Tl SR TR R
PP 1o

Torah

OCT. 2"° 2025 = |”9wn "nWn”

T€9T INSSI

YOM KIPPUR &
SUKKOT EDITION

1'TXN 1WO9O - 119D DI
NN NANW/NIXY MW - NIDIO
N'WUXM hw1o

YOM KIPPUR - PARSHAT HA'AZINU
SUKKOT - SHMINI ATZERET/SIMCHAT TORAH
PARSHAT BERESHIT (MEVARCHIM)

Rabbi Avi Berman = Connecting to Hashem Through Song

Dear Torah Tidbits Family ﬂ Remembering Simchat Torah:
Page 4 ¢ 7 Mrs. Sara Zimbalist Page 150

YERUSHALAYIM ZMANIM
YOM KIPPUR: CANDLES 5:48PM ® HAVDALA 6:59PM ® RABBEINU TAM 7:39PM
N1

HA'AZINU: CANDLES 5:45PM  HAVDALA 6:57PM ® RABBEINU TAM 7:37PM
SUKKOT: CANDLES 5:41PM ® HAVDALA 6:53PM ® RABBEINU TAM 7:33PM
SHABBAT CHOL HAMOED: CANDLES 5:36PM ® HAVDALA 6:48PM ® RABBEINU TAM 7:28PM
SHMINI ATZERET: CANDLES 5:33PM ® HAVDALA 6:45PM ® RABBEINU TAM 7:25PM
BERESHIT: CANDLES 5:28PM ® HAVDALA 6:40PM ® RABBEINU TAM 7:20PM

|,
€3 OU ISRAEL 02-560-9100 {§} TORAHTIDBITS.COM & ADVERTISING & SPONSORSHIPS 02-560-9125



Table of Contents

04 Rabbi Avi Berman 88 Rabbi Moshe Hauer

90 Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks zt"|
1 0 Rabbi Reuven Tradburks

1 4 Rabbi Shmuel Goldin 98 Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
20  RabbiElyada Golavicht 100 Rabbi Nachman Winkler
32 1 08 Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman
42 Rabbi Shalom Rosner 1 1 o Rabbi Baruch Taub

46 Rebbetzin Shira Smiles 1 1 8
52 Rabbi Judah Mischel 1 20

Rabbi Daniel Mann

Aleeza Ben Shalom - Shagririm Balev
54 Rabbi Moshe Taragin

62 126

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

66 Mrs. Leah Feinb
5. Lean Teinberg 142 Rabbi Reuven Tradburks

72 NCSY Israel's Leadership 144
74 Netanel Epstein 1 50

Rabbi Sam Shor

Mrs. Sara Zimbalist
76 Rabbi Reuven Tradburks

80 OU Israel 152 Rabbi Reuven Tradburks

% We continue to pray for the safe return of all of the hostages DAY 725

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

M| Kaparot and Birchat HaBanim are said Erev Yom Kippur.

§ Light a 24 hour candle before Yom Kippur to be used to light the flame of the Havdala candle.

# Light Yizkor candles for loved ones before Yom Kippur and Shmini Atzeret.

& Bereshit Mevrachim:
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Rosh Chodesh Marcheshvan is on Wednesday October 22 and Thursday October 23

i Kiddush Levana is customarily recited at the end of Yom Kippur.
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

There is a large part of the Torah Tidbits
readership who can remember aerograms.
These were international letters which folded
into their own envelope shape to save on
weight. When I moved to Israel in 1985, we
would send letters like these to our grandpar-
ents in America. It would take about three
weeks’ to get to them, after which they would
read it, write us a letter, and then it would
take another three weeks to get to us. We
knew and expected this long delay, and so
our letters would be much more substantive
than, “Hi Bubby and Zaidy, how are you?”,
since the answer to such a question would
likely be out of date by the time it got to us
several weeks later.

Times have really changed. Fast forward
forty years, and now when we send a text, a
WhatsApp, or an email, and the person on
the other side doesn’t answer within a couple
minutes, we wonder if they’re ok! It’s a gen-
eration of instant replies, quick answers, and
not a whole lot of patience. This has created a
real challenge, especially in the realm of our
religious life. For example, there is no doubt
that davening requires patience. Not just in
saying the words and answering the chazan,
but also because the results of our davening
are not always seen immediately.

It took almost 2,000 years of our forefa-
thers and fathers saying “teka beshofar gadol
lecherutein, vesa neis lekabetz geluyoteinu,”
“sound the great shofar for our liberty, and
raise a banner to gather our exiles,” before

their children’s children were able to see the
results of those hopes and prayers with the
ingathering of the exiles slowly but surely
taking place now. Many generations prayed
for a day for the sick to be healed in “Refaeinu
Hashem,” and while of course there are still
sick people, the strides made in the field of
medicine have been tremendous. The Jewish
people for thousands of years have asked for
economic success in “Barech Aleinu,” and the
Start-Up Nation is thriving in so many ways
today, and our agriculture sector is booming.
They asked for the return of Yerushalayim
in “Veliyerushalayim,” and we see the city
continually growing before our eyes.

But as the technological world we live in
today continues to progress and reach into
almost every aspect of our lives, it becomes
that much more difficult to teach the value to
the next generation of slow davening, in tak-
ing the time to connect to HaKadosh Baruch
Hu, and to allow there to be space between
the request and the response.

That is what makes Yom Kippur in particu-
lar such a powerful challenge today. Because
Yom Kippur is not quick, and it’s not easy. We
spend basically all day in shul. The answers
to our prayers are not always immediately
apparent to us. And yet, the connection
and inspiration that happens because of
Yom Kippur is so, so important. How do we
accomplish it ourselves and teach it to others?

Firstly, music is a powerful tool to connect
generations. The melodies of Yom Kippur
have a real koach to them, and when we
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can prepare the youth to open themselves
up to these songs and niggunim, it can be so
uplifting and take them so high. The music
of Yom Kippur has the power to remind us
of earlier times, knowing that these melodies
are what our parents, our grandparents, and
our great-grandparents sung in their shuls
on Yom Kippur, making us feel so connected
with our history.

While I grew up davening Nusach Ashke-
naz, I have noticed a dramatic difference
in this regard between Ashkenazi Selichot
and Sefardi Slichot. Ashkenazi Selichot can
sound mournful and sad, making many
people feel as if they are standing in front of
HaKadosh Baruch Hu to say sorry for every
single thing that they did wrong. Whereas
Sefardi Selichot is full of singing with a lively
and happy melody.

I enjoy the Ashkenazi tunes for what they
are. But many today connect to the Sefardi
tunes. And I believe that is why so many of
the Selichot at the Kotel use the Sefardi mel-
odies. And let me tell you, the Kotel is packed
every night of Selichot not just by Sefardim,
but by Jews of all stripes and backgrounds
- tens of thousands every single night. And
it’s because people know that this is such a
powerful way to connect to HaKadosh Baruch
Hu, to feel part of the Klal, to absorb the avira
of Yerushalayim, in order to appreciate the
greatness that we have here in Yerushalayim.

This is another way to help the youths of
the generation connect to davening - giving
them the ability to show up, to join the com-
munity, and to see firsthand the passion
and prayer of those who want to get closer
to Hashem.

It is therefore such a beautiful thing that
every year we run the David & Lil Shafran

Selichot event, where we take hundreds of
teenagers from across the country - from
18 different cities - to the Kotel for Selichot.
This year, thank God, we had 600 teenag-
ers at the event, coming from up north in
Kiryat Shmona and Nehariya, to down south
in Kiryat Malachi and Kiryat Gat, and even
Dimona, to the OU Teen Center’s annual
Selichot in loving memory of David and Lil
Shafran z'l.

After we all gathered together in Yerusha-
layim, we gave them a lovely OU Israel
break-the-fast dinner. At the Great Syna-
gogue, they heard from Sara Shafran, a
granddaughter of David and Lil Shafran.
Sara told their story, who they were. She
talked about her grandfather David, who
was a Holocaust survivor and had become
successful in business after the Shoah. When
he was already very weak and sick, he made
an important decision to bring his family to
Israel from Vancouver, Canada, in order to
make sure they would love and connect to
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the Land of Israel. This happened shortly
before he passed away. Sara told the story
about how when he was very sick, there
were children making loud noises outside
his room. When his daughter, Anita - Sara’s
mother - asked him how she can make his
rest more comfortable, he answered her that
there is nothing more beautiful to him than
the sounds of those children playing. How he
remembered that during the Holocaust, the
children had to be quiet to prevent the Nazis
from finding them, and that hearing Jewish
children playing and making noise without
fear, was the most wonderful thing to him.
So, Sara said to our large group of teenagers,
her grandfather would be overjoyed to hear
their noise and their singing at the Kotel.

David’s story was a powerful message of
what the human spirit is really capable of.
This undoubtedly had such a big impact on
those teenagers to hear that message, when
so many of them came from low socioeco-
nomic communities. Rav Shmuel Eliyahu,
Chief Rabbi of Tzfat, came and uplifted the
crowd with inspiring words, and got them all
up and dancing! They also heard from Chaim
Pelzner, the director of our teen centers, as
well as myself.

Then, all of the teens walked together to
the Kotel, joining something like 70,000 Jews
from all over the world on the night of mot-
zei Tzom Gedaliah to say Selichot. What an
amazing night.

So when I think about how to take these
Selichot and davening and bring it to the next
generation, the answer becomes obvious.
First, by taking the tunes and melodies of
past generations into the present and future.
Second, by joining together with others, by
feeling part of something greater. It’s the rush

to the Kotel and the excitement in your heart
and mind of, “Wow! I can’t believe I am part
of this!”

I know that the tefillot that we did with the
over 600 teenagers from across the country,
who came all the way to Yerushalayim to
the Kotel to daven for a better year for them-
selves and the Jewish people, were heard by
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and that we will see
their effect very soon. May their inspiration
and their passion give us all a year full of
besorot tovot, a year full of goodness, success,
and of understanding. May the neshamot of
David and Lil Shafran z"l have an aliyah, and
may these teenagers that are coming every
single week to our teen centers continue to
make us proud. May they draw from the
uplifting experience they had in the city of
Yerushalayim, for their entire lives. May they
bring endless happiness to all the staff and
advisors that have been involved in bringing
these teenagers to Yerushalayim.

Wishing you all a gmar chatima tova and
an uplifting and inspiring Shabbat,

L7

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

BROTHERS

THE STRONGEST... THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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OU... BEYOND KASHRUT
Mother-Daughter Bat Mitzah & Beyond Program

The QU Israel Women's Division Bat Mitzvah & Beyond program is a unique, six-session bonding
experience designed for mothers and daughters. This program blends meaningful Jewish learning with
hands-on activities, creating an enriching and unforgettable journey.

The program includes mother-daughter chavruta learning, group discussions, meeting inspiring women
and hearing their stories, challah baking, trip to Kever Rachel, Old City tour, chesed trip, art, drama,
dance, and more, Each session is devoted to a different topic and meets in a different location that ties
into the evening’s theme. Whether meeting at a bakery to do hafrashat challah and learn about the
importance of taking on the responsibility of mitzvot or going to a dance studio to discuss tzniut and
body image, every session is crafted to be unique, hands-on and fun!

Last year, the program brought together nearly 70 women and girls (with a
waiting list!) highlighting its popularity and the value participants place on this
transformative experience. This year the program will start the last week of October
in both Beit Shemesh and Yerushalayim. Registration is open and will be closing soon,
register now so you and your daughter do not miss out on this incredible opportunity!

REGISTER

Each week we share one of OU Israel’s impactful programs helping English-speaking Olim with their Klita
and impacting Israeli society.




IR DM AN DN

We offer the widest range of sea-view
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You still have an opportunity to buy at
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call me now!
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LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER DAVID ZWEBNER
054-433-2621 " | LICENSED RERL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com - WITH OVER 50 YERRS OF EXPERIENCE

AMERICAN Doron M. Spierer
IN ISRAEL? Doron M.
95 S-wééoz‘/ 11w [T 1T
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~CHAG SUKKOT
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FROM OUR TEAM Is available in Jerusalem for:
TO YOUR Consultations and second opinions
FAMILY!

for complex medical cases.

51,700 PER CHILD -
CHILD TAX CREDIT
$1,000 PER YEAR

House calls.

A Routine and urgent medical care for
EDUCATION CREDIT patients of all ages.
IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO .
CLAIM YOUR TAX Students and tourists welcome!
REFUND!

058-528-1996 ‘ Call or WhatsApp:

| www.american-taxes.com +972.58.6640293

david@american-taxes.com
I
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”’h
77V 1050 119 19X N2 NOyD MN
Mother of Reuven Tradburks

YOM KIPPUR

The Torah reading for Yom Kippur is the
description in Chapter 16 of Vayikra of the
entire service in the Mikdash for Yom Kip-
pur. The Kohen Gadol himself read this exact
Torah reading as part of the service. We are
reading what he read.

"‘ 1ST ALIYA (VAYIKRA 16:1-6)
k“ One may enter the Holy of Holies

with the following elaborate proce-
dure. For I, G-d, appear there in a cloud. Aharon
is to bring a bull for a sin offering, along with
a ram. The Jewish people bring 2 goats for sin
offerings and a ram. Aharon wears 4 unique
white garments for this service.

The Holy of Holies is where the Aron is
housed, with the ten commandments. No one
is ever to enter there. And the Torah adds

May the Torah Learned from this TT
be in loving memory of
Morris (Zaidie) Galitzer "t
51 @N "2 YN ')y
»Un K™
Walter Liliey"s
971 928 92 PNY "9 anys
MUn 279
Shimon & Chana Galitzer and family

“For I, G-d, appear there in a cloud”.

Where else have we seen a cloud, the
appearance of G-d, an area where no man
may approach and the ten commandments?

Mt. Sinai. A thick cloud over the mountain.
G-d descends. No man may approach the
mountain. He utters the ten commandments.

The Holy of Holies is a miniature re-en-
actment of Mt. Sinai. There, He descended
to us. With a thick cloud. To tell us the ten
commandments

Here, the ten commandments are housed.
But here, unlike Sinai, where He approached
us, on Yom Kippur, the Kohen Gadol
approaches Him. And unlike Sinai where
the cloud descended on the mountain, here
the Kohen Gadol comes with incense to create
the cloud.

And at Sinai the people said “we can’t hear
your voice or we will die”. Man cannot with-
stand G-d’s Presence. So too here, G-d says,
no man may enter the Holy of Holies, for he
cannot withstand My presence.

But once a year, on Yom Kippur, I make
an exception and allow, with an elaborate
ceremony, only one man to enter that place.
And that man shall make a cloud.

Yom Kippur is the intimate encounter of
man with the Divine Presence in the Holy of
Holies. As if He Says: The pinnacle moment
of Yom Kippur is just you and Me, in My most
private place, the Holy of Holies. You, Aharon,
as the representative of My people. And Me,
in the cloud.

And this re-enactment of Sinai comes one
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week after Rosh Hashana, the day of the
shofar. For at Sinai, besides the cloud and
besides man not being allowed to approach,
there was the sound of the shofar. At Sinai,
He sounded the shofar. On Rosh Hashana,
we sound the shofar.

The Sinai moment is the closest, most inti-
mate encounter of man and G-d on this earth.
The Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur re-enact-
ment is man’s desire to renew that intimate
encounter, but on our initiative. Shofar. And
Holy of Holies.

"/“ 2ND ALIYA (16:7-11)
'/k\O} Take the 2 goats of the people.

Through lots, identify one as an
offering and the other to send to the desert
for atonement. Aharon offers the offering for
himself and his household.

In this moment of intimate contact of the
Divine and us, we achieve atonement through
pageantry. The pageantry of the 2 goats is
rich; identical in appearance, their roles
achieved through lots, their fate radically
different. One will be an offering to G-d. The
other will be sent to the barren desert.

”/‘ 3RD ALIYA (16:12-17)
./k\" Aharon is to take a pan of coals

and of incense into the Holy of
Holies, with the smoke of the incense envel-
oping the covering of the Aron. Aharon takes
the blood of his sin offering and sprinkles it 1
+7 times in the Holy of Holies and 1 + 7 times
in front of the curtain, outside of the Holy of
Holies. He repeats this with the blood of the
people’s sin offering, the goat.

Aharon brings incense into the Holy of
Holies to create smoke. But the Torah does
not say that the smoke from the incense fills
the Holy of Holies. It says it covers the Aron.

The emphasis on the Aron is to be

reminiscent of Mt. Sinai, where the thick
cloud covered the mountain when G-d
spoke these ten commandments, housed in
the Aron.

And perhaps the smoke and the cloud
as accompanying this intimate encounter
is deliberate. For the closer the encounter
with the Divine, the more hidden, obscure,
mysterious, enigmatic. Cloudy. Obscured.
Intimacy and mystery.

"/" 4TH ALIYA (16:18-24)
K’} He then takes the blood of his

bull and the goat of the people
and both places it on the incense altar and
sprinkles it 1 + 7 times, purifying it. He thus
completes the atonement of the holiest places.
Aharon then places his hands upon the head
of the other goat of the people, confessing all
their sins, placing them on the head of the
goat. The goat, bearing the sins of the people,
is led out to the desert. Aharon now changes
from the special white garments to his reg-
ular ones and offers the more conventional
offerings for himself and the people.

Two goats. One offered. One taken to the
desert after the sins are confessed upon it.

Rav Soloveitchik captured this drama as a
metaphor. This goat in the desert is pushed
over a cliff, falling to its death.

The fall, the pull of gravity is a metaphor
for the push and pull of our nature, but with
no exercise of will. Man can choose to assert
his will. Or choose to be subject to the whims
and forces of his nature, like the goat unable
to break his fall. In a word, when man allows
himself to be pulled down by his nature,
failing to assert his will, gravity pulls him
down to his demise. Such is the sinful one,
allowing forces to dominate, failing to assert
his will.

OU ISRAEL CENTER 11



"/‘ 5TH ALIYA (16:25-30)
K’} The one who led the goat to the

desert need be purified upon his
return as do the ones who burn the sin offer-
ings of Aharon and the people outside of the
camp. All of this is to be done every year on
Yom Kippur accompanied by fasting. For on
this day, He provides you with atonement
and purity; you become purified before G-d.

While the drama of this day was punctured
by the destruction of the Temple, the atone-
ment persists through the day of Yom Kippur
itself. The Talmud took the verse literally. On
this day you achieve atonement. The day
itself, even without the elaborate Temple
service, but the day itself, the power of Yom
Kippur atones.

"‘ 6TH ALIYA (16:31-34)

0 This procedure atoning for the

A

oly of Holies, the outer area, the
altar, the Kohanim and the people shall be
done once a year.

This atonement and purification are hum-
bling, overwhelming, ennobling. For the
Holy One reaches for mankind, descends
in a cloud as it were to the Holy of Holies,
granting atonement. It is His reach for man;
His kindness, generosity, and love.

Yom Kippur is a gift, an affirmation of
man, a chance to begin anew, a smile from

the Holy One, appreciating our desire and
passion, even if we err. Yom Kippur is the
faith of the Holy One in us, giving us a yearly
clean slate. That is a gift.

MAFTIR (BAMIDBAR 29:7-11)

The maftir describes the extra mussaf that
is brought in addition to the unique Yom
Kippur offerings. m

TDa

e« ALAN R. DEUTSCH

- - & _/.\'\S(v)(,l/\ | l»'\ (,I.’/\\, '\/IIS/\: AP(,

Trusted US/Israeli tax services for over 30 years
clients and friends a
happy and healthy

sweet new yea!

It’s never too late to file prior years’ tax returns!

02-999-2104 | 09-746-0623 | 03-527-3254
052-274-9999
Email: alan@ardcpa.com
www.ardcpa.com

| pe———y |
i ORTECH ,

DEFENCE SYSTEMS

SAFE ROOM ISRAEL

Have your own shelter - Speedy installation in home or office
No building permit needed - Certified by the Home Front Command
Free consultation and evaluation

Shmuel Bowman - Authorised Ortech Representative

email: shmuel@saferoomisrael.com website: saferoomisrael.com

12 TORAH TIDBITS 1631/ YOM KIPPUR - HA'AZINU - SUKKOT - SHMINI ATZERET/SIMCHAT TORAH - BERESHIT



Looking for
an expedited

Endocrinology
appointment?

[euns mawry]

WATERPRDC‘F
ur home

/\

SEALING SERVICES

Raphael Hulkower, MD

American trained Endocrinologist
US and Israel Certified

* Leak detection + moisture

» Sealing solutions m';::{"
* Water damage exp:r‘:

Compassionate
Endocrine Care:

+ Diabetes

Private
Consultations:

In person :»

* Roof coating
* Waterproofing, pools, porches,

= Weight loss and
Obesity

+ Thyroid disease /
Cancer

= Osteoporosis and
Menopause
+ Pituitary, parathyroid

(calcium) and adrenal
disease

« Hypogonadism
(low testosterone)

stone walls, tiled roofs
» High standerd interior -

exterior painting ==
* Licensed & insured

shmuelnathan4d@gmail.com

052-840-5660

- ey,
=T S
Mk
e et .
bl T
i Lt
"Sawee mep

~ MULTIFOCAL

wanm 4

YEV I
WORLD 'fr\ - - '3\*“;"

Comprehensive exams by professional optometrists

Highest level of care and personalized attention
Contact Lens experts
Wide selection of designer frames

MACCABI and MEUCHEDET benefits

SCHEDULE TODAY 02-674-3888

“I have never had an exam as thorough as the
one | had at Eye World. Highly recommended!”

STORE LOCATIONS:

Beit HaNatziyv,
Derech Hevron 101A
Talpiot/Arnona

Ramat Eshkol
Shopping Center

OU ISRAEL CENTER 13



RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL

RABBI EMERITUS, CONGREGATION AHAVATH TORAH, ENGLEWOOD NJ

Prolonged
Prayer

As the end of Yom Kippur draws near, an
extraordinary event occurs.

We add an additional prayer service to our
liturgy ; a prayer service that, for centuries,
has been recited at no other time of the year.!

Known as Ne’ila (Closing), this prayer ser-
vice draws its title, according to the Talmud,
from two possible sources.

The closing of the Temple gates as night
approaches.

The closing of the “Heavenly Gates” as Yom
Kippur nears its end.

Absent the Temple, the first of these two
sources remains rooted in memories of past
glory and in the hope of future redemption.

For the present, Ne’ila is the prayer ser-
vice that ends the holiest day of the year; the
vehicle through which we set forth our final
petitions before the closing of the “Heavenly
Gates.”

In the Talmud Yerushalmi, Rabbi Levi

1. The Talmud Bavli ([Yoma 87b)] notes that
Nei’la was originally recited on two occasions
in addition to Yom Kippur: on public fast

days and at Ma’amadot (town gatherings of
Israelites connected to the twenty-four watches
of Kohanim and Leviim who in turn served

in performing the Temple service). Beginning
with the Geonic period, however, following

the close of the Talmudic Era, the recitation
became limited to Yom Kippur, alone.

derives the unique character of Ne’ila from
an unexpected source, a harsh rebuke uttered
by the prophet Yeshayahu:

“And when you spread your hands [in
prayer], I will hide my eyes from you; even
if you were to prolong your prayer, I will not
listen; your hands are replete with blood.

Rabbi Levi maintains that Yeshayahu’s
severe words convey a secondary message:
Under normal circumstances, “All who pro-
long their prayers will be answered.”

Ne’ila thus represents a prolongation of our
tefillot on the holiest of our days.

The Rambam codifies this approach in his
halachic work, the Mishneh Torah, by explain-
ing that the Rabbis “instituted a prayer after
the Mincha prayer, close to the setting of the
sun, on fast days only, its purpose being to
increase supplication and pleading because
of the fast. This is called the Ne’ila prayer, as
if to say the Gates of Heaven are closing and
concealed behind the sun.”

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, centuries
later, takes things a step further. He posits
that Ne’ila’s unique character as “a prolon-
gation of prayer” sets it apart from all other
tefillot. Ne’ila, the Rav maintains, is an exten-
sion of existing prayer. Specifically, Ne’ila is
an extension of the Yom Kippur tefillot that
precede it; dedicated to the request that all
previous tefillot of Yom Kippur be accepted
by G-d.

The Rav continues by suggesting that the
addition of Ne’ila to the Yom Kippur service
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transforms Yom Kippur into a “Yom Tefillah”,
“a day of prayer”. In this way, prayer on Yom
Kippur becomes fundamentally and qualita-
tively different from prayer recited during
the rest of the year.

Based on this idea, Rabbi Soloveichik
arrives at a dramatic halachic conclusion...

“If an individual slept through the entire
day of Yom Kippur; failed to recite Shacharit,
Musaf, and Mincha; and then came to syn-
agogue at the time of Ne’ila’s recitation, he
would be precluded from reciting Ne’ila.”

Participation in the Ne’ila Service, the Rav
maintains, is dependent upon involvement in
the preceding prayers. Absent those tefillot,
Ne’ila has no place.

Going one step further, despite his own
father’s uncertainty concerning this point,
the Rav argues that if an individual misses the
recitation of even one of the three preceding
prayer services, he is precluded from reciting
Ne’ila.

While, on a practical level, the Rav’s posi-
tion concerning the Ne’ila prayer is disputed
by many other authorities, the idea he raises
can be very instructive.

Drawing on the Rav’s insights, we may
suggest an answer to a puzzling Yom Kippur
question, arriving at a compelling conclusion
about the day as a whole.

The Torah concludes its commandment
concerning Yom Kippur observance with
the enigmatic statement, “from evening to
evening, you shall observe your Shabbat.”

Why must the Torah delineate Yom Kip-
pur’s day-long flow? After all, every day on
the Jewish calendar begins in the evening
and ends in the evening!

Armed with our new understanding of
the Neila prayer, we can offer an answer to

this question.

It is absolutely fitting that the final prayer
service of this holiest of days might be depen-
dent upon the prayers that precede it.

Yom Kippur must be experienced “from
evening to evening,” in its totality. There can
be no halfway measures when it comes to
this holiest of our days. Each of us must be
in “for the long haul.” Only by participating
in the entirety of the day — - “from evening
to evening-” — do we earn the right to stand
before God as the Gates of Heaven begin to
close.

And, if this is the case, the closing moments
of our calendar’s holiest day inform Jewish
experience in its entirety....

Judaism does not believe in “quick fixes.”
The quest for spirituality is hard work.

Only those who are willing to put in the
effort, day after day; only those who rise up
to pray, even when the spirit does not move
them; only those who perform the everyday
mitzvot of our tradition, day in and day out;
will ultimately merit the encounter with the
Divine that Jewish tradition can uniquely
offer.m

Rabbi Goldin is the author of the
OU Press volumes "Unlocking the Torah Text,"
and "Unlocking the Haggada."
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MNN and NXMY are omitted at Shacharis of
Erev-Yom Kippur (YK).! Ashkenazim also omit
DTN MM and 1oYW, while Sephardim
recite both.?

20 DRNK N0 DYYY 192 M0 0P D"
“1IN0N "N 2197 DNNVN — “For on this day,
He shall effect atonement for you to purify
you; from all your sins, before Hashem, you
shall be purified.” Although Yom Kippur
is the day of forgiveness, it only atones for
sins between a person and Hashem, but
not for interpersonal sins, until the wrong-
doer seeks forgiveness from the person he
wronged. Therefore, it is customary to ask
forgiveness from one another on Erev-YK.3
If the offender asks and is not forgiven, he
must return at least three times, each time
with three others accompanying him. If
forgiveness is still withheld, he is no longer

2-790 2’0 YW L1
229Ny DM D ,7PTIY PN .2
1-190 12’0 X"n7.3

May the learning be nnwi 1Y yb
My beloved sister

Hannah Braun a2
7y 97393 DN N2 MIN

On her 9™ yartzeit
Erev Yom Kippur *9wn v

I miss you lots!

Judy Wasserman

\
HALACHOT FOR YOM KIPPUR 3o

obligated to ask, unless the wronged party
is his rebbe, in which case he must continue
seeking forgiveness.* If the person who was
wronged has passed away, the offender must
go to the grave with a minyan of ten people
and ask forgiveness there.’

The wronged should be compassionate and
forgive the individual asking for forgiveness,’
for those who forgive others are forgiven by
Hashem.”

One must be especially careful to repay all
debts, including tzedakah commitments, and
return anything not rightfully his, for the sin
of theft blocks the pathway to teshuvah.®

There is a biblical obligation® for both men
and women? to verbally! confess (viduy)
their sins, as the Torah teaches: NYX X UR”
“DONON NNATINM ... JWY >3, While confession
is required whenever one performs teshuvah,
Yom Kippur is a particularly auspicious time
for both individuals and the community to
repent, such that everyone is obligated to
confess on this day.*?

One is also obligated to recite the viduy at
Mincha on erev-YK, lest he choke or become
inebriated at the seudah ha’'mafsekes, prevent-
ing him from properly confessing.’® Some

N-1ID )20 VW
RRARIIR}ALeRVAIUMN
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posskim rule that one is obligated to recite
viduy again after the se’udah before nightfall.
Many fulfill this opinion by reciting Tefillah
Zakah before Kol Nidrei since it contains an
element of viduy in it. However, the DTX N
and Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach passkin
that it should be said after Kol Nidrei."s

Viduy must be recited while standing, with-
out leaning on anything that would cause
one to fall if it were removed.!* When recit-
ing viduy, it is best to bend forward slightly,
similar to the posture taken during Modim."”
When reciting the word “shechatanu,” lightly
strike the heart with the right fist."® Older or
weaker individuals who have trouble stand-
ing alone may lean on a table or shtender if
necessary.®

There is a custom among both Ashkenazim
and Sephardim? to perform kaparos with a
white rooster or chicken on erev YK.#* Men
use a rooster and women use a chicken.” One
raises and rotates the chicken above his
head three times? while saying /no5n ny”
“Y2) »)N19> DY DN DY, which has the
rashei teivos of 7’1NN, the name of the angel
responsible for life.?* The chicken is then
shechted and given to the needy. The point
of kaporos is to arouse the individual to

perform teshuva when he sees the chicken
shechted and imagines that it is taking his
place. Furthermore, the chicken is given to
tzedakah since tzedakah atones.

One may also use money as kaparos.? The
amount of money used should equal the price
of a chicken.?”” Some say® that one kaparos
may be performed on behalf of many individ-
uals, while others say that it is best to perform
separate kaparos for every living member in
the house, even fetuses.? All agree that ifa
chicken or money was already used on one
individual, it should not be used on another.*

There is a mitzvah to eat, drink,3! and have
larger meals than usual during the daytime3?
of erev YK3 so that it will be easier to fast
the following day.3* Nevertheless, even a sick
individual who is not fasting is obligated to
eat and have a larger meal on erev YK.* Some
have the custom to use Lechem Mishneh in the
seudah ha’mafsekes® and to dip the challah in
honey.¥” Although there is no obligation to eat
meat, many customarily eat chicken.3 There
is also a custom to eat kreplach (meat covered
with dough) because erev YK is considered a
Yom Tov, on which many hold one should ide-
ally eat meat. However, since melacha is still
permitted, it is not considered a full-fledged
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4’y 779 >9WN MHYYW MY .15
J-1IN 0 YW L6
D0 DY 2Mwn .17
NP0 1IN 12°0 2”3wn .18
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20. Although the Shulchan Aruch writes not to
perform kaparos, the 7-n P79 7 P5N 1YY MR
writes that Sephardim have accepted the pssak
of the Arizal on this matter to perform
kaparos.
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22. Ibid.
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Yom Tov, which we express by covering the
meat with dough.® (For this reason, there is
a custom to eat kreplach on Hoshana Rabbah
and Purim as well.)

Ideally, if one intends to continue eating
after the seudah ha’mafsekes, he may do
so, though it is preferable to verbalize this
intention before bentching.*

There is a biblical requirement to accept
upon oneself the sanctity of Yom Kippur
slightly earlier than sunset.* It is preferable
to make this acceptance verbally,*> and some
posskim® hold that doing so even two min-
utes before Yom Kippur is sufficient.

Some have a custom to daven at the ceme-
tery and to increase tzedakah giving.*

There is a custom to go to the mikvah on
erev-YK, and even some women have the
minhag to go,® but single women should not
£0.%¢ The commonly accepted custom today
is that even married women do not go.¥” One
should try to make sure there is no chatzitzah
on the body and that fingernails and toe nails
are properly cut.®® If one cannot go to the
mikvah, he may take a shower instead.*® The
shower should be long enough for 9 kav of
water to be poured on one’s head (12 or 16
liters, or 4-5 minutes).>

There is a custom to receive malkos on
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erev YK to arouse one to do teshuva.>! The
one giving the malkos softly® hits the other’s
back using a leather strap while saying Xm”
“y2) DM three times. The recipient crouches
down with his head facing north® and recites
“121 13722 10IWR” three times.>* However,
there are many who do not have the custom
to receive malkos.*

It is customary for married women (as well
as single men/women when living alone)56
to light candles for Yom Kippur similar to
Shabbos and Yom Tov and recite the bracha
of “D1o°on DY YW M Y TNY” .5 Sephardim
do not accept the sanctity of Yom Kippur at
the time of lighting candles, but only after-
ward. Therefore, they should first recite the
bracha and then light, and they should not
recite “1’nNnY” (through which they accept
the sanctity of YK)® until after completing
the candle lighting, reciting the bracha, and
removing leather shoes.> Alternatively, if they
plan to be in shul, they can recite it there
with the tzibur. Ashkenazi women accept
the sanctity and laws of Yom Kippur when
lighting candles. Therefore, they should first
light the candles and then recite the bracha.®®
Those Ashkenazim who have the custom to
recite “97’NNW” should do so after finishing
to light the candles (because reciting the
bracha before lighting causes them to accept
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the sanctity of the day),* but they should not
repeat it again during davening.®

In pressing situations, such as if she needs
to drive to shul afterward for Kol Nidrei and
it is too far to walk both ways, if an Ashkenazi
woman does not want to accept the sanctity
of YK when lighting, she may stipulate so
before lighting and she should make sure
not to recite “19°NNVY” .8 However, she should
make sure to accept Yom Kippur at least a few
minutes before sunset to fulfill the mitzvah
of adding to Yom Kippur, as discussed above,
and she should recite “9’nNYW” in shul with
the congregation.

Candles should also be lit in the bedroom
with enough wax to burn throughout the
night to prevent intercourse on Yom Kip-
pur, as cohabitation in lit rooms is always
forbidden.® Today, one may also keep on an
electric light (even a small one) in the bed-
room.% Some posskim hold that the custom
is no longer to leave a candle or light in the
bedroom, especially if it will prevent falling
asleep easily.

A candle should remain lit throughout Yom
Kippur, to be used after YK for lighting the
Havdalah candle.’” Many also light a yahrtzeit
candle for departed relatives for which they
recite yizkor, and some also light a neri bari
for every living married male member of the
household.® Married women may also light
a ner bari should they choose.®®
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Since Yom Kippur is referred to in the
Torah as “PNaw Naw”, a clean, festive table-
cloth should remain spread on the table
throughout the entire day” and the beds
should be made.”

There is a custom to wear white on Yom
Kippur for two reasons: first, to symbolize
that on this day we resemble angels, and
second, to remind us of the shrouds in which
the deceased are buried, inspiring us to do
teshuva.” Married men have a custom to wear
a kittel (some do not wear it during their shana
rishona, first year of marriage).” Since the kit-
telis a garment that is designated for davening,
it may not be taken into the restroom.”

Women should not wear jewelry normally
worn on Shabbos or Yom Tov on Yom Kip-
pur,” but jewelry worn during the week, such
as a regular bracelet or necklace, is permitted.
It is customary for both men and women to
refrain from wearing gold.”

Men who normally wear a tallis daily
should don a tallis before sunset and recite
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the bracha.” If donned after sunset, the bra-
cha is not recited.”

The Torah” teaches1iwy1 yawn viN1”
“D2’NY0) NX NYN UTN? — “In the seventh
month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall
afflict yourself.” The Gemara® explains that this
“affliction” refers to abstaining from food and
drink. Additionally, the Gemara® infers from
other verses that four other pleasures are
prohibited on Yom Kippur: washing, anointing,
wearing leather shoes, and marital relations.
Furthermore, all activities that are prohibited
on Shabbat are also forbidden on YK #

Eating or drinking even a small amount of
food is hiblically prohibited on YK.® However,
the punishment of 115 for eating applies only
if one eats the size of a date (about 2/3 of an
egg( within the time it takes to eat a 4) 01D
eggs),® which is normally determined to be
between 4-7 minutes,® but most posskim
are stringent for YK to follow the opinion
of 9 minutes.® Similarly, the punishment of
1> for drinking applies only if one drinks
a cheekful within the time it takes to drink a
revi’is (a few seconds), which equals about 3
kezeisim® (86 ml).® Some posskim are more
stringent and hold that one is liable even if
it is consumed within the time it takes to eat
a 9) 015 minutes, as above), and this is the
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opinion that is followed.®

In a life-threatening situation, one should
eat or drink immediately. A sick person,
a woman who is pregnant, or a nursing
mother should consult a Rav and a doctor
to determine whether they can fast safely,
and if the fast must be broken, to clarify
how much may be consumed. Those who
are ill and permitted to eat small quantities
may consume up to 30cc® of food (the size
of a date) and®* up to their own® cheekful of
beverages once every 9 minutes.” Eating such
small amounts over an extended period of
time is still considered “afflicting” oneself.*
When eating less than a kezayis or drinking
less than a revi’is, one recites a bracha rishona
but not a bracha acharona.% If one continues
eating after the time of achilas pras, a new
bracha is not required, provided one had in
mind to continue eating.%

Children and sick individuals who are
allowed to eat full meals on YK do not recite
kiddush® and do not require Lechem Mishneh,*
but they should wash their hands up to their
wrist before eating bread.®® When bentching,
they should add X121 nYy’, though if they
forgot, they do not need to repeat bentching.1®
If they ate mezonos or fruit from the shivas
ha’minim, they should also mention Yom Kip-
pur when reciting the bracha m’ein shalosh.*!
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It is forbidden to wash any part of the body
for pleasure, even a single finger, whether
with hot or cold water.1®> However, washing to
remove dirt is permitted, though one should
have in mind not to benefit from the washing
and take caution to only wash the dirty areas.'®

In the morning when waking up and any
time after using the bathroom, one may wash
one’s hands up to the knuckles.'™ Those who
wash each hand three or four times in the
morning may do so on Yom Kippur as well
(up to the knuckles),'% provided they intend
not to benefit from the washing. One may
wash the crust from one’s eyes but should be
careful not to wet any other part of the eye.1%

Kohanim who are going up to duchen wash
their hands up to the wrist, since this washing
is not for benefit.!?” Similarly, a sick individual
or a child who is washing for bread should
wash up to the wrist, while intending not to
benefit from the washing.1® Some Sephardi
kohanim only wash until their knuckles,!®
though Rav Ovadya passkins to wash to the
wrist.10

It is forbidden to brush teeth or use mouth-
wash on YK.11!

It is forbidden for both men and women
to go to the mikvah on YK.112

It is forbidden to anoint any part of the
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body, even if your intention is to remove dirt.!3
Applying makeup, lipstick,'* or perfume!®is
included in the prohibition of anointing on
Yom Kippur. Medicated creams are not sub-
ject to the prohibition of anointing,'¢ though
they still may be forbidden due to Shabbos
restrictions. Stick or spray deodorant should
not be applied on Yom Kippur.’

It is forbidden to wear leather shoes on
Yom Kippur.'®® It is best to avoid wearing
non-leather sneakers or other shoes that one
would wear year-round,'*® but non-leather
slippers or Crocs are allowed.?®

Moskt posskim require one to recite the
bracha of “*37% 95°% NWYY” on YK.*

Marital relations are prohibited on Yom
Kippur, and married women have the hala-
chic status of a niddah on this day.'* There-
fore, one may not touch his wife, sleep in the
same bed, sit on the same couch, or engage in
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any other restrictions that apply to a niddah.'®

One should extend YK for a couple of min-
utes after ¢zeis.”* Maariv is recited with nnx”
“9m1n and without the additions for nwy
N2wn v, If one forgot to recite 12MNN NNNX
or accidentally recited “wmpn 7290” or 12100”
“ownn,'? one does not repeat the Amida.

Havdalah is recited over a cup of wine or
grape juice without besamim, using a candle
that was lit from a fire burning from before
Yom Kippur.12

Motzaei YK is considered a minor Yom Tov,
on which there is a mitzvah to eat and drink.*?’
For this reason, Kiddush Levana is recited on
Motzaei YK, as it should be said in a joyous
mood.'® According to most opinions, it may
be recited even before Havdalah and even
while wearing YK shoes.'?

Ideally, one should begin building the
sukkah on Motzaei YK and complete it the
following day.'*
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from this issue of Torah Tidbits
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Cohen, Eliaz and Aharoni families
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The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties
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Paran St, Ramat Eshkol
Renovated 4-rm apt, 83 sqm. In advanced
stage of TAMA 38 (comp in 11 months)
After TAMA: 108 sqm, 6 rooms. Incl
elevator, parking & mamad. NIS 4,820,000
Racheli Blass 054-639-8123

Halamed Hei St Oid Katamon
Luxury project in the heart of Old Katamon,
97 sqm, 3 bed/3bath. Elevator, Private
Parking, Sukkah Balcony Central A/C.
From NIS 6,350,000
Arivel Maresky 054-577-7509
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Hashofet Chaim Cohen Towers,
Arnona
Close to a commercial center in Talpiot.
85 sq m, 3.5 rooms, 2 bathrooms, balcony,
parking NIS 2,990,000
Shira Harazy 054-337-8159

Gedalyahu Alon St, German Colony
180 sgm charming, pent-cottage, arched
windows, breathtaking green views of
preserved grove.

NIS 10,900,000
Orna Even Parker 054-621-6069
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Ellyahu Meni St, Nachlaot
Great investment property, 2 rooms, new
construction, mammad, Shabbat elevator,
near shuk, overlooking Saidoff.
Only NIS 2,190,000
Orna Even Parker 054-621-6069

Ibn Gvirol St, Rehavia
Quiet, green, one block fr Shaarei Chesed,
ground floor 70 sqm apt, private registered
garden, 76 sgm + separate attached studio
apt, 30 sgqm. For renovation. NIS 5.79 M
Orna Even Parker 054-6216069

i
Aliyat HaNoar St, Ramot Bet
4 room apartment quiet location, beautifully
designed, well-renovated, spacious 4
rooms, ideal family home.
NIS 3,850,000

Chani Grosman 053-520-5234
Ly
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Shlomo Ben Yosef St, Armon HaNetziv
4.5-room gem with sukkah balcony,
panoramic views, amazing light and air —
unbeatable price, rare opportunity!
NIS 2,250,000
Micha Paul 052-511-6340

Herzog St, Rasko
Private garden apt, post tama, fully
renovated, 3 rms, Mamad, private entrance,
garden, parking for the building, stunning
botanical view. NIS 2,650,000
David Weiser 055-276-2960
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Enjoy springtime in Northern Israel in the majestic Jerusalem Hills,
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apartments ranging from 170 to 230 sqm, all
thoughtfully designed on one expansive level,
flooded with natural light, and featuring large
Succah terraces with breathtaking southern
views of the Moon Grove.

Last available private garden apartment,
offering complete privacy and direct access to
nature.

The crown jewel of the development - the
final and most magnificent penthouse, fully
furnished to the highest standards and ready for
immediate move in all included.

ENJOY WORLD-CLASS AMENITIES THROUGH
THE EXCLUSIVE MGALLERY HOTEL EXPERIENCE:
Indoor Pool « CLARINS Spa & State-of-
the-Art Fitness Center - 24/7 Security &
Concierge - Room Service « A sophisticated
lobby area with food and drink service
+ Shabbat elevators « Private parking -
Storage room

¢ ALL READY TO MOVE IN!
& o g /
B Shana Jova From Jerusalom!

SOLE EXCLUSIVE MARKETING OFFICE CALL US TO SCHEDULE A VISIT!
+972-73-705-4284 | THEATRON-RESIDENCES.CO.IL




Viduy

he following is an elaborated commentary on the Viduy which is
recited throughout the day of Yom Kippur. It should be used along with
the text in your machzor.

We have become guilty... of a whole variety of sins. What we have 19N
done was not necessarily to rebel against G-d, but we nonetheless IR
are devastated by our behavior

We have eaten - forbidden foods, questionable foods, without brachot, without good
manners and concern for others; there is something lacking in our faith in G-d

(even just sometimes); we don't always say Amen properly, we have a cruel streak...

We have betrayed G-d by not doing His mitzvot properly and by sinning 13133
in a way that is disloyal to G-d; we have betrayed family & friends

We have wasted prayer and Torah studly time; we were not careful with Milk & Meat;
we relied on ourselves sometimes to the exclusion of trusting in G-d; we have said "sloppy”
brachot; we have belittled parents, teachers, scholars, friends; we have wasted time...

We have stolen - things, time, other’s sleep, ideas; we have deceived... :u'?m

We have been arrogant; wrongly took credit for something,; harmed or annoyed
others; not raised our children properly; have not been strict enough about sexual behavior;
have not repaid kindnesses properly...

We have slandered G-d (by questioning His justice and kindness) 999 93927

and people. We have said one thing and meant something else. Co N

We have gossiped, defamed, used vulgarities, spoken disrespectfully, shouted -

misused the power of speech; not given people the benefit of the doubt...

We have caused perversion, corrupted others 93°9Y57
A 4N

We have entertained improper thoughts - during davening, Torah learning,
or in general; we have davened without kavana; burdened others;
encroached on another's "space”; looked at indecent pictures, literature, etc.

And we have caused wickedness; caused others to sin 1337?_”'1171

We have neglected to be properly respectful of G-d; showed lack of
concern for the possessions of others; said we're sorry without trying
to mean it: fomented dissent; joined with others and wasted time on nonsense...
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We have sinned intentionally, and then have rationalized our behavior Ehiis
(making T'shuva all the more difficult) -

We have taken G-d's Name in vain; been careless about ritual washing of our hands;
been disrespectful to our parents; we ‘ate like pigs’ threw food, mingled immodestly...

We have extorted; we have taken advantage of those weaker than us; Ehlelalg
we have pressured others to give in to us T

We have caused Chilul HaShem,; we have falsely flattered others; thought bad thoughts;
unjustly suspected others of wrongdoing; desecrated the Shabbat; not paid our debts;
desired (in an unhealthy, unkosher manner) the possessions of others...

We have "attached" ourselves to falsehood; lying has become ﬁ?W' ubgu
a part of our lives; we have accused others falsely; I¢ P
compounded lies by lying more; hung out with the wrong crowd

We have given erroneous opinions and advice; defiled ourselves and others;
handled Muktza on Shabbat or Yom Tov; belittled Good and chosen Bad...

We have given evil counsel; we have abused the trust of others; Ik RRTA
advised others in ways that are not in their best interest T T T

We have secluded ourselves improperly with members of the opposite sex; joined others
in time-wasting activities; knowingly sinned] lacked proper reverence and awe for G-d...

We have been deceitful; made intentionally misleading statements; 33279
false promises; have not tried hard enough to keep our promises T

We have made HaShem angry at us; been ungrateful; intended to harm others (even
if we didn't); wasted time; delayed paying wages; called others derogatory nicknames...

We have clowned around about matters that we should have treated ug‘?
seriously; we have ridiculed good people; we've joked about things, which N
prevents us from proper T'shuva because we don't take things seriously enough

We have - not learned Torah properly; worn Shaatnez; not been kind & charitable; not been
meticulous about mitzvot & halacha; not been scrupulous in our dealings with others...

We have rebelled; defied G-d's will; sinned because of incomplete faith 13797
We have held others back from doing mitzvot; not behaved properly in business... T

We have angered G-d (so to speak) by disregarding His mitzvot, etc. 98N]

We violated promises and vows; took revenge and bore grudges; benefited from
this world without brachot; were lazy in Torah learning and service of HaShem...

We have turned away, ignored our responsibilities to G-d (and fellows) 99990

We have turned from Jewish customs; contradicted our parents or Torah
authorities; dealt with contraband; forgiven others in word, but not in our hearts...

We have been perverse and have sinned because of perverted reasoning; 13°9%
we have deliberately sinned to gratify our desires T

We have been falsely modest; a burden to our spouse;
we were insensitive to orphans & widows; we have violated (minor) prohibitions...

We have acted wantonly; denied the validity of (some) mitzvot; we ’IJVU)B
basically believe in G-d & Torah, but have disregarded a specific mitzva T - T

We have rejected the Yoke of Heaven; we were afraid to reproach someone;
we turned our hearts to idleness; we opened someone else's mail; we lacked fear of sin...
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We have persecuted others; caused suffering; been callous to others 9399%
We have distressed our family members; we put our needs before G-d's... o

We have been stubborn; we have refused to see G-d's Hand in ;-Ij'y :uvw'7
life; we have ignored or denied that what happens in this world < ol
is not chance, but G-d's Will

We have been jealous of others; been stingy with Tzedaka, read improper books;

listened to and accepted Lashon HaRa; not been careful with Kriyat Sh'ma...

We have been wicked; done sins that are particularly identified with ’lJS?'(Z}ﬁ
wickedness, such as hitting others, stealing, planning to sin T - T

We have pursued honor; quarreled for no good reason; ran after temptations...

We have corrupted our character; been arrogant; extremely angry; unnw'
vulgar - sins which affect one's character s

We have - lied; forgotten G-d and our commitment to Him; were silent when we
should have objected; gloated over another's misfortune; hated others; squandered
physical & spiritual energies...

We have been abominable; have become loathsome to G-d; 13290
immorality; idolatry; haughtiness; anger s
We have desired sinful things; belittled the Torah,; we did not take the opportunity

to repent; were not careful with our Tfilin; were sloppy with davening...

We have strayed; drifted further away from G-d 19°9 0
rather than getting closer to Him ol

You have let us go astray (we lost the merit to have Your help); 1IYPYN
we have misused freedom of choice for ourselves and others CETRT

In summary... We have veered from Your ToBYAN  PDI¥HAN 1110
mitzvot and good rules, and that hasn't been v s L
worth it at all. We acknowledge that Your | DX A1 MY N‘T! ,2°29017
judgments against us are just, because You act | 5 31by xag D3 by Takh
truthfully and we have brought evil upon i vt T T W
ourselves. (Nonetheless, please forgive us... SAVWAT IR DPWY NN

What can we say to You, G-d; You know everything; nothing is hidden before You...
nipoan 72 X9 ,oopnw 123w 97a0 2031 mY ,0in 2w I KY 7n
53 woin PR o7 93 *N0 NINIPYNY ,07IY °17 Y7 IPKR Y790 PR NIy
“TPY T3 001 PR, A 02Y1 127 PR 271 NPY3 123,103 >
Therefore, may it be Your will that You forgive, pardon, and atone our many sins...
J1DRYI 93 DYy 1Y nPonY ,Irniar R TR ‘7,770 13¥7 %70 1929
APYWYD 93 By 919799007 ,93° 0923y 92 B 317 Drnn
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After summarizing, we once again use an alphabetical format (this time, a double
alphabetical arrangement) to enumerate a multitude of sins. And once again, the custom is
to strike the heart (left side of the chest) for each AL CHEIT...

For the sin that we have sinned before You... (repeated for each)

accidentally (or under duress) and willingly - even when we
don't mean to sin, we still must repent, for it indicates a lack in us that
we sinned. How much more so, when it is intentional

PID7 INLAY KOO PY
;79727 DIND

through hardness of the heart - refusing to admit that we might be

T30 3IRLOY XV PP

wrong often results in sin. We have to be more humble... a5 7R3
through ignorance - lack of Torah learning results in doing the wrong | 72305 3axvwW Xwn Yy
thing. Rather than plead ignorance, we must strive for greater S SO
knowledge ,ﬂi_?'lf ’1733

with words - many sins, especially related to misuse of the power of
speech, such as flippant oaths, cursing, gossip. We must be more careful
of what emerges from our lips...

T30 1IRLOY RV PV
DD2W 123

in public or in private - sins in public are potential Chilul HaShem;
sins in private often indicate fear of what others will think, but a
disregard for what G-d thinks. Negative either way.

327 ROV XN Y
NP2 *1933

through immorality - this includes a wide variety of sins and includes
the sins themselves as well as that which a person does that causes lust
and leads to the more serious sins...

T397 RVOY KU 7YY
,NiMY %1732

with harsh speech - generally, this refers to misuse of the power of
speech in all forms; specifically, it refers to speaking harshly to someone
and unjustly hurting his/her feelings.

TR 1INPIY KU oY
.79 77272

with knowledge and deceit - refers to using our knowledge
in order to deceive and take advantage of others.
Also includes deceiving ourselves.

TID7 1INVAY KO 7Y
137023 NYTA

through thoughts - this includes fantasizing about sin; such thoughts
are the root of sin and also interfere with Torah learning and davening.
"l was ONLY thinking about..." is no excuse.

TR 1INPIY KU 7Y
.27 1372

through wronging a fellow - deceiving, taking advantage of a friend,
etc,; also refers to unfair treatment in business

T327 1RLOY RV 7YY
»¥7 DRI

by insincere confession - T'shuva must be "in your mouth and

in your heart, to do..." Let our words motivate us to sincere repentance
and let our sincere repentance be accompanied

by proper VIDUI (VIDUI can start or 'cap' the T'shuva process)

T307 INLAY XN 7Y
.18 71772

in immoral gatherings - being part of a group whose conversations
are improper can easily lead one astray.
"But everyone else was there!" is not a reason or excuse

T397 1RLAY KOO 7YY
N7 NPV

willfully and carelessly - even when we did not mean to sin,
we have what to repent - we should have been more careful, etc.

P07 1RLAY KOO 7Y
133023 73772

by belittling parents (incl. in-laws!) and teachers - this is not only
something we do or say, but even something we think. It all is wrong
and it threatens the strength of the Chain of Tradition.

P57 1INLOY XTI 7Y
,071923 0137 Pr712
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by exercising power - it is wrong to use one's power to intimi- date

T30 1NNV KU Oy

feature of humans. And, foolish speech often leads to action.

others; one must not arrogantly act superior over others. )70 PThB
through desecration of G-d's Name - includes major Chilul :Is_]g'p 1URVAY RO P
HaShem as well as relatively minor acts which cause a lowering AN ,7 b ’
of the respect for G-d or Torah in the eyes of others. Qw3 277 ﬂﬂ
through foolish speech - "why do we say stupid things?" One TI0Y 1IRLAY KOO SY
has to repent this too, since speech is such a precious & powerful o 'l'-.'; I'NWDUJ

through impure lips - this is one of several references to improper
speech; in this case, the subject is vulgar language
and cursing.

P07 RLIY KO 7
,0°NDW NXHL2

with the Evil Inclination - we sometimes fail to fight our
Yeitzer HaRa - rather flirt with it, then give in to it and follow it.

T30 1INOY KU oY
VU7 1503

knowingly and unknowingly - we want to repent even sins that we
are unaware of having done. Also, sins against others who may or may
not know what we've said about or done to them.

T30 Py Xy oy
0°y79 X923 YT

377982 ,317 D 137 170 ,Ninh0 Fi5K 072 Dy

For all of these sins, G-d of Forgiveness, forgive us, pardon us, atone for us.

(These are different levels of forgiveness - commentators disagree concerning the terminology. Basically, we ask
G-d to forgive what we've done, not to punish us for it, not to even hold a sin against us, and to completely erase it,
as if we never did it. Some suggest that S'LACH is to forgive, but not necessarily to forget. M'CHAL is more - maybe

like forgiven & forgotten.)

by yielding to bribery - monetary bribery as well as flattery with
ulterior motives are insidious to honest dealings among people. Bribery
and flattery can blind one and cause a multitude of sins

in their wakes.

T357 1ROV Ku1 vy
.Y N33

through denial and false promises - we have not been honest,
neither with G-d nor with our fellow human beings.

Remember: this need not be a chronic condition, we must repent even
the minor instances of dishonestly. "I'm basically honest, but..." Not
good either.

T397 NRVOY XU O
27227 W23

with Lashon HaRa - another misuse of the power of speech.

A particularly serious sin because it often results in permanent damage
to a person's reputation, even when groundless.

"But it's true" is not an acceptable excuse for Lashon HaRa.

Neither is "l was only joking".

T30 MRPNY XN Yy
Y3 1092

through fooling around - not taking someone's reproach of us
seriously, laughing it off, will impede T'shuva. Ridiculing others, joking
at someone else's expense are serious offenses.

T397 NRVOY KO W
7i%72
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in business - business ethics and proper behavior in the market place
are just as much a part of Halacha as is fasting on Yom Kippur or
keeping Shabbat. Extra warning: these kinds of sin often involve Chilul
HaShem and are often disregarded by many

TID7 1NVAY KVD VY
NfalaRERN Ak

with food & drink - one should not pat himself on the back for
keeping kosher; one needs to carefully answer the question: "Am | as
careful and as strict as | ought to be?" Included in this sin are not making
brachot properly, sloppy benching, careless washing for meals, poor
table manners, gluttony, stinginess with guests...

T307 1IRLIY KOO 7YY
MY 2283

through interest and extortion - taking or paying interest on
personal loans is forbidden. Besides the sin, it causes one to become
hard-hearted.

T30 1IRLOY RV 2y
"2 W13

through haughtiness - arrogance is a particularly reprehensible
character trait. We must repent sins that result from it as well as work on
ridding ourselves of this negative characteristic.

P30%7 1RLIY KOO PP
7973 novIa

with prying eyes - this includes looking at forbidden things, invasion
of privacy of others, expressing disapproval of others
with a raised eyebrow

TID7 MNVAY KVD VY
JY Mpwa

with idle chatter - yet another expression of the misuse of speech.
Here it can refer to davening and benching without kavana, as well as
pointless and time-wasting conversation.

T397 RVNY KU 7YY
APpinSt M3

with haughty eyes - looking down at others. This is parallel to
the earlier reference to haughtiness, a particularly negative trait.

T397 1RPIY KV 7Y
N7 o°ya

with brazenness - acting without shame and a bit of natural
embarrassment is a contributory factor to a host of other sins

P30%7 1RLAY KOO PV
IS NIV

377982 ,337 D 937 Y0 ,Ninho 3,072 3

in throwing off the Yoke - we exist to learn Torah, perform
mitzvot, and be good people. Many sins come from shirking our
responsibilities.

TID7 1INVAY KVD YV
7Y N*103

in judgment - refers to sins of unfair judgment, in the formal

T397 RYNY KU oY)

courtroom as well as in everyday life. It even refers to judging G-d. .nq’js'?gj
through entrapping a fellow - taking advantage of others, T307 1KLY XOD 7Y
manipulating people for our own purposes ol n'r-‘g:

through a begrudging eye - being jealous and stingy.
Finding excuses for not giving Tzedaka or being generous with
others. Not helping others.

T3D7 1IRLOY RV PP
QY DIX2

through lightheadedness - we are often frivolous. This is
especially inappropriate in shul and when learning Torah or
davening.

T307 NPV KOO 7Y
,WXT nibpa

with stubbornness - refusing to recognize that we might be
wrong. Not learning from experience. Not taking constructive
criticism. This is a major obstacle to T'shuva, and we must repent
this in order to repent other things too.

T397 RUNY KU 7YY
W Nrwp3
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with "licking one's lips".

enthusiastically - One must examine his wrongdoings and TI0Y 1IRVIY KUA 5y
see if there is the added sin of doing them with a smile or L L s

Y77 D231 NE2

by gossiping - The prohibition includes Lashon HaRa and character
assassination, but also includes telling tales with

no intention to hurt anyone. It is all too frequent that people .nI9°973
get hurt from plain gossip. s

T307 INLOY XU oYY

regard.

through vain oaths - swearing falsely or frivolously can damage
the underpinnings of interpersonal relationships as well as being a
serious lack of respect to G-d. One has to be extremely careful in this ,N"!W nyq:zp';

TR XYY XN 7Y

through baseless hatred - do you hate a person when you should
really be hating the wrong things that he does?. This distinction is

T307 IRV KU oYY

joined with others in evil.

crucial for the proper growth and development .03 nXIwa
of Klal Yisrael. GRS
in matters of "giving a hand" - we have been callous TI0% 1IRLIY RUA 5y

towards the needs of others. Also, we have sometimes

T NIWN2

through confusion - this refers to a diminished faith in G-d caused 0% 1IRLOY KWV 5P
by not seeing G-d's hand in everything and by doubting the validity R S
of the Torah and the authority of halacha.

.22% 1innng

3197992 ,927 Drm 937 90 ,Nineho 3K 072 By

After enumerating different kinds of sins, we ask for forgiveness of sins according to punishment & style:

For sins which would
require a sacrifice in the
Beit HaMikdash, then for
those which one gets
corporal or capital
punishment from Beit
Din or penalties from
Heaven.

Then we mention sins of
commission and
omission, sins we know
about and those of which
we - but not G-d - are
unaware

129V 0775y 0721 1RY RLN PV
DRV D77y D370 IKY DRVIT 7YY
TP 121V 127 DY D02 XY DRV 1)

120 DYRYRT) DYR O72Y D727 XY DRYI 791

D377 Do Df_l”?_l? 023 1JNIZ7 o397y 5;7'[
DY NP7 DY D737 1Y DRV 7YY
DR T3 N DY DI ARY DRV 7YY
SV N2 DY D3I IRY DRYIT 0¥

17 172 NINH V2R 0PV 00257 XY D°RVT 7Y

DI A2 W 1°2 ,7yn XY nign DY oy nign by .pam 217,070 7o

un‘n‘r nx .13‘7 07173 OPRY DX 17 on1b3 NY SWY DI A2 PRY 729,70y

73 o 1’39'7 thy uvm DIRY NXY 5 m*;y -|'7 3279 1339'7 DX 723 13‘7

u‘m&; = 1§~&:51 132 r:'%ﬁﬂw wﬁ-ﬁ‘ﬁm ’-:'b mmﬁﬂ PRIV 272,093

DIy o RILY TIP0 NOK v> NG DT TIETDDTN Mg
TR KR 2901 29 723 937 X 799207 7971 197 923 11
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www.brickstone.co.il

Clal building, 36 Ext.2

97 yafo street, Jerusalem.

W Rechavia: Beautiful and ]
spaceous 3 room apartment in
“Jan authentic Mandator
building. Narkis Street,
on 1°* floor + 2 balconies (one
Sukkah).

8 Rechavia: 4-room Garden,
apartment close to Sh’arei |

B Chessed. 100 sgm + garden;in
rivate use and two balconies.
3 sgm storage room with a

d window.
Jerusalem of Gold, City Center
full Sukkah balcony. Beautiful
view, Parking & storage. 24/7

j & Doorman and pool.

Savyon View Residence, City
Center. Gorgeous 3 room
apartment. 86 sgm + 11 sqm
balcony on 2nd floor. 3

e exposures, fully furnished.

HaNevi’im Boutique, City
Center; Beautiful 2 room apart

pl
g

N ¢ ;

e Ny W Prestigjous project. 71 sgm + balcony on 4"
T & Z floor with Shabbat elevator. Pr
= " == and astorage.
4T =

14 King David Street, Jerusalem

www.JHomes.co.il HOMES

§4 sgm

near Rechavia. 75 sgm + 8 sqm

Arnona: Beautiful4 ™
and 5 room apartments
forin a new boutique
project in Revadim.
Option to create a 313
Sgm Penthouse plus 78
sgm balconies. Private
parking.

Old Katamon: 4 room
apartment in a modern
building after Tama 38.
95 sgm on 1° floor with
. elevator plus balcony.

" Huge common garden

g for Sukkot.

Baka: Large 2-room
apartment ina modern
building at the heart of
Derech Beit Lechem. 68
sgm + 14 sgm balcony on
~ ground floor. Parking and
s storage,
mentina

ivate parking i‘:‘
-

S
L

Yoav Ben Dayan
050-272-1222

Iﬁ_:éﬁ Ben Dayan
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Asking price -

4,650,000 NIS
Agent fee - 2% + VAT

Property Highlights

92.550M - Apt. Sthfloor - 4 steps
@ i @ to the apartment

YYam Suf Street, Ramat Eshkol. @ 3bedrooms «]’ Elevator
This beautifully renovated 4-room -
apartment is not just a place to live —
it’s a smart investment with strong
rental income potential and long-term
value. Currently rented for 4,000
USD/montbh, this apartment is ideal for
those planning Aliyah in the future or
simply looking to grow their portfolio
with a solid, high-demand asset in the

heart of Jerusalem.

VIEW KITCHEN

@ 2uttbathrooms @ Contral AC/heat
w Saferoom G' ::::l:(lnq round the
e

@wy 2Balconies

LIVING ROOM

BUYING AND
SELLING
PROPERTIES

PROPERTY
MANAGER

Owr firm specializes in all
aspects of residential and
commercial real estate in
Israel as well as Israeli
property tax. We also
specialize in wills, trusts
and estates and advise
clients with asset
planning and the transfer
of wealth.

With offices in Jerusalem and
Ramat Gan, aur firm has
gained expearience in many
Tarma 38 and Pinui Binui
projects. In Jerusalem alone,
aur office is involved in
projects in 41 Herzog St, 54-
56 Azza St, 35 Alfasi St, 41
Kakal 5t 3 Osishkin 5t.. 21
HaRav Barlin 5t 12 Mehalkei
HaMayim 3t. and many more.

S

1T T o

L R

FEATURING ISI l\\ l{"))&)

SUNDAY

17:00

ALYN HOSPIT

OCTOBER

., JERUSALEM

ELEGANT MEHADRIN DINNER RECEPTION
& LIVE PERFORMANCE

LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE
SCAN TO BUY TICKETS

VIP TICKETS
AVAILABLE!

GILAT.ORG.IL
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in Law

Your Inheritanceis

WORTH
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Secure your rights with our
Legal Expertise.
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THERAPEUTIC
PAIN CLINIC
SHAAREI HAIR BUILDING
JERUSALEM

COMPREHENSIVE PAIN
MANAGEMENT * TRIGGER
POINT & JOINT INJECTIONS
* FIBROMYALGIA &
CHRONIC PAIN PROGRAMS *
PERSONALIZED TREATMENT
PLANS * QUICK-ACCESS
PRIVATE CONSULTATIONS

CALL AND SET YOUR
APPOINTMENT:

053-546-2310

THE LEAK
DETECTIVES

'
st T

~ T
We get it right ™

Water Leaks? Mold and Mildew?
Peeling or Bubbling Paint?

TIFY

* Infrared thermal imaging inspections.
+ Certified professional trained |
» Comprehensive reports.

* Inspections for Insurance claims,

* Pipe cameras, Tracer gas.

* Acoustic testing, balloon tests and more.
+ Waterproofing, plumbing, rocfing.

- Inspection before purchase.

L

for a FREE
itation

053-712-0322

GARDEN PARADISE FOR SALE IN KATAMON

PEACEFUL, BEAUTIFUL, GARDEN DUPLEX APARTMENT
122 SQM ON TWO LEVELS, 4.5 BEDROOMS, 3 FULL BATHS,
PRIVATE REGISTERED GARDEN FULL OF FRUIT TREES,
PRIVATE PARKING, ELEVATOR, MAMAD, EXCELLENT
CONDITION.

ASKING PRICE: NIS 8,150,000

QUAINT 1 BDRM FOR SALE IN KATAMON

2 ROOM APT FOR SALE DIRECTLY ABOVE THE GARDEN
APT! BRIGHT AND COMPACT 34 SQM., 3 AIR DIRECTIONS,
INCLUDES MAMAD, SUKKAH BALCONY, ELEVATOR,
PRIVATE HEAT, AND A/C. -

ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,150,000

Ilana Nelson  054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il
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On Yom Kippur there are five particular
items that are restricted, known as inuyim
or afflictions. The Torah dictates:!

NIN D927 DY M0 YWD UTNY 71wyl X

DYDY TN DIPW) 027 M UTp NN

But you must celebrate the tenth of this
seventh month as a Day of Atonement, a holy
occasion. You must afflict yourselves...

On Yom Kippur in addition to a prohibition
on work (issur melakha) we are instructed to
“afflict ourselves”. How is this to be defined?
Hazal extrapolate that there are five major
activities that are prohibited: eating, drinking,
wearing leather shoes, washing and having
relations. Let us explore the purpose of these
prohibitions. We will offer three perspectives.

1. Vayikra 23:27

MWl Ny

o1 PR N PO DI 7INY

Sonia Rottenberg v~
On her 8™ yahrzeit 17 Tishrei

Mark & Livia Rottenberg
Shopsy & Miriam Kanarek

RABBI SHALOM

RAV KEHILLA, NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM MACHON LEV

There is a tragic Gemara in Mesehet Taanit
(21), which we will review with a positive
spin on it. The story is told about Nahum Ish
Gamzu. He was the Rebbi of Rabbi Akiva.

Nahum ish gamzu was a Tzadik. He
became blind in both eyes, his two arms
were amputated, he was totally mutilated
and was full of boils. His talmidim inquired
as to why he suffered so much. He explained
that he brought this tragic state upon himself.
He once hesitated when helping a poor man.
He told him to wait until he got off his donkey
to give him some food. The poor individual
died before Nahum could provide him with
food. Nahum was so distraught that he did
not provide assistance sooner to this indi-
vidual in need. Nahum requested that the
eyes that didn’t have proper mercy should
be blinded. The legs that did not act quick
enough should be amputated. He articulates
various limbs and body parts that did not act
with proper sympathy.

Perhaps we can derive an important lesson
from this Gemara. Not in terms of punishment
but in terms of purpose. Every part of our
body, every limb, every talent that we were
gifted by Hakadosh Baruch Hu we should use
properly. On Yom Kippur we need to cleanse
each one of our senses, to purge them and then
to channel them for avodat Hashem.

In the prayer we recite immediately prior
to the Kol Nidre service, Tefillat Zakah, we
address specifically that. Through not eating,
we should correct all the inappropriate eating
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we have engaged in throughout the year.
Eating without a brakha, without washing
or benching. The legs that took me to inappro-
priate venues. The eyes that may have viewed
inappropriate scenes. We refer to our limbs,
the manner in which they impacted our lives
and seek to cleanse them, so that they all can
be directed to enable us to properly serve
our Creator.

To use a modern term, Yom Kippur is about
rebooting our lives. Sometimes we get frozen.
When our computer freezes, the only way to
get it to work is to restart it. Yom Kippur is
our restart button. We focus on every area of
our life. Eating, drinking, walking, working
and we go to the other extreme in order to
in a sense turn off and restart.

The Gemara in Yoma (79) teaches us
that the amount to be consumed in order
to violate the prohibition of eating on Yom
Kippur is different from the typical quantity
required for other purposes. Usually the shiur
is a k’zayit (size of an olive). With respect to
the prohibition of eating on Yom Kippur it
is a larger shiur, the size of a date. Why is
there a larger quantity that is required in
order to violate the prohibition of eating on
Yom Kippur? The Torah does not state “do
not eat.” It states: “afflict yourselves.” Hazal
determined that if one consumes less than
a date, they are still in a state of affliction.

On Yom Kippur, we cannot eat or wash. We
feel agitated, uncomfortable, out of sorts, we
don’t feel like ourselves. That is the purpose!
To feel our humanness. To recognize we do
not have everything we need. Experiencing
physical deficiencies leads us to contemplate
our spiritual inadequacies as well. When
we are relaxed and comfortable it is more

HUNDREDS OF

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

Clear, informative, comfortable.
Very recommended!!

Rav Shalom Rosner

Rav Kehilla, Nofei Haskemesh Flnges,
Rosh Kellel, Mazhen Lev e E
ey

Write Your Halachic Will Today

halachicwill.com

Rav Menachem Copperman

et
Certified Dayan & Expert Vo

in Jewish Law "

0544-731052
info@kadatvkadin.com

UV

difficult to focus on introspection. When we
are uncomfortable, we recognize our vulner-
ability, that we are finite and consider our
purpose on this earth. The first step towards
meaningful repentance is being shaken up.
To be out of our comfort zone.?

The third idea is the opposite of the second
idea. There are many commentaries that sug-
gest that being uncomfortable on Yom Kippur
is not the goal. The Gemara tells us in Yoma
(78) that there were some Amoraim that tried
to find ways of keeping cool on Yom Kippur
in place of a shower. They did not require
one to suffer from the heat.

The Gemara states as follows: NP 27 N

2. Rashi tells us in Parashat Eikav, ein adam
morid b’Hakadosh Barukh Hu elah mitoh
sviah. We rebel against Hashem when we feel
satiated.

OU ISRAEL CENTER 43



M52 NOXN? 97N you could take cold fruits
and rub it on yourself on Yom Kippur in order
to cool off. Nowadays there is a new fad to
place a cold ice pack around one’s neck. There
is nothing wrong with it. The prohibition is
to wash. Other forms of cooling off would be
permitted. One is not required to suffer.

One of the reasons given for eating on the
ninth of Tishre is so that it is easier to fast on the
tenth (Yom Kippur).? The Rosh* is even more
expansive and states: DJ0XY 1D —prepare
yourselves for fasting. Hashem only requires
one day of fasting. The only weekday of the year
that it is a mitzvah d’oraita to eat is on erev Yom
Kippur. Strengthen yourself to eat and drink,
so that you will be able to fast tomorrow and
make it a meaningful experience.

The Rambam in Sefer Hamitzvot does not

list the mitzvot in the order they appear as
the Sefer HaHinukh does. Rather, he has
clusters of mitzvot. The mitzvah preceding
the prohibition of eating on Yom Kippur® is
the prohibition of being a ben sorer umoreh
(a glutton). The prohibition of focusing too
much on food is followed by the mitzva to
fast on Yom Kippur.

What is the connection between ben sorer
umoreh and Yom Kippur? The ben sorer
umoreh priorities gashmiyut (luxuries). He
seeks the pleasures of this world and steals
to satisfy his desires. Perhaps on Yom Kippur
we escape the physical world so we can focus
on our spirituality. To be angelic, removed
from physical pleasures.

Rav Mirsky, in the third volume of
Hegyonei Halakha¥®, notes that the word

3. Rashi Devarim 11: 16
4. Piske HaRosh Yoma 8:22

5. Mitzva 195
6. Rav Mirsky, Hegyonei Halakha volume 3
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infuse familiar songs with inspiration.
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ne’ilah is usually interpreted as the gates
of heaven are closing. Perhaps there is an
alternative interpretation. It is not just the
gates closing upstairs, but we have to lock
that feeling in our hearts and take it
with us. When we declare D910 X '
- Hashem is our master! We change the nusah
to hatmeinu 10NN- it is to be sealed above
and sealed on our hearts. We have to take this
spiritually uplifting day with us throughout
the rest of the year.

To summarize, what is the purpose of the
five afflictions for us?

Number one, they are meant to cleanse, so
we could reboot every aspect in our lives.
Our eating, our drinking, our seeing, our
work. Number two, to feel uncomfortable.

page 63

To feel not like ourselves. To feel dependent,
to feel lacking. To recognize our dependence
on Hakadosh Barukh Hu. Number three, to
be angelic. To recognize that we are in a
different world on Yom Kippur.

As Yom Kippur approaches, may we be
able to incorporate all three aspects and
contemplate before Whom we are standing.
To know we have the ability to restart- as a
new person, who will not succumb to desires.
To be able to focus on our spirituality and to
“lock it inside us” and carry it with us so that
this year’s Yom Kippur experience is truly
meaningful and life-changing.
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French Hill Prestigious
Mevo HaMa'avak street !
Large Cottage with bomb
shelter attached

of YOUR property,

o CALL ME
. , “‘—,' Alyssa Friedland
15 & +972-54-668-4111
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FOR SALE

Amazing Penthouse on
Harav Berlin (Harav Brodi) - Kiryat Shmuel
walk to Rehavia/ Old Katamon
with panoramic views to Knesset / Israel Museum

Beautifully maintained

Baka investment 5 rooms / 2 baths ,

Currently 4 rms with possibility to add d

opportunity ! Also great for
young couples !On Derech
Beit Lechem in the heart of
Baka , near Rivka 3.5 rooms
+ 2 toilets + balcony ( not
sukkah ), 80 sqm In very
good condition 7th floor
with elevator Private storage
room Gated parking for
residents only !

on 2 levels , large sukkah
balcony ,Dead Sea view !
Open floorplan- large kosher
Walk to light rail / Ramat
Eshkol,
Price 5,350,000 NIS

Asking only 2,650,000 NIS

2 large sukkah balconies (65 sqm + 45 sqm )
4th floor with Elevator ,
building parking for residents only
Needs renovation, has amazing potential
( photos for illustration purposes only )
5,500,000 NIS
Alyssa Friedland

+972-54-668-4111 alyssal@014.net.il

www.remaxjerusalem.com

Talbieh Luxury- Prestigious
Balfour street
Mandate property —high ceilings
3 rooms ( huge master ensuite
with walk-in closet)

2 full bathrooms +
3 balconies (not sukkah)
112sqm (tabu)
1st floor (no elevator)
private storage,
all appliances included
(Furniture purchase option)
7,400,000 NIS
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

Core
Confession

Aseret Yemei Teshuvah and Yom Kippur are
the special times during the year designated
for introspection and reflection. Often, when
these days come around, we feel a frustration
as we compare our current state to years
before and think that we haven’t made much
progress or effected much improvement since
the previous year. Upon reflection, we may
notice that each year we attempt to do teshu-
vah for the same sins and often wonder why
we haven’t met with more success. What are

In Loving Memory of

Tsvi Hersh ben Menachem

Mendel 271 (Harold Klaff)
on his 37" yahrzeit - 4 Tishrei

and
Chana bat Tsvi Hersh a”h

(Lolly Dan)
on her 21st yahrzeit - 5 Tishrei

and
Avraham Yisroel ben Shlomo

Zalman z”1 (Avrome Dan)
on his 38th yahrzeit - 1% day of Succot

May their wonderful Neshamot
have Aliyot

Debbie & Herby Dan

we missing?

Rabbi Kluger in My Sole Desire notes that
teshuvah is not simply about correcting a
behavior or attitude, that is only an outer
manifestation of the problem. True teshu-
vah is getting to the root of the issue. We can
compare this to one who takes medication
addressing the symptom of pain his body
feels, heedless of the primary cause of the
pain. In a derashah on the topic of teshuvah,
the Meiri explains that one must examine his
inner thoughts and explore the middot that
lead him to sin. Yeshayahu Hanavi teaches,
“yazov rasha darko, ve’ish aven machshevotav
- The wicked shall give up his way, and the
man of iniquity his thoughts.” (Yeshayahu
55:7) Indeed, most of our sins are symptoms
of an underlying jealousy, desire, honor, emp-
tiness or feeling unworthy.

Rav Eisenberger in Mesilot Bilvavam
expounds that the Torah injunction to
uproot avodah zarah provides a model for
approaching teshuvah as well. When one
analyzes the prevalent sins in his life, he
will find repeating patterns of behavior and
habit loops and thus, introspection enables
a person to identify the triggers responsible
for his actions and reactions. For example,
one may notice that he constantly puts down
the efforts of others and is critical of their
decisions and choices. Upon further reflection
he may discover a fragile self-esteem, and
this is his way of boosting his feeling of value
and importance. Instead of self-criticism and
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putting oneself down, we can find ways to
address our limitations with humor and hon-
esty, channeling our strengths with positivity
and purpose.

Uprooting the ‘zarah,’ the parts of us that
are foreign and disconnected from our
authentic core will generate a domino-like
effect on all our behaviors and attitudes,
effecting teshuvah that is real and lasting.

This idea is reflected in the haftarah
that we read on Shabbat Shuvah. “Shuvah
Yisrael ad Hashem Elokecha ki kashalta
be’avonecha - Return, O Israel, to Hashem,
for you have stumbled in your iniquity.”
(Hoshea 14:2) Rashi, always sensitive to the
nuances of the text, addresses an obvious
question. An ‘avon’is a sin one does delib-
erately, stumbling implies falling over some-
thing that he didn’t notice. How can these
two exist simultaneously? Rashi answers,
“Obstacles have come to you because of
your iniquity.”

A person starts with a conscious sin which
unwittingly spirals into many more sins. The
key is in finding and addressing the funda-
mental challenge which will result in a broad
change.

These ten days between Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur is the time to discover the
root of our obstacles and pinpoint the bar-
riers to growth. A small kabbalah taken on
toward that end will lead us to connect with
our most authentic selves, the pure Divine
Will deep within every one of us. m

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418

Close to Rechavia, luxurious apt in Jerusalem
of Gold residence, 165 sqm on one
Jevel,Sukkah terraces,views, doorman,pool, gym

Sumptuous Garden apt 230 sqm in
Talbieh, 150 sqﬁn private garden, enjoy S-star
e

hotel facilities. ady to move in

b

Unique Penthouse in quiet Old Katamon, 376
sqm with 64 Sukkah terrace, spectacular views,
spacious layout built to top standards

Two apts for long-term rental in the luxurious
Dubnov 1 residence Talbich, from 153 sqm to 270
sqm, sukkah terraces, luxurious lobby, doorman

T&T INVESTMENTS  |oEXol
Deborah Touitou +972-54-480-4767 k1

www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il E
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il
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THE RIDG!

AN ARIEL KOTLER DEVELOPMENT

STARTING FROM
6,500,000 [

5=

AMERICAN QUALITY

3 FLOORS / 5 BEDROOMS
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
HIGH END FINISHINGS

SPACIOUS GARDEN

FUN ACTIVITIES FOR THE KIDS:

SIGN UP BY SCANNING THE QR CODE & WE WILL SEND

YOU DETAILS OF WHERE THE FUN WILL BE HAPPENING
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Since October7, -

Israel Magen Fund has;
been on the front lines

—responding fast and
equipping soldiers
with a host of
essential supplies and
vital equipment.

Fa

THIS NEW YEAR,
COMMEMORATE A LOVED
ONE'S YIZKOR
OR YAHRTZEIT WITH A
PERSONALIZED DEDICATION
CERTIFICATE.

G'MAR CHATIM
CHAG SAMEACH

ISRAEL MAGEN FUND
TNIW' DR NP

I SOLDIER .

. . Since 2024, we've
-“‘equipped 1,000 Hesder
.+ Yeshiva recruits with
7 kits. -

~ With your help, we'll

_ double that number—;,
2,000 soldier kits in the -

~ —coming mgr_ﬂbs. 2 /

= -

= T

2

TOVA -

For more information:

israelmagenfund.org () 0547809175

® Office@israelmagenfund.org

Adopt a Soldier is a campaign of the Israel Magen Fund, a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit in the U.S. and an authorized Israeli amutah (Reg. #580724318).




ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
Al ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

JERUSALEM

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM
MAGNIFICENT PRIVATE HOUSE
FOR SALE IN THE GERMAN COLONY
Beautiful, rare Arab-style 6-room “stand alone”
house, 217 Sq.m. on a large plot, 500 Sq.m
beautiful surrounding garden, original floors,
high ceilings, quiet pastoral location, minutes
walk from Emek Refaim shops and restaurants,
Orient hotel, First Station and more. Exclusive!
Galila 053-6642512

IN THE QUIET HEART OF OLD KATAMON
One of akind! In a small boutique building,
6-room “Pent-Cottage”, huge open (Sukkah)
terrace, view, 4 exposures, private entrance, high
ceilings, private land, near synagogues, play-
grounds, shops. Exclusive! Moshe 053-6305725

IN THE HEART OF YEMIN MOSHE
Rare & unique, 2.5 room apartment, authentic
building, arched windows, convenient &
efficient design, near green parks, synagogues,
the Cinematheque, the Khan Theatre, The Old
City, The 1st Station & Mamilla shopping
& entertainment centers, major luxury hotels
& more. ExclusweI Galila 053 6642512

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

Fully Subsidized Therapy
for Teens and Young Adults

CROSSROADS professional
Social Workers are here to i
offer therapy to'teens and &
young adults to help them &
navigate life’s challenges.

We welcome GAP Year

Students, Soldiers, Bnot S.h'erut,
Israeli Teens, and Young Adults:

CALL US:

©
©

If you are in a crisis,
call our 24/7 HOTLINE

\217 050-468-5463

@ @crossroadsjerusalem
gg; crossroadsjerusalem.org

@Yaffo 34, Jerusalem CROSSROADS
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HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM
FOLDING CHAIRS

* STYLE & COMFORT Eijﬁ'ﬂ.
* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS ﬁ
« STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS ="~
* FAST DELIVERY _

L
am Aaron Renner
(L) +972-55-958-4080
i Amadlan100@gmail.com
Q King George 20 - Jerusalem

€ OLDEES

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181

Loans with Dignity.
Impact that Lasts.

Amid war, inflation, and restrictions,
Israelis are facing an economic crisis.

- @

Back Ogen today
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AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

Gilad grew up in a warm, Torah home in
Bnei Brak but drifted from observance as
he got older. He left behind the familiarity
of ritual and mitzvos, left behind his family,
and moved in with a non-observant relative.
Gilad continued to distance himself from
tradition, his life spiraling further from his
upbringing, until he became engaged to a
non-Jewish woman.

Even the non-observant relative was shaken.
While unable to dissuade Gilad from the
engagement, he did convince him to go home
for one Shabbos to speak openly and honestly
with his parents. Gilad agreed on the condi-
tion that the visit would be on his terms; for
instance, he would smoke on Shabbos, openly,
in front of his family. He wanted them to see
him for who ‘he really was’. With broken
hearts, his parents agreed to the meeting,
since more than anything they wanted their
son to know: ‘You are always ours, and this is
always your home; you are always welcome.’

Each Shabbos afternoon, Gilad’s father
would go to a shiur given by Rav Aharon Leib
Shteinman. On the Shabbos of Gilad’s visit,
as his father was heading out the door, he
casually and without any expectation invited
Gilad to join him. He was shocked when his
son agreed, put on a kipah and headed out the

RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

door together with him. After the shiur, they
both approached the Rosh Yeshivah. With
pain in his voice, the father confided, “My
son is not shomer Shabbos; he is far from
the Yidishkeit of his youth.”

Rav Shteinman turned to Gilad. “How long
have you not kept Shabbos?”

“Two years,” Gilad answered flatly.

“And in that time, did you ever have a
hirhur teshuvah, a passing thought of return
to Yidishkeit?” “Yes,” Gilad said after a pause.
“Maybe something like four times.”

“Four times? And how long did each
thought of change last?”

“About ten minutes.”

Reb Aharon Leib’s face lit up, and excitedly
exclaimed, “So for forty minutes over the past
two years, you had the status of *>yaw Dpn
DTNY DX NN P>TX = TN NIVN
‘In a place where those who repent stand
perfectly righteous people cannot stand!”
(Berachos 34b). You are counted among the
baalei teshuvah, a place so high that even
perfect tzaddikim cannot stand there. For
that, I am jealous of you! Gut Shabbos.”

The words struck deep. Gilad left the shiur,
but Rav Shteinman’s blessing did not leave
him. After much introspection and inner
struggle, he broke off his engagement and
began to turn his life around.

Later, when asked what moved him to
accept his father’s invitation that Shabbos,
Gilad shared a memory. Back in fourth grade,
his class in cheder had gone for a farher, to
take a test with Rav Aharon Leib. At the
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rebbi’s request, the Rosh Yeshivah asked very
simple questions. When it was Gilad’s turn,
he couldn’t answer. Rav Aharon Leib asked
an easier question. Again, Gilad didn’t know.
A third, even easier — still, no response was
forthcoming.

When the farher was through, each boy
lined up to receive a candy from the Rosh
Yeshiva. As Gilad approached, Rav Shteinman
paused. With his typical warmth, he told the
young boy:

“In Yiddishkeit, we reward effort, not
results. The other boys exerted effort to
answer one question, so I gave them each one
candy. You worked hard on three questions -
so you deserve three candies.” With a smile,
Rav Shteinman handed him three treats.

“The kindness, sensitivity and encourage-
ment of the Rosh Yeshiva that day never left
me. That’s why I agreed to meet him again.
And at my lowest point, he showed me that
Hashem cherishes any small step that I can
manage at that moment. That’s when I knew
I could come back.”

MY 7253 250 NNINT XD NWND W)
M YW DIPNI 7PNHIPOR MY P> 192 R

“The main aspect of teshuvah is the thought
in the heart. Through it, a person is now
called a complete tzadik, even if he was pre-
viously a complete rasha.” (Rebbe Tzadok
haKohen of Lublin, Takanas haShavin)

We never know when we will experience a
transformative thought, interaction or desire
for goodness: “Through hirhurei teshuvah, we
hear Hashem calling out to us. From the Torah,
from the feelings in one’s heart, and from the
entire world and all that it contains. 201 pwn,
the desire for goodness grows steadily within
him, and his very flesh that caused him to sin

in the first place, becomes more refined, until
N2WNN NN, the light of teshuvah penetrates.”
(Rav Kook, Oros haTeshuvah, 22)

Hirhurei teshuvah can arrive in infinite
modalities. Hopefully they come in the form
of sweet and wonderful moments: when
we meet up with a good friend and catch a
glimpse of our highest selves, when we look
at our children and remember how great
we can be, when we hear a certain story or
nigun and recognize how deeply we desire to
be close to Hashem, when we are inspired by
someone and we yearn to make a difference in
the world and live on a higher level. The emo-
tional heights of our birthday or anniversary,
the spirit of a Yom Tov, an uplifting shi’ur or
inspiring meeting with a tzadik can trigger a
cascade of joy and insight into our life —all
can produce a pure hirhur of teshuvah.

The truth be told, I don’t love (or honestly
even relate to) ‘religious’ vs. ‘baal teshuva’
stories which have a predictable ‘happy
ending’, perfectly wrapped with a bow at
the end. An authentic life is lived baderech,
as a continuous process, a journey through
the ups and downs and ebb and flow of
avodas Hashem - irrespective of a ‘bottom
line outcome’.

Yom Kippur presents a renewed opportu-
nity for us to appreciate how meaningful our
efforts and intentions are to Hashem. May we
be blessed to embrace our holy thoughts and
intentions when they arrive, and enjoy the
sweetness of these great days!

Struggiing withi LUst
tHatledds to e Naviors YouCan LControl
You are not alone!

We have been there and today we are free
072-2401190

sanewsenglishagmail.com =
£ g dial B for english
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SHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

Yom Kippur: White as
Snow, Clean as Wool

Teshuvah is a complex, multi-layered
process. For this reason, the Nevi’im offer
arich array of metaphors to illuminate it.
Teshuvabh is likened to medical healing, to
purifying waters, to a journey back home, and
to the re-fertilization of dried and desiccated
land. Each metaphor reveals a distinct aspect
of the path of return, highlighting the many
dimensions of teshuvah.

Yeshayahu, however, speaks of teshuvah
in colors. To him, red represents the vivid
color of sin, associated with stain. Sin leaves
its mark upon the human soul. For Yesha-
yahu, teshuvah consists of removing that
red stain and restoring the whiteness of our
relationship with Hashem.

MPTRON A2 2PWD DY DYNION i DX
PP YD Y7IND

“Though your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they are red
like crimson, they shall become like wool.”

DOUBLE WHITE

When Yeshayahu portrays teshuvah
through the image of whitening, he presents
a double vision: sin is rendered white like
snow, and it is whitened like freshly laun-
dered wool. Why summon both metaphors?
What distinguishes the natural brilliance of
snow from the purified whiteness of cleansed

garments? What separate dimensions of
teshuvah are embodied in each image?
SCRUBBING THE SOUL

By portraying teshuvah as laundering cloth-
ing, Yeshayahu highlights the human effort
and hard work that teshuvah demands. Snow
falls gracefully from the heavens, blanketing
the earth in white without human involve-
ment. Authentic teshuvah, though, ranks
among the most emotionally demanding of
all religious experiences.

The image of laundering captures the multi-
staged, difficult process of teshuvah. When
laundering, first, we must detect where the
wool is stained; blemishes and stains are
often subtle and hidden. Only then can the
labor of cleansing begin, scrubbing to restore
the cleanliness of the fabric.

Teshuvah is also multi-staged. First, we
must locate our sins. This requires breaking
down the false narratives we tell ourselves to
soften the truth, confronting our inner selves
in their raw and unadorned state. We must
shatter the funhouse mirrors that reflect the
image we wish to project, rather than the
person we truly are.

After we identify our flaws, we must sum-
mon the courage to confront them fully. True
change demands facing the darker parts of
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ourselves and requires faith—the faith that
we are not beyond repair, the faith that
renewal remains within reach.

At this stage, the work of teshuvah begins:
the patient labor of embedding transforma-
tion and safeguarding ourselves from slipping
back into old, familiar patterns. By casting
teshuvah in the language of laundering,
Yeshayahu underscores how demanding the
journey of repentance can be. It is not a pas-
sive snowfall that whitens effortlessly from
above, but a human struggle—deliberate,
and fraught with both pain and possibility.

CLEANSING OVER TIME

Beyond the effort required in a single act of
teshuvah, Yeshayahu also draws our attention
to its cumulative effect over time. Snow may
fall in abundance, but it quickly melts and
disappears, leaving little trace behind. A later
snowfall bears no connection to the first; each
arrives and departs independently, without
shaping or easing the next.

Laundering, however, works differently.
We wash our garments not merely to cleanse
them in the moment, but also to protect the
fabric from lasting damage. Left untreated,
stains would sink too deeply to be removed.
By laundering consistently, we prevent such
buildup, making each subsequent cleaning
easier and more effective.

So too with teshuvah: though we may
become stained by sin again in the future,
the work of repentance we undertake today
lays the groundwork for tomorrow.

Sadly, many of the changes we pledge to
make fade with time. We slip back into old
habits, and our lofty commitments often go
unmet. This can weigh heavily—are we not
deceiving ourselves, promising resolutions
we suspect we will break?

One way to understand this struggle is
through Yeshayahu’s metaphor of laundering.
A garment may become soiled again, yet it
is easier to wash the second time because
it has already been cleansed once before.
Each act of teshuvah lays the groundwork
for deeper, more lasting transformation. Even
if we return to the same sins we confronted
in a previous year, the earlier effort leaves
its mark. By having identified our flaws and
begun the demanding work of self-confron-
tation, the path of future teshuvah becomes
smoother and more attainable.

Thus, the metaphor of laundering captures
not only the effort and care required in teshu-
vah but also its enduring, lifelong nature.
Each act of repentance is both a confron-
tation with the present and an investment
in the future, preparing the soul for deeper
renewal and making the path of ongoing
transformation more attainable with each
successive effort.

TESHUVAH IN TURMOIL

Snow generally falls as part of irregular
weather patterns, while laundering is a rou-
tine act, carried out under ordinary condi-
tions. Teshuvah, too, should not be confined
to the intensity of Elul or the religious fervor
of Yom Kippur. Rather, it must be practiced
regularly and at frequent intervals, becoming
an ongoing rhythm in our spiritual lives.

Yet teshuvah must also be stormy and
intense—especially during Elul and Tishrei.
Snow falls in storms and irregular weather,
when the air is cold and gusts disrupt daily
life. Snowy teshuvah is neither routine nor
clinical, but raw and unsettling. It is a dark
descent into the night of the soul, a demand-
ing journey into the hidden chambers of our
identity, where we confront pain, sadness,
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and regret. It is a mourning for lost potential,
often irretrievable.

By evoking snow, Yeshayahu warns us
not to domesticate teshuvah, or reduce it to
a calm, polite assessment of strengths and
weaknesses, followed by neatly written
pledges for the future. Teshuvah must rage.
It must be stormy, unsettling, and raw. Only
then does it have the power to shatter illu-
sions and remake the self.

TESHUVAH FROM ABOVE

Yet teshuvah is not only our stormy labor;
there is also a dimension beyond human
effort, a help that descends from above.
Laundering is entirely a human endeavor,
demanding effort, patience, and skill. Snow,
by contrast, descends without human involve-
ment, blanketing the world in a soft, celestial
sheen.

By comparing teshuvah to snow, Yesha-
yahu reminds us that cleansing our sins is
not achieved by human strength alone. We
must turn our eyes upward, seeking siyata
d’shmaya for teshuvah.

We often imagine teshuvah as an entirely
human endeavor, the work of the heart and
the exercise of free will. Hashem granted us
autonomy, leaving our choices to us alone.
Within this framework, teshuvah appears to
be a solitary journey: if, by our own strength,
we repent and repair, we draw ourselves
back into His presence. Teshuvah is our

In memory of my beloved father
Mordechai ben
Yehoshua Zvi 21
on his 61* Yartzheit, 11 Tishrei
Miriam Marcus

bridge back to Hashem, and we must build
it alone. Yet Yeshayahu insists that Hashem
is part of the teshuvah process, just as snow
descends from above.

The Torah commands us: N7y DX DNYM
D522% (“circumcise the foreskin of your
heart,” Devarim 10:16), generally understood
as softening stubbornness, breaking through
obstinacy, and becoming more open to faith
and spirituality. This is one of the gateways
to authentic teshuvah.

And yet, in Parashat Nitzavim, Moshe
assures us: 22 NX) 7222 DX PPYN N O
vt (“the Lord your God will circumcise
your heart and the heart of your children,”
Devarim 30:6).

Although the work of the heart seems to
belong exclusively to human volition, we are
invited to allow God into that inner chamber,
to let Him participate in our teshuvah. We
must ask God to grant us clarity to identify the
flaws we so stubbornly conceal, honesty to
face ourselves without illusion, and courage
to pursue real transformation rather than
cosmetic adjustments.

By asking Hashem to “rain down the
snow of teshuvah,” we ask Him to assist the
renewal or the whitening we cannot achieve
on our Own.

COVERING OUR DARKNESS

Finally, the image of snow reminds us that
at times there is an option other than full
teshuvah. Sometimes we cannot perform the
teshuvah we long for. Sometimes we fear our
sins are too severe to be atoned for. In those
moments, we turn to the image of snow.

Laundering actually removes stains and
whitens soiled wool, restoring what was sul-
lied. Snow, however, does not alter the colors
beneath it. It simply blankets the earth with
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a pure white veil, concealing the green, the
brown, or the gray below.

When we feel we have reached the limits of
our capacity for teshuvah, we turn to Hashem
and pray: even if You do not erase our sins,
cover them. Cover them with the snow of
Your love. For love itself has the power to
overlook: N2NX NOON YWD Y Yy (“Love
covers all transgressions,” Mishlei 10:12).
With that love, You can look beyond our
failings, cloak our darkness in whiteness,
and shield our brokenness with compassion.

This year, more than ever, we plead with
Hashem to cover our darkness with His love.
We bear countless reasons to merit that love.
For two years, we have endured trials; for two
years, we have carried pain; for two years,
we have stoutly defended our Land—His
Land—the nation He entrusted to us. Through
it all, we have shown our profound love for
Him and for His historic mission. Let that love
now descend upon us, shielding our flaws.

May His love cover our transgressions.
May He rain down snow upon us and make
us pure. ®

OU Press is honored to partner
with Rabbi Moshe Taragin on his
new volume in Hebrew regarding
the recent war (‘Emunah B’toch
Hahastara). This remarkable book is
also available in English, “Dark Clouds
Above, Faith Below”

.

Correction: In my article about Rosh Hashanah
entitled Rosh Hashanah: Malchut Revealed, I mis-
takenly wrote that the Rosh Chodesh korbanot are
not offered on Rosh Hashanah. In fact, they are
offered. What is absent is their explicit mention
in the Mussaf tefillah. In the beracha of U'mipnei
Chata’einu we recall only the korbanot of Rosh
Hashanah—V’et Musfei Yom Hazikaron—without
reference to Musfei Rosh Chodesh.

Call now 077-9973185
www.daniels-assets.com

24 Gershon Agron illa
usa# 5164675892 , uki# 2 99
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EXCEPTIONAL LUXURY HOME FOR SALE IN
THE HEART OF THE GERMAN COLONY
OVER 200 SQM GARDEN , 3 PARKING, STORAGE AND MORE

E—— -
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PRE SALE ANNOUNCEMENT IN OLD KATAMON
Large 3 bedrooms, starting 6,550,000 nis
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Luxurious one level - 270 sgm Apartment
A Lifestyle Beyond Compare

o

DANIEL BOUZAGLO  Siicg 5.
REAL ESTATE
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N PRy M REGIONAL CEMETERY
P3N - [PXY YN GUSH ETZION - EFRAT

DO YOU HAVE CHILDREN LIVING IN

Gush Etzion or Efrat?

affordable cost?
The Chevra Kadisha of Gush Etzion
Municipality are offering a limited
amount of burial plots for purchase by
non - Israeli residents in the historical
Regional Cemetery of Gush - Etzion.
We are 25 minutes away from
Jerusalem.

Please scan below to fill in the
registration form.




EXPERIENCE JERUSALEM, SURROUNDED BY NATURE

A modern residential complex in the heart of Jerusalern -
a new way to experience its timeless spirit, breathtaking
views and the essence of Jerusalem at every turn.

2-6 BEDROOM APARTMENTS, MINI PENTHOUSES & PENTHOUSES

EXPERIENCE JERUSALEM LIKE NEVER BEFORE!
STARTING AT $692,000

*5003 ICR
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BUSINESS
SHERLOCKS FOR SALE

Hats For Men And Women

1T 1
] TN TN SherlockS Hat Store, the largest men’s

Madar Law Office and women’s hat store in Jerusalem,
is looking for a new owner. SherlockS
ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM is a one-of-kind hat store whose many
satisfied customers come back for hats
Orit Madar, Adv. throughout the year.
Family Law and Mediation
o e e tyoure oking o a
successful business to grow,
Yariv Madar, Adv. this is the store for you. T(Tm(g SF
Bodily Injurgzlsii II_\{liegdalz:i:)InMaIpractlce Interested? THE STORE
Email:

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909
Madar@netvision.net.il

SherlockSelementary@gmail.com
and I'll send you our Prospectus.

n ZHUBRAK
‘ f ACCOUNTING
& CONSULTING

CHAG SAMEACH
FROM ZAC FINANCIALS!

Qur team is here to assist with:

« U.S.INCOME TAX RETURN FILING .
+ FOREIGN BANK REPORTS (FBAR) \"
+ QUICKBOOKS & CONSULTING

+ FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

+ BOOKKEEPING & OTHER ACCOUNTING SERVICES

ACFINANCIALS.COM @& WMAWZACFINANCIA

CONNECT WITH ME ON LINKEDIN DAM HAMACBIM ST 28, 2ND FLOOR, MODI'IN
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RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
RAV, THE JERUSALEM S
BAKA, JERUSALEM

The Sym

bolism

of the Scapegoat

The strangest element of the Yom Kippur
service, as set forth at the beginning of
Parashat Acharei Mot, is the ritual of the
scapegoat. Two identical goats are chosen,
and lots are drawn—one is to be offered as
a sacrifice, and the other one
is sent “to Azazel” in the wil-
derness. It was led over a cliff
where it, together with the sins
of the Jewish people, was torn
to pieces as it tumbled down.

The Talmud provides a list of
mitzvot that Satan belittles and
tries to get the Jewish people
to cease observing or aban-
don altogether. These consist
of those mitzvot whose rationales are not
immediately evident or belong to the plane
of Kabbalah: the negative commandments

Dedicated In memory of

Mrs. Anna Lipschitz osm
Chana bas
HaRav Yoel Summer

— The Linever Rebbe
On her 29" yartzeit

By Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik zt”1

about eating pork and wearing wool and linen
together, and the positive ones of chalitzah
(removing the shoe to reject levirate marriage)
and the scapegoat. Affirming that one must
observe these without knowing the divine
calculations behind them, God
declares: “I have decreed it and
you have no right to question it.”

The fact that these mitzvot
belong to the set called chukim,
whose reasoning is opaque, has
not deterred great minds from
trying to pierce the veil. In the
case of the scapegoat, Rabbi
Joseph B. Soloveitchik was
determined to find meaning in
this centerpiece of the holiest day of the year.
Even though the actual ritual is no longer per-
formed, we continue to recite a poetic version
of the sacrificial rite in the Mussaf prayer, so its
relevance must endure. The Rav unpacked the
meaning of three essential aspects of the ritual.

FATE MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE

While physically indistinguishable on
the basis of size or age, the two male goats
could not have had more different fates. Pure
chance alone, completely out of the animal’s
control, decided which would be “for God”
and which “for Azazel” (Leviticus 16:8). This,

1. Yoma 67b.
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the Rav argued, is how the penitent can peti-
tion for forgiveness and claim that he or she
is not guilty. Like the goats, one can claim that
they have been compelled to sin by outside
forces rather than out of their own free will.

In truth, so much of our life seems the prod-
uct of chance, of actors and circumstances
beyond our control. We do not choose our
parents, siblings, or children. The formative
culture in whose orbit we are raised is ines-
capable. Character traits are the clear expres-
sion of genes passed down to us. Hormonal
imbalances can give rise to certain states of
mind and drive us to act uncharacteristically.
In this way, much of life is like a lottery, and
sometimes we draw losing numbers.

The penitent therefore draws God’s atten-
tion to the blurring between what is within
the realm of free choice and what should be
chalked up to mitigating circumstances. God
alone can evaluate the degree of our culpabil-
ity. In this way, the rite of the scapegoat is “a
psychodramatic representation of the peni-
tent’s state of mind and his emotional need.”?

While the Rav’s approach does not excuse
a sinner from his transgressions, it does offer
hope for understanding and forgiveness,
on the one hand, and the opportunity to
improve, on the other.

FROM SATAN TO GOD

The Torah instructs us to cast one lot “for
Azazel” and then send the goat “to Azazel”
in the wilderness. Who or what is Azazel?
According to the Ramban, “Azazel” is what
the Midrash and Kabbalah refer to as
“Samael,” roughly the equivalent of Satan.
“And we give Samael a bribe on the Day of
Atonement” is how the Ramban phrases it.
But how does a sacrifice to Azazel not fall

2. Besdin, Reflections of the Rav, 46—47.

afoul of idol worship?

The Rav laid the emphasis on the fact
that it is God’s will that we do so: “it was
not intended that the scapegoat offering be
sacrificed by us to Satan, God forbid, but that
when making it, our intention is nothing else
but to carry out our Creator’s will as He com-
manded us.” The Torah never instructs us to
bring Satan a sacrifice per se. Both sacrifices
are sanctified for God and God alone. It is God
who tells us what to do with both of them.

Still, why does God direct a sacrifice to the
realm of Satan, and why is it integral to the
effecting of atonement?

“Go and see the feelings of sorrow, of disap-
pointment, of frustration and of distress that
man endures... for the sake of petty human
cupidity, financial covetousness and the
craving for honors. [...]

This terrible feeling of alienation and
loneliness usually overcomes man due to
an excessive pursuit of futile vanities.”

The Rav writes that in our transgressive
pursuits we endure a great deal of self-inflicted
suffering. It is the bitter fruit of our sinful

3. Soloveitchik, On Repentance, 294-295.
4. Ibid., 298-299.

May the Torah learning
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
be nawa Ny

Joseph (Joe) Manasseh 21

5% DIV WM HNM2) 13 909
on his fourth Yahrzeit *9wn 0”75

Greatly missed by
his children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren

Families Ross, Miller,
Lipnick & Manasseh
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intent and iniquitous action. On Yom Kippur,
God accepts these painful emotions as though
they were suffered out of devotion to God: “It
is seen as offering to the Almighty and not, as
it was in truth, an offering to Satan.” Through
this ritual, then, “the Almighty revealed the
great mystery of the quality of mercy which
is operative on the Day of Atonement.”®

To summarize: “The scapegoat symbolizes
man who suffers because of his own failures.
If he feels remorse and has second thoughts of
repentance because of them, these failures are
then regarded as a sacrifice offered up to God.”

AN UNCONTROLLABLE DESCENT

The underlying principle behind teshuvah
(repentance) is that the human being has been
granted free will. In his laws on repentance,
the Rambam formulated this notion beauti-
fully: “Free will is granted to every man. If he
wishes to incline himself to the path of good
and be righteous the choice is his; and if he
wishes to incline himself to the path of evil
and be wicked the choice is his.”®

Inanimate things are by definition passive
objects, acted upon by outside forces and
obeying precise physical laws. Roll a ball off

5. 1bid., 299.

6. Ibid., 298.

7. Ibid., 300-301.

8. Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Teshuvah, 5:1.

a table and witness the laws of motion and
gravity in action. Free will, however, allows
man to be a subject, an actor. Sin occurs, said
the Rav, when man becomes an object.

The simplest verbs which denote the
dichotomy between a subject and an object
are those of ascent and descent, respectively.
Ascent involves an act of overcoming the force
of gravity, while descent involves succumbing
to this force. If a person loses his dynamic,
subjective existence and cannot counteract
various forces which tend to pull him down-
ward, he is acting as a simple object.’

The Rav suggested that this is the symbol
of the scapegoat. The Mishnah describes
graphically the scapegoat ritual: “He pushed
it backward and it rolled down. It was dis-
membered before reaching halfway down the
mountain.”’® This is an accurate description
of what sin can do to a person: “Even before
his total descent he is broken apart, an abject
victim of gravity.”'' m

9. Soloveitchik, Before Hashem, 31-32.
10. Mishnah, Yoma, 6:6.
11. Soloveitchik, Before Hashem, 32.

5 [ Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at

. aarong@ouisrael.org ata special price

s TOr Torah Tidbits readers.

Get the Best of Both Worlds

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

cat 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il - www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA
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 WELCOME
HOME

A warm Torah-
centered community
for growth oriented

families located in the
heart of Beit Shemesh,
led by Rav and
Rebbetzin Krohn. Eden
will be a community
that supports the
spiritual, educational,
and social-emotional
needs of every member.
With our shared,
unwavering
commitment to Torah
values and the core
principles of Yishuv
Eretz Yisrael, we look
forward to building
this kehilla together.

Led by Rav Beni
and Rebbetzin
Chani Krohn

2-5 bedroom luxury apartments

Only 7% down to secure your property

Project completed within 5 years

Located adjacent to the Sheinfeld
neighborhood in Beit Shemesh

Scan Here

e +972 52-624-4600

|

Hellen Duman Realty

054-462-9963 | Contact me
for details, pictures and videos

HELLEN DUMAN

lerasales Real Esna

Excusive Properties For Sale
Old Katamon: Renovated =
garden apariment: 3 rooms,
exit to garden, 2 bathrooms,
central A, plus separate studio
apariment. 4.75 mil NIS

Greek Colony: Charming,
4 room, first floor, large living
room, eat in kitchen, central AC,
quntfry room, study, plus o
separate studio apartment.

5.1 mil NIS

Baka: Near Nitzanim shul: ¥

7 rooms, first floor of historical
Jerusalem house, over 200m . .
on one level, high ceilings, 3

3 balconies, huge living room, | =%

master bedroom, 3 bathrooms, i
central AC, private heating. '

10.9 mil NIS

L

T'01

Op,.l
DM | THEWALL joess
DOCTOR "

PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS

Flawless finishes
that add elegance

to any space. Wall —_
& Ceiling repairs

Smoothing,

Straightening,

and perfecting =
every surface.

Spackling & Prep

Work- Because S
the foundation o
matters.

DAVID KUSHNER EI

058-661-0728

We can rescue any wall or ceiling.

OU ISRAEL CENTER 65



7’02

On Tzom Gedaliah, we concluded our study
of Sefer Iyov and began our study of Shir
HaShirim as we ushered in Shabbat Shuvah.
Shir HaShirim is a poetic rendering of the
immutable love between Hashem and the
Jewish people, represented by the metaphor-
ical love between a man and woman.

Rav Kook, in his introduction to Shir
HaShirim, cites the teaching of the Kuzari
that Shabbat cleanses us of the accumulated
stresses and distractions that cloud the pure
relationship between the Neshama and its
Creator, just as the weekly sacrifices offered
by Iyov attempted to exonerate his sons
from any sins they may have committed
while feasting. Since Shabbat signifies the
intimate relationship between Hashem and
the Jewish people, we experience an arousal
to repentance as Shabbat approaches, both

Transfer Your Memories {o Digita

Your old pictures, slides, DVDs, records,

audio cassettes, video and film

WILL DETERIORATE OVER TIRE g

= Preserve your memoaries for future
generations, before it is too late.
{for large orders, pickup/delivery can be arranged)

& 054-545-1969
02-993-4529

MRS. LEAH FEINBERG

individually and nationally; thus many people
embrace the custom of reciting Shir HaShirim
at the onset of Shabbat, expressing the long-
ing we feel for the restoration of our intimate
relationship with Hashem

Rabbi Akiva taught that the world was
never as worthy as the day upon which Shir
HaShirim was given to Israel; all the writings
(of Tanach) are holy, but Shir HaShirim is the
holy of holies.!

There is no sufficient imagery to express
the love between Hashem and the Jewish
nation other than the love between man
and woman, and no language to express the
magnitude of that love other than that of the
Beit HaMikdash. According to the Zohar, Shir
HaShirim was composed by Shlomo HaMel-
ech upon the completion of the building
of the Temple, when the upper and lower
spheres were united. On that day, there was
no greater joy before the Holy One blessed
be He, since the day of Creation.?

Rav Aviner teaches that in Shir HaShirim
we apprehend that which the Jewish nation
saw upon their pilgrimage to the Beit HaMik-
dash, when the doors to the Holy of Holies
were opened and we witnessed the Keruvim
atop the Aron HaKodesh. If the Keruvim,
which had male and female likenesses,
were facing one another in an embrace,
then we knew with certainty that the loving
relationship between Hashem and the Jew-
ish people was in good standing; if, Heaven

N2 DT Mun .
N DY AT .2
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forbid, they were turned away from one
another, we knew that the relationship was
in trouble. This image of love is expressed
in Shir HaShirim, which according to Rashi
expresses the entire history of the relation-
ship between Hashem and the Jewish nation.

Rav Kook further teaches that it is highly
significant that it was precisely Rabbi Akiva
who likened Shir HaShirim to the Holy of
Holies. Whereas a base and materialistic soul
might erroneously view Shir HaShirim as a
literal expression of sensual love between
man and woman, Rabbi Akiva, who expe-
rienced a most loving relationship with his
wife, was able to translate that ephemeral
love into an exalted expression of eternal
love, ultimately sacrificing his very life for the
sanctification of G-d. Rabbi Akiva’s sublime
soul enabled him to experience the embrace
of Hashem even while being tortured by the
Romans. Who better than him to reveal the
true holiness of this sacred text?

It is fortuitous that our study of Shir
HaShirim coincides with the Aseret Yemei
Teshuvah. In the concluding chapter of
Hilchot Teshuvah, the Rambam discusses
the allegory of Shir HaShirim, explaining
that our goal is to serve Hashem with the
kind of love-sickness that Shlomo HaMelech
describes in Shir HaShirim. We aspire to per-
form Mitzvot out of pure love for Hashem, not

N DPWN PYWY W11 I0aN Nnbw 170 .3

> - |
Mazal tov to

Meni & Sandy Koslowsky
and to Dvora Lieman
on the engagement of their
granddaughter / great-granddaughter
Ayala to Ron Lev

out of a desire for reward or fear of conse-
quences should we fall short. We should feel
intimately connected with Hashem, so much
so that we can’t separate our thoughts from
Him for even an instant. The way to attain
such love is through knowledge and under-
standing of His ways; the more we study and
apprehend Hashem, the more our love for
Him will increase, until like Rabbi Akiva, we
merit to fulfill the dictum of loving Hashem
with all our heart and soul.*

May this season of Teshuvah be enhanced
through our study, and may we merit to once
again experience the revelation of the Holy
of Holies upon Aliyah laRegel in the newly
rebuilt Beit HaMikdash, 122’2 n7nn2.

1,0, MOYN 1 P39 NIWN MOYN DN 4

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
Department chairperson and New Teacher
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of
the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi series,
currently in its third cycle, women scholars deliver
a daily shiur on the books of Prophets (Neviim)
and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a chapter
a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners of all
levels who would like to participate in the two-
year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU Women’s
Initiative to register for additional content.

American Podiatrist
Licensed in America and ksrael

* Plantar Faclithed/ Heel Spur Syndnoemne

* PREfPRF

= Ingrawn Toenaits and Warts

= Agthritis

= Fodt and Ankle injuried

» Curitom Molded Orthotics

« Digbetic\General Foot Care

= Laser Therapy

* Lymphedema

Erica gassoon, DPM
(L) 054-325-3109

ssoon_podiatry (P 0r. Erica Sassoon
ffices in Jenusalem, Ma'sle Adumim and Modi'in
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SPECIAL SURPRISE:

Israel’s closest friends,
Ambassador Mike Huckabee & Ambassador David Friedman,
in an extraordinary performance on stage

MUSICAL DIRECTOR: YUVAL STUPEL

MOTZEI SHABBAT
OCTOBER 11, 2025

CHOL HAMOED SUKKOT | 1CC JERUSALEM

20:30 :mn71NMNT o DOORS OPEN: 8.30 PM
21:30 :0XN NIANA © CONCERT STARTS: 9.30 PM

TICKETS: ISRAEL:+972-50-663-1221 | US & CANADA: +646-833-7108
WWW.CONCERTINISRAEL.COM
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The Last Exclusive Penthouse
Mishmar Hagvul 4

L | %

Expansive private I Designed for luxury
terrace with panoramic
views of Jerusalem

living in a boutique
building

Only One Penthouse Remains
Seize this rare opportunity to
elevate your Jerusalem lifestyle.

1271INW 1B8A&Y

LA, %5924

HOgVL‘” sderoteshkol.co.il BAYIT YERUSHALMI




HOSHANAH%SE
RABBAH

Learning at Matan

Sunday night - October 12

8:30 pm Dr. YaelZiegler
Songs of Salvation
Proclaiming God’s Miracles

9:30 pm Rabbanit Rachelle Sprecher Fraenkel
@ NWTN NN WTN 217
On Renewal of Heart & Spirit
10:30 pm Rabbanit Shani Taragin
NYIwIN VNN TYWI 0N DNANWI
Drawing Memories of Water,
Celebration & Salvation

This evening’s learning is dedicated in memory of
Yair Mordechai Hy”d, by his widow, our student, Iryah Mordechai

Open to women & men - Free Entrance =] %% [=]

|j\/_| WWW.MATAN.ORG.IL

INFO@MATAN.ORG.IL IH@ oz |+9862 [t

0'wi17 1711 1100
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE FOR TORAH STUDIES

Registration is underway for our yearlong classes
Beginning of 2025/26 Academic Year on October19
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Kiryat Hasharon, For Sale 3,095,000 NIS

Beautiful 4 bedroom apartment, large balcony,

Mamad and amazing open view.

Mohl Street, For Sale 2,525,000 NIS

A renovated 3 bedrooms apartment, large living
space, some sea view. Close to Nitza Beach.

Anat Riesenberg
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320978

DO YOU SUFFER FROM JOINT PAIN?
“Stem Cells™
An in-office mini-liposuction can

provide the cells to treat this
condition naturally

. T‘\
¥
FOR INFO: KNEE@SZMC.ORG.IL
WWW.DOCTORZINGER.COM/ARTHRITIS

Pinchus Klahr, MD

Rheumatology
US Board Certified / Misrad HaBriut recognized specialist
in all Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain
Conscientious “American style” Care
Convenicntly located at
Refa Na Medical Center. Givar Shanl. Jemsalem

052-713-2224

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

PREMIUM

MOVING & STORAGE

Als
MAXIBOX Premiummoving.co.il 053-7272-8150

Logistics & storage

JUN NI172In

PREMIUM MOVING
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TORAH 4 TEENS

Y@ IAF\RY NCSY ISRAEL

Message from
NCSY Israel's Leadership

@®

This year marks a remarkable milestone:
the 10th anniversary of NCSY Israel.

Ten years ago, we set out with a mission to
create a space where English-speaking teens
in Israel could thrive-spiritually, socially, and
emotionally rooted in Torah, Zionism, and
personal growth. Over the past decade, we
have grown from a handful of programs in a
few neighborhoods to a national movement
reaching over 600 teens this past year alone
across five chapters, impacting lives, fami-
lies, and communities. We look back with
immense gratitude, for the lives touched, the
leadership cultivated, and the deep connec-
tion to Am Yisrael, Eretz Yisrael, and Torat
Yisrael that we have seen flourish.

As we reflect on this milestone year, it is
fitting to invoke the legacy of Rav Avraham
Yitzchak HaKohen Kook zt”], whose 90th
yahrzeit we commemorate this year. Rav
Kook envisioned a Jewish people united not
by uniformity, but by shared purpose and
divine mission, and in the Land of Israel.
A vision that NCSY Israel strives to bring to
life each day. Our teens come from diverse

backgrounds, each with their own story and
journey. But through our programming, rela-
tionships, and learning, they come together
around shared values, discovering their per-
sonal connection to Torah and Israel while
feeling part of a greater whole.

Rav Kook famously taught, “The old shall
be renewed, and the new shall be sanctified.”
This message could not be more relevant as
we mark a decade of achievement. We renew
our original purpose with fresh strength
and sanctify new ideas, new teens, and new
opportunities for the future. Just as the Meno-
rah in the Beit HaMikdash had to be kindled
daily, our mission requires constant light,
consistency, and renewal. This year alone
saw the launch of our Chai single-gender
programming, the expansion of our YAIR
Torah learning seminar, record-breaking
participation on Regional Shabbatonim,
and a Giving Day campaign that surpassed
all expectations. Even amidst the challenges
facing our country and our people, we saw
growth-not just in numbers, but in depth,
heart, and impact.

Looking ahead to our second decade, we
remain driven by the belief that the teens
of today are the leaders of tomorrow. Our
work is not just about events or numbers. It’s
about nurturing emunah, building resilience,
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and creating a home where each teen is seen,
supported, and inspired to build a life of
meaning rooted in Torah and responsibility
to the Jewish people in their homeland.

To all who have been part of this jour-
ney-our teens and their families, our staff
and madrichim, our generous supporters,
our partners, and our Board, we extend our
deepest gratitude. Your belief in this mission
makes it possible.

With Hashem’s help, may the next decade
bring even greater unity, inspiration, and
redemption - NPX)? N21) MTNNI - as Rav
Kook dreamed and as our teens are helping
to build each day.

Thank You,

Rabbi Michael Kahn

Executive Director, NCSY Israel

Rabbi Yosef Ginsberg

Regional Director, NCSY Israel

Dear Friends,

“If you build it, they will come.”

That famous line from Field of Dreams
(1989) has always inspired me. In the movie,
a farmer risks everything to build a baseball
field, trusting that paying fans will show up.
The deeper message is clear: when you have
the courage to dream and take bold steps,
Hashem opens doors you never imagined.

5785 was a year of remarkable growth for
NCSY Israel—growth that began with just
such a dream.

I will never forget a breakfast meeting
in the Ramot Mall with Mitch Aeder, now

President of the OU. I asked him how he
hoped his new administration would be
remembered. He tapped the table and said
a single word: “Israel.” He explained that
the writing was on the wall—the future of
the Jewish People is here—and the OU must
prepare for it. In later conversations, Rabbi
Dr. Josh Joseph, the OU’s COO, echoed that
same vision. That moment became the spark
for something new: a different kind of NCSY,
for a different kind of generation. Together
with our founders, Rabbi Michael Kahn and
Rabbi Yosef Ginsberg, we began to design
what NCSY Israel could—and must—become.

With the OU’s substantial investment, NCSY
Israel launched Chai, our separate-gender
program, which has grown beyond anything
we imagined. This past year our reach and
attendance doubled, and demand has spread
to new regions and communities. With full-
time staff now serving all five regions, we’ve
professionalized in powerful ways—introduc-
ing data, analytics, marketing, programming,
and operational excellence.

But the story doesn’t end here. The need
is only growing. Jewish teens and their fam-
ilies are seeking inspiration, guidance, and
belonging. And when families make Aliyah,
we must ensure that their move strength-
ens—not weakens—their spiritual growth.
That is our sacred responsibility.

If we build the right institutions, they will
come. And when our children look around
one day and ask, “Are we in heaven?” we
will smile and answer: “No... this is Israel.”

Wishing you a Ketiva VaChatima Tova—a
year of health, peace, joy, and redemption.

With gratitude,

Yigal M. Marcus

Board Chair, NCSY Israel m
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AH, THESE PRECIDUS MOMENTS
BEFORE NE'ILA...

= Theme:

ST (SRAEL

AH, THE (OLLECTIVE
REVERENCE OF G-D,

THE DRAMATIC,
SPIRITUAL HUSH
_IN THE AIR...

AR Ay e iy
[ - 3

...THE GABBAI!

| now LISTEN,

Il_'r'
Netanel E)

The Naven Kailway Station, Yerus

YES, YES,

BENTII...

| MEAN...
SORRY - HABIT -

WELL, ERM... IT SEEMS
OUR BELOVED RABBI -
WHO, | THINK WE CAN ALL
AGREE, DID THE MOST
MARVELOMS J0B OF
LEADING MUSSAF THIS
| MORNING -
ERM... MUST HAVE OVER-
WORKED HIS VOCAL

MY, AREN'T YOU ALL LOOKING...
ERM... HOLY AND STUFF TODAY...

(HORDS...

~WHICH SEEM TO HAVE
GONE ON STRIKE, FOR NOW.

PRE-NEILA PEP-TALK
INSTEAD...

I TRAED WARNING HIM THAT
WHEN I'M UNDER PRESSURE,
MOST OF WHAT | SAY 15
COMPLETE AND UTTER BALONEY...

L BUT M HOT SURE HE WAS CONVINCED, BECAUSE ALL
HE SAID WAS, "OM, DOR'T TALK SUCH COMPLETE AND
UTTER BALOKEY, JST GET UP THERE..."

/

PLEASE... NOT ON
YOM KIPFUR... | FUT UP
WITH THIS LUNACY EVERY DAY,
BUT JUST TODAY... 15 A BIT OF
SERIDUSNESS TOO MUCH TO

-x
i

K, HOMEY, YOU CAN D TS,

"~ AHD SPEAKING OF BALONEY -

1T MAY, OF COURSE, BE & BIT
INSENSITIVE TO THOSE OF LS WITH
RUMBLING STOMACHS RIGHT NOW
70 B MENTIONING SLICED MEAT...

&

=

ﬂVTWEIlILDN‘T WANT PEOPLE TO BE
DISTRACTED ON THESE EXALTED
MOMENTS WITH THOUGHTS OF A

LARGE SALAMI SANDWICH, WOULD WE?




.ESPECIALLY IF ITS A SANDWICH WITH
LETTUCE AND PICKLED CUCUMBERS AND
PERHAPS SOME HICE SALAD DRESSING...

GROOOAN....

50...

[ COME ON, DUDE...
YOU MUST HAVE
A POINT...
EVEN YOU CAN'T
FORGET IT'S THE
PEAK OF
YOM KIPPUR...

HO, WE WANT TO FOCUS ON THE OPPORTUWTY
THAT THESE PRICELESS FEW MINUTES BEFI}RE
. THE END OF YOM KIPPUR HAVE...

THINGS..."

CHIPS AND

"THE TIME HAS COME, "]
THE GABBAI SAID,
“T0 TALK OF MANY

«-OF MOUSSE AND

SEEDLESS SHALKS,
OF CABBAGES AND

OHION IIIIIES!‘J

...AHD, WHY, THE CHOLENT'S BOILING POT,
AND FIBS AND CHICKEN WINGS!

mnnu PLEASE -

ST!]P
(5000 HUHER‘E j

/]
LETTUCE IMABINE SOMEONE EATING ALL THAT..

ALAS, YES, OUR IMAGINARY YID ATE ALL THAT AND
MORE - OH YOM KIPPUR!
HOT A NIBBLE, NOR A SHACK - A 24- HOUR FEAST!

POOR FELLOW...

THE QUESTION 1061015,

IF FIWE SECONDS BEFORE THE FAST GOES OUT, HE
SUDDEMLY AWAKENS AND FEELS A STAB OF GENUINE |
DEEP, HEARTFELT SORROW FOR THIS SIN... DOES
YOM KIPPUR ATONE FOR IT OR NOT*7

WELL, 'FEIEIIIIS. YOM KIPFUR 15 LIKE A MIKVE.
Sl‘l‘ SOMEONE ACCIDENTALLY TOUCHED A DEAD
TORTOISE...

THE SUBSEQUENT IMPURITY VANISHES AS 500
AS HE PLUNGES INTO THE MIKVE...

BUT ONLY IF HE LETS GO OF THE TORTOISE FIRST!

7 TH'E MIKVE HAS WO PEWE'R TO PURIFY SOMEDN
WHO'S STILL CLUTCHING THE IMPURITY!

WELL, HERE WE ARE AT THE l

Ll LAST FEW MOMENTS OF YOM KIPPUR.

AHD HOW'S THE TIME T0
BE BRUTALLY HOMEST WITH
OURSELVES...
ARE THERE SINS THAT WE STILL
DONT TRULY BELIEVE
WE CAN REALLY LET G0 OF7

15 THERE STUFF THAT YOM KIPPUR
sm'-_ CAN'T ATONE FOR US?

00 WE STILL, PERHAPS, I'RGWH AT
SOMEONE NEXT TO US IN SHUL?

DO WE STILL HAVE VESTIGES OF

ARRDGANCE OR BAD HABITS?

ONE MOMENT TO JUST OPEN

ALL IT TAKES IS ONE MIJMEH
1\ WHERE WE CAN GENUINELY

“LET THE TURTLE GO!™
UP TO 6-0, AND LET THE

PURIFYING POWER OF YOM
KIPPUR WORK ON US!

RE'ILA IS THE TIME TO TRY

GOOD LUCK TO US ALL!

FINDING THAT ONE MOMENT!

“HOTE: YOM KIPPUR IS A LOVINE, PERSONAL GIFT FROM G-I TO ISRAEL. HEEDLESS TO SAY, IT'S UNTHINKABLE TO ABUSE THE PURIFYING POAWER OF THE DAY IN ORDER TO SIN DELIBERATLY LIKE IH!»MII}

" A THANK 6-D,
CAN'T BELIEVE |
GOT THROUGH
THAT SAFELY...

OH, FOR GOODNESS” SAKE, MEST
YOU BE 50 HSEWSITIVE?Y

THEN T0 COUNT ON THE LAST FEW MOMENTS 10 REPENT. THE (ASE DESRIGED HERE 15 MEMTRONED IN HALACHA A5 & 1237, AND NOT, §-0 FOREID, 10 GIVE ANYONE BAD IDEAS..



RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”’h
17V 1050 195 19X N2 NOYD MN
Mother of Reuven Tradburks

PARSHAT HA'AZINU

Ha’azinu is the second to last Parsha in the
Torah. It is one chapter of 52 verses, making
it one of the shortest in the Torah.

All but 8 verses consist of the song of Ha’az-
inu. The song is written in the Torah in the
form of a poem with 2 parallel columns. The
Torah itself calls it Hashira Hazot, this song;
5 times in last week’s parsha and one time
again this week.

The poem of Ha’azinu was the song the
Leviim sang in the Beit Hamikdash during
the Mussaf offering on Shabbat. We know the
Leviim sang a psalm from Tehilim as the Shir
Shel Yom - the daily song, sang accompanying
the morning daily offering. They also sang
a song during Mussaf of Shabbat and that
song is Ha’azinu.

But they did not sing the entire song each
week. Ha’azinu was divided into 6 sections

= 1wy 10 71wpg*
7 /\y 510 AN

Katif in Gimzo

Antman-Goldenberg Family Farm

ednesday, Thursday, Friday, Sur:iav
9:00-15:00
(On Friday, the picking is open until 12:00)

~§ Pomegranate, Clementine & Garden Vegetable Picki
4 A joyful farm experience for the whole famil,

HA'AZINU

- exactly the way we divide the aliyot. One
section was read per week, the entire song
in 6 weeks. Perhaps it was spread out over
6 weeks to express its theme, Jewish history.
Jewish history spans millennia, hence it is
sung over 6 weeks in the Temple.

’}! 1ST ALIYA (DEVARIM 32:1-6)
.7‘\" Listen heavens, listen earth.

G-d is Just, Faithful. I will call in
the name of Hashem, ascribe greatness to
our G-d.

The song is a rhythmic poem of couplets,
or at least begins that way. These 6 verses
are the introduction. What we are saying in
this song is cosmic — give ear, heavens and
earth. He is Great and Just. We, his children,
are twisted.

”/‘ 2ND ALIYA (32:7-12)
'/k\O} Remember those days. While

nations were arranged, you, Jew-
ish people became His lot. He found you, the
apple of His eye. Spread His wings over you.
He Himself cares for us.

These 6 verses introduce the dawn of
Jewish history. These are tender, wistful
remembrances. This capsule of Jewish history
and how G-d relates to us must begin with
tenderness. This aliya is a smile, a description
of those carefree days of faithfulness.

”/“ 3RD ALIYA (32:13-18)
'/k\O} He placed you in the heart of

the Land, fed you honey, olive
oil, butter, with livestock aplenty and wine.
Yeshurun got fat and kicked. Left Him and
sought others — demons, new powers and
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forgot Him.

The song is written in the Torah in 2 par-
allel columns. All the verses in the song are
couplets; either one line of one couplet or
2 lines of 2 couplets. One couplet is in one
column, the second in the second column.
Hence every verse so far has ended at the
end of the column. Except this verse. The
verse of Yeshurun getting fat, verse 14. It
has 5 phrases. Too many. It ends not at the
end of the column but now in the middle of
the column.

Things start to go awry. The verses no
longer end symmetrically, at the end of the
second column. Now they begin to end in
the first column, in the middle of the line, off
balance. The song is off kilter now. The plenty
in the land turned us fat. And rebellious. And
off kilter. It is beautiful poetry - the fat of the
land is a verse of 5 phrases (the only verse
not of 2 or 4 phrases), too many phrases, too
much consumption, too much good.

Leave Him. Forget Him. Look to demons
and other powers. This is not your forefa-
ther’s beliefs.

"/" 4TH ALIYA (32:19-28)
K’} I will hide My Face from them

and see what happens then. They
angered Me. I will send aggressors to anger
them. My anger burns. I will take it out on
the Land. I will scatter them, with no trace of
their memory. They won’t even understand
that I am behind this, for they lack all insight.

This is no longer a 6 verse aliya like the first
3, but 9. The verses no longer end symmetri-
cally, at the end of the second column. Now
they end in the first column - off balance. As
if to say, the world is not working the way it
ought to, off kilter; things gone awry.

The song switches now from Moshe’s voice

to G-d’s voice. Moshe no longer describes Him
— G-d speaks now in the first person. Moshe
can’t describe this for once G-d hides his Face,
no man can understand His ways; G-d needs
to describe the hiding of His Face Himself.

The Ramban comments that this is actually
a prediction of the exile of the 10 tribes, the
Kingdom of Israel. Their memory is gone. A
full 10 tribes of the Jewish people have been
lost forever. With no happy ending. While the
history of the Jewish people will have many
tragedies, the loss of 10 tribes of our people,
with no trace is a tragedy of, well, Biblical
proportion.

"/" 5TH ALIYA (32:29-39)
K’} Oh, would the people under-

stand the consequences. One could
not pursue 1000 nor 2 pursue 10000 were it
not for our G-d. The oppressors drink the
bitter vintages of Sodom and Gemorrah. G-d
will eventually relent of this abandonment
of His people, while the nations have none
to their rescue. I am the One who gives life
and takes it; none escapes My hand.

The song turns back to Moshe’s voice. The
plain meaning of some of the verses in this
aliya is apparent, others quite obscure. The
last verse, with the return of G-d’s voice,
also returns to ending in the second column.
Structure has returned, order is back. This

Aviva will transform your old photo
albums into digital treasures
+ Scan and share your priceless memories!
+ Declutter your home!
SCAN THE QR CODE FOR
MOREINFOORGO TO
bit.ly/AvivaPhotoScanning

CALL/WHATSAPP
AVIVA ROSENSWEIG
054-4454548
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aliya is striking in referring both to the Jew-
ish people and to the others, what we have
been referring to as oppressors. While we
have been disappointing, we have an end of
reconciliation. But when it comes to the other
nations and their evil and rebelliousness,
Moshe cedes the floor back to G-d. It is not
for us to speak of the justice due others. That
is His work not ours.
"‘ 6TH ALIYA (32:40-43)
k" Arrows of blood, a flesh con-
suming sword, the payment of the

enemy. Sing nations of His people, for in the
end there is retribution and the Land atones
for His people.

3 verses are in the first person with G-d
speaking of ultimate justice, vengeance
against My enemies, those that hate Me. This
aliya is not for the faint of heart. We squirm

H&T Property Investments

Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE

Abarbanel St, Rechavia
Exclusive

* Luxury Large 4 Room

+ 170 sq.m plus 120 sg.m garden

« Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
» Completely renovated

* Private entrance

« High ceilings and underfloor heating

Nava: 052-4810205

at the notion of a vengeful G-d. As we squirm
at “Shfoch chamatcha”, pour out Your wrath
on the nations, the verses we say when we
open the door at the seder.

But Moshe insisted that we recite this
song, seeming to feel this song will guide us
in history. Divine justice, reward and yes,
punishment is part of the order of the world.
We repeat it at the seder when we look to the
culmination of history and we repeat it in
Akdamot that we say on Shavuot in looking
to the future. We don’t delight in His meting
out justice. Though we acknowledge that
justice, Divine justice is to be part of the end
of days. But the song does not end with the
retribution. It ends with all peoples singing
—auniversal end of days.

"‘ 7TH ALIYA (32:44-52)
k\“ Moshe brings this song, together

with Yehoshua to the people. He
instructs them to take it to heart and to
command it to their children. It is not empty
words but rather it is your life. Then Moshe
is told to ascend Har Navo where he is to die.

The verse states that Hashem spoke to
Moshe of his impending death “b’etzem
hayom hazeh”, on that very day. The simple
meaning is that on the very day that this song
was complete, Moshe’s life too had served its
time and was too to be completed.

But Rashi quotes the Midrash that prefers
to translate this as meaning “in broad day-
light”. Moshe’s ascension to the mountain and
his death is to be public, in full view. As if to
avoid the objections of the people. As much
as the people would want to prevent this —
Moshe’s death is inevitable. As devastating
as the loss of Moshe’s leadership is, it is a
part of life. The covenant is with our people,
transcending any one leader. m
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AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN |
AND INSTALLATIONS | |

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did .
an amazing job! |

Nothing matters to us more than
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.

" BESTPRICE |
GUARANTEED

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we'll match it.

-

Send your plans for
free design today.

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282 S
or email us at info@tzviair.com iiﬁf .

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER
SHANAH TOVAH

U'METUKAH
NEXT YEAR IN YOUR HOME IN ISRAEL!

FEATURED PROPERTIES IN
ANGLO NEIGHBORHOODS

RBS
¢ Mishkafayim
¢ Over 250 SQM

¢ Magnificent views

¢ Amazing
community

¢ One of a kind!

Price on Request

CARMEI GAT
e Gorgeous home
* 200 SQM
e 4 Bedrooms
e 2.5 Bathrooms
¢ In-ground pool
¢ Private parking

W5.5M / $1.65M

JERUSALEM
¢ German Colony
New building
3 Bedrooms
5th floor
Sukkah balcony
¢ Parking & Storage

W7.95M / $2.38M

RBS

Neve Shamir
Duplex penthouse
Renovated

129 SQM

20 SQM balconies
60 SQM roof

W3.5M / $1.05M

ASHKELON
Luxury towers
3 Bedrooms

NEERY Y

Gym & Spa
Prime location
Starting price:
2.49M / $750K

JERUSALEM
David's Village
Duplex garden
4 Bedrooms
Excellent
condition
Prime location

W14.5M / $4.35M

Presale opportunities in:
Carmei Gat / Netanya / Jerusalem /
Ashkelon / Neve Shamir / Modi’in

+972-54-441-5704
‘| KimBashRealEstate.com g =) g3
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THIS WEEK'S INSPIRATIONAL TORAH LEARNING

Men's Advanced Safrut The Bais (for Men) - Semichat

[The Bais) Rabbi Tzvi Mauner Chaver Program Rav Elyada
7 Hartum Street. 2nd Floor Goldwicht@ Eet Knesset
(Resumes in November) Ohel Yitzchak, Keren Hayesod 5t.

OU Israel | Women's Division
2 Radak St., Rechavia

_ . 6:00-10:00PM
*The schedule is subject to change ATID Midrasha

Subscribe to our OU_Jsracl (women in their 20's|
Whatsapp Community for all

information related to QU rsrael 7:00-9:00PM

classes and programs, including
last minute schedule changes
and updates, by scanning

the QR Code above.

Daorot Choir Session with
Hadassah Jacoh

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS
ARE FOR MEN ONLY

QRGOE]

#THEOUISRAEL




WITH OU ISRAEL ,m.

0U Israel is supported by the Jewish
Federation of Broward County w Fedemi‘lon

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila Pshat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:15 AM 12:20 PM

Rambam: Letters and Unpacking the Messages
Introductions of Chazal

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin St. Rechavia
9:15AM '

Torah Tapestries

Parsha Shiur

Mrs. Shira Smiles

10:15AM
Living with
Emunah

Mrs. Raquel
Kirszenbaum

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men’s Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi lan Shaffer
Weekly Kollel Boker-Instructors include Rabbi Aschi Dick
Rabbi David Fine Rabbi Avi Herzog

1:00PM- NEW/!!!
Modiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick -Masamerica Offices,
28 Dam HaMacabbiim St, 3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA

@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

9:15AM
Holy Poetry
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

10:20 AM

Contemporary Issues in Halacha
and Hashkafa

Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:25 AM

Mussar and Self Improvement:

A study of Rav Kook's sefer ‘Midot
HRaya

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

12:30PM
Jews in the Middle Aged:
External Threats and Internal

Development
Dr. Deborah Polster

SPECIAL EVENT:
Women's Rosh Chodesh
Seminar in Beit Shemesh

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN ARNONA

Classes @ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon, 11
Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

2:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM
Parashat Hashavua Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:20AM
Trailblazing the Text of TaNach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

12:20 PM
Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor

8:00 PM

Halachic Controversies. [the Bais)
Rabbi Aschi Dick @ Bet Knesset
Ohel Yitzchak, Keren Hayesod Street
NOTE NEW NIGHT!!!!

8:30 PM

The Bais- Men’'s Chabura in
partnership with Kehilat Hashiveinu
Rabbi Noam Kenigsherg RAMOT

SPECIAL EVENT:

9:15 AM- 1:00 PM

At The Great Synagogue
Women's Rosh Chodesh Seminar




| oge' her we can build a brighter future

Give your Kaparot today, change a life with one click

Through our website! L scan the code:

https://www.ouisrael.org/pedyon-kaparot/ ﬁ

1007 of your donation supperts OU lsael's youth prograrms D 1 OJ
. .;' .-‘_ -

)
Pllomerns

JOIN US FOR
ATID'S FALL SEMESTER

0U Israel ATID is a program for women in their
20's enabling them to combine Torah Study and
community into their weekly routine.

Weekly Midrasha &

Workshops &
Shabbaton &

U Israel Women's Hub
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Tidbils

P

It's Not Shabbat without

TORAH
TIDBITS

Seal 5786 as a year of Torah.
By supporting Torah Tidbits,
YOU can bring Torah to tens
of thousands in Israel and
around the world.

4 WAYS
TO DONATE:

1. WEBSITE:

OU Israel
7 Hartum St.
Yerushalayim, 9101302

4. PHONE:
Ita Rochel: 02-560-9125



ROSH CHODESH SEMINAR
# Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan, Wednesday Oct. 22 _

This monthly seminar provides women with T\~
inspiration and a strong sense of community. The Wewirtt
morning includes a musical Hallel, a festive brunch, ,ﬁ’* —
and a full morning of learning focused on a theme /LA

related to the upcoming month.

BAT MITZVAH PROGRAM
# Starting Wednesday Evening, Oct. 29

The Bat Mitzvah and Beyond program is a six-part evening ‘:“‘?L\
series designed for girls and their mothers. Through i

textual learning, group discussions, inspiring guest T
speakers, hands-on activities, and meaningful trips, this }gf.;\__
program provides a powerful journey of connection, T

growth, and Jewish identity.

NEXTGEN EVENT
+ Thursday Evening, Nov. €

MextGen is a monthly evening program for young women
in their 205-40s, combining inspirational shiurim with fun,
interactive workshops. Through these activities, NextGen
fosters a vibrant community of women looking to grow,
connect, and engage in meaningful experiences together.

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO REGISTER



Put Your Community on the Map! DJ

® The OU in Israel is building a national directory of shuls with an_ YN
English-speaking presence — from fully Anglo congregations to
Israeli shuls where English speakers still feel at home. Scan the QR code
to getstarted'

m Are you a Rabbi, Rebbetzin, or shul leader (e.g. a vaad member)?
Please take 10 minutes to complete our short questionnaire.

m Part of a shul but not in leadership? Share this form with your
Rabbi or leadership team so your community can be represented.

~ Your input will help identify and strengthen English-speaking
communities across Israel, haping future
opportunities for support and collaboration.

m Complete the form by October 30th
and your community will be entered'into
~araffle for a free OU Israel event — from
an inspiring guest speaker to a tailored

community program. (&=
b
WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG — A

Il o

,_%SH %UUESH HESHVAN S, Dot

Women’s Seminar

I Enhancing our Shabbat Experience
\ 7
MRS. ZEMIRA OZARDWSKI  MRS. CHANA SILVER A NOVA SURVIVOR RABBI ABA WAGENSBERG
Bringing Yarmim Noraim Enrich Shabbos: Finding Light: Choosing  _  Cheshivan's Secret. =
Inspiration to Shabbat Upgrade your week! shabbat After Nova ghcst SRabbos
Thursday, Oct. 23 The Great Synagogue 60O NIS,
215 am - 1:00 pm 56 King George St o Brunch will be sarved

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h

Register at: ouisrael.org/events/cheshvan2025
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Tgrqh
g TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT

Josh Churney 054-281-4604 or donate online:
Torah Tidbits Volunteers https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/
in Beit Shemesh & Raanana

TUE. SEPT. 30, SHIRA SMILES
Torah Tidbits is expanding

Sponsored nnwa 17'v'7

. . 4o . . 71470 7nX! "aNn 2 170 qon
its distribution sites In memory of our beloved hushand, father, and opa,
. T Ron Nusshaum z'l - May his neshama have an aliya
We.are Ioglgmg forvolqnteers ij0 will assist ot s e A
inreceiving the Cor;lesl bundling them and the impact s has on our lives.
and preparing them for pick up. The group
will meet in a location in Beit Shemesh and WED. 0CT. 22 :
Raanana on Wednesday mornings. RABBI DR. AARON ADLER'S SHIUR

Sponsored in loving memory of
Dr. 1. M. Brauer z'l of Chicago
7T IN'7TA 2 AWN 7NX NNWA 17'V7
whose yahrzeit is 30 Tishrei, by his family

Please contact us at info@ouisrael.org

Tzitzit tying with Ruti

RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin Dedicated anonymously for the refuah shleima
Mondays 1:15-4pm of Evelina bat Galina.
) Wednesdays 12-3pm

TUE. SHIUR - RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN

no experience needed Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families in memory of
Mel & Sylvia David z"|
PLEASE NOTE ADVERTISING DEADLINES T ,Ni720 X201 VNN DNNAN 2 7Tan Dnan
THROUGH THE CHAGIM ¥’T,7T'N DINEAY X N2 A NAY
13SUE SHABBAT OCT 24:25 RABBI MANNING'S WED. SHIUR
Monday morning, Oct 20 Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 117'u7
For advertising contact Ita Rochel 7" D77 2 271"V TN N1 M
ttads@ouisrael.org or 02-560-9125

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S WED. SHIUR

Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 177

‘7T AN'7W R 210 DWI N’V DNNAX N2 DN
tf;.@ . RABBITAUB'S WEEKLY THUR.
Thg T(.)rah.TIdetS Producthn PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR
and Distribution Team would like to Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
send a very special THANK YOU to ALL the

wonderful VOLUNTEER transporters and
distributors ALL over our country... All your jewelry needs in one place!
who insure that 14,000 TTs get to the valued A 5th . + .

. . q;_neratl?n skilled craftsman will fix,
readerShlp'"so WeEkS Of the year° refur ESh. pohsh or restore I:’DHI' 'I:E.I'HHIJ

heirlociz}s. ;(iddush ?'.ups. calndlesticj:s. anld
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
oY NNIDT to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Nachum Ben Lana Details: Santo - 052-228-9627
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Between
Heaven and
Earth

There are times when we occupy a more
elevated plane, when our thoughts and our
efforts are focused on bigger and loftier
matters and we try to avoid being mired in
pettiness. Yom Kippur is the most notable
example of that, as we prepare for Yom
Kippur by granting each other forgiveness
and then spend the day exclusively engaged
in matters of the spirit such that our Sages
described our state of being on Yom Kippur
as angelic (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer Ch. 46).

This general concept is highlighted at the
outset of our Parsha (Devarim 32:1) when
Moshe declares “ha’azinu hashamayim
vo’adabeira, addressing — so to speak —
the heavens and the earth, and using two
different terms for listening, the Hebrew
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equivalent of “listen” — shimu, and “hear” -
haazinu. Just as the word “hear” in English
includes the word “ear”, the Hebrew haazinu
includes the word ozen, the Hebrew word
for ear. Our Sages (in the Sifrei in our Par-
sha) understood that this term for “hearing”
implies speaking from up close, right into
the ear, and therefore noted a fascinating
contrast. Moshe, who was the most elevated
of men, to the point that he will be described
at the outset of next week’s Parsha (Devarim
33:1) as an ish ha’Elokim, a man of G-d, here
in our Parsha speaks to the heavens from
up close, haazinu hashamayim, “Hear, O
heavens,” and to the earth from a distance,
vtishma ha’arezt, “listen, O earth.” Whereas
Yeshayahu, a prophet on a different level
than Moshe, began his book of prophesy
with the opposite phraseology, shimu sha-
mayim v’haazinu ha’aretz, addressing the
earth from up close and the heavens from
afar. Different people and different times
can have us centered in different spheres.
This has particular application for us as we
move into the Yom Tov of Succot. The Succah
structure is meant to recall our state of exis-
tence in the desert, when we literally lived
“in the clouds”, surrounded by the ananei
hakavod, the clouds that represented Hashem
(see TB Succah 11b). The desert is not a part
of the settled earth, and we were living for
that protracted period closer to heaven than
earth, sustained by the lechem abirim, the
Manna that is described (TB Yoma 75b) as
the sustenance of angels. The Succah thus
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maintains the elevated plane we experienced
on Yom Kippur, removing us from our usual
context to be able to see the world we usually
occupy from 30,000 feet. Indeed, while the
Halacha encourages us to do everything
within the confines of the Succah, including
conversations on whatever subject we need
to discuss, the Poskim (see Ba’eir Heitev and
Mishna Berura to OC 639:1) cite the Shelah
who encouraged us to aspire to limit our dis-
cussions in the Sukkah to elevated matters.
Additionally, part of being angelic is being
peaceful, as we always invoke the peace
amongst the angels as the model we aspire to,
Oseh shalom bimraomav, Hu ya’aseh shalom
aleinu (see Avot d’Rabbi Nathan 12:6), and as
such we are similarly guided that our Succah
is to be an anger-free zone, reflecting the true
value of Succat Shalom.

Life is complicated and we inevitably must
deal with boatloads of mundane and practical
realities. This festive period is built to enable
to us to step out of that for a bit and to experi-
ence the incomparable benefits of elevating
ourselves, our thoughts, and our discussions
to a different plane, one that is a bit closer
to heaven than to earth, to maintain to some
extent the “cruising altitude” of Yom Kippur.

Enjoy the flight. m
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RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

HA'AZINU

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi »n>y5
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1
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Moses
the Man

That very day the Lord spoke to Moses, “Go
up this mountain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo,
which is in the land of Moab, opposite Jericho,
and view the land of Canaan, which I am giv-
ing to the people of Israel for a possession. And
die on the mountain which you go up, and be
gathered to your people ...For you will see the
land only from a distance; you will not enter
the land I am giving to the people of Israel.”

With these words there draws to a close
the life of the greatest hero the Jewish people
has ever known: Moses, the leader, the lib-
erator, the lawgiver, the man who brought a

RETIRE EARLY D 'ﬁ
ME HELF YOU MME AT CHOICE!

AS A US TAXPAYER, DO YOU
KNOW WHERE YOU CAN INVEST?
ARE YOU UNCERTAIN OF

HOW T0 HANDLE THAT NEW
INHERITANCE?

group of slaves to freedom, turned a fractious
collection of individuals into a nation, and
so transformed them that they became the
people of eternity.

It was Moses who mediated with God, per-
formed signs and wonders, gave the people
its laws, fought with them when they sinned,
fought for them when praying for Divine for-
giveness, gave his life to them, and had his
heart broken by them when they repeatedly
failed to live up to his great expectations.

Each age has had its own image of Moses.
For the more mystically inclined sages, Moses
was the man who ascended to Heaven at the
time of the giving of the Torah, where he had
to contend with the Angels who opposed the
idea that this precious gift be given to mere
mortals. God told Moses to answer them,
which he did decisively. “Do angels work that
they need a day of rest? Do they have parents
that they need to be commanded to honour
them? Do they have an evil inclination that
they need to be told, ‘Do not commit adultery?”
(Shabbat 88a). Moses the Man out-argues the
Angels.

Other sages were more radical still. For
them Moses was Rabbeinu, “our rabbi” — not
a king, a political or military leader, but a
scholar and master of the law, a role which
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they invested with astonishing authority.
They went so far as to say that when Moses
prayed for God to forgive the people for the
Golden Calf, God replied, “I cannot, for I have
already vowed, “One who sacrifices to any God
shall be destroyed” (Ex. 22:19), and I cannot
revoke My vow.” Moses replied, “Master of the
Universe, have You not taught me the laws of
annulling vows? One may not annul his own
vow, but a sage may do so.” Moses thereupon
annulled God’s vow (Shemot Rabbah 43:4).

For Philo, the 1st century Jewish philoso-
pher from Alexandria, Moses was a philos-
opher-king of the type depicted in Plato’s
Republic. He governs the nation, organises its
laws, institutes its rites and conducts himself
with dignity and honour; he is wise, stoical
and self-controlled. This is, as it were, a Greek
Moses, looking not unlike Michelangelo’s
famous sculpture.

For Maimonides, Moses was radically dif-
ferent from all other prophets in four ways.
First, others received their prophecies in
dreams or visions, while Moses received his
when awake. Second, to the others God spoke
in parables obliquely, but to Moses He spoke
directly and lucidly. Third, the other prophets
were terrified when God appeared to them
but of Moses it says, “Thus the Lord used to
speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks
to his friend” (Ex. 33:11).

Fourth, other prophets needed to undergo
lengthy preparations to hear the Divine word;
Moses spoke to God whenever he wanted
or needed to. He was “always prepared, like
one of the ministering angels” (Laws of the
Foundations of Torah 7:6).

Yet what is so moving about the portrayal of
Moses in the Torah is that he appears before
us as quintessentially human. No religion has
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more deeply and systemically insisted on the
absolute otherness of God and Man, Heaven
and Earth, the infinite and the finite. Other
cultures have blurred the boundary, making
some human beings seem godlike, perfect,
infallible. There is such a tendency — marginal
to be sure, but never entirely absent — within
Jewish life itself: to see sages as saints, and
great scholars as angels, to gloss over their
doubts and shortcomings and turn them into
superhuman emblems of perfection. Tanach,
however, is greater than that. It tells us that
God, who is never less than God, never asks
us to be more than simply human.

Moses is a human being. We see him
despair and want to die. We see him lose his
temper. We see him on the brink of losing his
faith in the people he has been called on to
lead. We see him beg to be allowed to cross
the Jordan and enter the land he has spent
hislife as a leader travelling toward. Moses is
the hero of those who wrestle with the world
as it is and with people as they are, knowing
that “It is not for you to complete the task, but
neither are you free to stand aside from it.”

The Torah insists that “to this day no one
knows where his grave is” (Deut. 34:6), to
avoid his grave being made a place of pil-
grimage or worship. It is all too easy to turn
human beings, after their death, into saints

AVIGAIL CORN

ARCHITECTURE & INTERIOR DESIGN
,054-944-6778

and demigods. That is precisely what the
Torah opposes. “Every human being” writes
Maimonides in his Laws of Repentance (5:2),
“can be as righteous as Moses or as wicked
as Jeroboam.”

Moses does not exist in Judaism as an object
of worship but as a role-model for each of
us to aspire to. He is the eternal symbol of a
human being made great by what he strove
for, not by what he actually achieved. The
titles conferred by him in the Torah, “the man
Moses”, “God’s servant”, “a man of God”, are
all the more impressive for their modesty.
Moses continues to inspire.

On 3 April 1968, Martin Luther King deliv-
ered a sermon in a church in Memphis, Ten-
nessee. At the end of his address, he turned to
the last day of Moses’ life, when the man who
had led his people to freedom was taken by
God to a mountain-top from which he could
see in the distance the land he was not des-
tined to enter. That, said King, was how he
felt that night:

I just want to do God’s will. And He has
allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I've
looked over. And I've seen the promised land.
I'may not get there with you. But I want you
to know tonight that we, as a people, will get
to the promised land.

That night was the last of his life. The next
day he was assassinated. At the end, the still
young Christian preacher — he was not yet
forty —who had led the civil rights movement
in the United States, identified not with a
Christian figure but with Moses.

In the end, the power of Moses’ story is
precisely that it affirms our mortality. There
are many explanations of why Moses was
not allowed to enter the Promised Land. I
have argued that it was simply because “each
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generation has its leaders” (Avodah Zarah 5a)
and the person who has the ability to lead
a people out of slavery is not necessarily
the one who has the requisite skills to lead
the next generation into its own and very
different challenges. There is no one ideal
form of leadership that is right for all times
and situations.

Franz Kafka gave voice to a different and
no less compelling truth:

He is on the track of Canaan all his life; it
is incredible that he should see the land only
when on the verge of death. This dying vision
of it can only be intended to illustrate how
incomplete a moment is human life; incomplete
because a life like this could last forever and
still be nothing but a moment. Moses fails to
enter Canaan not because his life was too short
but because it is a human life.!

What then does the story of Moses tell us?
That it is right to fight for justice even against
regimes that seem indestructible. That God
is with us when we take our stand against
oppression. That we must have faith in those
we lead, and when we cease to have faith
in them we can no longer lead them. That
change, though slow, is real, and that people
are transformed by high ideals even though
it may take centuries.

In one of its most powerful statements
about Moses, the Torah states that he was
“one hundred and twenty years old when he
died, yet his eyes were undimmed and his
strength unabated” (Deut. 34:8). I used to
think that these were merely two sequential
phrases, until I realised that the first was the
explanation for the second. Why was Moses’

1. Franz Kafka, Diaries 1914 — 1923, ed. Max
Brod, trans. Martin Greenberg and Hannah
Arendt, New York, Schocken, 1965, 195-96.

strength unabated? Because his eyes were
undimmed - because he never lost the ideals
of his youth. Though he sometimes lost faith
in himself and his ability to lead, he never lost
faith in the cause: in God, service, freedom,
the right, the good, and the holy. His words
at the end of his life were as impassioned as
they had been at the beginning.

That is Moses, the man who refused to “go
gently into that dark night”, the eternal symbol
of how a human being, without ever ceasing
to be human, can become a giant of moral
life. That is the greatness and the humility of
aspiring to be “a servant of God.” m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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SUKKOT
VAYIKRA 22:26-23:44

’}‘ 1ST ALIYA (VAYIKRA 22:26-23:3)
'70 : An offering may not be brought
N\ e
in the first 7 days of the animal’s
life. An animal and her offspring may not
be killed on the same day. A thanksgiving
offering must be eaten within one day. Do not
profane My Holy Name, rather sanctify My
Name, the One who brought you out of Egypt.

The Torah reading for the first day of Suk-
kot is the whole of Chapter 23 in Vayikra,
which lists the entire yearly cycle of holidays.
Curiously, we begin 8 verses before that chap-
ter with a paragraph describing various rules
concerning offerings.

But it is the last line that is the connection to
Yom Tov. Sanctify My Name because it is for
that reason that I brought you out of Egypt.
The observance of the holidays has historical
meaning to be sure. But the history is not the
story; the story is the relationship. I brought
you out to be the sanctifiers of My Name. You
are My reflection in this world. And as such,

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

the tone is set for the description of the holi-
days, peering beyond their historical meaning
to the overarching meaning; His reflection
in this world.

"‘ 2ND ALIYA (23:4-14)
&0‘ Pesach is on the 14th of the 1st

month. For seven days consume
matzah. Day 1 and Day 7 are holy, no work
is to be done. On the day after the Yom Tov,
bring a measure of the first harvest of barley
as an Omer offering, accompanied by a sac-
rifice. The new grain may not be consumed
until this Omer is offered.

The description of the Omer offering seems
out of place. Though each holiday has an
offering, the emphasis of this section is not
offerings but holidays, chagim. The day the
Omer is brought is not a yom tov. But, similar
to the holidays, it has a specific calendar date.
Hence this section would be accurately called,
not a list of chagim, or holidays, but a list of
calendric events.

"‘ 3RD ALIYA (23:15-22)
k\" Count 7 full weeks from this

offering and on the next day, the
50th bring 2 baked breads of chametz accom-
panied by sacrifices. The Kohen shall wave
these 2 bikkurim breads. That day is a yom
tov, no work is to be done. When harvesting
your fields leave the corners and gleanings
for the poor and foreigner.

The 2 breads brought on Shavuot are the
bookends of the Omer. The Omer was barley,
brought the 2nd day of Pesach. The 2 breads
are wheat, chometz, bread, the first wheat
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offering of the new crop brought on Shavuot.
The Omer offering allowed consumers to now
be able to use the newly harvested grains.
But in the Temple, the new grain cannot be
used until 7 weeks later, with the offerings
of the 2 breads on Shavuot.

The contrast of the matzah that we eat on
Pesach and the chametz of this bread offering
on Shavuot invites our curiosity. Perhaps it
expresses 2 differing qualities. Pesach is the
holiday of history. In history you need to
move, move fast. Don’t let the dough rise.
Seize the moment; don’t miss it. Speed.

But on Shavuot, the topic is holy offerings,
not history. In the context of holy offerings,
patience is king. Wait. 7 weeks. Patience. Let
the dough rise, become chometz. Wait. While
history demands speed, holiness inheres in
restraint.

’;‘ 4TH ALIYA (23:23-32)
VK\O} The first day of the 7th month is

a day of Teruah, a yom tov. But the
10th day of the month is Yom Hakippurim.
Afflict yourself for it is a day of atonements.
It is a holy day; no work may be done. Afflict
yourself from the 9th in the evening, evening
to evening.

The Torah refers to Yom Kippur as Yom
Hakippurim, plural atonements. Perhaps

this is to infer that there are gradations of
atonement. Each holiday has a sin offering,
a chatat. If we gain atonement monthly, what
is the need for a unique day of atonement?

Perhaps because not all atonement is
created equal. There is atonement of a cer-
tain level achieved monthly. But profound
atonement, a complete cleansing, a thorough
and deep forgiveness is achieved on Yom Kip-
pur. Atonement accompanied by cleansing.
Hence, Kippurim — double kappara, double
atonement.

% 5TH ALIYA (23:33-44)

ﬁ The 15th of the 7th month is

: Sukkot for 7 days. The first day
is a yom tov as is the 8th day. Take a lulav
and etrog and rejoice for 7 days before G-d.
Dwell in Sukkot for 7 days so you will know
that G-d had your ancestors dwell in Sukkot
when leaving Egypt.

Sukkot rounds out the year of chagim. It is
the end. As such, it is a celebration not only
of itself but a celebration of the completion
of the chagim of the year. The lulav is the
expression of appreciation for the rich life
we enjoy, a life punctuated by rendezvous
with the Divine. Our greatest joy is that we
stand before the King, rejoicing before G-d.
That is true inner joy. H
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

A Celebration for
Foreign Nations

The haftarah selection for the first day of
Sukkot is taken from the final chapter of Sefer
Zecharya and describes the navi’s final vision
of the last battle against Gog and Magog, a
battle that would herald in the Messianic era.
The choice of this reading is mentioned in
the Mishna itself (Megilla 31a) for the very
logical reason (as pointed out by Rashi) that
it mentions the celebration of the future Chag
Sukkot. Indeed, we will find that the future
observance of this holiday is mentioned not
once or twice-but three times in this haftarah.

Our Rabbis’ view that Sukkot is a holiday
for the foreign nations is based not solely
on the 70 bulls (representing the 70 gentile
nations) that were sacrificed on this holiday
but perhaps more importantly, on the words
of Zecharya in this haftarah that any nation
who failed to observe Sukkot in Yerushalayim
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Helen: 0545934208
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will suffer drought that year.

When we consider the idea of the non-Jew-
ish world bringing sacrifices to the Bet
HaMikdash and observing the Jewish holiday
of Sukkot, we rightfully are perplexed. As Rav
Yehuda Shaviv points out, the sukkot in which
the Israelites dwelled during their sojourn
in the desert, refers to the protective cloud
cover (“ananei hakavod”) that surrounded
Israel in their journey through the wilder-
ness. As Chazal understand it, these clouds
protected Israel not only from the surround-
ing dangers of nature such as the desert sun
and the frequent windstorms, but from the
attacks of surrounding desert tribes and
foreign nations. Given that the very symbol
of the holiday was known as a divine tool to
keep the foreign nations out of the camp of
Israel, the requirement of these same nations
to enter Israel in the future to celebrate the
holiday is certainly puzzling. Additionally, this
concept stands in direct contradiction to the
celebration of Pesach where we read “kol ben
neichar lo yochal bo”, that no alien, non-Is-
raelite, may partake of the Korban Pesach.
What message, therefore, can we derive from
this curious phenomenon?

I believe that there is, indeed, an import-
ant message that Chazal leave for us. Our
perception of the Messianic era includes
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the punishment of those nations who per- .
secuted Israel. As a people who have suffered ™ M .
so long, it is only natural that we focus upon In Israel for Sukkot?

this aspect and see this as one of the goals ﬁﬂl M’! Imtls You
of Mashiach. But in reality the true goal is :

to bring the entire world to the recognition
of G-d’s mastery over the universe and have
them humble themselves before Him. We see

LIVEMUSHE | DRINKS | REFRESHMENTS

this in King Shlomo’s supplication upon the OPTIONAL SPEED DATING

completion of Bet HaMikdash (Sefer M’lachim EXCLUSIVELY FOR JEW!

A: 8:43), the story of Yonah and the declara- SINGLES IN THEIR %S & 305

tion of Yishayahu (56;7) that “My house shall -

be a house of prayer for all nations”. >> ?:3;:%?:1 g‘_-’;xp'::
The holiday of Sukkot, the time when Jerusaiem Ereat Synagogue

the first Beit HaMikdash was consecrated, $20/68NIS EARLY BIRD UNTIL SEPT 16

will eventually become the time when this
universal recognition of Hashem will be cel- P ——
ebrated. It will be the time of ULTIMATE joy, ngpo— mﬂi‘: H:"s"o -
when G-d’s expectations will be fulfilled. It §F*=% I'VE o)
is not punishment or revenge that we are to _ '

seek from the Mashiach, but, rather, a time NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
of peace, reconciliation and, as Yishayahu

Brand new building on Mekor Chaim

prophesied [11: 9], a time when the world is Recently finished, 4 room 111m, mirpeset, storage,

filled with understanding and the worshi parking and Shabbat elevator, 3rd floor, 4.37m nis
y . § , - P Great opportunity to buy in a new building

of G-d “kammayim layyam m’chassim”. m under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot

2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices start
L , . ) atjust 2.19m nis
Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can studio for rent in Katamon - Mechalki Hamim St.

be viewed by visiting the OU lIsrael Video archive: Close to the Shtiblach and park, 20m, ground floor.
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library 2800nis/month
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Estates, Probate, Real Estate Tama 38 and Renovation
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Adv. & Notary

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il
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For sale in the German Colony
A boutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience
inone of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods. -
3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available HaRav Aharon Soloveichik Zt'],
in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m 24" Yahrtzeit Commemoration
with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking. 9 October, 17 Tishrei 7:30 PM

E I_-*‘_- 'l 'T In the Succah of Rabbi Mordechai and
|

Sunday Chol Moed Succot

Lisa Goldenhersh, 34 Admor Miboyan,
Har Nof, Jerusalem

For more information:
© +972 54-209-9200
baruchjk@gmail.com

For more details, please contact
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

Are you suffering from Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis,
irritable bowel syndrome or gastroparesis?
START THE NEW YEAR OFF RIGHT WITH A COMMITMENT TO YOUR HEALTH.
TIME TO REGAIN CONTROL. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

DON'T:
¥ Try another restrictive diet
 Rely solely on medication
X Take more probiotics and gut supplements
* Accept “this is just how it is”

There's a MUCH better way to manage what's really going on by addressing the root cause —
the brain's emergency response system. When the brain is stuck in fight-or-flight, it constantly releases stress hormones.
Mo matter how clean the diet or how many medications are taken, the body stays in a reactive state
and symptoms persist. And If this isn't addressed, long-term relief stays out of reach.

5o people with |1BD, IBS and gastroparesis often stay stuck in a painful cycle of flare-ups, fatigue, and frustration.
But the good news is_.calming the brain’s emergency response system is actually pretty simple...IF you have the right system.
This program is for adults with Crohn's disease, ulcerative colitis, 1BS and gastroparesis who are ready to:
Regain their energy Feel in control of thelr body again  Stop planning life around the nearest bathroom.
Reconnect with joy, travel, and relationships without anxiety
Watch my free webinar at https://drmarciereiss.com/register

20% DISCOUNT IF YOU'RE GIVING THE GIFT OF HEALTH TO SOMEONE ELSE.
GROUP RATES FOR GROUPS OF 5 OR 10. REACH OUT TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!
DRMARCIREISS@GMAIL.COM
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RABBINIC ENDORSEMENTS:

“Pearls of wisdom that strengthen
devotion to serving Hashem.”
Rabbi Asher Weiss

“Perfect for busy readers, capturing
flashes of wisdom in just minutes.”
Rabbi Elimelech Kornfeld

ORDER NOW!

SPECIAL LAUNCH PRICE

30 each | n100 for 4 books
Call to Order: 054-849-3480
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Ben Zimrg -

REAL ESTATE

The best deals in Jerusalem

FOR SALE

OLD KATAMON
Nice 2.5 rooms, 50m, ground floor, good shape,
balcony, sunny, quiet, 2,600,000 Nis

RECHAVIA - Large 4.5 rooms, 120m, on the
ground floor of a stylish building, 2 balconies with
a possible exit to a garden, for renovation with
great potential, high ceilings, 3 directions, mamad,
exclusive, 5,600,000 Nis

GERMAN COLONY WITH GARDEN

Lovely 4 rooms, 91m, 50m garden, in an arab style
building, renovated, master bedroom, bright,quiet,
great location, 6,100,000 Nis

CHARMING CORNER IN GERMAN COLONY
WITH GARDEN - Great 5 room apt, 180m, 140m
private garden, in a modern building, large living
room, master bedroom, bright, quiet, storage room,
private parking. RARE!

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem

Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com
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American Immigration
& Naturalization Law

Michele Coven Wolgel

US Citizenship for Children &
Grandchildren

www.wolgelaw.co.ll
lawyer@wolgelaw.co.l
Tel: 02 590 3444
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STATE-OF-THE-ART
Dental Implants

‘Teeth In

An Hour

Dr. Gedaliah I\Ilordech'éi Stern

Diplomate of Oral Implantology

Faster, Easier and Better than ever before.

Come and get a second opinion, if you were told you need:

‘ Bone grafts or sinus lifts | Cutting and stitching | Months without teeth | Not enough bone
(These can usually be avoided today) /

Almost always with less pain and less swelling, thanks to Lasers and Advanced Technologies.
No-cost consult. No-cost x-rays (2D/3D) if have already, within last 6 months.

US © 1607-55th St. Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 < 718-305-5480

Il © Ussishkin 57, Rechavia, Jerusalem & 02-6258258
@ implantsandlasers-r-us.com
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN

|i|r‘|.‘__-l—\-\-
i Jermesid

INITIATIVE

Uni

ifying the Divine:

Hashem’s Timeless Name

N M NND 0P YWDV A0
TR DY THNR

And the L-RD shall be king over all the
earth; in that day there shall be one L-RD
with one name. (Zechariah 14:9)

The pasuk in our Haftorah is one that is
both beloved and well-said. We recited it as
part of the Yamim Noraim davening as well
as multiple times daily at the end of Aleinu
prayer. /PP Ninn DP2 YD 9279y 9207 "0 i
STNN WY TNN "N, And the L-RD shall be king
over all the earth; in that day there shall be one
L-RD with one name. The Gemara (Pesachim
50a) asks, what is the meaning of the word
“one” in this context? Are we suggesting that
currently Hashem’s name is not one? Rav
Nachman bar Yitzchak offers an answer to
the question. In this world, G-d’s name that
is written with the letters yod and heh is read
as Ad-nai, which begins with the letters alef
and dalet. G-d’s name is not pronounced in
the same way as it is written. However, in the
World-to-Come it will all be one, as G-d’s name
will be both read with the letters yod and heh
and written with the letters yod and heh.

Today we don’t articulate the name of
Hashem in the way it is written but rather
with the name of Adonut. We recognize Hash-
em’s rulership, as servants who relate to a

master. Our comprehension of this world is
limited and we must have faith in our Master
of the world. The navi Zecharia speaks of a
future time when Hashem’s greatness and
reach will be manifest. We along with the
nations of the world will embrace the totality
of Hashem’s reign, of His overarching time-
lessness. We pray for a world where we can
openly articulate the holy name that connotes
Hashem’s presence in the past, present and
future.

During challenging times, people may find
themselves asking where is G-d’s presence.
We ask ourselves how we can make Hash-
em’s name of timelessness manifest - how can
we make the Divine Name more palpable in
our world. Every act of chessed we do, every
word of Torah we study makes a difference.
These actions allow us to create a G-dly past,
a Divine present and a spiritually oriented
future thus capturing Hashem’s timeless
name. Let us commit ourselves to increasing
our Torah and chessed as a way of making
Hashem’s name more known in the world. m

A small Sefer Torah with its own
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses
or for any other necessary occasion
on a temporary free-loan basis.

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173
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Professor Mathew E. May, in the best of his
six books, “In Pursuit of Elegance,” argues
for the need for simplicity. He points to a
fascinating study:

“When psychologists at the University
of Illinois showed a picture of an elephant
in a jungle to a study group consisting of
people from all ages from the United States
and Canada, the image triggered different
brain activity as shown by functioning mag-
netic resonance imaging (fMRI). Basically,
for all Americans, the part of the brain that
recognizes objects was lit up. Not so for the
Asians. In other words, Asians saw a jungle
that happened to have an elephant in it. But
the Americans saw an elephant without tak-
ing much notice of the jungle.” (In Pursuit of
Elegance: 2010, Broadway Books. Page 11)
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RABBI BARUCH TAUB

Seeing the bigger picture and focusing
on the general versus the specific is at the
heart of Sukkot. First we enter Elul and force
ourselves to discover our dead weight that
we may have been carrying; following this
period of self-reflection and loneliness we
enter into a relationship with Hashem on
Rosh Hashana, i.e. Malchiyot; our mission
is completed on Yom Kippur, when, after
discovering our negative baggage we can
finally dispense of it. We leave Yom Kippur
as a new person, likened to a man with no
possessions, just his devotion to HaShem.

On Sukkot it is time to re-enter society,
to return to our homes. But our homes
shall be all alike: general, nondescript, and
non-specific. Built of the most basic mate-
rials and for the most basic needs. The Sfas
Emet explains the verse “V’Hayitah Ach
Sameach” (Devarim 16:15) and in particular
the exclusionary term “Ach” as to eliminate
specificity as a means to be happy. Indeed
Rashi states that this verse is not a command
rather a promise. As the Sfat Emet explains;
if we can embrace simplicity and look at the
big picture we will be happy.

The Talmud (Sukkah 11b) teaches us of a
famous debate between Rebbe Akiva and
Rebbe Eliezer as to what this holiday is com-
memorating. According to Rebbe Eliezer we
sit in Sukkot so as to remember the Clouds
of Glory that Hashem surrounded us with
during the sojourn in the wilderness. Rebbe
Akiva however takes a simple approach:
Sukkot is to remember the actual Sukkot
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built in the desert, “.....Succot Mamash”

In the journal Moriah (Kovetz HaMoadim
P299), in an article by Rav Y. Tzadka, the
writer points out something extraordinary:
in all other places in the Talmud where
Rebbe Eliezer and Rebbe Akiva debate the
interpretations of verses their opinions are
in the reverse: Rebbe Akiva is the one to have
an esoteric understanding based on exegesis
and tradition, whereas Rebbe Eliezer always
takes the literal approach, sometimes even
utilizing similar phrasing found in the above
Talmud in the name of Rebbe Akiva: “Rebbe
Eliezer says Aviah Mamash; Rebbe Akiva says
....” (Yevamot 48a)

In the above article, the author suggests
that the Talmud that we have today in trac-
tate Sukkah contains a printing error thus
radically changing the way this Talmud has
been read for well over a millennia.

Perhaps a less drastic, although homiletic,
understanding can be offered. Rebbe Akiva
does indeed always take the sophisticated
approach, after all the Torah is the most
sophisticated text. Sukkot however,as
explained above, represents minimalism, the
ideal of embracing the basic and simple. It
is by Sukkah, and Sukkah alone, that Rebbe
Akiva felt that the Torah wanted this theme
translated into interpretive ethos of the day
as well. Thus, Sukkot Mamash.

This is the Sukkah and this is the holiday of
Sukkot. Let us embrace that which is simple
and our happiness will be exhilarating and

lasting.
Chag Sameachm
MY NNIAY
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"Re-vibe" «Re-Structure -Renew
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Rebbetzen

Rochel Albert

Marriage Transformational
Coach & Solutionist

Rebbetzen Albert specializesin
complex shalom bayis cases and
mental health challenges within a

Torah-based framework.

Her effective remote energy-medicine
therapy sessions fix the root causes of
most marital issues, even when one
side is not interested in changing.

(@ +1(305) 305-3333 (B 055-500-9021
©) rochel@moodtek.com

Free 7-hour Online

Marriage Reboot Seminar
Trigger release -Communicaton
-Intimacy-Boundaries

Want a meaningful career
helping people heal in a powerful way?

Applications being accepted to learn
Levell

Kosher Energy Therapy®

Online 30-hour prerecorded
mind-blowing course, and daily live training
via zoom for two months.

Learn comprehensive
powerful tools to heal most issues,
while healing yourself and your family.

Rabbinically approved program.
Work from home,
average $100 + per hour once certified.

Registration Extended until Yom Kippur

Visit Moodtek.com for more details.
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3-bedrooms From 3,500,000 with 10%
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at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001
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\ Be'er Tziporal ah - m%
' Bottled Water Ge

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having
the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May
Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama
shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.
With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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GabaiRealEstate.com

Just Listed! 130 sqm, 4 rooms, 2.5 bath, Duplex
Apartment. 30 sqm Succah Balcony, Private Parking, and
Shabbat Elevator Asking: 5,680,000 NIS

Magnificent Arab-style house on three levels! Over
263 m® of registered space, and even more in reality. This
near-enfire building boasts a private entrance, high
ceilings, a spacious wrap-around garden, and parking. In
gxcellent, move-in-ready condition, modern comfort in
this extraordinary property. Contact for more information!

Amazing Deal! Rare family home, spacious 200 sqm, 55
sqm garden, 6 rooms (Large Saferoom), 3.5 bath. Private
enirance, Parking, opt. for guest unit, best location!

Best Value in City Center! 80 SQM, 3 rooms, 2
bathrooms, fully accessible, shabbat elevator, storage an
polential for additional bedroom! Asking 2 950,000 NIS

Penthouse In The Sky! Gorgeous 200 SQM penthouse,
6 bedrooms, 3.6 bathrooms, 30 SQM succah balcony,
gorgeous views, parking, private elevator, and move-in
ready! New Price Contact for info

Hagilgal, Ma'ale Adumim
Free Standing House! 355 sgm. 10 rooms, 5 bath. Poal,
Jacuzzi, Sauna. Beautifully renovated and designed with

& massive succah terrace and a slunning view! Contact

for more information!

Zeit Shemen, Zayit, Efrat

Amazing Value! Amazing apartment with large terrace, 3
bedrooms, 1.5 baths, large living space, storage, and
incredibla mountain views! Asking: 2,280,000 NIS
Beit HaBechira, Tamar, Efrat

NEW PRICE! Gorgeous, renovated duplex with private
entrance. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baihs, succah balcony, 2
parking spots and storage. Contact for pricing|

l @ Yaniv +972.52.614.1442]

K
bairealestate.com =

g'-
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Q@ Yotam St., Greek Colony, Jerusalem

Discover a brand-new
project in the heart of
Jerusalem, ready in ~2.5
years.

= Parking & storage
+ 2 rooms from 2,900,000 NIS
« 3 rooms from 4,660,000 NIS

Contact us:

+972 53-368-2272 | ben@capitil.com

License #310883552

Images are for marketing and illustration purposes only.
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. for Jerusalem'’s
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Financial Transparency Every detail of your Dedicated personal
- every shekel = building managed service for residents
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Get in touch today for a quote and professional building assessment.

Discover how we can help improve and maintain your investment.

VPN CALLUS 9 077-2307976
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WHO CAME THIS SUMMER TO Properties for Sale/
ERETZ YISRAEL Rent in Neve Daniel
Free-standing houses
0Yv1229 021 1AW and cottages
4 Call now 0544874122

K.Yabne Real Estate

We're here to help you find
properties in Jerusalem and beyond,
Call me today!

Nahum Glatzer
Gilinski Real Estate
0507225694

ALREADY
BEEN 1O
HEBRON-:
Let us know ang
we will add 5
new sjte to the
group toyr,

Visit HebronFund .org
to view upcommg A
tour dates

Round-trip coach bus to Kever Rachel, Maarat HaMachpela
and modern Jewish Hebron neighborhoods.

Let us know if your child is celebrating a Bar/Bat Mitzvah so we can make their experience even more meaningful!

GUIDED BY RAV SIMCHA HOCHBAUM
Ofz{0]
OFFICE: 718-677-6886 TOURS: ® 052-431-7055 - tour@hebronfund.org  ggaiy:

[=
www.hebronfund.org
Official Sponsor of the fewish Community of Hebron
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My neighbor has muscle atrophy
and can no longer put up his sukka or assem-
ble his arba’a minim. I offered to do them for
him, but he does not like receiving favors and
prefers teaching his non-Jewish worker to do
them for him. May a non-Jew do these things?
Should I take “no” as an answer?

Regarding sukka, it seems to be
an explicit gemara (Sukka 8b; see Shulchan
Aruch, Orach Chayim 635:1) that a non-Jew
can make a kosher sukka as long as he did
so to provide shade. The Rama (OC 649:1)
confirms that the same is true for tying
up the hadasim and aravot with the lulav.
However, it is somewhat more complicated.
The Magen Avraham (649:3) infers from the
Rama’s wording that such a sukka or lulav is
only kosher after the fact, but that, I'chatchila,
a non-Jew should not do it.

The Magen Avraham traces stringency
to the halacha for tefillin and tzitzit. The
gemara (Gittin 45b) derives from the prox-
imity of “you shall tie” and “you shall write”
(Devarim 6, regarding tefillin and mezuza,

respectively) that only those who are con-
nected to the mitzva of tefillin can write
sacred scrolls. Tosafot (ad loc.) cites Rabbeinu
Tam as using this source to disallow a woman
tying on ¢zitzit or assembling arba’a minim
because they are exempt from these mitzvot.
The Magen Avraham accepts Rabbeinu Tam,
but only partially. Rabbeinu Tam seems to
disqualify people even b’dieved, whereas
the Magen Avraham, working within the
Rama, who fundamentally accepts non-Jews
for sukka and lulav, recommends avoiding
them Uchatchila.

Tosafot, for their part, reject Rabbeinu
Tam’s extension of the disqualification to
women, as even non-Jews are disqualified
even for tzitzit only due to a pasuk, as well
as his extension to other mitzvot, based on
the gemara that allows a sukka made by a
non-Jew. Almost all poskim (see Be’ur Hala-
cha to 14:1; Chochmat Shlomo (Kluger) ad
loc.) fundamentally reject Rabbeinu Tam/
Magen Avraham. However, due to the weight
of these great authorities, many poskim rec-
ommend avoiding using a non-Jew for sukka/
arba’a minim (ibid.; Mishna Berura 649:14).

If the disqualification from writing holy
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Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare
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ORTHODOX
UNION 73

Enhancing fewish Life

L

texts does not extend to other mitzvot, then
why does the Rama (14:1; the Shulchan
Aruch ad loc. is lenient) cite two opinions
regarding women’s ability to tie tzitzit and
prefer avoiding it? Acharonim distinguish
between the mitzvot. The Be’ur Halacha (to
14:1) mentions those who disqualify women
from tzitzit based on a pasuk. The Chatam
Sofer (Shut, Yoreh Deah 271) distinguishes
that the fact the Torah describes tying tzitzit
as its own positive mitzva explains requiring
someone to whom the mitzva of tzitzit is
incumbent. In contrast, building a sukka is
just a hechsher (preparation for a) mitzva,
and thus anyone can do it. Chochmat Shlo-
mo’s (ibid.) distinction is that tzitzit must
be tied on lishma (for the purpose of the
mitzva), but since sukka does not require it
(just that it be done for shade), it does not
need to be done by one who is obligated in
the mitzva.

The indications regarding lulav are similar
to those for sukka (see Rama OC 649:1 and
Mishna Berura 649:14(, with two notable
differences. On one hand, there is no gemara
saying arba’a minim assembled by a non-Jew
is kosher. On the other hand, the whole need
for the binding together of the lulav, hadasim,
and aravot is of a low or possibly technical
level (see Sukka 33a; Shulchan Aruch, OC
651:1; development of this point is beyond
our scope).

Now for our recommendations. If your
neighbor would ask us, we might tell him
that since the only part of the sukka that there

ey
Highest Prices m Paid
Member

Flawless
Service
25years+ Club

Diamond

WANTED

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

##* Alan Sussman, “The Collector” *#*

052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

is a question about is the s’chach, he could
have his worker build the frame and walls
and let you happily put up the s’chach (or
even just lift it up — see Shulchan Aruch, OC
626:2). Similarly, he could let you assemble
the arba’a minim without needing to teach
you. However, since it sounds (it may be
worth checking better) like he does not want
you to do it and the case for chumra is quite
tenuous and only I’chatchila, we recommend
to leave things as they are.

Having a dispute?

9 For a Din Torah in English
f -\' or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah-Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e Fax: (02) 537-9626
‘Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

Property Management

Trusted by Owners Since 2008
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Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

W N»YH
9”7 1NN IR OV 12 PNY? PRI

Finding
Your Place at

the Holiday
Table

Daniel asks: I have a single friend who,
every year before the holidays, falls into a
kind of sadness. Instead of feeling excited for
the new year, she dreads all the holiday meals
surrounded by her married siblings and their
children. She feels like the “black sheep” at
the table, like she doesn’t belong. How can
I encourage her, help her shift her mindset,
and bring her some comfort during this time?

Aleeza answers: I can hear how much
you care about your friend, and I also feel
the heaviness of what she’s going through.
Holidays are meant to be joyful, but for
many singles they are some of the hardest
days of the year. Sitting at a table where
everyone else seems to “have it together”
can make a person feel left out and unseen.
Every soul has its unique journey, and every
chapter unfolds in Hashem’s perfect time. Her
story isn’t behind, it’s simply unfolding differently.

While no two journeys are the same,
knowing that doesn’t make it any easier
for someone to handle. Some marry young,

some later, some build their families quickly,
and some wait with patience and faith for
children. The test of waiting is painful. How
can you help her? Sometimes it’s not about
giving speeches, but about being a safe place.
Sit with her, listen, validate her pain, and
remind her gently that she is exactly where
she needs to be today. And as we know her
situation can change at any moment. You
can also encourage her to set an intention
for the holidays: instead of focusing only on
what’s missing, she can ask, “What do I want
to give this year? How do I want to show up?”
Shifting from comparison to contribution can
open the heart.

May she enter the holidays with an open
heart, may she feel her own worth and
beauty, and may this year be the one when
her deepest prayers are answered with joy.

Aleezam

v

Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[E%:[= en.shagririm.org.il

e

E 3 0585323242

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!
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NIGHT OF LEARNING »
: in Jetusalem b
BETWEEN BATTLE AND

SouL: TORAH REFLECTIONS
ON THE CONTINUING WAR

HOSHANA RABBAH NIGHT
SUNDAY 12.10.25
BEIT HAKNESSET HADATI LEUMI
HAR NOF

21115 Rabbi Shimshon Nadel -

Opening Remarks

Rabbi of the Zichron Yosef Community
21:30 Rabbi Yoni Rosensweig -
The Psychological Perspective
Founder of “Ma’aglei Nefash™

22:30 Rabbi Itamar Frisch -

Pushing the Limits of Time
Rabbi of the Dati Leuni Community

Rabbi Dr. Shlomo Brody -

The Ethical Perspective

Author of: Ethics of Qur Fighters: A Jewish View on
War and Morality

23:00

~ Songs and Nigunim
of Hope and Geulah <

All are welcome!

Free Parking

Real Estate

S EN g kN W
Z =i an S N
Newest Listings in and around Jerusalem

Luxury Penthouse
on the Mesilla Blvd e

150 sqm, 4 spacious bedrooms ’ 3
W

Designed to the highest standards.
3 modern bathrooms
Luxury kosher kitchen
2 sukkah balconies with beautiful views
Three-direction exposures
Secure parking for the entire building
Mamad (safe room)
Move-in ready
Price: Upag Request

& Half House in the
Heart of the Greek Colony

260 sqm
7 rooms
Elevator over all 4 floors
Private garden of 170 sqm
Price: Upon Request

Fantastic Duplex
Penthouse in
Zayit, Efrat
136 sqm
4 bedrooms, 2.5 bath
2 large terraces with great views
Shabbat elevator
Private parking, Storage
Motivated sellers! 3
Reduced Price: 3,650,000 NIS —

For Sale/Rent Unique Free Standing
~ House in Gefen, Efrat

Over 320 sqm over 3 levels
8 bedrooms, 4.5 bath
Architecturally designed + renovated
American style Kitchen
Central A/C + floor heating on each level
Huge wrap around garden
2 parking spots
Excellent location
Price: 8,500,000 NIS
Rental Price: 16,000 NIS per month

&

Dream Villa in Nokdim
Over 480 sqm on 4 levels [}
9 bedrooms
4.5 baths (one with a sauna)
Private elevator
Garden, Balconies
Private heated swimming pool
Option for a separate unit
Stunning views of the Judean hills
Price: 9,500,000 NIS

Yitzchak Kowalsky
\, 054-766-0338
DX Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
@ www.yykrealestate.com
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THE MOST SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION
OLD KATAMON

3 last apartments

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT US: l Es

REUVEN: 050-5231478 O'111a.R
Hachim9@outlook.com s




THE FREEDOM
OF MOBILITY
EVEN ON SHABBAT
AND CHAGIM

FREE

XL BATTERY
with your purchase of
a SHABBATTO

(up to 40 km range)

ﬁ:—erfmmﬁi‘s«

-

-

A B B B
SHABB /4N X ¥}
Are you struggling to get to shul on Shabbat? Is it hard to bring your mobility scooter when you

visit your children for a beautiful Shabbat together? Dreaming of a worry-free vacation abroad?
With the SHABBATTO mobility scooter, anything is possible!

For over 10 years, the ATTO series has been tested, refined, and customer proven. Our mobility
scooters feature an integral “mehudar” mechanism that doesn't require tricky and costly
installation, as in other scooters. Built to last and designed for your lifestyle!

Splits into 2 lightweight Spacious legroom and Wheels like a trolley and
parts, for easy lifting. high ground clearance. is approved for air travel.

Offer valid until 13.10.2025

MovINGITe:  rwamomasarsonee 077-9562851

. . . Office address: 16 HaGanan St., Modiin
life changing solutions &



Israel Real Estate
Is Open For Busmess__

We Have New Projects
& Resales

3 Bedrooms From:

Jerusalem - 3.8M NIS

Netanya 3.3M NIS

Ra’'anana 3.59M NIS

Tel Aviv - 54M NIS

Hadera - 3.3M NIS

Nth. Haifa - 1.7OM NIS

Kinneret - 2.OM NIS

Rehovot - 3.I5M NIS

Neve Shamir - 2.9M NIS Many_Projects Offer: *
Ashkelon - 3.25M NIS  Flexible Down Payment
Efrat - New Zayit Project E&Sg:ﬁggtigzr::dex

Zichron Yaakov - Land « Flexible Payment Options

125 sq meters - (I/8 dunam) - 70,000 *Varies By Project & Builder
250 sq meters - (1/4 dunam) - 130,000 o KETER will h
500 sq meters - (1/2 dunam) - 240,000W Wil cover your home

1,000 sq meters -(I dunam) - 450,000W inspection (up to 4,000)*
** Terms and conditions apply

|zzy Leizerowitz

+972 52 682-9367

) _ USA (786) 385-8859

KETER ADVISOR: BROKER - OWNER  info@keteradvisors.com
FEE: 2% + VAT
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Terem Online Urgent
Care Doctor

Private VIP Service , Fast, Convenient,
Professional - In English

@ speak directly with senior
board-certified urgent care physicians.

® OQuick assistance for commeon
urgent conditions.

@ Prescriptions digitally sent
to pharmacy.

Because your health
can't wait.

@ 1-599-520-520 @& www.terem.com

TERE v

“Turning Despair
into Hope” e

www.yeshezra.org = = woeini
Director: Menachem Persoff

Thanks to all the generous
donors who helped our clients
have a meaningful Yomtov.
Gemar Chatimah Tovah.

Website: www.yeshezra.org
Bank Transfer: Mercantile (17),
Branch 642, A/C 79747843

Send Asmachta for receipt

Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem

Credit Card:

Sara —077-820-0196 / 058-530-9161
Sun-Wed (10:00am-14.30 pm)
Donate with: JGive &

Tax benefit for donations as per
section 46a of the Israeli tax code

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff

050-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com

For Sale

IN ZICHRON YAAKOV

NEVE HABARON mnz 800,000

CONTACT US
ILANA GARBER: 052-502-2990
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Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 5:41 6:53 5:36 6:48 5:33 6:45
Aza Area (Netivot, Sderot et al) 6:00 6:56 5:55 6:51 5:51 6:47
Beit Shemesh / RBS 6:00 6:54 5:56 6:49 5:52 6:46
Alon Shvut 5:58 6:53 5:53 6:49 5:49 6:45
Raanana / Tel Mond / Herzliya / K. Saba 5:58 6:54 5:53 6:50 5:50 6:46
Modiin / Chashmonaim 5:58 6:54 5:53 6:49 5:49 6:46
Netanya 5:58 6:54 5:53 6:50 5:50 6:46
Be'er Sheva 5:59 6:55 5:54 6:50 5:51 6:47
Rehovot 5:59 6:55 5:54 6:50 5:50 6:46
Petach Tikva 5:41 6:54 5:36 6:50 5:33 6:46
Ginot Shomron 5:57 6:54 5:52 6:49 5:49 6:45
Haifa / Zichron 5:48 6:54 5:43 6:49 5:39 6:45
Gush Shiloh 5:57 6:53 5:52 6:48 5:48 6:44
Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel 5:59 6;55 5:54 6:50 5:50 6:47
Givat Zeev 6:01 6:53 5:56 6:49 5:53 6:45
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 5:58 6:54 5:53 6:49 5:49 6:45
Ashkelon 6:00 6:56 5:55 6:51 5:51 6:48
Yad Binyamin 5:59 6:55 5:54 6:50 5:50 6:46
Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden 5:49 6:52 5:44 6:47 5:41 6:43
Golan 5:55 6:51 5:50 6:47 5:46 6:43
Nahariya/Maalot 5:56 6:53 5:51 6:48 5:48 6:45
Afula 5:56 6:53 5:51 6:48 5:48 6:44
Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): 7:33 7:28 7:25

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities; 40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa).
* Without flame or besamim.
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Kiddush for Sukkot and Shwini Atzeret

91391 1339 191 *939

21930 99 K2 029D 729 19PN /N NN T2

729 1317 BY 521 93 NI YN ONYD TN PSR N NN I
DN NHPYY D1 NIDNIPIN /NN DM PN NYTRI NYY
109 NN .PYVYY 0NN

@ On Sukkot:

NNNNRY IT.ATH MIPD N
On Shmini Atzeret:

$NHNNY 1NIT DT HISYN N NIYN

| #

-----

HIDININ NVYUN NHRYA TYTR T DRYD Y20 DYTP
.DOMTDY INIY? WTDN N NON T2

£PRD Y212 NN M) MNDY DY T2 95N /D NN T3
On Sukkot only recite:

11993 3Y°2 1N PIHININYTR TN NP TN IPIN N NN I3

Kiddush for Day
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On Sukkot only recite:
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Upon Entering the Sukkal

When entering the Sukkah we invite the Ushpizin - guests to join us.
Customs vary regarding these prayers.

Usbpizin PTOWIR

24N2 NP MY DY PN 10 IPAD
NY2Y 1BYD NP2 WY T35 NMaD Y
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NOY NTIMY PRIPN NNINY N0 MIN M0N3 JR0Y n2p 1oy
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DN DPYTRT D702 923 DIP HYND 03PN INY 1 NIY MIN
Yy ©°29 032 AYOT 1T ,NNPINND N PVON) N2 BHIND MYN JI)
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DNTND TIYH 3N DPITRT DPVI9 923 DHMP YN it N3P

continued on next page...
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First Day)
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Second Day
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Third Day
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Fourth Day

DY SPIYIN 3 THY) DY 23T INDY SPIVIN DY TN 0N3

T 99D 1IN IpY? PHY BNIIN
Eftfy Day

INDY SPAVIN T2 1Y) 219y 12N INDY SPIVIN YINN 7910 VN3

T 9PV NYN APy PN DI
Smtfy Day

INDOY SPAYIN 73 TRY MY 23MT INDY SPIVIN 90V TN Sun3
SN IIN DYN 2PY? PHY DNIIN

Se'uentb Day

DY SPAYIN T2 TR Y SANNT INDY SPAYIN NT TN SuN2
APV IR DY 3 PHY DN



Seder N'ti[at Lu[av 5 n5701 7T

TI92) T N 0192 P]IAN YPONY YPON N P9Iz 1IN O
TORIPN TN THY NPNIN 203 >27Y) MY XY PYI 01
IND) DY KIPI TRY PN YD) PTA DITNNT 1) THk N
N2 1P2Y NYTH NIDJ YIY YIYD DNIN YN 2N DY
NYZIR MY TI97 NPYN N IPPOR 172 11017 1PN
MY ¥12D) PYIV) PDIOID 923 PR NI PN DY)
MPRPIVI NN T2 RYTRT ROV NTN22 P12 2 M3 NPDND
A P oy ID N DNTA
VAN ONIY? 52 DY DYDY NN

RN YA, D22 N N3

7299 PIN /D DPN I3
PININYTRIYROIY)
A5 NPV) HY MY

First time only



Tnsights and Tnstruction for Ntilat
Lulav

Even though LULAV is only one of the Four Species - it is the
most prominent; it is named in the BRACHA and the mitzva
is referred to as N'TILAT LULAV.

*Remember: Lulav & Etrog are not taken on the Shabbat during
Sukkot.

The mitzva of the Four Species [L&E] is fulfilled while STANDING.
The mitzva of L&E is to take the Four Species in hand together.
Therefore, one gets ready to do the mitzva by holding the Lulav
“bundle” in the right hand and the Etrog in the left, but does not
hold them together, and preferably has specifically in mind NOT
to fulfill the mitzva YET; then says the bracha (AND shehecheyanu
the first time as well), and THEN holds the L&E TOGETHER and
UPRIGHT with the intention of fulfilling the mitzva.

After the bracha/brachot and the joining of the L&E, the mitzva
is done. The custom is to wave the L&E in six directions. Keep the
L&E upright; hold them close to the chest and then extend your
hands forward. With the L&E in front of you, gently shake them.
Bring your hands back to your chest. Repeat in the same direction
two more times. Now do the same thing three times to the right.
Then three times behind you. Try not to turn too much in the
direction of the NA’ANU’IM (waving); rather face front as best as
possible and move the L&E in the different directions. Then to the
left three times. Up three times. Down three times. Extend, shake,
retract. Three times in each of the six directions.

Another custom for the order of directions for NA'ANU'IM: SOUTH,
NORTH, EAST, UP, DOWN, WEST




Hoshanot

The Hoshana prayers are recited
with the Arba Minim in hand
(except for on Shabbat). The Ark
is opened and a Torah is removed
and held at the Bimah. One may
say Hoshanot at home as well.

We begin Wlth
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First Day (Tues Oct. 7)
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Second Day (Wed. Oct. 8) ‘
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Third Day (Thurs.Oct. 9)
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Fourth Day (Fri. Oct. 10)
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See opposite page for Fifth Day..

Sixth Day (Sun. Oct. 12)
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Fifth Day (Shabbat Oct. 11)
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The following is said after each day's Hakafa (Shabbat has its own), and after the
7th Hakafot of Hoshana Rabba. It is said back at one's seat in shul.
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Hoshana Rabah (Mon. Oct.13)

Please see your machzor for the extensive Hoshanot for Hoshanah Rabbah.




Toral Readings for Sukkot
and Shwini Atzeret

Sukkot Day 1 Shmini Azeret/ Simchat
Vayikra 22:26 - 23:44 Torah
Maftir Bemidbar 29:12-16 Torah #1- V’zot HaBracha,
Devarim 33-34
Haftorah Zecharia 14:1-21
Torah #2- Bereshit 1- 2:3
Shabbat Chol Hamoed:
Torah #3 Maftir
Kohelet is read, Shmot 33:12 -34:26
. . Bemidbar 29: 35 - 30:1
Maftir Bamidbar 29: 26-31
Haftorah Yehoshua 1

Haftorah Yechezkel 38:18- 39:16

Reminder:
From Musaf niyv 7nw we begin adding to the Amidah the words:
gwin TP ANa wn

Before leaving the Sukkabh for the final time at the end of Hoshana Rabah one
can recite the following prayer:
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MEDEX AUSTRALIA

MedEx is the cant-miss event for doctors and
medical specialists considering Aliyah!

October 26 & 28, 2025 | Australia

MEDEX INFO SESSIONS

Are you a doctor or medical student thinking of Aliyah?
Join us to discuss what Aliyah can look like for you!

BOSTON - November 13, 2025 | CLEVELAND - November 20, 2025

NBN ON TOUR & MINI MEDEX

Meet our team, get answers, and move forward with your
Aliyah plans - with IMAP guidance for medical professionals.

TORONTO - November 16, 2025 | MONTREAL - November 18, 2025

SHARSHERET IN ISRAEL

STAY INFORMED. BE EMPOWERED. TAKE ACTION.
Join us for an evening with Sharsheret in Israel in honor of
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

Sunday, October 19, 2025 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

TECHNOLOGY MADE SIMPLE

Join us for a hands-on tech afternoon designed to build your
digital confidence in navigating Israel's app-driven world.

Thursday, November 6, 2025 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

CAFE OLEH: FALL SESSIONS

Supplement your existing Hebrew skills with the words and
insights you need to survive & thrive in Israel.

September - November 2025 | Online

www.nbn.org.il/all-events
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The Lone Soldiers Program (LSP)

Comprehensive mental health services
& emotional support for International
Lone Soldiers returning to civilian life.

The FIDF - Nefesh B’Nefesh Lone Soldiers Program
is honored to launch the LSP Resilience Center - a
new initiative offering expert therapeutic services
to Lone Soldiers.

Malll] In partnership with
NN 7N Sheba Medical Center

Therapy services are offered at the new NBN
offices in Tel Aviv (Azrieli Towers), as well as at
various clinics throughout Israel and the US.

Available to all international Lone
Soldiers residing in Israel, as well as reservists
from abroad who served during "lIron Swords"
and have since returned to the US.

WITHIN ISRAEL:
02-302-7007
INTERNATIONAL & WHATSAPP LINE:

+1201-246-6499
LSPRESILIENCE@NBN.ORG.IL

WWW.NBN.ORG.IL/LSP-RESILIENCE

All information shared is kept strictly confidential. Reach out today for support you can trust.



Whether you're building a team or building your
career, the NBN Job Board is your go-to site to
find staff and find jobs, with 200+ new roles each
month targeting English-speakers in Israel.

Y FOR JOB SEEKERS:

» Fresh openings added daily, across tech, finance, legal,
education, healthcare, nonprofits, operations, sales & more
« English-friendly roles for employers actively seeking
Anglo talent

« Smart filters by industry, experience, location, and work
type (hybrid/remote/on-site)

FOR EMPLOYERS:

« Tap an active, high-quality Anglo candidate pool

« Post a job in minutes and reach 10,000s of qualified
readers and site visitors

» Targeted exposure: the NBN community plus the wider
Anglo network

START HERE:
WWW.NBN.ORG.IL/JOBBOARD




DID YOU KNUW?

That the NBN Post Aliyah Answers
and Advocacy Department offers

the following services?

* Volunteers to assist you with your Post Aliyah needs.
Contact us at volunteers@nbn.org.il

* Monthly Open Forums

» Monthly phone calls by our Regional Coordinators

 Advocacy with all government offices

POST-ALIYAH QUESTIONS?

ANSWERS
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=The Israel
m Calendar

Visit The Nefesh B'Nefesh Israel Calendar to
explore Chol Hamoed events and activities
taking place all over the country!

The Israel Calendar is an online platform showcasing virtual and in-person
English-speaking programming throughout the country. All events posted
on the calendar are designed for Olim seeking to connect with like-minded
Anglos while benefiting from English-oriented events.

www.theisraelcalendar.org

Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your program
with the expansive Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.

Join us for a cozy Hebrew-
learning session at our next
Cafe Oleh Fall Session!

WWW.NBN.ORG.IL/CAFE-OLEH

VIRTUAL




RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”’h
17V 1050 195 19X N2 NOYD MN
Mother of Reuven Tradburks

~ SHMINI ATZERET/
SIMCHAT TORAH

We read the parsha of V’zot Habracha, a
short parsha of 41 verses. And the beginning
of Breishit which itself is 34 verses.

Moshe blesses the tribes of the Jewish
people, pointing out the qualities that a
variegated society will need. Leadership,
consistency, legislature, judges, business,
agriculture, warriors, minerals. In this Moshe
speaks mostly to G-d, not to the people, illus-
trating to Him the greatness of the people he
is to take leave of.

W 1ST ALIYA (DVARIM 33:1-7)
'/0 3 Moshe blesses the people before
] beop

his death. G-d approached us at
Sinai, although He has all nations; we were
the ones who received His utterances. He is
the King over Israel. Reuven endures as does
his progeny. Yehuda, G-d hear his voice, he
is powerful, and be his help.

Moshe does not bless the tribes in a way
that we think of blessing. A blessing would be:
may you have success or may you have peace.
Rather, Moshe describes the unique quality
of each of the tribes. Perhaps the blessing is:
be as you are, continue as you are.

Reuven is the consistent one. Enduring.
Always at the ready. Yehuda is power and

SHMINI ATZERET / SIMCHAT TORAH

leadership, the eventual monarch.

"/" 2ND ALIYA (33:8-12)
VK\O} Levi, He is Your pious one, with-

standing trials by listening to Your
covenant. They will teach Your Torah and
serve You. Bless him and gird him in the face
of adversaries. Binyamin, the beloved of G-d,
He protects him, while he dwells on His chest.

The Jewish people need religious leaders
and that is Levi. Binyamin is the seat of the
Mikdash, the physical partner to Levi’s reli-
gious service.

"/‘ 3RD ALIYA (33:13-17)
'/k\o‘ Yosef, his land is blessed, from

the sweet of the Land, moun-
tains and hills. He has power through both
Ephraim and Menashe.

Yosef is agricultural bounty, strength in
economy and strength in numbers.

'{‘ 4TH ALIYA (33:18-21)
R4 4 Zevulun is pleasing in his jour-
k\" p g )

neys, Yissachar in his dwellings.
People gather at the mountain, enjoying the
bounty of the sea and of the earth. Gad is
blessed, dwelling as a lion. His portion is leg-
islation, leadership, righteousness and justice.

Zevulun is the merchant marine, Yissachar
the philosopher prince. Gad is the backbone
of national institutions, of justice and the rule
of law.

’}! 5TH ALIYA (33:21-29)
'7‘\0‘ Dan is a lion cub, enjoying the

Bashan. Naftali, satisfied, full of
blessing, the sea and the south. Asher, blessed
more than children, beloved by brothers,
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feet of oil, shoes of iron and copper. None
is like G-d, riding the heavens in your aid,
splendorous.

Dan protects the northern border, while
Naftali the west and the south. Asher is the
peace maker, with “soft oiled feet but shoes of
iron”, a metaphor for stepping softly but with
principles when needed. The peace maker.
"‘ CHATAN TORAH (34:1-12)

k" G-d of ages surveys, under Him

strength, repelling enemies. The
Jewish people dwell safely, wheat and wine,
oil like dew. Fortunate are you Israel to have
such a Protector. Moshe ascended Har Navo,
looking out over the Land. G-d told him, this
is the Land I promised to you, though you will
not enter it. Moshe died, buried, though his
burial spot is not known. His strength was
with him to the end. The people mourned 30
days. Yehoshua was filled with Divine spirit,
though none will ever be as Moshe, knowing
G-d, face to face, performing all the wonders
which he did in front of all Israel.

Moshe’s life comes to an end. Perhaps a
tinge of tragedy, failing to enter the Land
he worked toward his whole life. But, in

A SHORT VORT

mentioning Yehoshua, and in following his
poetic description of the spectrum of talent
the Jewish people display, he leaves the world
satisfied. His goal was not to enter the Land; his
goal was to successfully lead his people to enter
the Land. He leaves the world satisfied that all
that is needed for success is right there in front
of them. His life’s mission was accomplished.
"‘ CHATAN TORAH - BREISHIT (1:1-2:3)
K\O‘ So as to continue the lifelong

: learning of our Torah, following
the conclusion of the Torah we jump right
in and continue with the beginning of the
Torah, reading the story of Creation from day
1 through Shabbat. m

Can you aftord

NIS 1,600,000

For lite s, Ingiamne gdications

NOT covered by Kupat Cholim?

Norman Zysblat
054 425 8671

Licevised rance Professional

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

(n:77) nWn 7ax DA M NN

"And the time of weeping and mourning was over." (34:8)
By the case of Moshe Rabbeinu's demise, we are told that the days of weeping and mourning

"came to an end".

The Oznayim LaTorah (Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin 1881-1966 Lithuania-Jerusalem) asks why
by the death of Yaakov Avinu there is no mention of when the weeping came to an end?

Rabbi Sorotzkin answers that when Moshe passed away, even though the people were full
of anguish and sadness, nevertheless they were encouraged by the forthcoming embarking
into the Land of Eretz Yisrael. This jubilant occasion was able to galvanize their feelings.
However, with the death of Yaakov was the impending danger of enslavement and exile.
For this reason, the Torah omits any reference to weeping or mourning "coming to an end."

Shabbat Shalom
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Upon the conclusion of the festival of Sukkot,
we celebrate the yom tov of Shemini Atzeret.
The yom tov of Shemini Atzeret is of course
known by another familiar name-Simchat
Torah. On Shemini Atzeret we move from the
simcha of sitting in the Sukka and rejoicing
with the arba minim to the joy of dancing
together with the Sifrei Torah. Over these
past two years, the yom tov of Simchat Torah,
has taken on even deeper meaning - a time to
celebrate the spiritual fortitude to face life’s
challenges and to acknowledge that indeed the
Jewish people are eternal, even as our enemies
continue to harm us, we continue to rejoice, to
project light and happiness to outshadow the
darkness projected by our enemies.

The Chasidic Masters suggest numerous
messages which are represented by the
hakafot and dancing of Simchat Torah.

The Baal HaTanya zy’a, noted that a Sefer
Torah contains 600,000 letters representing
the 600,000 souls who stood together to
receive the Torah at Sinai. The Sefer Torah
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. 055-771-2144
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gl
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WWww.otmot.com

represents the unity of Klal Yisrael, and the
value and importance of every single mem-
ber of the Jewish people - if one letter in a
Sefer Torah becomes erased or damaged, then
the entire Sefer Torah is considered pasul. On
Simchat Torah, we all come together to dance
with the sifirei Torah to remind us of the value
of unity and sanctity of each and every Jew.

Reb Yisrael Friedman, the Rizhiner Rebbe
zy’a, points to a well known Maamar Chazal to
explain this yom tov of Shemini Atzeret and Sim-
chat Torah. The gemara in Masechet Shabbat
31arecords the familiar story of the prospective
convert who comes before the Sage Hillel and
asks him to teach him the entire Torah, al regel
achat-while standing on one foot.

Hillel of course famously replied “that
which is hateful to you, do not do unto
others..”

The Rebbe explained that what the prospec-
tive convert was really asking was - tell me
all the Torah there is to know about the Yom
Tov of Shemini Atzeret-al regel achat-about
the yom tov which is one day long-the holi-
day that seemingly has no particular mitzva
associated with it. The Rebbe explained that
we therefore sing and dance and celebrate
together, to remind us on this yom tov of Sim-
chat Torah-this regel achat- of Hillel’s eternal
message of unity and mutual respect.

Rabbi Kalonymus Kalmish Shapira hyd,
the Rebbe of Piascezna zy’a, offers another
beautiful explanation as to why we call this
Yom Tov of Shemini Atzeret by the additional
name of Simchat Torah.
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In Derech HaMelech, the collection of the
Rebbe’s pre-war sermons and teachings, the
Rebbe writes:

“After the entire period of the Yomim Nor-
aim and Sukkot, when the Jewish people has
expressed both renewed commitment and
unity to one another, as well as displayed an
invigorated sense of commitment to Hashem
and his Torah, we come together and dance
with the Sefer Torah, not solely are we b’simcha
and rejoicing, but the Torah itself'is so to speak
b’simcha, the Torah is the proverbial baal sim-
cha that is rejoicing with the Jewish People, and
we are basking in the Torah’s joy....”

May each of us merit to experience and
recognize the unity, the sacred value of one
another, and to bask in the Torah’s joy as we
come together on the regel achat, the Yom Tov
of Simchat Torah. m

Join us for a Celebration of the 40
Years of Rabbi Reuven Grodner
and 15 Years of Rabbi Yonatan
Udren’s dynamic leadership of the
RRG Beit Midrash

Oct. 28, 2025 @ 7pm, Nefesh bNefesh
Sderot Yitzehak Rabin 10, Jerusalem

Refreshments will be served, and
the programis free and open to all!

SHERLOCKS

O e-of a-Kind

3 DOROT RISHONIM
(Off Ben Yehuda) 02 563-7155

A private house

in a great location

in Hashmonaim.

Elad- Real Estate:
050-2044118

Don’t miss out!
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Chol HaMoed Sukkot - Wed-Thu, Sun

16-18 & 19 Tishrel | 8-9 & 12.10
10:00 - 18:00
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Street actors, Interactive VR goggles Mishkan Fridge magnet Red Heifer
movies full-scale exhibition for a tour craft photo with Pavilion
and guides of the Mishkan inside the workshops biblical & Film
vessels Mikdash garments

Reservations: Google 'Ancient Shiloh' ¢ © 02-5789111 © © O
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LIGHTING THE WAY FOR 40 YEARS

OTS Emissary Placements 5786

BEREN-AMIEL | STRAUS-AMIEL | MAARAVA

Ohr Torah Stone salutes 42 graduates of
our emissary training programs who have
embarked upon new rabbinical and
educational placements around the world:

RABBI ELIYAHU &BAT CHEN BAR GEVA
PALMA DE MALLORCA, SPAIN

EDEN CHAJAJ
MIAMI, FLORIDA

RABBI AVIEL & GAVRIELLA DAHAN
PERTH, AUSTRALIA

RABBI DANIEL & ILANA EPSTEIN
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

ELISHA & CHAYA ERNEST
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

ORI & AVIA EZRA
TORONTO, CANADA

RABBI MAX & EFRAT GODET
MIAMI, FLORIDA

RABBI SHAI & EINAT GOTTLIEB
HAMPTONS, NEW YORK

RABBI AHARON & ALIZA GULMAN
MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY

RABBI NETANEL & AVITAL KASOVITZ
AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

RABBI ARIEL & MAAYANLAVI
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

ots.org.il

RABBI DAVID & ANAT MAGERA
CLEVELAND, OHIO

YEDIDYA & SHIRA MEUCHAS
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

RABBI SIMANTOV & CHANA NIGRI
CANCUN, MEXICO

RABBI SHMUEL ROSENBERG
PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC

MOSHE & KOCHAVA ROZENBAUM
MONTREAL, CANADA

RAFAEL & NITZAN SAADON
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

DAVID & KLIL SALEM
MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY

RABBI CHAIM & ARIELLA SINGER
TORONTO, CANADA

RABBI TZVI & YIKRAT TANNEBAUM
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

OPHIR & YAELI ZAMIR
DALLAS, TEXAS

RABBI YOSEF & TAL ZIMMERMAN
NAIROBI, KENYA



We also welcome back 20 emissaries
who returned home this summer from
the following locations, to serve
Am Yisrael in Eretz Yisrael:

RABBI ITAMAR & MICHAL APPLEBAUM
CORNELL UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK

RABBI ORIAH & SHIMA DVIR
UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM, ENGLAND

RABBI TZURI & HANNAH LEAH HASON
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

RABBI AZ] & ATARA HORVICH
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY, NEW JERSEY

RABBI AVIEL & MICHAL JAVASKY
HONG KONG, CHINA

DANIEL & RUTH LECOUNT
TORONTO, CANADA

YA'AKOV & NAVA LEIBNER
VANCOUVER, CANADA

RABBINETZACH & CHANA SAPIR
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

EDUARD &NOI SHPRUCHMAN
MADRID, SPAIN

RABBI SHAI & YAEL WELFELD
WARSAW, POLAND

We wish all 300 OTS shlichim in the field
and all our returned graduates
hatzlacha in their service to the Jewish people.

RABBI DR. KENNETH BRANDER RABBI DR.SHLOMO RISKIN
PRESIDENT & ROSH HAYESHIVA FOUNDER & ROSH HAYESHIVA

YINON AHIMAN MENACHEM SPITZ
DIRECTOR GENERAL CHAIR, ISRAELI BOARD

RABBI ELIAHU BIRNBAUM RABBANIT RENANA BIRNBAUM
DIRECTOR, OTS EMISSARY DIRECTOR, TRAINING PROGRAM
TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR WOMEN




MOTHER OF FALLEN SOLDIER, SERGEANT ELI MOSHE ZIMBALIST HY”D

Connecting to Hashem
Through Song

The holiday of Simchat Torah has arrived
and it is time to stop and reflect. We have
just had a very busy Elul and Tishrei, saying
Selichot, lots of davening, thinking about
and asking Hashem for Teshuva, and the
more mundane but yet important tasks of
preparing and eating meals pre-fast and
post-fast and Yom Tov ones, purchasing Daled
Minim, building a Succah, and planning Chol
Hamoed get togethers and day trips with the
family.

We finally get to the last Yom Tov of Sim-
chat Torah and how does one feel? The
answer I am thinking of is B’H we have
another Yom Tov, another way and time to
connect to Hashem. Yes we have just had
many days of Yom Tov, but this chag of

Simchat Torah is a different kind of chag. It
is a chag of endings and also of beginnings.

We finish reading the last parsha in the
Torah, V'zot Habracha and say 7ynnn pin 7in
but we also begin reading the Torah again
with Parshat Bereishit. Simchat Torah teaches
us a special yesod of Judaism. We never stop,
we never give up. Something may be finished
but there is a tomorrow and we start again
and keep going. This is the Torah way of life.
Every aspect of our lives can be learned from
something in the Torah, that is the special
way Hashem created it for us. It is a guide
book to help us figure out how to do the
right things, and this holiday that we get to
celebrate now, the last of the season, teaches
us this important point.

October 8th, 2023, Eli Moshe HY'D and his
fellow soldiers dancing hakafot shniyot
with a Torah on his army base.
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We can draw the strength to celebrate Sim-
chat Torah even when this day, just 2 years
ago, has forever been changed for Am Yisrael.
We will never forget what happened and our
hearts are with those who have suffered the
loss of family members and friends, and we
fervently daven for the hostages taken that
very day, to be released right away and to
stay strong. We daven for the safety of our
soldiers who are fighting against evil. It
may not always feel right to be singing and
dancing when so many are unable to; like
the hostages, the soldiers on the front lines,
and the injured, but I feel that the Torah and
specifically this Yom Tov teaches us that we
have to and it shows us how.

We keep going with our heads held high,
as hard and as challenging as that may be.
We do it for ourselves and for the future
generations. Resilience is one of our great-
est weapons, along with achdut, unity. When
we dance with the Torah together, we are all
united. We always need to be united. That
doesn’t mean everyone needs to agree but
we all need to tolerate, respect, love and
appreciate one another.

On Simchat Torah, we spend a lot of the
night and day davening in shul, but a lot
of the time is singing and dancing with the
Torah. This year when you are singing, I
want you to really think about what kinds
of songs we are singing. Listen to the words,
think about the kinds of songs we sing, and
the themes of the songs we sing. Singing these
songs connect us to Hashem. We sing about
the Torah, the Beit Hamikdash, Moshe Rab-
beinu, Hashem protecting us and watching
over us, not feeling fear, doing mitzvot with
happiness and the list goes on and on. Not all
tefillot are through words that we read and

say in our Siddur or Machzor, rather on this
special holiday we can connect and daven to
Hashem through song. Hashem wants that
connection with us.

Everyone, men, women and children when
you dance and sing this year, do it with joy
and happiness and concentrate on each
word in order to allow you to get closer and
connect with Hashem. May we focus on that
connection especially when we get to the last
song of the Hakafot, sing it like a tefillah, with
so much kavana and a fervent hope for the
coming of Moshiach.

H.)OR 7NN DHYWIPA NN MWD

Sara Zimbalist made Aliyah with her family 20
years ago to Bet Shemesh. She volunteers as an
EMT in Ichud Hatzala. She is the mother of fallen
soldier, Sergeant Eli Moshe Zimbalist HY”D who was
killed in Rafiach on June 15, 2024 at the age of 21.
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In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”’h
17V 1050 195 19X N2 NOYD MN
Mother of Reuven Tradburks

PARSHAT BERESHIT

The first 2 parshiot of the Torah, Bereshit
and Noach span 2,000 years. They can be
viewed as the dawn of mankind. But in the
narrative of the Torah, they must be seen
differently.

The Torah has 54 parshiot. The first 2
describe universal man. And 52 describe the
Jewish people’s covenant with G-d. Clearly,
the first 2 parshiot are a prelude, the back
story to the story of the Jewish people. But
not the Jewish people. The unique covenant
between G-d and a people. That is the story
of the Torah.

The story of the Torah is the covenant
established by G-d with the Jewish people;
who is in, how it develops, what are the
mutual demands, how is it expressed. The
first 2 parshiot must address the most basic
question; why was a covenant made with a
single people? While Parshat Bereshit is rich
in myriad lessons as to the nature of man, it
is primarily this back story to the covenant
with the Jewish people that is the narrative
of our parsha.

K 1ST ALIYA (GENESIS 1:1-2:3)
%‘ In the beginning was chaos;
N o

e spirit of G-d hovered over the
waters. Day 1, light was created. Day 2, the
waters were split up and down, with heavens

emerging between. Day 3, the water below
was split, with dry land emerging, with
vegetation. Day 4, the heavens above were
filled with the sun, moon and stars. Day 5,
the seas were filled with fish, the skies with
birds, blessed to be fruitful. Day 6, animals
were created on the land. And finally, man is
created in the image of G-d. Man is blessed to
be fruitful and multiply, to subdue the world
and to rule over the animals. The world was
completed; with no creation on the 7th day,
it was endowed with blessing and holiness.

The Creation of the world is depicted as
evolving from less sophisticated to the most
sophisticated. It begins with inanimate earth,
water, heavens, which then are filled with
vegetation, then living beings of fish and
birds, then land animals. And finally, man.

It is clear that it is not the creation of man
that is the pinnacle of this story, but rather
the radical being that he is; the image of
G-d. While we are quite familiar with the
description that man is created in the image
of G-d, it is, as Rabbi Sacks coined, “Radical
Then, Radical Now”.

Man created in the image of G-d? Thatis a
shocking depiction of man. As if to say, G-d
is Creating a partner, a shadow of Himself.
Man is not a fancy ape, a well-developed
baboon. While man shares characteristics
with animals, a chasm divides; that chasm
is the image of G-d.

The rest of this parsha is the development
of this unique and radical relationship; G-d
and His shadow creation, man. How much
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is man like G-d? In what ways? And more
crucially, in what ways not?

”/“ 2ND ALIYA (2:4-20)
K’) A more detailed account of the

Creation of Man: G-d creates man
from dust of the earth and breathes into his
nostrils the breath of life. He is placed in the
Garden of Eden, full of beautiful trees, to
work it, surrounded by rivers. G-d commands
man to not eat of the tree of knowledge. And
declares that it is not good for man to be
alone; I will make him a partner.

The language of chapter 2 is in striking
contrast to chapter 1. Chapter 1 placed man
as the pinnacle of created beings. Chapter
2 describes personality, morality, humility,
emotion. Chapter 1 is the creation of mankind
- chapter 2 is the creation of a person.

Man gets the name Adam as he is created
from the adama, the earth, a rather humble
beginning. Yet the description of his activi-
ties are all echoes of G-d the Creator. Man
is created alone. The garden will not grow
without him. He is to work and preserve the
garden. He is given a command punishable
by death. It is not good that man be alone; I
will make him a partner. The animals are
brought to Adam to name.

This description of man is defining the
image of G-d. Man, as G-d’s image is charged
with being His partner, sharing with Him
many characteristics. But he is not G-d Him-
self. He is to rule the world, as G-d Rules.
He is to name the animals, as G-d named
the day, night, heavens and seas. As He is a
Creator, man is to be a creator — a creator of
life through children, a creator of vegetation
through the garden.

On the other hand, it is not good that he is
alone — for there is only One who is Alone.

Man is to be G-d like, to be creative, to name
things as G-d named things in the Creation,
to take his place as the guardian of the world.
But while being G-d like, man needs to realize
the limits of that, so as to prevent his think-
ing: I am not just G-d like but perhaps G-d
Himself. Distinctions need be made.
X 3RD ALIYA (2:20-3:21)

%‘- Woman is created. The serpent
ANa

convinces Eve that were she to eat
of the forbidden fruit, she would be as G-d,
knowing good and evil. She and Adam eat of
the fruit and their eyes are opened and they
cover themselves with fig leaves. They hide
from G-d, Who challenges their disobedience.
All are punished - the serpent will slither, the
woman will birth children with pain, and
man’s cultivation of the earth will be with
sweat.

A richer story of symbolism in Tanach is
hard to find. A speaking serpent, the entice-
ment of beauty, hubris, failure, hiding from
G-d, blame, consequences. Many and varied
are the lessons to be culled from this story.

Man, created in the image of G-d, must
aspire to his lofty calling, while remembering
he is but the image of, not G-d Himself. Man
being alone may mislead him in thinking
he is the One and Only. Hence, he needs a
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partner. The serpent convinced Eve, and
then she Adam, that man need not keep the
command, for you are in His Image. The ser-
pent convinced them: as G-d cedes to man
leadership in this world, He likewise cedes
to man the role as legislator of good and evil.
If you don’t like His rule to not eat, make up
your own rule.

In that they err. While G-d, like you, must
defer in the ways I Require. G-d responds
by walking them back a bit specifically in
their most creative activities, as if to say that
while you are creators, I remain the Creator.
Eve, when you create and bear children, the
quintessential creative moment of human-
ity, it will be with labor, a reminder of your
earthly origins. And man, when you create
from the earth, it will be with sweat.

There is only One who Creates with the
uttering of a word, with ease. He is the
Creator; you, a creator. And He is the Com-
mander of what is good and evil, while you
are the commanded.

"‘ 4TH ALIYA (3:22-4:18).

k\" Man is exiled from the Garden
: of Eden. Cain and Abel are born.

They bring offerings to G-d — Abel’s accepted,

Cain’s not. Cain kills Abel. “Am I my broth-

er’s keeper?” Cain is consigned to wander

the earth.

Cain Kkills his brother. And in so doing,
violates another boundary between the one
created in His Image and the Creator himself.
While man will be a creator of life, he will
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not be a taker of life. That he must cede to
the Creator.

Sin is met with exile. Adam’s sin brings
exile from the Garden of Eden. Cain’s sin
brings wandering, homelessness. The Torah
explains the meaning of exile: Cain left from
being before G-d.

This introduces a pillar concept of man and
G-d. Divine disfavor with man results in dis-
tance. Adam was sent away from the Garden.
Cain sent away from being before G-d. Later,
the tower of Babel will bring dispersion. Only
Avraham will reverse this and journey not
away but toward a specific place.

5TH ALIYA (4:19-4:22)
A
k" Lemech and his wives Ada and

Tzila bear children. One is the ini-
tiator of animal husbandry, one of the music
of strings and wind instruments, and one of
the fashioning of copper and iron.

A curiously short aliya. Mankind advances
marvelously in creatively mastering the
world: the mastery of animals, creative
artistic expression of music and advanced
productivity of copper and iron. Man was
commanded in creation to master the world.
He is doing a good job.

But, while man is masterful in his creative
conquest of the world, the brevity of mention
is perhaps to highlight that of much greater
importance is his mastery of himself. The
Torah is far more interested in man’s eth-
ical behavior and his relationship with G-d
than with his mastery of iron and the creative
expression of his music. He is mighty good
at mastery of the world. Let’s see how good
at mastering himself.

"‘ 6TH ALIYA (4:23 - 5:24)
/k\" The generations from Adam

through Noah.
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Enosh is described as beginning to profane
the name of G-d. Rashi explains that people
and things were ascribed Divine qualities.
The beginning of idolatry. It is erroneous to
call Avraham the first monotheist. G-d spoke
to Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel brought
offerings and He spoke to Cain, and Noah
will be instructed by G-d.

Rather, man moved away from G-d, failed
in his behavior and became distanced.
Avraham is not the first monotheist; he is
the first to be embraced and to be pulled
closer by G-d.

The creation of man in the image of G-d, to
be His partner is suffering. Man overstepped
his place in failing to listen to the command,
in murder, and now in failing to maintain
G-d’s unique being. Early mankind is moving
away; Avraham will eventually be brought
near.

'{‘ 7TH ALIYA (5:25 - 6:8)
‘/k\“ Noah is introduced. G-d is dis-

appointed in man; his lifespan is
reduced to 120 years. G-d plans to destroy
man, animals, birds. Noah finds favor in
His eyes.

In the man/G-d balance, longevity induces
in man a feeling of eternal life, blurring again
the crucial differences between man and
G-d. In calibrating the correct balance for
the man/G-d relationship, longevity is count-
er-productive. Mortality is better. Man will
not live forever — only One lives eternally. A
shorter lifespan is in fact a gift from G-d, an
act of love and generosity. Reducing man’s
lifespan helps man to more clearly see that
while man is created in G-d’s Image, he is not
G-d Himself. Only One is eternal.

And so, the pillars of man in His Image
are presented. Only He is One; man has a

partner. Only He Commands; man obeys.
Only He Takes life; while man creates life,
he does not take it. Only He is Eternal, man
but 120 years. m

1%t of the 54 sedras; 1% of 12 in Bereshit.
Written on 241 lines in a Torah, rank 9.
23 Parshiyot; 10 open, 13 closed, rank: 6.
146 pesukim - rank: 8" (5% in Bereshit),
same as Mikeitz; but Miketz is longer in
lines, words, letters.

1931 words - ranks 8 (5™ in Bereshit).
7235 letters - ranks 11 (5% in Bereshit).
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Be Fruitful and Multiply.
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In Memory of Murray S. Greenfield
Marking One Year Since His Passing

Event Details:
"7 Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025
) Time: 7:00 PM
? Location: The Begin Center

\We are honored to welcome
Ambassador Mike Huckabee
as our guest speaker

! Due to limited seating, please reserve your place:
» ilan@gefenpublishing.com
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