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COVER IMAGE from Mike Basilyan

We made Aliyah in August of 2020 at the peak of COVID. | live in Jerusalem
with my wife Chava and three kids.

. Our flag over Masada, above the Dead Sea, is a reminder that Jewish
sovereignty once lost on this mountain was reclaimed — not as myth, but
as reality. To me it speaks to the defiance of survival turned into endurance,
and endurance into nationhood.

We continue to pray for the return of all the kedoshim from Gaza.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

€ Kiddush Levana

7 Days After Molad: 8 Marcheshvan/ Wed. night Oct. 29
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Marcheshvan/ Wed. night Nov. 5

$ We begin reciting the prayer for rain in the Amida:
"tein tal u'matar I'vracha" on 7 Marcheshvan (Tuesday night Oct. 28)
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

It might be because my full name is Avra-
ham Yitzchak, but the parshiyot of Avraham
and Yitzchak’s life, which we read in Lech
Lecha, Vayeira, Chayei Sarah, and Toldot, hold
particular meaning for me. I see in them such
important middot that I try to emulate in my
own life and family.

Avraham Avinu, for example, stood out for
his hachnasat orchim (which my wife and I try
to do a lot). He also stood out for his ability
and passion for telling the world how amazing
HaKadosh Baruch Hu is (which I consider a goal
for myself as well).

Yitzchak is someone who we can clearly see
had a special love towards the Land of Israel, in
that he is the only one of the forefathers who
never left Israel. He was also known for his
tefillah, which HaKadosh Baruch Hu accepted,
asking for children when Rivka was barren.

There is another reason I connect so
powerfully to Avraham Avinu. Avraham is
the paradigm of aliyah, something which so
many of those reading this message have done
themselves. He showed us the way by following
Hashem’s voice and leaving his house and land
to come to the Land of Israel. He made aliyah at
a time when there was no OU in Israel to help

INW' OU

The OU Israel family sends heartfelt
condolences to Rabbi Ari Kahn
on the passing of his mother

Rivka Riva (Rose) Kahn a”h
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him with creating a community. There was no
Torah Tidbits in shul to read, there was no NCSY
there for his future children. There was no JLIC
for when he wanted to go to university, or OU
Israel Torah Initiatives of shiurim for him to go
to. There was no Women’s Division for Sarah
to join. There was no Camp Dror for him to be
able to send Yitzchak to in the summer. There
was no Nefesh B’Nefesh to help him with the
process of aliyah. And there are countless other
organizations that exist in Israel today that he
did not have when he made aliyah.

Instead, Avraham Avinu was an Ivri. He
believed in and listened to Hashem when no
one else did, and he went when no one else
would. That belief, that ability to pick up and
leave and come to Israel, is something that
so many of us have walked in his footsteps.
We are living in a world where peer pressure
and society dictate the way we behave and the
choices that we make in our lives. Avraham
Avinu lived in a generation where nobody could
even comprehend the concept of believing in
G-d, yet that did not stop him from doing what
he felt that the Ribono shel Olam wanted from
him. It is so difficult to leave what we know and
the comforts of the country of our birth, our
father’s house. And more than that, Avraham
did not know where he was going to end up, “el
ha’aretz asher areka.” Many of us came to Israel
without the ability to know exactly where we
would establish ourselves. The Torah doesn’t
tell us the challenges of where we go, but only
the challenges of how to leave. Leaving is such
a major challenge of its own. Yet those who
make aliyah have a dream, and know where



HaKadosh Baruch Hu wants them to be.

The fact that we’re seeing thousands of
Jews do this every single year is absolutely
remarkable. I was lucky. My parents made the
decision for me and my family, when I was
nine years old. I didn’t have to be forced to do
it as an adult with a family, a job, with ties to a
community. For that, I thank and will continue
thanking my parents forever and ever, because
they really gave me such a tremendous gift of
doing that and allowing me to be here without
those hardships

As an adult, I can understand what my
parents must have gone through, to leave
their siblings, to leave their parents, to leave
their friends, to leave their jobs, to leave their
communities, in order to move to Israel. Before
Nefesh B’Nefesh and before everything else,
even before ever stepping foot in the Land of
Israel themselves. My father told us when we
made aliyah that we weren’t going to Israel to
see if it’s a beautiful place. Instead, we trust God
that it is a beautiful place, but we’re going there
because HaKadosh Baruch Hu said that that’s
where the Jewish people should be.

So, here I really want to thank my parents
once again for bringing me and my siblings
to Israel. And I hope the beracha they have
received is being able to see their children live
and thrive here, to see their grandchildren and
great-grandchildren grow and build homes, and
that we all connect so powerfully to the Land.

Let’s continue walking in the footsteps of
Avraham Avinu. Even when things are not easy,
and there are so many challenges, we are doing
what’s right. May we be, b’ezrat Hashem, role
models for many others.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

i

Rabbi Avi Berman

"
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FOR SALE

Katamon, Ben Gamla St.

Totally renovated corner garden
apt, 4 rooms, 2 full baths, mamad,
bright, light, airy, underfloor
heating, a/c in all rooms.

Price to sell 5,600,000 nis

Givat Moredechai, Shachal St.
Shabbat elevator, parking,

4 room apt facing the valley.
Price to sell 2,690,000 nis

Old Katamon

5 room family home, renovated,
beautiful garden, a/c in all the
rooms. Price 17,500 nis

SHIFFY SHNELLER REAL ESTATE
7Y 'Y N
052-2639702 | www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il
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WwhatsApp

e 052-0288970
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RABBI MOSHE HAUER ZT"L 4

0 J ORTHODOX
IO 8

Rabbi Moshe Hauer’s zt”1 divrei Torah were enthusiastically read each week by tens of
thousands of readers of Torah Tidbits. His sudden death this past Shemini Atzeret came
as a shock to our community and to the Jewish world at large. In the coming weeks and
months we will honor Rabbi Hauer’s memory by publishing some of his most compelling
and thought-provoking divrei Torah. May the study of his exquisite words of Torah be a
source of chizuk and bring blessing to his memory.

Alone but
Not Lonely

Written in the aftermath of October 7th, this
piece, like so many others by Rabbi Hauer
zt”l, provides hope and direction in a time
of despair.

Jews should be feeling quite lonely these
days. Antisemitism, an increasingly visible
and unsettling feature of American Jewish
life since the Tree of Life attack exactly five
years ago, has spiked since the brutal Hamas
massacre of October 7th. On the Israeli side, we

In loving memory of
our daughter and sister

Judy Yellin a»h

Ay ﬂw"m DA NYRN PN
on her 31% Yahrtzeit - penn o

May the Torah learned
from this issue be in her merit

The Yellin and Weingarten families
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have shifted from focusing on what seemed to
be the growing circle of peace and friendship
surrounding the Jewish state to consider instead
its enemies poised to attack from all fronts. We
fume at the callous and vicious hostility of the
United Nations and watch with astonishment
as the progressive champions of human rights
leading, teaching, and studying in our universi-
ties salute and excuse monstrous butchers. And
we celebrate any expression of support from
American and other political leaders even as we
anxiously parse their every phrase to identify
possible cracks in that support.

We should feel desperately lonely, but we
are not. A Jew is always alone but never lonely.
Earlier this week, on a visit to Israel, I began to
understand why.

In the wake of the recent horrors, I had the
privilege to meet a wide variety of Israelis who
had experienced or observed unspeakable trag-
edy and were bearing it with dignity and grace.
It is always both humbling and inspiring to see
from up close the kind of emunah, deep-rooted
faith, that seems to grow bountifully in Israel
and is rarely seen elsewhere. It is there in the
eyes of people who project a crystal-clear sense
of purpose and the faith-based conviction that
they are part of the great march forward of



the magnificent story of the Jewish people. It
derives both from the mystical feeling of G-d’s
guiding hand and from the mindset of the faith-
ful who choose their path in life consistent with
G-d and his Torah.

“Though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I fear no evil for You are with
me.” “Were my father and mother to abandon
me, G-d would take me in.” King David was
surrounded by frightening enemies and for-
saken by erstwhile friends. It did not matter.
His faith in God ensured that he was never
alone. His Emunah was neither a slogan nor an
abstraction. And it is similarly tangible to these
understated Jews who viewed their life-changing
experiences as a journey G-d was leading them
on and they were choosing to take. Instead of
feeling lost and abandoned, they have a clear
sense of connection and direction.

These humbling Jews are not alone because
G-d is with them. But they are also not alone
because people are with them.

So much has been said — and enough can
never be said - about the incredible outpouring
of kindness and caring that is sweeping through
the land. We may be attacked by our enemies
and abandoned by friends, but the Jewish
family is hanging together across oceans and
communities. Those who have suffered loss are
being embraced by Klal Yisrael.

But the real healing of that loneliness is
experienced by giving. A friend told me how
his daughter went to a neighborhood market
on Erev Shabbat and encountered a woman
collecting foodstuffs for the neighborhood poor.
She had never seen her doing this before, and
it seemed especially odd as people were raising
funds and goods for the current causes of the
displaced, the bereaved, and the soldiers. She
later learned that this woman’s son had been
taken captive by Hamas. She was in so much

pain that her pain was all she could focus on,
leaving her completely wrapped up in herself
and very lonely so she chose to go out to the
corner market to do something for others who
needed it. She was not alone because she cared,
she gave, she saw others, and she made them
less lonely.

The original Jew, Avraham, was known as
an Ivri, completely isolated, “the entire world
on one side and he on the other.” This was not
just an individual characteristic of Avraham;
it originated what would become the collec-
tive fate of his descendants, “the nation that
dwells alone.” It began the moment G-d chose
Avraham, when he instructed him to leave his
land, his birthplace, and his father’s house, to
disconnect from every part of his human sup-
port system and follow G-d into the unknown.

Avraham was alone. But was he lonely? How
could he be lonely when the Creator Himself
would accompany him and show him his path-
way forward?! One who walks with G-d is never
lonely. And he could not be lonely because
everywhere he went, he noticed others and
addressed their needs.

We are a nation that dwells alone but does
not feel alone. Carried by emunah and commit-
ted to chessed, we will live and move on with
G-d before us and with our hearts and hands
extended to each other. m

nnwl nYyy

Howard Israel
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on his 13" yahrtzeit
12 MarCheshvan

In loving memory
Susan Israel and F amily
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Hashem promised that the Nation of Israel
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”’h
77y 1090 1Y% 1IIR N2 NOYD N
Mother of Reuven Tradburks

PARSHAT LECH LECHA

The parsha introduces the Jewish people.
Avraham journeys to the Land of Israel. He
is promised the Land, spends time in Egypt
due to a famine, separates from Lot due to
their great wealth, and rescues Lot when he is
taken captive in war. Avraham is again prom-
ised the Land, though told his descendants
will spend 400 years in slavery. Sarah has
no child, Hagar bears Yishmael, Avraham is
promised that Sarah will bear a child. He is
given the mitzvah of mila, circumcision, as
a sign of the covenant.

"‘ 1ST ALIYA (12:1-13)
&0‘ Avram (while we refer to him
as Avraham his name begins as
Avram and is only changed later) is told to
journey to the Land he will be shown. There
he will achieve fame, fortune and family.
The family journeys, arriving at Shechem
as their first stop. G-d appears to Avraham
and promises him the Land. He builds an
altar. A famine forces the family to seek relief

Condolences to
Aryeh & Noam Koenigsberg
and families
on the passing of their father

Itamar 21
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in Egypt.

Our parsha introduces promises. Avraham
is given three personal promises and upon
entry into the Land, one national one. He is
told he will have fame, fortune and family.
And his people will inherit the Land. The
story of the Torah from here until its very
end is the story of these promises.

G-d makes promises to man. Unsolicited,
perhaps undeserved. Though we will come
to know Avraham as a great man, the Torah
is mum on any background to receiving these
promises. For it is a story of G-d’s desire for
a people - it is His reach to us. Unsolicited.
Although the Midrash describes Avraham’s
discovery of G-d, the Torah itself is not inter-
ested in that. It is interested in describing the
unsolicited desire of G-d for a people; His
reach to man, not man’s reach to Him.

"‘ 2ND ALIYA (12:14-13:4)

k" The family goes to Egypt fleeing
famine. Paro sees Sarah and she is

taken to his palace. Avraham is lavished with
wealth because of her. Paro sends them away.
The family returns to where they began,
laden with wealth, to call in the name of G-d.

Avraham’s 3 promises, fame, fortune and
family, will be fulfilled one by one. First for-
tune. With Avraham’s return to the Land
from Egypt laden with wealth, the promise
of fortune has come to be.

Note the parallel in this story to that of
the Exodus from Egypt. Avraham journeys
to Egypt because of famine, Paro suffers a
plague, Avraham leaves with great wealth.
So too is the story of the Jewish people’s



journey to Egypt: flee to Egypt in a famine,
suffer plagues and leave with great wealth.

What does it mean that Avraham called
in the name of G-d? Ibn Ezra says either he
prayed. Or he called out to people to embrace
G-d. Avraham engages the people of the
Land in knowledge of one G-d, a pursuit
that exposes the people to him, eventually
bringing him fame.

”/“ 3RD ALIYA (13:5-18)
K’) The herds of Avraham and Lot

are so numerous that their shep-
herds quarrel. They need to separate. Avra-
ham allows Lot to choose - you go left, I right.
You go right, I left. Lot chooses the lush area
he sees around Sodom and Gemora. Avraham
is told by G-d to look over the Land for he
will have it all forever. And his children will
be as numerous as the sand of the earth. He
moves to Hevron and builds an altar.

Avraham and Lot have flocks, a nomadic
occupation. Shepherding is not the stuff of
nation building. Shepherds preserve wealth.
While agriculture provides, grows, builds,
is self-sustaining. It is stable, concrete and
the stuff of nations. So, while wealthy, the
wealth is nomadic. However, the promise to
Avraham of fortune has been granted.

And this choice of Lot bodes ill for Lot’s
inclusion in the legacy of Avraham. After all,
at this point, Lot is the only family member.
Will the promise to Avraham’s family pass
to Lot? His choice of an area of lush green
but evil people makes his judgement suspect.

The Torah communicates this message
by emphasizing the word “seeing” or “look-
ing”. The appearance of beauty without
consideration of principles has been a bit of
a problem in the Torah so far. Eve looked
at the fruit and it was beautiful. Before the
flood, the men looked at the women and chose

wives. Avraham is afraid, and justifiably, that
people will look at Sarah and want her for
themselves. And here, Lot looks at the Jordan
Valley and it looks like the lushness of Egypt.
Looks deceive; for while beautiful, each of
these failed to consider principles of com-
mands and ethics. Looking will be replaced
for the Jew by hearing, Shema, listening to
the Divine Command. Seeing beauty will be
usurped by hearing the Command.

"/" 4TH ALIYA (14:1-20)
K’) 4 Kings make war with 5 Kings.

Lot is taken captive. Avraham
rescues him, returning all the spoils and
captives. The King of Sodom comes out to
greet Avraham, as does Malchizedek the King
and Priest of Shalem. Malchizedek blesses
Avraham to G-d and blesses G-d for protecting
Avraham.

The promise of fame has been achieved.
After the heroic rescue of Lot, Avraham finds
himself in the company of Kings. And of note
is the religious language of Malchizedek,
blessing Avraham with G-d’s name. Avraham
has become famous but he has used his fame
to communicate his faith. People speak G-d
talk around Avraham.

2 of the 3 promises Avraham received,
those of fame and of fortune have been

We mourn the passing of
Rivka Riva (Rose) Kahn a”h

Cherished wife, mother,
grandmother and great-grandmother

Rabbi Pinchas (Paul Kahn)

Rina & Gershon Harris and F amily
Rabbi Yair & Hadassah Kahn and F amily
Rabbi Ari & Naomi Kahn and F amily
Dr. Dani & Dina Kahn and F amily
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achieved. The remaining 2 - of children and
of inheriting this Land are tougher.

And lest we think that G-d promised a
deserted land to Avraham, this pitched battle
of 9 kings belies that. Not only has Avraham
been promised that his children will inherit
the Land while he has no children, he has
been told he will inherit a Land that is hotly
contested. While man could, on his own,
achieve fortune and fame, a childless elderly
couple cannot achieve children and the Land
without Divine intervention.

"‘ 5TH ALIYA (14:21-15:6)
k" The King of Sodom offers Avra-

ham the spoils; Avraham demurs.
G-d promises Avraham that he need not fear,
for He will be his shield (magen). Avraham
protests — I have no children. G-d promises
that his children will inherit his promises. He
shows him the stars and promises that his chil-
dren will be as those. Avraham believes Him.

G-d promises to be Avraham’s shield, his
“magen”; Malchizedek used the same expres-
sion, that G-d was Avraham’s “magen”. Hence
the description we use in tefilla of Magen
Avraham.

G-d says to Avraham, “do not fear”. Who
said Avraham is afraid? What is he afraid of?
Rashi comments that Avraham is worried that
he has been showered with so much from G-d
already that perhaps he does not deserve to
have the remaining promises granted. The
remaining 2 promises are big ones; children
and the Land of Israel. Perhaps I no longer
deserve those.

Some promises are conditional - you
deserve it, you will get it. Perhaps he has
used up all his merit and deserves no more.
G-d tells him to not fear for his merit is great.

%‘ 6TH ALIYA (15:7-17:6)

After promising Avraham that
] promising
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he will have children, G-d again promises to
him that He will give him the Land of Israel.
Avraham queries as to how he will know this
for certain. In a dramatic ceremony of cut
birds and a deep sleep, Avraham is told his
children will be strangers and afflicted in a
foreign land for 400 years, leaving with great
wealth. Avraham will die in peace. G-d makes
a covenant to give the Land to Avraham’s
offspring. Sarah has no child. She gives Hagar
to Avraham and Hagar becomes pregnant.
Sarah sends Hagar away. An angel tells her
that her offspring will be many. Her child will
be cantankerous but powerful. Avraham is 86
when Yishmael is born. At age 99 Avraham is
told to walk before G-d. His name is changed
to Avraham.

For the first time, Avraham is told that the
promise of the Land will not be fulfilled in
his time. His children will be slaves, afflicted,
and leave with wealth after many years.

In a fascinating parallel, the story of Hagar
is that same story. Hagar is a servant, as the
Jews will be slaves. She is sent away, as the
Jews will be slaves in a foreign land. Hagar
is told she will have a son who will be a great
nation, engaging with many. Just as the Jew-
ish people will leave Egypt with wealth.

The promise to Hagar is that Yishmael will
be an international force to reckon with, just
as the Jewish people will leave and conquer
the Land with great wealth.

This parallel story, to my mind, is not to
point out the similarities but to point out the
glaring difference. Yishmael will be a great
nation in this rough and tumble world of
ours, where people struggle and prosper. He
will be good at that. Avraham’s children will
be a great nation by virtue of their covenant
with G-d.

The Torah is contrasting a nation, Yishmael,



unconfronted by G-d, living in this world,
down here on earth, void of the mystery of
the spiritual world, the world of the Divine.
Avraham’s nation is to be guided by the
Divine Hand, engaging with Him, achieving
its greatness in the elevated world of mystery
and spirit, the Divine world.

We will see this exact same parallel in the
journey of Hagar and Yishmael and Avraham
and Yitzchak at the Akeida. An earthly story
paralleling an elevated story.

% 7TH ALIYA (17:7-27)
ﬁ Avraham is told to circumcise

his family as a sign of the covenant
between him and G-d. He is startled at the
promise that Sarah will have a child at age
90, he 99. He suggests that Yishmael could
be the next generation of the Jewish people.
No, while Yishmael will be great, Yitzchak
will be the next generation.

Avraham is reluctant to give up on Yish-
mael as the heir to the Jewish people. Per-
haps this is Avraham’s persistent kindness
—he sees good, even greatness in Yishmael.

A SHORT VORT

But that type of greatness is not sufficient:
greatness comes in different shapes and sizes.
Yishmael is great in his way, the ways of this
world. Yitzchak will be great in a different
way, in the world of the spirit, of the Divine,
of ethics. There is greatness amongst the
nations of the world: but Jewish greatness
is different. m

&
:.' STATS
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3rd sedra of 54; 3rd of 12 in Bereshit.
Written on 208 lines, ranks 23.

7 Parshiyot; 3 open, 4 closed.

126 pesukim - ranks 13%.

1686 words - ranks 18™.

6336 letters - ranks 19%.

T
‘\0 MITZVOT

1 positive mitzvah: Brit Milah. A total of 5 sedras
have only one mitzvah (another 17 have none
and six have 2 or 3 - that accounts for 28 sedras,
over half of the Torah's 54).

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

(10, T::21) YUAT7ZI NIINX )7...AX1 Y2 XD XW

"Lift up your eyes and look...to you will | give it and to all your descendants" (13:14-15)
What is the significance of G-d announcing here that He was transferring possession of the
Land of Israel to Avram, when Avraham still had to purchase the Cave of Machpelah with

his own money?

The Meshech Chochmah (Rabbi Meir Simcha from Dvinsk 1843-1926) answers that although
the current evidence suggested otherwise, this statement by G-d internalized into Avram
that G-d's Divine presence dwelt here in the Land. That is why G-d's instruction to Avram in
the Pasuk was to "Lift up your eyes."- to look beyond the current situation of the Land and
to perceive the holiness of the Land. By transcending your vision and insight to a holier level
of how G-d performs, you will then realize that the Land of Israel is sanctified and transferred
over to Avram and his children, despite what is seemingly evident now. This declaration of
G-d creates the link between the Israelites and the Land of Israel eternally.

Shabbat Shalom

OU ISRAEL CENTER 15
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AR REAL ESTATE JERUSALEM

" Will Make Your Dreams
P“' ; . Come True!

City Center Haneviim Court
Beautiful Building, 90 SQM,
spacious, Bright, Shabes elevator,
2 Balconies, completely furnished
high level ,Stunning straight View
to Har Habait.place for Sukah,
Guard 24/7, Private Parking. @

New Price OPPORTUNITY

Amazing views of Jerusalem
Luxurious Penthouse. Fantastic location.
180 sqm and 88 sqm balcony, Highly designed
and invested high level Luxury finishes
parking + storage.
Occupancy within 5 months.
Special opportunity

Machane Yehuda / Mekor Baruch
Magnificent 3 Room new property
Bright living room, Modern kitchen

Amazing Jerusalem views, Accessible.
Perfect for investment and living @

City Center / Nachlaot
4 Rooms property
Spacious
Bright
1 st floor
Sensational Location 100%
3 Balconies
SUKAH balcony
3 spacious bedrooms
For Living and investment.

Fantastic Penthouse- City Center
Special property .
Amazing Location

182 Sqm Built
100 private Huge outdoor space
4 spacious bedrooms
Private parking
Accessible, Bright

Prime location in Jerusalem
Facing Gan Sacher
4-Room Apartment, Brand New Building
Beautiful balcony
Fully renovated new and upgraded
Bright and spacious with excellent air flow
Brand new condition, Inmediate entry
Private parking + private storage
2 full bathrooms + guest toilet
Secure room (Mamad)

Garden Apartment in Baka, Jerusalem
Quiet and desirable street, 4 rooms
Fully furnished to a high standard
Spacious 160 sqm private garden
Large glass windows, very bright
Private parking

renovated, luxury design @

Available Immediate

UPON REQUEST

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATIO
~. Aaron Renner ' King George 20 - Jerusalem
.)+972-55-958-4080 | Arnadlan100@gmail.com

B SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF

Advanced sealing system
Repair of tiled roof

> Licensed sealer
> 23 years of experience
> Warranty on every job

We specialize in sealing roof and
building walls, constructing and
repairing roof tiles, constructing and
repairing drainpipes, sealing balconies,
basements and pools.

Our company uses only Slli-certified
approved by Ministry of Health.

Among our clients: the Jerusalem
municipality, Bezeq, Ben Gurion Airporl,
house committees and more.

visit and consultation - no strings attached

FAIREST PRICE GUARANTEED!

Email: gagotshlomo@gmail.com
Shlomo: 050-266-9766
Office: 052-774-3343

BROTHERS
o* MOVING CO.

THE STRONGEST... THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

Moving, Packmg,ﬁtorage
EfEE 0547369550
-Free Boxes With Your Mowe

E -20% off for Seniors and Soldiers o
-First-Time Customer? 150 Off Your Move
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RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi »n>y5
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1

mnwi noyY
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Our Children Walk on Ahead

The call to Abraham, with which Lech Lecha
begins, seems to come from nowhere:

“Leave your land, your birthplace, and your
father’s house, and go to a land which I will
show you.”

Nothing has prepared us for this radical
departure. We have not had a description of
Abraham as we had in the case of Noah (“Noah
was a righteous man, perfect in his generations;
Noah walked with God”). Nor have we been
given a series of glimpses into his childhood,
as in the case of Moses. It is as if Abraham’s call
is a sudden break with all that went before.
There seems to be no prelude, no context, no
background.

May the Torah learned
from this Torah Tidbits

and the zemirot sung this Shabbat
be in loving memory of

Dr. Abba E. Borowich z71
12 DNIN NAN
on YTIYT 119 228 HNINIY

on his 1% yahrzeit - y9wn-9n »”»

Sandy Borowich &
Yaari, Galitzer and Milstein families
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Added to this is a curious verse in the last
speech delivered by Moses’ successor Joshua:

And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says
the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago, your
fathers lived beyond the river (Euphrates),
Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nachor;
and they served other gods. (Joshua 24:2)

The implication seems to be that Abraham’s
father was an idolater. Hence the famous mid-
rashic tradition that as a child, Abraham broke
his father’s idols. When Terah asked him who
had done the damage, he replied, “The largest
of the idols took a stick and broke the rest”.

“Why are you deceiving me?” Terah asked,
“Do idols have understanding?”

“Let your ears hear what your mouth is say-
ing,” replied the child. (Bereishit Rabbah 38:8)

In this reading, Abraham was an iconoclast,
a breaker of images, one who rebelled against
his father’s faith.

Maimonides, the philosopher, put it some-
what differently. Originally, human beings
believed in one God. Later, they began to offer
sacrifices to the sun, the planets and stars, and
other forces of nature, as creations or servants
of the one God. Later still, they worshipped
them as entities — gods — in their own right. It



After he was weaned, while still an infant, Eta Morris
his mind began to reflect. Day and night, he IERUSALEM REALTY

took Abraham, using logic alone, to realise the J \
incoherence of polytheism: @ Al )

thought and wondered, how is it possible that Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business

this celestial sphere should be continuously Eta: 054-723-3863

guiding the world, without something to guide Amazing stand alone homes in

it and cause it to revolve? For it cannot move of | OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY

its own accord. He had no teacher or mentor, OLD KATAMON townhouse  Thank you G-D

because he was immersed in Ur of the Chaldees 255 sqm of living space Almighty for the

L . built as 6 bedrooms,
among foolish idolaters. His father and mother 5.5 bathrooms plus return of our
and the entire population worshipped idols, rTegiSterec'f %jrde” 74sam.  hostages and
. . . errace O sgm.

and he worshipped with them. He continued Safe room. Great prayers for peace

to speculate and reflect until he achieved the condition, option for and .Iove to the
parking. Jewish People

way of truth, understanding what was right Call me for more info
through his own efforts. It was then that he BAKA penthouse.
knew that there is one God who guides the 150 sqm on 2 floors

. . renovated.
heavenly bodies, who created everything, and 4 bedrooms
besides whom there is no other god. (Laws of 2.5 baths.

Idol 1:2 Shared parking.
do atry . ) . . 2 terraces both Sukka
What is common to Maimonides and the together 30 sgm.

Midrash is discontinuity. Abraham represents

a radical break with all that went before.
Remarkably however, the previous chapter

gives us a quite different perspective: New project SAN SIMON.
These are the generations of Terah. Terah | 60 sam on one floor,

Shabbat elevator

fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran Parking and storage.

fathered Lot . . . Terah took Abram his son and Built as 3 bedrooms and

Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai 25 bathrooms.

his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife, Perfect condition.

and they went forth together from Ur of the

Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but

when they came to Haran, they settled there. %%US;%ROF:\E? ;2;‘:1

The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah historic apartment,

Price: 10,900,000 NIS

Price 7,500,000 NIS

died in Haran. (Gen 11:31) 2 ?uelldbr(;tol’:?;)ms, garden.
The implication seems to be that far from
breaking with his father, Abraham was con- Price 13,000 NIS/month
tinuing a journey Terah had already begun.
How are we to reconcile these two passages? Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.

etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com

The simplest way, taken by most commentators, ! .
\ Eta: 054-723-3863 etamorrisrealty.co.il r

is that they are not in chronological sequence.
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The call to Abraham (in Gen. 12) happened first.
Abraham heard the Divine summons, and com-
municated it to his father. The family set out
together, but Terah stopped halfway, in Haran.
The passage recording Terah’s death is placed
before Abraham’s call, though it happened
later, to guard Abraham from the accusation
that he failed to honour his father by leaving
him in his old age (Rashi, Midrash).

Yet there is another obvious possibility.
Abraham’s spiritual insight did not come from
nowhere. Terah had already made the first
tentative move toward monotheism. Children
complete what their parents begin.

Significantly, both the Bible and rabbinic
tradition understood divine parenthood in this
way. They contrasted the description of Noah
(“Noah walked with God”) and that of Abraham
(“The God before whom I have walked”, Gen.
24:40). God Himself says to Abraham “Walk
ahead of Me and be perfect” (Gen. 17:1). God
signals the way, then challenges His children
to walk on ahead.

In one of the most famous of all Talmudic
passages, the Babylonian Talmud (Baba Metzia
59b) describes how the Sages outvoted Rabbi
Eliezer despite the fact that his view was
supported by a Heavenly Voice. It continues
by describing an encounter between Rabbi
Natan and the Prophet Elijjah. Rabbi Natan
asks the Prophet: What was God’s reaction to
that moment, when the law was decided by

Mazal Tov to
Danny & Sara Berelowitz
and family on the engagement of
their granddaughter Shirel Harow,
daughter of Ashi & Aliza Harow

“ to Yehonatan Banner “

majority vote rather than following that Heav-
enly Voice? Elijah replies, “He smiled and said,
‘My children have defeated Me! My children
have defeated Me!™”

To be a parent in Judaism is to make space
within which a child can grow. Astonishingly,
this applies even when the parent is God (Avinu,
“our Father”) Himself. In the words of Rabbi
Joseph Soloveitchik:

“The Creator of the world diminished the
image and stature of creation in order to leave
something for man, the work of His hands, to
do, in order to adorn man with the crown of
creator and maker.” (Halachic Man, p. 107)

This idea finds expression in halachah, Jewish
law. Despite the emphasis in the Torah on hon-
ouring and revering parents, Maimonides rules:

Although children are commanded to go to
great lengths [in honouring parents], a father is
forbidden to impose too heavy a yoke on them,
or to be too exacting with them in matters relat-
ing to his honour, lest he cause them to stumble.
He should forgive them and close his eyes, for
a father has the right to forgo the honour due
to him. (Hilchot Mamrim 6:8)

The story of Abraham can be read in two
ways, depending on how we reconcile the end
of chapter 11 with the beginning of chapter 12.
One reading emphasises discontinuity. Abra-
ham broke with all that went before. The others
continuity. Terah, his father, had already begun
to wrestle with idolatry. He had set out on the
long walk to the land which would eventually
become holy, but stopped halfway. Abraham

W Mazel Tov to #
Rabbi Ezra & Ronit Friedman
and family on the birth of their
@ daughter Hadas Elisheva &,
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completed the journey his father began.

Perhaps childhood itself has the same
ambiguity. There are times, especially in
adolescence, when we tell ourselves that we
are breaking with our parents, charting a path
that is completely new. Only in retrospect,
many years later, do we realise how much
we owe our parents — how, even at those
moments when we felt most strongly that we
were setting out on a journey uniquely our
own, we were, in fact, living out the ideals
and aspirations that we learned from them.
And it began with God Himself, who left - and
continues to leave - space for us, His children,
to walk on ahead. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

Dr. Harry Weisman

Former Assist. Clinical
Professor of Medicine,
UCLA School of Medicine;
Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism

Author of
The 18% Solution -
Lose 18% of Your
weight in 18 Weeks

Weight loss Consultation

+972 53 472 2159

Close to Rechavia, luxurious apt in Jerusalem
of Gold residence, 165 sqm on one
Jevel,Sukkah terraces,views, doorman,pool, gym

Sumptuous Garden apt 230 sqm in
Talbieh, 150 sqﬁn private garden, enjoy S-star
e

hotel facilities. ady to move in

b

Unique Penthouse in quiet Old Katamon, 376
sqm with 64 Sukkah terrace, spectacular views,
spacious layout built to top standards

Two apts for long-term rental in the luxurious
Dubnov 1 residence Talbieh, from 153 sqm to 270
sqm, sukkah terraces, luxurious lobby, doorman

&T INVESTMENTS Of~0O]
Deborah Touitou +972-54-480-4767 |

www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il E
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il
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American
in Israel?

And you still haven't
filed? Good news -
It’s not too late yet.

David Lonn
US Accountant

¢ $1,700 per child
= Child Tax Credit

¥ $1,000 per year

for students -
Education Credit

Check for free

. 058-528-1996
& www.american-taxes.com

9 david@american-taxes.com

DKL

Celebrating
50 years

in Law

Your Inheritance is
WORTH
fighting for!
Secure your rights with our
Legal Expertise.

amazon ook inside ¥

The Complete Guide To
Call now: Wills And Inheritance
02-561-2111 In Israel

An st standing work | 5 reightlers ard but |
i AT et o apearat wsfyn 106 anhrraree

jHRUSALEM [CI Ihumb-:-‘k:.ﬂmmdmzhu 1

TEL AVIV
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Looking for
anexpedited

Endocrinology
appointment?

Raphael Hulkower, MD

American trained Endocrinologist
US and Israel Certified

Private
Consultations:

Compassionate
Endocrine Care:

+ Diabetes In person :»

+ Weightlossand 117466
Obesity rap Plus, Kfar Sava

» Thyroid disease /
Cancer

= Osteoporosis and
Menopause

+ Pituitary, parathyroid
{calcium) and adrenal
disease

= Hypogonadism
(low testosterone)

aZoom »
500-3342
ulkowerMD@gmail.com
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For sale in the German Colony
Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience
inone of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available

in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040




* Leak detection + moisture

* Sealing solutions mildeyw
» Water damage expert
* Roof coating

» Waterproofing, pools, porches,

H&T Property Investments
Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE ) stone walls, tiled roofs
Abarbanel St, Rechavia : : &
Exclusive » High standerd interior -

exterior painting —f==
* Luxury Large 4 Room oL H
170 sq.m plus 120 sg.m garden Licensed & insured
« Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
» Completely renovated

« Private entrance

« High ceilings and underfloor heating

052-840-5660

THE ™

FURNITURE DOCT ("R

Professional Services and Repairs since 1898

once and you’l Stice
©

shmuelnathand@gmail.com

e The HIGHEST LEVEL of GLUING for all your LOOSE & SHAKY furniture

e Expert SOFA FRAME & RECLINER repair

e OUR SPECIAL LEG TIPS - For quieter chairs & tables

e CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT & all of your other furniture repairs

PHONE: 02-999-2418 WHATSAPP: 058 787 3755
EMAIL: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il WEBSITE: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il
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The parsha begins with Hashem command-
ing Avraham — Lech Lecha - to go. Some have
interpreted the phrase to refer to the fact that
the journey was for Avraham’s own good and
benefit (Rashi). He was to go for himself.

Rav Shlomo Yosef Zevin (LaTorah V’La-
Moadim) suggests that the imperative has a
far deeper meaning. Hashem is commanding
Avraham - Lech Lecha - go to the depths of
your soul. That statement is not a command
to go for yourself but rather a directive to go
to yourself. Hashem’s call to Avraham was not
simply geographical. It was existential: dis-
cover your own essence, your own neshama.

Hashem never demands of a person to
achieve beyond his or her capacity:

“Npy N33 MLY? AT, KON YK 92"

“Whatever your hand finds to do — do with
all your might.” (Kohelet 9:10).

The pasuk does not mean that one should
feel free to do as they please. That would invite
a world of hefkerut. Rather the intention is that
one should utilize the strengths and talents

Mazal Tov to
in and family
on the zvah of their
daughter Noa Esther

= RABBI SHALOM

RAV KEHILLA, NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM MACHON LEV

with which one was gifted to maximize their
potential.

This echoes the famous teaching of R’ Zusha
of Anipoli. “In the next world, they will not
ask me, ‘Why weren’t you like the Baal Shem
Tov?’ or ‘Why weren’t you like the Maggid of
Mezritch? But they will ask me: “Zusha, why
were you not Zusha?”” Did you do everything
possible to be the best person you could be
based on the capabilities and limitations
granted to you.

The message is clear: our task in life is not
to imitate others, but to actualize our own
deepest potential. As Hazal tell us: “ Maase
Avot Siman L’banim” — we are to emulate the
characteristics exemplified by our Avot and
their encounters are an example for future
generations. That is the first command to the
first Jew — Lech Lecha. May we be able to dig
deep inside ourselves, recognize our talents
and utilize them to maximize our potential in
the manner in which we serve Hashem and
the way in which we impact those around us.

A small Sefer Torah with its own
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva
houses or for any other necessary
occasion on a temporary free-loan basis.
If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173
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BAKA, Mordechai Ha’yehudi: HOLYLAND TOWER:
Rare garden apartmentin Gorgeous 4. 5r£ooms
an Arab style house. 125 sgm =;\1_1 102 sgm on 3 floor. 10
+200 sgm private garden. I sgm balcony facing
30 sgm unit + building rights. === ___ amazing views. 2

1| High ceilings. Private parklng spots and
= entrance, great potential .| large storage.
RECHAVIA, Ibn Gabirol: BOUTIQUE HANEVI'IM:
Beautiful 3 room apartment -"'” 72 sgm 2-room
in a modern luxury building. “ i apartment, renovated
80 sgm +13 sgm full Sukkah % & furnished. 4" floor

balcony. 2nd floor with with S- elevator.
. Shabbat elevator. Private - Parking & alarge
y §i parking & storage room. _ - . storageroom.
RECHAVIA, lon Shaprut:  ¥%7 a ARNONA Revadim Street.
Excellent 4-roomgarden ' Beautiful semi private house in a

' apartment.100 sgm plus 2 sought-after quiet residential

J | balconies and a charming street in Classic Arnona. 7 rooms +
iy gardenin private use.13 a separate self contained unit.
sgm storage room with # 280 Sgm in total plus a 150 sgm
LMl window. Private entrance. . private garden.

! MAMILLA, Kariv
| } — P~ NI

Street: Large 3-room

apartment. 125 sgm T HOME | ey
including 2 master - . ‘ " )
bedrooms. .3

Renovated & fully © Q@ 050-272-1222

= furnished. Private 14 King David Street

parking & storage. : :
Filled with light. Jerusalem | www.jhomes.co.il

I" Rav Shalom Rosner's insightful explanations

infuse familiar songs with inspiration.

Available at korenpub.co.il
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For Sale in Efrat
Zayit:
9.7 NIS
Zayit:
2,590,000 NIS

Zayit:

1,990,000 NIS
Tamar: 2.79 NIS
Te'ena:

4,590,000 NIS
Dagan:
3.690.000 NIS

Dekel: . 3.100.000 NIS
For Sale in Elazar:

2,850,000 NIS

Gold Arrow
Tax is Hiring!

Join our expert team specializing in
US taxes for Americans in Israel.

Position: Tax Asse

Opportunities for growth

Seasonal bonus

On-site role at our Jerusalem office
2+ years of experience a plus
Experience with 5471s, PFICs,
Streamlines

Apply now and advance your career!

Email your CV to aliza@goldarrowtax.com
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AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did
an amagzing job!

GUARANTEED
=

MNothing matters to us mere than a
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we'll match it.

Send your plans for
free design today.

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282
or email us at info@tzviair.com




A New Series for Women

With Rabbi Y. Y. Rubinstein

Based on his Bestselling book ....

“Truly Great...Jewish Women Then and Now”

Truly Great
Jewish Women

Get to Know ASHKELON!

Are you interested in Ashkelon
for an investment, retirement,

THEN & NOW vacation apartment or joining
a vibrant and growing

English-speaking community?

live and work full-time in Ashkelon
and would be happy to show you
this amazing city.

Arrange for a free personalized
Discover hidden facts from the lives of the tour of the communitytoday!
greatest women of Tanach like Sarah, Rachel, g

Tamar and Esther as well as the lives of those e L
less well known like Avrohom’s mother Amoslai ¢

Bat Karnovo and David’s mother, Nitzevet Bat :
Adiel. Each shiur also introduces you to a e =
contemporary great Jewish women.

Sunday mornings 10:00am,
Wolfson Towers, Shaarei Chesed

STEPHEN EPSTEIN
Licensed Realtor
+972 58-783-7436

+1(914)-351-1245
www.stephen-epstein.com

Rabbi YY Rubinstein is a global lecturer, columnist and
author of 14 books. He spent seven years in Gateshead
Yeshiva, plus three in Kollel and has taught in Yeshivas and
Seminaries for over 40 years.

For more information Call Elisa 055 336 4073

ZHUBRAK

ACCOUNTING
B COMSULTING

we're hiring: est
BOOKKEEPER

ZAC Finaneials, a growing CPA firm, is locking for a Bookkeeper to join our team!

You'll do: We want: We offer:
* Manage books & reports * Bockkeeping experience » Flexible schedule
* Reconcile accounts s QuickBooks/Xero skills s Collaborative team
¢ Use QuickBooks » Detail-oriented + Growth opportunities
¢ Work with clients & team + Available evenings (US hours)  « Compstitive hourly pay

Location: In-office (Mcdi'in or Beit Shemesh) with possibilty for remate in the future

Type: Full Time

SEANe ZACFINANCIALS.COM | WWW.ZACFINANCIALS.COM
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

Dedicated by
Barbara Albek

Special Stars

Parashat Lech Lecha is filled with many of
Hashem’s promises to Avraham Avinu and his
future descendants. “Vayoztai oto hachutzah
vayomer habet na hashamayimah w’sfor hako-
chavim im tuchal le’spor otam vayomer lo ko
yihiyeh zar’acha — And He took him outside,
and [Hashem] said, “Gaze, now, toward the
Heavens and count the stars, if you are able to
count them.” And [Hashem] said to him, “So
shall your offspring be!” (Bereisheet 15:5-6)
With the most beautiful imagery, Hashem
promises Avraham Avinu that his children
will be numerous as the stars in heaven.
Just as one can’t count the stars, the Jewish
people will be too many to count. What is the
significance of comparing the Jewish people
to the stars?

Rabbeinu B’chaye explains that there are

Frustrated that you can't get into shape?
Don't have the time or motivation to go to the gym?

Personal training
is for you!

b 5

Work out
in the comfort Senior recti
of your home fitness rehabilitation

/ ‘\ ‘\A

Certified Personal Trainer

() 054-471-8420

Diastasis
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many different kinds of stars, each one is a
different size and possesses a unique power.
Likewise, within the Jewish people there is
great diversity, and various levels of service
of Hashem. Judaism does not have a “one
size fits all” approach.

Rav Simcha Wasserman zt”l explains that
although the Jewish people can be viewed
as one unit serving Hashem, and there is an
aspect of community in our avodat Hashem,
each person is beloved to Hashem for his
individual service and is not eclipsed by the
whole. Just as each star has a name, each Jew
is special to Hashem and is treated as “an only
child.” When we contemplate this message,
we can each feel our personal importance
and realize how unique and intimate our
relationship with Hashem is.

We find a fascinating insight into this
extraordinary illustration offered by Rav
Leib Bakst zt”l. The Midrash teaches us that
the stars were created as a consolation, to
appease the moon who’s light was dimin-
ished. Thus, the stars are particularly beloved
by Hashem, as they were created to uplift
and relieve the distress of another entity.
Hashem’s comparison of Avraham Avinu’s
descendants to the stars not only equates
their quantity, but it also expresses the reason
for Hashem’s intense love of His people. That
is, Hashem created the Jewish people to bring
goodness, kindness and light to the world.

Rav Chaim Volozhin zt”l would frequently
remind his son that a Jew’s purpose in this
world is to help another. Rav Avraham Schorr
teaches that this is one of the reasons that a



person’s heart is situated on the left side of
his body, although classically it is the right
side that symbolizes strength. When facing
one another each person’s left side mirrors
his friend’s right side. One’s heart was cre-
ated to feel another’s pain and joy and to fill
another’s need. The mandate of each Jew is
to look around and see whom we can help,
who’s day we can brighten with a smile
or a compliment. We can wish each other
“good morning” or “have a good day” with
the intention of sharing a heartfelt brachah.
These are all ways we can become the ‘stars’
that Hashem envisioned in His promise to
Avraham Avinu. B
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KADAT V’KADIN
A

THE CHAGIM ARE OVER,

NO MORE EXCUSES!

Write Your Halachic Will Today

halachicwill.com

Rav Menachem Copperman
-y

L

Certified Dayan & Expert b
in Jewish Law )

0544-731052
info@kadatvkadin.com

AN 4

Wills * Probate * Pre & Post-Nuptial Agreements
Guardianship * Durable Power of Attorney
(Financial/Health/Personal Decisions)

HALACHIC ESTATE PLANNING
TIRTZA JOTKOWITZ, ESQ.

tirtzaj@gmail.com * 052-509-3356 * 02-625-6475
(845) 425-8871 * (845) 694-7645

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

LET YOUR JOURNEY
HOME BEGIN WITH US

FEATURED OPPORTUNITIES IN
ANGLO NEIGHBORHOODS

JERUSALEM
German Colony

3 Bedrooms

2 Bathrooms
Sukkah

Parking & Storage
New building

W7.95M / $2.42M

JERUSALEM
Presale

Rehavia

Over 200 SQM
Prime location
Great community
5 Apartments

Price on Request

3 W:\"\Y

Presale

Luxury building
2, 3 & 4 Bedrooms
available

Sea views

Starting price:
W4.5M / $1.37M

NETANYA
Duplex

5 Bedrooms

3 Full bathrooms
Ocean view

Gym & Pool
Parking

W8.6M / $2.62M

CARMEI GAT
Presale

Great investment
2,3,4 &5 Bedrooms
Fastest growing
anglo community!

Starting price:
W2.3M / $700K

RA'ANANA

* New Project

4 Bedrooms
Wrap around
garden

Only 4 left!

Starting price:
W5.8M / $1.77M

For many more opportunities
across Israel, please don’t
hesitate to get in touch.

3 1972-54-441-5704
‘| KimBashRealEstate.com g =) g3
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With offices in Jerusalem and
Ramat Gan, aur firm has
gained exparience in many
Tama 38 and Pinui Binui
projects. In Jerusalem alone,
aur office is involved in
projects in 41 Herzog St, 54-
58 Azza St, 36 Alfasi St, 41
Kakal St 3 Osishkin St. 21
HaRav Berlin 5t. 12 Mehalkei
HaMayirn 5t. and many mare.

S
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Owr firm specializes in all
aspects of residential and
commercial real estate in
Israel as well as Israeli
property tax. We also
specialize in wills, trusts
and estates and advise
clients with asset
planning and the transfer
of wealth.

Don't wait till the end of the
year when premiums will rise

Get details now on Pr
Cover for Critical

normanz{@shaham.co.il
054-4258671
Norman Zysblat
censed insurance Professional

NCERTAIN OF
H.IHI]LE THAT NEW
IHHEFIITRNEE?
AARON FROLICH, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER

aaroni@greenpeakadvisors.com | www.greenpeakadvisors.com
& onEEn peak Apvisons M2
g Wn b o] i by CFP
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ﬂ'E ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
= ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM

GERMAN COLONY
Beautiful & spacious 4-room garden

apartment, 119 sqm, new building, fully
accessible, surrounding garden & courtyard,

perfect location: near quality schools &

synagogues, shops & cafes, museums -
theaters & cinemas, community & cultural

centers. Exclusive! Matan 055-4549479

GIVAT MASSUAH

Beautiful 5.5-room apt., 130 sqm, large
Sukkah balcony with a lovely view, plus a
charming small garden, private entrance,
quiet, peaceful street, nice building, large
secure room (mamad) & storage, 2 parking

spots. Option for a rental unit, studio,
office, or clinic. Close to top-rated schools,
public transportation, parks, nature trails,

Malha Mall, Teddy, Hadassah, Begin
Highway Exclusive! Galit 055-4549464

IN OLD KATAMON
Areal Gem! A beautiful - 2.5 room
apartment, small historical building, high
ceilings & arched windows, comfortable
floor, elevator, A/C, private parking &
storage, near shops & cafes on Emek
Refaim, synagogues, theaters & muse-
ums. Only 2,5 000,0NIS City Exclusive!
Michal 055-4559591 Matan 055-4549479

A UNIQUE PENTHOUSE IN THE HEART
OF TALBIYA (HOVEVEI ZION)!
103sgm + beautiful huge open terrace,
views, character, high ceilings, arched
windows, 2 en-suite bedrooms, elevator,
private parking, near synagogues,
Yemin Moshe, Old City & Kotel. Exclusive!
Galila 055-4549431

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511
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PN\ BADERECH

o ; RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

An anecdote: Professor Eli Weisel, zy’a, was
once ‘speaking in learning’ with one of his
teachers, the brilliant Professor, Rabbi Saul
Lieberman, discussing who they considered
to be the most tragic figure in the Torah. Weisel
suggested it was Adam HaRishon, who was the
‘only man’, the lonely man who experienced
the pain of the first failure, tasted the bitterness
of the first exile and shouldered the guilt of the
Cheit for eternity. Lieberman disagreed: “I think
it is God Himself, who looks toward the world
that He created and says, ‘T have given you such
a beautiful world; what have you done with it?
What are you doing with it?”

And another: When Reb Shlomo Freifeld zt’l
would hear of people getting caught up in pet-
tiness he would often remark, “Aza a lichtigeh
velt... It’s such a glorious world! Why do they
seek to make it small and narrow?”

DTYWD MR PHRYIN WX NI VIR TN

Doctor

FAMILY DOCTOR WITH
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

YOUR VISIT, YOUR LANGUAGE
ENGLISH » HEBREW « FRENCH

cLiNic APPOINTMENTS [l
FROM 300 EX VAT

Call Now

© 02-3721158

[0) 216 Jaffa Street
Jerualem

@ www.jdocisrael.co.il

Your Health, Our Priority
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“And He said to him: ‘T am Hashem who took
you out of Ur Kasdim...”” (Bereishis, 15:7).

Rabbi Yitzchak said: This can be compared
to a man who was traveling from place to place
and saw a birah dolekes (a palace that was ‘it
up’, or ‘burning’). He said: ‘Could it be that this
palace has no owner?’ The owner of the palace
looked out at him and said: ‘T am the master of
the palace.” So too, since Avraham Avinu said:
‘Could it be that this world has no master?’
Hashem looked out at him and said: ‘T am the
Master of the world.’ (Bereishis Rabbah, 39:1)

The midrash is often understood as the
moment Avraham ‘discovers’ Hashem; he
looks curiously at the world, reflects deeply,
and realizes that there must be a Borei Olam,
a Creator and Sustainer behind it all. Further-
more, Avraham Avinu’s encounter seems to
be an insight about the state of the world and
of our own state as well. Most commentaries
understand and translate dolekes as ‘ablaze’.
The birah dolekes is a ‘burning tower’; the world
is on fire, in a desperate state of destruction and
chaos. Avraham asked: ‘Still, how can such a
world even exist without someone in charge?
The Ribbono Shel Olam looked out of a window
(so to speak), smiled at Avraham and calmly
answered: “T am the Master.” This affirms that
despite the dire suffering, violence and disorder
of this world, it — and we — are not alone. The
Divine Presence, the Source of Peace, is right
here, unharmed, even amid fearful flames.



The phrase birah dolekes can also mean
an illuminated palace. This is a metaphor for
a beautiful, orderly, sacred world, lit up with
candles, that clearly points to its Designer. In this
version of the story, Avraham sees the world as
filled with bright harmony and balance, and due
to this he realizes that there is obviously a Cre-
ator and Owner of such a magnificent construct.

These two interpretations are two paths,
perspectives and possibilities. We can find
God at the root of everything when we see our
surroundings as burning with existential and
philosophical crises, pettiness, narrowness and
neglect. We can also find God when we see our
surroundings as glowing with sacred, serene
light, such as after the candles of Shabbos have
been lit and a delightful peace envelops and
suffuses our hearts and the world.

At the birah dolekes, Avraham Avinu encoun-
ters this dialectic, experiencing the deep par-
adoxes of this world. There is suffering and
there is great beauty; there is awful cruelty
and also awesome kindness. He refused to look
away from these incongruities. He demands
an answer, and Hashem reveals Himself: ‘T am
the Master of paradoxes!”

Avraham Avinu’s courage is not only in
discovering Hashem in a world aflame, but
in teaching us how to respond to the flames
around us. ‘My children, if you see a world
filled with brokenness, ablaze with painful,
unanswerable questions — do not look away.
You will find our Omnipresent Master, who has
taken us out and redeemed us from Ur Kasdim.’

Ur can be interpreted to mean ‘Fiery Fur-
nace’ (Targum Yonasan). It is in fact, according
to the Midrash, the city where Nimrod threw
Avraham into a fiery furnace, and where our
forefather sat, unharmed, in a state of calm
self-mastery and uncompromising emunah in
the Divine Presence (Rashi, 11:28).

When our emunah grows to the point that
we can see the spark of the Ribbono shel Olam
within the flames of this world, we can, like
Avraham Avinu, begin to empower the world
itself to cry out: “There is a Master of this palace!”
Our own ‘discovery’ of the Owner of this world
becomes a charge to appreciate, amplify and
ennoble the beauty and light that surrounds
us. We live life to the fullest, to experience the
lichtigkeit in all that Hashem has created.

May our children inherit a lichtigeh velt, a
sublime palace of harmony, beauty, peace and
redemption, with the continuing unfolding of
geulah and the undeniable revelation of Hash-
em’s Presence. May we continue to experience
the triumphant return of Klal Yisrael to Eretz
HaKodesh — as Hashem promised to Avraham,
“I am Hashem who took you out of Ur Kasdim...
to give you this Land, to take possession of it,”
Amen.

BRIGA BLUE-BAY, Netanya

First line to the sea, Amazing Mini-Penthouse, with
high ceiling, 3 suites and Mamad, 190 sqm,

2 balconies, high end carpentry. Must See!

S, i
BRIGA TOWERS, Ir-Yamim
A South-West apartment on the 14th floor of the
most luxurious building in Ir-Yamim. 165 sqm and

30 balcony, 2 storages 2 parking
[ r

-

Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320996
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i Ohr Torah Stone trained each of us to
serve young Jews who are spiritually
hungry and intellectually curious.

We're here to listen, teach, and lead —
with Torah at the center. 7’

— Rabbi Matthew Nitzanim, musmach, Joseph and Gwendolyn
Straus Rabbinical Seminary; Rebbetzin Yael Nitzanim, graduate,
Susi Bradfield Women's Institute of Halakhic Leadership (WIHL);
OU-JLIC Co-Directors, Rutgers University

One Light. 2.
Many Faces.

Powered by 32 programs and institutions worldwide, Ohr Torah Stone shines the
singular light of Torah onto countless lives —responding to contemporary challenges
and opportunities through education, advocacy, outreach, and leadership.

6 0@ o ots.org.il
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Redemption
Carved
in History

Avraham is summoned to the Promised
Land to establish a nation that would embody
the presence of Hashem in this world. In a
legendary act of courage, he abandons his
homeland, family, and culture to step into
the great unknown. Guided only by faith and
divine command, he journeys toward the Land
chosen by Hashem for His people—the future
descendants of Avraham.

TRIALS IN THE PROMISED LAND

When Avraham arrives, he discovers that the
Promised Land is anything but a fairy-tale par-
adise. A severe famine grips the Land, forcing
him to flee to Egypt in search of sustenance.
The Land of Hashem, assumed to be a fertile
wellspring of blessing for all nations, seems
barren and unyielding. Avraham must leave
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the sacred soil of Israel to sustain his family in
a foreign empire.

Beyond the famine, Avraham faces a more
personal and painful crisis. He had envisioned a
radiant future—countless children who would
help him spread his revolutionary vision of
faith. Yet upon entering the Land, he is quickly
drawn into conflict with his nephew Lot. The
rift ends with Lot’s departure, severing Avra-
ham’s only remaining familial bond. Childless
and alone, he watches his future and his legacy
drift into uncertainty.

Avraham entered the Land of Hashem with
soaring hope, but his early experiences shat-
tered any illusion of ease. He faced famine,
family strife, and haunting uncertainty about
his future. The promised Land, though sacred,
would demand struggle before it would yield
blessing.

Amid all these trials, Avraham confronts a
more subtle challenge, one no less bewilder-
ing. A regional war erupts between four kings
and five, and for twenty-five years the Land of
Israel is convulsed by widespread conflict. The
turmoil touches him directly when his nephew
Lot is taken captive, compelling him to rally
his followers. He wages battle to rescue his
wayward relative.

LOYALTY AND PEACEMAKING

On the surface, this episode reveals the depth
of Avraham’s character. Lot had left abruptly,
unwilling to resolve their dispute, and had
chosen to dwell among the sinful cities of
Sedom and Amorah. Yet Avraham bears no
resentment, no thirst for vindication. When
his nephew is in danger, he responds not



with judgment but with devotion. Avraham’s
willingness to endanger himself for a wayward
relative testifies to his loyalty and compassion.

Additionally, this story marks the beginning
of Avraham’s influence upon his surroundings.
By entering the war and triumphing over the
powerful alliance of the four kings, he brings an
end to the prolonged conflict that had ravaged
the region. For a quarter century, the Land of
Israel had been drenched in blood and torn
by violence. Avraham’s victory restores peace
and stability to a land weary of war. In doing
50, he takes the first step in fulfilling his divine
mission—to become a source of blessing for
humanity.

MAPPING THE CONFLICT

Yet the story of this world war cannot be
about loyalty or peacemaking alone. The Torah
includes far too many details for that to be its
sole purpose. It lists the names of the four kings
and the five kings twice, carefully noting the
empires each ruled. The Torah also identifies
several battlefields, such as the Valley of Siddim,
and mentions the mud pits that trapped the
fleeing armies of Sodom.

Beyond the central conflict, the Torah
recounts secondary campaigns waged by
Kedarlaomer and his allies: their defeat of
the Refa’im in Ashterot Karnaim, the Zuzim
in Ham, the Eimim in Shaveh Kiryatayim,
and the Chori in the hills of Seir, bordering
the wilderness of Paran. The narrative even
describes how they ravaged the fields of Amalek
and struck the Emori in Chatzatzon Tamar.

Why does the Torah linger on these battles and
far-flung campaigns—wars that barely touch
Avraham and his family? Why detail every bat-
tlefield, every defeated people, every peripheral
conflict? By naming the warring powers twice,
describing the geography, and chronicling each
battle, the Torah conveys a deeper message.

PROPHECY, POLITICS, AND WAR

The Land of Israel—the Land of Hashem—is
the Land of divine prophecy. It is a supernat-
ural Land, promised to Avraham through the
eternal word of Hashem. Such a sacred Land
naturally comes with trials and challenges.
Even Avraham Avinu cannot claim it easily;
he must endure famine and domestic tension
before establishing his place within it.

Yet Avraham assumes that life in the Land,
though difficult, will remain untouched by the
shifting forces of politics and history. After all,
this is the Land promised directly by Hashem—a
land beyond time, beyond geography. Beyond
the reach of human struggle, it remains sacred.

But the Land he discovers is far from
untouched. Powerful empires clash over the soil
Hashem promised him. Great kings wage war
and impose their will upon this sacred ground.
The destiny of the Land seems shaped not by
divine promise but by the ruthless currents
of geopolitics. While these wars rage and the
lands change hands, Avraham himself remains
a guest, dwelling among his three allies—Aner,
Eshkol, and Mamre—without ownership or
control.

Amid these turbulent political crosswinds, it
was natural to wonder how divine prophecy
could possibly unfold. Could this truly be the
Land of Hashem, molded by destiny and divine
intent? The fate of Israel appeared to hinge
upon the designs of powerful human forces
rather than the subtle guidance of divine will.

THE ENCOUNTER AT SHALEM

Furthermore, the encounter with Malki

Tzedek—a priest-king—could have deepened

Dr Muriel Metzger MD, MSc¢
Endocrinologist-Diabetologist
Emek Refaim 64, Jerusalem, 077-5560562
Nahal Tzeelim 6, Ramat Beit Shemesh, 02-9701100
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Avraham’s confusion. He journeyed to a sacred
city—destined to become Yerushalayim—where
a community devoted to moral refinement had
already taken root in a place called Shalem, a
name that evokes wholeness and perfection.
It is one thing to face pagan idolaters and
barbaric tribes, whose eventual replacement by
a moral, monotheistic nation seems assured. It
is quite another to encounter a righteous man
already exerting spiritual leadership in the very
Land Avraham was meant to transform.
Now the Land he had been promised
appeared dominated by immense forces beyond
his control. Mighty kings ruled the territories,
and centers of religion had long been estab-
lished. The sacred promise seemed enmeshed
in human politics—could it ever be fulfilled?
Surviving famine or navigating domestic
strife is one kind of test; sustaining faith in a
prophetic vision amid vast political powers and
the relentless march of history is quite another.
Avraham’s struggle was not merely physical or
familial—it was spiritual: to hold fast to divine
promise amid the clamor of human chaos.
To ease these doubts, Hashem, in the Brit
Bein HaBetarim, reassured Avraham that this
Land—though enmeshed in the struggles of
men—would one day belong to his children.
To underscore this, Hashem enumerates the
ten peoples inhabiting the Land and details
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the territories Avraham’s descendants would
one day inherit. Earlier promises spoke of “this
Land” in general terms; now He specifies the
current occupants, emphasizing that even amid
entrenched human forces, the divine promise
would endure. Avraham learned that the work-
ings of human politics can conceal the guiding
hand of Hashem. He was shown to look beyond
immediate conflicts and perceive Hashem’s
sovereign authorship at work.
WOVEN THROUGH HISTORY

Like Avraham’s journey, the story of our
return to Israel has been shaped by powerful
political forces. Our settlement and the found-
ing of the State faced relentless opposition. Even
when support was offered, it often seemed
dictated more by history and geopolitics than
by divine providence.

British support for the state of Israel in the
post-WWI world, for instance, was shaped by
competing interests with France, which held
mandates over Syria and Lebanon. By back-
ing a Jewish homeland, Britain could create a
friendly population in Palestine and counter-
balance French influence.

Similarly, American support for Israel at
the end of the 20th century reflected Cold War
calculations. As the USSR increasingly aligned
with our Arab adversaries, the United States
saw strong support for the nascent Jewish state
as a way to counter growing Soviet influence
in the Middle East.

In this way, the formation of the State of
Israel, while miraculous, was deeply entangled
with political and strategic currents.

More recently, we have witnessed the return

SLHH"'—QL‘:JIL.J*—:\J WITH LUST
Tnat -i'iit' o ) CRaVIiors)yo L.ﬂtﬁ‘:w 1O £
You are not alone!

We have been there and today we are free
072-2401190

sanewsenglishagmail.com =
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of our hostages in efforts to end the current war
in Gaza. This ceasefire arrangement emerged
from a convergence of interests among sev-
eral power brokers in the Middle East. Turkey
sought access to American arms sales; Saudi
Arabia pursued security guarantees; and Egypt
aimed to secure continued financial assistance
from the United States.

As in the days of Avraham, our challenge is to
perceive the hand of Hashem behind the screen
of politics. The return of the Jewish people to
the Land of Israel is not merely a historical
event—it is the unfolding of redemption.

Hashem guides this process subtly, through
the mechanisms of history and the intricate
calculus of world affairs. What appears to be
the product of political negotiation or strategic
alignment is, in truth, the hidden choreography
of divine providence. Behind headlines and
beneath diplomacy, Hashem continues to steer

our destiny toward redemption. Behind every
clash and calculation, beneath every layer of
politics and power, the divine plan unfolds with
silent certainty. m

H OU Press is honored to partner
Ay st with Rabbi Moshe Taragin on his
new volume in Hebrew regarding
the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch
Hahastara). This remarkable book is
also available in English, “Dark Clouds

Above, Faith Below”
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OU Israel Invites the Community

to a Special Evening of Torah

In memory & tribute for
Reb Yosef Hillel Brachfeld z”1
on the occasion of his first Yahrzeit

SUNDAY, NOV.9,7:30 PM
Bet Knesset HaNasi, 24 Ussishkin Street, Rechavia

+Remarks & Personal Reflections Rabbi Sam Shor
+ Shiur: “Reciting Tal Umatar for Travelers Between Israel and the
Diaspora - From 7 Cheshvan to Dec. 4” Rabbi Aschi Dick

Refreshments will be served

TN

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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THIS WEEK'S INSPIRATIONAL TORAH LEARNING

Men's Safrut (The Bais) The Bais (for Men) - Semichat
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner Chaver Program Rav Elyada
7 Hartum Street. 2nd Floor Goldwicht@ Bet Knesset

[Resumes Nov. 16] Ohel Yitzchak
Keren Hayesad St.

OU Israel | Women's Division
2 Radak St., Rechavia
*The schedule is subject to change
Subscribe to our OU Israel 6:00-10:00PM
Whatsapp Community for all ATID Midrasha
information related to OU Israel (women in their 20's)
classes and programs, including
last minute schedule changes 7:00-9:00PM

and updates, by scanning Dorot Choir Session with
the QR Code above. Hadassah Jacob

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS
ARE FOR MEN ONLY 8:00-9:30PM

NextGen Shabbbat Project
u r@ Event

#THEOUISRAEL




WITH OU ISRAEL ,m.

0U Israel is supported by the Jewish
Federation of Broward County w Fedemi‘lon

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila Pshat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:15 AM 12:20 PM

Rambam: Letters and Unpacking the Messages
Introductions of Chazal

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS \WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin 5t. Rechavia

9:15AM

Torah Tapestries
Parsha Shiur
Mrs. Shira Smiles

10:15AM
Living with
Emunah

Mrs. Raquel
Kirszenbaum

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men's Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi lan Shaffer
Weekly Kollel Boker-Instructors include Rabbi Aschi Dick
Rabbi David Fine Rabbi Avi Herzog

1:00PM- NEW/!!!
Modiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick - Masamerica Offices,
28 Dam HaMacabbiim St, 3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

VEDNESDAY
~NOV5

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA
@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

92:15AM

Understanding the Akeidah
Rabbi Joel Kenigsberg
[Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler will
resume Nov. 12]

10:20 AM

Contemporary Issues in Halacha
and Hashkafa
Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:25 AM
Mussar and Self Improvement:
A study of Rav Kook's sefer

‘Midot HaRaya’
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

12:30PM

Jews in the Middle Ages:
External Threats and Internal
Development

Dr. Deborah Polster

HURSDAY
~ NOV6
COMMUNITY BEIT

MIDRASH IN ARNONA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon,
11 Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

9:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM
Parashat Hashavua Rabbi Baruch
Taub

11:20AM
Trailblazing the Text of TaNach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

12:20 PM
Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor

8:00 PM

Halachic Controversies. (the Bais)
Rabbi Aschi Dick @ Bet Knesset
Ohel Yitzchak, Keren Hayesod St.

8:30 PM

The Bais- Men's Chabura
in partnership with Kehilat
Hashiveinu

Rabbi Noam Kenigsberg
RAMOT




WRITE A MEGILA

A Course in Practical Safrut - Writing & Halacha forMen 5w
Course Founder and Supervisor Rabbi Tzvi Mauner, Safrut Director, OU Israel

18 Weekly Sessions Now in 3 Locations:

YERUSHALAYIM BET SHEMESH MODVI'IN

OU Israel Headquarters: | Yeshivat Reishit: Hesder Yeshiva Meir Harel:
+7 Hartum 5t., 2 nd Floor +Rechov Rashi 21 + Emek Bet Shean 53
+5un. 7:30-9:30 pm +Tues. 8:30 - 10:30 pm +Tues.7:30 - 9:30 pm
+Rabbi Tzvi Mauner +Rabbi Elie Levi +Rabbi Phil Schajer

+1st class: Sun. Nov. 16 +1st class: Tues. Nov. 18 | 41¢t class: Tues. Nov. 11

PRICE: 850 NIS / Includes Starter Writing Supply Kit
In Memory of HaRav Aharon Ziegler z”| @

E «:‘-;_

For more Information: contact Rabbi Tzvi Mauner at MaunerSofer@gmaﬂ .com

e NEXTGEN L
“““““ SHABBAT PROJECT e \

Shiur & Glass Etching Workshop

MONDAY, NOV 3 - 8:00 PM 5 g

GLASS ETCHING CANDLE HOLDERS
+

FROM NOVA TO SHABBAT
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lora
Tidbils

It's Not Shabbat without

TORAH
TIDBITS

Make 5786 a year of Torah,
by supporting Torah Tidbits,
YOU can bring Torah to tens
of thousands in Israel and
around the world.

4 WAYS
TO DONATE:

1. WEBSITE:
r i

https://upreaching.com/
ouisrael/TTCampaign25

OU Israel
7 Hartum St.
Yerushalayim, 9101302

4. PHONE:
Ita Rochel: 02-560-9125



TOSPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT
Josh Churney 054-281-4604 or donate online:
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

WED. 0CT.29- RABBI ADLER'S SHIUR

Sponsored by his shiur attendees to commemorate the
hloshim of Rabbi Adler's late brother, Rabbi Yosef Adler zt'

RABBI BREITOWITZ'S TUE. SHIUR

Dedicated anonymously for the refuah shleima of
Oksana bat Bluma and Evelina bat Galina

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN TUE. SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families in memory of
Mel & Sylvia David z"|
7T ,N{720 NA'VI XN DNNAX 2 7TIN DNID
7T, 7T'N AINEAY7 ANIX N2 DN DAY

RABBIADLER’S WED. SHIUR

Sponsored for the 2025 academic year by the Frist family
in memory of their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist z’l-'71 p'71 na xn'o vaw'yx

RABBI MANNING'S WED. SHIUR

Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 1'7'v'7
7T D77 2 2711 2"V AT N2 nnNa

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S WED. SHIUR

Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 177
7"TAn7W Q210 DWI A"V DNNAN NI DN

RABBITAUB'S WEEKLY THUR.
PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR

Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

RABBI ARI KAHN'S SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year by

Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter for the refuah shleimah
of their granddaughter Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

Vy SHABB /1y N J 7}

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15-4pm
Wednesdays 12-3pm
no experience needed

The only mobility scooter

without Gramma!
SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar"
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism
that operates according to the
"Existing Current Modulation" principle.
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed
and does not require expensive fitting.

Ready to go in 10 seconds.
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-9562833

For more information, visit our website at:
movinglife.co.il/torah24

movinglife’

life changing solutions
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

SHMIDMAN

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA  uix _——

A Jormerid

INITIATIVE

Broken Swords
and Unbroken Faith

YESHAYAHU 40:27-41:16

Our haftarah describes a moment of global
unease. The nations look out at the world and
sense that something is shifting — that Hashem
is emerging in history in a way that threatens
their control. In response, they rally together:
UIN PINY PN MR YRR MY NYTNIN WX
98N, Each man helps his fellow, saying to
his fellow, “Take courage”...The craftsman
strengthens the smith. The Malbim explains
that this is not a scene of idol-making, but of
frantic weapon-making. When the nations
feel Hashem’s presence drawing nearer, they
rush to prepare for battle. They craft swords
and spears with such urgency that even bro-
ken weapons patched together with nails are
considered “good enough.” Their confidence is
shaky, yet their fear pushes them into action.

Here the Malbim offers a powerful insight:
when light rises, resistance rises with it. The

Miriam Leichman, M.A.
Music Therapist |

CBT & Creative Arts Approaches

Helping children, teens, and adults

navigate anxiety - emotional regulation -
confidence- relationships - trauma

@ Works in Geva Binyamin / Adam
or via Zoom
052-829-3337 miriam.leichman@gmail.com
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noise of the nations, their hurried alliances and
makeshift weapons, do not signal Hashem’s
absence — they signal His approach. The very
existence of opposition becomes proof that his-
tory is bending toward redemption. The uproar
is the shadow cast by advancing light.

This perspective reshapes how we view the
uncertainties of today. When hostility toward
Israel intensifies, when pressure mounts from
every direction, when we feel surrounded by
those who would undermine Jewish destiny,
it is tempting to think that darkness is gaining
strength. The Malbim teaches us to see the
opposite: the pushback itself is a sign that God’s
hand is moving events forward.

Our response, then, is not fear, but resolve.
The nations reinforce broken swords with nails;
we reinforce unwavering faith by strengthen-
ing one another. Their battle is fought out of
desperation; ours is grounded in purpose and
promise. Hashem declares, “I am the first, and
I am the last” — the One who began this story
and the One who will bring it to its fulfillment.

May we find courage in moments that feel
unstable, confidence in moments that feel
uncertain, and the wisdom to recognize that
the clamor around us is not the collapse of
hope, but its confirmation. Even as the world
arms itself with fear, we anchor ourselves in
the certainty that Hashem is guiding history
toward its ultimate redemption. |



HEAL WAR TRAUMA

FREE ZOOM WORKSHOP

Designed especially for English speakers
in Israel affected by the recent war
& by COVID-era stress

Lep By: LEAH LUNA FRANK
Licensed Psychologist,
Certified Kosher Energy Therapist &

ROCHEL ALBERT
Master Kosher Energy Therapist &
Creator of Kosher Energy Therapy#®

Sun Nov 2, 2025-10aM - 12pm DT

This hands-on session teaches
practical energy psychology tools to quickly
reduce trauma responses and triggers
(panic, warry, stress) from a cellular level.

REGISTER: (U)+1-786-280-1300
e rochel@moodtek.com

Sponsored by Moodtek.com offering a kosher,
rabbinically-approved healing system

GARDEN APARTMENTS

IN TAL MENASHE

i

|!r"‘-;

Very limited availability
— get full details

BenZimra =

REAL ESTATE

The best deals in Jerusalem

FOR SALE

OLD KATAMON
Nice 2.5 rooms, 50m, ground floor, good shape,
balcony, sunny, quiet, 2,700,000 NIS

RECHAVIA

Large 4.5 rooms, 120m, ground floor of a stylish
building, 2 balconies with a possible exit to garden,
for renovation with great potential, high ceilings,

3 directions, mamad, Exclusive, 5,600,000 NIS

GERMAN COLONY WITH GARDEN

Lovely 4 rooms, 90m, 5m garden, in an arab style
building, renovated, master bedroom, bright, quiet,
great location, 6,100,000 NIS

CHARMING CORNER IN GERMAN COLONY
WITH GARDEN - Great 5 rooms apt, 180m, 140m
private garden, in a modern building, large living
room, master bedroom, bright, quiet, storage room,
private parking. RARE!

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

Move-in Ready
by 2028

10 minutes
from Harish

LRI

Gil Strauss

gil@hzahav.co.il
0765996499

PRIVATE HOUSES
FOR $1 MLN
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Parshat Lech Lecha begins with the instruc-
tion to Avram to leave behind all that is familiar
to him and go to the Land that Hashem will
show him. The expression Lech Lecha- You shall
go, you- seems at first glance to be redundant.

Rashi, in a well known comment explains
this seeming redundancy- lech lecha- you shall
go for yourself- lehanatcha u’letovatcha -for your
own satisfaction and good. It is there that you
will become a great nation, here you will not
merit to have children, and only there will your
true nature become revealed in the world.

In explaining Rashi’s words, the Tiferet
Shlomo, the Rebbe of Radomsk zy’a posits:
Seemingly Avraham already had wealth and
material success, so what exactly is Rashi point-
ing out for us? What does it mean that he must
leave behind all that is familiar to him in order
to go to the Land, which will ultimately be for
his own benefit and good?

The Rebbe explains that even beyond having
his own biological children which he will merit
only upon entering Eretz Yisrael, Avraham
Avinu’s nature and essence is to do chesed, to

Arthur Samuels, DPM

~ T

] PODIATRIST

Over 30 years experience

Licensed in Israel
& America

053-427-6363
' ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com

CINEMA CITY MALL, JERUSALEM
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show compassion and consideration for oth-
ers. In his own birthplace, surrounded by the
culture of avoda zara, his ability to spread his
legacy of kindness and love, would be limited
by the push back of the idolatrous ways of those
around him. However, upon entering the Land
of Israel, his legacy of kindness, and ability to
connect with and transform others would begin
to blossom and spread.

Similarly, the Lubavitcher Rebbe zy’a, lecha
means “to yourself.” Avraham was setting out
on a path of self-discovery. The purpose of
his journey to Eretz Yisrael, was intended to
enable him to understand his own identity and
express his positive qualities in his surrounding
environment.

Our Chazal taught us, “ Maaseh Avot, Siman
L’Banim- the deeds of our forefathers are a sign
for their children.” Avraham was a singular
individual, who sought to share the belief in
Hashem with the entire world.

Similarly, each one of us plays our own indi-
vidual role in improving the world. The Baal
Shem Tov HaKadosh zy’a taught that Hashem
loves every Jew with the love parents lavish on
an only child born to them in their old age. Just
as He nurtured Avraham on a journey to his
true self, so, too, with loving patience, Hashem
enables each of us to travel our own unique
journey to achieve our divinely ordained life’s
mission and trajectory. May each of us merit
to appreciate the opportunities that our indi-
vidual journeys present to achieve, and to play
our individual part in bringing harmony and
spiritual clarity to the entire world. m



LIFE SETTLEMENTS

Do you have a life insurance policy you:
« No longer want?
« No longer need?
« Can no longer afford the premium?
« Could you use extra money
instead of keeping your policy?
1 can guarantee that if you qualify with the

underwriting process I can get you more money
than if you cash it in with the company.

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com

Pinchus Klahr, MD
Rheumatology

US Board Certified / Misrad HaBriut recognized specialist
in all Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain
Conscientious “American style” Care
Convenicntly located at
Refa Na Medical Center. Givar Shanl, Jemsaleim

052-713-2224
Laru Hesehcomermies. 02-970-1100

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM
FOLDING CHAIRS

« STYLE & COMFORT m

« MANY COLORS & DESIGNS 1433

« STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS ™**

« FAST DELIVERY _
/

€ OLDEES

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181

FO R 3 Rooms | 71sqm | Ist floor out of 3
Sunny apartment with new kitchen, storage, parking.
SA LE Quiet areq, perfect for families, wheelchair accessible.

.- 00 0 q 00

A olid build, expansion potential, ready to mo
800,000

FOR 2rooms]| 45 sqm | 1st Floor

Charming 2-room, , 4 sgm balcony, AC, elevator,

SA LE quiet street, modern kitchen.

DR
00 00 q
A a oom apa ehavia nea aa d
ght, priva ovated ah balco
0,000

FOR 3 rooms | 80 sqm | Ground floor out of 3

Renovated apartment full of light. Spacious sukkah

SALE balcony, bars, , parking used as a storage
- ORD A A
OR 0
pacious garden apa ovated, parking
A ba a
000,000

FOR Private house |8 Units | 214 sqm | 3.5 levels
138 sgm private lot, ~30 sgm sukkah terrace, open
SAL E view to Sacher Park , 30,000 nis/month rental income.

UR ooms | approx. 160 sq
A pacious penthouse duplex, Large ah balco
parking & storag ght, renovated aintained
4,850,000
FOR 6 bedrooms | Garden with sukkah | Parking

Spacious semi-detached home with stunning views.
SA LE Large kitchen & living room | Option to expand basement,

N

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of Zayit, Efrat.
Spacious apartments, breathtaking views.

For a ~ 95 sgm apartment with parking and sukkah balcony.
> +9 87-8788

.l“i‘ O e (@ Od O e O
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GARDEN APARTMENTS |4/
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Gil Strauss

Explore
the project

o p—

2 MALMSTROM @

Woodwork

? . B
Nordic carpentry with excluSIves dll1mhlv dc@i s’:’%&ndcr&f%;

precision and passions i Jerisa £in and surrounding ared

W

=my,

Whal can [ build for you?
«'—l]ld lerraces.
High-guality
malerials.
Focus on the
details.
Free estimates.

If you have a project in mind, don't hesitate to contact
us, and together we will make your idea a reality

Yehoshua Malmstrom &) 053-3848126
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FOR SALE - In Moshava Yavne'el starting at 5,475,000 nis

» 10 minutes from the Kinneret
p Beautiful, fully furnished, fully
equipped private Villa

» 6 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, large
gardens, in-ground heated swimming
pool

p Perfect as a multi generational family
vacation home

p» Fabulous income potential when
you're not using it

» Move in condition - available
immediately

» Private Villas - 7 bedrooms, 6
bathrooms, large gardens

» In-ground heated swimming pool

» Perfect as a multi generational family
vacation home

» Fabulous income potential
» Estimated occupancy in 18 months

For more details, please contact:
Josh Adler 052-687-1133
builder1711@gmail.com

BECAUSE A
DRAWER 12

_A\

A WILL. AN ENVELOPE

OF CASH. YOUR
GRANDMOTHER’S RING.
IFIT'S
IT SHC

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

) 24/7 £\ International /7)), Personal
I security f\\ ~ standards Il service

PRIVATE VAULTS NOW AVAILABLE.
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, FIRST MONTH FREE FOR JULY-AUGUST CLIENTS.

Clal building, 5 Ext.2
97 yafo street, Jerusalem. v ickstone.co.il

THE LEAK
DETECTIVES

Water Leaks? Mold and Mildew?
Peeling or Bubbling Paint?

* Infrared thermal imaging inspections.

= Certified professional trained inspectors.
» Comprehensive reports.

* Inspections for Insurance claims.

* Pipe cameras, Tracer gas.

+ Acoustic testing, balloon tests and mare. Shauer
= Waterproofing, plumbing, roofing.
- Inspection before purchase.

Call today for a FREE

phane consultation

053-712-0322
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RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS

RAV, THE JERUSALEM S
BAKA, JERUSALEM

Ahavat Yisrael: Heartfelt

Love For Your Fellow Jew
(Midot Hara’aya, Ahava # 9)

LOVING YOUR FELLOW JEW

A well-known story is told about the founder
of the Mussar Movement, Rav Yisrael Salanter
when he was invited to be a guest at his dis-
ciple’s table for the Friday night seudah. The
student promised his master that everything
will be carried out with the greatest level of
exactitude to fulfill all the halachic require-
ments. Rav Yisrael made one strange condition
with his dear disciple. He asked to lead the
procedures of the meal. He agreed and Rav
Yisrael joined his family for Shabbat seudah.

However, something seemed somewhat
strange from the very outset. Rav Yisrael
requested to immediately make Kiddush and
skip over all of the Shabbat liturgy that pre-
ceded it. They then washed their hands and
immediately ate. Rav Yisrael appeared to eat
relatively quickly and immediately requested
the second course and then dessert. Under-
standably, the student was surprised - is this
the way the Shabbat meal is supposed to be?

Rav Yisrael then asked to have the house-
keeper come to the table. He asked forgiveness
for causing any inconvenience by rushing the
meal. She responded by thanking the Rabbi
and said that she wished it could be like that
every Shabbat. She explained that she was a
widow and desperately needed a livelihood,
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and therefore needed to work over Shabbat.
“On most Friday nights,” she said, “I come home
to my children and it is so late that they have
already gone to bed and we are unable to be
together on the night of Shabbat. But tonight,
finishing early, I will be able to eat with my
children.”

When the housekeeper left Rav Yisrael
turned to his student and said, “Now you
understand why I hurried the meal. The
greatest beautification of a mitzvah is when
a person beautifies the mitzvot bein adam
le’chavero. How careful must an individual
be not to burden his friend.” (“From the Desk
of Mordechai Malka,” Office of Rabbinate of
Elad, Parshat Vayeira)

A FOCUS OF THE MUSSAR MOVEMENT

When Rav Kook eulogized Rav Yisrael
Salanter, he made mention that one of the
unique contributions that Rav Yisrael made in
his teachings was reminding the Jewish world
that acts of kindness and sensitivity to others
require as much attention, and perhaps more,
than one’s exactness in mitzvot bein adam le’Ma-
kom (between man and God). (Mussar Avicha,
translation Rabbi Joshua Gerstein, p. 207).

Rav Kook followed in Rav Yisrael Salanter’s
footsteps, placing enormous emphasis on the
area of bein adam le’chaveiro (between a person



and his friend). Even when interacting with a
fellow Jew who may be corrupt and sinful, Rav
Kook advises that one perceive the potential and
see the sanctity embedded within each person:

“It is proper to hate a corrupt person only
for his defects, but insofar as he is endowed
with a divine image, it is in order to love him.
We must realize that the precious dimension
of his worth is a more authentic expression of
his nature than the lower characteristic that
developed in him through circumstance. It is
for this reason that the Talmud (Pesachim 49b)
limits the permission to attack an am ha-haretz
[a coarse person] to his back, like a fish, but not
toward his “front.” (Midot HaRa’aya Ahava #9).

Rav Kook argued that the goodness in a per-
son is the true reflection of their essence. A
pure soul is embedded in every Jew that needs
only to be revealed and refined. In this vein, he
quoted a cryptic statement about the correct
way to criticize a coarse individual - like cutting
open a fish. The back of a person is symbolic of
an exterior shell and the front symbolizes the
panim (face) or pe’nim (insides). Attempting to
extricate a person’s unseemly traits and actions
has its place, but only when one is cognizant
of the shining “face” and inner soul which is
found in every Jew.

The above talmudic teaching comes to life
in a beautiful episode involving one of Rav
Kook’s foremost disciples, Rav Aryeh Levin.
Rav Aryeh was famously known as the tzad-
dik of Yerushalyim. He lived in the quaint area
of Nachlaot, right behind the busy market of
Machane Yehudah. There was a young man who
grew up in the neighborhood whom Rav Aryeh
knew well, but he felt that the young man was
avoiding him, and he didn’t know why.

One day, they bumped into each other in
the narrow alleys of Nachlaot, and Rav Aryeh
confronted him and said, “I can’t help but feel

that you are avoiding me, tell me how you are?”

The young man sheepishly replied that it was
true, he was avoiding the great Rabbi as he had
grown up observant but had now chosen to
walk away from observant life altogether. He
said, “Rebbe, I was so embarrassed to meet you
since I have taken off my kippah and am no
longer observant.”

Rav Aryeh took the young man’s hand into
his own and said, “My dear Moshe. Don’t worry.
You know that I am a very short man. I can only
see what is in your heart, I cannot see what is
on your head.”

Reb Aryeh was teaching that we love others
more when we choose to see their Godly soul
and highlight their virtues over their faults.

BRURIAH’S LESSON TO RAV MEIR

A well-known talmudic passage tells the
story of the revered sage Rabbi Meir who had
violent neighbors who caused him tremendous
anguish. He was at his wits end from the tor-
ment, so he prayed to God that they should die.
(Berachot 10a)

His wife, Bruriah, a learned woman quoted
numerous times in the Talmud, overheard
his prayers and interjected. “Is the basis of
your prayers the verse in Psalms where King
David says, ‘Sinners will be destroyed from
the earth and the wicked will be no more’?”
(Psalms 104:35) she asked him. She suggested
that the verse does not need to be read to say
sinners will be destroyed, but the sins. Rather
than praying for the people who sinned to be
destroyed, pray to God that their wickedness
should disappear.

Rabbi Meir heard his wife’s wise words and
took heed, praying that the neighbors’ evil ways
should stop. God heard his prayers, and his
formerly violent neighbors repented.

Rav Kook’s teaching above (Midot Hara’aya
#9) echoes this lesson of Bruriah. The
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distinction between Rabbi Meir’s original
prayer and his subsequent one is profound. It
separates the person, who is -in essence - good,
from the temporary evil that he or she may be
engaging in at the moment.

Rav Kook’s world-view was influenced by the
thought of Chabad and the Baal HaTanya. It is
not difficult to trace this idea back to a passage
in the Tanya (Chapter 32) which
teaches that one is required to
love sinners, even while hating
the evil that is in them: “And both
the love and the hatred are truth-
ful emotions in this case, [since]
the hatred is on account of the
evil within them, while the love
is on account of the good hidden
within them, which is the Divine
spark within them that animates
their Divine soul. For this spark of Godliness is
present even in the most wicked of one’s fellow
Jews; it is merely hidden” (Tanya Chapter 32)

PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION

How does one sensitize themselves to be
compassionate and loving of others? Rav Kook
suggested that we learn a lesson from the Sages
who modeled how to argue in a way in which
one side does not attack the other. The Talmud
employs a unique term to describe the Sages
debating in the study hall: ba’alei trisin, which
literally translates as “masters of shields.” Rav
Kook explained that the Sages were careful
to shield or to defend their position without
diminishing the other side. Our tradition which
teaches that there are seventy facets to the
Torah (Bamidbar Rabbah, 13:16) emphasizes
that there must be an openness to appreciating
the worthiness of every side of the argument.
(Ain Aya, Berachot Vol. 1, p. 111)

A LESSON FROM HIS REBBE
As a young man Rav Kook studied at the
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The Netziv of Volozhin

Volozhin Yeshiva. He was a devoted and dear
student of the Netziv, Rav Naftali Zvi Yehuda
Berlin. In the context of learning to appreciate
the opinions of others, the Netziv, in his classic
work on the Torah, Ha’amek Davar, offers a
brilliant comment in regard to the episode of
Sarah urging Avraham to expel Yishmael from
the home. Avraham is troubled by this and God
speaks to Avraham saying that he
abides by the decision of his wife.
The verse says She’ma be’kola, lis-
ten to her voice (Bereshit 21:12).
The Netziv, commenting on that
verse, points out that it does not
say in the verse le’kola, to her
voice, but rather, be’kola, into
her voice. The Netziv explains
that God did not merely desire
Avraham to surrender to her
position. Rather, God was asking Avraham to
delve deeper into her perspective on the matter,
endeavor to appreciate her side of the argu-
ment, and only then concede to her position.
(Haamek Davar, Bereshit 21:12)

The Netziv is emphasizing the importance
of elucidating an opposing position, especially
when their stance is for the sake of the good. It
is of utmost importance that a relationship of
deep respect is maintained even in the midst

of a disagreement. m
5 [ Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org ata special price
s O Torah Tidbits readers.
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Men's event:

Benaya Barabi Avraham Fried | Motti Steinmetz

For years, Tzama has brought the depth of Chassidus to Israeli
audiences through niggunim. Now, we invite you to a first of its kind
evening for English speakers, as part of Tzama's Chassidus Week.

Monday | 18 Kislev | 8.12.25 | 8:30 PM




Struggling with Crohn's Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, Irritable Bowel Syndrome, or
Gastroparesis?

Did the holidays leave you stressed about what to eat... or how food would make you feel?
Are you tired of worrying every time you go out with family or friends?
It’s time to start the new year by taking control of your health.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

You've probably tried it all — diets, medications, supplements — and still den’t feel like
yourself.
It’s not your fault. ¥
When your brain gets stuck in fight-or-flight, your body stays in “survival mode,” keeping
symptoms active no matter how healthy you eat.
The good news? You can calm your brain’'s emergency response system — and finally help
your body heal.

My program will help you  Regain energy = Feelin control again
|1} Stop planning life around the bathroom
4" Reconnect with joy, travel, and relationships — without fear

| Start the new year feeling strong and hopeful,
A Watch my free webinar to see how: drmarciereiss.com/register
) ' Reach out to me at drmarciereiss@gmail.com

PREMIUM

MOVING & STORAGE

Al
MAXIsBOX Premiummoving.co.il 053-7272-815 Q JUN NI

Logistics & storage PREMIUM MOVING
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Madar Law Office

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation
Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice
Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909
Madar@netvision.net.il
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PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS

Flawless finishes
that add elegance

to any space. Wall —_
& Ceiling repairs
Smoothing,
Straightening,
and perfecting
every surface.
Spackling & Prep i
Work- Because @‘
the foundation

matters. DAVID KUSHNER

058-661-0728

We can rescue any wall or ceiling.
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—~CabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

Magnificent Arab-style house on three levels! Over 263
m? of registered space, and even more in reality. This
near-entire building boasts a private entrance, high
ceilings, a spacious wrap-around garden, and parking. In
excellent, move-in-ready condition, modern comfort in this
exiraordinary property. Contact for more information!

Excellent apartment in Rehavial 54 SQM, 2 beds, 1
bath, AC in every room, high ceilings, balcony. Well-kapt,
in a prime location! Contact for more info!

Amazing Deal! Rare family home, spacious 200 sqm, 55
sqm garden, 6 rooms (Large Saferoom), 3.5 bath. Private
enirance, Parking, opt. for guest unit, best location!

New On The Market! 75 SOM, 3 rooms, 2 bathrooms,
Newly Renovated, fully accessible, shabbat elevator,
slorage, and parking! Asking 3,200,000 NIS

Penthouse In The Sky! Gorgeous 200 SQM penthouse,
6 bedrooms, 3.6 bathrooms, 30 SQM succah balcony,
gorgeous views, parking, private elevator, and move-in
ready! New Price Contact for info

Hagilgal, Ma'ale Adumim
Free Standing House! 355 sgm. 10 rooms, 5 bath. Poal,
Jacuzzi, Sauna. Beautifully renovated and designed with
a massive succah terrace and a slunning view! Contact
for more infarmation!

Tirosh, Gefen, Efrat
Newly Listed! Amazing stand-alone house with a huge
wrap-around garden, 11 bedrooms, 8 baths, 372 SQM
built on an almost 600 SQM lot! Contact us for more info!

Zeit Shemen, Zayit, Efrat
New Price! Amazing apariment with large terrace, 3
bedrooms, 1.5 baths, large living space, storage, and
incredible mountain views! Asking: 2,240,000 NIS

| Yaniv +972.52.614.1442]

] i : I .
“Yaniv@gabairealestate.com =

Elia +972.52.862.9208

Eliagabai@gmail.com
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RAV DANIEL MANN

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
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I, an elderly kohen with weak legs
and poor balance, walk with a cane. I'walk up
to duchen with a cane, stand near a wall, and
lean during Birkat Kohanim (=BK). Is that valid?
Can you suggest a good plan of action?

Asking your question takes brav-
ery, as we understand that the prospect of
not being able to duchen would be a great
disappointment.

We will start with the strict requirements.
BK must be done standing (Shulchan Aruch,
Orach Chayim 128:14). The gemara (Sota 38a)
learns this from the Torah’s connecting of the
kohen’s beracha to his service in the Mikdash,
which must be done standing. Because standing

UNIQUE HOME IN CENTRAL ISRAEL

A Private House
in Beit Gamliel
(A Religious

Moshav)

* 4 Spacious Bdr.
*142 sgm
*503 sqm land area
* Large garden
* Aminute walk

to nearby shul

NIS 6,500,000
Oded - 054-254-1046

(No agents fee)
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is a full requirement, if one leans on some-
thing during BK, it is invalid (Mishna Berura
128:51). However, one may lean a little, aslong
as removing the thing he is leaning on would
not make him fall (see Zevachim 24a; Mishna
Berura 94:22). It is also absolutely required for
kohanim to lift their hands in the subscribed
manner for BK (Shulchan Aruch ibid.; Sota
38a). This makes balance more difficult. You
thus must figure out if you can use the wall for
balance/security and “pass this test.”

Realize that there are legitimate corners to
cut to help you qualify. The Mishna Berura
(128:52) accepts the Ktav Sofer’s (OC 13) idea
that the kohen needs to lift his hands only
when he pronounces each individual word;
he can rest in between. The same thing should
be true regarding standing — one may lean as
he likes in between pronouncing the words
(Even Yisrael VII:10; Dirshu 128:70).

Let us rule out another question. A kohen
may not duchen with blemishes on visible
parts of the body because they distract the
congregation’s attention (Shulchan Aruch ibid.
30). Arguably, people could view your cane as
distracting. However, this is not a problem.
First, this is a questionable assumption. Sec-
ond, if people are used to a distraction, e.g.,
the situation has existed for 30 days, it is no
longer distracting (ibid.). Furthermore, since
the cane is not in your hand during BK, it is
not a halachic issue.

We did not find discussion on the pre-
sumably most physically difficult part of the
process — turning around during the beracha,
which kohanim do with the hands already



Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad.
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.
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up. We will share two good solutions for this
challenge, after discussing the practice of
turning around. The most important parts
of davening are done facing the aron kodesh,
and it is improper, without a good reason, to
stand with one’s back to it. However, Halacha
made BK, at which the kohanim address the
congregation, an exception (see Sota 40a).
However, the kohanim turn to the congrega-
tion only when they need to, right before BK.
The matter of timing of turning around and
raising the hands is not intrinsic to BK, unlike
the above matters. In fact, there is a machloket
whether to turn around before the beracha (...
asher kid’shanu ... levarech ...) or after it, and
the present minhag is to turn in the middle
of the beracha (see Aruch Hashulchan, OC
128:20). There is also a machloket whether to
lift the hands before or after the beracha (see
opinions in Va’ani Avarchem 19:2).

Given the fact that these questions of timing
are just a matter of minhag, in your situation
you can do what is physically best for you (you
do not need to worry that other kohanim will
resent your acting differently). Specifically,

you can turn with everyone else, but holding
your cane, and not raise your hands until you
finish turning around and making the bera-
cha. You can also turn, with the cane and at
more leisure, before the beracha, and then put
down the cane and raise your hands sometime
before the BK itself.

In summary, you can appraise whether you
can stand well enough at the critical times and
figure out how to use legitimate corner cutters.
You must make sure you are not endangering
yourself concerning a dangerous fall. The wall
may be a good solution, but something like a
heavy shtender in front of you may be more
effective and safer. Do not be embarrassed to
ask for help to set things up best. Your lifetime
of past and future berachot gives you rights!

Having a dispute?

9 For a Din Torah in English
£ or Hebrew contact:
- -
=y Eretz Hemdah-Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

"MIWI T 10229 W-ewensohn Raz & Co.

Law Offices & Notary

[0 T 21V TIWnN

Real Estate
Transactions

Estates, Probate,
and Inheritances*

Tama 38 and Renovation

Moshe Raz,

Construction Projects
Adv. & Notary

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il
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UPCOMING EVENTS

[ISRAEL
MUSEUM TOUR FALL SERIES
NBN invites seniors to join us for a fall series of tours across
Seni the country.
i October - November 2025 | Various cities across Israel

TECHNOLOGY MADE SIMPLE

Join us for a hands-on tech afternoon designed to build your
digital confidence in navigating Israel’s app-driven world.

Thursday, November 6, 2025 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

CAFE OLEH: FALL SESSIONS

Supplement your existing Hebrew skills with the words and
insights you need to survive & thrive in Israel.

September - November 2025 | Online

MEDEX INFO SESSIONS

Are you a doctor or medical student thinking of Aliyah?
Join us to discuss what Aliyah can look like for you!

BOSTON - November 13,2025 | CLEVELAND - November 20, 2025

NBN ON TOUR & MINI MEDEX

Meet our team, get answers, and move forward with your Aliyah
plans - with IMAP guidance for medical professionals.

TORONTO - November 16, 2025 | MONTREAL - November 18, 2025

ALIYAH IS

£,
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i

PRE-ALIYAH PLANNING WEBINARS

Join us to get all the information you need
about your upcoming Aliyah!

November - December 2025 | Online

www.nbn.org.il/all-events
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RESILIENCE INITIATIVES

continue to defend and protect the State
of Israel, Nefesh B'Nefesh, Friends of the
IDF (FIDF), and Jewish National Fund - USA
are committed to giving back.

)
PE RAT I o N As our courageous and resilient soldiers
N
(=]

We are, once again, offering free flights
to help parents be closer to their Lone
Soldiers in Israel.

www.nbn.org.il’/hug

The Lone Soldiers Program (LSP)
RESILIENCE CENTER

Comprehensive mental health services & emotional support
for International Lone Soldiers returning to civilian life.

Xaw In partnership with
MIUN 7N Sheba Medical Center

MILUIM FAMILIES, MILUIMNIKIM,
& THOSE AFFECTED BY OCTOBER 7TH

www.nbn.org.il/all-events




Machon Puah for Fertility and

America in the early 20th century was not
considered an appropriate destination for those
leaving Europe for a better religious life. In fact,
many feared that the Jews who moved there
would immediately reject religious observance.
The saying was that around Ellis Island the
water was thick with sefarim, religious books,
that the owners had discarded before reaching
the Goldener Medina.

This changed radically in the middle and
latter half of the 20th century, and was due to a
number of individuals who established yeshivot
and religious schools. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein
had a huge influence over Torah learning and
religious life that is still felt today. But before
Reb Moshe, Rabbi Yosef Eliyahu Henkin was the
outstanding voice and authority of Orthodox
Judaism.

Reb Moshe and Rabbi Henkin had great
mutual respect, despite their disagreeing on a
number of crucial halachic points. The former
did not accept any marriage as valid except
for Orthodox ones, the latter felt that Reform
marriages had a halachic significance and if
the couple were to separate they would need
a form of Get, a religious divorce.

Rabbi Henkin permitted the construction of

Property Management

Trusted by Owners Since 2008
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RABBI GIDEON WEITZMAN

Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

an Eruv in Manhattan, whereas Rabbi Feinstein
opposed this. Rabbi Henkin did not permit
making kiddush before blowing the Shofar,
but Reb Moshe was more lenient.

Between these two Torah giants, and several
others, Torah was established in America,
until the point that Rabbi Sacks writes, in one
of his earlier books, that his pilgrimage as a
student to discover Torah took him to America.
There he met with Rabbi Soloveitchik and the
Lubavitcher Rebbe. Rabbi Sacks notes that were
he to take the same journey today he would
have come to Israel which has clearly become
the center of the Torah world.

Rabbi Henkin’s most famous grandson was
Rabbi Yehuda Herzl Henkin who came on Ali-
yah together with his wife, Chana. They chose
to settle in Beit Shean where Rabbi Henkin was
the rabbi of the entire region.

Rabbi Henkin published several volumes of
his responsa, aptly named Bnei Banim, grand-
children, in deference to his illustrious grand-
father. A few years after the tragic murder of
their son and daughter in law by terrorists,
Rabbi Henkin died at a relatively young age.

Recently, Rabbanit Chana Henkin, the
founder and visionary for Nishmat college
for women’s study, has been translating Bnei
Banim to English. I was honored to have been
sent one of the teshuvot and would like to dis-
cuss it in the next few weeks.



at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or
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Old Katamon-
State of the Art 150 sqm unique garden apt.
3.5 beds, 50 sgm garden + 20 sgm balcony.
Asking Price: 14,000,000 NIS.

E! _Arnona - Shofet Chaim Choen St.
A two beds, 90 sgm spacious apt. Two large
S.balconies of 35 sgm. Praivet parking
Asking Price: 3,200,000 NIS .

Be'er Tziporah ay- 3
}‘ Bottled Water Gewach '/7}

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength toso
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having
the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May
Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama
shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.
With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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Ruth Abrahami - 054-8070677

All your jewelry needs in one p]au:ei
A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,

refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly

to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627

n Yavneel
Spacious grounds 10 min Luxury
with lots from 8- bedroom villa
of activities Kinneret | (For up to 25 people)

WWW.HAMELECH.CO.IL
054-7534888
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3 single mothers, victims of horrors unimaginable. 3 women who grew
up in dysfunctional families in Jerusalem’s poor neighborhoods.

3 women with post—trauma syndrome fighting to stay normal
while bringing up special needs children.

3 FAMILIES IN URGENT NEED OF ASSISTANCE!

Rivka and her children were stoned by terrorists
on their way to the children’s school.

Israela and her 3 children narrowly escaped
the massacre in Netivot on October 7, 2023,

These women and children are suffering from PTSD. They urgently need
specialized therapy and financial assistance in their ongoing struggle to
survive, including food, shelter, medication, school books and supplies.
The children critically need ‘big brothers’ to restore social functioning,
and vocational training to develop skills for employment.

By contributing to these families, you are not just
providing financial aid, you are offering the families

> o* a chance to heal, find stability, and give their children
V4 {’ a future free from the shadow of the past.
¢ | THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
\ NIV U' AND DEDICATION TO SUPPORTING
o ISRAEL’S VICTIMS

TO DONATE: www.yeshezra.org




Raise Your Spirits Theatre Presents

HER®INES!

Songs & Soliloquies for the Soul

BY WOMEN FOR WOMEN

Modiin 30 Tishrei | Oct. 22

Neve Daniel 7 Marcheshvan | Oct. 29

Beit Shemesh 14 Marcheshvan | Nov. 5

Matan Raanana 21 Marcheshvan | Nov. 12

Jerusalem 26 Marcheshvan [ Nov. 17

For details and tickets: www.RaiseYourSpirits.org (ﬁ Preview from

"Miriam!"

|u With the encouragement & support

of the Matanel Foundation www.matanel.org

A BOUTIQUE THEATER PROJECT

Heroism, faith, resilience...and even some laughter

Gold Arrow
Tax is Hiring

Join our expert team specializing in
US taxes for Americans in Israel.

Position: Tax Pre

No experience necessary

Exam support (EA/CPA prep stipend)
On site training in our Jerusalem office
Seasonal bonus

Opportunity for growth

i
‘ll'

= Apply now and begin your career!
f\ private house. Email your CV to aliza@goldarrowtax.com
in a great location

in Hashmonaim.

Don’t miss out! Elad- Real Estate: N @ - .

050-2044118
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SHOSHANA JUDELMAN

TORAH TIDBITS CONTRIBUTOR

Lech Lecha:
Be Brave and
Go Forth

For a while now, my heart has opened
every time I read these words at the end of
the Amidah:
29NN TN N 297737 1A 0 MNP

May the words of my mouth and the
wondering of my heart be according to Your
Will and facing You, Hashem. You are my
Strength and my Redeemer.

It is a meditation, a tefillah, that helps me
redirect my questioning heart and wandering
mind. Like a “re-center” button on Waze. I say
this passuk, and I feel myself realigning with
the goal of striving for closeness to my Creator.

Avraham Avinu paved this path of hish-
tokekus, of yearning for Hashem, for us. He lived
his whole life with this intention. And through
him we are enabled to live this way as well.

Rabbi Immanuel Bernstein
Zoom Parsha Shiur

Monday Evenings at 8pm
For Link Visit: journeysintorah.com

Discover a New Dimension
in the Weekly Parshal!

ALL WELCOME
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The lives of the Avot and Imahot are door-
ways for us. Through learning about their
journeys and challenges, we can tap into the
koach they passed down to us and actualize
our own personal growth.

The Chiddushei HaRim tells us that for a
long time Hashem was actually saying “Lech
Lecha” to everyone. But only Avraham Avinu,
who worked on himself continuously, refining
his life and opening his heart, was eventually
able to receive the message, thereby stepping
up to become the paradigm of what it means
to live a meaningful life.

And Hashem gave Avraham a hefty chal-
lenge. But it’s what enabled his greatness to
truly be realized.

YWOR P IPDN AT WD 97792
SR

Go forth from your land and from your
birthplace and from your father’s house to the
land that I will show you.

Physically, Avraham had to leave the place
where he grew up and the way he was used to
doing things. But Chassidus teaches that “Lech
lecha,” means go for yourself. To yourself. On
a spiritual and psychological level this journey
would be one of even deeper personal growth
and refinement.

And it’s meant for all of us.

The Noam Elimelech tells us that lech lecha is
a call to come out of our comfort zones. To con-
tinuously examine our habits and leave behind
those that are unhealthy or no longer serving
our mission. And to recognize that while it is
in our nature to put up defense mechanisms
that get in the way of relationship, we can also



find the koach to heal them.

Lech lecha means making a full mental shift.
Living with our hearts facing Hashem and con-
tinuously redirecting as new challenges arise.
And they do.

In the Avraham story, Hashem doesn’t reveal
the destination. Instead He puts Avraham Avinu
in a situation that demands moving forward
with constant faith and trust. And Avraham
agrees. Through being in a continuous place
of “not knowing,” Avraham Avinu passed on
to us the power to keep our own hearts open to
possibility. We too can live in emunah.

In truth, that is our everyday reality anyway.
None of us knows what tomorrow will bring.
Thinking about that could frighten us. Except
itis in our spiritual DNA, passed down from
Avraham Avinu himself, to have the strength
to keep moving forward in the “not knowing.”

And it is the greatest journey in the world.
The journey of our lives.

Hashem told Avraham. And He is telling each
one of us:

P

I'will show you.

I will be with you, and I will hold you on
this journey each and every day. Just turn your
heart to Me and keep going forth- to become
yourself. m

Shoshana Judelman is passionate about learning
and growing through Chassidus. She gives shiurim
to women in many communities around lIsrael,
including Efrat, Elazar, Raanana and Jerusalem as
well as at Midreshet Rachel V’'Chaya. Shoshana also
guides groups at Yad Vashem and leads journeys to
Poland and other countries around Europe for JRoots.

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418

Rnal Estarte

Newest Listings in and around Jerusalem

Timeless Living
in Old Katamon

Large selection of apartments and
penthouses in a new project
Right next to San Simon Park!

Halafta 12 features:
4 bedroom penthouses + large terraces
2-3 bedroom apartments

High end specs
Occupancy within a year
Great prices

One-of-a-Kind Apartment
in Prime Jerusalem Location|
170 sqm
2 small balconies
Private land
Elevator
Building parking
Prime, quiet location near the
Orient Hotel & Liberty Bell Park

Price: 10,500,000 NIS

Great 2-Room
Opportunity on Walter
Ables Street!

60 sqm apartment
30 sqm terrace
Underfloor heating, Central A/C
Private parking, Storage room

Wheelchair accessible
Perfectly located right above the
shopping center
Price: 2,980,000 NIS

Beautiful Apartment in

the Heart of Baka
95sqm
3.5rooms, 1.5 baths
Renovated, A/C & private heat
Upgraded kitchen
Mamad, Shabbat elevator
Balcony (not Succah)
Parking (1st come-1st serve, gated)
Private storage (could be used as a
separate unit)
Reduced Price: 4,900,000 NIS

For Sale on
Mekor Haim Street
82 sqm + 12 sqm balcony
(Partial Sukkah Balcony)
2 Bedrooms
Facing: South + West, Great views
High-end Specs, Storage
Shabbat Elevator, Private Parking
Currently rented out for: 8,000 NIS
Price: 3,350,000 NIS 5

Yitzchak Kowalsky
\, 054-766-0338
[ Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
@ www.yykrealestate.com
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The Professional Choice

for your Building’s  Peace of Mind
) : for Jerusalem’s
Va'ad HaBayit Finest Homes

Financial Transparency Every detail of your Dedicated personal
- every shekel = building managed service for residents
accounted for! flawlessly and owners

Get in touch today for a quote and professional building assessment.

Discover how we can help improve and maintain your investment.

VA CALLUS 9 077-2307976

MLG. PRIME @ migprime.coil @ office@migprime.co.i

Building Management no217



HAREY LUXURY VILLAS i

IN MITZPE RAMON

Desert living redefined

L

Smartlydesigned:

Shlomo Ben David Private main enfrance Panoramic

EXPIOf'e with rental-ready units Private Pool
the prOJeCT Perfect vacation Move-in Ready

house by 2028

Siman Labanim is a ground-breaking
English translation of Rav Kashtiel's
popular collection of shiurim on the

weekly parasha. With this publication,
his uplifting writings are accessible toa
wider audience.

“Studying the parasha is our chance to
distance ourselves a bit from day-to-
day life, to raise our view higher and
reconnect with the eternal values of the
Torah.”

~ SimanLabanim
By Rav Eliezer Kashtiel

I ISBN 8798659245383
Special Price: 120 NIS eSS

.y

www.israelbooks.com

& Hatzvi St. Jerusalem , Israel | Tel 02 -538.0247 | info@gefenpublishing.com

Lok for us on § x @I Availabola at Amazon, Staimatzky, Pomeronz, Tzomet Sfarim and select bookstones.
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Although we conclude our study of Megillat
Esther and continue with Sefer Daniel, the latter
actually preceded the former in chronological
sequence. Daniel was exiled along with the
Judean elite under King Yehoyakim, prior to
the destruction of the First Temple, while the
story of Esther takes place at the dawn of the
Second Temple Era, some seventy years after
the destruction. Could Daniel have lived to
witness the miracle of Purim?

Hazal certainly think so. According to the
gemara, we find hints of Daniel’s presence
in two different incidents in the Megillah.
In the first chapter of Megillat Esther, when
Achashverosh assembles his seven advisors
to determine Vashti’s fate, the seventh among
them is Memuchan, who advised that Vashti be
eliminated and a decree issued throughout the
empire that wives must obey their husbands.
The Targum Sheini interpolates that Memuchan
was Daniel, to whom it had been revealed by
Heaven that Vashti was to be put to death. The
Targum goes on to explain that Daniel had been
given an aristocratic Persian woman as a wife
(whom he had presumably converted), and she
refused to converse with him in Hebrew. We
will see throughout Sefer Daniel how firmly
committed he remained under all circumstances
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to maintaining his identity. His wife’s refusal to
make Hebrew the language spoken in his home
was undoubtedly a constant source of grief to
him, and Daniel seized the opportunity to rectify
the situation while fulfilling the prophecy that
had been revealed to him.

The gemara (Megillah 15a) places Daniel in a
later episode. When in response to Haman’s evil
decree Mordechai appeared at the palace gate
dressed in sackcloth and ashes, Esther sent her
servant Hatach (31n) to Mordechai demand-
ing to know what had prompted his behavior.
Rav identifies Hatach as Daniel, who had been
cut down (0Mm>nn) by Achashverosh from the
position of greatness he had held under pre-
vious emperors. Shmuel concurs with Rav’s
identification, but offers a conflicting reason:
Daniel was called Hatach because all matters
of the kingdom were decided (2nn3) by him.
This approach is echoed in the Targum to the
Megillah, in which the verse is translated as:
“And Esther summoned Daniel, called Hatach
for all royal decrees were articulated by him,
and sent him to Mordechai.”

After Hatach faithfully relayed the initial
messages back and forth between Esther and
Mordechai, the language of the text changes
abruptly, and Hatach seems to disappear. “And
they told Mordechai” of Esther’s reluctance to
appear before the king without having been
summoned. The Targum interpolates that
Haman noticed Hatach/Daniel coming and going
before Esther; he became enraged by his easy
access to the queen and slew him. The angels
Michael and Gavriel were then summoned
and completed the mission. The gemara offers



a different explanation, suggesting that Daniel
refused to relay Esther’s hesitation to Mordechai
so0 as not to be the bearer of bad tidings.

The medieval Spanish commentator Avra-
ham Ibn Ezra posits that this identification is
implausible. In his opinion, Daniel would have
been at least fifteen years old when exiled to
Bavel, since he is described as having knowl-
edge of all disciplines. By Ibn Ezra’s calculation,
Daniel would have been around 120 years
old at the time of the Purim story, making his
presence a highly unlikely scenario. Rather, Ibn
Ezra suggests that Hazal intended to draw a
comparison between Hatach and Daniel, imply-
ing that Hatach was as faithful as Daniel, who
was incomparably righteous in his generation.

Hazal offer one more suggestion as to Dan-
iel’s concealed identity in a later generation.
In the first chapter of Sefer Ezra, King Cyrus
entrusted the plundered treasures of the First
Temple to Sheshbazzar ("¥aww), a prince of
Yehudah who was returning to Eretz Yisrael to
rebuild the Temple. Rashi, citing a midrashic
teaching, explains that Sheshbazzar was in fact
Daniel, called by this name to indicate that he
had survived six challenges (MY ww). This
would place Daniel in Eretz Yisrael during
the period between Sefer Daniel and Megillat
Esther, and would require that we assume he
later returned to Persia to be of service to the
Jewish community in exile when the building
of the Temple was blocked by Achashverosh,
as Ralbag suggests is true of Mordechai, who
is also listed among the returnees to Israel. It
should be noted that as observed by Ibn Ezra,
Daniel would have been of advanced age in
this era and it is significant that the midrash
identifies him as still serving in a leadership
capacity, respected both by the secular political
powers and the Jewish community.

In all of these instances, the striking

1702

Highest Prices m Paid
Flawless Member
Service
25 years+ Club

Diamond

WANTED

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

#k* Alan Sussman, “The Collector” *#*

052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

characteristic of Daniel is his absolute loyalty
to the Jewish faith, determined to act as Hashem
expects of him without regard for personal con-
sequences. It is perhaps most striking that in the
role of Hatach, he navigates between Mordechai
and Esther and their conflicting approaches as to
how to handle Haman’s decree, with Mordechai
advocating for absolute reliance on Hashem’s
power to intercede miraculously and Esther
preferring patience and diplomacy. Having
braved the lion’s den rather than cease praying
to Hashem, his refusal to relay Esther’s hesitation
may have stemmed from his own feeling that
such an approach was inadmissible. Ultimately,
Daniel, Esther and Mordechai all serve as out-
standing exemplars of commitment to Torah and
to the Jewish nation in the face of the challenges
of exile.

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
Department chairperson and New Teacher
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of
the OU Women's Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi series,
currently in its third cycle, women scholars deliver
a daily shiur on the books of Prophets (Neviim)
and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a chapter
a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners of all
levels who would like to participate in the two-
year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU Women’s
Initiative to register for additional content.

OU ISRAEL CENTER 71



Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

Seeing Beyond the Picture:

Representing True Beauty

in Shidduchim

When a Camera Can’t Capture a Neshama

AU R PLYP)
5”1 102N IPHR 0P 12 PN’ PRND

Hadas askes: I have a friend who is truly
one of the best people in the world, kind,
good-hearted, and genuine. But she’s not very
photogenic, and even when she agrees to take
pictures, they don’t do her justice. I feel like
this makes it harder for me to find matches
for her, because her inner beauty and warmth
don’t shine through in photos. How can I best
support her?

Aleeza answers: You're right, pictures
carry a lot of weight in the dating world,
sometimes more than they should. But we
both know that photos never tell the whole
story. A camera can’t capture a neshama.
And sometimes the most radiant people in
real life simply don’t translate well in a photo.
While true beauty is not skin deep, if you can’t

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Brand new building on Mekor Chaim
Recently finished, 4 room 111m, mirpeset, storage,
parking and Shabbat elevator, 3rd floor, 4.37m nis

Great opportunity to buy in a new building
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot

2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices start
atjust 2.19m nis

Studio for rent in Katamon - Mechalki Hamim St.
Close to the Shtiblach and park, 20m, ground floor.
2800nis/month
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get a yes and get her on a date she doesn’t have
a shot at a real connection. The Torah teaches
us that “Sheker ha’chein v’hevel hayofi, grace is
false and beauty is fleeting, but a woman who
has awe of Hashem, she shall be praised.” Of
course attraction matters, and especially before
two people meet it seems to matter most.

So how do you help your friend? First, a great
photographer with a keen eye can take better
than average photos. Sometimes a different
angle makes all the difference. For example,
I've learned my right side is the photogenic
side and the left...well I avoid that whenever
possible. Taking a photo when she’s relaxed
and simply happy is great but hard to capture.
So maybe bring a friend to make her laugh
or smile genuinely. And take a photo in one
of her favorite places. That will make all the
difference. True smiles happen when people
are in their happy place.

Sometimes even a short video clip, where
her warmth and voice come through, conveys
more than a still image.

You can also advocate for her by sharing
a few words alongside her picture: “Her
photo doesn’t capture how warm and funny
she is,” or “You’ll see her real sparkle when
you meet her.” That little framing helps
people look past the photo and be curious.
And finally, keep reminding yourself and her



that Hashem is the true Shadchan. The right
person for her will not pass her by because
of one less-than-perfect picture. The person
meant for her will be drawn to her whole self,
including her image. Just because others can’t
see past the photo doesn’t mean her bashert
will overlook her.
May Hashem bless you with the wisdom to
represent her in the most authentic way.
Aleeza
Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,

in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

v
Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[E47[E en.shagririm.org.il
EEES 0585323242
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DO YOU SUFFER FROM JOINT PAIN?
“Stem Cells™
An in-office mini-liposuction can

provide the cells to treat this
condition naturally

(

FOR INFO: KNEE@SZMC.ORG.IL
WWW.DOCTORZINGER.COM/ARTHRITIS

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilied
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

SHERLOCKS

Hats For Men And Women

4 DAY SALE

SUMMER HATS

304

OFF

Friday, October 31- November 3
(including Saturday Night,
19:30-22:00)

3 DOROT RISHONIM
(Off Ben Yehuda, Near Cofix) 02 563-7155

LS IR SRATIOMN & MHATURALIZATION

American Immigration
& Naturalization Law

Michele Coven Wolgel

US Citizenship for Children &
Grandchildren

Call now to book your child's
citizenship meeting for D9
vacation - spots filling up quickly!

www.wolgelaw.co.il
lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
Tel: 02 590 3444
facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo
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h.l{ Far mare works and books by
the cartoonist. visit

Netanel Epstein www.netbateps.com

THE Y FILES
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LOOK AT THE STARS...
THE GREAT KINGS OF THE PAST
LODK DOWH DN US FROM THOSE
STARS...

HOW 15 THAT EVEN
OPTICALLY POSSIBLEY,

WELL, WITH RESPECT, WELL... FIGURATIVELY YEAH, LIKE, FOR EXAMPLE - IF THE HOLES

¥OU MAKE IT SOUND AS IF SPEAKING, MAYBE... - ARE 50 SMALL, AND SO FAR AWAY -
THERE'S A WHOLE WORLD OF HOW CAN ANYONE PEEKING THROUGH
DECEASED SOULS JUST ABOVE WELL, THIS RAISES A FEW THEM HOPE TO SEE ANYTHING FROM
THE SKY, AND THE STARS ARE L. QUESTIONS, DOESNT IT? SUCH A DISTAMCE?
LITTLE PEEK-HOLES TO LODK

THROUGH...
RIGHT?

ERM... LODK...
| IDNT
MEAN IT QUITE
S0 LITERALLY...

PLUS, MY GANENET, ZAZU, SAID THAT LOOK, THE ASTROLOGICAL ASPECTS s LNLESS, OF COURSE THE GREAT
THE STARS WERE CREATED ON THE FOURTH ARE LESS RELEVANT HERE... MAYEE LeTs W KINGS OF THE PAST HAVE %-RAY
“DAY" OF CREATION, AS ASSISTANT- BUT | DONT GET IT. DADY susteatL it I VYSVOM TO SEE THROUGH THE

LUMINARIES, RIGHT? __d8 . B 10w CA ANYONE LOOK ADAY..? SO DPAQUE BITS...

THROUGH A

YOU'RE STRAYING WAY LIGHT-SOURCE?

OFF THE SCRIPT,
YKHOW...

YES...
THAT'LL BE IT...

THAT MEANS THE STARS AREW'T GOT ONE SIDE THAT'S BLINDINGLY BUT THEN WHY DO THEY NEED THE STARS,
PEEK-HOLES, THEY'RE LWGHT-SOURCES BRIGHT, CAN'T SEE ANYTHING, AND IF THEY CAN JUST SEE THROUGH THE SKY AS

IN THEMSELVES! THE OTHER SIDE IS ANNOYINGLY OPAQUE.., ITis?




HMPHI GREAT. FINE. ' : LOOK, SIMBA, WHEN | SAID THAT,

‘ ) FANTASTIC. WELL, N, BOT REALLY, - -
I NEVER ASKED MY 0L DF COURSE, THEY MAY K BECAUSE WHY SPOMLO [ n|uugp;\:cfgrolglsrmnogruuu

DAD SUCH GUESTIONS, AND ll 0T BE ACTUAL LAMPS...
VE GOTA PREQUEL  Mlriey couLD e THE LITTLE | | RESOLVED 1 | aomt TR RIS HAVE | MEAN IT SPIRITUALLY....
MOVIETO PROVE IT..." gl D LIGHTS OF LOTS OF UP THERE? y '
HI-RES LOWG-DISTANCE WHAT ABOUT THE GREAT

CAMERAST TIADDIKIM OF THE PAST?

OF THE PAST?

WELL, IT MEANS THE “GREAT KINGS OF THE PAST™ NEEDM'T
PRESS THEIR ROYAL EYEBALLS TO THE STARS TO SEE OR, SINCE WE'RE ON THE SUBJECT, WHAT E—
US, THEY CAN LOUNGE BACK IN THEIR HEAVENLY COUCHES ABOUT THE GREAT ORTHODONTISTS OHHHHH!!! THAT MAKES MUCH
AND WATCH US IN FULL H.D...7 AND DRY-CLEANERS OF THE PAST...? MORE SENSE NOW!

YES, SPIRITUALLY 15 GOOD! ¥ES, SON, AND SIMILARLY, REGARDING THE STARS... _.BUT GET A BIT CLOSER AND YOU'LL DISCOVER

; - THEY'RE ACTUALLY POWER-SOURCES OF
IT'S LIKE WHEN 6-D SAYS T0 AVRAHAM: .
“RAISE YOUR EYES HORTHWARDS MO SOUTH 6D ALSD PROMISES AVRAHAM THAT K EHDLESS COLOSSAL LIGHT AND ENERGY. ..
DESCENDANTS WILL BE LIKE THE STARS.... .

AST AMD WEST.... NN SEE T .
AHD EAST AND WES D SEE THE LAKD YOU KHOW WHY?

1
THAT WHILE ISRAEL may LOOK LIKE an

ORDINARY COUNTRY, WITH BUSES, AND
AND TAX-AUDITS AND NEWSPAPER

(ROSSWORD PUITLES... ...THE SAME 15 TRUE OF EVERY JEW!
[ BUT RAISE YOUR EXES TO LOOK AT THE BA'AL SHEM TOV SAYS THAT JUST AS STARS LOOK & LITTLE CLOSER, AND YOU'LL SEE
IT ALL FROM A HEAVENLY PERSPECTIVE! CAM SEEM LIKE TINY, INSIGNIFICANT LITTLE DOTS HOW INFINITE EVEN THE MOST SHALLOW -
SEE HOW WOLY 1T ALL 15! WHEN LOOKED AT FROM AFAR, BUT... LOOKING YiD REALLY 15...

wow, 0AD, WP ryank vou, i ARE YOU SURE THAT'S WHAT IT i
THAT'S SON. 50...AGAIN...? - SAYS, DADDY? : g
TOTALLY - YOU WERE SAYIHG : MY FREINDS HAVE THIS SAME BOOK | | READING
' - 3 BETWEEN THE
INSPIRED! “LOOK AT THE AT HOME, BUT WHEN THEAR DaDS

SHNOVACH STARS...” - READ T0 THEM, THEY SOMEHOW LHOHS,
! WHY EXaCTLY? d D\ Wiss 00T ALL THIS SPIRING

CHASSIDUT...
”

THE KING DONT LETIT ) , = W DHH... IT'S (ALLED
OF THE BOTHER READING BETWEEN THE
PAST...? YOU... LINES, SOM....




TORAH 4 TEENS

YAAKOV GREENBERG
GUSH ETZION CHAPTER
DIRECTOR

THE VAST LAND THAT
CANNOT HOLD US BOTH

Just as quickly as Lot is introduced, Lot exits
when Avraham asks him to leave after a strife
between their herdsmen. Looking at the story,
there seems to be a fixation on the land and its
size. The story opens with “the land could not
sustain them,” implying the land was small.
This is further reinforced when the text points
out that “the Canaanites and Perizzites were
then dwelling in the land,” suggesting that the
herdsmen’s strife was either connected to these
nations or at least occurred in close enough
proximity for them to hear about it. Again, the
land is portrayed as small and heavily settled.

However, when Avraham tells Lot to leave,
he says, “Is not the whole land before you?”
— implying that the land was indeed large!
The story concludes with Avraham dwelling
in the land of Canaan while Lot settles in the
“cities of the plain” near Sodom. Once again,
the land appears vast, with enough space for
two distinct regions.

The text uses the land to highlight a deeper
issue in Avraham and Lot’s relationship. Lot
begins as a dependent of Avraham — not just
ideologically, but materially; Avraham provides
him with a home and wealth. As Lot amasses
his own wealth, he becomes independent of
Avraham. It is this change in the relationship
dynamic that causes the rift. It is irrelevant what
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the herdsmen were actually arguing about; the
main issue is that Lot now had his own herds-
men who no longer relied on Avraham.

The “land” at the beginning of the story is
small and congested, symbolizing a relationship
that has become stale and strained. Avraham is
still the leader and provider, but Lot no longer
sees himself as under his authority.

The failure to recognize the change in their
dynamic made them both feel boxed into aland
that “could not hold them both.” However, once
Avraham realizes they need to relate differently,
suddenly the land becomes vast and open. A
new future opens before Avraham — one in
which both can coexist, each in his own space.

Many times in life (and especially as teens),
we see ourselves and our friends change we feel
that relationships have become stale or toxic,
but often it’s because we fail to acknowledge
that we — or the other person — have changed.
What we learn from Avraham and Lot is not
to let ourselves be boxed in by “who we once
were” or “who they used to be.” Instead, we
should recognize that sometimes relationships
need to evolve so both sides can grow — while
still maintaining a connection with one another.

RIVKA TREISTER
EFRAT, 11TH GRADE

THE STRENGTH TO STEP FORWARD
In Parshat Lech Lecha, Hashem commands
Avram to leave everything behind — his land,
his birthplace, and his father’s house — and
“go to the land that I will show you.” The
pasuk says: PN P2 ANTIHIN ¥ W0 77-77”
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At first glance, this seems like an act of blind
trust. No path, no plan, no explanation — just
“37-77”. But Rashi explains that this journey
wasn’t only physical; it was for Avram’s bene-
fit — for his personal growth. Sometimes the
hardest steps in life are the ones that take us
out of our comfort zones, but they’re usually
the most important.

As teens, we face so many pivotal moments —
social pressure, figuring out who we are, where
we stand religiously, and what kind of people
we want to be. The world today pushes us to
fit in, but “99-72” reminds us that becoming
who we truly are sometimes means walking
a different path.

Avram becomes Avraham, the father of a
nation, because he had the courage to go —
even without knowing what lay ahead or where
he was going. This teaches us that we don’t
always need to have all the answers; if we’re
moving toward growth and toward Hashem,
that’s the direction that counts.

So the message of Lech Lecha for our gener-
ation is: Don’t be afraid to take that step. Your
path might not look like everyone else’s — and
that’s exactly the point. ®
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, All brands, all models .[T
ﬂ. In Jerusalemn, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh i
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SLOCKS FOR SALE

Hats For Men And Women

SherlockS Hat Store, the largest men’s
and women’s hat store in Jerusalem,

is looking for a new owner. SherlockS
is a one-of-kind hat store whose many
satisfied customers come back for hats

throughout the year.

If you’re looking for a A

successful business to grow, )

this is the store for you. TAKE A
TOUR OF

Interested? THE STORE

Email:

SherlockSelementary@gmail.com
and I'll send you our Prospectus.

GARDEN PARADISE FOR SALE IN KATAMON

PEACEFUL, BEAUTIFUL, GARDEN DUPLEX APARTMENT
122 SQM ON TWO LEVELS, 4.5 BEDROOMS, 3 FULL BATHS,
PRIVATE REGISTERED GARDEN FULL OF FRUIT TREES,
PRIVATE PARKING, ELEVATOR, MAMAD, EXCELLENT
CONDITION.

ASKING PRICE: NIS 8,150,000

QUAINT 1 BDRM FOR SALE IN KATAMON

2 ROOM APT FOR SALE DIRECTLY ABOVE THE GARDEN
APT! BRIGHT AND COMPACT 34 SQM., 3 AIR DIRECTIONS,
INCLUDES MAMAD, SUKKAH BALCONY, ELEVATOR,
PRIVATE HEAT, AND A/C. =

ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,150,000

Ilana Nelson  054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il
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INSPIRED CRA,

INSPIRED CRAFTSMANSHIP
FOR SYNAGOGUE

This is your opportunity to make a lasting impact.

We're seeking a dynamic and results-oriented International
Sales & Marketing Manager to join our growing team.

In this meaningful role, you’ll play a key part in helping synagogues
(shuls) around the world create beautiful and
functional spaces for their communities.

4.@ /m rm? T
Leverage your expertise in sales and marketing to a higher purpose?

Become a trusted advisor to synagogues worldwide?
Join a growing and successful company with a strong commitment to its values?

Please contact only by email: furniture®@lavi.co.il
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B-WAY DIGITAL
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BERESHEET

The new senior living community
in the Jerusalem Hills

WE ARE OPEN!

We are happy to invite you to the exciting opening event
Tuesday | 11.11.25 | 6:30 pm

Special artist guest

This is your opportunity to get to know Beresheet's
special standard, the uncompromising quality,
the community life, the magical view and everything -
in the clear air of the Jerusalem Hills!

Come celebrate with us!

Participation is conditional on advance registration only,
the number of places is limited!

For further information 4. 2 3 49 BERESHEET "‘ A‘.‘v

and registration:

The new senior living community
in the Jerusalem Hills

£ Beresheet, Jerusalem Hills




Jgive

Start Your
Giving Journey

Just as Avraham journeyed with purpose, now’s the time to
set your values in motion. The end of the tax year is fast
approaching—set up your Jgive DAF today to make your
support for Israeli causes count this year.

Smart giving takes planning. Start yours now.

Learn more at platinum@jgive.com or scan the
QR code to get started:




