. This picture reminds me that Hashem is present in every
aspect of our lives in Eretz Yisrael.

£ We continue to pray for the return of all the kedoshim from Gaza.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

€ Kiddush Levana
Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad: 4 Kislev/Sun. night Nov. 23
7 Days After Molad: 8 Kislev/ Thurs. night Nov. 27
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Kislev/Thurs. night Dec. 4

& Rosh Chodesh is Thurs night Nov 20th, and Fri Nov 21st

2 TORAH TIDBITS 1636 / TOLDOT



CANDLE LIGHTING
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Last week, I wrote about my experience
making aliyah over 40 years ago and what
my parents did to inculcate the idea of the
importance of the Land and the places in Eretz
Yisrael. Some people wrote to me asking me
how my parents were able to pick up and
go when it wasn’t so easy. To me, part of the
answer has to be Bnei Akiva. My father was
very involved in Bnei Akiva in America, with
the encouragement of his parents, and it was
a major influence on his life, spurring him
to look into taking the plunge and coming to
Israel.

I grew up going to Bnei Akiva in Kedumim
and Mitzpeh Navo, Maaleh Adumim for a

On the 1* yahrtzeit of
Rabbi Meyer Fendel 1

We would like to invite the
community to an evening of

DIVREI TORAH, SIYUMIM
AND REMEMBRANCE

Tuesday, November 25"
(the eve of 6 Kislev) at 7:30pm
Beit Tovei Ha’ir
36 Malchei Yisrael, Yerushalayim

It would be a great zechut to
share this iluy neshama with you

Loving children:
Hillel, Raizie (Steinberg),
Duv, Mindy (Marcus) and families
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number of years. When Shabbat Toldot would
come around, I would get excited for Shabbat
Irgun. I was never really able to get to the bot-
tom of the name of “Shabbat Irgun,” but unlike
every Shabbat when most of the kids in my
class would get together and go to a Peulah
on Shabbat afternoon, Parshat Toldot had a
month of preparation and hard work prepar-
ing a dance, painting a wall with a mural that
had to do with the topic of that year and so
much more. I was in 4th grade when I started,
and I enjoyed the programming so much. I
remember some of the lessons my madrich
taught us, but more than that, I remember
clearly the warmth and acceptance that my
madrich and the other advisors showed me.

I never really stopped being involved in the
informal education model. During my youth, I
continued in Bnei Akiva as a Madrich, went to
Or Etzion which is a Bnei Akiva yeshiva high
school, and also went to Ariel which is another
youth group. Youth groups succeed because
they make sure that they operate beyond
the standard educational curriculum. Often,
its Shabbat activities take place in the later
afternoon of Shabbat, and learning was not
done because there would be an exam, but
because you wanted to listen to those just a
little older and a little wiser than you. It gave
us values, and people to look up to.

As an adult, I ran NCSY in Vancouver and
the North West of USA and Canada for 5 years
and have had the privilege of being involved in
Bnei Akiva Givat Ze’ev. I have informal Shab-
bat / Chag Onegs at my house in Givat Ze’ev



many times a year, where teenagers
come over in order to have Torah
programming on Friday night.
With tons of food, nosh, rugelach,
and candy, they are so happy to sit
and discuss the parsha, or Jewish
ethics, things we could learn from :
and be inspired by, and how we
could become better leaders of the
Jewish people.

This is the essence of informal
education - being able to learn without hav-
ing to sit down with a book in a classroom
or in a Beit Midrash with structure and time
and expectations. And clearly, it works. It's an
interesting statistic that the numbers of high
ranking officers in the IDF for example, are
much higher, proportionally, among those who
go to youth groups throughout their elementary
school and high school, than those who don’t.

Interestingly, only about 20% of the popu-
lation actually go to youth groups. The vast
majority don’t. When we opened our OU Israel
Youth Centers in twenty two different cities
across Israel, we started it with the under-
standing that we have to create a different
type of system, learning from NCSY in North
America, and Bnei Akiva, regarding how to
reach and have an honest conversation with
teenagers today.

When teens feel out of sorts, disconnected
from their community, what they’re really
looking for are friends and role models. For
them to change their lives for the better, they
need the support in a much closer way than
some older teacher telling them what to do.
And madrichim who help guide and have
that ability to be that type of role model, to
be that type of person that is going to really
guide the next generation, have a tremendous
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zechut. Ilook at NCSY advisors, I1ook at our
Youth Center advisors, and I am blown away
by the realization that they have a real part
in shaping the future of the Jewish people.
We opened NCSY in Israel 10 years ago. It
has been growing every year since. I continue
to be inspired by the incredible team we have
running NCSY Israel. They are all role models
and remarkable individuals. This past week-
end, we had 205 NCSYers from ninth to twelfth
grade who got together in Kfar Etzion for an
NCSY Shabbaton. I saw the amazing pictures
and videos, both before and after Shabbat,
and how amazingly it was run. I saw such a
beautiful blend of English-speaking teenagers
living in Israel, who come to NCSY in Israel and
become even more passionate about Israel,
the people of Israel, and the Torah of Israel.
The Regional Director of NCSY Israel, Rabbi
Yosef Ginsberg, shared with me such a won-
derful email that came in from a thankful
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Abraham Rubinstein s~
On his 28™ yahrzeit 4 Kislev

Mark & Livia Rottenberg
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mother of an attendee:

“I just wanted to take a moment to thank
you as well as everyone else who worked so
hard to make this NCSY Shabbaton a success.
A parent of a teen mentioned that their teen
has not stopped talking about it since she got
home, and is already chatting with a bunch
of kids that she met over the weekend. Aliyah
is so hard for these teens and I can't tell you
what a difference it makes in their lives for
them to have the opportunity to meet other
kids in the same boat! Thank you, thank you.”

When you hear these stories, you get to
understand the impact that NCSY can have
on so many different teenagers’ lives, and
how they're going to make the right choices
in becoming the true leaders that they could
and should be for the Jewish people. Over the
last two years, Klal Yisrael has lost too many
of its leaders. We need our teens to grow into
the leaders of the future, both in the Torah
world and in the IDF, as well as many other
leadership positions across the country. By
encouraging and modeling leadership from
a young age, they can believe in themselves
and find roles and a way of life that is so mean-
ingful and so purposeful.

So for those of you that are in Bnei Akiva
and celebrating Shabbat Irgun this Shabbat,
in Ariel, Ezra, NCSY or any other youth group
out there, if you're reading this, then I say “Kol
Hakavod” to you. I hope you enjoy the fun,

Condolences to
Yossi Amsel and family
on the passing of his mother

Mina Rivka Amsel a”h
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the games, and the food. But more than that,
I hope you make sure to listen to the words of
your advisors, listen to their lessons, and you
will rise so high. And if you’re an advisor or
madrich in one of these youth groups,  hope
you realize how crucial you are to the Jewish
story as a role model for our youth. I hope
you understand that you are constantly being
looked at by the younger generation that is so
desperately looking for people that they could
look up to, and that you have that privilege of
being in that position. So take advantage of it,
and you will see the incredible fruits of your
labor for many decades to come.

Hadar Goldin hy”d, whose body was returned
this week after 11 years of Hamas captivity,
served as an advisor in Bnei Akiva. For the last
11 years, in our OU Israel Teen Centers, we have
taught Hadar’s derech of learning Torah, of love
for the Land of Israel, and of being moser nefesh
for Klal Yisrael, to our youth.

His return home and proper burial has
granted tremendous consolation to the entire
nation, but especially to his family, his incred-
ible parents, Simcha and Leah, who fought
so hard on his behalf. I met them a number
of times and I saw the endless fire in them
to bring their son home. To see how many
people came to the levaya to give respect and
to thank him is really remarkable.

I want to wish you all B’ezrat Hashem a
healthy winter. I thank Hakadosh Baruch Hu
for the endless blessings He gives us. B’ezrat
Hashem, we should be able to see the next
generation becoming the leaders of tomorrow.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,ﬁ_‘ =
L7
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
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* Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
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RABBI MOSHE HAUER ZT"L 4

0 J ORTHODOX
IO 8

Rabbi Moshe Hauer’s zt”1 divrei Torah were enthusiastically read each week by tens of
thousands of readers of Torah Tidbits. His sudden death this past Shemini Atzeret came
as a shock to our community and to the Jewish world at large. In the coming weeks and
months we will honor Rabbi Hauer’s memory by publishing some of his most compelling
and thought-provoking divrei Torah. May the study of his exquisite words of Torah be a
source of chizuk and bring blessing to his memory.

The Soft Voice of the
True Torah Personality

In this piece, from 2024, Rabbi Hauer zt”l
alludes to those who use strident voices
when disagreeing with others, even when
the substance of the disagreement is just.
The voice of one truly influenced by the
Torah is one that maintains its pleasant-
ness in every interaction.

Torah was given to shape our personalities
and to inform and uplift our every interac-
tion, integrating our learning with our values
and actions and producing people of wisdom,
faith, and elevated character. These qualities
are bundled into the single phrase “hakol kol

Condolences to
Rabbi & Mrs. Shlomo Marcus
on the passing of their daughter

TALI LIBA an

DY 11X *HAR INY PN DOINNR ONY DIPNRD

8 TORAH TIDBITS 1636 / TOLDOT

Yaakov, that voice is the distinct voice of Yaa-
kov,” describing a voice with three qualities:
First, it was pleasant and appealing, m’daber
b’lshon tachanunim, free of the gruff and
demanding assertiveness characteristic of
Eisav. Second, it was faithful, shem shamayim
shagur b’piv, spurning human arrogance in
favor of humble prayer and acknowledgment
of our dependence on G-d. Finally, it was wise
and searching as it engaged in the unending
pursuit of the wisdom of Torah. The power
of G-d and His Torah to shape man in His
image is visible only when all these qualities
come together in the Torah personality, as
Rambam (Yesodei Hatorah 5:11) wrote, based
on Yoma 86a:

When a Torah scholar conducts himself
carefully, speaks pleasantly, relates well
socially, greets people warmly, does not
humiliate them even when he is humiliated
by them, honors even those who disrespect
him, is trustworthy, and does not while away



his time in idle social settings but is seen at
all times studying Torah, wrapped in tzitzit,
crowned with tefillin, carrying out all his
deeds beyond the measure of the law in a
way that does not seem alien and extreme
and that leads others to praise him, love him,
and find his deeds worthy of emulation - such
a person sanctifies Hashem’s name. The verse
[Isaiah 49:3]: "And He said to me: Israel, you
are My servant, in whom I will be glorified™
refers to him.

Thus, even when Yaakov had to deceive
his father so that he would be empowered
by his blessings and prevent the dominance
of his wicked brother Eisav, he could not and
would not compromise on his characteris-
tic humility, pleasantness, and refinement.
While he disguised himself in Eisav’s clothes
and used the hairy goatskins to cover up the
smooth skin on his arms, he chose to risk
discovery rather than speak even for a few
moments with his brothers’ language and
tone (see Rashi to Bereishit 27:21-22). Yaakov
represented the ideal image of man whose
beauty was reminiscent of that of Adam (Bava
Batra 58a), the original person created in
G-d’s image and endowed with the uniquely
human power of speech. That capacity was
the ultimate tool of human relationship and
must always reflect the tzelem Elokim, the
divine image within us.

Yaakov even did his best towards Eisav.
While he did what he had to do in taking
from him the birthright and the blessings,
he understood how justifiably angry Eisav
was with him. Rather than “being angry
back” and perpetuating the confrontation,
Yaakov left for a while to allow things to
calm down, and then — upon his return -
made every effort to minimize their tensions

by humbling himself before Eisav and even
claiming defeat rather than triumph (see
parshat Vayishlach).

“Hakol kol Yaakov, that voice is the distinct
voice of Yaakov.” Torah scholars and all those
who speak in the name of Torah bring honor
to Torah when they display unrelenting
humility and pleasantness, demonstrating
gratitude rather than triumphalism, and
refusing to adopt the voice of Eisav, the gruff,
arrogant, and strident language and tone of
the political battlefield. m

gHashem.promlsed
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We invite you to see for yourself
the most beautiful sea shore
from the sea-view Apartments
we have for sale and rent!

_Ashke..on Properties
LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

All your jewelry needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any geld/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-0627
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QU Israel’s Gindi Teen First Responder Leadership Program
is an initiative designed to equip QU Israel Teen Centers
participants with emergency response skills while
fostering leadership and community responsibility.

The program includes hands-on trainings, professional 4 "m“r W ..“‘ J“ u‘\“ ‘,m.,l g i

qf =r

seminars, and community service, ensuring participants
gain experience in areas such as first aid, firefighting,
and rescue operations. This program was created by OU
Israel Teen Centers staff as a way to empower teens in the
aftermath of October 7th. This year, there are 88 teens
currently training in the program through structured
sessions led by expert instructors and emergency service
professionals. It mission is to transform teens into
proactive community leaders.

Each group has completed multiple training sessions,
covering topics such as leadership, emergency response
techniques, and volunteer work. The program collaborates
with municipal partners incduding home front command
and fire departments as well as organizations including
Yedidim, Magen and Elisha Medical Training for certification
in emergency response, first aid, and vehicle rescue.

Each week we share one of OU Israel’s impactful programs
helping English-speaking Olim with their Klita and
impacting Israeli society.
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Young Adult Medical Care
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”’h
1"y 17970 1YY 19X N2 XOYD MN
Mother of Reuven Tradburks

PARSHAT TOLDOT

This is the one and only parsha of Yitzchak
and Rivka’s life. Rivka has twins, Esav and
Yaakov. Yaakov buys the birthright from Esav.
Yitzchak goes to Gerar in a famine, is told not
to leave the Land, digs the wells Avraham
dug and renews the pact with Avimelech.
Yitzchak is elderly, plans to give the blessing
to Esav but is deceived by Yaakov. Esav wants
to kill Yaakov. Yaakov travels to Padan Aram
S0 as not to marry a woman from Canaan.

"/‘ 1ST ALIYA (25:19-26:6)
’/k\“ Yitzchak is 40 when he marries

Rivka. He prays for her as she is
barren. She is troubled by her pregnancy
and is told she has 2 nations in her womb.
She bears them when Yitzchak is 60. Yitzchak
loves Esav, Rivka loves Yaakov. Yaakov buys
the birthright from Esav for a pot of lentil
soup. Yitzchak journeys to Gerar in a famine.

May the learning from this issue of
Torah Tidbits be y"yY

Pinchas Eedel ben Moshe 21
o I 12 DTN DM

on his 9" Yahrtzeit - t”ywn oot

In honor of
his great devotion to daily learning
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G-d tells him not to go to Egypt but to dwell
in the Land, as it is promised to him.

This is the parsha of succession. Yitzchak
has now taken Avraham’s place, Rivka has
taken Sarah’s. And the next generation is
born.

In this parsha, we need to work to read
the stories in real time, with the figures not
knowing what we know. We know the rest of
the Torah; the promise to Avraham that his
descendants will inherit the Land of Israel
will take a long time to come true. In fact,
the Torah ends and it still has not happened.

But that is with hindsight. It is hard for us
to read the Torah as if we don’t know what
is going to happen next because we know
the Torah so well. But we need to read the
story of Yitzchak in his shoes. I propose here
a way of reading the story in that way in an
attempt to explain the events of the parsha
in a unified thematic fashion.

Avraham was given a promise that his
descendants will inherit the Land. Does
Yitzchak assume that means him? That
Yitzchak will be the first generation to begin
to be rooted in the Land? He will begin the job
of initiating the Jewish presence in the Land.

After all, Avraham told his servant that
Yitzchak will not, under any circumstances,
leave the Land of Israel if the wife he finds
does not want to come to Israel. How is
Yitzchak to understand that? I guess, because
we are beginning the project of building the
Land.

And now too. There is a famine. Everyone



runs to Egypt in a famine because the Nile is a
reliable source of water and so Egypt escapes
the famine. But here Yitzchak is told by G-d
Himself - do not leave. Dwell in this Land.

This Divine command to not leave the Land
follows Avraham’s command to his servant
to not take Yitzchak out of the Land when
searching for a wife.

Yitzchak clearly gets the message from both
his father and from G-d that his destiny is the
Land of Israel. All of his actions need to be
seen from his eyes; that his life’s work is to
root the people in this Land.

Yet, what about the dreadful prediction to
Avraham that his children would be strangers
in a strange land, afflicted there, and then
would leave with great wealth? Yitzchak must
assume that the dreadful prediction is a meta-
phor. You will be strangers in a strange land is
how Avraham described himself in the Land
of Israel — ger v’toshav - I am a stranger in the
Land. And Avraham and Sarah suffered from
infertility for 100 and 90 years respectively.
Avraham was blessed with wealth. So the
strangers in a strange land, afflicted, great
wealth has all happened.

It could very well be that Yitzchak assumes
that his job is to actualize the promises to
Avraham, that his children will inherit this
Land. Building the Jewish presence in the
Land is a big job. It takes work. He sets out
to build the Jewish nation in the Land. With
both his sons. This project of nation building
will need all hands on deck. It will need the
varied talents of both his sons. Oh, how well
we know that nation building needs spiritual
power. And good soldiers too. Yaakov the man
of spirit. And Esav, the powerful man of the
field.

And perhaps Yaakov knows this as well.

He buys the birthright. The birthright is a
benefit to one brother over the other. Not an
exclusion. An added portion. Perhaps Yaakov
too wants to prevail; not to the exclusion of
Esav but to have the spirit prevail over power.

"‘ 2ND ALIYA (26:7-12)
k\" Yitzchak and Rivka are in Gerar.

He says she is his sister. Avimel-
ech realizes she is his wife and challenges
Yitzchak. Avimelech instructs all not to touch
her. Yitzchak plants that year and the crop
yield is 100-fold (meah shearim).

Yitzchak plants crops in a famine. And gets
a 100-fold yield. That is not normal.

Wow, Yitzchak must think: the promise of
the Jewish people settling this Land is coming
true in my time. We are being blessed.

To build a state you need to begin planting
—shepherds are not state builders. Farmers
are. He plants. And what would you think if
you planted in a famine and got a 100-fold
yield? G-d is with me. My state building is
being rewarded from above. Time to take
more steps to build the state.

v 3RD ALIYA (26:13-22)

k\ ‘ Yitzchak prospers greatly, with
many flocks. He digs the wells

Avraham dug but were filled in by the Phi-
listines. Avimelech tells him to move away. He
digs more wells of Avraham. Finally, when he
digs wells that are not contested, he declares
that he has been fruitful.

All the wells end well. That’s 5 well
diggings.

Why did the Philistines fill in the wells?
That sounds quite odd.

These wells are for the wellbeing of the
impending Jewish state. Yitzchak is intent
on these wells; he is digging the wells for
agriculture. The shepherd is transitioning
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to agriculture; state building demands
agriculture.

And the people of Gerar are onto him - they
smell an adversary, intent on taking their
land. Hence, they oppose his wells.

"‘ 4TH ALIYA (26:23-29)
k" Yitzchak journeys to Beersheva.

G-d tells him not to fear, for He is
with him as He was with Avraham. Yitzchak
builds an altar and calls in G-d’s name. Avi-
melech comes to renew the pact, though if
any harm be done to him, the pact is off.

Why does Avimelech want this pact?

Avimelech is afraid that Yitzchak will harm
him. He senses that a confrontation with
Yitzchak is looming. He senses Yitzchak is
preparing for a state, something Avraham did
not do. And this state will be at Avimelech’s
expense. The pact is not lovey-dovey. It is a
security pact. When you gain power, don’t
harm me.

"‘ 5TH ALIYA (26:30-27:27)
k" Esav marries at 40 taking
Canaanite wives, to the conster-
nation of Yitzchak and Rivka. Yitzchak is
elderly. He instructs Esav to bring freshly
caught venison after which he will bless
him. Rivka interferes and instructs Yaakov
to imitate Esav. Yitzchak is suspicious but
Yaakov’s disguise is convincing.

The story of Yitzchak wanting to bless Esav
can be seen as the next chapter of his state
building. Because, while Yitzchak seems to do
all the things that Avraham did, this blessing
has no precedent. Avraham did not bless his
children at the end of his life. Why is Yitzchak
doing this?

Yitzchak figures both his sons are going to
lead the next generation of the Jewish peo-
ple, the generation of state building. There
14 TORAH TIDBITS 1636 / TOLDOT

is no reason to think otherwise; they are
twins, both born of the same mother. And
they are complementary leaders. Yaakov is
the thoughtful leader. But military power is
not his thing. It is Esav’s. A great pair. Spirit
and power.

Yitzchak does not intend to bless just one
son, but both. He intends to bless Esav in
worldly matters, Esav’s strength. To com-
plement Yaakov, not replace him.

Rivka sees it all differently. Because she
got that message when she was pregnant
— 2 nations, not one. She does not accept
Yitzchak’s fanciful dream that state building
has arrived. The Jewish future has a circu-
itous path before it gets to settling this Land.
And that message that she received of two
nations. Well, if the Jewish people is going to
be one of these two of my children, not both,
it isn’t going to be Esav.

"‘ 6TH ALIYA (27:28-28:4)
k\“ Yitzchak gives the blessing to

Yaakov. Esav arrives soon after.
When the deception is discovered, Esav is
incensed, intent on killing Yaakov. Rivka
urges Yitzchak to send Yaakov to Padan Aram
to find a wife — and save his life.

The blessing, intended for Esav, is for
agricultural blessing from the heavens.
And power. In Yitzchak’s mind, the Jewish
people will require economic success as well
as military prowess. And that is the blessing
to Esav — a perfect partner to Yaakov, the
thoughtful leader.

Rivka’s intervention, to avoid the blessing
going to Esav, shapes Jewish history. And in
this, Rivka follows in Sarah’s footsteps. Sarah
banished Yishmael and G-d told Avraham
to listen to her. Rivka, in her way, banishes
Esav. And Yitzchak knows that in the end she



is correct; that only one of their children will
inherit the covenant, the other won’t. The
Jewish women prevail and chart the future
of our people.
R 7TH ALIYA (28:5-9)

ﬁ Esav sees that the Canaanite

: women he took are frowned upon.
He marries Yishmael’s daughter.

Esav marries at 40, like Yitzchak. He wants
to walk in his father’s footsteps, claiming his
father’s legacy. He takes a daughter of Yish-
mael, in other words, his cousin, as Yitzchak
married Rivka, his cousin. Just like his father.

But it is a hollow walk. It is imitation not
replication. Checking off a box, not assump-
tion of a legacy.

The parsha began with Esav selling the
birthright and despising it. The parsha
ends with a farcical attempt to recover that
despised legacy by marrying someone at the
same age and stage as his father. A hollow
imitation. m
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’k\‘ MITZVOT

None of the 613 mitzvot are in Toldot,
however, as we mention often, there are
Midot and values and other lessons to be
learned. This is one of 17 mitzva-less sedras,
9 of which are in Sefer Bereshit, 3 in Shemot,
none in Vayikra, 2 in Bamidbar, and 3 in
Devarim.
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Veteran readers of this column are famil-
iar with my paternal grandfather, Chaim
Yitzchak Weinreb. He was an old-school
Jew, with roots in the region of eastern
Poland known as Galicia. He had studied
under renowned Talmudists back in the
old country, and his fervent wish was to see
his grandchildren grow up to be dedicated
Talmud students.

I'was his oldest grandchild and discovered
from a very early age just how determined
he was to steer me in what he was convinced
was the right direction. I particularly remem-
ber the time he visited my parents’ home
when I was in the seventh or eighth grade. I
had just received my report card and proudly
showed it to him. I felt it was a pretty good
report card, but for him, anything less than
perfection was inadequate. After one glance,

May the Torah learned
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
be y”yY our beloved parents

Max & Doris Weinberger z”1
9127 12 9PN
Yoo D

y IMOY YR N2 HIRY NIAT
o> 7

Greatly missed by us all
Rav Aryeh & Devora Weinberger
Bernie & Leah Weinberger
Hannah & Menachem Katten
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
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he noticed just how uneven my academic
performance was.

He spoke to me in Yiddish, unadulterated
by English phrases—pure, old-fashioned
Yiddish. He protested that my grades were
spotty. “You did very well in Chumash, Bible,
but not nearly as good in Talmud. How can
one truly know the Bible if he is ignorant of
Talmud?”

I responded defensively by saying that I
saw no connection between the Bible por-
tions of Bereshit that we were then studying
and the tractate of Bava Metzia, our Talmud
text that year. “The Chumash is full of great
stories, but the Talmud is only about legal
arguments, some of which are over my head.”

He smiled and said that if I would give him
an hour on the upcoming Friday night, he
would give me kugel and soda, teach me a
song, and demonstrate how the Talmud elu-
cidates the Bible, in an “amazing” way. Only
he didn’t say “amazing,” he said “vunderbar.”

That Friday, true to his word, and he was
always true to his word, he personally served
me the kugel and soda, taught me a song that
he had learned from the old rabbi of his
now-extinct shtetl, and asked me to review
with him a short passage in this week’s Torah
portion, Parshat Toldot (Genesis 25:19-28:9).

You know the story. Esau, the older brother,
comes in from the field, famished. He finds
his younger brother, Jacob, cooking a pot of



stew and asks for some of it. Jacob is willing
to give it to him, but for a price. He demands
that Esau first sell him his birthright; that is,
the material and spiritual privileges that
come with being the first-born. Translated
literally, he says: “Sell me your birthright,
kayom, like today!”

Whereas nowadays, kids will call their
elderly grandfather Zaidie or Saba, we called
ours Grandpa. Despite his old-fashioned
demeanor, in many ways he was as American
as apple pie. He asked me if I found anything
problematic with the story.

Idid. “The phrase ‘kayonm’ seems strange,
Grandpa. Why does Jacob insist that the sale
should be ‘like today?”

He responded, “Good! Maybe you have a
gemara kopp [a Talmudic intellect] after all!
But let’s see if you can ask a question on the
whole transaction based on the Talmud texts
you are now studying in school. Here’s your
volume of Talmud. I’ll give you ten minutes to
come up with a really good question.”

To say that I was frustrated would be
putting it mildly. Not only was I going to be
stuck studying all Friday night—I was actually
being asked to think!

But one did not say no to Grandpa. So I
opened the large book, pored over it and
focused on the task with great concentration.
I was searching for a connection between a
fascinating story and what I then experienced
as some very boring rules and regulations.

After some time, probably much more than
the allotted ten minutes,  had an “aha” expe-
rience. I really got excited. “Grandpal! It can’t
be! How could Jacob purchase the birthright
from Esau? The privileges of the birthright
are way off in the future. They include priv-
ileges like a dual portion of their inheritance

of their father Isaac’s estate, and Isaac was
alive, if not entirely well, at that time. We
studied in the Talmud that one cannot buy
or sell objects or privileges which do not yet
exist!”

My grandfather was thrilled, but no more
than I was. Finally, I saw a connection
between my Bible stories and the legal ter-
minology of the Talmud that I had begun to
resent.

He then sat back, asked me to relax, and
took the role of the teacher. “If you reached
page 16 of the tractate you are studying, you
know this scenario. A fisherman wishes to sell
the fish he will catch that today to a customer.
He doesn’t have the fish yet. Can he sell them?
Yes, answers the Talmud. He can sell them
if he desperately needs the money to feed
himself that day. But if he wishes to sell the
fish he will catch in thirty days or in a year,
he cannot do that. If one is desperate, he can
sell even objects that he does not yet possess,
even fish that are still in the sea.”

There is a logical rationale for this legal
principle, which I will omit from this column
in the interest of brevity. Suffice it to say that
I now saw the connection between the story
and the Talmudic principle:

“Of course Jacob said kayom. Sell me your
birthright even though its privileges will not
be realized until the distant future, but do
so in your current state of desperation. Do
so because you are famished, and in your
desperation have the legal ability, much
like the fisherman, to sell something which
is now non-existent, because you need it for
your urgent immediate needs. Sell me the
birthright kayom.”

Grandpa was proud of me that day, but
I was even prouder of myself. He told me
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that the concept that I had discovered on my
own was to be found in the commentary Ohr
HaChaim, which he studied assiduously every
Friday night.

He then leaned back, stared at me with
his gentle blue eyes and said, “I am trying
to think of a prize, a reward for your will-
ingness to sit with me for a few hours on a
Friday night, for exerting your young intellect,
and for seeing the connection between the
Written Torah, Scripture, and Oral Torah,
Talmud.”

I sat there imagining all sorts of possible
rewards, certain that he would ask for my
input. Kugel and soda would have been
acceptable, but lowest on my list of sugges-
tions. I was thinking big bucks, or at least
tickets to a baseball game.

Then he told me his idea. “From now on,
every time I visit you, we will study together.
And we will make it our business to discover
connections. Our motto will be the verse in
Psalms that says that God’s Torah is perfect,
soothes the soul and brings joy to the heart.”

What a disappointment for a twelve-yea-
old. But today, many decades later, each
time I sit down before a folio of Talmud, I
experience Grandpa’s reward. I can now
appreciate Grandpa’s willingness to risk his
popularity with his grandchildren, instead
using every means at his disposal to get us
to sit and learn with him.

Mazal Tov to
the Luber family on the

marriage of their grandson, Yair
and on the birth ofa
great grandson, Tzur Yaakov
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Between
Prophec
and Oracle

Rebecca, hitherto infertile, became preg-
nant. Suffering acute pain, “she went to
inquire of the Lord” [vatelech lidrosh et
Hashem] (Bereishit 25:22). The explanation
she received was that she was carrying twins
who were contending in her womb. They
were destined to do so long into the future:

Two nations are inside your womb;
Two peoples are to part from you.
One people will be stronger than the other,
And the older will serve the younger [ve-rav
ya’avod tsa’ir]. (Bereishit 25:23)

Eventually the twins are born — first Esau,
then (his hand grasping his brother’s heel)
Jacob. Mindful of the prophecy she has
received, Rebecca favours the younger son,
Jacob. Years later, she persuades him to cover
himself in Esau’s clothes and take the bless-
ing Isaac intended to give his elder son. One
verse of that blessing was “May nations serve
you; may nations bow down to you. Be lord
over your brothers and may your mother’s
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sons bow down to you.” (Bereishit 27:29) The
prophecy has been fulfilled. Isaac’s blessing
can surely mean nothing less than what was
disclosed to Rebecca before either child was
born, namely that “the older will serve the
younger.” The story has apparently reached
closure, or so, at this stage, it seems.

But biblical narrative is not what it seems.
Two events follow which subvert all that we
had been led to expect. The first happens
when Esau arrives and discovers that Jacob
has cheated him out of his blessing. Moved
by his anguish, Isaac gives him a benediction,
one of whose clauses is:

By your sword you will live, And your
brother you will serve; But when you break
loose, You will throw off his yoke from your
neck. (Bereishit 27:40)

This is not what we had anticipated. The
older will not serve the younger in perpetuity.

The second scene, many years later, occurs
when the brothers meet after a long estrange-
ment. Jacob is terrified of the encounter. He
had fled from home years earlier because
Esau had vowed to kill him. Only after a long
series of preparations and a lonely wrestling
match at night is he able to face Esau with
some composure. He bows down to him seven
times. Seven times he calls him “my lord.” Five



times he refers to himself as “your servant.”
The roles have been reversed. Esau does not
become the servant of Jacob. Instead, Jacob
speaks of himself as the servant of Esau. But
this cannot be. The words heard by Rebecca
when “she went to inquire of the Lord” sug-
gested precisely the opposite, that “the older
will serve the younger.” We are faced with
cognitive dissonance.

More precisely, we have here an example of
one of the most remarkable of all the Torah’s
narrative devices — the power of the future
to transform our understanding of the past.
This is the essence of Midrash. New situations
retrospectively disclose new meanings in the
text.! The present is never fully determined by
the present. Sometimes it is only later that we
understand now.

This is the significance of the great revela-
tion of God to Moses in Shemot 33:33, where
God says that only His back may be seen —
meaning that His Presence can be seen only
when we look back at the past; it can never
be known or predicted in advance. The inde-
terminacy of meaning at any given moment
is what gives the biblical text its openness to
ongoing interpretation.

We now see that this was not an idea
invented by the Sages. It already exists in the
Torah itself. The words Rebecca heard — as
will now become clear — seemed to mean one
thing at the time. It later transpires that they
meant something else.

The words ve-rav yaavod tsair seem simple:
“the older will serve the younger.” Returning to
them in the light of subsequent events, though,
we discover that they are anything but clear.
They contain multiple ambiguities.

1. Please see, for example the essay ‘The
Midrashic Imagination’ by Michael Fishbane.
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The first (noted by Radak and R. Yosef
ibn Kaspi) is that the word et, signalling the
object of the verb, is missing. Normally in
biblical Hebrew the subject precedes, and
the object follows, the verb, but not always.
In Job 14:19 for example, the words avanim
shachaku mayim mean “water wears away
stones,” not “stones wear away water.” Thus
the phrase might mean “the older shall serve
the younger” but it might also mean “the
younger shall serve the older”. To be sure,
the latter would be poetic Hebrew rather than
conventional prose style, but that is what this
utterance is: a poem.

The second is that rav and tsa’ir are not
opposites, a fact disguised by the English trans-
lation of rav as “older.” The opposite of tsa’ir
(“younger”) is bechir (“older” or “firstborn”).
Rav does not mean “older.” It means “great”
or possibly “chief.” This linking together of two
terms as if they were polar opposites, which
they are not — the opposites would have been
bechir/tsa’ir or rav/me’at - further destabilises
the meaning. Who was the rav? The elder? The
leader? The chief? The more numerous? The
word might mean any of these things.

The third - not part of the text but of later
tradition - is the musical notation. The normal
way of notating these three words would be

BROTHERS
MOVING co.

THE STRONGEST .THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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mercha-tipcha-sof passuk. This would sup-
port the reading, “the older shall serve the
younger.” In fact, however, they are notated
tipcha-mercha-sof passuk — suggesting, “the
older, shall the younger serve”; in other words,
“the younger shall serve the older.”

Alater episode adds a yet another retro-
spective element of doubt. There is a second
instance in Genesis of the birth of twins, to
Tamar. The passage is clearly reminiscent of
the story of Esau and Jacob:

When the time came for her to give birth,
there were twins in her womb. As she was
in labour one child put out a hand, so the
midwife took a crimson thread and tied it to
his wrist, saying, “This one came out first.”
But he pulled his hand back and then his
brother came out. She said, “How you have
burst through!” So he was named Peretz. Then
his brother came out with the crimson thread
on his wrist. He was named Zerah. (Bereishit
38:27-30)

Who then was the elder? And what does this
imply in the case of Esau and Jacob?? These
multiple ambiguities are not accidental but
integral to the text. The subtlety is such, that
we do not notice them at first. Only later, when
the narrative does not turn out as expected,
are we forced to go back and notice what at
first we missed: that the words Rebecca heard
may mean “the older will serve the younger”
or “the younger will serve the older.”

A number of things now become clear. The
first is that this is a rare example in the Torah
of an oracle as opposed to a prophecy (this is
the probable meaning of the word chiddot in
Bamidbar 12:8, speaking about Moses: “With
him I speak mouth to mouth, openly and

2. See Rashi to Gen. 25:26 who suggests that
Jacob was in fact the elder.



not in chiddot” - usually translated as “dark
speeches” or “riddles”). Oracles - a familiar
form of supernatural communication in the
ancient world - were normally obscure and
cryptic, unlike the normal form of Israelite
prophecy. This may well be the technical
meaning of the phrase “she went to inquire
of the Lord” which puzzled the medieval
commentators.

The second - and this is fundamental to
an understanding of Bereishit — is that the
future is never as straightforward as we are
led to believe. Abraham is promised many
children but is 100 years old before Isaac is
born. The patriarchs are promised a land but
do not acquire it in their lifetimes. The Jewish
journey - though it has a destination - is long
and has many digressions and setbacks. Will
Jacob serve or be served? We do not know.
Only after a long, enigmatic struggle, alone
at night, does Jacob receive the name Israel
meaning, “he who struggles with God and with
men and prevails.”

The most important message of this text is
both literary and theological. The future affects
our understanding of the past. We are part of
a story whose last chapter has not yet been
written. That rests with us, as it rested with
Jacob. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

“Shiviti Hashem
L’negdi Tamid”

This week’s parasha begins with the birth
of the twin brothers, Eisav and Ya’akov, and
their development, including their contrast-
ing personalities and behaviors. Together
with that, we are told of the strong emotions
of both love and hate that accompany the
relationships of parent to son and brother
to brother. Yitzchak, we read, preferred the
older brother, Eisav, while Rivka was fond
of Ya’akov. The divergent views of the par-
ents and of the brothers led to a rift in the
family and, eventually, that split also led to
Eisav’s’s plan to murder his younger sibling.
This tragic division would impact the lives of
both bothers for many years.

Our Chazal used this theme of brotherly
friction as the focus of our haftarah, a reading
taken from the opening prakim of Malachi.
The navi reviews the enmity that Edom, Eis-
av’s descendants, had shown to Israel over
many years but reassures the nation that,
despite the punishments they had suffered in
the hands of the Edomite enemy, and despite
their ensuing doubts regarding G-d’s relation-
ship with them, Hashem still retains His love
for them: “Ahavti etchem amar Hashem?”, “I
have loved you, says Hashem”. Further assur-
ing the people of G-d’s care for Israel over
Edom, the prophet adds: “V’et Eisav saneiti”,
“but I have despised Eisav”.
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Mal’achi, the last of the prophets, lived
some one hundred years after the destruction
of the first Temple and remembered the per-
fidious behavior of Israel’s “brother” nation,
Edom, descendants of Eisav. It was they who,
as mentioned in Tehillim, encouraged the
Babylonians to destroy Jerusalem: “Z’chor
Hashem Iv'nei Edom et yom Yerushalayim
ha’omrim ’aru, ‘aru ad hayesod bah’ ”-
“Remember (the behavior) of Edom on the
day (of the destruction) of Yerushalayim,
when they said: ‘Destroy it! Destroy it down
to its foundations! ” For this reason, the navi
describes G-d’s feelings toward the nation of
Eisav as those of hatred and enmity, much
as the feelings Eisav had toward Ya’akov in
our parasha. In doing so, Hashem repays Eis-
av’s hatred of Ya’akov with His own disgust
toward Edom, responding to Edom’s plea
to destroy Jerusalem by ruining the land of
Edom itself.

Nonetheless, although first reassuring the
nation of G-d’s love for Israel, Malachi chas-
tises Israel’s for their unbecoming attitude
toward their Creator, the One to Whom they
owe their very existence. The censure for
such negative behavior was directed to the
religious leaders who conducted the ritual
service in the Mikdash, i.e., the Kohanim.

He reminds these leaders of how they offer



animals that were unsuitable as sacrifices and
those unfit to be placed upon the mizbe’ach,
the holy altar. Such dismissive attitude toward
their service of G-d clearly reflected their
contemptuous regard of Hashem Himself.
Perhaps the most powerful condemnation
of the Kohanim is reflected in G-d’s refusal
to accept such offering and their accompa-
nying prayers, as Malachi challenges them:
“Hayissa mikem panim?”-“Will He (now)
show you favor?” Indeed, the navi further
condemns their behavior by contrasting the
respectful behavior of the pagan nations to
their gods to the disdainful attitude of the
Kohanim to Melech Mal’chei HaM’lachim.
It is this theme that is emphasized in verses
11-12. And a most painful criticism - that we
should well consider.

Sadly, we no longer have a Bet HaMikdash

in which to serve Hashem, nor Kohanim to
direct the ritual service. How, then, do we
serve G-d today? How can we take care to
avoid any possible “disdainful” behavior
toward Hashem?

I suggest that our “divine service” today is
the observance of mitzvot and our commu-
nion with the Divine One through tefillah.
Given that truth, we must be careful to avoid
any careless performance of either of these
fulfillments- to be fully aware of, and intent
on, the fact that we are serving Hashem
with these acts and, certainly at these times,
to remember the words of Tehillim (16;8)
“Shiviti Hashem I'negdi tamid”- “I set Hashem
before me always.” m

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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These are the descendants of Yitzhak, son of
Avraham; Avraham begot Yitzhak (Bereishit
25:19).

Many commentaries note the seemingly
redundant language of this pasuk. Why does
the Torah need to state both that Yitzhak was
the son of Avraham and that Avraham was
the father of Yitzhak? The Tov HaPeninim,
citing the Arugat HaBosem, derives a pro-
found lesson from this repetition.

There are two primary ways in which a
Jew serves Hashem: Ahavah (love) and Yirah
(awe). Yirah expresses itself through restraint
— taking care not to violate the prohibitions
of the Torah, the mitzvot lo ta‘aseh. Ahavah,
on the other hand, is expressed through
action — enthusiastically performing pos-
itive commandments, the mitzvot aseh, as
an outpouring of love and desire to fulfill
the Divine will.

A similar dynamic appears in connection
with the mitzvah of honoring one’s parents
(kibbud av va’em). The Torah commands
both kibbud — 72X NX) P2aX NXR 725 “Honor
your father and your mother” (Shemot
20:12)—and morah — RPN IR MR R
“Every man shall revere his mother and his
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father” (Vayikra 19:3). Kibbud reflects love,
demonstrated through positive acts of care,
such as bringing a parent food or assisting
them. Morah expresses awe and respect,
reflected in refraining from actions that
diminish their honor, such as sitting in their
seat or contradicting them.

A complete relationship—with parents or
with Hashem — requires both aspects. Some
people, cautious by nature, focus primarily
on yirah, being scrupulous to avoid trans-
gression. Such individuals may need to work
on cultivating ahavah, performing mitzvot
with joy, warmth, and enthusiasm. Others,
naturally exuberant and optimistic, may excel
in ahavah but must strengthen their sense
of reverence and discipline, deepening their
awareness of Hashem’s omnipresence.

The Zohar teaches that the great person-
alities of Tanach embody specific spiritual
attributes. Avraham personifies ahavah,
as the verse states: >22mMN DNIIX Y7 - “Seed
of Avraham, My beloved” (Tehillim 105:6).
Avraham served Hashem with boundless
love. Even the command of the Akeidah—so
emotionally wrenching and incomprehen-
sible — was met with eagerness. The Torah
records that Avraham “arose early in the
morning,” eager to fulfill God’s will despite
the personal cost.

Yitzhak, by contrast, represents yirah, as
Yaakov is referred to as “Pahad Yitzhak”
— “the Fear of Yitzhak” (Bereishit 31:42).



Yitzhak’s life embodies awe, self-discipline,
and total submission to Hashem’s will.

True spiritual perfection, however, lies
not in one quality alone, but in the harmony
between them. The Torah describes Avraham
and Yitzhak journeying together toward the
Akeidah: y7 01w 1951 — “The two of them
walked together.” Each internalized the oth-
er’s trait: Avraham’s ahavah was tempered by
yirah, and Yitzhak’s yirah was infused with
ahavah. Only through that balance could they
fulfill Hashem’s command in its fullest sense.
At the conclusion of the Akeidah, Hashem
declares, "NX D’YN XV 22 NYT ANY - “Now
I know that you are a God-fearing man” —
Avraham had achieved a perfect integration
oflove and awe.

Throughout Parashat Toldot, Yitzhak
retraces his father’s footsteps—digging the
same wells and traveling through the same
places. He is not merely repeating Avraham’s
actions but internalizing his father’s quality
of ahavah to complement his own yirah.
This, perhaps, is why the Torah emphasizes:
PNY NX YN DN - Avraham begot Yitzhak.
Yitzhak was not only Avraham’s biological
son but also his spiritual heir, completing
and perfecting both attributes within himself.

It is striking that only Jews shuckle—sway-
ing back and forth—while praying. Perhaps
this movement reflects the dual rhythm of
our relationship with Hashem. We lean for-
ward in ahavah, yearning to draw close, and
then we gently retreat in yirah, recognizing
His infinite greatness. Our very posture
embodies the sacred dance between close-
ness and awe, passion and humility.

A life of avodat Hashem requires the
graceful interplay of ahavah and yirah. Love
without awe can become casual; awe without
love can become cold. But when they join
together, the soul burns steadily — alive with
reverence, yet warmed by affection.

May we, like Avraham and Yitzhak, walk
together with Hashem, harmonizing joy and
trembling, love and awe. Then we will truly
fulfill the statement in Tehillim: "N nx 172y”
“NTY1277°0 X2 — “Serve Hashem with awe
and rejoice with trembling” (Tehillim 2:11).
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

Attributions and Acquisitions

At the end of his life, Yitzchak Avinu blesses
his two sons Yaakov and Eisav. At first glance
the brachot seem quite similar: To Yaakov he
says, “Ve'yiten lecha ha’Elokim mi’tal hasha-
mayim uw’mishmanei ha’aretz...— And may
Hashem give you of the dew of the heavens
and of the fatness of the earth...” To Eisav,
“Hinei mi’shmanei ha’aretz yihiyeh moshave-
cha w’mital hashamayim mei’al...— Behold, of
the fatness of the earth shall be your dwelling
and of the dew of the heavens from above.”
(Bereisheet 27:28, 27:39) They are both blessed
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with the fatness of the earth and the dew
of the heavens, wherein lies the difference?

The Chafetz Chaim zt”I takes note of the
order in which the brachot are expressed
and sees significant meaning in the slight
variation. For Yaakov Avinu, the dew is
mentioned first, signifying the primacy of
spirituality and Divine connection. Esav, on
the other hand, relates strongly to the world
of physicality and therefore, the “fatness
of the earth” is listed first. Shlomo Hamel-
ech teaches us, “ish le’fi mahalalo—a man
according to his praise” (Mishlei 27:21). That
is to say, listening to what a person praises
and how he arranges his priorities offers a
window into his inner desires and drives.
By his very nature, a Jew belongs to the
world of the spiritual, and is meant to use
the physical world as a medium to achieve
a more refined, sacred existence.

Rashi zt”l points out another difference
between the two brachot. “Ve’yiten lecha
ha’Elokim,” Yaakov Avinu will only receive
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these blessings from Hashem, expressed in
the aspect of judgement, if he is deserving.
Eisav, however, will receive the blessings
whether or not he deserves them. This is
echoed in the tefillah of Shlomo Hamelech
when the Beit Hamikdash was first conse-
crated. He asks for Hashem to accept the
tefillot of the nations, irrespective of their
worthiness. This should resonate with us
all; everything we receive is justified in the
Divine scheme, and we must not focus on
what we lack, for if we needed something,
Hashem would surely grant it to us.

Further, adds Rav Shach zt”], Hashem’s
name is not even mentioned in the blessing
given to Eisav. It seems that it is in Eisav’s
own hands to access and control what he
gets. By contrast, Yaakov Avinu is blessed
with the words “ve’yiten lecha— and may
Hashem give you.” The introduction of the
word “and,” says Rashi, reflects Hashem’s
continuous giving, directly connecting with
His beloved children more and more, again
and again.

These subtle differences direct us to reflect
upon the great chasm between the lives of
Yaakov Avinu and his brother Eisav. Yaakov
Avinu attributes every blessing to the grace of
Hashem, and is keenly aware to use each gift
toward a spiritual connection. Eisav’s focus is
physical comfort, convenience and pleasure,
devoid of any spiritual connection.

Let us be mindful when speaking of our
possessions and accomplishments, and be
conscious to attribute it all to the Source. We
must continually ask ourselves, when will
our deeds reach the deeds of our forefathers?
As we develop this greater awareness, we
can more easily align our priorities with the
elevated nature of our souls. m
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of students, staff and relatives of the
fallen navigate grief, process trauma
and build resilience. Emotional and

spiritual healing is essential to our
collective future.?’

— Rabbi Nechemia Krakower, Director, Hosen Project for
Mental Health and Resilience; Sgt. Major in the IDF who has
served 368 days in the reserves in the past two years
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AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

Rebbe Yoram Michael Abergel, zy’a, was the
pillar of Torah of Netivot in southern Israel,
a great mezakhe ha-rabim, talmid chacham,
builder of Torah and kabbalist. The author
of the ten volume B’tzur Yarom on Tanya,
Rav Yoram spent his days and nights in the
dedication of the Jewish people, learning and
teaching Torah. He maintained an exhausting
schedule of shiurim on Jewish thought, hala-
cha and chasidus. These classes began three
hours before dawn and continued late until
the night.

A few times a week he would travel hun-
dreds of kilometers, giving shiurim along the
length and breadth of Eretz Yisrael. In addi-
tion, he was present for hours and hours of
kabbalat kahal, meeting thousands of students
and seekers, providing everyone he met with
ajolt of energy and chizuk, a good word, guid-
ance with a touch of ruw’ach ha-kodesh, and
a blessing of encouragement toward growth
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and learning.

His Rabbanit and children, who objectively
speaking bore the brunt of their father’s
incredible sacrifice for the Jewish people, often
said that they never felt that they were missing
their father while he was on the road. In fact,
he saved his biggest smile for his home, and
M3 20N, “his primary strength”, was spent
at home leading the family in singing, giving
over Torah, and playing games.

Born in the southern moshav of B’rosh to
a traditional Moroccan family, Rav Abergel
studied at the local “Beit Yehuda”, the Bnei
Akiva yeshiva in Kfar Maimon, before trans-
ferring to Yeshivat HaNegev. Over the years,
he spent time as a shamash and student of
the holy Baba Sali, Rav Ovadya Yosef and Rav
Mordechai Eliyahu, providing Rav Yoram a
unique foundation of Torah mastery which
would support the vast empire of kollelim,
yeshivot, and projects under his supervision.

One summer evening, the Rav arrived for a
shiur in the Central Beit Knesset of the north-
ern moshav, and was met by a small group of
avreichim who sought to escort him from his
car to the beit knesset. Up ahead, he caught
a glimpse of a group of teenagers hanging
around the entrance, dressed immodestly. Not
wanting to make the unaware kids nor the
avreichim uncomfortable, Rebbe Yoram asked
his escorts if there was another entrance. “Yes,
just behind the shul there is a chatzeir, a court-
yard...although the gate is probably locked...”
The men followed the Rav around back where
indeed, they found a fence with a locked gate.



Then and there, Reb Yoram, beard fully
white and a grandfather many times over,
hiked up his frock and began to scale the fence.
“HaRav! Kavod HaTorah!” cried the avreichem
nervously. As he deftly landed on the other
side, Rav Yoram looked back at them with a
mischievous smile. “You think 'm an old man?
2w 72 N, Pm a moshav kid! A fence is not
going to stop me from giving a shiur. Ya’alah...”

D9NR Y 0N WK IpY)

“Yaakov was an innocent man, dwelling in
tents.” (25:27)

Rebbe Nachman of Breslov explains the
inner significance of Yaakov’s efforts to acquire
the bechora, “blessing of the firstborn” in our
sedra. A “firstborn”, he says, is one who sees
things as though for the first time. Indeed, no
matter how many times Yaakov experienced
something, it was fresh and alive; he experi-
enced it with newness, wonder and temimus.
In cultivating temimus, Yaakov Avinu main-
tained a youthful state of innocence, purity
and wonder into his old age. When our Yid-
dishkeit becomes stale, withered or fossilized,
it is because Torah and mitzvos have become
distanced from their Source. It is a sign that we
have become distanced from temimus.

Whenever we experience the simple purity
of unrestrained laughter, the natural amaze-
ment of a moment of wonder, the gallop of
untethered joy, free of self-consciousness,
we can attain a state of obliviousness to the
cynicism, posturing and competitiveness
of the adult world. We are channeling and
connecting with our ‘inner child’. No matter
how many times we fall away, we can again
become the yWyY 77 (Yirmiyahu, 31:20), the
“delightful child” of the Ribbono Shel Olam,
for no matter how old and sophisticated a

person may be, “The soul of a child still nestles
within him.” The power to return and reveal
this inner freedom is the power of temimus.

Reb Meir Michel Abehsera, descendant of
Moroccan Torah sages and a devoted chassid
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, was renowned as
a spiritual mentor and advocate of natural
medicine and holistic health. A unique and
beloved spiritual mentor, Reb Meir shared
some of his original thoughts in memoir, The
Possible Man:

I address myself to the adult, with the wish
that at the same time, I will strike a chord
with the child who dwells within the adult.
The child’s nature is to want to be taken by
the fable, though he knows you are keeping
amoral or alesson for the end. But to keep
his attention you must be sure that the story’s
chain of events flows easily into the moral and
that you do not suddenly spell out the lesson
too soon, spoiling everything. The child is
willing to make himself even more childlike
in order to make room for the wonder. He
won’t allow his cleverness to interfere until
the tale is completed. He knows the code of
illusion. He knows it is the time for listening,
not for questions.

The account of Yaakov Avinu’s birth and
maturation in Parshas Toldos invites us to
reengage the innocence and newness of the
child who dwells within. May we always be
filled with wonder, openness and temimus;
may we listen and be attuned to the sweetness
of Hashem’s message for us in the present
moment. Ya'alah!

Jonathan Rosenblum, prm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Parshat Toldot opens with the birth and
brief description of the youth and develop-
ment of Yaakov Avinu and his twin brother
Eisav. The verse describes the different tra-
jectories of these twin boys:

NTY OR TY YT WKWDY M DWIN TN
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When the boys grew up, Eisav became a skill-
ful hunter, a man of the outdoors; but Yaakov
was a mild man who dwelled within the tents.

Why does the Torah describe Yaakov as
Yosheiv Ohalim-staying within the tents, rather
than the expression Yosheiv B'Ohel-dwelling
within (his own) tent-a homebody?

The Sefat Emet, the Gerrer Rebbe zy'a,
explains that Yaakov Avinu was totally
focused on matters of holiness, rather than
engaging with the potential impediments of
the outside world, he remained focused, at
home in the tents of limud -scholarship and
ruchniyut- spirituality.

Rashi however points to a well known
Midrash to answer this question:

72y YW 120K DY Y 150X 00NN 2w
DY7X 2wy Dwelling in tents — the tent of

Doctor
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Sheim and the tent of Eiver-Yaakov Avinu
spent his time learning together from both
Sheim and Eiver.

In explaining this insight of Rashi, Rabbi
Berel Povarsky, shlita one of the Roshei
Yeshiva of Yeshivat Ponovitch, suggests that
the reason that the Torah describes Yaakov
Avinu as staying in multiple tents, in spending
time learning from both Sheim and Eiver, is
to demonstrate how one who is a true seeker
of the Torah's wisdom, should pursue that
wisdom. One who is truly interested in the
beauty of Torah, will seek to learn and gain
insights from all Sages. As the gemara in
Avoda Zara 19a states:

Kol Hal.omeid Torah MeiRav Echad, eino
roeh siman bracha L'Olam-Whoever learns
Torah from just one teacher, will not live to see
any sign of blessing. Rav Povarsky suggests
further, that the true way of Torah study is to
learn from every single person ,as the Mishna
in Pirkei Avot with which we are all familiar
states:

Eizeh Hu Chacham-HaLomeid MiKol Adam-
Who is considered Wise? One who learns from
every individual.

Yehi Ratzon, may each of us be blessed to
heed this beautiful message, to strive to be
true students of Torah,to be Yoshvei Ohalim,
and to learn from one another....m

MAKEUP ™
ARTIST

@ Chavi: 058 3274905

* Using only high end cruelty free products
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TOSPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT

Josh Churney 054-281-4604 or donate online:
[https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

SHIURIMTUE. MORNING NOV. 18™
Were dedicated by Estelle Harris
In honor of our dear brave soldiers

RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR - WED. NOV. 19™

Sponsored by Yosef Hellman in loving memory of his father
7T INY7X oMo 2 17X onao Marcheshvan 28

RABBIYOSSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR
Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

RABBI BREITOWITZ'S TUE. SHIUR

Dedicated anonymously for the
refuah shleima of Evelina bat Galina

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN TUE. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families in memory of
Mel & Sylvia David z"|
77,0720 NANVI XD DNNAX 2 '7Tan DN
‘71 ,7T'N QIR A7 AN N2 DN DAY

RABBIADLER’S WED. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year by the Frist family
in memory of their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist z’l-71 (n'7t na x»'0 vawr7x

RABBI MANNING'S WED. SHIUR

Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 17'v'7
797 IN'77 A 17TV ArTna nanMa

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S WED. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 17v'7
7T N"n7W R 210 DWI A"V DNNAX N DD

RABBITAUB'S WEEKLY THUR.

PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR
Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

RABBI ARI KAHN'S SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year by

Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter for the refuah shleimah
of their granddaughter Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

RABBIYOSSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR
Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
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BEIT SHEMESH
* RBS Gimmel
¢ Duplex Garden Apt.
¢ 4 Bedrooms
* 140 SQM built
¢ Parking & Rental unit
* 120 SQM garden

W4.3M / $1.23M

CARMEI GAT
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THIS WEEK'S INSPIRATIONAL TORAH LEARNING

Men's Safrut (The Bais) The Bais (for Men) - Semichat
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner Chaver Program Rav Elyada
7 Hartum Street Goldwicht@ Bet Knesset

’ Ohel Yitzchak
AICECoS Keren Hayesad St.

QU lsrael | Women's Division
2 Radak 5t., Rechavia

6:00-10:00PM
ATID Midrasha
(women in their 20's)

*The schedule is subject to change
Subscribe to our OU Israel
Whatsapp Community for all
information related to OU Israel
classes and programs, including 7:00-9:00PM

last minute schedule changes Dorot Chaoir Session with
and updates, by scanning Hadassah Jacob

the QR Code above.

8:00-9:00PM
THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS The Jewish Roots

ARE FOR MEN ONLY
: of Thankfulness - A

u @ Thanksqgiving Shiur

#THEOUISRAEL




WITH OU ISRAEL (I]
p el .

0U Israel is supported by the Jewish :
Federation of Broward County w Ee_c_l_e_rpi‘lon

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila Pshat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin [Resumes Dec. 2) Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:15 AM 12:20 PM

Rambam: Letters & Introductions Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS \WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin 5t. Rechavia

2:15AM 10:15AM

Torah Tapestries Parsha Shiur Sefer Bereishit:

Mrs. Shira Smiles Exploring the Middot of the Avot
Mrs. Leah Feinberg

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men’s Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi lan Shaffer

Weekly Kollel Boker-Instructors include Rabbi Aschi Dick
Rabbi David Fine Rabbi Avi Herzog

1:00PM- NEW/1!!
Modiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick - Masamerica Offices,
28 Dam HaMacabbiim St, 3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm

7:30 PM Men’s Safrut in MODIIN Rabbi Phil Schajer

7:30 PM Men’s Safrut in BEIT SHEMESH Rabbi Elie Levi




This \Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH COMMUNITY BEIT

IN RECHAVIA MIDRASH IN ARNONA

@ Bet Knesset HaNassi, Classes @ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon,
24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia 11 Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

9:15AM 92:15 AM
Holy Poetry Parshat HaShavua

Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM

10:20 AM - ) Parashat Hashavua
Organ Denation in Halacha Rabbi Rabbi Baruch Taub

Aschi Dick [Rabbi Anthony
Manning will resume Dec. 3|

11:25 AM

Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor
[Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider will
resume Dec. 10|

12:30PM

Jews in the Middle Ages:
External Threats and Internal SPECIAL EVENT #7:00PM

Development QD U

o —

Dr. Deborah Polster m
Festive Thanksgiving Meal & Mare!

For Singles Ages 30-45

With
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM!
The Jewish Matchmaker

058-5323242
Whatsapp for any questions




For more information or
to rsvp to participate,
contact

CHANA JANOVSKY
054-909-7303

TO BRING TORAH
TIDBITS LIVETO
YOUR COMMUNITY,
PLEASE CONTACT
info@ouisrael.org !

U

mwe

TORAHTIDBITS LIVE!
in Katzrin 7 Rabbi Sam Shor

Shabbat VaYeitzei | Nov. 28/29

Kehilat Ad HaShamayim | Katzrin

FRIDAY:
4:20pm  Tefila @ The Patio, followed by Chicken Soup Kiddush

8:30 PM  Oneg Shabbat-Tisch, niggunim, Torah at Janovsky
Residence, Rechov Avnei Eitan 7

SHABBAT DAY:

8:30 AM  Tefila @ The Patio. Rabbi Shor will give the drasha
before Musaf

11:00AM  Kiddush

12:00 PM  Community Lunch followed by Shiur:
Chanuka: Kindling the Lights of Mashiach

Mincha will follow the shiur

TORAH TIDBITS LIVE! is an exciting new OU Israel initiative
which brings your favorite Torah Tidbits writers and teachers to
learn together with communities across Israel.

OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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Gevurah: Bayamim Haheim Bazman Hazeh

\_N A y -
MRS. ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI ARIELA DAVIS MRS. SHANI TARAGIN MRS. JEN AIRLEY

he He cah Bringing the of NI EAN 1
o the H ) Gewvura into our own Lives Heroes & Heroines of the Home

Sunday, Nov. 23 Beit Midrash Torani Leumi SONIS,
815 am - L0 pm 5 Reuven Straat Brunch will ba sarved

" AVIGRIL SHEINFELD
ing Ufe: A Gevura pagistar at: ouisraelorg/events/kislev20258S

g} e

BRING THE MOTHER-DAUGHER
CHANUKAH PROGRAM TO YOUR COMMUNITY!

Mother-Daughter Kahoot

Chanukah
Art Project

Chavruta Learning Mini-Shiur Competition

Join the many communities participating in this
incredible program simultaneously!

How It Works:

You provide the venue and facilitator .
We provide the source material and i RS
art supplies. ~ Sadabaiii
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For more information
or to reserve/confirm
your participation
please contact

GABE AARONSON
058-651-9556

TOBRING TORAH
TIDBITS LIVETO
YOUR COMMUNITY,
PLEASE CONTACT
info@ouisrael.org

1
D v E
ADWY? MIN BT e T

TORAH TIDBITS LIVE!

in Pardes Hanna 7/ Rabbi Sam Shor

Shabbat Parshat Vayeishev | Dec12-13

FRIDAY :

7:30PM  Oneg Shabbat - Welcoming Remarks

Aleeza Ben Shalom, Torah Tidbits contributor, followed
by Tisch, Wine-Tasting, Niggunim & Shiur: Noach , Yaakov
and the Chashmonaim-The Backstory of the Nes Pach

HaShemen. @Ben Shalom Residence, Alon 33

SHABBAT DAY:

12:00 PM  Community Kiddush and Shiur: Sod HaSevivon
Followed by Community Lunch @Heichal Yehudit,
near 38 Hatzfira 5t,

MOTZA'SH:

7:30PM  Melava Malka and shiur: Tashlich in Tevet: Unlocking
the Spiritual Potential of Chanuka @ Neve Michael, near
Hadarim 5t. 43

TORAHTIDBITS LIVE! is an exciting new OU Israel initiative which
brings your favorite Torah Tidbits writers and teachers to learn
together with communities across Israel.

Sponsored by Nechemia Mansur, the Dept. of Jewish Culture, the Matnas,
the Pardes Hanna Local Council, and local community members.

OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG




SHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

The Wells We Still Offer

Avraham was a revolutionary, roaming the
length and breadth of the Land of Israel, pro-
claiming his daring vision of faith in Hashem
and a life shaped by moral experience. Wher-
ever he traveled, he built mizbeichot that
functioned like open-air podiums—public
platforms from which he shared his teach-
ings. Over his lifetime, Avraham erected four
such mizbeichot: two in the north, one in the
south, and of course the fateful altar on Har
HaMoriah at the moment of the Akeidah.

Yitzchak lived a different kind of life. He
built only a single mizbei’ach—ironically, in
the same region where Avraham had raised
one of his four, in Be’er Sheva. His great
mission was not putting up altars but the
steady, unglamorous work of digging wells.
He opened three new wells and reopened
the many wells his father had dug, which
the Plishtim had spitefully sealed.

Arthur Samuels, DPM

. PODIATRIST

Over 30 years experience

Licensed in Israel
& America

053-427-6363
/ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com

CINEMA CITY MALL, JERUSALEM
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FROM JOURNEY TO SETTLEMENT

Wells are iconic for Yitzchak because he
is the first of the Avot to begin entrenching
himself in the Land. Avraham lived as a
wanderer, moving across the countryside
in search of fresh pasture for his flocks
whenever the grazing thinned. That nomadic
rhythm enabled him to encounter many
different people, but it also meant he never
fully secured lasting ownership of the Land.
He moved from mountain to mountain, from
region to region, always on the “road,” never
rooted in one place.

Yitzchak lives a far more settled life, never
leaving Israel and spending most of his years
around Gerar and nearby Be’er Sheva. In his
effort to anchor our future in the Land, he
cultivates fields and becomes a man of the
soil rather than a wanderer drifting from
mountaintop to mountaintop. His wells
embody this shift. By digging deep into the
earth, he begins to root our people—literally
and figuratively—into the Land that will one
day become our national home.

IDEAS TAKING ROOT

By digging wells, Yitzchak isn’t only rooting
us in the Land of Israel; he is also rooting the
great ideas Avraham introduced. His physical
work in the soil becomes a metaphor for a
different kind of labor. Yitzchak begins the
steady embedding of Avraham’s ideals in our



national memory. Every revolution endures
only if the next generation can institution-
alize its ideals. Yitzchak has no interest in
reinventing the wheel. He uncovers the same
wells his father had dug and restores their
original names.

It takes steady character to take revolution-
ary ideas and anchor them in lasting practice.
His wells symbolize not only anchoring us in
the soil of Israel, but also anchoring Avraham’s
teachings in the consciousness of our people.

WELLS AND MIKDASH

However, the wells also carry a historical
undertone. Their story unfolds precisely
between two defining moments: Esav
surrendering the bechora to Ya’akov and
Rivka redirecting Yitzchak’s berachot.
When the narrative of the wells is framed
by the transfer of berachot and the choice
of bechor, it is clear that this episode
bears deeper long-term symbolic weight.
This symbolic layer becomes even clearer
through the Ramban’s interpretation.

The Ramban notes that Yitzchak’s three
great wells parallel the three Batei Mikdash
that his descendants would one day bring
into the world. A mizbeiach can elevate and
inspire, but its impact is confined to the space
around it.

A well functions differently. Its water
spreads outward, sustaining fields and lives far
beyond its edge. For that reason, a well—not a
mizbeiach—becomes the symbol of the future
Mikdash. The Mikdash was never meant to
serve as a private sanctuary. Its influence
flowed far beyond its courtyard, shaping
people and cultures even at a distance.

Among the three Avot, Yitzchak expresses
Jewish sovereignty and the golden era of
national autonomy rooted in the Mikdash.

1702

Member
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Highest Prices m Paid
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=Buying
25 years+
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Avraham was the trailblazer, and his story
reflects the early formation of our identity—
from the descent to Egypt through the rescue
from Mitzrayim, the giving of the Torah, and
the years in the desert. Yitzchak embodies
the central stage of our past, the period of
self-rule anchored in Yerushalayim and its
sacred Mikdash. Ya’akov captures the final
chapter—our long passage through exile,
moving from place to place just as he himself
traveled from region to region.

Yitzchak’s three wells reflect the two Batei
Mikdash our nation built during that golden
era, and the future Beit HaMikdash we will
yet deliver to history at its culmination.
Each well carries its own name, and, as
the Ramban explains, each one reflects the
fate of a particular Mikdash—how it was
received, the challenges it confronted, and

Moving, Packing,Storage
EHEE 0547369550
-Free Boxes With Your Mowe
E -20% off for Seniors and Soldiers
First-Time Customer? 150 Off Your Move
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the circumstances that brought it to an end.
Taken together, the names offer a small, con-
centrated telling of the Mikdash’s larger story.

The first well Yitzchak dug was named Esek,
born in conflict and endless strife. It mirrors
the First Beit HaMikdash, which we were
forced to defend against wave upon wave of
hostility. Just as the Plishtim refused to grant
Yitzchak the space to secure his water, the
nations surrounding us in the First Mikdash
era resisted us. From the start, the First Mik-
dash confronted a region unwilling to wel-
come the presence of Hashem into the world.

The second well, Sitnah, carries even darker
overtones. Though the word literally suggests
obstruction, it also hints at simmering hatred
and deep antagonism. This name reflects the
Second Beit HaMikdash—a house built amid
resistance and marked early on by rising hos-
tility toward Jews. In the opening chapters of
Sefer Ezra, the Mikdash had already been
authorized by Koresh, and we were slowly
returning to our homeland. Yet enemies of
Jewish settlement wrote letters of “sitnah”
to the Persian king, urging him to halt our
national restoration. Because they lived under
the Persian Empire, our enemies could not
attack us directly, but they could weaponize

0o

NEW! FOR SALE!!!
0ff market - SOLE agent, GREAT deals

PM APRO for details 0543957702
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Persian authority to suffocate our return and
stall the rebuilding of the Mikdash.

The entire Second Temple era unfolded
beneath this cloud of confrontation. Its
launch was fraught, its history scarred by
those who sought to undermine it, and its end
brought us into a long and bitter exile. For
this reason, Yitzchak’s second well is called
Sitnah—a name that suits a Mikdash built
amid tension and resistance, and whose end
led directly into our long, bitter galut.

The third and final well Yitzchak uncovers
is named Rechovot. True to its name, it points
toward the future Third Beit HaMikdash, a
time marked by broad expansion. Our bor-
ders will widen, and our homeland will reach
dimensions we have never yet known.

Yet the name holds a second layer: not
only spaciousness, but flourishing. “We will
be fruitful in the Land,” Yitzchak declares—
hinting at the broader prosperity that these
waters brought forth. So it will be in the
future. The Third Mikdash will not merely
enlarge the borders of Israel; it will enrich
the entire world. A humanity that finally
encounters Hashem and submits to His
kingship will taste prosperity and stability.
Through that encounter, the world will be
steadier and more whole.

At first glance, these two currents—national
expansion and universal prosperity—seem
to run in different directions. One speaks of
Israel’s growth as a homeland; the other of
humanity’s uplift. Yet the two are insepa-
rable. As we settle this Land and invite the
presence of Hashem into history, the world
is elevated with us. Through that encounter,
all nations discover renewed vitality and
enduring blessing.



MISSED OPPORTUNITIES

It is unfortunate that Avimelech and the
people of the Plishtim could not look past
their jealousy. Yitzchak’s wells were meant
to bring benefit to the region, not to threaten
anyone. Had they recognized his sincerity,
they would have supported his efforts, and
the entire area could have flourished. The
waterways he opened might even have
helped them withstand the devastating
famines that struck a few generations later.

Instead, their resentment pushed them to
sabotage their own future by blocking the
wells. A similar irony surrounds the Batei
Mikdash. Chazal teach that had the nations
realized how vital the Mikdash was for the
stability of the entire world, they would have
protected it rather than attempting, again and
again, to bring it down.

Avimelech could not move beyond his hostil-
ity toward Yitzchak to benefit from the water he
offered. And throughout history, nations have
similarly failed to see how much we hoped to
strengthen their world—whether through
the spiritual impact of the Batei Mikdash they
destroyed or through the many ways we tried
to build and sustain the societies around us.

MODERN ECHOES

This pattern has repeated itself in different
forms throughout history.

About eight years ago, the city of Cape
Town in South Africa faced a severe water
shortage. The countdown to Day Zero, when
the taps would be shut, approached. Israel
was willing to offer water technology, but
the authorities decided they could not take
assistance and life-saving water options from
the Jewish state. It was a scene taken straight
out of Parshat Toldot.

A similar dynamic has surfaced again in

recent weeks.

During the past few weeks, Iran has faced
a similar crisis, with severe water shortages
threatening daily life in Tehran. We are ready
to offer the people of Iran whatever water
assistance we can—support that could gen-
uinely save lives. But the regime is too con-
sumed with its hatred of Jews and its plans
against Israel to notice, let alone accept, our
good intentions.

According to the Ramban, Yitzchak’s wells
symbolize the three Batei Mikdash. Yet they
also point to something broader: our effort to
carve out space for human betterment, and
the repeated inability of those who despise
us to benefit from what we offer, blinded by
anger and jealousy.

Some patterns persist. It seems we will have
to wait for the third Beit HaMikdash—Rechovot
in the language of Yitzchak’s third well—when
Hashem’s unmistakable presence will quiet
hatred and allow the spiritual wellspring of the
Mikdash to strengthen human flourishing. m

m OU Press is honored to partner
. awnaa pm ame with Rabbi Moshe Taragin on his
FRL new volume in Hebrew regarding
i .‘ the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch
; Hahastara). This remarkable book is
also available in English, “Dark Clouds
Above, Faith Below”
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DISCOVER NEW PERSPECTIVES

IN JEWISH HISTORY
AND JEWISH EDUCATION

Excited by Jewish History, Machshevet Yisrael or Chinuch?

Enroll in Touro University’s Graduate School of Jewish Studies and
pursue a master’s degree with concentrations in Jewish Studies or
Jewish Education. Or audit courses that interest and inspire.

Fully online via ZOOM (offered by Touro University New York)
Generous scholarships ¢ Noted faculty experts « Small classes

Ready to learn more? Dean Moshe Sokol will be in Israel Dec. 1-8.

Contact karen.rubin@touro.edu to schedule a meeting.
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Faith in
the Future
Promise

(Midot HaRa’aya: Emunah # 11)

“That worldview, which will become appar-
ent to all in the future, when the world will be
renewed and emerge from its crushed state,
when illumination will flow freely, without
any blemish, is in truth the Jewish worldview
even now...People of understanding go about
it and taste at all times tidbits of sweetness
of that higher delight to be disseminated by
the universal enlightenment of the future.”
(Midot HaRa’aya, Emunah #11)

Rav Kook, in his powerful prose, is speak-
ing about faith in the promised perfection
of the future. Perhaps an effective way to
illuminate this notion is to cite a teaching
from Rabbi Soloveitchik who articulated
a similar concept. He said that a Jew
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experiences a distinctive concept of “time
consciousness.” What he meant by that is
that the Jew re-experiences past events in our
history (Retrospection); and simultaneously
places great value on the present moment
as being precious and a sacred possession
(Appreciation); and alongside these two sec-
tors of time a Jew lives with “one foot” in the
future, not as some distant point but as that
future that is within reach and a future that
directly shapes one’s present perspective and
actions (Anticipation). (Reflections of the Rav)

One finds throughout Rav Kook’s writing
the special emphasis he placed on the third
component, to borrow the term which Rav
Soloveitchik chose, “Anticipation.” “Antici-
pating salvation refines the life of a person,
it expands a person’s wisdom, it enhances a
person's spirituality” (Orot Hakodesh 3, p. 353).

The well-known Talmudic passage concern-
ing the specific questions a Jew will be asked
by the heavenly court after passing from this
world suggests that “awaiting the salvation” is
of utmost importance. Rav Kook, in his com-
mentary on this passage, employs the allegory
of a watchman who vigilantly stands guard
waiting days, months and even years, to see
any sign or disturbance that requires his
attention. He never leaves his post. However,
perhaps more importantly, the guard, upon
seeing something of note, must act upon it.
Rav Kook said that the same is true regarding
anticipating the redemption. The Jew must
constantly be on guard to see if there is any



movement that might need a response. And
as soon as there is, an immediate and an
intelligent reaction is called for and must be
put into action. (Ain Aya, Shabbat, Chapter
2, piska 164).

Rav Kook expresses his unwavering con-
fidence and faith that the Jewish people will
take note of the signposts of the redemption
which is unfolding: “The redemption con-
tinues. The redemption from Egypt and the
complete redemption of the future are one
unending action: the action of the strong
hand and the outstretched arm, which began
in Egypt and works through all the eventu-
alities. Moses and Elijah are redeemers in
a single redemption; the beginner and the
ender, the opener and the closer together fill
the unit. The spirit of Israel hears the sound
of the movements, the redemptive actions,
brought through all the eventualities until the
sprouting of redemption will be complete, in
all its plenitude and goodness. (Orot, Yisrael
U’techiyato, chapter 28)

ZECHER LE’CHURBAN - ZECHER LE’MIKDASH

Jewish law established a category of prac-
tices and rituals to be observed in order to
mourn the destruction of the Beis Hamik-
dash. This category of zecher le’churban
observances include the custom of leaving
a small portion of one’s home unfinished.
This category of zecher le’churban is intended
to be solemn and mournful. However, Rabbi
Soloveitchik clarified that there is a similar
but distinctive category with which we
memorialize the destruction, called zecher
le'mikdash which are meant to be educational
and uplifting. They are meant to ignite an
inner spiritual desire to once again restore
those days.

A prime example of such a law is the use of
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salt on the table when eating bread. The use
of salt is a reminder of salt which was placed
on the altar along with the sacrifices brought
in the Beit Hamikdash. The use of salt is not
meant to be mournful. Rather, it serves as a
regular reminder and perhaps bolsters are
longing to once again see the restitution of the
rites of the holy avodah (service in the Temple).

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik’s esteemed
forebear, the Netziv of Volozhin, offered a
distinctive reason for the custom of many to
wear the white Kittel at the night of the Pesach
Seder. When the paschal offering was eaten in
Temple times, the law required that fine cloth-
ing be worn by all those that would partake
in the holy meat of the korban Pesach. The
custom was to wear white linen garments. The
Kittel is meant to symbolize this dress. This
custom is another example of a practice which
is zecher le'mikdash in which one’s yearning
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for the Temple’s rebuilding is awakened and
a taste of the future is felt in real time (Hag-
gadat Ha’Netziv Imrei Shefer, Introduction). It
is noteworthy that Rav Kook, in describing a
Pesach Seder that he shared with the Netziv
as a young man in the Volozhin Yeshiva,
remembered the Netziv sharing this novel
insight at the start of the Seder. Apparently
the notion of longing for the Land and the
Temple’s rebuilding contained in this minhag
left an impact on the mind and heart of Rav
Kook. (Ibid. p. 309)
CHANUKAH MENORAH -
ZECHER L'MIKDASH

Rav Kook suggested that the multiple
branches and lights of the Menorah should
be viewed as a symbol for the nation of Isra-
el’s multiple spiritual gifts: Torah, wisdom,
morality, prophecy, justice, and compassion.
These unique qualities are inherent in the
people of Israel. These “lights” appear dis-
tinct and divided, leading, at times, to strife
between the multiple camps. It is natural that
each branch emphasizes their own principle
and promotes it as being supreme. However,
such competitiveness leads to internal friction
among the nation of Israel.

Rav Kook believed that these internal con-
flicts will not exist forever. As we inch closer
to the redemption, it will become clear that the

FOR SALE IN ASHKELON: 4-room apartment
on the first line to the sea! 14" floor, including
private storage area. 2,670,000 shekels

Meir Baron Licensed Realator 0546-585860
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disparate lights actually share a common root
and are really all part of one resplendent light.

This exalted vision, said Rav Kook, is
reflected in the language of the bracha we
recite over the lighting. The bracha recited is
Phadlik ner (to light a candle), in the singular
(not neirot, in plural). The blessing we recite
hints to the glorious future of the nation when
brotherhood and the blending of disparate
ideals will become a reality and will be fully
celebrated. (Olat Re’iyah vol. 1, p.435)

In this sense, the lighting of the Chanukah
Menorah represents the spark of the future
lighting and an envisioning of the Menorah
being lit once again in the Beit Hamikdash
in Jerusalem.

FEELING THE LACK

“If a person comes along and says that they
experience all the light of the Torah and mitz-
vot in the current time period, do not believe
them. It is a sign that such a person does not
understand the depths of Tzfiyat Yeshuah /
anticipating redemption.” (O. Orot Yisrael 7:6)

Rav Kook, in the teaching above, highlights
the fact that a Jew, sensitive to a lack in true
mitzvah performance in the absence of the
Temple, is one who lives with a palpable
yearning for the “geulah shlemah.” Perhaps
a good example of this is one who observes
the “Sefirat HaOmer.” Following the count
each night for forty nine days, it is customary
to recite a prayer for the rebuilding of the
Beit HaMikdash. Rabbi Soloveitchik points
out that praying for the rebuilding of the Beit
Hamikdash is generally not said following the
observance of any other mitzvah. Why here
for Sefirat HaOmer? One is to recognize the
deficiency in our counting the Omer in our
day. The central component of the mitzvah,
namely the offering of the Omer (barley) on



the mizbeach, cannot be carried out with-
out the Temple and the altar in place. (See
Mesorat HaRav Siddur, p. 322-324).

RAV KOOK’S LONGING

It is known that during the first years that
Rav Kook lived in Jerusalem, he regularly
recited Tikkun Chatzot, the midnight prayer
over the destruction of the Temple, at the
Kotel. Rav KooK’s childhood friend Avraham
Sho’ar described how they would recite
Tikkun Chatzot together during the Three
Weeks: Every night at midnight, Avraham
Yitzchak (Kook) would close the Talmud.
We would descend the bimah, where we
learned at night, and stand near the large
furnace, remove our shoes, and sit on the
floor to recite Tikkun Chatzot - two young
boys weeping over the destruction.

“I once asked him in my childish naivete,
‘Why do you weep so intensely during the
reciting of Tikkun Chatzot? 1 also love Eretz
Yisrael and my soul, too, yearns to immigrate
to the precious Land.” His answer, spoken
with natural innocence, startled me into
silence: ‘You are not a kohen. I am a kohen!”
(Celebration of the Soul, Neriya, translation
Jaffe, pp. 250-251)

Rav Kook, from a young age, internalized
the longing for the rebuilding of the Beit
Hamikdash and in a personal way, as a
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kohen, envisioned a day that would bring

him and of the people of Israel back to Jeru-
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shlema (full redemption).

LESSONS FOR LIFE:

*  Create a permanent "brightness adjust-
ment" to a dark situation.

e Add a prayer for the long-term welfare
and safety of the world

*  Thank God for living at this time in his-
tory. Think of the possibilities, blessings
and opportunities that we have, which
earlier generations couldn't have even
dreamed of. m
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A New Series IN KATAMON for Women
With Rabbi Y. Y. Rubinstein

Based on his Bestselling book ....

“Truly Great...Jewish Women Then and Now”

Sundays 11:30 am,
Ben Tabai Street, KATAMON

Discover hidden facts from the lives of the
greatest women of Tanach like Sarah, Rachel,
Tamar and Esther as well as the lives of those
less well known like Avrohom’s mother Amoslai
Bat Karnovo and David’s mother, Nitzevet Bat
Adiel. Each shiur also introduces you to a
contemporary great Jewish women.

Rabbi YY Rubinstein is a global lecturer, columnist and

author of 14 books. He spent seven years in Gateshead

Yeshiva, plus three in Kollel and has taught in Yeshivas and
Seminaries for over 40 years.

For more information
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In the makeshift shul we were
using, the only available tallit was draped
over a sefer Torah in the aron kodesh. Was
it justified to remove it to give to a visitor who
forgot to bring his tallit? Which purpose is
more important?

There is no need to use a tallit to
wrap a sefer Torah. Certainly, when it is in the
aron kodesh, it is uncommon to drape any-
thing on a sefer Torah other than its mantle;
the aron provides the necessary honor and/
or protection. It is more common that when
it is being transported or placed down for a
while, we like to cover it, which is probably a
combination of protection and honor. When
this is done, it is common to use a tallit, which

NEW! Affordable
Yissachar—Zevulun Agreements
Under the auspices of: Harav Mordechai Eliyahu zt
yaranoff@gmail.com | zevulun-streams.com
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presumably gives more honor to the sefer
Torah by not only covering it, but doing it with
a particularly honorable object. However, even
if the sefer Torah was being kept out of the
aron, any respectable covering would be fine.
Therefore, the tallit’s purpose for covering the
sefer Torah is not a significant factor.

On the other hand, there is not a serious
halachic requirement to wear a tallit during
davening. It is possible that it is important for
one davening Shacharit to show he is fulfilling
the mitzva of tzitzit, which is mentioned as
part of the tefilla (compare to Berachot 14b,
see Tosafot ad loc.), but this is fundamentally
accomplished by his pair of tzitzit. Indeed, if
wearing a tallit during Shacharit were partic-
ularly important, Ashkenazim would not have
the minhag that single men do not wear them
(see Living the Halachic Process III, F-7). Still,
the minhag of those who wear a tallit has some
significance, as does the human element of a
visitor being embarrassed or feeling that he
is missing something. Therefore, the “greater
purpose” is likely to be for the visitor.

What still deserves attention is the matter of
taking something away from a sefer Torah to
be used for a person. If the tallit is designated
for ongoing use for the sefer Torah, it becomes
sanctified as a tashmish kedusha, which should
not be used for matters of lower kedusha (Shul-
chan Aruch, Orach Chayim 154:6), irrespective
of the mitzva importance of the new usage. A
tashmish kedusha has higher kedusha than an
object used for a mitzva (Megilla 26b).

However, an object does not become a
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tashmish kedusha by being used on a tem-
porary basis (Mishna Berura 154:11), and
even when it is more permanent, an under-
standing that it should not be set aside for
the kedusha sometimes works (see Shulchan
Aruch ibid. 8). So, one should check whether
the nature of the designation of this tallit for
the sefer Torah was intended to be ongoing
before using it for other things.

Another question is of situational disgrace
to the sefer Torah by taking the tallit directly
from the sefer Torah to a person’s back. We
find halachic precedent for this concern from
the matter of taking a light from a Chanuka
candle (other than the shamash) to use to light
another (Shabbat 22b). Using the candle for
something else can be bizuy (degradation of
a) mitzva. While we fundamentally allow this,
because it is for the purpose of the mitzva,
there are various opinions about cases that
are arguably less mitzva-tied (Shulchan Aruch
and Rama, OC 674:1). The Rama makes a dis-
tinction that is instructive for us. After the
candle has been lit long enough for the mitzva

to be completed, it becomes permitted to use
it. It is difficult to determine whether hala-
chically, during use that does not sanctify it
long term, bizuy to the sefer Torah applies, but
we would have recommended the following
“compromise,” which seems balanced and
safe for the letter and spirit of the law.

Remove the tallit when the sefer is in the
aron, and, if possible, replace it with another
nice cloth if the congregation wants it covered.
After a few minutes, give the no-longer-in-use
tallit to the visitor, and after davening, do not
return the tallit immediately to the sefer Torah,
thereby lessening the image of the visitor tak-
ing the “sefer Torah’s tallit.” If, at some point,
someone returns it, that is fine.

Having a dispute?
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Machon Puah for Fertility and

Last time we started discussing whether a
husband can be present during childbirth.
We saw that the Talmud (Shabbat 128b) per-
mits lighting a candle if the woman giving
birth requests it. This is even if she cannot
see and requires the candle for the benefit of
the midwife. This is due to a concept called
ituvei daata, the peace of mind of the woman
giving birth.

Our Sages recognized that the process
of birth was a dangerous one and that the
woman’s psychological welfare can have
an impact on the outcome. If she is fright-
ened and pressured there is a more present
danger. Therefore, the Talmud permits and
obligates performing all tasks that can alle-
viate her concern and fear.

It should be pointed out that this is the hala-
cha; the woman giving birth is considered to
be in danger, both physical and psychological,
and we must alleviate her fear and give her the
best medical treatment available. This is the
case even if it involves compromising other
halachic principles, such as the observation of
the laws of Shabbat. Even if modern medicine
claims that childbirth is not dangerous, or that
there is no medical reason to illuminate the
room, the halacha would still permit it. Of
course, if medicine promoted a particular
act as being conducive to a healthy birth, the
halacha would permit and even encourage it.
62 TORAH TIDBITS 1636 / TOLDOT

RABBI GIDEON WEITZMAN

Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

The psychological needs of the woman
are determined by her and her alone. Even
though another woman does not need the
lighting or her husband’s presence, if the
woman in question says that she does need
it, we must comply with her request. Obvi-
ously, there are limitations to what can be
permitted and what the halacha requires and
what requests are granted, but if the woman
asks for something that is logical, acceptable
and normative, the halacha would permit it.

In Rabbi Henkin’s responsa, Bnei Banim,
that is now being published in English, he
states that the woman giving birth is a special
case, unlike other ill individuals. While we
are obligated to alleviate the pain and anguish
of all sick patients, the woman giving birth is
unique. We must take into account her psy-
chological state, more than any other ailing
person. Even a simple and basic request must
be honored.

This obviously has ramifications on our
question of the permissibility of the husband
being present during the birth.

More on this next time.
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than if you cash it in with the company.

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com
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BALCONY, LARGE COMMON ROOF FOR SUKKAH,
AMAZING VIEW OVER SOUTH JERUSALEM

ASKING PRICE: NIS 4,350,000

COUNTRY ESTATE IN EIN KEREM

271 SQM HOME ON OVER 1 DUNAM OF LAND ON A
QUIET HILL IN EIN KEREM, FOR RENOVATION,
POTENTIAL FOR INCREDIBLE DREAM HOME
ASKING PRICE: NIS 9,800,000

€ OLDEES

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181 www.integrityrealestate.co.il
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UPCOMING EVENTS

lISRAEL

MUSEUM TOUR FALL SERIES

NBN invites seniors to join us for a fall series of tours across

Full, Sexi the country.

October - November 2025 | Various cities across Israel

YITZHAK SHAMIR

FILM SCREENING & PANEL

Join us for "Shamir, His Way" a film on Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir, followed by a Q&A with Mr. Yair Shamir & Mr. Herzl Makov.

Sunday, November 30, 2025 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

BOOK SHUK

Get ready for NBN's first ever Book Shuk - a literary fair
celebrating the creativity and talent of Olim authors!

Sunday, December 7, 2025 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

NBN ON TOUR

Meet our team, get answers, and move forward with your
Aliyah plans with confidence.

November 23,2025 | NEW JERSEY

ALIYAH OPEN HOUSE

Join our Nefesh B'Nefesh Aliyah Advisors for an informative
session about your journey to Israel.

MANHATTAN - December 4 | WESTCHESTER - December 8

ALIYAH PLANNING WEBINARS

138 Aliyah Is NOW! Join us to get all the information you need
i about your upcoming Aliyah!

November - December 2025 | Online

www.nbn.org.il/all-events
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MAOR

Do you know an Oleh, between the ages of 12-18, that is
making a strong contribution to their community?

S IS YOUR CHANCE TO
THEM RECOGNIZED!

The Nefesh B'Nefesh Maor Youth Prize was established in 2022, to recognize
young Olim who have made an impact, as a guiding light, in their community.

ELIGIBILITY

- Must be between the ages of 12-18
- Made Aliyah from an English-speaking country and currently residing in Israel

- Actively making a significant contribution to their community or the ongoing

war effort

For more details and to nominate: WWW.NBN.O

Nominations must be submitted no later than November 30, 2025.
Prizes will be awarded at the Nefesh B'Nefesh Aliyah Campus in
Jerusalem on Sunday, December 21, 2025.
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Sefer Ezra spans the time period between
the end of Sefer Daniel and the miracle of
Purim, and continues from there through
the rebuilding of the Second Temple. While
Daniel exemplifies the yearning for Jerusalem
of the early exiles, in Esther we encounter
an assimilated people who have no qualms
about attending the feast of Achashverosh.
At the time of the initial Aliyah described in
Sefer Ezra, which took place several years
before the Purim story, only about five
percent of the Jewish diaspora responded
to King Cyrus’s call for the Jews to return
to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple. A
Yemenite legend tells of Ezra himself visit-
ing Yemen to rally the people to return to
Israel; when the people refused to join his

DO YOU SUFFER FROM JOINT PAINT
“Stem Cells™
An in-office mini-liposuction can

provide the cells to treat this
condition naturally

_"\

Y

FOR INFO: KNEE@SZMC.ORG.IL
WWW.DOCTORZINGER.COM/ARTHRITIS
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mission, he cursed them, declaring that the
Jewish community never prosper in Yemen.
They responded with a counter curse, that
Ezra himself should die and be buried outside
the Land of Israel. According to legend, both
curses were fulfilled. Similar stories of Ezra
trying unsuccessfully to assemble the Jewish
people for their return to Israel are told of the
communities in Toledo, Spain and Wormes,
Germany. Throughout the diaspora, Ezra met
with resistance from Jews who were com-
placent in their exile, who had built homes
and communities that provided comforts they
were loath to leave behind in order to do the
hard work of rebuilding a land that had lain
desolate for seventy years.

This phenomenon has repeated itself
throughout history. Just a few short weeks ago
we read at the end of Parashat Noach that Ter-
ach set out with his family to reach the Land of
Canaan. When he reached the metropolis of
Haran, he decided to settle there. Terach was
the first to forfeit the spiritual benefits of the
Land of Israel in favor of the creature comforts
offered by the bright lights of the big city.

The Talmud (Yoma 9b) recounts an incident
in which Resh Lakish was swimming in the
Jordan river and Rava bar bar Hana offered
him a hand to help him out. Resh Lakish
recoiled and said, ‘You hateful Babylonian
Jews! Had you ascended in force in the days
of Ezra rather than only as a small minority,
we would now be experiencing the full reve-
lation of Divine Glory. Because of you we only
merited to experience a partial revelation.’



Centuries later, Rabbi Yehuda HaLevi
expressed a similar idea as a question posed
by the Khazar king regarding the Jews of the
medieval era: “You have not made Israel your
goal, though you say in your prayers %y on
12N 1’2 X’ °D X - Have mercy on Zion for
she is our life’s home, and you believe that the
Divine Presence will return to Israel... [Yet] I
see that all your knee-bending and bowing
towards Israel is merely insincere flattery...”
To which the Haver replied, “You have shamed
me, King of Khazar. It is this very sin that
held us back from achieving full redemption
through the Second Temple... Perhaps this is
what Shlomo HaMelech meant when he said,
‘I am asleep but my heart is awake,” in that
he compared diaspora Jewry to one who is
asleep... ‘My beloved sent his hand through
the keyhole’ refers to Ezra, Nehemiah and the
other prophets who exhorted the people to
return, until some finally agreed... if we had
been prepared to greet the Presence of G-d
wholeheartedly and with a longing soul, we
would have encountered G-d as miraculously
as our ancestors in Egypt.”

In 1956, Rav Soloveitchik echoed the Kuzari:
“Can we not hear, in our own concern for the
peace and security of the land of Israel today,
the knocking of the Beloved pleading with His
love that she let Him enter? He has already
been knocking for more than eight years
and still has not received a proper response;
nevertheless, He continues to knock... Would
that we not miss the moment!”

As we learn Sefer Ezra, let us take note of
the numerous parallels between the Return
to Zion of Ezra’s generation and our own
time. We pray that the Jews of today’s dias-
pora heed the call of Ezra and open the door
to the knock of the Beloved, so that we may

see the full revelation of Hashem’s Presence
speedily in our time.

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
Department chairperson and New Teacher
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of
the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi series,
currently in its third cycle, women scholars deliver
a daily shiur on the books of Prophets (Neviim)
and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a chapter
a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners of all
levels who would like to participate in the two-
year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU Women’s
Initiative to register for additional content.

|

TAL CLEAN

Y Contact us:
050-445-5975

info.talclean@gmail.com

Fa3

Polish | Curtains
Al And
more
cleaning
Mattress Services

-t

Sofas Cleaning Carpet Cleaning

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.TALCLEAN.CO.IL

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilied

Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658
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i Showcase Your Community — Attract New Olim!
Reach hundreds of families planning aliyah — all from your own home.

Share what makes your community special:
# Great housing « s Quality schools « -= Job opportunities « ©~ Warm lifestyle

Join the Virtual Home Relocation Fair!
@Sunday, Feb 22, 2026 | B Online
& Reserve your spot today: nehama.cohen@ou.org
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1O Cities Sold
One Mission
Your Home in Israel

e

—-

We Have Sold Homes
To Olim In These Cities

Latest Projects & Pricing

e Jerusalem
Netanya Haifa Area: 3 Bedrooms

Zichron Yaakov Starting From 1.7 M NIS
Rehovot
Carmei Gat Carmei Gat: 3 Bedrooms
Efrat Starting From 2.I5 M NIS
Neve Shamir
Ramat Bet Shemesh Ofakim: Custom Homes
Ashkelon 140sgm on 400sgm Lot
Rosh Pina Starting From 3.0 M NIS

Wherever You Want to Live in Israel
We Have The Experience To Get You There

|zzy Leizerowitz
+972 52 682-9367

KETER ADVISORS  BROKBRgOwner ~ USA (786) 385-8859
FEES 2% + VAT info@keteradvisors.com




Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

After a Breakup: Helping
the Heart Get Ready Again

Healing First, Dating After: Supporting Singles Post-Relationship

AN PRYP)
9”7 102N IR OV 12 PNY’ PRI

Ora askes:

My candidate recently ended a long rela-
tionship. He told me he’s ready to move on
and hear new suggestions, but I'm not so
sure. Each time I suggest someone, he finds
vague reasons to reject the idea. It feels
like he’s just looking for excuses to say no.
How can I really help him?

Aleeza answers:

When someone comes out of a long
relationship, even if they say they’re ready,
the heart often needs more time than the
mind admits. Ending something significant
leaves a space that doesn’t fill instantly. And

U.S.-Trained Neurologist
, Dr. Maia Batash

Expert, Compassionate Neurological Care

%, Call or WhatsApp: ADHD -
+972 55-500-3278 W
? Jerusalem, Israel N':::p:mﬂ:':::

Nerve Injuries »

English & Hebrew Head Trauma, Whiplash =

e e
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sometimes, the fear of being hurt again shows
up as a quick rejection.

First, let’s validate: he’s not wrong for feel-
ing hesitant. This is how Hashem created the
world when we lose something meaningful,
we need a process of healing. The question
is not just “Is he ready to date?” but “Is he
ready to open his heart again?” Those are very
different things.

So how can you help? Gently. With
patience. Instead of only suggesting matches,
invite him to reflect on what he learned from
his last relationship. Ask: What worked well?
What would you like to build differently next
time? This helps shift his focus from “what I
don’t want” to “what I truly want to create.”

You can also remind him: dating is not about
finding someone perfect, it's about finding
someone who is perfectly imperfect for you. If




he’s using small flaws as reasons to reject, that
may be fear of making the same mistake twice
so0 he’s ruling out people who may remind him lEVI Y"Z [: H AK
of what didn’t work previously. -

After making three suggestions and receiv- Painter and decorator
ing three no’s, let him know that you don’t and renovations a

. . e n—
have any other relevant suggestions at this — ey
. . B — s
time. Let him know you’ve made thoughtful s

solid suggestions and you believe they have
potential. Pause your suggestions and give
him a moment to reflect. An endless supply
of match suggestions will just prove you’re
throwing spaghetti at the wall rather than
making targeted suggestions.

May Hashem bless him with clarity, heal- v/ High standard of work
ing, and the courage to say yes when the right v cleanliness
person comes along. And may you be blessed

with spot on suggestions. @ Q 0544282937

"

.

\/ 15 years experience

Aleezam
L1 Every person who was not born in Israel
Want to set up vour friends? and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate
. Py ' his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually!
Become their ambassador - REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS!
join Shagririm Balev! The NEAMANS
%u [=] en.shagririm.org.il o 019 and led b
- Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
IE' 1 0585323242 Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
n) ' over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
ORTHGROK JICT MizrACHI in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
= o R Wedding every 2 days!

Netanel Shimoff Avia Azoulay

Injury & Health Claims (] Civil & Commercial
Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts
Work Accidents | Negligence & SHIMOFF AZOULAY  Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Insurance | Bituach Leumi Law Firm Wills & Estates

O 02-5660002 9 King George 16 A Jerusalem @ Office@aslegal.co.il @ aslegal.co.il

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally
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MALMSTROM:‘ Ly

Woodwork

L]uﬁd’l%ﬁuh

precision and passion: I erisalein L[lll‘.llt'l"nﬂl'ldlnﬂ,'ill'e'

What can [ build for you?
¢ Personalized

o Decks and lerraces.

services. o Pergolas.
« High- (|lld|ll\ e Privacy fences and fencing.

IIldlL‘l]dl\ « Luxury Finnish saunas.
~n the s Argenline-style barbecue grills.

ocus on the » Outdoor kitchens,

details. » Unigue, high-quality planters,

+ Free estimates. s Exclusive custom-made garden

furnilure,
Vertical garden structures [or
balconies.

If you have a ﬁp ject in mind, don't hesitate to contact
us, and together we will make your idea a reality

Yehoshua Malmstrom @ 053-3848126

. [B]eautifully edited and
compiled by Rabbi Ronald
Price... the plain meaning

of the biblical text
speaks to us in Halivni's
unique voice.”

"/- - -
'~ Divrei Halev
Thoughts of Rabbi Professor |
David Weiss Halivni
©On the Weekely Torah Portion |
By Rabbi Ronald D. Price
| ISEN 9789657801543 | HE-HI5 108 NIS )

www.israelbooks.com

J 6 Hatzvi St. Jerusalem, Israel | Tel 02 -538.0247 | info@gefenpublishing.com

Leok foruson § X @ | Avoilable at Amazon, Steimalzky, Perneranz and select bookstores.
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b/\ Flying Soon? lAl‘I
Travel with Confidence (===J
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <YM

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

;‘ Beler Tziporah ahp- 1]

ma_cb I l/f

Bottled Water Ge

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having
the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May
Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama
shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.
With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

20 5’09 1IN

==
—~CabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

Brand-New On The Market! Singed for urban renewal, on
the border of Emek Refaim, huyers will get a brand-new,
93 SQM 3-bedroom apariment with a safe room, big
balcony, parking, and storage room in 2 high-spec
building! Asking: 3,950,000 NIS

Amazing Deal! Cozy 80 sqm apartment, 3 rooms, and
very well kept. Private storage room, amazing community,
and tons of potential! Asking: 1,850,000 NIS

New For Rent! Large studio apartment in the best location
in town! Newly renovated with a separate kitchen, naw
bathroom, and balcony! Asking 4,500 NIS per month

Amazing Value! 106 sqm, 4 rooms, 2.5 bath, & Parking.
Huge balcony with open views, Close to shops and
restaurants. Asking 1,850,000 NIS

Hagilgal, Ma'ale Adumim

Free Standing House! 355 sgm, 10 rooms, 5 bath. Poal,
Jacuzzi, Sauna. Beautifully renovated and designed with
a massive succah terrace and a stunning view! Contact
for mare information!

Amazing Listing! 98.5 SQM renovated apartment in 2 fully
accessible building. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, a private balcony
a safe room, and 2 parking spots! Contact for virtual tour

New Price! Amazing 5-room, 2 bathroom, 120 sqm
penthouse apartment with a huge sukkah balcony and a
97 sgm registered roof. Fully accessible with parking.
Asking now 3,190,000 NIS

Tirosh, Gefen, Efrat

Newly Listed! Amazing stand-along house with a huge
wrap-around garden, 11 bedrooms, & baths, 372 SQM
built on an almost 600 SQM lot! Contact us for more info!
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h.l' For mare works and books by
o the cartoonist. visit

Netanel Epstein www.netbateps.com

GOOD MORNING, BENTZI.

YEAH...
WELL, I'LL NOT DETAIN YOU.
ER... SEE YOU AROUND!

CYOU... ER... YOU CERTAINLY DIDT

SILLY ME, | MUST HAVE JUST TAKEN A
WRONG TURNING AT THE... ER
PHOTOCOPIER... HA HA... | MEANT TO 60 TO
THE... ER... ELECTROMNICS STORE CUPBOARD...
T0... ER... FIX THE OFFICE TIWE MACHINE...

OH, HA HA! GOOD MORKING,
MALKIT HAY
DIDN'T.... DIDNT SEE
Y0U THERE!

BUT NOT ARDUND TW\S PART OF THE FLOOR,
BECAUSE IT'S (LEARLY OFF-LIMITS TO BLL
HOM-MR. CODSHOWS.

o AND | THOUGHT | MADE IT QUATE (LEAR
THAT MR, CODSHOW'S INSTRUCTIONS ARE
THAT THE NEW EXECUTIVE KITCHENETTE IS
(FF-LIMIT TO ALL EMPLOYEES, DIDN'T 17

F
<. WITH AN *I LOVE SHOOPY* MUG
AND AN EMPTY CODKIE JAR.
HOW VERY INVERTIVE OF YOU.

AR! OH... 1 JUST... THOUGHT I'D PATROL THE
CORRIDORS EVERY NOW AND THEN... JUST
TO MAKE SURE... THAT THE... ER... 4
BAMN 15 BEING UPHELD!

ANOTHER WRONG TURNING, BENTZI?

DEAR, DEAR, YOU DO SEEM DISTRACTED
TODAY.

HOW VERY RESPONSIBLE OF YOU.




1 JUST HOPED... | MEAN... TEARED...
THAT BECALISE YOU'VE GOT YOUR EYES

OWH MOST OF THE TIME... YOU'RE NOT
REALLY LODKING ARDUND MUCH...
YOU MIGHT NOT CATCH...

YEAH, BECAUSE... THE... ER... RISK OF INFILTRATION
15 EVEH HIGHER THESE DAYS... WITH THE REGULAR
OFFICE KITCHENETTE OUT OF ORDER...
| AND ALSD BECAUSE THE EXECUTIVE KITCHENETTE HAS
THOSE EXTRA-CHOCOLATEY BISCUITS THAT MR.
ODSHOW HIDES BEHIND THE COFFEE MACHINE..

. WELL, YOUR DEVOTION TO LAW AHD DRDER
IN THE OFFICE 15 ADMIRABLE, BUT THERE'S
WO REAL MEED TO TIGHTEM SECURITY. I'M

THINK ABOUT IT, THE BABA SALI,
THE LUBAVITCHER REBBE, AND
ALL THE GREAT KABBALISTS
COULD SEE THINGS THAT
'WERE HAPPENING ON THE OTHER
SIDE OF THE WORLD...
HOTHING TO DO WITH THEIR

PHYSICAL RETINAS, RIGHT?

IMAGIN
THAT..

QUITE CAPABLE OF HOLDING THE

FORT, THANK YOU.
"
¢
{ ER... 50 YOU ARE...

i
/ PEOPLE THINK YITZCHAK AVIND WAS ALSO
BLIND, BENTIL... THEY IMAGINE OUR GREAT
AND HOLY FOREFATHER AS CLUELESS
WHO CANT TELL HIS OWH SONS
APART. CAH YOU IMAGIHE?

SOMVTTOCHAK AN IRL, WHD WAS MOST
LIKELY EVEN GREATER AND HOLIER, WE
COULDHT TELL ONE 50N FROM ANOTHER
BECAUSE OF SOME EYE TROUBLE AND
B BIT OF GOATSKIN?

WHEREAS THE SFAT EMET EXPLAING THAT HIS
"BLIWDNESS” WAS, IN FACT A WAGHER VISION,
THAT ENABLED HIM TO SEE \HWARD, INTO THE
VERY ESSENCE OF THE SOUL, WITHOUT BEIHG
DISTRACTED BY EXTERIOR THINGS...

DEEP UNDER ALL OF ESAV'S CRIMES, WERE
TREMENDOUS QUALITIES THAT YAAKOV DIDN'T
POSSESS. AND 50 YITCHAK WANTED TO BLESS

THOSE QUALITES, TO GUIDE THEM!

S0 WHEN YAAKOV STOOD BEFORE HIM,
YITICHAK'S INNER GAZE WAS FIXED UPON
THE SPIRITUAL COMBINATION DF ESAN'S
CUKNING AND TALENTS WITH YAAKOV'S
“VOICE™ THAT STOOD BEFORE HIM...

THE BOTTOM LINE 15, BENTZI, AS YITICHAK'S
DESCENDANT, AND A5 A JEWISH WIORMAN,
"M PERFECTLY CAPABLE OF SEEING WHAT'S
GOING ON, EVEN WHEN MY EYES SEEM
PREQOCCUPIED.

IT MATTERED HOT WYWCH SON IT WAS AT
THE TIME. HE BLESSED HIM WITHOUT
HESITATION AND HE WERIT\ED THE
BLESSING AGAIN, WITHOUT REGRET,
AFTER ESAV TURNED UP. el

; AH, YES, | CAN SEE YOU'RE
| OUITE EXCELLENT AT THAT! I'LL JUST...
BE ON MY WAY, SHALL 17

JUST (HECKING THE WALLS,
ARE WE?




TORAH 4 TEENS

EZRA SILTON
MODIIN CHAPTER DIRECTOR

LEARNING FROM
AVIMELECH’S TESHUVA

Parshat Toldot has many parallels to Par-
shat Vayera, including parallels between
Avraham and Yitzchak - through the birth
of two children and the need to choose one
of them, going down to Avimelech in Gerar,
settling around Be’er Sheva, and more.

I would like to focus on one difference
between Avraham’s and Yitzchak’s journeys
in Gerar. We know that Eretz Kna’an was
full of forbidden relationships. Both Avraham
and Yitzchak had to lie about their wives,
saying that they were their sisters. There is,
however, a small but significant difference
between the two stories. In Parshat Vayera,
Avimelech immediately takes Sarah into
his home, and Hashem and Avraham teach
Avimelech a lesson. In our parsha, the same
situation repeats itself - except this time,
Rivkah is not taken to Avimelech and is able
to remain with Yitzchak for several months.

Through Avimelech’s teshuva, we can see
how Avraham elevated the world around
him over time, fulfilling Hashem’s promise:

“INTRN MNDWN 93921572

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418
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DAVID BEN ISHAI
9™ GRADE, HASHMONAIM

THE PATH OF TRUTH AND TRUST

In Parshat Toldot, we read about Yaakov
and Esav, two brothers who couldn’t be more
different. Esav is a hunter who acts quickly,
while Yaakov is thoughtful and focused on the
future. When their father Yitzchak is old and
blind, Yaakov, helped by his mother Rivkah,
tricks him into giving the blessing meant for
Esav. Even though Yaakov’s intentions may
have been good, his mistake was not trusting
that Hashem’s plan would unfold honestly
and at the right time.

Because of this, Yaakov must flee from
home, and his family becomes divided. His
choice teaches us that even when we pur-
sue something right or important, how we
achieve it matters deeply. Sometimes, doing
the honest and patient thing is harder, but
it leads to true peace and blessing. Toldot
reminds us that trust in Hashem and truth
in our actions will always guide us to the
blessings meant for us. ®

Miriam Leichman, M.A.

Music Therapist
CBT & Arts Approacches

& Helping children, teens & adults with:

= Anxiety = Confidence » Trauma

« Emotional regulation « Relationships
Geva Binyamin / Zoom

052-829-7337 » miriam.leichmanagmail.com
www.miriam-music-therapy.com




FOR INFORMATION: ADEL@IMTI.ORG.IL

IM TIRTZU - ENGLISH
SPEAKERS'’ EVENTS

JOIN US FOR A FASCINATING, ENRICHING,
AND MEANINGFUL EXPERIENCE

15-22

DECEMBER
2025

17

DECEMBER

Join us in spreading sufganiyot
and smiles to IDF soldiers —a
heartwarming initiative to show
appreciation and support for
those who protect us every day.

In collaboration with JCPA - an
eye-opening tour exploring
Jerusalem’s demography,
sovereignty, challenges, and its
central role in Israel's national
identity.

21

DECEMBER
2025

“The Biblical Roots of Zionism”
by Shai Rosengarten, Co-CEO of #%
Im Tirtzu. L

JANUARY
2026

“|srael's Status at the
International Court of Justice”
by Prof. Avi Bell, Professor of
Law at Bar-llan University and
the University of San Diego

School of Law, and a leading
expert in international law.

"IF YOU WILL IT"



kirumstudio.com

k-;
The Yishuv dream is real

en you dreamed of living in Israel, is this what you imagined?
Not an elevator and a mirpeset — but a backyard for the little ones, QUESTIONS?
a basement for Saba and Savta, and Shabbat kiddush in the street with neighbors. EILTE I

)
The soul of a yishuv. The comfort of home. Welcome to The Ridge in Giv'ot Eden. EPENHILLSCOLL [a]l¥

361111118 6111011ths 81111118
TO JERUSALEM TO MOVE IN FROM RBS Qg T H E Rl D G E

AT EDEN HILLS

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES STARTING AT /6.5 MILLION L

ISRAEL +972 5277 33458 USA +1 (914) 895-5957 EMAIL YOAV@PBYR.GROUP EDENHILLS.CO.IL




EXQUISITE BEACHFRONT LIVING

WHERE LUXURY M

Your serenity awaits at Olga

Join the growing VIDA Community!
Choose from 1-6 bedroom apartments all with direct sea views

ASDEN

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

© +1-917-697-3233 @ www.vidatowers.com [J] +972-58-500-5086




Jgive ‘
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Plan for End
of Year Today

Don'’t leave impact—or tax savings—on the table. Jgive's
donor-advised fund helps you donate cash or stock to
Israeli causes with powerful tax benefits across borders.

It's not a donation. It's a tax-smart strategy.

Learn more at platinum@jgive.com or scan the
QR code to get started:




