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Torah Tidbits is proud to share a photo  
each week on the cover from our readers!
It is an honor to showcase the immense  
talent from across the country.

Send us your best photos  
and give us the opportunity  
to highlight your story.
Everyone is invited to submit! 
(amateurs and professionals alike)
Please email to aarong@ouisrael.org

We continue to pray for the return of all the kedoshim from Gaza.
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

The very first game I remember playing 
was called “the quiet game.” My father would 
have his children, my siblings and I, play 
this game at bedtime in order to help us fall 
asleep. Why did it work? Because clearly we 
did not want to go to sleep, but playing the 
quiet game - i.e., in the competition to see 
who could stay quiet the longest - eventually 
caused us to fall asleep on our own.

I have been thinking about the quiet game 
the last few weeks. Why is it that competition 
so often gets us to do what we need to do? This 
has been on my mind since the MLB World 
Series has been going on, with the LA Dodg-
ers beating the Toronto Blue Jays to win the 
World Series. Normally, I don’t follow sports 

all that much. But for the past week, I have 
been in New York and Toronto, and it felt 
like the only thing people could talk about. I 
had an amazing and uplifting time, attending 
wonderful semachot and various speaking 
engagements. In particular, I had the honor 
of speaking at Mishkan Avraham, a shul in 
Toronto that is very dear to me. It is named 
after Mr. Avrom Silver, the same Avrom Silver 
of the Avrom Silver Jerusalem College, a Torah 
education program at OU Israel. Created in his 
memory by his incredible family and led for 
many years by Rabbi Sholom Gold zt”l, the 
program has baruch Hashem produced end-
less amounts of shiurim and Torah (available 
to watch and listen to on the OU Israel shiurim 
YouTube channel). 

The rabbi of Mishkan Avraham is Rabbi 
Yosef Kurtz, who is leading a beautiful 
congregation of people who are coming to 
learn and have such joy in prayer. Rabbi 
Yosef Kurtz himself leads Euro Israel, an 
NCSY summer program that comes to Israel 
every summer. During the year, Rabbi Kurtz 
is the Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva High School 
Ohr Chaim and Ulpana in Toronto.

Speaking at his shul, with the backdrop of 
the parsha of Avraham Avinu, who walked up 
and down the Land of Israel, I gave an over-
view of what amazing things are happening in 
Israel. I spoke about the passion that we have 
for our beautiful country, and the methods we 
use to encourage and inspire the teenagers 
in our Teen Centers to turn from receivers 
into givers, and ultimately play a vital role in 

May the learning  
in this week’s Torah Tidbits  

be לעילוי הנשמה

  החזן מרדכי מאיר 
בן צבי הירש הלוי זצ״ל

Cantor Martin Horowitz z”l
on his 31st Yahrtzeit on ט״ז מרחשון

He had a special affect on all  
who new him, bringing so many to  
Yiddishkeit, davening with utmost 
kavana for his kahal, and sharing  
his love for all of us in his family.  

He is unbelievably missed by us all.
May his neshama have an Aliyah

יהי זכרו ברוך

Mina and Howard Millendorf 
Sharon, Shlomo, Elior,  

Amiad, & Yagel Rabinowitz
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the IDF and Sherut Leumi, as well as in the 
homes that they will one day build and in 
leadership positions they will one day have 
in their communities and cities. I spoke about 
our amazing staff in our Teen Centers who 
are so instrumental in making this happen.

Baruch Hashem, we have dear friends 
and supporters in Toronto that understand 
that this is the way to make Israel’s future 
brighter and stronger. I am so grateful to 
these wonderful families and friends that 
take such an important role in making sure 
that we can continue doing the critical work 
that we’re doing.

The whole week in Toronto, there were 
signs everywhere about the Blue Jays. The 
city was totally focused on their baseball team 
winning the World Series. Even the Shabbat 
kiddush in shul was designed in the colors 
of the Blue Jays. I couldn’t believe my ears 
when I began to recognize the tune that was 
used for kedusha was “Take Me Out to the 
Ball Game!” The dvar Torah that the rabbi 
gave at Seudat Shelishit was on the concept of 
“anu ratzim v’heim ratzim” - how the Jewish 
people run after meaningful things in life, 
things related to our destiny, and not matters 
of the moment. 

So I have been thinking about competition 
and what that brings out in us. How it got me 
and my siblings to go to sleep when we were 
children, and how it can transform entire 
cities. Our natural sense of competition is 
clearly so strong. It gets us moving. It gets 
us to do things that otherwise we wouldn’t do. 
Good teachers use competition as a method in 
their classrooms to get students to learn and 
win the prize. Good bosses use competition 
wisely to bring out the best in their workers 
(when they do it well). 

I truly believe it is a trait HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu implanted in us that helps us become 
better human beings. It is really part of our 
yetzer hatov, not our yetzer hara. It gets us to 
try to strive better in life. And it really works. 
Make a competition with a friend and you’ll 
see. Who can learn more mishnayot, or chap-
ters of Tanach? When you make a chart and 
are checking in on each other, the drive is so 
powerful to win that your goals become so 
much easier to achieve. 

At some point on Shabbat, a man by the 
name of David came over to me. He told me 
that he was once in Peru with his family, and 

May the Torah learned  
from this issue of Torah Tidbits  
be לע”נ and in loving memory of

שמח שרון פריסר ע”ה
SHARON PREISER a”h

תש”כ – תשע”ה 1960-2015
On her ninth Yahrzeit - ט”ז מרחשון 

Beloved daughter, wife,  
sister, mother, and grandmother

On behalf of the Rubin, Polly
and Preiser Families
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he saw that there is a famous soccer team in 
Lima, Peru, that has as their symbol the OU. 
In fact, his whole family bought the uniforms, 
complete with hats and all, to dress up for 
Purim recently. I told him how surprised I 
was that there was a soccer team with an 
OU symbol, and that I had never heard of it.

After Shabbat, he brought me one of the 
hats as a gift. I always wanted an OU hat, so 
I was really thankful for it. And then, I was 
speaking to my good friend Jeff, who was 
getting ready to leave to attend the World 
Series game. He put on his Blue Jays World 
Series hat, and I put on my OU hat. And we 
took a picture together. 

I asked him a question I was really won-
dering. “If the Blue Jays win or if they lose, 
how is it going to make any difference to your 
life?” And he said, Obviously I want them 
to win. But I’m going to wake up tomorrow 
morning and I have my beautiful children 
and my incredible wife, and I’ll manage to 
get on with my life.” He continued, “It’s just 
so exciting. Did you know that the last time 
we had the World Series here and won was 
32 years ago. The city’s all happy, the whole 
country is looking forward to it, it’s just so 
nice to be part of this big thing.”

Later, as I looked at the OU hat in the mir-
ror, I said to myself that in the competition 
of life, I’m on many teams. I’m on Team 

Berman, raising a village with my wife and 
our entire family. I’m on Team Israel, working 
to improve and develop this beautiful coun-
try. But I’m also proud to say that I’m on Team 
OU. My challenge is to compete in a positive 
way to continue moving Klal Yisrael forward, 
to keep to the OU Israel mission of making 
sure that English-speakers coming to Israel 
can thrive religiously and otherwise in Israel, 
to make sure we’re helping as many teenag-
ers at risk across the country, and to continue 
trying to raise all the funds necessary in order 
to be able to help as many people as possible. 
B’ezrat Hashem, I hope everyone on Team OU 
keeps winning and we continue our success 
in helping as many Jews as possible. 

In Parshat Vayera, we see that this is the 
first time that the Torah uses the word 
“vayaratz” - and Avraham ran (Bereshit 
18:7). We are told that Avraham ran to feed 
his guests. He ran to be the most kind, the 
most generous, the most hospitable to his 
guests in the distance. May Team OU, b’ezrat 
Hashem, continue to be like Avraham - and 
continue running to serve Klal Yisrael in all 
the ways we can.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

ברוך דיין האמת

Chaim Avraham Fischer z”l
Passed away on Shabbas 

ח׳ אב 2025

Missed by his wife Peshi, 
22 grandchildren,  

and 23 great grandchildren
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022
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RABBI MOSHE HAUER ZT"L

Finding Our 
Moral Voice 

What do you do when the society in which 
you live seems to have lost its way? How do 
you respond when the world seems to have 
lost its moral compass? Is there anything 
to do or say when educational institutions 
cannot tell or teach right from wrong?

Sodom was a terrible place. It was depraved 
and vulgar and it preached apathy as a value; 
“What is mine is mine and what is your is 
yours; that is characteristic of Sodom.” That 
stood in complete opposition to Avraham 
who was driven to share and give and who 
dedicated his life to teaching and improving 

others. Nevertheless, Avraham the optimist 
who believed that people could change, 
that societies and the world could improve, 
pleaded with God to spare Sodom. Yet even 
Avraham did not suggest that Sodom be 
spared unless there were a meaningful 
number of righteous people b’toch ha’ir, in 
the midst of the city. 

The classic commentator Rabbi Avraham 
ibn Ezra (12th century) understood this 
phrase of “b’toch ha’ir” as implying that 
the presence of good people would only be 
redeeming if they could live their values 
publicly, “in the midst of the city.” If their 
virtue would be silenced and driven under-
ground, their presence in the city would have 
no effect, both because the truth would be 
buried and because a community that intim-
idates truth-tellers is irreparable.

Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch went further, 
requiring the presence of righteous people 
who refuse to look on idly at the moral ruin 
of their fellow citizens. Avraham’s righteous 
man “in the midst of the city” who could save 
Sodom would be someone who is “in lively 
connection with his whole environment. 
He never ceases admonishing and teaching, 

Rabbi Moshe Hauer’s zt”l divrei Torah were enthusiastically read each week by tens of 
thousands of readers of Torah Tidbits. His sudden death this past Shemini Atzeret came 
as a shock to our community and to the Jewish world at large. In the coming weeks and 
months we will honor Rabbi Hauer’s memory by publishing some of his most compelling 
and thought-provoking divrei Torah. May the study of his exquisite words of Torah be a 
source of chizuk and bring blessing to his memory.

לעילוי נשמת

Lionel Friedman z”l
on his 15th yahrzeit
15 MarCheshvan
In loving memory

Jonathan Friedman and Family
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objecting and warning, rectifying and saving, 
as much as he is able. He is attentive to every-
one and never tires of trying to right things 
– even if hope for success is slight. He never 
despairs of man and hastens to undertake 
any action for the sake of man.” 

In the current moment, the truth is strug-
gling to find its place in the midst of this 
country. It is rarely seen in the media and 
chased away from academia. Are there fifty 
truth-tellers b’toch ha’ir? Are there ten?

The future of this precious country depends 
on truth not being driven underground. The 
future of the world requires that clear voices 
of truth be raised loudly and clearly to teach 
and repair, never despairing of man.

We all need to be amongst those voices 
ringing out b’toch ha’ir, for Am Yisrael, for 
Eretz Yisrael, for America and for the world. 

Beit HaNatziv, 
Derech Hevron 101A
Talpiot/Arnona
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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STATS

4th of the 54 sedras; 4th of 12 sedras in Bereshit.
Written on 252 lines in a Torah, rank: 5.
6 Parshiyot; 4 open, 2 closed.
147 pesukim - ranks 7th (4th in Bereshit).
2085 words - ranks 2nd (1st in Bereshit).
7862 letters - rank: 3rd (2nd in Bereshit).
Vayeira is actually the 2nd largest sedra in the 
Torah. (Naso, is #1 with no rival - Bamidbar, 
Pinchas, and R'ei all take up more lines than 
Vayeira, but those sedras each have many 
parshiyot, which means a lot of blank space 
between parshiyot, which adds to the line-count.)

 
MITZVOT

None of Taryag (the 613 mitzvot) are found in 
Vayeira (one of 17 sedras without  entries on 
the list of 613) - however, there  are Midot and 
values and other lessons.

"Vayakumu Mesham Ha’anashim" (18:16) 
"And the men rose up from there and looked out towards Sodom"
What is the meaning of the word "Mesham"- "from there"? Obviously, the angels just left 
the tent of Avraham where they received his hospitality. It's understood that they left from 
there to here, looking out at Sodom. 
Rav Meir Dan Plotsky (Poland 1866-1928) known as the "Klei Chemdah", points out the 
importance of the word "from there". When the angels witnessed the hospitality and righ-
teousness of Avraham, there, at his tent, and then saw the great contrast of the wickedness 
of Sodom from afar, they were then driven even harder to fulfil their mission to destroy the 
city. Therefore, the pasuk reiterates that "the men rose up" from Avraham's tent and "looked 
out towards",  now determined more than ever, to eradicate Sodom. 
Rashi introduced this thought by saying – the reference to "looking out" in the Torah indicates 
evil. 								            - Shabbat Shalom

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

Luxury Large 4 Room
170 sq.m plus 120 sq.m garden
Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
Completely renovated
Private entrance
High ceilings and underfloor heating 

     Nava: 052-4810205

Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE
Abarbanel St, Rechavia

Exclusive

H&I Property Investments
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" נָּה..."   מִקְׂ ם לְׂ הָּ רָּ אַבְׂ רוֹן לְׂ דֵה עֶפְׂ ם שְׂ קָּ בראשית כ״ג:י״ז —וַיָּ  
The first property deal in our history began right here — in the Land of Israel. 

From Avraham’s purchase in Hevron to your next move in Jerusalem, 
every home tells a story of connection to our land. 

  

 
French Hill Cottage on prestigious Mevo 

HaMa'avak street, beautifully maintained, 5 
rooms + large sukkah balcony and 

reinforced bomb shelter attached to home! 
Asking: NIS 5,350,000 (call for pics/ video) 

Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111 
 

 
Baka Investment Opportunity! 

Derech Beit Lechem near Rivka. 4 rooms + 
2 toilets + balcony 7th fl w/ elev. private 
storage +gated parking, great condition 

NIS 2,650,000 
Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111 

 

 
Coastal Luxury Awaits – Neve Yam, Atlit 

Exclusive beachside living! 18 architect-
designed villas just 300m from the sea. 

240m² built on 250m² plots. Presale from 
₪6.5M. 

Ariyel Maresky 054-577-7509 

 
Talpiyot's New Landmark - Limited Pre-

Sale Opportunity 
300 luxury apts in central JLM. Only 40 pre-

sale units, 15% off. Exceptional design, 
prime location, and unmatched potential. 

Ariyel Maresky 054-577-7509 
 

 

 

 
Eliyahu Meni St, Nachlaot 

Great investment property, 2 rooms, new 
construction, mammad, Shabbat elevator, 

near shuk, overlooking Saidoff. 
Only NIS 2,190,000  

Orna Even Parker  054-621-6069 
 

 

 

 
Gedalyahu Alon St, German Colony 

180 sqm charming, pent-cottage, arched 
windows, breathtaking green views of  

preserved grove. 
NIS 10,900,000   

Orna Even Parker  054-621-6069 
 

 
Prestigious Balfour Vacation, Talbieh 
Mandate bldg, high ceilings, renovated 

(112 sqm), 2 master suites , 3 balconies, 2 
private storage ,1st floor. Includes all 

furniture and appliances NIS 7,400,000 
Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111 

 

 
Shlomo Ben Yosef St, Armon HaNetziv 

4.5-room gem with sukkah balcony, 
panoramic views, amazing light and air — 

unbeatable price, rare opportunity! 
NIS 2,150,000 

Micha Paul  052-511-6340 
 

 
Me'ir Feinstein St, Armon Hanetziv 
Exclusive 4-room duplex with private 

entrance and sukkah balcony, elegant, 
pristine, and ready for immediate living. 

NIS 3,140,000 
Micha Paul  052-511-6340 

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties 
is just one search away      www.remaxjerusalem.com  
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Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
RCA Israel Region

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”h
 חוה פעסא בת אהרן זלמן הכהן ע״ה

Mother of Reuven Tradburks

the contrasts of parallel stories.
1ST ALIYA (18:1-14)

G-d appears to Avraham. 3 men 
are warmly welcomed by Avraham 

with lavish hospitality. They announce to him 
that by this time next year Sarah will have a 
child. She overhears this from the tent and 
laughs, for her ability to bear a child is a 
thing of the past. G-d protests – is anything 
too much for G-d – by this time next year you 
will have a child.

A story of ethical monotheism in living 
color. Avraham and Sarah greet 3 strangers 
with a feast of fresh bread and meat after 
offering them just water and bread. They 
run and involve the whole family in their 
generosity. And after being told prophetically 
of the birth of Yitzchak, Sarah is engaged by 
G-d in dialogue.

This story serves as our paradigm of kind-
ness, generosity and hospitality, an illustra-
tion of the interpersonal that accompanies 
monotheism, generosity with engagement 
with G-d. 

But the story of the birth of Yitzchak is 
not the only baby story. We had the birth 
of Yishmael last week. And we will have the 
birth of Lot’s daughter’s children.

In the contrasts in these births lies pro-
found meaning. Hagar was given by Sarah 
to Avraham and she bore Yishmael. Lot’s 
daughters ply him with drink and bear chil-
dren from their father.

But here, rather than Sarah merely giving 
birth, with everyone wondering how that 

PARSHAT VAYEIRA
Our parsha is the heart of the beloved sto-

ries of Avraham. These stories can be seen as 
expressing 2 main themes. First, Avraham as 
the father of ethical monotheism. And second, 
the distinct nature of the Jewish people. 

The Torah will describe Avraham as a kind 
and generous soul, while at the same time a 
man of faith, of interaction with G-d and with 
His Name on his lips. These themes emerge 
from a very simple reading of the stories.

The second theme, the distinct nature of the 
Jewish people can be seen by the wonderful 
literary device of parallel stories. When sim-
ilar stories are juxtaposed, it is valuable to 
note their similarities, but more valuable to 
note their contrasts. And what the similari-
ties and contrasts teach. We will learn of the 
distinct nature of the Jewish people by noting 

(for large orders, pickup/delivery can be arranged)
www.sassvideo.com/SassVideoTransfer/

www.sassvideo.com

054-545-1969
02-993-4529

daniel@sassvideo.com

Transfer Your Memories to Digital
Your old pictures, slides, DVDs, records,

audio cassettes, video and film

will deteriorate over time
         Preserve your memories for future
             generations, before it is too late.
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could possibly occur at her age, G-d sends 
messengers to inform them of the impending 
birth. This is a miraculous birth, a Divine gift. 
A promise from the Master of the Universe. 

In this a contrast has been painted. People 
doing people things; Hagar bearing a child. 
Normal, unremarkable. Other people, Lot’s 
daughters bearing children in an exceedingly 
odious fashion. 

Sarah bears through Divine involvement. 
And such is the contrast of the nations and 

the Jewish people. The nations try to make 
their way in this natural world, devoid of the 
Divine, meandering, becoming nations, fum-
bling, mumbling and building their way, trying 
to make their way in this complicated world. 

The Jewish people are entirely different. 
Covenant, Promises from G-d, miraculous 
birth. A nation walking, talking and being 
driven by the Divine.

2ND ALIYA (18:15-33)
The men leave for Sodom. G-d 

reasons that He may not withhold 
from Avraham, the champion of justice, of His 
plan to destroy Sodom. Avraham challenges 
Him: How can You destroy the righteous 
along with the wicked? And how can You 
destroy the place if there are righteous people 
present? Avraham presses his point.

Avraham is generous in spirit, arguing with 
G-d Himself to save Sodom. But we must pay 
attention to not only what Avraham is doing 
but who he is doing it for. We already know 
about Sodom from the first moment Lot 
chose to live there; the people are exceedingly 
wicked. That is how they are described. And 
Avraham himself knows it because he bar-
gains all the way down to 10 righteous people. 
Because he himself knows there aren’t 50 
righteous. Or 40, or 20. 

Avraham is pleading for a city of wicked 
people. That is his generosity, his kindness, 
his care and concern for others. Pleading 
with G-d for them. Another rich display 
and example of interpersonal ethics, ethical 
monotheism.

3RD ALIYA (10:1-20)
The men journey to Sodom. Lot 

prevails on them to stay with him. 
The men of the city object to the presence of 
these foreigners. It turns violent. The visitors 
tell Lot that Sodom is to be destroyed and he 
must leave quickly. His sons in law refuse. 
The morning dawns and Lot, his wife and 
daughters tarry but eventually, relent and 
leave Sodom, told not to look back. 

Lot’s generosity parallels the generosity of 
Avraham shown to these same strangers. He 
welcomes the strangers, gives them a place in 
his home, serves them food. A parallel story 
to Avraham’s kindness to them. 

But the lesson lies not in the similarities but 
in the differences. We see immediately from 
what ensues that Lot is trying to save these 
poor men from the inevitable abuse they will 
be subject to momentarily. While Avraham’s 
generosity is pure, Lot’s is to shelter them from 
the nasty people Lot has chosen to live with. 

This story can also be seen as a foil, a con-
trast to the upcoming story of the Akeida. In 
both, a Divine command is given. Lot, say the 
angels, leave this city immediately. Avraham, 
take your son as a sacrifice. 

The contrast is the response. Lot tarries, 
hesitates at the Divine Command. Avraham 
arises early in the morning. 

And the bitter irony. Lot was commanded 
to save himself and his family; go quickly 
before the city is destroyed and you and your 
family will survive. And he hesitated.
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Avraham was told the opposite, the horri-
ble opposite: sacrifice your son, destroy your 
family. And he jumped to obey the Divine 
Command. What an irony, a contrast; the one 
commanded to save his family tarries, while 
the one commanded to destroy his family 
jumps quickly.

4TH ALIYA (19:21-21:4)
Lot is told to flee Sodom. The 

cities of Sodom and Gemora are 
destroyed. Lot’s wife looks back and turns 
to a pillar of salt. Avraham looks out from 
the hills and sees the destruction. Lot flees to 
the hills. The 2 daughters of Lot ply him with 
wine and become pregnant from him, rea-
soning that they are the only ones left in the 
world. They name their children Moav and 
Amon. Avraham goes to Gerar. Avimelech 
is told by G-d not to touch Sarah. Avimelech 
confronts Avraham as to why he hid Sarah’s 
identity from him. Avraham responds: I 
saw there is no fear of G-d here. G-d fulfills 
what he promised to Sarah. She gives birth 
to Yitzchak. Avraham circumcises him as G-d 
commanded.

When Avraham is confronted, fairly, by 
Avimelech as to why he didn’t tell him that 
Sarah was his wife, Avraham responds that 
he saw there is no fear of G-d here. Avraham 
is here stating the foundational principle; fear 
or awe or deference to G-d compels you to 
follow His command. 

Avraham is advocating ethical monothe-
ism. He says to Avimelech: without deference 
to G-d, man acts capriciously, with self-in-
terest, in an indulgent manner. Who knows 
what you would do to her, knowing she is 
my wife? We Jews, on the other hand, defer 
to the Divine command, complying with the 
Divine command.

5TH ALIYA (21:5-21)
Yitzchak grows and is weaned. 

Sarah sees Yishmael playing with 
Yitzchak. She tells Avraham to banish this boy, 
for he will not inherit on a par with Yitzchak. 
This troubles Avraham but G-d tells him to lis-
ten to Sarah. Avraham arises early, sends away 
Hagar and Yishmael. They go to the desert of 
Beersheva. The water runs out. Hagar cannot 
bear to see the death of her child and cries. 
An angel calls to her. Her eyes are opened, 
she sees a well and gives water to Yishmael.

Yishmael’s banishment is another parallel 
story to the Akeida that we are about to read. 
Both stories feature: parent arising early, a 
child walking with a parent, the child’s life in 
danger, an angel calls, the parent sees what 
they did not see before, the child is saved. 

The parallel is apparent; but where is the 
contrast?

Avraham goes to the Akeida by Divine com-
mand. Hagar is banished by Sarah. Divine 
command versus human activity. This con-
trast informs the contrast of Yishmael and 
Yitzchak. Yishmael will be a great nation by 
the criteria of great nations. Yitzchak will be 
a great nation with a special covenant with 
the Creator. One will be of this world; one 
will be of an elevated world.

6TH ALIYA (21:22-34)
Avimelech initiates a pact with 

Avraham in Beersheva. They 
name the place Beersheva from the word to 
swear. Avraham calls out in G-d’s name in 
Beersheva.

Another parallel story; a covenant. Avi-
melech makes a covenant with Avraham. 
G-d Made a covenant with Avraham. The 
nations work in the rough and tumble of this 
world and as such, with Avraham’s obvious 
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success, Avimelech figures it is good to be 
with a winner. The Jewish people march to 
the covenant with the Creator, a covenant of 
an entirely different sort.

7TH ALIYA (22:1-24)
Akeidat Yitzchak, the binding 

of Isaac. Avraham is told to take 
Yitzchak and offer him as an offering. On 
the way, Yitzchak questions Avraham. They 
arrive at the mountain. At the last moment, 
the angel calls to Avraham. Avraham has 
proven his loyalty to G-d’s command. He sees 
a ram caught in the bush and offers it in the 
place of Yitzchak. They return to Beersheva.

The most dramatic story in the Torah. A 
story of absolute loyalty to the Divine com-
mand but also one of pathos and irony. The 
man of generosity, who pleaded for the lives 
of the wicked of Sodom now prepared to take 
the life of his son. The one who challenged 
the injustice of the impending destruction 
of Sodom, now has no voice of objection. 
And the most obvious – the one who waited 
patiently for 25 years for the promise of 
a child – and a future – now prepared to 
destroy it all.

Why would Avraham have challenged 
the destruction of Sodom but here is so 
accepting? 

Perhaps the difference lies in the Divine 
command. When G-d tells Avraham he 
intends to destroy Sodom there is no Divine 
command. They are talking. G-d is telling 
Avraham what He intends to do. Avraham 
challenges.

Here, at the Akeida, Avraham is com-
manded. Sacrifice Yitzchak. Not informed. 
Commanded. I can challenge the Divine 
intent. I can challenge His balancing of jus-
tice and generosity. Perhaps He will balance 

things differently.
But when He commands, there is but 

one response. There is no challenging the 
command. There is only acquiescence, com-
pliance, deference. We can challenge what 
He intends to do; we cannot challenge His 
Command. 

2 KINGS , 4:1-37
This week’s parsha famously tells us that 

although Avraham and Sarah were advanced 
in age they miraculously bear a child. Along 
these same lines the haftorah this Shabbat 
describes a similar incident in which the navi 
Elisha assures an elderly childless woman 
that she will bear a child.

Elisha would often pass through the city 
of Shunem. A couple who lived in the town 
offered a place for Elisha to stay. They even 
made a guest room that Elisha could use 
whenever he needed. Elisha became aware 
that the couple was childless. He blessed the 
woman that she would give birth. Indeed a 
year later a son was born to the couple.

The story does not end there. A few years 
later the son died suddenly. The woman 
called Elisha back to her home. Elisha quickly 
came and miraculously was able to bring the 
child back to life. 

In loving memory of our 
parents/grandparents  

Bennie & Florence Klein
on their 19th yahrzeits

ברוך בן פרץ ז״ל
פריידל בת חנן ראובן ע״ה

Janet & Gordon Berkley and family

      י״ב חשון

    כ״ה חשון
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two of his countrymen found it necessary to 
seek a word which would signify a perfectly 
evil society. They searched for an antonym 
to "utopia." In the early 19th century, Jeremy 
Bentham introduced the word "cacotopia," 
defining it as a nightmare society in which 
morals mean nothing. Bentham's follower, 
the philosopher John Stuart Mill, preferred 
the term "dystopia." It is Mills' term that has 
prevailed as the antonym of choice for "uto-
pia." Subsequent philosophers have found it 
ironic that this nightmare world often results 
from attempts to create an ideal society.

This week's Torah portion, Parshat Vayera 
(Genesis 18:1-22:24) tells the story of what was 
the world's first "dystopia," Sodom. We first 
encounter this "nightmare society" in last 
week’s parsha, Parshat Lech Lecha. There, 
we read of Lot's decision to leave his Uncle 
Abram's company and "pitch his tents near 
Sodom." Immediately, the Torah interjects: 
"Now the inhabitants of Sodom were very 
wicked and sinful against the Lord." (Genesis 
13:13) The careful reader of this phrase won-
ders, "What exactly did they do to deserve 
such a malignant biblical review? What 
behaviors were so wicked and sinful?"

The rabbinic commentators, from the 
Talmud and Midrash down to our very own 
times, expand upon this description of Sodom 
and fill in some of the details for us. Rashi 
briefly summarizes some of the Talmud's 
views: "They were wicked with their bodies, 
sinful with their material possessions, and 
were intentionally rebellious against God." 

"Dystopia"
I never thought that I would begin a discus-

sion of the weekly Torah portion by referring 
to a person who was canonized as a saint 
by the Catholic Church. Never, that is, until 
I sat down to write this week's Person in the 
Parsha column.

The person in question is Sir Thomas More 
(1478-1535), the great jurist and counselor 
to the notorious King Henry VIII, who was 
beheaded because of his insistence that the 
Catholic Church was his supreme religious 
authority, and not King Henry.

I have long admired Sir Thomas because of 
his courage and also because of his wisdom. 
One example of the latter is the following 
quotation, which remains one of my all-time 
favorites: "The ordinary arts we practice 
every day at home are of more importance to 
the soul than their simplicity might suggest."

Although those words of wisdom could 
themselves serve as the basis for an essay, it 
is another one of More's contributions to the 
world's culture that prompts me to begin this 
column by mentioning him. More earned a 
prominent place in the history of world liter-
ature because of his classic work, Utopia. In 
this work, More imagines the ideal society, 
one that is perfectly just and fair. Indeed, 
More coined the word "utopia," which has 
become part of our everyday parlance.

Centuries after More's martyrdom, at least 
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They violated sexual mores, were unethical 
in their business dealings, and based their 
behavior upon a corrupt theology.

The great medieval commentator, Rabbenu 
Bachya ben Asher, elaborates even further by 
referring to a passage in the Book of Ezekiel 
that provides us with some further back-
ground as to the nature of Sodom. The passage 
reads: "Behold, this was the sin of your sister 
Sodom: arrogance! She and her daughters had 
plenty of bread and untroubled tranquility; yet 
she did not support the poor and the needy. In 
their haughtiness, they committed abomina-
tions before Me; and so I removed them, as you 
saw." (Ezekiel 16:49-50) The prophet informs 
us that Sodom was an affluent society which 
could easily have been charitable to others; 
yet they enacted laws against charity. They 
were untroubled, at peace because of their 
military power, yet they isolated themselves 
from less fortunate neighboring societies. They 
committed moral abominations.

Rabbenu Bachya continues, "Although 
the Torah had not yet been revealed, simple 
human reason demands charitable deeds 
and moral behavior. It is despicable that 
one human would stand idly by as another 
human suffers from hunger. How can one 
who has been blessed with bountiful wealth 
not alleviate another person's poverty? How 
much more despicable is he who ignores one 
of his own people, one who dwells within his 
own community."

Our Sages assert that Sodom and the three 
cities that were her cohorts were denied 
a place in the World to Come. It was not 
because they were a lawless society that 
they deserved this extreme punishment. 
Quite the contrary—they had an elaborate 
legal and judicial system. But their laws 

were based upon intolerance, selfishness, 
and cruelty. Our Sages tell us that their laws 
were enforced by means of the most sadistic 
tortures imaginable.

Abraham’s weltanschauung was the polar 
opposite of Sodom's. Is it not astounding, 
then, that he pleaded with the Almighty for 
Sodom’s salvation? After all, if the antonym 
for utopia is dystopia, then Abrahamism is 
the antonym for Sodomism. Yet Abraham 
prayed for Sodom!

Commentators throughout the ages have 
sought to understand why Abraham sup-
posed that there might be fifty, or even ten, 
righteous men in such a thoroughly corrupt 
society. One approach to this problem is 
attributed to Rabbi Isaiah Jungreis, author 
of the work Chazon Yeshayahu, a profound 
and original thinker whose life was snuffed 
out by the Nazis in 1944.

He argues that, paradoxically, the compre-
hensiveness and totality of Sodom’s evil was 
precisely what Abraham used in its defense. 
He puts these words into Abraham’s mouth: 
"Almighty Lord! Is it not conceivable that 
there are indeed fifty individuals in Sodom 
who recognize the cruel and evil nature of 
their society but who cannot protest, because 
their own lives would then be in danger? 
Surely these well-intentioned but impotent 
individuals deserve to be considered righ-
teous individuals in whose merit all of Sodom 
should be saved!"

Rabbi Jungreis suggests that the Almighty's 
responded as follows: "Yes, dear Abraham. 
He who opposes evil but does not protest 
because he fears for his own life is a righ-
teous person. But there were not fifty, nor 
even ten, individuals in all of Sodom with 
troubled consciences. It was not the coercive 
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Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact 
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

nature of their environment that prevented 
them from speaking out. It was their evil and 
sinful behavior."

I am not qualified to debate Rabbi Jungreis, 
a keen student of biblical texts and a kadosh, 
a martyr, of the Holocaust. I concur with his 
hypothesis regarding Abraham's argument. 
Abraham may very well have argued that 
those who fail to protest in order to protect 
their own lives should be considered righ-
teous men.

But I take issue with his conjecture regard-
ing the Almighty's response. I find the follow-
ing Divine response more likely: "Abraham, 
dear Abraham! A person who finds himself 
in an evil society must voice protest, whatever 
the cost, if he is to be considered righteous. 
There may very well have been ten, or fifty, 
or perhaps even more, residents of Sodom 
who were aware that theirs was a morally 
corrupt environment. Arguably, those men 
should not be considered evil. But there is no 
way that they can be considered righteous. 
A righteous person speaks out courageously 
against the evil that surrounds him. Trust 
me, Abraham, had anyone in Sodom broken 
the conspiracy of silence which allowed evil 
to persist, I, the Lord Almighty would have 
hastened to assist him in his cause."

It was not only Sodom’s evil that God could 
not tolerate. It was also the silence in the 
face of that evil. And that silence ultimately 
excluded all of Sodom from the World to 
Come. 

MAKEUP  
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Professional Services & Repairs since 1898
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com
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renovated 400m luxury home. 9.7 NIS 
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mall. 1,990,000 NIS 
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May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Even Higher 
Than Angels
It is one of the most famous scenes in the 

Bible. Abraham is sitting at the entrance to 
his tent in the heat of the day when three 
strangers pass by. He urges them to rest and 
take some food. The text calls them ‘anashim’ 
– ‘men’. They are in fact angels, coming to tell 
Sarah that she will have a child (Genesis 18).

The chapter seems simple. It is, however, 
complex and ambiguous. It consists of three 
sections:

Verse 1: God appears to Abraham. 
Verses 2-16: Abraham and the men/angels. 
Verses 17-33: The dialogue between God and 
Abraham about the fate of Sodom.

How are these sections related to one 

another? Are they one scene, two, or three? 
The most obvious answer is three. Each of the 
above sections is a separate event. First, God 
appears to Abraham, as Rashi explains, “to 
visit the sick” after Abraham’s circumcision. 
Then the visitors arrive with the news about 
Sarah’s child. Then takes place the great dia-
logue about justice.

Maimonides suggests (in Guide for the Per-
plexed II:42) that there are two scenes (the 
visit of the angels, and the dialogue with God). 
The first verse does not describe an event at 
all. It is, rather, a chapter heading.

The third possibility is that we have a single 
continuous scene. God appears to Abraham, 
but before He can speak, Abraham sees the 
passers-by and asks God to wait while he 
serves them food. Only when they have 
departed – in verse 17 – does he turn back 
to God, and the conversation begins.

How we interpret the chapter will affect 
the way we translate the word Adonai in the 
third verse. It could either mean (1) God or (2) 
‘my lords’ or ‘sirs’. In the first case, Abraham 
would be addressing Heaven. In the second, 
he would be speaking to the passers-by.

Several English translations take the second 
option. Here is one example:

The Lord appeared to Abraham... He 

On the 31st yahrzeit of my son
DOV LERBA ז”ל

We will meet at Har Herzl
for an אזכרה

on Friday, November 7th at 9:30am
For more details: 0528808560

Yosef Lerba and family
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looked up, and saw three men standing over 
against him. On seeing them, he hurried from 
his tent door to meet them. Bowing low, he 
said, “Sirs, if I have deserved your favour, 
do not go past your servant without a visit.”

The same ambiguity appears in the next 
chapter (19:2), when two of Abraham’s vis-
itors (in this chapter they are described as 
angels) visit Lot in Sodom:

The two angels came to Sodom in the eve-
ning while Lot was sitting by the city gates. 
When he saw them, he rose to meet them 
and bowing low he said, “I pray you, sirs, 
turn aside to your servant’s house to spend 
the night there and bathe your feet.”

Normally, differences of interpretation of 
biblical narrative have no halachic impli-
cations. They are matters of legitimate dis-
agreement. This case is unusual, because if 
we translate Adonai as ‘God’, it is a holy name, 
and both the writing of the word by a scribe, 
and the way we treat a parchment or docu-
ment containing it, have special stringencies 
in Jewish law. If we translate it as ‘my lords’ 
or ‘sirs’, then it has no special sanctity.

The simplest reading of both texts – the one 
concerning Abraham, the other, Lot – would 
be to read the word in both cases as ‘sirs’. 
Jewish law, however, ruled otherwise. In the 
second case – the scene with Lot – it is read as 
‘sirs’, but in the first it is read as ‘God’. This is 
an extraordinary fact, because it suggests that 
Abraham interrupted God as He was about 
to speak, and asked Him to wait while he 
attended to his guests. This is how tradition 
ruled that the passage should be read:

The Lord appeared to him . . . Abraham 
looked up and saw three men standing nearby. 
The moment he saw them, he ran from the 
opening of his tent to greet them, and bowed 

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863    etamorrisrealty.co.il  
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down low to the ground. [Turning to God] he 
said: “My Lord, if I have found favour in your 
sight, please do not pass by your servant [i.e. 
Please wait for me until I have given hospital-
ity to these men].” [He then turned to the men 
and said:] “Let a little water be brought so that 
you may wash your feet and rest under the 
tree…” (Genesis 18: 1-5)

This daring interpretation became the basis 
for a principle in Judaism: “Greater is hospi-
tality than receiving the Divine Presence.” 
Faced with a choice between listening to God, 
and offering hospitality to [what seemed to 
be] human beings, Abraham chose the latter. 
God acceded to his request, and waited while 
Abraham brought the visitors food and drink, 
before engaging him in dialogue about the 
fate of Sodom.

How can this be so? Is it not disrespectful 
at best, heretical at worst, to put the needs 
of human beings before attending on the 
presence of God?

What the passage is telling us, though, is 
something of immense profundity. The idol-
aters of Abraham’s time worshipped the sun, 
the stars, and the forces of nature as gods. 
They worshipped power and the powerful. 
Abraham knew, however, that God is not in 
nature but beyond nature. There is only one 
thing in the universe on which He has set 
His image: the human person, every person, 
powerful and powerless alike.

The forces of nature are impersonal, which 
is why those who worship them eventually 
lose their humanity. As the Psalm puts it:

Their idols are silver and gold, made by 
human hands. They have mouths, but cannot 
speak, eyes, but cannot see; they have ears, 
but cannot hear, nostrils but cannot smell… 
Their makers become like them, and so do 

all who put their trust in them. (Psalm 115)
You cannot worship impersonal forces and 

remain a person: compassionate, humane, 
generous, forgiving. Precisely because we 
believe that God is personal, someone to 
whom we can say ‘You’, we honour human 
dignity as sacrosanct. Abraham, father of 
monotheism, knew the paradoxical truth 
that to live the life of faith is to see the trace 
of God in the face of the stranger. It is easy 
to receive the Divine Presence when God 
appears as God. What is difficult is to sense 
the Divine Presence when it comes disguised 
as three anonymous passers-by. That was 
Abraham’s greatness. He knew that serving 
God and offering hospitality to strangers were 
not two things but one.

One of the most beautiful comments on this 
episode was given by Rabbi Shalom of Belz 
who noted that in verse 2, the visitors are 
spoken of as standing above Abraham [nit-
zavim alav]. In verse 8, Abraham is described 
as standing above them [omed alehem]. He 
said: at first, the visitors were higher than 
Abraham because they were angels and he a 
mere human being. But when he gave them 
food and drink and shelter, he stood even 
higher than the angels. We honour God by 
honouring His image, humankind. 

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

A small Sefer Torah with its own  
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva  

houses or for any other necessary  
occasion on a temporary free-loan basis.  

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173
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A New Series for Women 
With  Rabbi Y. Y. Rubinstein

Based on his Bestselling book ....

“Truly Great...Jewish Women Then and Now”

Rabbi YY Rubinstein is a global lecturer, columnist and 
author of 14 books. He spent seven years in Gateshead 

Yeshiva, plus three in Kollel and has taught in Yeshivas and 
Seminaries for over 40 years.

For more information Call Elisa 055 336 4073 

Sunday mornings 10:00am, 
Wolfson Towers, Shaarei Chesed 

Discover hidden facts from the lives of the 
greatest women of Tanach like Sarah, Rachel, 
Tamar and Esther as well as the lives of those 
less well known like Avrohom’s mother Amoslai 
Bat Karnovo and David’s mother, Nitzevet Bat 
Adiel. Each shiur also introduces you to a 
contemporary great Jewish women.
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

(the first 32 p’sukim), while Ashkenazic tradi-
tion reads 37 verses of the perek. In effect, the 
story as read according Sephardic tradition, 
ends in the middle of the story while Ash-
kenazic minhag completed the entire saga.

To be fair, the Sephradim have a strong 
basis for their minhag of reading only the 
first part of the perek: Firstly, it is more con-
sistent with the halacha found in the G’mara, 
the Ge’onim and the Rishonim, to limit the 
haftarah to 21 p’sukim and, secondly, the first 
part of the saga better reflects the primary 
theme of the parasha itself. Consider: the 
parasha tells of a barren woman (Sarah) 
who, together with her husband (Avraham), 
open their home to wayfarers; they were then 
miraculously gifted with a son, as G-d had 
promised them, who faced sure death in his 
youth. These same events are reflected in the 
lives of the Shunamite, her husband and their 
son – hence, the reason why Sepharadic min-
hag concludes the haftarah after conveying 
these events.

Although I always found it rather “frus-
trating” to have the story “cut short” with no 
resolution regarding the fate of the young 
son of the Shunamite, it is more difficult to 
understand why Ashkenazim found it essen-
tial to add fourteen more verses, p’sukim 
that, at first glance, seem to be ‘unnecessary’. 
Would they do so simply to bring the saga to 
a satisfying conclusion? Certainly, a doubtful 
possibility! And, considering that there was 
a clear halachic directive to limit the length 

But Why  
So Long?

The G’mara in Masechet Megillah (23a) 
teaches us that the weekly haftarah read-
ing should not contain less than twen-
ty-one verses, with Rashi explaining that 
the count corresponds to the minimum 
amount of three-versed aliya for each of 
the seven Shabbat aliyot. This same minhag 
is repeated in the writings of the Ge’onim 
(in Shaarei Ephraim and Otzar Ha’Geonim) 
and echoed in the works of the Rambam, 
the Abudraham and the Shulachan Aruch. 

Nonetheless, as many of you know, most of 
our haftarot are not limited to, or even as long 
as, twenty-one p’sukim. And. although there 
are numerous reasons why it was not simple 
to follow the tradition handed down through 
the generations, I am especially fascinated 
by the fact that is week’s haftarah, from the 
fourth perek of M’lachim B, has only one half 
of the chapter read by Sepharadic minhag 

Mazal to 
Adira Shayna Solomont
אדירה שיינה סולומונט

Upon becoming Bat Mitzva
פרשת וירא תשפ"ו

אוהבים אותך
סבא וסבתא וכל המשפחה
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Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can 
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https ://www.ouisrae l .org /v ideo- l ibrary

of the haftarah and, additionally, the fact 
that there was little in the added section that 
connected to the parasha, we are right to 
wonder WHY SO LONG??

In considering the possible reasons for the 
extension of the haftarah, I submit to you 
that it might be based upon the behavior of 
the righteous Shunamite, from which we 
might learn an important lesson.

Avraham’s great trial was one placed 
upon him by Hashem Himself: it is He who 
promised to grant Avraham (and Sarah, who 
doubted the promise) a son and who told 
him to sacrifice Yitzchak. Avraham’s coura-
geous and faithful response to Hashem’s is 
deservedly praised and properly acclaimed. 
But it was G-d Who promised him that son 
and Who commanded Avraham to bound 
Yitzchak at the akeida, directives that came 
DIRECTLY from Hashem.

The trial of the Shunamite was different – 
and, therefore, even more challenging. The 
text never tells us that she pleaded G-d for 
a son and, when Elisha’s promises her of 
an heir, she responds in disbelief by saying: 
“Don’t lie to me.” Yet, when her son does 
die, the skepticism in the navi’s words she 
had shown previously had now become a 
complete faith in Elisha, a confidence that 
his promises were echoes of Hashem’s 
words. The story found in the final section 
of the haftarah underscores the remarkable 
act of emunah from one who heard divine 
promises from G-d’s prophet – but NOT 
from G-d Himself. It was her strong belief 
in the prophet that inspired her to run to 
Elisha, to remain with him and to demand 
that the navi himself return to resuscitate 
her deceased son.

For this reason, I believe that the 

“addendum” to the haftarah inserted by 
Ashkenazic scholars was meant to highlight 
the remarkable commitment of this woman, 
one that reflected the sacrifice of Avraham 
Avinu – or even surpassed his actions. A 
person who can believe in a G-d she never 
heard or spoke to, one who was willing to 
sacrifice based upon faith, is, indeed, quite 
outstanding

And what say we, who have received the 
b’racha of seeing that same overwhelming 
belief in Hashem’s promises in the actions 
and the faith of our soldiers, heroes, mothers 
and fathers!!!

Truly, Avraham’s - and the Shumanite’s 
- emunah lives on in their descendants! 
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Rabbi Shalom 

ROSNER RAV KEHILLA, NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM MACHON LEV

RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER

When the angels visit Avraham, he begs 
them not to pass by without accepting his 
hospitality. He then says:

ח־נָָא מְְעַַט־מַַיִִם וְְרַַחֲֲצוּּ רַַגְְלֵֵיכֶֶם יֻֻ�קַַּ
“Let a little water be brought, and wash your 

feet…” (Bereishit 18:4)
Notice the wording: yukach na — “let it 

be brought.” The Torah uses the passive 
form. Avraham himself did not fetch the 
water; instead, he requested that someone 
else bring it. Why would Avraham, who ran 
to serve the angels food himself, delegate this 
particular act to a messenger?

Rashi explains:
ם לְְבָָנָָיו עַַל יְְדֵֵי  �לֵֵּ ִ רוּּךְְ הוּּא שִׁ� דוֹֹׁשׁ ּ�בָּ לִִיחַַ, וְְהַַ�קָָּ ָ עַַל יְְדֵֵי שָׁ�

לַַע ךְְ אֶֶת הַַ�סֶֶּ ה אֶֶת יָָדוֹֹ וַַ�יַַּ ֶ רֶֶם מֹשֶֹׁ� אֱֱמַַר וַַ�יָָּ �נֶֶּ ֶ לִִיחַַ, שֶׁ� ָ שָׁ�
By means of a messenger. Therefore, 

Hashem repaid his descendants by giving 
them water through a messenger, as it says: 
“Moshe raised his hand and struck the rock” 
(Rashi ad loc.).

Rashi is building on a Gemara (Bava Metzia 
86b):
אַַבְְרָָהָָם  ה  עָָשָׂ�ָ ֶ ל מַַה שֶׁ� �כָָּ רַַב:  אָָמַַר  יְְהוּּדָָה  רַַב  אָָמַַר 
רוּּךְְ הוּּא לְְבָָנָָיו עַַצְְמוֹֹ;  דוֹֹׁשׁ �בָָּ ה הַַ�קָָּ לְְאָָכִִים עַַצְְמוֹֹ, עָָשָׂ�ָ לַַ�מַַּ
דוֹֹׁשׁ  ה הַַ�קָָּ לִִיחַַ, עָָשָׂ�ָ ָ ה אַַבְְרָָהָָם עַַל יְְדֵֵי שָׁ� עָָשָׂ�ָ ֶ וְְכָָל מַַה שֶׁ�

לִִיחַַ. ָ רוּּךְְ הוּּא לְְבָָנָָיו עַַל יְְדֵֵי שָׁ� �בָָּ

Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav: What-
ever Avraham did for the angels himself, God 
repaid to his children directly. Whatever 
Avraham did for the angels through a mes-
senger, God repaid to his children through a 
messenger.

Indeed, the Gemara notes: Avraham per-
sonally served bread and meat — ח חֶֶמְְאָָה �קַַּ  ״וַַ�יִִּ
קָָר רָָץ אַַבְְרָָהָָם“  He took butter… and) … וְְאֶֶל־הַַ�בָָּ
Avraham ran to the cattle — Bereishit 18:7–8). 
Correspondingly, Hashem gave Israel the 
manna and the tzlav (quail) directly. But since 
water was given via a messenger, Hashem 
provided water in the desert through Moshe 
striking the rock.

This seems to cast Avraham’s choice in a 
negative light. Yet Rashi earlier (18:7) says 
that Avraham had Yishmael prepare the meat 
 to train him in mitzvot. If — “לחנכו במצוות”
Avraham was involving Yishmael in hospi-
tality to educate him, why would the Gemara 
view this as a shortcoming?

THE POWER OF PERSONAL EXAMPLE
The Eish Tamid explains: education is most 

effective when modeled through personal 
example. Of course, there is value in assigning 
tasks and training children hands-on, but the 
deepest impact comes when they see their 
parents living the values they preach. Words 
alone rarely inspire imitation — actions do.

Perhaps this is the meaning of the later 

Setting a Personal Example

רפואה שלמה
הדסה בת חיה
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verse in our parashah:
יתוֹֹ  וְְאֶֶת־�בֵֵּ נָָיו  אֶֶת־�בָָּ ה  יְְצַַ�וֶֶּ ר  ֶ אֲֲשֶׁ� לְְמַַעַַן  יו  יְְדַַעְְ�תִִּ י  �כִִּ

רֶֶךְְ ה״… מְְרוּּ �דֶֶּ ָ אַַחֲֲרָָיו וְְשָׁ�
For I have known him, that he will instruct 

his children and his household after him to 
keep the way of Hashem…” (Bereishit 18:19).

This pasuk praises Avraham for instructing 
his children to follow in the path of Hashem. 
Yet, we do not find any reference in the Torah 
to Avraham explicitly commanding his children. 
The Eish Tamid suggests: by living the mitzvot, 
Avraham was instructing them more power-
fully than words ever could. Hashem values 
him for transmitting Torah through example.

MANOACH AND SHIMSHON
A similar lesson emerges from Sefer 

Shoftim. An angel appears to the wife of 
Manoach, announcing that she will have a 
son — Shimshon — who must be a lifelong 
nazir. She is told not to drink wine during 
pregnancy. When she relays this, Manoach 
doubts her and asks to meet the angel. The 
angel repeats the instructions. But look 
closely at the wording:
כָָר אַַל־ ֵ יִִן לֹאֹ תֹאֹכַַל וְְיַַיִִן וְְשֵׁ� פֶֶן הַַ�יַַּ ר־יֵֵצֵֵא מִִ�גֶֶּ ֶ לֹ אֲֲשֶׁ� מִִ�כֹּ
מָָר׃ ְ שְׁ� יתִִיהָָ �תִִּ ר־צִִ�וִִּ ֶ לֹ אֲֲשֶׁ� אֹכְְלִִי �כֹּ י וְְכָָל־טָָמֵֵא אַַל־�תֹּ �תִִּ ְ שְׁ� �תֵֵּ

She may not eat anything from the grape-
vine, nor drink wine or strong drink, nor eat 
anything unclean; all that I commanded her, 
she must observe.” (Shoftim 13:14)

The verbs here — tokhal, tesht, tishmor — 
appear in the feminine, but can also be read 
in the second person. Rav Shimon Schwab 
(Maayan Beit HaShoeva) explains: the angel 
was addressing Manoach himself. You can-
not expect your son to live as a nazir unless 
you set the example. Education without role 
modeling is ineffective.

CONCLUSION: LIVING TORAH
Avraham involved Yishmael in mitzvot, but 

Chazal emphasize that education requires 
more than delegating — it demands living 
the values before our children’s eyes. Mano-
ach had to learn the same: it is not enough to 
wish for your child to be a nazir; you must 
embody that lifestyle yourself.

This is the essence of chinuch. Children, 
students, and communities are shaped far 
more by what they see than by what they 
hear. The greatest legacy we can give is not 
instructions but inspiration — showing with 
our own lives what it means to walk in the 
path of Hashem.

May we merit to live as role models of 
kindness, faith, and commitment, so that 
our children and all those who learn from 
us will naturally emulate our actions and 
engage wholeheartedly in the performance 
of mitzvot. 
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YUD TES KISLEV

Your soul is calling. Tzama is answering. tzama.co.il

Wednesday
20 KISLEV 10.12.25 8:30 PM

Oranim Auditorium, Binyanei HaUma, Jerusalem
For woman    Admission Fee: 10 shekels (Free for registered guests with full event passes)

ניגון עם שורשים
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YEHUDIT
SCHNEIDER 
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YEHUDIS
GOLSHEVSKY

FARBRENGEN
With exceptional  & inspiring guest speakers

The liberation of the Alter Rebbe
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Not to be missed: musical performances on the main stage
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גז
מו



OU ISRAEL CENTER 31

ב”ה
דין

ע
גז
מו

Women's event:
Ruhama Ben Yosef   Benaya Barabi   Akiva   Avraham Fried

  For years, Tzama has brought the depth of chassidus to Israeli audiences 
through niggunim. Now, we invite you to a first of its kind evening for 

English speakers, as part of Tzama's chassidus and pnimiyus week.
Unforgettable niggunim & performances on the main stage | Uplifting 
farbrengens | Women's programs | Chassidic book fair – with new 

releases | Heimishe foods and l’chaims | Outdoor musical acts

is answering

Your soul is calling

Finally
in

English

Wednesday | 20 Kislev | 10.12.25 | 6:30 PM For tickets:
tzama.co.ilUssishkin Auditorium, Binyanei HaUma, Jerusalem

Don’t miss the English Farbrengen
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ב”ה
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A night of live niggunim & timeless inspiration

Your soul is calling. Tzama is answering. tzama.co.il
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דין
ע
גז
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ניגון עם שורשים

Seder Niggunim with
R' EITAN KATZ & LIVE BAND

With
RAV MOSHE
WEINBERGER
שליט”א

The liberation of the Alter Rebbe

M O N D A Y
18 KISLEV 8.12.25 8:30 PM

T e d d y  H a l l ,  B i n y a n e i  H a U m a
Men Only    Admission Fee: 10 shekels (Free for registered guests with full event passes)

Not to be missed: musical performances on the main stage

אולם אורנים | בשעה 19:00
התוועדות ליל י”ט כסלו בעברית בהשתתפות הרב שניאור אשכנזי



OU ISRAEL CENTER 33

ב”ה
דין

ע
גז
מו

Men's event:
Benaya Barabi   Akiva   Avraham Fried   Motti Steinmetz

  
For years, Tzama has brought the depth of chassidus to Israeli audiences 
through niggunim. Now, we invite you to a first of its kind evening for 

English speakers, as part of Tzama's chassidus and pnimiyus week.
Unforgettable niggunim & performances on the main stage | Uplifting 
farbrengens | Women's programs | Chassidic book fair – with new 

releases | Heimishe foods and l’chaims | Outdoor musical acts

is answering

Your soul is calling

Finally
in

English

Monday | 18 Kislev | 8.12.25 | 8:30 PM For tickets:
tzama.co.ilUssishkin Auditorium, Binyanei HaUma, Jerusalem

Don’t miss the English Farbrengen
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REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Awareness 
Alert

Avraham Avinu and his family migrate 
southward and visit the territory of Gerar. 
Suspicious of the residents’ morality, Avra-
ham Avinu tells them that Sarah is his 
sister to avoid her abduction by the king. 
However, the King Avimelech takes Sarah. 
That night, Hashem comes to Avimelech in 
dream warning him against approaching 
Sarah in any way, lest he suffer the con-
sequences. An interesting dialogue ensues 
between Avimelech and Avraham Avinu, 
“How could you claim that you are her 
brother and conceivably cause me and my 
people such terrible harm? What did you 

see to make you do such a thing?” (Bere-
isheet 20;1-10) Avraham Avinu defends his 
stance and responds, “Ki amarti rak ein 
yirat Elokim bamakom hazeh — I realized 
that the one thing missing here is the fear 
of Hashem.” (Bereisheet 20;11) What did 
Avraham Avinu mean here?

Based on Avraham Avinu’s experience in 
Egypt, we may naturally assume that the 
people of Gerar were lawless, wicked peo-
ple. However, the Malbim zt”l explains that 
the people of Gerar were upstanding, good 
citizens. They had fine midot and cared 
about matters of justice, law and order. The 
one issue noticed by Avraham Avinu, “rak,” 
was their deficiency in yirat Hashem, fear of 
Hashem. The Malbim continues to explain, 
a nation whose propriety is based on intel-
lect and reason, is bound to succumb to 
their desires when tested. Physical desire 
wields a stronger pull than an intellectual 
knowledge of right and wrong. 

It was this message that Avraham Avinu 
conveys here. Avimelech believed that in a 
just society such as his own, no one would 
dare take another man’s wife. Avraham 
Avinu was demonstrating that unless one 
believes that Hashem cares about every-
thing he does and that there is account-
ability for his actions, his primal drives will 
trump his intellectual reasoning, for every 
action can find a rational justification. 

The Gr”a describes this as the primal 
conflict between Kayin and Hevel. Kayin 

Baruch Hashem,  
celebrating our  

50th Aliyaversary  
on 17 Cheshvan

Thanks to all the shlichim,  
and the garin Aliya Yachad 

which helped us make aliya  
to Elazar in Gush Etzion

Bracha (and Macky z"l) Goldman
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represents the one whose “nefesh,” animalis-
tic nature drives his choices, and hence does 
not want to part with the best of his crop, 
he would rather keep it for himself. Hevel 
offers the best of his flock to raise “ruach,” 
his spiritual aspect. When “nefesh” and 
“ruach” are at odds, “Kayin,” so to speak, 
always kills “Hevel”; the “nefesh” drive tends 
to overpower the aspiration of the “ruach.” 

This phenomenon, teaches Rav Elchanan 
Wasserman hy’d, in Kovetz Ma’amarim, is 
a result of the way Man is structured. In 
creating Adam, Hashem says, “Na’aseh 
Adam — Let us create Man!” Chazal 
explain this as a call to all created beings 
to contribute a part of themselves to the 
creation of man. Hence, every person has 
an element of each animal within them. 
One can only imagine the mammoth power 
of a person who contains the energy of a 
lion, tiger, bear, etc. within. Rav Wasserman 
further explains that such a being needs a 
tremendous energy to keep him regulated 
and disciplined. This is the power of Yirat 
Shamayim. This is the only way one can be 
assured that he will not be a wild animal, 
unrestrained, pouncing upon others. The 
definition of greatness is the extent to which 
one has developed and refined this quality. 
One who does not possess Yirat Hashem, is 
nothing more than an uncontrolled, indis-
criminate being. 

The period of Elul and Tishrei is a time to 
feel an intense closeness and deeper aware-
ness of Hashem’s Presence. Yet, as we move 
further away from the Yamim Nora’im, this 
message must reverberate in our hearts. Our 
mandate is to translate and integrate this 
experience into our daily behavior, acting 
in the most G-dly way we can. 

+972-54-441-5704
KimBashRealEstate.com

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND

COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

LET YOUR JOURNEY 
HOME BEGIN WITH US

Don’t miss your chance to be
part of the next chapter in this

incredible community!

PHASE 2 OF 
CARMEI GAT IS HERE! 
Carmei Gat is a thriving Anglo
community that’s grown
tremendously over the past few
years and it is expanding.

Join our zoom call, meet the locals and
see why everyone’s talking about
Carmei Gat!
Discover the newest neighborhood and
a real estate opportunity of a lifetime.

Scan to sign up
Sunday, November 9

Israel – 9 PM | New York – 2 PM | Los Angeles – 11 AM |
South Africa – 9 PM | UK – 7 PM | Australia – 6 AM
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path 

of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)
RABBI JUDAH
Mischel

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC
AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL
BADERECH

Vayeira: 
Welcome!

The revered Rav of Slutzk and Rosh Yeshiva 
of Eitz Chaim in the Holy City, Rav Isser 
Zalman Meltzer, was once learning with 
his students when one of them glanced out 
the window. Excitedly, the talmid cried out, 
“Rebbe! The Brisker Rav is heading this way!”

In a flash, Rav Isser Zalman jumped from 
his seat. As befits greeting a gadol b’Torah, 
he donned his Shabbos coat and hurried to 
the door to welcome the honored guest. But 
when the man entered, it became clear: this 
was not the Brisker Rav at all, but a simple 
Yid. A worn traveler who arrived to meet the 
Rosh Yeshiva.

Unfazed, Rav Isser Zalman welcomed him 
with warmth, offering refreshments and 
treating him with great kavod. Embarrassed, 
the man said softly, “Rebbe, I don’t deserve 
such honor… I only came to ask for a favor. 

I must travel to America to raise money 
for my daughter’s wedding; having a ham-
latza, a letter of recommendation from you 
would certainly help in my efforts to collect 
tzedakah.”

Without hesitation, Rav Isser Zalman 
wrote the letter. Then, to the amazement of 
his talmidim, he escorted the man out of the 
building and even accompanied him down 
the road a good distance.

When he finally returned, the students, still 
puzzled, asked: “Rebbe, once you realized it 
wasn’t the Brisker Rav, why did you continue 
treating him with such respect?”

Rav Isser Zalman smiled. “To the contrary! 
Hachnasas orchim, welcoming a guest, is a 
great mitzvah. In truth, every visitor deserves 
the same kavod we would give the Brisker 
Rav himself. Sadly, our vision has become 
dulled; we see differences where Hashem 
does not. Today, I was sent a gift from Above. 
I was given the chance to treat a fellow Yid 
properly—as if the Brisker Rav had indeed 
come. This time, I was privileged to fulfill the 
mitzvah as it is meant to be fulfilled.”

While Avraham Avinu sits at the entrance 
of his tent, post-op, recovering from bris 
milah, Hashem Himself comes to visit 
him—and yet Avraham suddenly notices 
three simple wanderers in the distance. 
With breathtaking humility, Avraham turns 
to Hashem and says, “My Master, please do 
not pass from me…” (Bereishis, 18:3). He runs 
to greet the guests, personally serving them 

Mazal Tov to  
Devra & Gidon Ariel and family  

on the birth of their 
granddaughter

and to  
Akiva & Rivkah Ariel and family  

on the birth of their niece
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food, water, and comfort.
Rav Joseph Soloveitchik, zy’a, frames the 

specific act of kindness of hachnasas orchim 
as an expression of our partnership with 
Hashem, and as our desire to emulate His 
Divine ways:

The Almighty is the great machnis orchim. 
His hospitality made it possible for humanity 
to exist, for the world to come into being. “To 
be” means to share in the infinite being of 
the Almighty. The Almighty, like Avraham, 
invites people to partake in His boundless 
existence. Creation is an act of hachnasat 
orchim… We are just strangers whom the 
Almighty has invited into His “tent,” which 
is the universe. How beautiful is the doctrine 
of tzimtzum, of contraction. What is creation 
if not withdrawal by God in order to make it 
possible for a world to emerge in space and 
time? Infinity steps aside and finitude is born. 
What is hachnasat orchim if not withdrawal 
by the master from part of his home so that 
a stranger can occupy the empty part he 
vacates?

Extending ourselves to serve others culti-
vates humility, compassion, and an awareness 
of Hashem’s presence in every human being. 
Chazal learn from here that “Hachnasas 
orchim is greater than greeting the Shechinah 
itself.” The greatness of Avraham—and of Rav 
Isser Zalman—was the recognition that the 
Divine Presence rests in every guest. Showing 
respect to a simple wayfarer, a Jew who turns 
up at our door or whom we meet baderech, 
is kavod given to Hashem Himself.

May we channel the alacrity of our grand-
parents, Avraham and Sarah, and emulate 
the model of Hashem’s own hachnasas 
orchim—and tzimtzum, making room for 
others, whomever they may be. 

usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899

www.daniels-assets.com
Call now 077-9973185
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DANIEL BOUZAGLO
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE 
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Elegance. Heritage. Home.

NEW BOUTIQUE BUILDING WITH ONLY 10 NEW APARTMENTS FOR SALE
HAPORTZIM 6 OLD KATAMON

NOW IN PRE-SALE TERMS

A RARE OPPORTUNITY IN JERUSALEM 
 ON HAPORZIM STREET, BORDERING TALBIYA, 

OLD KATAMON & THE GERMAN COLONY
110-120SQM APTS , SUCCAH, PARKING, STORAGE AND MORE

PERFECTLY SITUATED ON A QUIET, ONE-WAY STREET, 
JUST STEPS FROM THE LIVELY EMEK REFAIM

Offering a limited collection of boutique residences

2 bedrooms in new development, completion Sep-2027, 
near Hapalmach street, price 3,390,000nis only 

NEW GARDEN APARTMENTOLD KATAMONPAY NOWONLY 20%

Deal of the week

“Outstanding Opportunity

102 sqm New Listing in

Prime Baka!

Asking 

3,700,000 NIS



38 TORAH TIDBITS 1634 / VAYEIRA

A will. An envelope 
of cash. Your 
grandmother’s ring.
If it’s important -
It shouldn't be
at home.

By appointment only, First month free for July-August clients.

*9936
 www.brickstone.co.il

Clal building, 
97 yafo street, Jerusalem.

Ext. 2

Because a 
drawer isn’t
a vault.

Private vaults now available.

Brickstone Jerusalem’s premier private vault center.

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

 24/7
 security

International 
standards

Personal
 service

Sofas Cleaning Carpet Cleaning Mattress

And
more

cleaning
services

CurtainsPolish

050-445-5975
info.talclean@gmail.com

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  V I S I T  W W W . T A L C L E A N . C O . I L

Contact us:

Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320996

BRIGA BLUE-BAY, Netanya
First line to the sea, Amazing Mini-Penthouse, with

high ceiling, 3 suites and Mamad, 190 sqm, 
2 balconies, high end carpentry. Must See!

BRIGA TOWERS, Ir-Yamim 
A South-West apartment on the 14th floor of the

most luxurious building in Ir-Yamim. 165 sqm and
30 balcony, 2 storages 2 parking
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EVERY PESACH PROGRAM WITH PRICING & REVIEWS!

@passoverlistings

PASSOVERLISTINGS.COM

PESACH PROGRAM PRICING TOOL COMPLETE PESACH GUIDEHONEST & RELIABLE REVIEWS

OU TAKES NO RESPONSIBILITY OF THE KASHRUT STANDARDS OF ANY OF THE PROGRAMS HERE

https://passoverlistings.com/
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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU ISRAEL CENTER         53

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
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him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 
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OU Kosher has been refining its process 
for approving ingredients for many years. 
The system currently in use is known as the 
Group Ingredient System, which categorizes 
ingredients into six groups, numbered 1 
through 6. The lower the number, the less 
sensitive the ingredient is in terms of kosher 
certification. This system is not only vital for 
kosher certifying agencies but also plays an 
important role for consumers. In certain situ-
ations, consumers may need to use products 
that do not bear kosher certification yet are, 
in fact, completely kosher—based, of course, 
on the guidance of competent rabbis who 
understand ingredient composition and 
sourcing. 

Ingredients in Group 1 are considered 
innocuous; their source is generally irrele-
vant, and they can be used globally without 

concern. Group 2 ingredients are similar to 
those in Group 1 but are somewhat more 
dependent on the product’s source. This 
is because production methods may vary 
between countries or manufacturers, and 
these differences can affect whether an 
ingredient is kosher sensitive.

FLAVOR AND GROUP 3 INGREDIENTS
In previous articles, we have discussed 

Group 3, which includes the most classic 
certified kosher ingredients. These ingre-
dients require kosher supervision and cer-
tification. While they often originate from 
kosher sources, two primary concerns must 
be addressed:
•	 Non-kosher additives: The possibility that 

an ingredient is mixed with non-kosher 
components.

•	 Equipment usage: The potential that the 
equipment used in production may have 
also processed non-kosher ingredients.

The second issue relates to a fundamen-
tal concept in kosher law known as flavor 
transfer, or in Hebrew, Ta’am. According to 
halacha, flavor can transfer through vari-
ous means, including heat, salting, or even 
cold contact. For example, an oil might be 
produced from a kosher source, yet if it is 
refined or heated in equipment that was 
previously used for non-kosher materials, the 

Transportation of  
Kosher Ingredients
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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 
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non-kosher flavor (Ta’am Issur) can transfer 
to the oil, rendering it non-kosher.

GROUP 4: THE ISSUE OF FLAVOR  
TRANSFER DURING TRANSPORT

The principle of flavor transfer also defines 
Group 4. OU Kosher focuses not only on the 
source of an ingredient but also on its entire 
production and transportation process. 
Around the world, liquids are transported in 
large tankers—some used for food, others for 
chemicals or industrial materials. While this 
might seem inconsequential, the method of 
transfer can significantly impact a product’s 
kosher status. For instance, kosher orange 
juice concentrate may be shipped from one 
facility to another hundreds of miles away. 
If the tanker has been used exclusively for 
kosher products, the juice remains kosher. 
However, if the same tanker is also approved 
to transport grape juice, the orange juice may 
become disqualified from kosher use. This 
is due to the halachic principle known as 
kavush kemevushal (“soaking is like cook-
ing”). According to Jewish law (Shulchan 
Aruch YD 105:1), if a kosher food remains in 
contact with a non-kosher liquid for 24 hours, 
the flavor transfers as if they were cooked 
together. In the case of sharp substances, such 
as pure lemon juice, this transfer can occur 
within minutes. To address this concern, OU 
Kosher uses Group 4 to designate ingredients 
transported in tankers that have been veri-
fied as kosher compatible, ensuring that the 
ingredients remain kosher throughout their 
journey. 
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Our Sedra opens with Avraham Avinu, 
aged 90 years old, sitting, recovering from 
his recent brit mila, outside his tent during 
the heat of the day. Our Chazal explain that 
Avraham is sitting outside his tent, anxious 
to welcome guests, that despite his discom-
fort and recovery from his recent "surgical" 
procedure, he is literally sitting and waiting 
for an opportunity to welcome visitors into 
his home. Of course, the guests that arrive, 
are none other than the malachim that 
Hashem sends his way to cheer Avraham up, 
to enable Avraham to do that maaseh chesed 
he is longing to fulfill, as well as ultimately 
to share with Avraham and Sara that they 
will finally be blessed with a child. 

 In a stirring and beautiful teaching, 
Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Horowitz zy'a, 
known as the Patiker Rav, points out 
that there are four eternal lessons to be 
learned from this story as to how one 
should perform the mitzva of hachnasat 
orchim, the mitzvah of welcoming guests 
into our homes.

The first message- Avraham is waiting 
outside his home, seeking opportunities 
to be hospitable, rather than waiting for 
someone to knock on his door or ask to be 
welcomed. Each one of us must ask our-
selves, how can we emulate this mida-to 
literally actively seek opportunities to do 
chesed and to welcome others into our 
homes.

The second point, Avraham Avinu of 
course had many servants. When these 
travelers arrive to visit them, it is he and 
Sara themselves who engage in welcoming 
the guests, in making sure they are comfort-
able, that they have shade and that they can 
freshen up. It is Sara herself who prepares 
a meal for these visitors. All this teaches us 
that hachnasat orchim should be done our-
selves and not simply through an emissary. 
Each one of us should look for opportunities 
to be kind and welcoming to others, and to 
express that kindness, directly, ourselves.

The third message we can learn is that 
one should not interrogate our guests, or 
bombard them with questions to see if 
indeed they really are in need of our hos-
pitality and assistance. Our Chazal point 
out that Avraham Avinu intuited through 
his prophetic capabilities that these guests 
were malachim, that they really were not 
in need of any physical comforts or sus-
tenance, yet this does not impact or limit 
Avraham in any way in terms of his desire 
to treat them with kindness and dignity, nor 
does it limit him in anyway in the way his 
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FOR
SALE

GIVAT MORDECHAI, JERUSALEM

₪ 3,690,000

Like-new apartment in Lev Ha’Ir, Givat Mordechai —
 central, quiet, and bright with an inner courtyard balcony.

98 sqm | 4 rooms | Balcony

FOR
SALE

TAMAR, EFRAT

₪ 5,850,000

Spacious semi-detached home in a prime location.
150 sqm garden with fruit trees | Private parking.

160 sqm | 6 rooms + attic (option for extra rooms) 

FOR
SALE

ZAYIT , EFRAT

₪ 4,850,000

Spacious penthouse duplex, Large sukkah balcony, 
parking & storage. Bright, renovated,  well-maintained

 

6  rooms | approx. 160 sqm 

FOR
SALE

RECHAVIA , JERUSALEM

₪ 5,350,000

Rare 3-room apartment in Rehavia near Shaarei Chesed.
Bright, private, renovated, 2 sukkah balconies,

3 rooms | 2.5 floors | 75 sqm

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of Zayit, Efrat. 
Spacious apartments, breathtaking views.

ESTIMATED COST:  ₪ 1,990,000
For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with parking and sukkah balcony.

FOR
SALE

MITSPE YERICHO

₪ 3,800,000

3-story home  with rooftop and safe room.4 bedrooms, 
solid build, expansion potential, ready to move in.

7 rooms | 220 sqm | 3 floors

KATAMON, JERUSALEM

₪ 4,050,000

3 rooms | 80 sqm | Ground floor out of 3
Renovated apartment full of light. Spacious sukkah

 balcony, bars, , parking used as a storage
FOR
SALE

www.noamhomes.com

+972 52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com

FOR
SALE

DAGAN, EFRAT

₪  8,900,000

Spacious semi-detached home with stunning views.
 Large kitchen & living room |  Option to expand basement.

 6 bedrooms | Garden with sukkah | Parking

NACHLAOT JERUSALEM
FOR
SALE

₪ 2,290,000

Charming 2-room, , 4 sqm balcony, AC, elevator, 
quiet street, modern kitchen. 

2 rooms| 45 sqm | 1st Floor

BEITH HAKEREM, JERUSALEM
FOR
SALE

₪ 2,970,000

Sunny apartment with new kitchen, storage,  parking.
Quiet area, perfect for families, wheelchair accessible.

 3 Rooms | 71 sqm | 1st floor out of 3

FOR
SALE

NETANYA

₪ 3,685,000

5 Rooms | 126 sqm | 3rd floor
A lovely apartment on a quiet street, 

close to the sea, synagogues, hotels, and restaurants.

warmth and hospitality is extended. 
Finally, these special guests ultimately 

reveal to Avraham and Sara that they will 
miraculously be blessed with a child! This, 
explains the Patiker Rav, teaches us the 
most profound message of all regarding 
the mitzva of hachnasat orchim and any 
act of chesed,- in reality our guests end up 
giving us much more than they receive!

The Midrash teaches us that since Avra-
ham exerted himself, even as he recovered 
from his brit mila at such an advanced age, 
to welcome these guests, to feed them, 
invites them to rest under the shade of 
the branches, we, the descendants of Avra-
ham, merit the mitzvah of dwelling in the 
sukka, sitting not only beneath the shade 
of the branches, the schach we lay upon 
the sukka, but also to dwell in the shade of 
divine protection and serenity which the 
sukka represents. This penultimate example 
of Avraham's great chesed and hachnasat 
orchim, ultimately has a lasting impact for 
all subsequent generations of the Jewish 
People.

May we be blessed to heed the Patiker 
Rav's powerful words, emulate the ways of 
Avraham Avinu, and find fulfillment in a life 
filled with chesed and hachnasat orchim. 
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Defending, 
Not Vilifying
Avraham was the first to uncover the 

presence of the One God who governs all 
existence. His life radiated kedusha and 
compassion, weaving together devotion to 
Hashem with tender care for His creations.

When Hashem summoned him to abandon 
his homeland and journey to an unknown 
land, he did not hesitate or question. Later, 
when the King of Sedom offered him gold and 
treasures after he rescued the downtrodden 
kings, Avraham refused. He would not enrich 
himself through immoral wealth. Even at 
ninety-nine, he embraced the covenant of 
circumcision, enduring physical pain with 
quiet resolve and absolute faith. Every choice 
he made reflected his unwavering loyalty to 
Hashem.

Avraham’s devotion to Hashem was 

matched by his devotion to humanity. He 
rescued his nephew Lot, who had abandoned 
him in pursuit of greener pastures in the 
corrupt city of Sedom. He intervened in a 
brutal, decades-long war, halting bloodshed 
and restoring justice. Even in his own pain, 
just days after circumcision, he welcomed 
weary travelers into his tent beneath the sear-
ing desert sun. His faith was not confined to 
thought or ritual — it took form in kindness 
and generosity.

DEFENDING THE FALLEN
Among all his achievements, one of Avra-

ham’s finest moments was his response to 
sinners. Noach had spent 120 years building 
the Teivah, giving time to daven for others 
and perhaps inspire change. Yet he prayed for 
no one and brought no one closer to Hashem. 
When the rain fell, he quietly entered the ark 
with his family, showing little anguish for a 
world drowning outside.

Avraham was different. When told of the 
impending destruction of Sedom, he rose to 
pray for its people. He pleaded persistently, 
hoping that even a handful of tzadikim or 
righteous individuals might spare the entire 
city. His concern for others ran so deep that 
he dared to voice what could have sounded 
heretical from anyone else:

ט? ּ�פָּׁ   ה מִִשְׁ� ל הָָאָָרֶֶץ לֹאֹ יַַעֲֲשֶׂ�ׂ פֵֵׁט ּ�כָּ הֲֲשֹׁ�
“Shall the Judge of all the earth not act 

justly?”
He began with humility, acknowledging 

his own smallness — afar va’eifer, mere dust 
and ashes — yet he spoke boldly, demanding 
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justice and mercy from Hashem Himself. This 
was one of Avraham’s greatest moments: his 
faith expressed not through withdrawal from 
the world, but through a profound sense of 
responsibility for others.

To pray for others, you must first identify 
with them. If you cannot share their pain — 
or believe in their potential future — your 
prayers are little more than empty words. 
This is why Noach could not pray for his gen-
eration. His spiritual standing was uncertain, 
and he feared that too much empathy for 
sinners might weaken his own commitment. 
Avraham, by contrast, possessed a deep inner 
confidence in his faith. He was secure enough 
to care for others, to pray for them, and to 
advocate for them even when they had lost 
their way.

MOSHE’S DOUBLE STAND
Avraham’s compassion for sinners became 

a model for the greatest Jewish leader, Moshe 
Rabbeinu. Interestingly, Moshe did not grasp 
this immediately. When he first encountered 
Hashem at the burning bush, he questioned 
whether the Jewish people would believe in 
him or the message he was sent to deliver:

 They will not believe“ — "והן לא יאמינו לי“
me.”

His doubts were understandable. After 
centuries of crushing slavery, the nation was 
broken and demoralized. They had drifted 
toward paganism and despair. Moshe justifi-
ably wondered why Hashem would redeem 
such a people, or whether they were even 
capable of redemption.

Yet this is not the kind of leader Hashem 
desired. Hashem does not seek those who 
judge or condemn sinners, but those who 
defend them and continue to believe in 
their capacity to rise again. For this reason, 

Moshe was momentarily struck with tzara’at 
— a divine rebuke for criticizing his people 
instead of standing up for them. From Avra-
ham he would learn that true leadership is 
not built on judgment, but on empathy and 
faith in the goodness that still flickers within 
others.

Ultimately, Moshe internalized Avraham’s 
lesson. Twice he stood in defense of his nation 
against annihilation. After the sin of the egel, 
he prayed for forgiveness for forty days — 
twice — pleading on behalf of the people. His 
appeal reached its height when he declared: 
“If You will not forgive Your people, erase me 
from Your book.”

A year later, after the sin of the meraglim, 
Moshe once again rose to protect the Jewish 
people from destruction. From his ancestor 
Avraham, he learned that Hashem does not 
desire leaders who condemn His nation as 
sinners, but those who intercede for them, 
who see their brokenness yet continue to 
believe in their potential.

THE PRICE OF CONDEMNING ISRAEL
Centuries later, another navi faced the 

same lesson. Eliyahu triumphantly proved 
Hashem’s dominion against the prophets of 
Ba’al on Har HaCarmel, yet he was exasper-
ated. Fire descended from heaven to con-
sume his offering, while the sacrifices of the 
pagan priests were ignored. Still, the people 
remained unmoved, clinging to idolatry. In 
despair, Eliyahu cried out to Hashem:
י־עָָזְְבוּּ  ּ�כִּ צְְבָָא-וֹֹת  אֱֱלֹקֹי  לַַה'  אתִִי  קִִּ�נֵּ ּ�נֹּא  קַַ וַַּ�יֹּאמֶֶר 
וְְאֶֶת־נְְבִִיאֶֶיךָָ  חוֹֹתֶֶיךָָ הָָרָָסוּּ  רָָׂאֵֵל אֶֶת־מִִזְְּ�בְּ יִִשְׂ� נֵֵּ�בְּי   רִִּ�בְּיתְְךָָ 
הּּּ�תָּ  י לְְקַַחְְ ׁ וּּׁשׁ אֶֶת־נַַפְְשִׁ� י וַַיְְבַַקְְ תֵֵּ�וָּר אֲֲנִִי לְְבַַּ�דִּ הָָרְְגוּּ בֶֶחָָרֶֶב וָָאִִ

)מלכים א' יט:י( 
Instead of defending his people, Eliyahu 

accused them. In response, Hashem called 
him to ascend the mountain — and there, 
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amid the stillness, commanded him to 
appoint Elisha as his successor. Soon after, Eli-
yahu would be carried heavenward in a fiery 
chariot. His spiritual greatness was undeni-
able, but once he turned from defender to 
prosecutor, his mission had reached its end.

Hashem does not desire those who con-
demn His people but those who stand beside 
them — who, like Avraham and Moshe, 
defend them even in failure. Avraham set 
the standard; Moshe embodied it; Eliyahu, 
for all his brilliance, could not fully grasp it.

GIDON’S LOYALTY
The ability to defend our people is so cen-

tral to leadership that it can justify divine 
selection, even when other spiritual traits are 
lacking. Gidon was not a man of exceptional 
spiritual stature. Yet Hashem chose him to 
lead the nation against Midyan precisely 
because he defended the Jewish people.

When the angel of Hashem appeared to 
Gidon as he worked in his father’s fields, 
Gidon questioned how Hashem could allow 
His chosen nation to suffer such hardship. 
How could Hashem have abandoned His 
people so quickly? He knew their sins and 
failures, yet he still believed they remained 
worthy of divine love and compassion.

His loyalty drew a divine response:
אֶֶת־ עְְ�תָָּ  ַ וְְהוֹֹשַׁ� זֶֶה  כֹחֲֲֹךָָ  �בְְּ לֵֵךְְ  וַַ�יֹּאֹמֶֶר  ה'  אֵֵלָָיו  פֶֶן  וַַ�יִִּ

יךָָ לַַחְְ�תִִּ ְ ף מִִדְְיָָן הֲֲלֹאֹ שְׁ� רָָאֵֵל מִִ�כַַּ יִִשְׂ�ְ
“Hashem turned to him and said: Go with 

this strength of yours and save Israel from 
the hand of Midyan — have I not sent you?” 
( Shoftim 6:14)

Chazal explain that this “strength” refers 

to his defense of Israel. Because Gidon 
spoke favorably of the Jewish people, the 
angel revealed himself and appointed him 
as savior:
המלאך,  עליו  נגלה  מיד   — זכות  עליהם  שלמד 

שנאמר ‘לך בכחך זה’
“He defended Israel, and immediately the 

angel appeared to him, as it is written: ‘Go 
with this strength of yours’” (Midrash Tan-
chuma, Shoftim 4).

In that moment, Gidon taught a timeless 
truth: Hashem seeks leaders who see beyond 
sin and failure — who can still believe in 
the worth of their people and speak in their 
defense.

Moshe twice rose to defend a nation that 
had betrayed Hashem yet refused to abandon 
them. Gidon, too, believed with conviction 
that the Jewish people did not deserve the suf-
fering they endured. Because of that belief, he 
was charged to act with confidence, assured 
that Hashem’s blessing and guidance would 
accompany him.

Even Eliyahu, for all his greatness, could 
not fully grasp this love for the Jewish people. 
His frustration led him to rebuke rather than 
defend, and his mantle was passed to another.

Leadership in Hashem’s eyes is not mea-
sured only by faith or prophecy, but by the 
capacity to love, to defend, and to believe in 
the enduring worth of His people.

RECKLESS WORDS, NOT OUR MASORAH
Our nation is deeply divided over how to 

balance Torah study with public service. This 
is not merely a practical disagreement but a 
profound question about how we understand 
Talmud Torah and its relationship to our love 
and responsibility for the Jewish people.

Many who read these words likely share 
my conviction that the ideal form of divine 

רפואה שלמה
Nochum Yitzchak ben Leah
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OU Press is honored to partner 
with Rabbi Moshe Taragin on his 
new volume in Hebrew regarding 
the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch 
Hahastara). This remarkable book is 
also available in English, “Dark Clouds 
Above, Faith Below”

service combines deep Torah study with 
active defense of our people and homeland. 
Others believe Torah study — and the lifestyle 
that sustains it — must be preserved even 
at the cost of refraining from the mitzvah of 
militarily defending our Land.

Amid this debate, many have made deeply 
troubling statements. They disregard the suf-
fering our people have endured, and their 
words are hurtful and divisive.

Even more seriously, these statements 
betray the legacy of our Masorah. To label 
other Jews — religious or not — as sinners, 
heretics, or evildoers is a tragic distortion of 
the lessons taught by our greatest leaders. 
To vilify those who defended our people and 
sacrificed for the fulfillment of Hashem’s 
nevuot is an even graver distortion.

Avraham prayed for the residents of 
Sedom, a society steeped in cruelty and moral 
decay. Moshe pleaded for forgiveness on 
behalf of a nation that had worshipped the 
golden calf. Gidon defended a generation that 
had repeatedly abandoned Hashem.

We are privileged to live among one of the 
noblest generations in Jewish history — a peo-
ple who have waged a long and painful war 
with courage, unity, and faith. Our nation has 
risen in devotion to protect life and sanctify 

Hashem’s name. To dismiss them as sinners 
is not only intellectually dishonest; it is an 
inexcusable betrayal of our Masorah and the 
values that have always defined Jewish lead-
ership. It is not the way of Avraham Avinu 
and Moshe Rabeinu.

The current debate is difficult, but it reflects 
a deep yearning by both sides to serve 
Hashem in the fullest way possible. As we 
discuss and disagree, we must speak with 
care and reverence — words shaped by love 
rather than judgment. Every Jew who seeks 
to live faithfully, and especially those who 
have sacrificed comfort, safety, or even life 
itself for the future of our people, deserves to 
be spoken of with admiration and gratitude.

Harsh words close hearts, but words of 
respect can elevate even disagreement into 
a form of avodat Hashem. We must speak 
with generosity of spirit — seeing the dignity 
and virtue in every Jew. This is the path that 
has always guided Am Yisrael— and it is what 
keeps our nation not only strong, but kind. 

 Injury & Health Claims
Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice

 Work Accidents |  Negligence &
Insurance | Bituach Leumi

Netanel Shimoff Avia Azoulay
Civil & Commercial 

Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts 
 Dispute Resolution & Litigation  

Wills & Estates

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally
02-5660002        King George 16 A Jerusalem        Office@aslegal.co.il         aslegal.co.il 
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HAFTORAH BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA 
SHMIDMAN

INSIGHTS DIRECTOR,  
OU WOMEN’S INITIATIVE

This Is Not 
The End of 
the Story

This week’s Haftorah introduces two 
women — each facing a crisis that feels 
final. The widow fears losing her sons to 
the creditor. There is no money, no plan, no 
way out. The Shunamite woman holds her 
lifeless child in her arms.Both are confronted 
with a reality that looks absolute. Yet neither 
woman accepts it.

The widow takes the tiny jar of oil she has 
— and pours.She acts with determination as 
if there is a future yet to be built.The Shu-
namite woman travels to Elisha and refuses 
to leave him. She demands that the story is 
not closed.

These women teach us that faith is not 
passive. Emunah is not simply accepting 
life as it presents.It is the belief that Hashem 

can write further chapters we cannot yet see.
Their courage echoes today.

So many women in Israel — especially 
wives and mothers whose loved ones are 
serving in miluim — are living with fear and 
uncertainty. But they continue to build homes 
of warmth, continue to daven, continue to 
make Shabbos beautiful, continue to hold 
hope.They, too, are quietly declaring: This 
moment is not the whole story.

Like the women of our Haftorah, they 
believe the next chapter can still hold life and 
light — and in that belief, they help bring it 
closer. 

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

• STYLE & COMFORT
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL PARENTING
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI 
DIRECTOR OF OU ISRAEL WOMEN’S DIVISION

The Torah is not only a record of history 
— it is a guide for life, including how we 
raise and educate our children. One striking 
example is Avraham Avinu, who mastered 
the middah of chessed and carefully taught 
it to the next generation. Even while still 
recovering from his Brit Milah, Avraham 
sat at the entrance of his tent, attentively 
watching for travelers in need of hospitality. 
When he finally saw guests approaching, the 
Torah describes his immediate and thought-
ful response: he ran out to greet them, offered 
them water to wash their feet, and invited 
them to rest under the tree. Bereishit 18:6-8 
then details his purposeful and swift actions 
in preparing to serve them.
מַַהֲֲרִִי  וַַ�יֹּאֹמֶֶר,  רָָה;  אֶֶל-שָׂ�ָ הָָאֹהֱֱֹלָָה,  אַַבְְרָָהָָם  וַַיְְמַַהֵֵר 
וְְאֶֶל- עֻֻגוֹֹת.  י  וַַעֲֲשִׂ�ִ י,  ִ סֹלֶֶֹת--לוּּשִׁ� קֶֶמַַח  סְְאִִים  לֹׁשׁ  ְ שְׁ�
ן  �תֵֵּ וַַ�יִִּ וָָטוֹֹב,  רַַךְְ  קָָר  ן-�בָָּ �בֶֶּ ח  �קַַּ וַַ�יִִּ אַַבְְרָָהָָם;  רָָץ  קָָר,  הַַ�בָָּ
וְְחָָלָָב,  חֶֶמְְאָָה  ח  �קַַּ וַַ�יִִּ אֹתֹוֹֹ.  וֹֹׂשׂת  לַַעֲֲ וַַיְְמַַהֵֵר,  עַַר,  אֶֶל-הַַ�נַַּ

ן, לִִפְְנֵֵיהֶֶם. �תֵֵּ ה, וַַ�יִִּ ר עָָשָׂ�ָ ֶ קָָר אֲֲשֶׁ� וּּבֶֶן-הַַ�בָָּ
Avraham hurried into the tent to Sarah, and 

said, “Quickly, make three seahs of fine flour 
into kneaded cakes.” And he ran to the herd, 
and took a tender and good calf, and gave it 
to the young man, and he (the young man) 
hurried to prepare it. Avraham also took butter 

and milk, and the calf that had been prepared, 
and set it before them.

Rashi explains: אל הנער" - זה ישמעאל לחנכו" 
 the “young man” whom Avraham — במצות
instructed to prepare the calf was none other 
than his son Yishmael. According to Rashi, 
Avraham deliberately involved Yishmael so 
that he could learn and be trained in per-
forming mitzvot.

One may ask, why doesn’t Avraham teach 
Yishmael at the very start of the mitzvah, 
instead of midway through it? The lesson is 
clear: to educate a child, the parent must first 
perform the mitzvah themselves. Only after 
demonstrating proper behavior should the 
parent involve the child. Examples in action 
have a far greater impact than verbal instruc-
tion alone.

Indeed, Yishmael internalized the mitzvah 
and carried it out with the same urgency and 
care as his father: “וימהר ]הנער[ לעשות אותו" 
-"And the young man hurried to do it"

On the other hand, if a parent simply 
instructs the child from a chair — “Welcome 
the guests,” “Set the table,” and so on — with-
out first modeling the behavior, this is not 
true education. It is mere obedience training. 

Teaching Chessed To Our 
Children: Lessons from 

Avraham Avinu
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL PARENTING
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI 
DIRECTOR OF OU ISRAEL WOMEN’S DIVISION

The child learns to follow orders, but not the 
deeper value of the mitzvah.

Notice how the story unfolds as a true 
family project: Sarah prepares the cakes, 
Yishmael prepares the calf, and Avraham 
serves the meal to the guests. Each family 
member has a role, contributing to a single 
act of chessed. This structure not only ensures 
the task is accomplished efficiently, but it 
also teaches children responsibility, partic-
ipation, and the value of working together 
for a mitzvah.

Children learn best when they see acts of 
kindness in action. Modeling chessed in daily 
life — whether helping a neighbor, giving 
tzedakah, or offering support to a friend — 
provides a living blueprint for our children.

We see this principle in action in more 
recent times as well. Rabbi Mordechai and 
Henny Machlis famously hosted over 100 
people at every Shabbat meal in their home. 
Their daughter, Elisheva Rosenthal, comes 
every year to speak to the OU Israel Bat 
Mitzvah program. She shares with the girls 
how growing up in such a home shaped her 
own passion for chessed. Each child in the 
family had a specific role in preparing for 
the massive Shabbat meals. Elisheva recalls 
that it never felt like a burden; rather, the 

children felt needed, important, and part of 
a larger act of kindness. 

Many times, parents debate whether to take 
on more chessed. After all, how will it impact 
the family? Will there be less time to devote 
to the kids? Following this model, however, 
we can turn chessed into a family project. In 
doing so, our children not only do not lose 
out — they gain so much in responsibility, 
empathy, and in building their own middah 
of chessed.

In conclusion, the story of Avraham, Sarah, 
and Yishmael, together with the real-life 
example of Rebbetzin Henny Machlis’s fam-
ily, reminds us that chessed is best learned 
through doing, not just watching. Parents 
who model, guide, and actively involve their 
children in chessed teach more effectively 
than words alone ever could. 

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
Brand new building on Mekor Chaim 
Recently finished, 4 room 111m, mirpeset, storage, 
parking and Shabbat elevator, 3rd floor, 4.37m nis
Great opportunity to buy in a new building  
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot 
2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices start  
at just 2.19m nis 
Studio for rent in Katamon - Mechalki Hamim St.  
Close to the Shtiblach and park, 20m, ground floor. 
2800nis/month

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL
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TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT 
Josh Churney 054-281-4604 or donate online: 

https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

THE WOMEN'S DIVISION YOM IYUN 
30 OCTOBER  

 Dedicated by Judy Fridkis in memory of her beloved 
mother, Esther Feige bas Binyamin haCohen a”h  

and in memory of her grandparents  
Binyamin Katz z”l, and Rose & Harry Cohen z”l

RABBI BREITOWITZ’S TUE. SHIUR 
Dedicated anonymously for the  

refuah shleima of Evelina bat Galina

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN TUE. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year by the 

Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families in memory of  
Mel & Sylvia David z"l 

  מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה, ז"ל
צביה חיה בת אריה לב וחוה אידל, ז"ל

RABBI ADLER’S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year by the Frist family  

in memory of their beloved daughter and sister  
Elisheva Frist z”l - אלישבע סימא בת זלמן זל

RABBI MANNING'S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year לעילוי נשמת  

ברנה בת ברנדית ע''ה וזליג בן קלמן זייל

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year לעילו נשמת

מרים בת אברהם ע''ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז''ל 

RABBI TAUB'S WEEKLY THUR.  
PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR 

Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

RABBI ARI KAHN'S SHIUR 
Sponsored  for the 2025-2026 academic year by  

Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter  for the refuah shleimah  
of their granddaughter Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

Tzitzit tying with Ruti 
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin

no experience needed

Mondays 1:15-4pm 
Wednesdays 12-3pm
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Donating a kidney is a low-risk surgery with an
extraordinary impact  - the power to save a life.
Nearly 2,000 Matnat Chaim kidney donors testify that the experience 
benefited them at least as much as it did their recipients! If you’re 27–70 
years old (women after completing childbirth) and in excellent health, 
take our 30-second quiz to see if you may be eligible to donate a kidney 
and save a life.

Are you a candidate to

Donate a 
Kidney?

Scan the code to 
take the quiz,

or go to:
https://bit.ly/TT_MC
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER
EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
RAV, THE JERUSALEM SHUL
BAKA, JERUSALEM

RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

“The great faith in the Divine inherent in 
the heart of Jew is beyond assessment and 
beyond comparison…in the inner realm 
of the soul there is present the Divine 
light of yearning for the living God and 
for attachment to Him to the 
point of self-sacrifice.” (Midot 
HaRa’aya, Emunah #10)

Rav Kook contends that in 
the soul of every Jew exists a 
deep faith in God. Although 
at times this faith and attach-
ment to the Creator may be 
“covered over by an outer 
filth” due to other influences, 
the core fire of faith is never 
extinguished.

Rav Kook cites two fascinat-
ing sources to anchor his position (Ibid.). The 
first is a passage in the Talmud (Sanhedrin 
37a) which comments on the episode of our 
forefather Yitzchak imparting a blessing 
before his death. When Yaakov entered 
the room wearing the clothing of Esav, the 
verse says that Yitzchak could smell the dis-
tinctive smell of the clothing of his eldest 
son Esav (who wore his clothing in the field 
and for hunting). The Talmud comments on 
the verse: “‘And he [Yitzchak] smelled the 

fragrance of Yaakov’s garments [begadav] 
and he blessed him’ (Bereshit 27:27), do 
not read begadav, which means “his gar-
ments” read it as bogadav, which means 
his ‘traitors’.” 

Apparently the Talmud is 
suggesting that Yitzchak knew 
that Esav had serious faults 
and had become “a traitor” 
to his faith and yet he was 
convinced that he deserved 
blessings because a Jewish 
soul always maintains a spark 
of pure faith in the Almighty.

In a second source Rav Kook 
cites the Midrash (Bereshit 
Rabbah 65:2) which tells the 
story of a Jewish traitor by 

the name of Yosef Meshita who had sided 
with an enemy of Israel, The enemy asked 
that he enter the Temple and whatever he 
remove would be his. He entered and took 
the golden Menorah. When he returned to 
them they said that it's not appropriate for 
a commoner to make use of the Menorah. 
“Go in a second time and take what you 
want and it will be yours.” At that point 
Yosef refused. They then offered him an 
exorbitant amount of money. They began 

Rav Abraham Isaac Kook zt”l

The Soulful Faith in  
Every Jew (Middot HaRa’aya #10)
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to torture him and he still refused.
What caused Yosef to change his out-

look and suddenly refuse to side with the 
enemy? Rav Kook suggested that his holy 
soul and inherent bond to the Creator had 
simply been blocked for many years and 
was finally freed. Rav Kook stated that the 
love was surely there all along: “What was 
revealed in the end was also present in the 
beginning, but it was covered over by outer 
filth, a result of the unclean influence of the 
nations…” (Midot HaRa’aya, Emunah #10)
THE HIDDEN LOVE OF THE BAAL HATANYA

Rav Kook’s proposition that a hidden faith 
in God abides in every Jewish soul surely 
echoes one of the celebrated teachings of the 
first Rebbe of Lubavitch found in his master 
work Tanya. In chapter 18 the Rebbe argues 
that the infinite light of God can be found 
within the soul of a Jew - no matter who he 
or she is. There is a hidden love which was 
inherited from our forefathers, who were 
great lovers of God, and therefore we have 
it within us.

It is noteworthy that the illustrious 
Rabbi Chaim of Volozhin, who took issue 
with many of the other ideas espoused by 
Chassidut, agreed wholeheartedly with this 
notion. In his commentary on Pirkei Avot 
(Ruach Chaim 5:3) he highlights the fact that 
in the Mishna which lists the trials that Avra-
ham endured, the Mishna employs the term 
“Avraham Avinu.” This addition of Avinu 
(our forefather) is meant to teach that he 
engraved in the soul of succeeding genera-
tions his unique attributes. Therefore even 
simple, unlearned Jews, have the fortitude 
to live their lives, and at times to give up 
their lives, for the sake of God in the same 
way Avraham was willing to give his life in 

Ur Kasdim for the sake of God. Rabbi Chaim 
Volozhin writes: “All the ten tests charted 
a course for us. Indeed, how many people 
feel the urge to go to the Holy Land, to Eretz 
Yisrael! This is from the test of Lech Lecha 
(“Go out from your land).” (Ruach Chaim, 
comment on Mishna 5:3)

ADDRESSING THE NON-BELIEVER
Rav Kook did not regard those Jews who 

questioned and even abandoned traditional 
Jewish living as necessarily being rebellious. 
He perceived them as people who often were 
sincerely searching for truth and deeper 
understanding. Thus, he said, it behooves 
the traditional Jewish community to address 
their doubts and share with them Torah 
teachings so that they will see the profound 
wisdom of the depth of our faith. “The pres-
ent generation is not a low generation, but 
rather a very high and superior one…we 
must give it wisdom, and welcome it with an 
optimistic attitude. Its values of righteous-
ness and ethics are extremely idealistic, and 
we only need to purify and elevate them.” 
(Kevatzim Miktav Yad Kodsho 1, Pinkas 
Rishon l”Yaffo 79, translated in Spiritual 
Revolution vol. 1, Shwartz, p. 172)

THE KOHEN QUALITY IN EVERY SOUL
Rav Kook felt that the notion of deep-

rooted faith embedded in the heart of 

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator,  
private parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator, 
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite private 
parking, storage, full of light, nice garden, 6,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room apartment,  
140m, terrace, underfloor heating, Shabbat elevator,  
2 parking, 6,300,000 NIS
FOR RENT:BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
second floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS

REHAVIA: 3 room apartment, 76m,  
high ceilings, 3,400,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON:  4-room garden apartment, 
96m, high ceilings large garden, bright,  
5,800,000 NIS
REHAVIA: 4 room apartment, large terraces 
(Suka), great views, elevator, bright, parking, 
5,600,000NIS
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every Jew is symbolized by the Chanukah 
story and the oil that remained untainted 
and shone brightly in the darkness of the 
onslaught of the Greeks. Rav Kook presented 
this idea in the following beautiful way: She-
men (oil) represents middot (character traits) 
and deot (ideas). The Greeks defiled the 
Jewish people's thoughts and values in the 
days of Chanukah. However, every Jew has 
the quality of the Kohen, which is a faith in 
God and a longing to live a better life in the 
light of Hashem’s Torah. The inner Kohen 
Gadol is representative of the unbreakable 
fatih and love a Jew has for Hashem. When 
the inner Kohen Gadol becomes buried deep 
inside of us and almost is completely inacces-
sible, Hashem wakes up our emunah (faith) 
Himself. (Ain Aya, Shabbat daf 21)

BEGIN THE DAY WITH EMUNAH
It is worthy of note that one of the first 

words a Jew utters to begin his day is the 
word: emunah. The phrase recited each 
morning when one arises from their sleep, 
Modeh ani, concludes with the words raba 
emunatecha (great is Your faithfulness). 
Rav Kook suggested that God’s great faith 
in his world and his creation means that 
He has faith in each individual. God’s faith 
in humanity inevitably instills within each 
individual a powerful sense of confidence 
and purpose. 

When a person recites Modeh ani and 
awakens to a new day, the message embed-
ded in the words, Modeh ani, awakens a 
person to the awareness of the profound 
depth of God’s faith in each of His creations. 
Every individual soul has been placed on 
this earth by God to fulfill a unique mission 
that is unique to every person. (Siddur Olat 
Re’iya, vol. 1, p. 3)

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
aarong@ouisrael.org  at a special price 
for Torah Tidbits readers.

LIFE LESSONS
•	 Do something that will cause God’s exis-

tence to be more clearly recognized in 
this world. Mention God’s name in three 
conversations today.

•	 Stop for a moment before saying ‘God 
willing’ or ‘thank God’ and think about 
the words. Internalize them before 
speaking.

•	 Discover something beautiful about 
God’s world that you never noticed 
before. 

•	 Like Avraham, use your discovery to 
better appreciate the Oneness of God. 

Join our expert team specializing in
US taxes for Americans in Israel.

Position: Tax Associate

Opportunities for growth 
Seasonal bonus 
On-site role at our Jerusalem office
2+ years of experience a plus
Experience with 5471s, PFICs,
Streamlines 

Apply now and advance your career!

Email your CV to aliza@goldarrowtax.com 
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Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001
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ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

J E R U S A L E M

R E A L  E S T A T E

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM
REHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED  

(DISKIN ST. - WOLFSON TOWERS) 
Luxurious, exceptionally spacious 316 sqm 

apartment, (originally two apartments),  
two living rooms, large dining area,  
5 bedrooms, high floor - stunning  

panoramic view, fully furnished and 
equipped, storage room, near synagogues, 
shops, & cafés, commercial and medical 

center right below. Overlooking the  
Knesset, Israel Museum, Sacher Park 

Exclusive! Haim 055-4574163

IN NACHLAOT!  
New and beautifully designed 2-room  

duplex, stylish & comfortable, high  
ceilings, sukkah balcony, mamad, used  

as a bedroom. Authentic Jerusalem  
experience, picturesque alleys, near  

Mahane Yehuda Market, Sacher Park,  
the City Center, and public transport.  

Exclusive! Jehezkel 055-4549460

IN THE HEART OF TALBIYEH  
(SHALOM ALEICHEM ST.)  

Great investment & best place to live. 
Nice 3-room apartment, 1st floor, sunny 

balcony, 3 exposures, best location:  
near major hotels, synagogues, green 

parks, City Center, Yemin Moshe,  
new light rail, lease till 2051. Exclusive!  

Amira 055-4549493



OU ISRAEL CENTER 69

Business Conference

4th Jerusalem

Own Your Voice

Building Business & Community

Cinema City, Nefesh B'Nefesh

 Campus, Jerusalem

9:00 AM -

17:30 PM

#JLMBizCon

     $500 raffe priie with entrance ticket    ompliments of Diesenhaus  roup Ltd

Round Table Speed Networking Booths

     Iodcast & Aedia Ianel

Delicious Lunch & Refreshments

S

C

A

N

 

M

E

!

Wednesday,  November 19th, 2025
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From the Virtual Desk of the

OU VEBBE REBBE
Rav Daniel Mann

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
RAV DANIEL MANN

לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

Question: After my wife lit candles, she 
realized that she had not applied (non-med-
icated) cream to an area of dry skin on her 
face. She asked me to do it for her (I had not 
yet accepted Shabbat). Was it permitted for 
me to do so? 

Answer: Although your description seems 
to indicate no problem of refu’ah (medical 
actions) on Shabbat, your wife was correct 
that smearing a cream onto one’s skin is 
forbidden on Shabbat. This is clear when 
one wants a film of cream to be on the skin 
for a while, but is likely true even if it will 
be absorbed relatively quickly (see Shemirat 
Shabbat K’hilchata 33:13). It is possible to dab 
small lumps of cream and let them spread 
out by themselves. However, we will address 
your excellent question regarding normal 
application.

You may be aware that even after accepting 
upon herself the halachot of Shabbat, a wife 
may ask her husband who did not yet do so 
to do melacha for her. The gemara (Shabbat 
151a) allows Reuven to tell Shimon who is 
in the techum Shabbat of Reuven’s produce 
to look after it, even though Reuven is out 
of the techum himself. The Rashba (ad loc.) 

derives from this that one who has accepted 
Shabbat can tell a Jew who did not yet do so to 
do melacha on his behalf. The Ran (Shabbat 
64b of the Rif’s pages) says that one may not 
generalize based on the gemara regarding 
techum, where there is a special way to get 
to the distant place (burgenin), but elsewhere 
one may not ask someone to do something 
that he may not. The Beit Yosef (Orach 
Chayim 263) counters by stressing that the 
one who accepted Shabbat could have not 
accepted Shabbat early. The Shulchan Aruch 
and Rama (OC 263:17) accept the Rashba’s 
leniency, including physically benefiting on 
Shabbat from that which was produced on 
his behalf. 

Your question, then, is whether the leni-
ency of letting Reuven, who did not accept 
Shabbat, do melacha for Sarah, who accepted 
it, applies even if Sarah will be directly 
involved in the melacha (e.g., have the cream 
applied to her skin). I did not find a source 
on this case, but sources on parallel matters 
should suffice, as the question is general: is 
direct involvement but, primarily, as an 
object (i.e., another person does the melacha 
to him) make one considered a partner in 
the action (which in your case, would be 
chillul Shabbat for your wife).

One equivalent matter is when a non-Jew 

Rubbing Cream on Someone 
who Accepted Shabbat
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Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by  
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare 
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad. 
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

is allowed to do a melacha to heal a sick Jew, 
where a Jew, including the sick person, may 
not do that same thing (Shulchan Aruch, OC 
328:17). The Rama (ad loc.) says that in such 
cases, one “may assist [the non-Jew] a little, 
for assistance is not [halachically] signifi-
cant.” This follows the rule found in various 
gemarot that “assisting is not significant” (see 
Beitza 22a; Shabbat 93a). Admittedly, some 
point to a gemara (Makot 20b) that seems to 
indicate the opposite – one who lets some-
one cut his hair in a forbidden manner is 
punished like the one who cut it. The Taz 
(OC 228:1) reconciles the sources by distin-
guishing between cases where the person 
having the violation done to him needs to do 
something to enable the one acting to do the 
violation. The Taz thereby rejects the Rama’s 
(OC 228:3) permission to have a non-Jew pull 
a Jew’s tooth when necessary, because the Jew 
has to open his mouth. However, most poskim 
agree with the Rama, not the Taz (see Mishna 
Berura 328:11, 61). (Many say that forbidden 
haircuts is more stringent in this regard than 

melacha on Shabbat – see Nekudot Hakesef 
(the Shach) to Taz, Yoreh Deah 198:21).

Another question about whether one 
having melacha done to him is considered 
a halachic “collaborator” is when a woman 
who did not cut her nails needs to go to the 
mikveh on Shabbat. Most poskim allow a non-
Jew to cut them (see Nekudot Hakesef ibid.; 
the Taz is again stringent); Be’ur Halacha 
340:1; Yalkut Yosef, OC 340, Gozez 11). 

The standard p’sak is thus that your wife 
could even maneuver herself to help you 
apply the cream. However, it was probably 
simple enough to apply it without her need-
ing to do anything, in which case, even the 
Taz would permit it. 

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English  

or Hebrew contact: 
Eretz Hemdah–Gazit 

Rabbinical Court 
077-215-8-215 • Fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org



U.S. & CANADA

TELL YOUR FAMILY & 
FRIENDS OVERSEAS!

NBN ON TOUR
Nefesh B’Nefesh is hitting the road! Meet our team, get 
answers, and move forward with your Aliyah plans with 
confidence.

CHICAGO · WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19

NEW JERSEY · SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23

NBN ON TOUR + 
MINI MEDEX
Meet the NBN team to get answers to your Aliyah questions. 
Additionally, the International Medical Aliyah Program (IMAP) 
will be there to provide guidance to medical professionals. 

TORONTO · SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16

MONTREAL · TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18

ALIYAH OPEN HOUSES
Join our Nefesh B’Nefesh Aliyah Advisors for an informative 
session about your journey to Israel.

LOS ANGELES · SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8
CHERRY HILL · THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13
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www.nbn.org.il/all-events

VIRTUAL

ALIYAH IS NOW - WEBINAR SERIES
Join us to get all the information you need about your upcoming Aliyah!

Finding a Community in Israel
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9 · ZOOM

Healthcare in Israel
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 · ZOOM

Aliyah Open Forum
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 · ZOOM

Education in Israel
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 · ZOOM

First Steps of the Aliyah Process
with the Jewish Agency for Israel

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9 · ZOOM

Understanding Your Aliyah Benefits
with the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 · ZOOM

www.nbn.org.il/events-calendar
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October - November 2025 | Various cities across Israel

NBN invites seniors to join us for a fall series of tours across 
the country. 

MUSEUM TOUR FALL SERIES

Sunday, November 9, 2025 | NBN TLV Center

Join us for a hands-on tech afternoon designed to build your 
digital confidence in navigating Israel’s app-driven world.

TECHNOLOGY MADE SIMPLE

FILM SCREENING & PANEL
Join us for "Shamir, His Way" a film on Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, followed by a Q&A with Mr. Yair Shamir & Mr. Herzl Makov.

YITZHAK SHAMIR

Sunday, November 30, 2025 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

Sunday, December 7, 2025 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

Get ready for NBN's first ever Book Shuk - a literary fair 
celebrating the creativity and talent of Olim authors!

BOOK SHUK

Tuesdays, NBN Aliyah Campus JLM | Thursdays, NBN TLV Center

Our dedicated NBN staff offer one-on-one assistance to help 
you navigate and understand any challenging Hebrew task.

TRANSLATION STATION

September - November 2025 | Online

Supplement your existing Hebrew skills with the words and 
insights you need to survive & thrive in Israel.

CAFE OLEH: FALL SESSIONS

ALIYAH
INTEGRATION

NATIONAL
SERVICE

NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT 

ZIONIST
EDUCATION

From Aliyah to National Service, Development, 
and Education, our mission continues daily to 
strengthen the State of Israel.
What began with a holistic approach to Aliyah facilitation has 
evolved into a broader national mission encompassing national 
service, development, and Zionist education, all in an effort to 
ensure Israel’s continued strength and future.
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Machon Puah for Fertility and 
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

RABBI GIDEON WEITZMAN

Where is the 
Husband?

Last time we discussed Rabbi Yehuda Hen-
kin’s book Bnei Banim that is being translated 
into English.

One teshuva relates to the question of the 
husband’s presence during childbirth. This is 
a relatively modern question, as in previous 
generations the husband did not participate 
in the birth at all. Women would deliver the 
baby at home, and later in a hospital setting, 
in the presence of a midwife, and not neces-
sarily even a doctor. The husband was, at the 
most, outside the room and was informed of 
the birth after it was already over when the 
baby and his wife were fully dressed.

But times have changed and women want 
their husbands to be present and participate 
in the process of birth. Men also want to be 
more a part of the delivery of their children 
and assist their wives when necessary.

Rabbi Henkin discusses this question and 
raises the halachic problems. The halacha 

requires a distinct separation between hus-
band and wife during the times that the wife 
is impure. This separation includes not only 
physical contact but also seeing the required 
covered parts of his wife’s body.

The process of birth renders a woman 
halachically impure due to the bleeding 
involved and the opening of the cervix due 
to the expulsion of the fetus. During birth the 
woman will be uncovered and the husband 
cannot look at various parts of her body, 
nor can he hold her due to the halachic lim-
itations on touching as this point. As such, 
Rabbi Henkin writes that if the husband is 
not needed then he should not be present.

But the question becomes more relevant 
when the wife demands that he be present as 
this will calm her and encourage her, which 
will be an easier and more positive birth 
experience. In such a case, Rabbi Henkin 
examines the permission that the Rabbis 
gave to perform various acts to alleviate the 
woman’s fear and concerns.

For example, the Gemara (Shabbat 128b) 
permits lighting a candle, even though the 
woman giving birth is blind and does not 
derive direct benefit from the light. The Rab-
bis permitted this since it will alleviate her 
fear that the midwife or attending physician 
will not be able to see clearly and will not be 
able to assist her as necessary. Even if the 
midwife claims that she can perform her task 
in the current light, since the woman would 
be calmer if the light was lit it is permitted.

More on this next time. 
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Bein 
 Har l'Kinneret

In Yavne'el

KOSHER 
 VILLA

Spacious grounds  
with lots  

of activities

10 min  
from 

Kinneret

Luxury  
8- bedroom villa 

(For up to 25 people)

WWW.HAMELECH.CO.IL
054-7534888

Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

GARDEN PARADISE FOR SALE IN KATAMON
PEACEFUL, BEAUTIFUL, GARDEN DUPLEX APARTMENT
122 SQM ON TWO LEVELS, 4.5 BEDROOMS, 3 FULL BATHS, 
PRIVATE REGISTERED GARDEN FULL OF FRUIT TREES, 
PRIVATE PARKING, ELEVATOR, MAMAD, EXCELLENT 
CONDITION. 
ASKING PRICE: NIS 8,150,000

QUAINT 1 BDRM FOR SALE IN KATAMON
2 ROOM APT FOR SALE DIRECTLY ABOVE THE GARDEN 
APT! BRIGHT AND COMPACT 34 SQM., 3 AIR DIRECTIONS, 
INCLUDES MAMAD, SUKKAH BALCONY, ELEVATOR, 
PRIVATE HEAT, AND A/C. 
ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,150,000

Website: www.yeshezra.org 
Bank Transfer: Mercantile (17),  
Branch 642, A/C 79747843
Send Asmachta for receipt
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476, 
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card:  
Sara – 077-820-0196 / 058-530-9161  
Sun-Wed (10:00am-14.30 pm)
Tax benefit for donations as per  
section 46a of the Israeli tax code

EMPOWER LIVES WITH YESH EZRA! 
 Director: Menachem Persoff
 Website

www.yeshezra.org
Bank Transfer
Mercantile (17), Branch 642, 
A/C 79747843  
(Send Asmachta for receipt)

Checks
“Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476,  
Romema, Jerusalem 
Credit Card
Sara: 
077-820-0196 / 058-530-9161 
(Sun, Mon, Wed.: 10:00-14:00)
Donate with:
*Tax benefit available for  
donations according to section  
46a of the Israeli tax code

Please donate generously  
to advance our crucial work.

Assisting the sick, elderly, 
financially challenged, 

substance abusers, single 
mothers, terror victims,  
and displaced families, 

supporting Bar/Bat Mitzvahs  
and Hachnassat Kallah.

INQUIRIES: Menachem Persoff  - 050-570-1067 |  menpmp@gmail.com
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Michal Silverstein, MS
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Michal Silverstein, MS
Dear T.R.
Thank you for asking this 

very relevant and timely 
question.

Adults as well as children are over-
whelmed with emotions when they hear 
about a terrorist attack. When they become 
more frequent, the feeling of uncertainty 
and loss of control can create much anxiety. 
There are certain guidelines to keep in mind 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting,
Following the recent string of 

terrorist attacks, my son, 11, has 
become very anxious. I, of course, 
have also been affected by all the loss 
and trauma. I’m not sure how much 
or how little to share with him in gen-
eral and specifically regarding my 
own emotional experience.  For exam-
ple, should I try not to cry and be sad 
around him? T.R. 

when responding to children under these 
circumstances.

Firstly, it’s important to give children a safe 
space to speak, meaning a space to express 
them selves in the way that is natural for 
them. Some children don’t have much of a 
reaction and others will cry, show anger and 
frustration. They may say things that you 
don’t agree with or challenge you. Giving 
them the space to do this is crucial.

Next, when they ask questions, try to give 
them accurate information, answering only 
the questions they ask. Stay focused. It’s not 
necessary to elaborate or get sidetracked by 
politics or other similar situations. Explana-
tions should be given in an age appropriate 
manner. Just like your rules are age appro-
priate your discussions should be as well. 
Having more detailed, graphic conversations 
is more appropriate with an 18 than a 10 year 
old. 

It’s important to keep an eye out for both 
emotional and physical signs of distress. 
If your child looks sad, has crying spells, 
becomes fearful or angry or is experienc-
ing changes in sleeping and eating patterns, 
he may need extra help processing the cur-
rent state of events. Be aware of behavioral 
changes.

Regarding your own emotional state, it’s 
important to model emotions in front of your 
children. Seeing you express your feelings 
will allow your child to do the same. That 
being said, there is also a limit. You do not 

For Sale: 
25 Ben Maimon, 4 rooms, 113m,  

2 bathrooms, porch, 1st floor, elevator, 
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

OU ISRAEL PARENTING COLUMN

Daughters 
and Dating

Dear OU parenting,
 I have a 24 year old daughter who 
wants to get married and I’m not sure 
how to help her. The dating scene is 
very daunting to me.
E.H.

Dear E.H.,
This is something that a lot of mothers are 

struggling with today. For the past few years, 
beginning with Covid and continuing through 
the war, dating has become even more chal-
lenging. During Covid it was almost impossible 
to meet in person and during the war a major-
ity of young men were in the army and still 
are. In addition, when a young man becomes 
available, he may not be in the state of mind 
to date. All this reinforces the sentiments of 
Chazal - finding your soul mate is as difficult 
as the splitting of the sea. 

Although technology has advanced dras-
tically with so many ways to connect and 
communicate, there are other real challenges 
presenting themselves. One challenge being 
the fact that the religious dating scene is lay-
ered and fractured into many subsets and 
categories. What was once a clear identifying 
description between religious and non-reli-
gious, is now very nuanced. There are levels 

of orthodoxy, and hashkafa, and lifestyle that 
didn’t exist before. On the one hand, it’s good 
to know yourself and what you’re looking for, 
and on the other hand it’s important to be 
flexible and open minded. 

Despite the challenges, how can a parent 
help their child navigate this complicated 
journey?

Firstly, ask your child if she would like your 
help. Clear communication is so important in 
order to coordinate your expectations. What 
role does she want you to play in her dating 
process? Many single girls today don’t even 
know how to get started meeting someone 
especially if they’re shy.

 Your daughter may express that although 
she is interested in getting married she doesn’t 
need your active help in finding “the one”. She 
is very outgoing and wants to meet someone 
organically. In that case, you can offer your sup-
port. You can be available to discuss her rela-
tionship or be a listener through the process. 

When you can guide her through the ups 
and downs of a relationship and can reflect 
back to her, you can provide your daughter 
with stability and perspective. It’s equally 
important to not get overinvolved and to 
project confidence in her decision making. If 
you see something disturbing in the relation, a 
red flag, it’s important to address it and bring 
it to her attention. 

As a parent, you have more relationship 
experience and are more objective, whereas 
your daughter can get swept up in a relation-
ship which can compromise her judgement. 
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Michal Silverstein has a MS in educational psychology 
and counseling. She facilitates parenting workshops in 
and around Jerusalem and maintains a private practice.

Feel free to send in any parenting questions you 
may have to parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 
changed to preserve anonymity).

Since relationships are emotionally charged 
make sure you approach concerns in a delicate 
fashion so your daughter is more receptive. If 
you come across as attacking or judgmental, 
your child will probably become defensive. 
It’s a delicate balance between being assertive 
while being present and understanding. 

If your daughter however, expresses her 
desire for you to actively get involved with 
the dating process, it requires additional 
time and energy. It means becoming familiar 
with a system within the shidduch world. It 
means becoming active, seeking out appro-
priate whatsapp groups and websites/ online 
initiatives. It means posting your daughter's 
bio and profile, becoming her advocate and 
following up with potential matches. It means 
networking, similar to business networking 
only with dating. The way to do this is to con-
nect with mothers slightly older and with 
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more life experience than you have. Ask them 
to connect you to others and broaden your 
social network to people from likeminded 
communities with similar goals. At any point, 
if your daughter feels stuck, overwhelmed 
or confused, I recommend reaching out to a 
professional, experienced dating coach.

And finally, remember to incorporate prayer 
and make time for tefilla. Just like anything 
else in the life of a Jewish person, we believe 
and have faith that if we put in the effort , 
Hashem will help us reach our goal. Be’H. 

Be’hatzlacha 
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INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER
MOTHER OF SGT. BINYAMIN HY”D

JEN AIRLEY

Torah  
Is Alive

In every generation, the Torah continues to 
speak — alive, relevant, and brimming with 
guidance for our lives today. The stories of 
our ancestors are not distant memories but 
eternal blueprints for how to live with faith, 
courage, and vision. Each parsha shines a 
light on the challenges and opportunities of 
our own times, revealing that the Torah is not 
about the past, but about us — here and now.

Last week’s parsha told of a strange and 
dramatic episode — the war of the four kings 
against the five. At first glance, it seems like 
a political power struggle that has little to do 
with Avraham Avinu or his divine mission. 
Why does the Torah devote an entire section 
to this battle? And why did Avraham, a man 
of peace and kindness, get involved in a war 
that seemingly had nothing to do with him?

The Torah tells us Abraham was respond-
ing to ”כי נשבה אחיו“ — his brother (Lot) was 

taken captive. Avraham could have easily 
reasoned that this was not his fight. Lot was 
hardly a loyal relative — he had quarreled 
with Avraham, separated from him, chosen 
the corrupt society of Sodom, and rejected 
Avraham’s, hence Hashem’s, values. Why risk 
his life, his students, and his mission to save 
someone who had turned away from him?

Rav David Bagno offers a remarkable 
insight. Avraham saw far beyond the pres-
ent moment. He understood that from Lot 
would one day come Ruth the Moabite, the 
great-grandmother of King David, from 
whom Mashiach himself would descend. 
Avraham was not simply rescuing a wayward 
nephew — he was safeguarding the future 
of redemption.

This act teaches us more than loyalty or 
 bravery, which was completely outside , גבורה
of Abraham’s character but necessary for the 
rescue. It reveals Avraham’s spiritual vision 
— his ability to see holiness where others saw 
failure, to recognize potential where others 
saw only corruption. Every soul, even one 
living in Sodom, can contain the spark of 
Mashiach. That too is the living Torah’s mes-
sage to us: never write anyone off, never lose 
faith in the divine potential hidden within 
every person and every situation.

The Torah was not simply teaching us of a 
geopolitical battle, but lessons for us in every 
moment. For today.

THE ULTIMATE TEST — THE AKEIDAH
In this week’s parsha, we encounter Avra-

ham’s final and greatest test — the Akeidah, 
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the binding of Yitzchak. Hashem commands 
Avraham to take his beloved son, the miracle 
child promised after years of longing, and 
offer him as a sacrifice.

The Torah begins: והאלוקים ניסה את" 
 ”.And Elokim tested Avraham“ — אברהם“
Commentators notice the unusual choice of 
the divine name Elokim, which represents 
strict judgment, instead of Hashem ) י-ה-ו-ה (,  
which denotes compassion. Why is this 
the only test explicitly called a “test”? And 
why, when Avraham passes, does Hashem 
say: “עתה ידעתי כי ירא אלוקים אתה” — “Now 
I know that you are God-fearing”? Hadn’t 
Avraham already proven his love and faith 
through nine previous trials — leaving his 
homeland, enduring famine, facing exile and 
persecution?

The Slonimer Rebbe offers a profound 
answer. All the earlier tests expressed Avra-
ham’s חיבה and אהבה — his boundless love 
for Hashem. He embraced every challenge, 
seeing each as an opportunity to serve and 
come closer to the Divine. But the Akeidah 
was different. This test could not be fulfilled 
with love. To raise the knife over one’s 
cherished son could only be done through 
yirah — awe, fear, and complete submission 
to Hashem’s will.

When Hashem said, עתה ידעתי כי ירא אלוקים” 
 it was not that He learned something ,אתה“
new. Rather, He was revealing to the world 
that true faith is not only about love and 
inspiration, but also about the courage to act 
from awe and duty, even when one’s heart 
is breaking.

THE MODERN AKEIDAH
For many in our generation, reeling from 

two years of war, this story feels painfully 
personal. Parents who have sent their 

spouses,sons and daughters to defend Am 
Yisrael, to risk their lives al kiddush Hashem, 
cannot read the Akeidah the same way again.

I often ask myself: How did Avraham merit 
to bring Yitzchak home, to walk together 
again — “וילכו שניהם יחדיו” — while so many 
of us have not? Why did Hashem take my 
Binyamin, while Avraham was spared the 
grief?

And yet, Hashem’s words to Avraham bring 
me comfort:

 Now I know - ״עתה ידעתי כי ירא אלוקים אתה“
that you are God-fearing.

When we sent Binyamin to the army, and 
later our Yehudah, it was with deep aha-
vah — love for our people, our land, and 
for Hashem. It was -and is- an honor and 
a zechut, a privilege, to know our children 
are part of the holy mission of protecting Am 
Yisrael. But when Binyamin and the others 
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went into battle, facing the cruelest and most 
vicious enemies, that love was mixed with 
fear. It was not joyous — it was terrifying.

Still, we did it. Because we must. Because 
yirah — reverent duty — sometimes demands 
what love alone cannot.

Hashem does not expect us to face such 
moments with smiles or serenity. He asks 
only that we meet them with courage and 
faith. This, too, is our test — our modern 
Akeidah.

MAY WE MERIT AVRAHAM’S BLESSING
 It is my prayer that we learn ,ואני תפילה

from Avraham in our modern times- clinging 
to Hashem, following Him when we cannot 
see our destination clearly, rising to all chal-
lenges, passing all our tests- expressing our 
commitment to God in love and awe.

May every parent, every spouse, and every 

The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat 
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the 
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces, 
bereaved families and widows can come for 
respite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more 
information and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org
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soldier who endures this test hear Hashem’s 
comforting words echo in their hearts: ״עתה 
.ידעתי כי ירא אלוקים אתה“

May they merit the same outcome as Avra-
ham — that their ‘Yitzchak’, their beloved, 
return home safely, whole in body and spirit.

And may we all soon see complete fulfill-
ment of Hashem’s promise to Avraham:

That his descendants be as countless as the 
stars in the heavens and as the sand on the 
seashore, that our enemies be vanquished, 
and that we, the children of Avraham, 
become a true source of blessing for all the 
nations of the world. 
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Join our expert team specializing in
US taxes for Americans in Israel.

Position: Tax Preparer
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Email your CV to aliza@goldarrowtax.com 

A New Series IN BAKA for Women 
With  Rabbi Y. Y. Rubinstein

Based on his Bestselling book ....

“Truly Great...Jewish Women Then and Now”

Rabbi YY Rubinstein is a global lecturer, columnist and 
author of 14 books. He spent seven years in Gateshead 

Yeshiva, plus three in Kollel and has taught in Yeshivas and 
Seminaries for over 40 years.

For more information 
Call Rebecca 050 269 3111 or Elisa 055 336 4073 

Sundays 11:30 am, 
Ben Tabai Street, BAKA 

Discover hidden facts from the lives of the 
greatest women of Tanach like Sarah, Rachel, 
Tamar and Esther as well as the lives of those 
less well known like Avrohom’s mother Amoslai 
Bat Karnovo and David’s mother, Nitzevet Bat 
Adiel. Each shiur also introduces you to a 
contemporary great Jewish women.
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THE DAILY
 PORTION

BY SIVAN RAHAV-MEIR

International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.

NETANYA 4 ROOM APT. RENTAL,
Nitza Blvd, 1 month min. Amazing sea view, 

kosher, furnished: May, June, July 2023  
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The Charedi 
Rally in  

Bnei Brak
Most people have not heard about this 

rally, and that’s a shame because it’s a deeply 
important part of our story.

Julie Kuperstein, mother of released hos-
tage Bar Kuperstein, had been dreaming of 
this rally for almost two years. Her husband, 
Tal, who had been injured in a car accident, 
achieved astonishing physical and emotional 
milestones: He managed to stand again and 
regained his speech, “for Bar.” At the same 
time, Julie reached new heights of maternal 
and Jewish strength, forging a profound and 
unlikely bridge between the secular and 
charedi communities.

I had seen her on Shabbat, holidays, and 
weekdays slowly crafting a new, shared lan-
guage. We last met just before the hostage 

deal, when she led a Shabbat for students and 
young adults who observed the first Shabbat 
of the year together in Jerusalem.

Over the course of two years, she had imag-
ined what Bar’s homecoming would look like. 
She always said, “When Bar comes home, our 
journey will go through Bnei Brak. I don’t 
really know this city, but it embraced me and 
became my second home. People simply are 
unaware of the extraordinary people who 
make up this community.”

And then … it happened.
Thousands lined the streets of Bnei Brak, 

singing and dancing around Bar, accompa-
nied by a motorcycle convoy that escorted 
the celebration. Bar arrived with family and 
friends, looking nothing like the stereotyp-
ical charedi crowd, for a reception in the 
City Council hall where Julie gave a moving 
speech. She shared that at Sheba Medical 
Center, Bar’s first stop immediately after his 
release, they allowed her to sleep next to him 
at the hospital’s maternity hotel — and she 
felt it was perfectly fitting. It truly was a birth.

At the end of her list of thanks, she thanked 
the Jewish people “for every single tear.”

Then the convoy brought this young 
man, who had worked at the Nova 
music festival, straight to the home of 
Rabbi Moshe Hillel Hirsch, one of the 
leading rabbis of the charedi commu-
nity, for a short conversation. I watched 
as Julie spoke to the rabbi about the past 
two years, sharing insights and lessons. 
And I thought: someone like her really 
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can bridge divides and find solutions.
Deputy Mayor Shlomo Elharar said at the 

event: “Bar, not only have you come home 
— you are bringing all of us back home!”

One can only hope. The tone and language 
of the former hostages as they appeared 
across interviews and broadcasts suggest 
that they have risen to a higher plane. They 
speak of meaning, spirit, and soul.

May they elevate us — in politics, in the 
media, and online — together with them. 
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Anonymous asks:
Aleeza, I’m writing to you with a broken 

heart. I’m in my late 30s and the holidays 
are approaching. Instead of feeling renewal 
and joy, I feel anxious and stressed. Every 
year at the holiday table, someone says to 
me, “Next year you’ll surely be a bride.” And 
every year, I’m left with the same grief and 
disappointment when it doesn’t happen. I 
feel like it’s my fault that I haven’t found my 
person yet. Why am I put in this corner? How 
can I truly feel the renewal of the holidays 

and find joy in my portion?
Aleeza answers:
My dear friend, I hear your pain so deeply. 

The holidays, which should be a time of 
comfort and celebration, can become the 
sharpest reminder of what feels missing. 
The comments even when meant with love 
can feel like salt on an open wound. What is 
meant to bring comfort instead brings pain.

The first thing to remember: it is not your 
fault you are single. This is how Hashem cre-
ated the world, each soul has a unique jour-
ney, and the timing of marriage is written in 
heaven. We don’t always understand why one 
person marries at twenty and another at 43, 

 לעילוי נשמת 
מאיר יצחק בן יוסף אליהו הכהן ז”ל

Finding Renewal in  
the Holidays, Even When 
Your Heart Feels Heavy 

When the Holidays Bring Pain Instead of Joy-And How to Shift
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but we know that it’s in Hashem’s hands. And 
yet we still play a role in our soulmate story. 

So how can you face the holidays differ-
ently? One way is to gently shift from com-
parison to compassion. Instead of focusing 
only on what others have, ask yourself: 
What can I give at this table? What light, 
what humor, what warmth is uniquely mine 
to contribute? You are not a guest in your 
family’s life - you are an essential part of it. 
Another step is to prepare yourself emo-
tionally. If you know the comments are 
coming, plan a response that protects your 
heart. It can be as simple as a smile and, 
“Thank you, with Hashem’s help, in the 
right time.” This allows you to acknowledge 
their hope without letting it pierce you. 
Every prayer is answered, but remember we 
don’t always get a yes. Sometimes Hashem 
says not now. And while that was previously 
your answer there’s always an opportu-
nity for the next answer to be NOW is the 
moment, yes!

Renewal, a new year means your soul is 
being given fresh strength, new faith, and the 
courage to keep moving toward your future.

May this holiday season bring you not 
only comfort, but also quiet joy. May you 
feel Hashem holding your hand at the table, 
reminding you that you are precious, loved, 
and never forgotten. And may the year ahead 
surprise you with blessings beyond what you 
can imagine.

Aleeza 

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

NORTH TALPIOT- Panoramic view of the  
Old City, beautiful 135m, 14m balcony,  

3 en suite rooms, parking and storeroom. 
MICHAEL 0523202488

SAVION VIEW, CITY CENTER 
2 rooms luxurious, panoramic view,  

balcony, high end renovation.
MENDEL 0528980111

INVESTMENT/LIVING - GILO, SHAVO STREET 
3 rooms renovated, 1.5 floor, close to tram, 

commercial mall, schools, shuls. 
ONLY 1.880.000 NIS 

MICHAEL AZRAN 0523202488
GERMANY COLONY 

Garden apartment, 100m, 4 rooms plus  
370m private garden, parking, storage room.

8.500.000 NIS  MENDEL 0528980111
NORTH TALPIOT - New, 180m, duplex, 
penthouse, 40m terrace, panoramic  

view of Old City, parking. 
9.200.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

YAFIT ATLAS
CHAI GIRLS  
BEIT SHEMESH DIRECTOR

THE PRAYER THAT  
CHANGED EVERYTHING

In Parshat Vayera, Avraham boldly 
reproaches Hashem over His decision to 
destroy Sodom. Filled with compassion, 
Avraham pleads back and forth with Hashem, 
only to see his appeals unanswered. Beyond 
learning of Avraham’s great compassion, 
what are we supposed to internalize from 
this story, especially when Avraham’s tefillot 
are not answered?

As the parsha continues, we find another 
moment when Avraham’s compassion 
shines through. This time, he prays for the 
recovery of Avimelech from the very ailment 
that Hashem had given him to protect Sarah 
from him. This double occurrence of prayer 
throughout the parsha compels us to search 
for a deeper meaning. In truth, one only has 
to look a little further to discover a beautiful 
life lesson.

Often in our own lives, we find ourselves 
praying to no avail. What becomes of our 
tefillot when Hashem says “no”? Although it’s 

not always easy to see, the answer is brought 
to light in this week’s parsha. Avraham’s 
appeal for Sodom wasn’t answered, yet his 
prayers protected Lot, ensuring the future 
line of Moshiach. After Avraham prays for 
Avimelech to be healed, we see that Sarah 
is “remembered” by Hashem, enabling her 
to conceive Yitzchak.

Avraham’s story teaches us that when we 
pray for others, we open the gates for our 
own prayers to be answered. There may be 
many times when we feel our heartfelt tefillot 
have been left unanswered, yet we can trust 
that the power of tefillah is endless. Without 
a doubt, our prayers change the world for the 
better, even when we don’t know how. Never 
underestimate the power of your tefillot, and 
keep those heartfelt prayers coming.

May we all merit to see Hashem’s answers 
to our tefillot, bringing about Jewish unity 
and culminating in the coming of Moshiach. 
Shabbat Shalom

LEORA BRAUN
CHAI GIRLS, 10TH GRADE,  
BEIT SHEMESH

RISING TO HELP
The very end of last week’s parsha spoke 

about Avraham Avinu receiving his brit 
milah. The story continues in this week’s 
parsha, opening with the third day after Avra-
ham’s bris (the most painful day, according 
to R. Chama):
תַַח־הָָאֹהֶֶֹל  ֶ ב �פֶּ ֵ אֵֵלֹנֵֵֹי מַַמְְרֵֵא וְְהוּּא יֹשֵֹׁ� רָָא אֵֵלָָיו י-ה �בְְּ ״וַַ�יֵֵּ

Handyman / Plumber
Shmuel Rosenzweig

Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418 

בס"ד
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חֹםֹ הַַיּוֹֹּם“ �כְְּ
One of Avraham’s most famous traits is 

his love for hachnasat orchim-welcoming 
guests. In an attempt to stop Avraham from 
overexerting himself, the mefarshim explain 
that Hashem removed the cover from the 
sun, allowing its scorching heat to intensify. 
Even with the unbearable heat that kept trav-
elers from journeying, Avraham sat outside 
his tent, eagerly waiting to help and serve 
anyone in need.

Rashi emphasizes that Avraham sat so that 
he could stand to honor the guests he would 
receive. This further highlights his deep love 
for helping others. After seeing Avraham’s 
wish for visitors, Hashem sends three angels 
to him. Despite his pain and old age, Avra-
ham rises at the sight of these extraordinary 
visitors and runs to greet them.

LIFE SETTLEMENTS
Do you have a life insurance policy you:

• No longer want?
• No longer need?

• Can no longer afford the premium?
• Could you use extra money  

instead of keeping your policy?
I can guarantee that if you qualify with the 

underwriting process I can get you more money 
than if you cash it in with the company. 

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com

We can take many lessons from Avraham’s 
actions. One trait that is often overlooked is 
his respect for others. He prepares himself 
to rise and runs to help, no matter who 
approaches. He runs to help anyone, paying 
no attention to their race, beliefs, appearance, 
or age. To him, all that matters is making a 
kiddush Hashem and showing love through 
helping others. 
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LAV I
 I N S P I R E D  C R A F T S M A N S H I P

F O R  S Y N A G O G U E

Join us as International Sales & Marketing Manager 
This is your opportunity to make a lasting impact.

We're seeking a dynamic and results-oriented International
 Sales & Marketing Manager to join our growing team.

In this meaningful role, you'll play a key part in helping synagogues
 (shuls) around the world create beautiful and

 functional spaces for their communities.

Are you ready to:
Leverage your expertise in sales and marketing to a higher purpose?

Become a trusted advisor to synagogues worldwide?
Join a growing and successful company with a strong commitment to its values?

Please contact only by email: furniture@lavi.co.il

Calling all passionate leaders! 
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Your DAF: 
An Open Tent of 
Generosity
Avraham welcomed strangers and changed the world. 
You can do the same—with your assets. Open a Jgive 
donor-advised fund and leave your footprint in Israel 
forever.

Hospitality builds legacy. 

Learn more at platinum@jgive.com or scan the 
QR code to get started:

So does strategic giving.


