Dear OU TT readers, the following outline
presents a guide to the laws and customs of
the observance of Rosh Hashana. May Hashem
bless you, your family, and all of 7x e ny with
a year of health, happiness, and success in both
ninnn and nimwa and may it be the year that
we welcome T n'wn! Shana Tova!

There is a widespread custom based on the
(:20) D7) X M) to perform 0773 NINN - nulli-
fication of vows, on Erev-RH in order to enter
the new year without violating the prohibition
of transgressing vows.! Any three men above
Bar-Mitzvah are qualified to form a Beis-Din
and nullify vows of others even if they are rel-
atives with one another or with the one who is
nullifying his vows.? If you do not understand
the Hebrew, it is best to recite it in a language
that you understand.? One can perform ninn
D’77) over Zoom as long as the three members
of the Beis-Din are sitting together and they see
the person reciting the 77NN (i.e. his camera is
on).* With regard to women, some say that if
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she is married, her husband should serve as her
messenger for 0’771 1NN and add the words
“and this is also for my wife,” while others say
that it is best for women to rely on the nnn
D77 of Kol Nidrei on Yom Kippur, and when
doing so, they should recite Kol Nidrei silently
with the chazan.$

The Rama writes that there is a custom for
men to go to the Mikvah on Erev-RH.” If one
is not able to go to the Mikvah, he can take a
shower instead.® The shower should be long
enough for 9 kav of water to be poured on one’s
head (12 or 16 liters).® ) ¢

XX

Married women (as well as single men/
women at home)* light candles for RH.* The
bracha recited on the first night of RH is »>71>”
“0”» H¥ 7). Some women also have the custom
to recite “23’NNW” when lighting the candles,
while others do not and rely on the “1’nnY”
recited during kiddush. One can follow one’s
family custom.'? Both Ashkenazim and Sep-
hardim first recite the bracha and then light
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the candles (a minority of Ashkenazim maintain
the same order as on Shabbos).®

On the second night of RH, candles are also
lit, but only after ©°23)51 NXX and only from
a preexisting lit candle. Ideally, these candles
should be prepared before YT, but if they were
not, they may be moved only after “31510 Nx¥
2. The bracha recited on the 2nd night is also
“0"y Yw M PY71Y” and both Ashkenazim and
Sephardim recite the bracha before lighting the
candles.™ As on the first night, some women
have the custom to recite “9>NNY”, but ideally,
they should only recite the bracha if they will
be eating a new fruit that night or if they are
wearing a new dress that night. When reciting
the “2’Nnv”, they should have in mind that
the bracha should incorporate RH and the new
fruit or the new dress.® (If they have a new
fruit, they should wait for kiddush before eating
the fruit). After lighting the candles, one is not
allowed to blow out the match.’® On the second
night, setting the table and heating up the food
is allowed only after 0’25151 NNX.

When greeting a friend on RH night and up
until m¥n on the 1st day of RH, one should
say “DNNm 2NN N0 MWY” to a man, and to
awoman one says “annm >anon N0 MwY”.
After that time, one should only say “nnw an”
or “good Yom Tov”.'” Some have the custom
to say “DNNM 2n5n N0 MWY” on the second
night as well.®®
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The bracha of “y2’NNY” is recited on both
nights of RH. On the second night of RH, one
should wear a new garment or place a new
fruit on the table before kiddush. When reciting
the “99°NNVY”, one should have in mind that it
goes on both RH and the new fruit.® One who
does not have a new fruit or new garment still
recites “1’nny” on the second night.?

Thereis a Cukc')’m based on the mn12 X2
() to eat specific fruits and vegetables on RH as
an auspicious omen and prayer for the upcom-
ing year.” The 0’32’0 are eaten after washing
one’s hands, reciting XX, and eating bread.?
The Yyn N2712 should be recited on a date (since
it is from the D’»1nN NYaw and closest to the
word “¥IX” in the verse), and if one does not
have a date, then it should be recited on a
pomegranate.® If one does not have either,
the Yy N>72 should be recited on the apple.
One should say the “)¥7 °1°” that pertain to
each fruit/vegetable with Hashem’s name (i.e.,
WMIAR PMNY-R)IPNZ-N >-ITR 71990 X 7"
(“991.2 With regard to reciting the N8N N372,
some posskim hold that today all the ”nn7NN”
simanim are served as part of a meal and one
should not recite a bracha before eating them.?
Others write that it is best to recite "MXM on
foods that are never eaten as part of the meal,
such as a banana or watermelon, and have in
mind that it will cover all the other simanim.?
After reciting the Yyn n>12 and the NN N>72
on the first fruit/vegetable that are eaten, one
should first swallow a bit and only then recite
the “Px7°77” so that there is no p0dN between
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the bracha and the eating.” When reciting the
NTNA/YYN D273, one should have in mind that
they cover all the other fruits and vegetables
of the 0°)2°0.%2 Most have the custom to have
0’30 on the second night of RH as well.?®

\ 4

The Torah teaches us “D2Y > NN DY”,
and the (:29) mwn WX X)) derives that the
“Ny1n” needs to be heard 3 times, with a ny’pn
before and after it each time. Thus, RN
one only needs to hear 9 shofar blasts. However,
the Gemara is uncertain as to the exact sound
that the word “nyn”is referring to. It is either
referring to what we call a "Y1 today, what
we call a D12V today, or what we call a D12V
7Wn today. Therefore, in order to make sure
that we are fulfilling our biblical requirement,
we blow a D"2v (with a ny’pn before and after
it) three times, a MY N (with a Ny’j>n before and
after it) three times, and a Ny N 072YW (with a
Ny PN before and after it) three times.*® All of
these blasts together total 30 sounds (including
the sounds of the my’pn before and after each
“ny1n”). These 30 blasts are blown before the
Mussaf Amidah and are called 2wyn7T My’pPn.
Another 30 are blown during the Amidah and
are called Tyn7 My’PN (some locations blow
30 blasts only during ¥”wn n7tN while some
blow an additional 30 during the silent Amidah
as well). There is a custom to blow another 40
(for those who did not blow 30 during the silent
Amidah) in order to blow a total of 100 blasts
on RH.3

The congregation and the Shofar blower
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should remain standing during the recital of
the bracha and during all of the actual Shofar
blasts.32 The yj)n Yy recites two blessings
before blowing the Shofar: “19w %)p yinwy”
and “1’NnNY”. The ypon Yya should have in
mind to be XN the congregation, and they
should have in mind to be XXv.3 The congre-
gation should not answer “mMv 12 PI2” to
the bracha of the 0 %y2.3 The gabbai should
announce that no speaking is allowed until the
end of the My’pn.3 If you are walking or sitting
athome and hear the Shofar blasts from a shul
nearby, you fulfill your obligation if you had
in mind to be XX because the YN Yya has in
mind to be XX all that hear.

If one blows shofar for another individual
and one has already fulfilled his obligation, the
person being XXy should recite the m>72 if he/
she can.?” Sephardi women do not recite the
bracha.® One can blow for someone who is in
a different room as long as one blows close to
that room.® If you blows the shofar m7n’3,
one should make sure not to blow during the
first three hours of the day.® Ideally, one who
is davening T3, such as soldiers on duty,
should blow the shofar before davening Musaf
4 and Musaf should not be davened within the
first 3 hours (of Mt Myw) from sunrise,*2 but
no later than 7 hours® (7273, Musaf can be
davened after the 7th hour). One who is daven-
ing MM should time his Amidah to begin at
the same time as his congregation.
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On the second day of RH, Ashkenazim recite
a‘“°nnv” before blowing shofar, but it is best
for the shofar blower to wear a new garment.
Sephardim do not recite a “12’nnYW” %
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On the first day of RH after Mincha and
before sh’kiya, there is a custom of performing
P>wn, where one goes to a river or other local
source of water and recites verses pertaining to
N2wn from (V1) NN 100.% There are various
reasons for this custom, including the fact that
the w7 teaches that the Jow tried drowning
DNI2X in a river on the way to the N7y and
we want to remind ourselves of 12X DNIIN’S
determination and devotion?” (and learn from
it). If there is no river nearby, or if one cannot
leave the house for whatever reason, he/she
can recite it on water in a well* or even on a
cup of water.*
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GARDEN PARADISE IN KATAMON FOR SALE

PEACEFUL, BEAUTIFUL, GARDEN DUPLEX APARTMENT
124.5 SQM ON TWO LEVELS, 4.5 BEDROOMS, 3 FULL
BATHS, PRIVATE GARDEN IN TABU FULL OF FRUIT TREES,
PRIVATE PARKING, ELEVATOR, MAMAD, EXCELLENT

CONDITION.
ASKING PRICE: NIS 8,150,000 e

5
QUAINT 1 BDRM ALSO FOR SALE
ADDITIONAL 2 ROOM APT FOR SALE DIRECTLY ABOVE THE
GARDEN APT! BRIGHT AND COMPACT 34 SQM., 3 AIR
DIRECTIONS, INCLUDES MAMAD, SUKKAH BALCONY,

ELEVATOR, PRIVATE HEAT, AND A/C.
ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,150,000

Ilana Nelson  054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il
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Netanel Shimoff
Injury & Health Claims
Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice
Work Accidents | Negligence &
Insurance | Bituach Leumi

O 02-5660002 9 King George 16 A Jerusalem @ Office@aslegal.c
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Law Firm

Avia Azoulay
Civil & Commercial
Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts
Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Wills & Estates

aslegal.co.il

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally
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