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Forever is 
Built Today

MELACHIM 1 1:1-31
Our Haftorah opens with David HaMelech 

at the end of his life, זקן בא בימים.The Abarbanel 
asks a sharp question: why does this passage 
open Sefer Melachim? Wouldn’t David’s old age 
and final moments belong at the end of Sefer 
Shmuel — the sefer that chronicles David’s life?

The Abarbanel answers: because this 
moment is not about David’s end, it is about 
Shlomo’s beginning. David’s waning strength 
signals the transition into the next kingship. 
Once the question becomes “who will reign 
after David?” — we have already entered 
Melachim. The focus now is succession, con-
tinuity, future.

David’s greatness here is not what he builds, 
conquers, or accomplishes. His greatness is 
what he secures for the next generation. 
Earlier in his life, David’s leadership was 

expressed through action while now his lead-
ership is expressed through transmission. His 
most powerful act in his final year is to ensure 
that the next link of the chain is firmly set.

Batsheva and Natan step in respectfully to 
assure that confusion and instability don’t fill 
the vacuum. Securing the future sometimes 
requires stepping forward with direct words, 
steady clarity, and a willingness to advocate 
for what is right. 

This is the deeper meaning of זקן בא בימים — 
his days held weight, his years had substance. 
The message is not nostalgia, it is responsi-
bility. Continuity is not automatic. It requires 
deliberate action, especially when strength is 
diminished.

So our Haftorah opens Melachim with a 
truth that is timeless: the future of Am Yis-
rael continues because someone made sure it 
would. The Jewish future depends on choices 
made with courage, clarity, and faith. That is 
the truest expression of Batsheva’s words — 
וִִד לְְעֹלָָֹם לֶֶךְְ דָּ�ָ אֹמֶֶר יְְחִִי אֲֲדֹנִִֹי הַַמֶּ�ֶ  David “lives — וַַתֹּ�
forever” not because his life continued, but 
because he secured the future of Am Yisrael. 
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