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%2 We continue to pray for the safe return of all of the hostages. DAY 712

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

& The custom is not to recite Mevarchim Hachodesh the Shabbat before Rosh Hashana.

i Reminder to light a 48 hour candle before Rosh Hashana to provide a flame for the second
night lighting. On the second night we light from a pre-existing flame only and the match
of the helper candle should be put down (in a safe place) to go out on its own.

Tzom Gedalia zmanim in Jerusalem: begins - 5:17am, ends - 6:49pm.

é‘“ For the Laws of Rosh Hashana see pages 76-81.
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

This past week I was in the United States and
had the distinguished pleasure to once again
spend a couple of days with my colleagues
at the OU Senior Staff Retreat. The beauty of
having everyone in leadership positions in
one location from OU Kosher, JLIC, Yachad,
OU Advocacy, Synagogue Initiatives, Commu-
nity Initiatives, OU Research, Jewish Action
Magazine, Israel Free Spirit, Daf Yomi, Impact
Accelorator, OU Torah, Women’s Initiative, The
SPIRIT Initiative, Teach Coalition, NCSY, OU
Press, the executive arm, IT, Fiscal, HR - every
single division that makes up the OU, gathering
together to learn and to share — was, be’emet,
a true honor.

In just two days, I could see the incredible
impact that the OU is having on the Jewish
world. Not only in providing kosher food, but
also in how the profits from kashrut, together
with the generous donations of Jews from
around the world, are being put to good use
serving Klal Yisrael. New programs are being
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Muskin, Chamudot
and Wilk families

created, new techniques are being developed,
from maintaining eruvim in North America to
building life-saving programs for teens in Israel.
The length and breadth of the OU’s work is truly
remarkable.

At one of the sessions on the second day OU
Israel was asked to present the Pearl and Har-
old Jacobs Zula Outreach Center. The Zula runs
in the late hours of the night in Yerushalayim,
opening its doors to teens at risk. While I have
taken many guests to see the Zula first-hand, it
is impossible to bring everyone. So this time we
brought the Zula to America. Our Zula director,
Oren Asulin, together with other members of
the team, created a Zula experience at the
retreat. It was powerful to watch leaders from
across the OU sit together, listening to divrei
Torah and the music, the singing, the guitar
—the same atmosphere that normally fills the
Zula in Yerushalayim — now filling a room in
Parsippany, New Jersey. Rav Kook writes that
when a person travels to chutz la’aretz with
the goal of disseminating the Torah of Eretz
Yisrael, he should carry a spiritual string with
him from the Land in order to linok, to “nurse,”
from its holiness even while abroad. I was able
to see those words come alive before my eyes
as we extended the spirit of Yerushalayim to
our colleagues in America.

AsIsatin the retreat, I could not help but
think: it is not just about the programs them-
selves. It is mainly about the people behind
them - the individuals working so hard with
endless mesirut nefesh to ensure that the OU
is providing the very best. And not only the
staff, but their spouses, their children, their
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families, all giving of themselves so that the
Torah, the hashkafa, and the spirit of the OU
can reach as many Jews as possible. This is
not only about teens at risk, not only about
English-speaking olim in Israel, not only about
North America. It is about the entire spectrum
of Klal Yisrael.

One thing that I found interesting during
my time in America was that many people
approached me with the same request -
whether it was at the retreat, Shabbat lunch,
or while out davening: “Rabbi Berman, how can
we bring Torah Tidbits to North America?” To
that I answer, listen North America is gigantic!
Whether it is the different locations and differ-
ent zmanim, distribution, how do we get Torah
Tidbits from New York to Los Angeles - are we
printing in each community or are we printing
in one location and shipping nationwide? Even
if we look at just the Tri-State Area, the geogra-
phy when it comes to distribution is complex,
and we haven't even begun to discuss the cost
of printing in North America, which is higher
than ever and approximately double what the
printing costs are in Israel. Bikitzur, it is com-
plex to say the least. I explained, however, that
when I have a scheduled trip planned to speak
in shuls and communities and my flight leaves
after Wednesday, the day Torah Tidbits arrives
from the printing house, I take 50+ copies with
me, and without fail they disappear within min-
utes. Whether in shul or at a Shabbat table,
people are eager to grab them because, baruch
Hashem, Torah Tidbits is loved by all. There is
no question that the Torah within Torah Tidbits
is wanted beyond Israel and I am convinced
that if we were able to find a way to make Torah
Tidbits accessible in North America, people
would take it in seconds.

As we talk about the complexity of print-
ing in North America, I am reminded that

even in Israel, it is no small thing to bring
Torah Tidbits to your hands for free each
week. There is a team of writers and edi-
tors, a graphic designer who ensures accu-
racy, people checking ads and zmanim,
another team overseeing printing, and a
remarkable group of volunteers such as
Toni Chernofsky and many more, who show
up every Wednesday to package and distribute
to communities across our beloved homeland.
It is a tremendous amount of effort every

May the Torah learned
from this TT be
in loving memory and »”y5

Miriam Braver Lifshutz »n”y
Y9N N”a
on her 7% Yahrzeit

Greatly missed
by her children and grandchildren

Martin & Rhonda Lifshutz
and Family
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single week that has taken 32+ years to get to
such a place where we can master such a task
here in Israel. Im ein kemach, ein Torah. The
Torah does not stand alone. Just as flour makes
it possible to sustain life, so too the support,
resources, and hard work of so many make
it possible for Torah Tidbits to reach you each
Shabbat for free. Something that always comes
to my mind are comments from Torah Tidbits
readers such as Ari Benchimol who I met in
Los Angeles last Shabbat, who told me that he
reads Torah Tidbits every single week, includ-
ing my article to which I tested him on and
he passed with flying colors and knowing the
topic of each week. He said that the comfort
of being able to walk into shul and pick up
Torah Tidbits, printed, stapled, in color, ready
for Shabbat, is something that North America
simply does not have — and that we must find
a way to bring it there. His words reminded
me once again that what seems so simple to us
in Israel is actually an extraordinary blessing
that should never be taken for granted. And so
we continue to publish faithfully here in Israel,
and b’ezrat Hashem one day abroad as well, if
chas v’shalom Mashiach has not already come.

So as Rosh Hashana approaches, I ask two
things. First, if you know the person who

May the Torah learned
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
be in loving memory of

7y YO N2 NPAI
Rifka Edelstein avn

beloved wife, mother, grandmother
and great grandmother
on her 16th yahrzeit - 25 Elul

The Rosner, Edelstein,
Sokoloff families

brings Torah Tidbits to your community, please
take a moment to call or send a message and
thank them. They deserve it. Second, I ask
for your partnership in helping us carry the
growing costs of producing this publication,
so that the Torah that uplifts us every week
can continue to reach every Jewish home in
Israel and, b’ezrat Hashem, one day in North
America. We are in the midst of an active
campaign for Torah Tidbits, and there is truly
no better time than the Aseret Yemei Teshuva,
the Ten Days of Repentance, to take part in
strengthening Torah. At this time of year
when we all turn inward and ask Hashem
for blessing, what greater zechut can there
be than ensuring that Torah continues to be
spread and shared with tens of thousands of
Jews each Shabbat?

There is no better moment than now to
express gratitude — to Hashem for the Torah
that elevates us, and to the many people who
work tirelessly to make sure it reaches us.

And so I bless each and every one of our
readers, and all of Klal Yisrael, that this year
we will hear only besorot tovot. May we merit
to see our soldiers return safely after defeating
the Jewish people’s enemies, our hostages come
home, our wounded soldiers and civilians a
refuah shleima, and those who lost their homes
see them rebuilt. May families be reunited with
their loved ones. And may we be zocheh to
welcome Mashiach Tzidkeinu, the rebuilding
of the Beit HaMikdash, and the final redemption
bimheira beyameinu.

Wishing you all an inspiring and uplifting
Shabbat and a gmar chatima tova.

ye

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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Davening
with Hashem

Prayer is hard.

How do I address an invisible abstraction?
How can I get into my davening if I am reading
the same script over and over again, day after
day, multiple times a day? And then there are
those nagging doubts about whether this G-d
we are talking to really cares.

This is the time for us to deal with those
issues. It is prayer season. Beginning with Seli-
chot, through Rosh Hashana next week, and
then finally Yom Kippur, we will invest a lot
of our time and energy into prayer, “dwelling
in the house of Hashem all of the(se) days of
our lives.”

But how do we deal with those core issues
with our davening?

The good news is that the first two will be
significantly taken care of for us. For this

May the Torah learned
from this issue be nnws »nryY
our beloved husband, father,
grandfather, and great-grandfather
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Lieder, Schecter, Taragin,
and Kaufman families

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

ORTHODOX
J UNION i3
Enhancing Jewish Life

season, our prayer environment will be
adapted in ways that make our encounter with
Hashem more tangible, including changing the
drapes and table covers in shuls to a heavenly
pure white, opening the aron kodesh (holy
ark) frequently, and bowing completely to the
ground. The seasonal prayers are anything
but routine, as we say different words from
a different book and accompany our prayers
with a generous measure of inspiring song.
These changes make the Yamim Noraim prayer
experience more tangible and fresh.

But what about those nagging doubts about
whether the G-d we are talking to really cares?

A single word in our Parsha - v’shav - gives
us two valuable insights that can help.

And it will be, when all these things come
upon you, the blessing and the curse which I
have set before you, you will consider in your
heart among all the nations where Hashem your
G-d has banished you. You will then return to
Hashem your G-d with all your heart and with
all your soul, and you will listen to His voice
according to all that I am commanding you this
day, you and your children. V’shav, Then Hashem
your G-d will return (with) your exiles and He
will have mercy upon you. He will once again
gather you from all the nations where Hashem
your G-d, had dispersed you. (Devarim 30:3)

Rashi notes that the Torah does not write
the word v’heishiv, which would mean that
G-d will bring us back, but v’shav, describ-
ing G-d Himself returning from exile. “Our
sages learned from here that it is as if G-d
experiences the difficulties of Klal Yisrael’s
exile along with them to the extent that it is as
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if He Himself is redeemed when Klal Yisrael
returns home.”

This comment teaches us two critical per-
spectives for anyone engaged in prayer.

First — the G-d we are speaking to really
does care.

There is a cynical Yiddish expression, a
mentsch tracht un Gott lacht, “man plans
and G-d laughs.” That statement portrays
G-d as playing games with us, watching us
lay hope-filled plans only to delight in then
pulling the rug out from under us. That per-
spective is antithetical to our belief system.
We describe Hashem in the beginning of
every prayer as the gomeil chassadim tovim,
the One who grants perfect kindness, Who
created the world as an act of kindness, olam
chessed yibaneh (Tehillim 89:3). Yes, it is
true that man plans and G-d decides, rabot
machashavos b’lev ish va’atzat Hashem hi
takum (Mishlei 19:21). But when G-d for one
reason or another decides in His wisdom and
kindness that things should not go as we had
planned, He does not laugh at us. He cries
with us. B’chol tzaratam lo tzar (Yeshayahu
63:9). All our difficulties are His difficulties.
G-d tends to His people like the shepherd for
his sheep, k’'vakarat ro’eh edro.

Second - we are not just asking G-d for what
we need. He k’'vayachol needs it too.

G-d also had plans and dreams. He cre-
ated a delightful world with the hope that
it would reflect its Creator, that the people
He created in His image and placed within
it would walk in His ways and recognize His
being and presence, filling the world with faith
and truth, morality and kindness. Every year
on the anniversary of that creation — on Rosh
Hashana - G-d revisits His plan and sees how
it is progressing. We can only imagine how
He feels. Gott tracht un mentsch lacht, G-d

had plans and we did not take them seriously.
Recognizing this, we realize that the sad and
troubled state of the unredeemed world in
which we live, that source of so much human
pain, is not just our problem; it is His too. In
the words of the mystics, Shechinta b’galuta,
the Divine Presence itself is in exile. We want
to come back; He wants to come back. V’shav.

On Rosh Hashana and in every prayer of the
year we say precious little about ourselves.
The bulk of our prayers focus on our hopes
for a better world, one that is filled with the
knowledge of G-d, the restoration of justice,
the strengthening of the forces of good and
the weakening of the evil, the rebuilding of
Yerushalayim, and the sounding of the Shofar
associated with that moment at Sinai when
the delicious words of the Torah first brought
us together and filled the world. These are
things that we care enough about to pray for
constantly. And these are the things that G-d
really cares about.

V'shav. G-d goes with us and returns with
us. He feels our needs, pains, and disappoint-
ments, and we feel His. We pray to Him and
we pray with Him. Hashiveinu Hashem eilecha
v’nashuva. G-d, restore our closeness to You
and then we can return home to Yerushalayim
together. m
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Start the New Year
with Sweet Refunds
from the IRS! & @

§ $1,700 per child
- Child Tax Credit 4
¥ $1,000 per yeat
for students -
Education Credit

CHECK FOR FREE - CALL DAVID LONN! =
' EMAIL: david®american-taxes.com -

%, PHONE, WHATSAPP: 058-528-1996

B WEBSITE: www.american-taxes.com

Marriage CPR+

“Re-Vibe" +Re-5Structure -Renew

/X\OO ] =K

Rebbetzen
Rochel Albert

Marriage Transformational
Coach & Solutionist

Rebbetzen Albert specializesin
complex shalom bayis cases and
mental health challenges within a

Torah-based framework.

Her effective remote energy-medicine
therapy sessions fix the root causes of
most marital issues, even when one
side is not interested in changing.

@ +1(305) 305-3333 (B 055-500-9021
©) rochel@moodtek.com

Free 7-hour Online

Marriage Reboot Seminar
Trigger release -Communicaton
-Intimacy-Boundaries

Want a meaningful career
helping people heal in a powerful way?

Applications being accepted to learn
Levell

Kosher Energy Therapy®

Online 30-hour prerecorded
mind-blowing course, and daily live training
via zoom for two months.

Learn comprehensive
powerful tools to heal most issues,
while healing yourself and your family.

Rabbinically approved program.
Work from home,
average $100 + per hour once certified.

Registration deadline Sept 30th

Visit Moodtek.com for more details.
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Looking for 3

an expedited Doron M. Spierer

Endocrinology 4 MD, FAAFP —p

ﬂﬂpﬂfﬂfﬂlﬂlt? MW Inl-l T
rINDWNAT NRIDAD r1NAIN

Raphael Hulkower, MD g s available in Jerusalem for:

American trained Endocrinologist

USand [srael Certified LS Consultations and second opinions

: 3 for complex medical cases.

Compassionate Private

Endocrine Care: Consultations: House calls.

« Diabetes In person :» . .

- Weightlossand 3.51174¢ Routine and.urgent medical care for
Obesity harap Plus, Kfar Sava patients of all ages.

+ Thyroid disease / ; -
o 3 ; Students and tourists welcome!
Osteoporosis and ;
Menopause

+ Pituitary, parathyroid
(calcium) and adrenal
disease
Hypogonadism
(low testosterone)

Call or WhatsApp:

+972.58.6640293

- Specializing in LUXURY i
i LIST?NGS Special
soax RE/MAX Opportunities
VISION/|ITN For Video tours of . |
ve these properties or in Jerusalem
FREE market analysis
of YOUR property,

CALL ME
Alyssa Friedland
+972-54-668-4111

French Hill Prestigious
Mevo HaMa'avak street !
Large Cottage with bomb
shelter attached

Baka investment Beautifully maintained
opportunity ! Also great for 5rooms /2 baths,
young couples 10n Derech on 2 levels , large su.kkah
Beit Lechem in the heart of balcony ,Dead Sea view !

FOR SALE Baka, near Rivka 3.5 rooms Open floorplan- large kosher
+ 2 toilets + balcony ( not Walk to light rail / Ramat
sukkah ), 80 sqm In very Eshkol,

Amazing Penthouse on good condition 7th floor Price 5,350,000 NIS
Harav Berlin (Harav Brodi) - Kiryat Shmuel with elevator Private storage
walk to Rehavia/ Old Katamon room Gated parking for
with panoramic views to Knesset / Israel Museum _residents only ! Talbieh Luxury- Prestigious
Currently 4 rms with possibility to add mamad Asking only 2,650,000 NIS . Balfour street

property —high ceilings
3 rooms ( huge master ensuite
with walk-in closet)
2 full bathrooms +
3 balconies (not sukkah)
112sqm (tabu)
1st floor (no elevator)
private storage,
all appliances included
(Furniture purchase option)
7,400,000 NIS

2 large sukkah balconies (65 sqm + 45 sqm )
4th floor with Elevator ,
building parking for residents only
Needs renovation, has amazing potential
( photos for illustration purposes only )
5,500,000 NIS
Alyssa Friedland

+972-54-668-4111 alyssal@014.net.il

www.remaxjerusalem.com
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”’h
77V 1050 119 19X N2 NOyD MN
Mother of Reuven Tradburks

PARSHAT NITZAVIM

Parshat Nitzavim is the first of 4 very short
parshiot that conclude the Torah. The last
parsha of the Torah is read on Simchat Torah.
Our parsha and the following 2 have a total
of 122 verses — the size of an average parsha.
So, we are virtually at the end of the Torah.

Last week in Parshat Ki Tavo, Moshe spoke of
the distant future. Though not yet in the Land,
Moshe gave a chilling description of exile from
the Land.

And in our parsha, he looks into the even
more distant future; the end of the exile and
the return to the Land.

Our parsha is hopeful. Optimistic. We will
return to G-d and He will return us to our Land.

The Talmud (Megilla 31b) says Ezra made a
decree to read Ki Tavo the Shabbat before Rosh
Hashana. Tosafot points out that we don’t do
that. We read Nitzavim before Rosh Hashana,
Ki Tavo 2 weeks before Rosh Hashana.

You are warmly invited
to join us for the 237 Azkarah
for our precious son and brother

Yoni Jesner uya

which will take place at 10am
Erev Sukkot (Monday, October 6™)
Har HaMenuchot

Because we prefer the reassurance of Nit-
zavim as a prelude to Rosh Hashana. That we
have the power of teshuva in us. We prefer
entering Rosh Hashana with optimism rather
than with dread. Nitzavim, not Ki Tavo.

Although this parsha has but 40 verses, the
emotional impact is profound.

'/‘ 1ST ALIYA (DEVARIM 29:9-11)
K’) The Brit of Arvot Moav. All the

people are gathered, men, women,
children, water carriers and wood choppers to
enter the covenant.

We have had covenants before in the Torah.
A covenant was made with Avraham; another
at Sinai. Striking in this covenant is 2 things:
specific people and the word Hayom that
appears 4 times in 6 verses.

The previous covenants were made with the
people as a whole. A deal or covenant made
with a nation could allow us to hide: it doesn’t
apply to me personally, but to the nation. You
all take care of it. Moshe says, there is no hiding:
you are all included, men, women, common
folk. And this is not ancient, old news. It is
today. As if Moshe is saying, “I am not mak-
ing this covenant on my today — but for you,
readers, this covenant is being made on your
today.” All of you are in; present and future
generations. No hiding.

X 2ND ALIYA (29:12-14)
%‘- To enter the covenant; that G-d
]

will be our G-d and we will be His
people. As was said to the Avot. This covenant
is with you here today and those not here.
The sealing of the covenant here is on the
cusp of entering the Land. This is not the first
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covenant. The first brit was the promise: I will
give you the Land of Israel. And now, I am
doing it. Entering the Land is G-d delivering
on his promise in the covenant to Avraham.
Promises are easy. Keeping them is the trick.
Maybe this covenant is different, coming on
the cusp of seeing promises fulfilled. And this
covenant is personal. You. And me. You, G-d
will be my G-d. And we will be Your people.

"‘ 3RD ALIYA (29:15-28)
k" Should there be amongst you

those chasing idols, rationalizing
that they are free to follow their hearts; the
consequence of the special bond of this cov-
enant is that your disloyalty, your chasing
idol worship will be met with Divine wrath.
The destruction of this Land because of your
unfaithfulness will be so profound people will
look at it and be shocked by its utter desolation.
They will recognize that your disloyalty resulted
in this desolation and in your being tossed out
of this Land.

The Land of Israel is described repeatedly as
aland flowing with milk and honey. Yet here, in
the wake of disloyalty, all that milk and honey
bounty will be replaced by desolation.

We, the privileged who live in this Land are
familiar with this desolation. The rocky, grass-
less, treeless topography of Israel is jarring to
the eye, certainly to us who hail from countries
of lush meadows and trees. Something bad
happened to this Land of milk and honey.

Moshe tells us: the Land is a reflection of the
intimacy or the distance of our bond with G-d,
and He with us. The desolation isn’t good news.
The Ramban maintains that the Land is not
permanently sentenced to being barren and
desolate; as long as it is in non-Jewish hands, the
topography will remain rough. Once returned
to Jewish hands, the green returns.

Oh, how fortunate are the eyes, our eyes, who

have seen the green return, the green that is
the result of the Divine wink.

"‘ 4TH ALIYA (30:1-6)
k" When you are cast out of the Land

to the 4 corners of the earth, you will
take to heart your fate — and return to G-d. He
will return to you, returning to you to gather
you from the far-flung places. Even if you are
at the ends of the earth, He will gather you and
take you from there, to bring you back to this
Land.

This is the most beautiful paragraph in the
entire Torah. It is so good it is split in the middle,
to savor it. It is called Parshat HaTeshuva, the
section of Return. The word “return” appears 7
times. We to Him. He to us. We take a step; He
steps to us. But our first return is described as
“we take it to heart”. Heart murmurings are the
beginning of teshuva. And He is our cardiolo-
gist, He knows our murmurings, as faint as they
may be. Once He senses those murmurings, He
empowers us, Gives us strength, the will to build
on our deepest pining. He waits for us to take
the first step. Then He gives us more strength
and more. Just take that step.

"‘ 5TH ALIYA (30:7-10)

k\% And He will implant in you love
of Him. And you will return to Him.

And He will be thrilled with you because your

return is with sincerity, a full heart.

He plants in us love of Him. And we return
with a full heart.

Moshe chooses words in Sefer Devarim that

Yl NYH
Dr. David M. Feigenbaum z”1

On the occasion of his 8™ yahrzeit
YN’

Renee Rabinowitz and F amily
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are words of affection. There is lots of love, love
of Hashem, lots of heart, all your heart. Words
like life, good, cleave to Hashem, today.

Moshe does not want to be only the teacher
of halacha. He wants to be the teacher of our
inner life as well. We need tutelage in not only
what to do, but also in how to feel. Our feel-
ings: let Him in, with love, with the deepest
feelings of your heart, every day. The language
is noticeably more emotive than the rest of the
Torah. Moshe, as he is departing as leader, and
departing from this world desperately wants to
convey depth, to convey emotion, to convey to
us that loyalty must be more than mere actions.
It has to be love.

"‘ 6TH ALIYA (30:11-14)
k" For this mitzvah is not sublime, as

if needing one to ascend the heavens
or cross the ocean to retrieve it. Rather it is very
close; on your lips and in your heart.

This short paragraph is striking in its beauty.
It may be understood to be referring to the
entire Torah. As if to say, “I know the Torah
looks daunting; but it is not, it is the real you.”

Or it could be referring to Teshuva. As if
to say, “Change looks daunting; but it is not
change, it is the real you.”

Moshe is expressing his faith in us. That deep
down, everyone has a connection to G-d and
to the Jewish people. That is exactly what this
verse says; we don’t need to adjust, to adapt to
a belief in G-d. We need to be sensitive to, to
plumb our real selves, to dig deep and discover
ourselves. It is close: on our lips and in our
heart.

"‘ 7TH ALIYA (30:15-20)

k" Life and good, death and evil lie
before you. Life is a consequence of

loyalty to the mitzvot. Destruction awaits lack

of loyalty. Heaven and earth stand witness: life

and death, blessing and curse lie before you.

Choose life.

These words are the last of Moshe’s long
speech. He will move on to speak of transition
of leadership. But these last words are like a
tincture, a dilution. After all is said and done,
the stakes of this grand venture of mitzvot
are nothing short of life and death. And with
these words, Moshe prepares to take leave of
the people. Nothing more to say. Choose life. m

American Podiatrist

Licensed in America and lsrael

* Plantar Facilitiés/Heel Spur Syndnome
» PREfPRF

+ Ingremm Toenaits ared Warts

= Agthritis

* Fioat and Ankle injuries

= Curtom Mobded Orthaotics

# Disbetic/General Foot Care

« Laser Therapy

* lymphedema

Erica gassoon, DPM
(L) 054-325-3109

{Disassnon_pod 0. Erica Sassoon
Offices In lenusalem, Ma'ale Adumim and ModPin

H&T Property Investments
Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE

Abarbanel St, Rechavia
Exclusive

* Luxury Large 4 Room

170 sq.m plus 120 sg.m garden

« Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
» Completely renovated

* Private entrance

« High ceilings and underfloor heating

Nava: 052-4810205
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New! 3 Exclusive
Properties for Sale/
Rent in Neve Daniel

Free-standing houses
and cottages

£

¢ Live near the sea(anﬁ enjoy a relaxed
lifestyle that yoﬂ will not find in most
cities. ]

* Experience an educational system
that is'above the national average.

* Build together and reap the benefits
of being part of a Garin.

Call now 0544874122
K.Yabne Real Estate

Call for'a Tour!

STEPHEN EPSTEIN
Licensed Realtor
+972 58-783-7436
+1(914)-351-1245
www.stephen-epstein.com

DT Bl CHAN

A SHORT VO f:y/f/’/?%’/,)'/:‘;//,;l{«.‘:’fi'?;.,/’;?'?l‘;.,. VA AN ,/, / /
N'NN (VN7 D'N2 NINAIN77i701 D220 1297 MN NINNIEDRINN Y IXD DX DMWN DX DI D32 MTYUN
(0:7) T
"I call to witness against you this day the heaven and the earth, that the life and death | have set
before you, the blessing and the curse; therefore, choose life, that you may live, you and your off-
spring." (30:19)
The question that has been raised is why do we need the verse to give us a reason for choosing good?
Once stated in the pasuk that choosing evil means "death", why need the latter part of the pasuk
that states the reason to choose good, “that you and your children may live”?
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (1895-1986) in his work Drash Moshe offers an answer that perhaps the
pasuk is telling us what kind of "good" we are to choose. We need to choose "good" that is strong
enough to have a positive impact on our children that will cause them to want to choose "good" also.
The Torah emphasizes that even though some people themselves keep the Torah, they performin such a
way that it turns off their children and discourages others from following in their footsteps. For example,
if one gives the impression that he does mitzvot because he is required to; G-d created the universe,
and one must follow the Torah without any pleasure, only with struggles, he sends a clear message
to his children that the Torah is a heavy burden and acts accordingly. This is obviously not the ideal.
Instead, when we project that G-d wants us to study and follow the Torah through joy and enthusiasm
this shows our children that it is very worthy that true eternal life can be attained only through Torah.
This, therefore, is the true meaning of the Pasuk, "Choose life!"- choose a life of Torah and mitzvot
with such motivation and enthusiasm that our children and those who watch us will want to use us
as an example of how to live. - Shabbat Shalom
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

“Sos Asis
BaShem”

This Shabbat we read the closing nevuah
of the seven haftarot of consolation, a proph-
ecy taken from perek 61 of Sefer Yeshayahu.
However, although the reading begins with the
glorious cry “Sos Asis BaShem” (“I shall rejoice
in G-d”), that exuberant opening is actually
found at the very end of the chapter - the final
two p’sukim of perek 61. As a result, we fail to
understand who exactly are “rejoicing” and
why exactly they are rejoicing.

Upon glancing at the opening words of the
chapter we reveal that Yishayahu discloses
his very mission to the nation, as Hashem had
told him. And, essential to carrying out G-d’s
mission, the navi was charged to include these
tasks:

“...to proclaim freedom to the captives”

“...to comfort the mourners”

“...to bring splendor in place of ashes to the

BROTHERS
2L MOVING CO.

THE STRONGEST... THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

mourners of Tziyon”

“...and ‘oil of joy’ instead of mourning”

Yishayahu concludes his prophecy by tell-
ing Israel of the approaching Geulah AND by
describing their life after their redemption.
Given that prophetic message, is it not obvious
why the nation (“Knesset Yisrael”) who heard
the prophet’s message, would be those to now
burst out and sing: “Sos Asis BaShem!”? Espe-
cially at this time, when hearing the comforting
and promising message of Hashem, they would
surely “rejoice in G-d”!

Fittingly, it is this cry of ecstasy that opens the
haftarah that closes the weeks of comforting
prophecies. But the haftarah reading has more
to say for this final Shabbat of the year.

After the nation’s cries of joy, the haftarah
continues with the 62nd perek that include
Yishayahu’s comforting words, as he declares:
“Lma’an Tziyon lo echesheh, ul’'ma’an Yerusha-
layim lo eshkot”. The navi is telling his people
that, despite their past faults and, perhaps, even
their future lapses, he, as the agent of G-d Him-
self, would continue to speak out in support and
defense of Tziyon and Yerushalayim. This is
certainly a powerful and comforting message
with which to introduce his consoling prophecy
that follows.

And yet, I see in these opening words of
the navi more than eloquent and reassuring
prophetic promises. I would contend that
Yishayahu is leaving an essential message to
all of Israel for all of time, especially, I believe,
on this Shabbat before Rosh HaShana.

Yishayahu’s words are not only meant to
teach his generation that he would continue
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to support them, but also to tell Jews of future
generations that, even when we may fall short
of Hashem’s expectations, when, at times, we
might feel frustrated and disappointed by our
own brethren, we must never fail to recognize
the extraordinary — and even remarkable —
nation that we are. Indeed, did not this same
prophet declare in the very last perek (60), a
mere eleven p’sukim before the beginning of
our haftarah, “v’ahmech kulam tzadikim”-that
your nation, as a whole, is a righteous one!!!

And, if so, would we be so bold as to turn
away from our righteous people or abstain
our devotion to klal Yisra’el? More powerfully,
Yishayahu was warning us never to speak in
harmful or negative language about our Am
Kadosh! On the contrary, “Lma’an Tziyon
lo echesheh” — we must never remain silent
when our enemies (or even ‘supposed’ friends)
disgrace, discredit and demean the eternal
people who have survived over a millennium
of misanthropes and hate-mongers.

No, perhaps we may not always be as fault-
less as G-d would hope us to be, but “U'ma’an
Yerushalayim lo eshkot” - we will, nonetheless,
continue to speak up with pride about our peo-
ple, until the time that, as Yishayahu says in
conclusion to this promise, “Yetzeh kanogah
tzidkah”, “her [Israel’s] righteousness will shine
like a bright light!!” Il

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

All your jewelry needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any geld/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627

W call now 077-9973185 A L-L.W

Ill 24 Gersh

L XURY HOME FOR SALE INJ
THE HEART OF THE GERMAN COLONY
OVER 200 SQM GARDEN , 3 PARKING, STORAGE AND MORE

Secure our

) PORT
STR Z'

LIMITED OFFER

!
ki .

B
PRE SALE ANNOUNCEMENT IN OLD KATAMON
Large 3 bedrooms, startlng 6,550,000 nis

RUICED
IR e
p LV For \‘: LE
ORIENT HO w\NG
i REE‘?,‘\:-N‘I\@ LONY

Rk ™
Luxurious one level - 270 sgm Apartment
A Lifestyle Beyond Compare

DANIEL BOUZAGLO % 2003
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE

OU ISRAEL CENTER 19



Wi ISRAEL MAGEN FUND
o R R TNIW AR P

'Since October 7, Since 2024, we've

Israel Magen Fund has; “equipped 1,000 Hesder

been on the front lines ' -+ Yeshiva recruits with

—responding fast and -~ " b kits. . .
equipping soldiers. = - With your help, we'll

double that number—:.
2,000 soldier kits in the -
~ ~coming months. " - -

with a host of
essential supplies and
vital equipment.

'$180=

THIS NEW YEAR,
COMMEMORATE A LOVED
ONE'S YIZKOR
OR YAHRTZEIT WITH A
PERSONALIZED DEDICATION
CERTIFICATE.

o

SHANA TOVA U'METUKA @

Adopt a Soldier is a campaign of the Israel Magen Fund, a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit in the U.S. and an authorized Israeli amutah (Reg. #580724318).



THE LEAK
. DETECTIVES

Water Leaks? Mold and Mildew?
Peeling or Bubbling Paint?

* Infrared thermal imaging inspections.

- Certified professional trained inspectors.
- Comprehensive reports.

* Inspections for Insurance claims.

* Pipe cameras, Tracer gas.
= Acoustic testing, balloon tests and more.
= Waterproofing, plumbing, roofing.
- Inspection before purchase.

Call today for a FREE

phome consultation

053-712-0322

HELLEN DUMAN
wruialem Real Evtale

IJ Hellen Duman Realty

054-462-9963 | Contact me
for details, pictures and videos

For Sale!

Old Katamon: Beautifully renovated
garden apartment, 3 rooms, master bedroom,
2 bathrooms, plus a separate studio
apartment. 4.95 mil NIS

German Colony: Historic Jerusalem
House, near the Orient Hotel, 3 rooms, high

ceilings, painted floor tiles, porch, garden.
5.95 mil NIS

Greek Colony: Charming 4 room, first
floor, central AC, large living rooms, balcony,
plus separate studio apt. 5.1 mil NIS

Ramat Sharet/Beit VaGan: Cottage with
garden, architecturally designed 6 rooms,
Succa balcony, approx 50m, private garden,
parking, plus separate 3 room. 8.8 mil NIS
Baka - Near the Nitzanim Shul:

7 rooms, all on one level, 3 balconies,

high ceilings central AC, private heating.
10.9 mil NIS

Tradition says apples and honey.
Ogen adds dignity.
Loans that are repaid, reinvested,
and empower all of Israel.

support.ogen.org/buildingfutures
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Aryeh Lurie
Founder, Yad Ezra V'Shulamit

Feeding Israel’s hungry children and families

“Hashem went through all the traits in the
world and did not find any quality as good
for Israel except poverty."
Tanna DeBei Eliyahu Zuta, Chapter 5

How I found the blessing in poverty.

As a child, going to school without a
sandwich was devastating. But when | did
have one, and my friend did not, | shared,
because | knew what it felt like to be hungry.
Poverty teaches compassion.

To this day, | cannot sleep at night knowing
Jewish children are going to bed hungry.
Statistics say it all, one out of three children
in Israel lives below the poverty line. But
these are not just numbers to me. | know the
children. | know their families. | know the
sharp ache in their stomach, the cucumber
that must last for lunch, the apple divided so
every sibling gets a piece.

| remember the little girl who came to our
Children’s Center for a hot meal. She kept
asking for a plastic bag. When we finally
asked her why, she answered: “/ need to
take half my lunch home to my sister who
couldn’t come today.”

Doesi Your Neighbor

HaverEood Eor

RoshiHashanah?

This is what poverty does, it awakens deep
empathy for others.

This year, we’ve received thousands of requests
for food baskets for the holidays. Our goal is to
provide 62,000 baskets and food vouchers,
but we cannot do it without you.

The Torah commands us to care for the poor in
“our city.” Many explain that “our city” means
Jerusalem, no matter where we live. (See Chida,
Aruch HaShulchan).

Please, help us feed the families who have

turned to Yad Ezra V’Shulamit. Together, we can
ensure every Jewish home enters the new year
with food on the table, and with dignity and joy.

And may Gd inscribe all of us in the book of life,
Torah, Mitzvos, Health, Wealth, Bracha and
Shalom.

To help provide a Rosh Hashanah basket for a
Jerusalem family, visit
www.yadezra.net/nyj25TT

L'shana tova u’mituka,
Aryeh Lurie

yadezra.net/nyj25TT |
. 053-637-2961
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SEHO JERUSALEM
‘Aonceinalifetime op

The icon that will reshape the city

After careful planning and dedication, we proudly present a development that will
redefine modern living and elevate your expectations. This project is more than just
a collection of buildings; it's a vision brought to life, tailored to meet individuals' and
families' diverse needs and aspirations, and takes living life in Israel to the next level.

Exclusive Hybrid Payment Options
for Immediate Buyers

AN AFRICA ISRAEL RESIDENCES Experts In Urban Renewal

‘N AFRICA URBAN RENEWAL ‘ KIDMATHAYOVEL 3351 | +972-2-533-8494

The simulation is for illustrative purposes only. There may be changes due to requirements of government
authorities and/or a company decision. Development of public areas may change according to the decision of
the local government. Execution of public space development is the responsibility of the local government.



RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

NITZAVIM

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi »n>y5
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1

mnwi noyY
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Why Be
Jewish?

In the last days of his life, Moses renews
the covenant between God and Israel. The
entire book of Devarim has been an account
of the covenant — how it came about, what its
terms and conditions are, why it is the core
of Israel’s identity as an am kadosh (a holy
people) and so on. Now comes the moment of
renewal itself, a national rededication to the
terms of its existence as a holy people under
the sovereignty of God Himself.

Moses, however, is careful not to limit his
words to those who are actually present.
About to die, he wants to ensure that no future
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generation can say, “Moses made a covenant
with our ancestors but not with us. We didn’t
give our consent. We are not bound.” To pre-
clude this, he says these words:

“It is not with you alone that I am making
this sworn covenant, but with whoever is
standing here with us today before the Lord
our God, and with whoever is not here with us
today.” (Deut. 29:13-14)

As the commentators point out, the phrase
“whoever is not here” cannot refer to Israelites
alive at the time who happened to be some-
where else. That condition would not have
been necessary since the entire nation was
assembled there. Moses can only mean “gen-
erations not yet born.” The covenant bound
all Jews from that day to this. As the Talmud
says: we are all mushba ve-omed meHar Sinai,
“foresworn from Sinai” (Yoma 73b, Nedarim
8a). By agreeing to be God’s people, subject
to God’s laws, our ancestors obligated us all.

Hence one of the most fundamental facts
about Judaism. Converts excepted, we do not
choose to be Jews. We are born as Jews. We
become legal adults, subject to the commands
and responsible for our actions, at the age of
twelve for girls, thirteen for boys. But we are
part of the covenant from birth. A bat or bar
mitzvah is not a “confirmation.” It involves no
voluntary acceptance of Jewish identity. That
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choice took place more than three thousand
years ago when Moses said, “It is not with you
alone that I am making this sworn covenant,
but with ... whoever is not here with us today,”
meaning all future generations, including us.

But how can this be so? Surely a funda-
mental principle of Judaism is that there is
no obligation without consent. How can we be
bound by an agreement to which we were not
parties? How can we be subject to a covenant
on the basis of a decision taken long ago and
far away by our distant ancestors?

The Sages, after all, raised a similar question
about the Wilderness Generation in the days
of Moses who were actually there and did give
their assent. The Talmud suggests that they
were not entirely free to say ‘No.”

“The Holy One, blessed be He, suspended the
mountain over them like a barrel and said: If
you say ‘Yes,” all will be well, but if you say ‘No’,
this will be your burial-place.” (Shabbat 88b)

On this, R. Acha bar Yaakov said: “This con-
stitutes a fundamental challenge to the legit-
imacy of the covenant.” The Talmud replies
that even though the agreement may not have
been entirely free at the time, Jews asserted
their consent voluntarily in the days of Aha-
suerus, as suggested by the Book of Esther.

This is not the place to discuss this partic-
ular passage, but the essential point is clear.
The Sages believed with great force that an
agreement must be made freely in order to
be binding. Yet we did not agree to be Jews.
We were, most of us, born Jews. We were not
there in Moses’ day when the agreement was
made. We did not yet exist. How then can we
be bound by the covenant?

This is not a small question. It is the question
on which all others turn. How can Jewish iden-
tity be passed on from parent to child? If Jew-
ish identity were merely racial or ethnic, we

AR
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could understand it. We inherit many things
from our parents — most obviously our genes.
But being Jewish is not a genetic condition,
it is a set of religious obligations. There is a
halachic principle: zachin le-adam shelo be-fa-
nav, “You can confer a benefit on someone else
without their knowledge or consent” Ketubot
11a). And though it is doubtless a benefit to
be a Jew, it is also in some sense a liability, a
restriction on our range of legitimate choices,
with grave consequences if we transgress. Had
we not been Jewish, we could have worked
on Shabbat, eaten non-kosher food, and so
on. You can confer a benefit upon someone
without their consent, but not a liability.

In short, this is the question of questions of
Jewish identity. How can we be bound by Jew-
ish law, without our choice, merely because
our ancestors agreed on our behalf?

In my book Radical Then, Radical Now* 1
pointed out how fascinating it is to trace
exactly when and where this question was
asked. Despite the fact that everything else
depends on it, it was not asked often. For
the most part, Jews did not ask the question,
‘Why be Jewish?’ The answer was obvious.

1. Jonathan Sacks, Radical Then, Radical Now,
London: HarperCollins, 2000, (published in
North America as A Letter in the Scroll, New
York: Free Press, 2000).
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My parents are Jewish. My grandparents were
Jewish. So I am Jewish. Identity is something
most people in most ages take for granted.

It did, however, become an issue during the
Babylonian exile. The prophet Ezekiel says,
“What is in your mind shall never happen - the
thought, ‘Let us be like the nations, like the
tribes of the countries, and worship wood and
stone” (Ez. 20:32). This is the first reference to
Jews actively seeking to abandon their identity.

It happened again in rabbinic times. We
know that in the second century BCE there
were Jews who Hellenised, seeking to become
Greek rather than Jewish. There were others
who, under Roman rule, sought to become
Roman. Some even underwent an operation
known as epispasm to reverse the effects of
circumcision (in Hebrew they were known
as meshuchim) to hide the fact that they were
Jews.2

The third time was in Spain in the fifteenth
century. That is where we find two Bible com-
mentators, Rabbi Isaac Arama and Rabbi Isaac
Abarbanel, raising precisely the question we
have raised about how the covenant can bind
Jews today. The reason they ask it while ear-
lier commentators did not was that in their
time — between 1391 and 1492 - there was
immense pressure on Spanish Jews to convert
to Christianity, and as many as a third may
have done so (they were known in Hebrew
as the anusim, in Spanish as the conversos,
and derogatively as marranos, “swine”). The
question “Why stay Jewish?” was real.

The answers given were different at dif-
ferent times. Ezekiel’s answer was blunt: “As
Ilive, declares the Lord, God, surely with a
mighty hand and an outstretched arm and

2. This is what R. Elazar of Modiin means in
Mishnah Avot 3:15 when he refers to one who
“nullifies the covenant of our father Abraham.”
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with wrath poured out I will be King over you”
(Ezek. 20:33). In other words, Jews might try to
escape their destiny but they would fail. Even
if it were against their will, they would always
be known as Jews. That, tragically, is what hap-
pened during the two great ages of assimila-
tion, fifteenth century Spain and in Europe in
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
In both cases, racial antisemitism persisted,
and Jews continued to be persecuted.

The Sages answered the question mystically.
They said that even the souls of Jews not-yet-
born were present at Sinai and ratified the
covenant (Exodus Rabbah 28:6). Every Jew,
in other words, did give their consent in the
days of Moses even though they had not yet
been born. Demystifying this, perhaps the
Sages meant that in their innermost hearts,
even the most assimilated Jew knew that they
were Jewish. That seems to have been the case
with public figures like Heinrich Heine and
Benjamin Disraeli, who lived as Christians but
often wrote and thought as Jews.

The fifteenth-century Spanish commentators
found this answer problematic. As Arama said,
we are each of us both body and soul. How
then is it sufficient to say that our soul was
present at Sinai? How can the soul obligate the
body? Of course the soul agrees to the cove-
nant. Spiritually, to be a Jew is a privilege, and
you can confer a privilege on someone without
their consent. But for the body, the covenant
is a burden. It involves all sorts of restrictions
on physical pleasures. Therefore if the souls
of future generations were present but not
their bodies, this would not constitute consent.

Radical Then, Radical Now is my answer to
this question. But perhaps there is a simpler
one. Not every obligation that binds us is one
to which we have freely given our assent.
There are obligations that come with birth.

The classic example is a crown prince or prin-
cess. To be the heir to a throne involves a set
of duties and a life of service to others. It is
possible to neglect these duties. In extreme cir-
cumstances it is even possible for a monarch
to abdicate. But no one can choose to become
heir to a throne. That is a fate, a destiny, that
comes with birth.

The people of whom God Himself said, “My
child, My firstborn, Israel” (Ex. 4:22) knows
itself to be royalty. That may be a privilege. It
may be a burden. It is almost certainly both.
It is a peculiar post-Enlightenment delusion
to think that the only significant things about
us are those we choose. For the truth is that
we do not choose some of the most important
facts about ourselves. We did not choose to be
born. We did not choose our parents. We did
not choose the time and place of our birth. Yet
each of these affects who we are and what we
are called on to do.

We are part of a story that began long before
we were born and will continue long after we
are no longer here, and the question for all of
us is: Will we continue the story? The hopes of
a hundred generations of our ancestors rest on
our willingness to do so. Deep in our collective
memory the words of Moses continue to reso-
nate. “It is not with you alone that I am making
this sworn covenant, but with ... whoever is not
here with us today.” We are each a key player
in this story. We can live it. We can abandon
it. But it is a choice we cannot avoid, and it
has immense consequences. The future of
the covenant rests with us. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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Bnei Yisrael are standing on the border of
Eretz Yisrael, ready to enter. Almost forty years
have passed since they were given the Torah,
and now they are gathered once again to stand
before Hashem, to be initiated into the brit
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(covenant), and to accept the Torah with its
interpretation.

This moment teaches us two eternal truths
about the Jewish experience:

First, it signifies an unending and everlast-
ing commitment — a deep understanding of
what we are a part of and what our lives are
about.

Second, with this commitment comes con-
stant renewal. The Torah’s interpretations —
Torah She’be’al Peh — make the Torah relevant
in every generation. Bringing the Torah to
life every day is our ongoing expression of
commitment and renewal.

Rosh Hashanah embodies these two ideas
— commitment and renewal. Each year we
start fresh, seeking growth and closeness to
Hashem.
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THE BEST ALARM CLOCK

Rosh Hashanah is called Yom Teruah — the
Day of Blowing — in the Torah. But why is the
shofar such a central part of this chag?

The shofar is meant to awaken us to teshu-
vah. When we hear its sound, it should remind
us who we are, why we are here, and what
our purpose is.

The Rambam famously writes that the sho-
far carries a message to the Jewish people:
“Wake up, you who are asleep... reflect on your
deeds, return in teshuvah, and remember your
Creator.”

Why does the Rambam compare sinning
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to being “asleep”? Because when we do
something wrong, it is not our truest, most
conscious self acting. It’s as though we were
on autopilot, not fully awake to what we were
doing. Our sins do not define us — they hap-
pen when we forget who we really are.

That is why the shofar is the perfect tool
for teshuvah. It is a wake-up call. Its piercing
cry shakes us and reminds us: You are better
than your mistakes. All we need to do is “wake
up” — recognize the wrong, stop doing it, and
return to Hashem.

So when we hear the shofar on Rosh Hasha-
nah, it’s not just a mitzvah of listening to a
sound. It’s Hashem personally calling out to
each of us: Remember who you are. Wake up.
Come back.

May the cry of the shofar inspire us to a
true awakening, teshuvah, and a year filled
with blessing. m
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ROSH HASHANA - DAY 1.

The Torah reading for the first day is Genesis,
Chapter 21, v. 1-34. This chapter describes the
birth of Yitzchak, the insistence of Sarah to
send Yishmael away, and Hagar and Yishmael’s
near death in the desert before being saved. It
concludes with a pact made between Avraham
and Avimelech in Beer Sheva.

’ ALIYA 1.
k\O‘ The promise made to Avraham

and Sarah is granted and Yitzchak
is born.

In describing the birth, the phrase “as He
said” appears 3 times in the first 2 verses. That
is the reason this is read on Rosh Hashana. The
theme of Zichronot is not that G-d remembers
— obviously He does. But that His promises
are realized on His schedule. They take time;
sometimes a very long time. Zichronot means
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that He does what He promises, acts on what
He says. He granted to Sarah the child that He
promised.

K" Sarah says “all who hear of this

: birth will laugh”. Hence Yitzchak.
Sarah demands that Hagar and Yishmael be
sent off, for Yitzchak alone is our future. While
Avraham does not like this, Hashem tells him
that Sarah is correct, for Yitzchak is the Jewish
future.

There could be no better description of Jew-
ish history than the laugh that is incredulous. A
laugh expressing how incredulous this birth is.
Sarah knew not how incredulous our history
would truly be.

’ ALIYA3.
k" Avraham awakens early to send

Hagar and Yishmael away. They go
to Beersheva. She cannot bear to see the death
of her son. An angel calls to her that her son
is saved as G-d heard the voice of the child; he
too will be a great nation. She opens her eyes
and sees water and they drink. He grows and
becomes an archer.

This is a parallel story to the Akeida we will
read tomorrow. In fact, the parallels are strik-
ing: Early in the morning, journey off, with a
son, near death, the angel calls, her eyes are
opened.

The blatant juxtaposition of Yishmael’s near
death with his mother to Yitzchak’s near death
with his father demands attention. Parallel
stories in the Torah are not only to show simi-
larities but to note the differences.

And while there are striking similarities,

ALIYA 2.
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the difference is dramatic: Divine command.
Hagar and Yishmael are sent away by Sarah.
Avraham and Yitzchak are submitting to the
Divine Command. One story is earthly, the other
heavenly.

Yishmael’s near death on earth, saved by an
angel, teaches us G-d’s love for all - but lacking
any reach for G-d by man. G-d reaches for man,
but there is no reach by man for G-d.

Yitzchak’s near death, at the behest of G-d,
is the reach of G-d for man and man’s reach
in return for G-d. It is an encounter, a story of
faith, of struggle of man with G-d.

Rosh Hashana has a universal theme, the
day of creation of all mankind. But the parallel
to the story of Yitzchak and the Akeida is to
highlight the difference. There are many great
nations, all G-d’s children. But some are rooted
in this world; Yishmael becomes a great warrior
archer. And some elevate above this world,
engaging their Creator, bound by a covenant.
There is only one Jewish people.

’ ALIYA 4,
k" Avimelech makes a pact with

Avraham because “G-d is with you
in all you do”.

This too is a promise fulfilled. Avraham
was promised he would have a great name.
His fame has come to be. G-d promises and
fulfills those promises.

"‘ ALIYAS.
k\" They call the name of the location

Beersheva from the word oath, or
pact.
Theirs is an earthly pact, ours a Divine one.

ROSH HASHANA - DAY 2.

The Torah reading is the 24 verses of Gen-
esis, Chapter 22. This story, Akeidat Yitzchak,
the binding of Isaac is the most dramatic
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expression of how far man is willing to go in his
allegiance to G-d. While it is a complex story of
conflicted commands, the narrative is beautiful
in its simplicity. Amidst the simplicity of the
story, the deep and unswerving commitment
of Avraham is majestic. The story concludes
with the ram, caught in the thicket by its horn;
the shofar we use for Rosh Hashana.

’ ALIYA 1.
k" G-d tests Avraham: Take your

beloved son and offer him as an
offering. Avraham awakens early, gets up and
goes with his assistants, with Yitzchak and with
the wood.

The drama of the story is belied by the
strikingly simple wording: Hineni, here I am,
he woke up early, got up and went to do what
G-d requested. The absence of any dialogue,
of any questions, of challenge to G-d, of dis-
cussion with Sarah, of explanation to Yitzchak
is noticeable.

This simplicity of language drives the mes-
sage of the simplicity of Avraham’s loyalty to
G-d. For this terribly complex story is at its root
quite simple. This simplicity is a Rosh Hashana
theme. We live in a terribly complicated world;
we have many unanswered questions, theolog-
ical questions, many challenges and confusion.

But at some very deep and profound level
we are simple in our devotion. Like the shofar
—no words, just a simple call from way deep
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in our souls.

’ ALIYA 2.
k" They arrive at the place. The

assistants stay back. Avraham and
Yitzchak walk, together. Yitzchak inquires as
to where the offering is. Avraham responds
that G-d will provide the offering. And they
walk together.

They walk together. This togetherness is
ironic - for Avraham knows he is to sacrifice
Yitzchak, while Yitzchak does not. Or perhaps
he does. Maybe he really is together with Avra-
ham, perhaps he too is being tested. Yitzchak’s
test is his willingness to be sacrificed. And as
the father of the Jewish people, he expresses
the image of the Jew as a survivor; nearly
destroyed, but surviving.

’ ALIYA 3.
k\." Avraham builds the altar, arranges

the wood, places Yitzchak on the
altar and takes the knife to slaughter his son.
The angel interrupts; instructing him not to
slaughter his son, or do a thing, for now we
know you would not withhold even your son
from Me. Avraham sees the ram and offers it in
place of his son. He calls the place “G-d will see,
yireh” and it is called the mountain in which
G-d is seen (Har Hamoriah).

What more can be said of this powerful and
dramatic moment. The mountain is named.

3BR/2 Bath Aptfor | |
sale in Armon |
HaNatziv, 5 minute
walk to Tayelet and
30 minute walk to
the Old City.

100 sgm + 12 sgm machsan with windows. 3rd
Floor Walk Up. Great View.

Asking 2.65M NIS. No agent fee.

Call Aryeh: 054-244-4385

He sees. And He is seen. The story told Him a
lot about Avraham. He saw Avraham not just
profess faith, but be faithful.

And the story tells us a lot about Him. What
we see in Him is the mystery — why did He
do this, and how little we know of His ways.
But while his ways are inscrutable, His mercy
and His faithfulness to us was clear to see. He
saved Yitzchak and He saved Avraham from
a treacherous moment.

’ ALIYA 4.
k" The angel calls to Avraham a sec-

ond time. He is told that G-d swore
that if Avraham did not withhold his child, that
he and his children would be blessed, would be
a blessing and would be a great people.

This too is a Rosh Hashana theme. Rosh
Hashana is the birthday of the creation of
mankind; made in the image of G-d. Majestic,
creative, a partner to the Divine.

And the expression of blessing to the Jewish
people is a further expression of the majesty
of the Jewish people. Rosh Hashana is not only
the majesty of G-d but the majesty of man. We
are partners with the King. He reaches to us,
creates us, chooses us, instructs us, blesses us.
What a majestic mandate — the partners, the
intimate partner of the King.

’ ALIYAS.
Avraham is told that his brother
has a full family of descendants

%
including Rivka.

The next generation is now ready to pick up
this great covenant and take its place in Jewish
history.

Jonathan Rosenblum, prm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care
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B SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF

> Licensed sealer
> 23 years of experience
> Warranty on every job

We specialize in sealing roof and
building walls, constructing and
repairing roof tiles, constructing and
repairing drainpipes, sealing balconies,
basements and pools.

Our company uses only Slli-certified
approved by Ministry of Health.
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Sometimes even the corniest of old jokes has
a profound lesson to teach us.

“How many psychologists does it take to
change a light bulb?”

In case you haven't already heard the answer
to this example of tired "light bulb" humor, it
goes like this:

“Just one. But it has to be willing to change!”

This witticism, if it deserves that name, recog-
nizes an important limitation of the profession
of psychotherapy. It can only be effective to the
extent that patients or clients are motivated to
cooperate with the process. Only if they are
committed to doing the hard work of personal
change can psychotherapists look forward to
success.

Willingness to change is a rare trait among
humans. People are frightened of anything new

4
Under 74.5? /

Private Health Coverage
for Critical Conditions

NOT Covered by Kupat Cholim

p——r

Don't wait until it's too late. Your age is
your advantage — use it today.

Norman Zysblat 054-4258671
Licensed Insurance Professional

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

and adhere to the status quo even when it has
brought them little benefit.

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, the first chief
rabbi of the land of Israel, wrote a precious
little book entitled The Lights of Return. In it
he insists that the “human tendency to cling
desperately to old ways and ancient habits is
the sign of a spiritual malaise”.

Rav Kook wrote this book early in his life.
In his later years, he not only recommended it
to others, but he studied it himself, especially
at the time of year in which we now find
ourselves.

For we are now in the waning days of the
month of Elul with the High Holidays imminent.
The theme of this period of the Jewish calendar
is teshuvah, which, although usually translated
as “repentance”, is better translated as “return”,
or still better as “change”.

A fundamental teaching of Judaism is the
following verse from Ecclesiastes: “For no man
is perfect in this world, doing only good and
never sinning.” We all need to improve, we all
need to change. This is the central message of
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur for the Jew.

The fundamental difference between opti-
mists and pessimists is that the former believe
that change is possible, whereas the latter
believe that attempts to change are futile.

“You can't change human nature.” “The
leopard cannot change his spots.” “Once a
fool always a fool.” These are the mottos of the
pessimists, and the assumptions they make are
the very stuff of the entrenched resistance to
genuine change in our behaviors and attitudes.

Books have been written and countless
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sermons sounded with all sorts of advice as to
how to go about change. Some believe that it
is a slow, gradual, step by step process. Others
insist that change requires a dramatic leap of
faith and can be done in a transformational
moment.

Some believe that change happens because
of external circumstances, or social pressures
imposed by other people. Others maintain that,
on the contrary, change can be intentional and
purposefully initiated by every person himself
or herself.

Jewish texts recognize that there are two
types of change; one indeed, a slow, painstak-
ing path, and the other, a rapid and sudden
personality shift. Jewish tradition recognizes
that others influence and mold our paths, but
that the ultimate responsibility for spiritual
change lies with each of us ourselves.

I would like to share with you all one fas-
cinating example of two individuals working
together in a purposeful but deliberately
incremental change process. It is to be found
in the writings of a man known as the Rebbe
of the Warsaw Ghetto. His name was Rabbi
Kalonymus Kalman Shapiro, and his career
as an outstanding pedagogue and teacher of
adolescent boys was tragically cut off by the
horrors of the Holocaust.

Rabbi Shapiro wrote a book aimed at his
young protégés, giving them the following
piece of advice to be initiated at the beginning
of the school semester. He asks the student to
imagine, if his name, for example, is Reuven,
what "Reuven" might look like a month from
now, six months from now, a year from now.

Once the young man has some sort of image
of what his future self might be he can con-
sciously begin to take steps to approximate
this image. He can set specific goals and
objectives to come closer to his self ideal,

step by tentative step.

And every so often, he can monitor his prog-
ress, accelerating the process, modifying it if
necessary, or slowing it down if things are going
too quickly. The Rebbe encourages the young
man to collaborate with a friend or a mentor
as he goes through this process of self change
and self-development.

At this time of the Jewish New Year, as many
do around the time of the secular New Year, we
all tend to make resolutions. Rabbi Shapiro's
technique is but one of the numerous methods
which can assist us in formulating such res-
olutions and in successfully executing them.

The sanctity of this season inspires us, like
the light bulb, to be willing to change. We must
turn to the wise and the experienced among us,
be they living friends, mentors, and spiritual
guides, or past scholars, rabbis, and teachers,
for suggestions of specific techniques as to how
to really change.

Judaism always insists upon the utility and
the importance of textual study. At this time
of year study is no less important than prayer.
Especially if our study focuses upon finding
ways to achieve desired change, and to main-
tain that change in the face of challenge and
ever shifting circumstances.

Every time we wish each other a Happy
and Sweet New Year, we are really saying, "I
hope that you are successful in your attempts
to change yourself and improve yourself in
the coming year." It is in that spirit that I wish
each of you, dear readers, a Happy and Sweet
New Year!

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418
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FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM

UNIQUE PENTHOUSE IN THE HEART
OF TALBIYA (HOVEVEI ZION)!

103sqm + beautiful huge open terrace, views,

character, high ceilings, arched windows,

2 en-suite bedrooms, elevator, private parking,

near synagogues, Yemin Moshe, Old City

& Kotel. Exclusive! Galila 053-6642512

R

IN OLD KATAMON
Areal gem! A beautiful 2.5 room apartment,
small historical building, high ceilings &
arched windows, comfortable floor, elevator,
A/C, private parking & storage. Near shops &
cafes on Emek Refaim, synagogues, theaters
& museums. Only 2,950,000 NIS Exclusive!
Michal 055-4559591 | Matan 053-4644480

IN OLD KATAMON ;
New 5-room Apt - 120
sqm, high quality, 3
exposures, elevator,
view, nice large
balcony, quiet, near
synagogues, the
Shteiblach, schools,
Jerusalem Theater,
museums, cafes &
shops, immediate.
Matan 053-4644480

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem

TAL CLEAN

>

n Contact us: |
050-445-5975 *-

info.talclean@gmail.com

b

‘ k And
more

cleaning
Sofas Cleaning Carpet Cleaning  ‘Mattress Services

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.TALCLEAN.CO.IL

0778038511

N Integrating
woves SOMATIC MOVEMENT PRACTICES

with
THERAPEUTIC BRAIN TECHNOLOGIES
SOMATICWELL therapies enhance
neuro-plasticity & regulate the autonomic nervous
systern, for greater physical and mental
well-being,

ALLEVIATE

Lations avediak
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Mizrahi-Tefahot Bank offers a team of banking experts
who understand your culture and language.
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AIR CONDITIONING
ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Fully Subsidized Therapy i
for Teens and Young Adults TzviRin 38 plecsure
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Social Workers are here to |
offer therapy to teens and .
young adults to help them
navigate life’s challenges.
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7 guarantee that you will be

@ 100% thrilled.

©

If you find the same level of quality
If you are in a crisis, and service for a lower price,
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A Rare Opportunity - Luxurious Single-Level
Residences Overlooking the Protected Forest.
Discover a variety of spacious, high-end
apartments ranging from 170 to 230 sqm, all
thoughtfully designed on one expansive level,
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offering complete privacy and direct access to
nature.
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the-Art Fitness Center - 24/7 Security &
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During our Rosh HaShana services, we
reflect on the voices of three biblical women
whose cries echo through the sacred days of
judgment and renewal: the mother of Sisera,
Hagar, and Rachel Imenu. Each cry, as Rabbi
Norman Lamm? profoundly noted, reflects a
distinct spiritual posture in the face of suf-
fering. Their tears are not merely emotional
outbursts, rather they are windows into the
soul’s confrontation with reality.

On the first day of Rosh HaShana, the
haftara recounts the story of Sisera’s mother,
who waits anxiously at the window for her
son's return from battle. She peers into the
distance, hoping for a glimpse of his chari-
ot.2As time passes and he fails to appear, her
friends offer hollow reassurances: “He is
delayed because he is collecting the spoils.”
But deep down, the truth dawns—he is never
coming back.

The Talmud Yerushalmi® teaches that
she cried one hundred cries upon realizing
this bitter truth—one for each of the shofar

1. Rabbi Norman Lamm, Festivals of Faith
(New York: OU Press, 2011), 26.

2. Shoftim 5:28-30

3. Talmud Yerushalmi, Rosh HaShana 4:8
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blasts we blow. Yet her tears stem not from
a courageous engagement with reality, but
from her refusal to accept it. She lived in a
fantasy, an “immoral optimism,” as Rabbi
Lamm termed it—an arrogant illusion that
the world will always remain as it was. When
one builds their life upon denial, the shock of
reality becomes devastating.

This is the first type of cry: a tear that resists
truth. It is the refusal to see, to acknowledge,
to engage. Such tears do not lead to growth,
only to paralysis.

The Torah reading of the first day of Rosh
HaShana introduces us to a second kind of
cry—that of Hagar. Cast out from Avraham’s
home, Hagar wanders the desert with her son,
Yishmael, until they are both at the brink of
death. Recognizing her son’s imminent demise,
she distances herself, saying, “Let me not see
the death of the child,”* and breaks down
weeping.

Unlike Sisera’s mother, Hagar sees reality
clearly. She does not hide from it. But she is
crushed by it. Her tears are those of despair—
resignation to fate, surrender to suffering. She
weeps not in denial, but in hopelessness. She

4. Bereishit 21:14-16
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believes there is nothing more to be done, no
possibility of change.

This is the second cry: a tear that surrenders.
Though more honest than denial, despair too
is spiritually disabling. It strips us of agency
and suffocates faith.

Then we reach the cry of Rachel Imenu.
Her life was marked by profound sorrow: she
forfeited her beloved to her sister, struggled
for years with infertility, and died young on
the road, far from home. Yet even after death,
her tears endure. In the haftara of the second
day of Rosh HaShana, we are told: “Rachel
weeps for her children; she refuses to be
comforted.” )2 %y N221 Y1.5 She watches
as her descendants are led into exile—and she
refuses to remain silent.

Rachel does not deny the pain, nor does she
succumb to it. She confronts reality with open
eyes—and yet, she demands more. She turns to
God and insists on redemption. Her tears are
not the end, but the beginning. As Rabbi Lamm
states: “The Jewish soul beholds reality in all
of its ugliness but sets out to transform it.”

Rachel’s cry is a model of courageous, faith-
filled defiance. It is the cry of protest, of prayer,
of possibility.

Each of us will cry in life. Pain is inevita-
ble. But the nature of our tears—what they
say about us and where they lead us—is our
choice.

Will we cry like Sisera’s mother, lost in denial
and illusions? Will we cry like Hagar, paralyzed
by despair and surrender? Or will we cry like
Rachel Imenu—eyes open, heart broken, but
with a soul burning with fierce hope?

On Rosh HaShana, we are called to respond
like Rachel. To see the world’s brokenness

5. Yirmiyahu 31:14-16
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0544-731052
info@kadatvkadin.com

UV

— our personal struggles, our collective
wounds — and yet to believe. To believe that
transformation is possible. That exile is not the
end. That our cries reach Heaven and awaken
compassion.

Rachel’s cry did not fall on deaf ears.
Hashem responds: “Restrain your voice from
weeping... there is hope for your future.”®

So too with us. When we cry with faith, with
Emunah and Bitahon, we do not weep in vain.
Our tears become the seeds of redemption.

Let us choose to cry not in denial or despair,
but in courageous hope—like Rachel Imenu.
And may our heartfelt cries be answered
with healing, return, and a future filled with
light. With the proper tears we are told: Y77
17X’ 1272 NYNT2.“ Those who sow in tears
will reap in joy.””

6. Ibid
7. Tehillim 126:5
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

Inner
IHIumination

Tekiat Shofar, blowing the shofar, is a cen-
tral part of the Rosh Hashanah service. In
designing the structure of each section, Chazal
meticulously chose seven verses to be recited
responsively before shofar blowing, and three
verses following the blasts. These verses direct
our minds and hearts to focus on the objective
of the mitzvah to blow shofar and indeed the
objective of the Yamim Nora’im, the High Holy
Days.

After blowing the first thirty shofar blasts, the
chazzan calls out, “Ashrei ha’am yod’ei teruah,
Hashem be’or panecha yehaleichun — Praisewor-
thy is the people that knows the shofar’s cry; O
Hashem, they will walk by the illumination of
your countenance!” The latter part of the verse
affords us a glimpse into the theme of the day
and the power of the shofar.

Rav Elya Roth zt”l in Sichat Eliyahu quotes the
famous idea that the moments during which

Transfer Your Memories to Digital ~=

Your old pictures, slides, DVDs, records,
audio cassettes, video and film

\llll DETERIORATE OVER TIME

Preserve your memaries for future
generations, before it is too late.

(for large orders, pickup/delivery can be arranged)

% daniel@sassvideo.com

3 054-545-1969
U 02-993-4529

the shofar is blown is akin to the moments the
Kohen Gadol stands in the Holy of Holies to
do the exclusive Yom Kippur service. When
listening to the shofar blasts, each of us met-
aphorically enters “lifnai ve’lifnim,” into the
innermost chamber of Hashem’s presence. We
are judged on Rosh Hashanah “k’venei maron”
as an individual. This is a unique experience as
people are generally social creatures, we like to
interact with others and often define ourselves
in terms of our relationship with others. In con-
trast, on Rosh Hashanah we stand completely
alone before Hashem. Rav Roth notes that this is
one of the reasons that the word ‘emet,” truth, is
repeated often throughout the Rosh Hashanah
liturgy. We are given the opportunity to face
who we are without pretenses, to confront
our core self. In the innermost chamber, we
encounter who we really are.

Rav Yehudah Leib Chasman zt”] shares a
powerful parable to illustrate the dynamic of
these moments. Imagine a simple villager who
hears about a cinema. He is intrigued by the
idea and saves up money to buy an entrance
ticket to see a film. He enters the darkened
theater and is entranced by the images he sees
on the screen. One thing, however, bothers
him terribly. Everyone is sitting in the dark!
He imagines how much more they would
enjoy themselves if they could see better and
instinctively turns on the light. The people in
the theater yell at him, “Fool! Don’t you know
that the visuals only appear in the dark!”

On Rosh Hashanah, we are privy to the “ohr
panecha,” the Divine illumination that allows us
to see the fantasies we live and the misdirected
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goals that we chase.

In his sefer on teshuvah, Rabbi Immanuel
Bernstein explains that all year we deceive
ourselves into believing that we are the owner
of the house, the business, we are the center
of the universe. Indeed, we sometimes have
the attitude that we ‘invite Hashem into our
lives,” but only at our own convenience. Rosh
Hashanah is the time when we are gifted with
the light of clarity; it is Hashem’s world, and we
must adjust ourselves to realign our values and
mindsets with His. The theme of this section is
that of restoring our vision; to walk and live in
the ‘light of Hashem’ - with His truth, His word,
His command.

The shofar turns on the light, shining it into
the inner recesses of our soul. It enables us to
see our crafted illusions for what they are and
only then can we live sincerely with the Divine
truths that Hashem has set for us. ®

Interior Design « Architecture « Lifestyle

@livingbyari.com
@livingbyari
©®054-700-8025

Splendid new apartment Talbich, 312 sqm, 74
sqm Sukkah terrace facing beautiful views with 5-
star hotel facilities

Luxurious 400 sgm apt in Talbieh, 30 sqm
Sukkah terrace, 11 rooms, 4 parking spots,
Shabbat elevators, doorman, gym, sauna.

e .

Stunning 168 sqm apartment, 71 sqm Sukkah
ﬂfacﬂﬁng South with the benefits of 5 star hotel
[acilities,

Magpnificent 180 sqm luxurious penthouse, 25
sqm Sukkah terrace, high ceilings, parking spot,

storage

T&T INVESTMENTS  JokMol

Deborah Touitou +972(0)54-480-4767 |
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Ohr Meir & Bracha needs your donations now.
Please partner with us in feeding

with baskets full of fresh fruits, vegetables,
honey, honey cake, chicken, dried goods,
grapejuice, challas, beets, pomegranates,
dates, apples, potatoes, pumpkin, oil, sugar,
rice, flour, salt, coffee, tea, and many more
items to brighten their holiday table with a
peaceful and heartwarming Rosh Hashanah.
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Spacious grounds | 10 min Luxury
with lots from 8- bedroom villa
of activities Kinneret | (For up to 25 people)

DR. AARON JESIN, MOHEL

Canadian Physician - over 10,000 britot!
From Toronto, Canadda, now residing in Bet Shemesh

Certified Mohel on the list of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel
XU N'UKY NI n'wNa Jnoin 7am

e Serving Jerusalem, the Mercaz, g
N " and all places between! i. '

www.DrJesin.com | ® (© 052-399-4313

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER
SHANAH TOVAH

U'METUKAH
NEXT YEAR IN YOUR HOME IN ISRAEL!

FEATURED PROPERTIES IN
ANGLO NEIGHBORHOODS

MAMILLA
David's Village
Duplex Garden
4 Bedrooms
Excellent
condition
Prime location

W14.5M / $4.34M

GIVAT EDEN

¢ Semi Detached
Villa
6 Bedrooms
Large garden
High-end finishes
Great community

W6.95M / $2.08M

TALBIEH
e Luxury Apartment
* 400 SQM
¢ All on one level
e 7 Bedrooms
e Doorman
* Great location

Price on request

GERMAN COLONY
Harakevet Street
New building

3 Bedrooms

5th floor

Sukkah balcony
Parking & Storage

W7.95M / $2.38M

RBS

Mishkafayim
Over 250 SQM
Magnificent views
Amazing
community

One of a kind!

W13M / $3.89M

MEKOR CHAIM
3 Bedrooms
2.5 Bathrooms
New building
Sukkah
Parking

e Storage

W4.5M / $1.35M

Presale opportunities in:
Carmei Gat / Netanya / Jerusalem /
Ashkelon / Neve Shamir / Modi‘in

CiFE +972-54-441-5704

=¥| KimBashRealEstate.com g3 =) g3
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& CONSULTING

MULTIPLY THE BLESSINGS,
THE TAXES

Our team is here to assist with:

U.S. INCOME TAX RETURN FILING

FOREIGN BANK REPORTS (FBAR)

QUICKBOOKS & CONSULTING

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS s
BOOKKEEPING & OTHER ACCOUNTING SEFWICES

o §
4
© sean@zAcFINANCIALS.COM € Www.ZACFINANCIALSICO

DAM HAMACBIM ST 28, 2ND FLOOR, MODI'IN

VIP TICKETS
AVAILABLE!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN EXCLUSIVE EVENING TO
SUPPORT OUR MISSION

FEATURING [S] IAY RIBO

SUNDAY OCTOBER
17:00 2025

ALYN HOSPITAL, JERUSALEM
ELEGANT MEHADRIN DINNER RECEPTION

LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE & LIVE PERFORMANCE
SCAN TO BUY TICKETS

GILAT.ORG.IL
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Terem Online Urgent
Care Doctor

Private VIP Service , Fast, Convenient,
Professional - In English

@ speak directly with senior
board-certified urgent care physicians.

® OQuick assistance for commeon
urgent conditions.

@ Prescriptions digitally sent
to pharmacy.

Because your health
can't wait.

@ 1-599-520-520 & www.terem.com

TEREM

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM
FOLDING CHAIRS

* STYLE & COMFORT

* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS

« STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS ™

* FAST DELIVERY _
Hf"'

€ OLDEES

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181

For Sale Exclusively — Spectacular Penthouse Opposite Sacher Park
195 SQM + 50 SQM Succah Balcony
Discover luxury living in this brand-new boutique project, featuring
breathtaking panoramic views and a prestigious location in the
heart of Jerusalem.

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM
FOR 4 rooms | Two floors | 80 sqm

SALE Renovated duplex near Mahane Yehuda, 2 units
private entrances, Airbnb income U15,000-18, ,000/ month,
© 3,000,000

2rooms | Half-level up | 41sqm

Private entrance, balcony, and Sacher park views.
three air exposures, and ideal for living or investment.

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM
FOR Entire Building | 218 sqm | 9 Units (5 Registered)

SA LE Exclusive sale near Mahane Yehuda: full building
with 9 units, character, and strong income potential.

© 14,000,000

223 sqm | 7 rooms | Spacious Cottage with attic
Eamte rental unit, safe room,Bright living spaces,
SALE well-kept garden, and prime location near parks, schools

TAMAR, EFRAT
FOR 4 rooms | 99 sqm | 2 Bathrooms

SA LE Beautiful apartment, 60 sgm attic used for storage,
2 Sukkah balconies, Private parking

n 2,790,000

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of Zayit, Efrat.
Spacious apartments, breathtaking views, and limited units
remaining!

For a ~ 95 sgm apartment with parking and a balcony.

ﬂ Shana Tovaf

NoAM e +972 62-587-8788

MES & W office@noamhomes.com

Eonl Eatata Prafaasionols

ﬁ www.noamhomes.com
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AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

The revolutionary Chasidic master Reb
Simcha Bunim of Peshischa was known for his
unique emphasis on the importance of one’s
individual relationship with Hashem, placing
self-honesty and authenticity at the center of
avodah. Reb Bunim encouraged his followers
to focus on self-development and a search for
truth, insisting that closeness with the Ribono
Shel Olam depends on excavating one’s own
inner world and cultivating pnimiyus, one’s
internal spiritual resources. Before assuming
the mantle of community leadership, Reb
Bunim spent many years as a businessman
and pharmacist, and eschewed much of the
external trappings of Chasidic courts dynasties.

Reb Bunim would relate a ma’aseh, about
which he said would be the message leading
us to Geulah:

A wealthy man in Poland once longed for

URGENT TZEDAKKAH APPEAL
Veryill, lonely widow (Shoshana) with no living
relatives, cancer survivor and other serious illness
that constantly need monitoring and care -
desperately needs money for most needs / medical
expenses/place to live. Benefactor needed.
For information on how to donate please call:
0533886773 or 0587780691
or email Frontierswestern@gmail.com
Endorsed and Badatz stamped and approved
many references

RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL __};%

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

the most magnificent horse in all of Europe.
He spared no expense in searching for the
perfect specimen: purebred, strong, flawless.
Excited to have achieved his life-long dream,
the g’vir had already built the finest stable in
the land, a grand structure befitting his prize
possession. Concerned that his investment be
secure, he fitted the grand stable with the best
lock and hired armed guards at the gate around
the clock.

The first night that the horse arrived, his
mind was racing; the man could not sleep. What
if the guard had dozed off? What would be with
the horse? Slipping out of bed, he checked, and
sure enough, the guard was awake. Curious,
he asked how the shomer managed to keep
alert. The guard smiled and said, “I've been
pondering all night on a difficult problem:
when a nail is hammered into wood, where
does the displaced wood go?”Amused and his
fears now allayed, the g’vir told the guard to
keep on thinking.

A few hours later, still restless, he got out of
bed, put on his robe and went down to the sta-
ble. Relieved, he found the guard to still be wide
awake. “And what are you pondering now?”
“About bagels,” answered the guard. “When
they bake the hole in the center, where does
the dough from the hole disappear to? Where
does that part go?”

At this point, the g’vir chuckled at these phil-
osophical quandaries. Surely, with questions
like these, the guard would never fall asleep.

Assured that everything was under control,
the g'vir drifted off to sleep. However he soon
awoke in a panic; perhaps the guard had found
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clarity on all that he had been pondering, and
fallen asleep himself. Racing outside, he saw
the guard by his position at the gate, looking
perplexed. Relieved, “Nu, please tell me: what
question are you wondering about this time
that has kept you awake?”

The guard answered quizzically: “So... I've
been thinking. You bought the most beautiful
and special horse in the world. For that horse,
you built the finest stable. For that stable, you
installed the strongest lock and even hired me
to guard it night and day. Now I'm wondering,
with all of this... how is it that the horse has
gone missing?”

“Rebbi Dostai ben R’ Yannai said in the name
of Rebbi Meir: ¥9X2...iMWnn THX 127 N2Wn 92
w912 2°nnn, “Whoever forgets davar echad
m’limudo one word (literally ‘one thing’) of
his study;, is considered as if liable to death”
(Avos, 3:8). Thus does the Mishnah warn us to
be careful to retain our learning, to safeguard
it, take it to heart and live with it.

The Meor Einayim, Rebbe Menachem
Nachum of Chernobyl, zt’l (on Parshas
Kedoshim), brings the above mishnah: “Who-
ever forgets Davar Echad, ‘the One Thing’ —
Hashem — from his learning, it is as if he has
forfeited his life.” The focus of Jewish learning
and the goal of Torah is to attune us to Hash-
em’s Presence in our lives and bind us with
‘the One’, the Ribbono shel Olam. If our limud
haTorah is simply a cognitive, intellectual exer-
cise, or even a subtle form of ego gratification,
it is a sign that we have forgotten the ‘Davar
Echad’, and our learning is disconnected from
its Divine Source. Our obligation is to keep the
ikar, ‘the main thing’, the main thing.

Jewish life and continuity depends so much
on fidelity to halacha, commitment to an often
complex structure of laws. Torah and mitzvah

observance thrives in community and within
institutions, which too depend on complex
structures. From mosdos, educational centers,
shuls, kosher establishments and a plethora
of chesed organizations, all are critical for our
survival and our collective religious, social and
cultural preservation and success. For this
reason, inestimable resources, time, effort
are poured into infrastructure. This can con-
sume so much time and resources that we can
miss the point and get caught up in external
trappings of Yidishkeit. We can lose sight of
our ultimate purpose, lost in the details and
measurements of religious practice. Without
an intentional focus on the inner heart and
essence of our observance, we may come to
trade soul for structure. We may place all our
energy into guarding, protecting, surround-
ing ourselves with layers of locks and walls,
meanwhile, there is a perplexing emptiness
in the center of it all.

A new year invites us to ponder what it really
is which drives us to invest in the grand stable,
the locks, and guards of our religion. For some-
times, while surrounded by all the commotion
of building infrastructure to preserve our past
and to protect our investment, we lose sight of
the very essence — and forget the ‘One Thing’,
the ‘horse’ itself!

This week is Rosh Hashanah, also called Yom
HaZikaron, ‘the Day of Remembrance’. May we
remember the ‘One Thing’ and enter the new
year keeping the main thing the main thing.

Achat sha’alti me’eis Hashem...

“Just One Thing do I ask of Hashem...”

(Tehillim, 27)

SUUggIng Wit Lust
tHatledds to e Naviors YouCan LControl
You are not alone!

We have been there and today we are free
Sl . 072-2401190
sanewsenglish@gmail com dial 8 for english
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

The moments when the Shofar is sounded on
Rosh Hashana are perhaps the most emotion-
ally charged and spiritually significant islands
in time of the entire Yamim Noraim period. The
Shofar carries many profound messages; its
most familiar, of course, is to remind us of the
Akeidat Yitzchak—the binding of Isaac—and the
ram that took his place as a sacrificial offering.
Yet within the Shofar’s sounds lie many other
layers of meaning as well.

Rabbi Moshe Tzvi Neriah zt”l, one of the
close students of Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook
zy”a, edited a beautiful work called Moadei
HaReiah—a collection of essays, stories, and
reflections from the life and teachings of Rav
Kook, arranged around the Jewish holidays. In
it, he records a particularly powerful story that
occurred one Rosh Hashana in the late 1920s, a
story that captures the multi-tiered inspiration
contained within the Shofar’s call.

On the eve of Rosh Hashana, Rav Kook
learned that a particular construction project
was nearing completion, and that the builders
intended to continue working even on the holy
day itself. Saddened by this news, Rav Kook
carefully considered how best to respond.

The next morning, he sent one of his gabbaim
(assistants) to the construction site, carrying a
Shofar. Rav Kook instructed him not to utter a
single harsh word, but simply to stand among
the workers and sound the Shofar.

The moment those familiar cries rang out,
the laborers stopped their work. Many quickly
changed their clothes and made their way to
the synagogues. Later, the gabbai returned and

——
/cii\‘

asked Rav Kook why he had not gone himself—
surely the presence of the Chief Rabbi would
have carried even more weight. Rav Kook’s
response, however, revealed the heart of the
matter:

Had he gone personally, he explained, he
might have caused the workers great embar-
rassment or shame. As deeply as he was
pained by the public desecration of the day,
what pained him even more was the thought
that Jews might live through an entire Rosh
Hashana without hearing the sweet, piercing
sound of the Shofar.

Each day in our Amida, we pray:

“Sound the great Shofar for our freedom, raise
the banner to gather in our exiles, and gather us
together from the four corners of the Earth...”

Rav Gedalia Schorr zt”l, explained this tefila
in connection with the very Shofar we sound on
Rosh Hashana. In his Ohr Gedalyahu, he writes:

“It is through the experience of the Shofar on
Rosh Hashana that every person awakens to
the pure spark within their heart. This spark
brings us to true freedom—freedom from all that
clouds our vision in the here and now. And it
is this clarity that will ultimately help usher in
the era of perfect freedom, peace, and harmony,
heralded by the sounding of the Great Shofar of
Mashiach.”

Reb Tzadok HaCohen MiLublin zy”a adds
that the sounding of the Shofar serves as a
spiritual bridge—joining the Shofar of the
past, when we stood together at Sinai, with the
Great Shofar of the future, when we will greet
Mashiach Tzidkeinu.
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The words of Rav Kook, Rav Gedalia Schorr,
and Reb Tzadok HaCohen feel especially pro-
found as we prepare to commemorate Rosh
Hashana 5786. If these giants understood so
deeply how the Shofar’s sounds could stir the
soul, move even the most distant Jew to tears,
and bind together our sacred past with the
promise of our future—how much more vividly
does this message resonate in our own times.

And yet, it is Rav Kook’s example that must
guide us most: to always build bridges with
our brothers and sisters. The Shofar’s sweet
cry reminds us of the beauty of a life of Torah—
the enrichment, fulfillment, and contentment it
brings. It reaches into our hearts and ignites the
pure spark within each of us, gently calling us to
see beyond the confusion that clouds our vision:
of ourselves, of the world, and of each other.

When we hear the Shofar this Rosh Hashana,
may it inspire within us a new yearning for

true freedom—the freedom to leave behind the
struggles and challenges of the past year, and
the freedom to release whatever grudges or
preconceptions we may carry toward family,
friends, and neighbors.

And may the Shofar we hear this Rosh
Hashana soon be joined by the Great Shofar
of our redemption.

Shana Tova U'Metuka—warmest wishes
for a happy, sweet New Year. ®

SHIUR SPONSORS
TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT
Chana Spivack - 050-229-4951 or donate online:
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/
RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR

TUE. SEPT. 16™
Dedicated by Rebecca Rivkin on the first Yahrzeit
of her hushand, Rabbi Dr Israel Rivkin,
Yisroel Ben Refoel Zeev 2

Welcoming you to your new

banking home in Israel.
May we have new beginnings

with the safe return of our soldiers

and our hostages.

Join us:
welcome@dbank.co.il
050-2080162, 054-5577192

ISRREL
o
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n'wi7 17171 1100
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE FOR TORAH STUDIES

JOIN US FOR A CONFERENCE OF INSPIRATION AND CONNECTION
Creatwity from tie
Wellsprings of Life

EXPLORING REPENTANCE AND THE WRITTEN WORD
THROUGH WORKSHOPS AND CONVERSATIONS

MONDAY // SEPTEMBER 29 // 12:00-17:00

E .;"- . .? % E:s‘“
Register here:
=
“X MICAH
e MATAN - 30 RASHBAG STREET, JERUSALEM

v
V_ OPEN TO WOMEN & MEN | ENTRANCE FEE: 70 NIS
WishpRLaMmy




STATE-OF-THE-ART
Dental Implants

‘Teeth In

An Hour

Dr. Gedaliah I\Ilordech'éi Stern

Diplomate of Oral Implantology

Faster, Easier and Better than ever before.

Come and get a second opinion, if you were told you need:

‘ Bone grafts or sinus lifts | Cutting and stitching | Months without teeth | Not enough bone
(These can usually be avoided today) /

Almost always with less pain and less swelling, thanks to Lasers and Advanced Technologies.
No-cost consult. No-cost x-rays (2D/3D) if have already, within last 6 months.

US © 1607-55th St. Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 < 718-305-5480

Il © Ussishkin 57, Rechavia, Jerusalem & 02-6258258
@ implantsandlasers-r-us.com




(-
QZ;[’J”}/L !}mlmni{;s Ird.

For sale in the German Colony

]
]

JOIN OUR ZOOM MORNING

OLLLL

A boutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience
inone of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.
3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available
in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m
with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For Zoom, please use the following link

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87100208016? ‘
pwd=Qnh1ZTN6bUx5eFhBQUVVvYzRDa0VDdz09

By phone dial 03-9786688
Israel and use 2
Meeting ID: 871 0020 8016
Passcode: Join Zoom Meeting 123# or#

For more details, please contact More
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

Information:

Are you suffering from Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis,
irritable bowel syndrome or gastroparesis?
START THE NEW YEAR OFF RIGHT WITH A COMMITMENT TO YOUR HEALTH.
TIME TO REGAIN CONTROL. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

DON'T:
X Try another restrictive diet
* Rely solely on medication
X Take more probiotics and gut supplements
* Accept “this is just how it is”

There's a MUCH better way to manage what's really going on by addressing the root cause —
the brain's emergency response system. When the brain is stuck in fight-or-flight, it constantly releases stress hormones.
Mo matter how clean the diet or how many medications are taken, the body stays in a reactive state
and symptoms persist. And If this isn't addressed, long-term relief stays out of reach.

So people with |BD, IBS and gastroparesis often stay stuck in a painful cycle of flare-ups, fatigue, and frustration.
But the good news is...calming the brain’s emergency response system is actually pretty simple...IF you have the right system.
This program is for adults with Crohn's disease, ulcerative colitis, 1BS and gastroparesis who are ready to:
Regain their energy  Feel in control of their body again  Stop planning life around the nearest bathroom.
Reconnect with joy, travel, and relationships without anxiety
Watch my free webinar at https://drmarciereiss.com/register

20% DISCOUNT IF YOU’RE GIVING THE GIFT OF HEALTH TO SOMEONE ELSE.
GROUP RATES FOR GROUPS OF 5 OR 10. REACH OUT TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!
DRMARCIREISS@GMAIL.COM
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New Year, New Beginning!

OPENING
SALE

"«
3

(0]] en\nq
Octob

2025 JOIN BERESHEET NOW

AYEAR OF TRIAL

WITH NO OBLIGATION AND NO DEPOSIT

Come experience Beresheet's special standard,
the uncompromising quality, the community life,
the magical view and everything -
in the clear air of the Jerusalem Mountains!

BERESHEET '»"-‘-- i
e ey - = For details and to schedule * 2 3 49

n the Jerusalem Hils an impression tour, call

Valid until 31.10.25 | Subject to regulations | Limited to 5 apartments only




SHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

Rosh Hashana:
Malchut Revealed

The Yomim Noraim summon us into a court-
room not of this world. Every human being
appears before the Kisei Hakavod—Heavenly
Throne—Ilike sheep passing in a single file.
Each person is measured by the choices he has
made. The fate of individuals and the course
of nations are weighed and determined. It is a
day of solemnity, heavy with destiny.

On these days of awe and radiance, we
gather before God, pleading for mercy while
also evoking the sweet echoes of Jewish his-
tory. Our prayers and imagination carry us
back to the mountain of the Akeidah, where
Avraham stood ready to offer his beloved son
upon the altar of love for Hashem. Beyond the
Akeidah, we recall the heroism of Jews across
the centuries, who gave their lives to uphold
faith and the presence of Hashem. These are
days of power and of glory.

ROSH HASHANAH UNSEENS

And yet the Torah conceals this drama. It
records a chag on the first day of Tishrei but
does not reveal the full weight or backstory
of the day. The only hint of fate and judgment
is the word Zikaron—a day of memory, of
Hashem recalling our deeds and performance,
and of our turning to Him, asking Him to
remember our loyalty and sacrifices. The
identity of Rosh Hashanah is hidden.

Chazal sensed that Rosh Hashana hides from

view. The pasuk in Tehillim (81:4-5), which
serves as the anthem of Rosh Hashana, hints
at concealment:
HXWH PN 221N DY NI 191W YTN2Ivpn
IPY’ FIRY DOYN NIN
“Blow the horn at the new moon, at the full
moon, on our festival day; for this is a statute
for Israel, a judgment of the God of Ya’akov.”
This pasuk, centered on the call of the shofar,
designates the day as keseh. The unusual term
suggests layered interpretation. Chazal uncover
one dimension of its meaning; it alludes to con-
cealment, hinting that some essential aspect of
this day remains hidden—mechuseh (n0o1).
As the Gemara explains:
WX IT IR 1112 N0ONN WINNY N NPR”
“Mwn (Rosh Hashanah 16a)
“What is the festival during which the new
moon is covered? This is Rosh Hashana.”
According to the Gemara, the term kes-
eh—*“covered”—points to the hidden nature
of this day. Specifically, the Gemara addresses
the concealment of Rosh Chodesh by Rosh
Hashana. Though the first of Tishrei is Rosh
Chodesh, like the other eleven months, its char-
acter is eclipsed by Rosh Hashana. The Rosh
Chodesh korbanot are not offered, and Hallel
is not recited. Calendarically, it is the first day of
the month, yet Rosh Chodesh is overshadowed.
This particular concealment of Rosh Chodesh
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Jewish Life

at Hebrew University

Rabbi Adilsaacs ~ Moshe Knecht
Directors of Jewish Life at Hebrew University

The tremendous sense of excitement, along with
the weight of responsibility is a small depiction of
the lofty day of Rosh Hashana. Rosh Hashana is
the day we shake and shiver as we pray in the Beit
Knesset, hear the Shofar and present to Hashem
our personal development plan for the year.

Yet, we walk home in our finest Yom Tov garb,
sit down to a beautiful and joyous meal with our
family, and celebrate with full confidence that
Hashemwillgrantusayearoflifetofulfillourdestiny.
This is the beautiful balance of Rosh Hashana, the
1351 173K, where we know, just as a father pushes
his child to work hard and develop, he will also be
there to ensure success!

oI AT TN
THE HEBREW UINIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM

You are planning out your vyear, thinking
about how to be the best individual you can be
and contemplating your place in the future of
Israel and Jewish destiny. Know that living
in Yerushalayim and getting a degree in
English at one of the top 100 Universities in
the world is the start of an incredible path of
life, learning and growth!

hints at the deeper “hidden” dimensions of the
day. The “astronomical” dynamic—whereby
the Rosh Chodesh elements are veiled by Rosh
Hashana—reflects larger “concealments.”
CONCEALED ORIGINS

Rosh Hashana is a veil. The Torah withholds
its identity as Yom Hadin, and in turn, Rosh
Hashana shrouds Rosh Chodesh. Even part of
its own history remains concealed. This day is
more than judgment—it commemorates the
creation of the world, culminating on the sixth
day with the creation of Man.

The entire process of Ma’aseh Bereishit
remains beyond human comprehension. We
possess no details of how Hashem brought the
world into being; Sefer Bereshit conceals far
more than it discloses. The Torah offers only a
rough outline of the six days of creation, which
reached their culmination on Rosh Hashana.

By contrast, the events that followed

creation—human history—are described with
striking clarity. The Chagim commemorate deci-
sive moments of Hashem’s intervention in the
world. We know precisely what transpired in
Mitzrayim, when we were freed from bondage.
We recall in detail the desert journey, guided
mercifully by Hashem across scorching sands.
We remember how He revealed the Torah atop
a mountain billowing in smoke.

Historical events marked by the Chagim
are carefully recorded and transparent. Yet
the story of Rosh Hashana, the creation of the
universe, remains beyond human grasp—con-
cealed in its full, awe-inspiring majesty. Rosh
Hashana is wholly a day of keseh, of hidden-
ness. Its very identity is concealed within the
Torah. The details of creation, culminating on
Rosh Hashana, elude human understanding.
Even the experience of Rosh Chodesh passes
almost unnoticed. In every sense, Rosh Hashana
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is a day of concealment—hidden, obscured, and
in no way obvious (for development of this
theme see Pachad Yitzchak to Rosh Hashana,
chapter 1).

THE VEIL LIFTED

Rosh Hashana is centered upon the ultimate
hiddenness—Hashem’s authority. Throughout
the year, His sovereignty remains concealed,;
Rosh Hashana seeks to make that hidden
Malchut visible. On this day, every person and
nation, whether knowingly or unknowingly,
submits to Malchut Shamayim. Judgment does
more than reveal Hashem’s hidden author-
ity—it renders it concrete, unmistakable, and
inescapable.

During the rest of the year, human beings
may choose to defy His will and reject His sov-
ereignty. On Rosh Hashana, however, Hashem’s
authority, usually concealed, becomes palpable.
Involuntarily, every person submits to Malchut
Shamayim. Through judgment, each individual
implicitly affirms Divine rule. Rosh Hashana
takes what is ordinarily hidden and makes it
unmistakably present.

This hiddenness did not exist at the dawn of
creation; then, Hashem’s authority was clear,
absolute, and radiated through the world.
During the first Rosh Hashana in history, His
authority was uncontested. The world was pure
and immaculate, in its original state, and Man

had yet to disobey. The world radiated with
Malchut Hashem. On that Rosh Hashana, we
recall these original moments by reciting sev-
eral pesukim that evoke this primordial reality,
when Divine sovereignty was absolute and
unchallenged.

Since then, Hashem’s Malchut has become
concealed. Humanity disobeys Him, strays from
His will, and obscures His sovereignty. Yet in
the future, when history reaches its end, Divine
authority will once again be overt and unmis-
takable. We yearn for that ultimate redemption,
when, as in the beginning, His rule will shine
clearly and uncontested:

“ININ 2N 22w DI 5Y Y PRI TN YOI

Rosh Hashana is the singular day in the year
when Hashem’s Malchut shines forth. On this
day, we yearn for the unchallenged sovereignty
of Hashem—a sovereignty that blazed with clar-
ity at the very first Rosh Hashana of creation
and is destined to blaze once again when the
world is restored. On Rosh Hashana, we yearn
for “disclosure,” for what is hidden to emerge
and shine in plain sight. m

Rabbi Taragin’s newest sefer entitled
“To be Holy but Human: Reflections
upon my Rebbe, Rav Yehuda Amital
(Kodesh) is now available at:

mtaraginbooks.com and in bookstores

"MIWI T 10229 W-ewensohn Raz & Co.

[0 T 21V TIWnN

Real Estate
Transactions

Estates, Probate,
and Inheritances*

Law Offices & Notary

‘l.

Tama 38 and Renovation

Moshe Raz,

Construction Projects
Adv. & Notary

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il
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The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Campus
Open Day

International Degree Programs

¢

N

THE HEBREW
UNIVERSITY
OF JERUSALEM

Meet
Michael

Student of Today, Leader of Tomorrow

® Jerusalem

From Despair to Hope wwwyeshezra.org [ ¢

Director: Menachem Persoff

Please support Yesh Ezra’s
ROSH HASHANAH CAMPAIGN
to raise NI1S100,000 for:

4 Terror victims:
Single mothers and their children.

A Kallah marrying a released
soldier with trauma. Neither family
has funds to cover the wedding.

40 Rosh Hashanah
packages for needy families.

11 individuals with
physical and mental ailments.
Household items, school supplies, and

unpaid bills where the need is substantiated.

nait;

DONATE NOW!

Website
www.yeshezra.org
Bank Transfer
Mercantile (17),
Branch 642,

A/C 79747843

(Send Asmachta for receipt)
Checks

“Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card

Sara:

077-820-0196 / 058-530-9161
(Sun-Wed.: 10:00-14:30)

Donate with JGive@®
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OU ISRAEL 5786:
A year beyond words,
captured in moments.

CAMP DROR

Color War is a highlight of
every summer at Camp Dror.

TN CAMP ‘ 5. ' TORAH ' HESY ‘mm.

(ENTERS o, DROR TAGLIT [TIATIVE g, ISFAEL IWISI0

TORAH
TIDRITS

T LESTAGLIT

When the war with Iran broke out, getting our
teens out of Israel and back to the U.S. was a real
challenge. Our next challenge? Bringing teens
back from the U.S. to Israel for L.ES Birthright. That
too, we handled with care and professionalism.

_ =

TEEN CENTERS

Here the captains of both
teams show that despite

the separation by teams and
colors, Camp Dror is still united.

Teens from Makom Balev and

The Jack E. Gindi Oraita Clubs - Doraita
are learning rescue skills, justin case.....
(but hopefully we'll never need them!)

a

THE PEARL & HAROLD JACOBS ZULA
OUTREACH CENTER

We are privileged that the Zula serves asa
personal support system for our teens, guiding
them through both personal and national
traumas that Am Yisrael is experiencing - the
unfolding of complete redemption.

OU KASHRUT

0U Kosher begins with the
direction and guidance

of it's leading Poskim,
delivering the community
the best in Kosher
products coupled with the
highest standards.

JLICISRAEL
JLICis Building
Vibrant Religious
Communities for
Young Adults,
Students, and Lone
Soldiers Across the
Country.




NCSY ISRAEL

Celebrating 10 years of NCSY Israel-
Shabbatonim filled with growth, friendship,
and unforgettable inspiration together.

YACHAD ISRAEL

Yachad participants &
volunteers from Jerusalem,
Beit Shemesh and the Gush
come together to bake cookies
for soldiers as part of the
“Yachad Gives Back! initiative,

TORAH INITIATIVES

This is Jewish resilience: in the midst of war, Adam
Bernstein, serving in miluim, completed writing a
Medgilat Esther—empowered by OU Israel’s Safrut
Program to carry our story forward.

[,

TORAHTIDBITS
Reaching tens of
thousands of Jews
across the Land of
Israel (and thousands
more online across
the world) each week,
Torah Tidbits brings
inspirational words of
Torah and chizuk to
both new olim and

long time residents of
Eretz HaKodesh!

WOMEN'S DIVISION

This year, the OU Israel
Women's Division expanded
with new initiatives, induding
the weekly Women's Hub,
Rosh Chodesh gatherings, and
inspiring Mother—Daughter
events nationwide.




T'02

OU lIsrael & The Jerusalem Gardens

present Yom Kippur

At the Jerusalem Gardens Hotel
under the strict supervision of
OU Israel & Rabbanut Jerusalem Mehadrin

Elevate your Yom Kippur
with an inspiring davening . D,‘IO%
& meaningful program Iscount

for Oy
Baalei Tefilla:
Rabbi Weinreb & Reb Shabtai Eis

RABBI DR. Members

TZVI HERSH WEINREB

including Seudat 1,490 nis Extra night Bed & 600 nis
and Break fast p/couple Breakfast - checkout fri. p/couple

pag” B
Y

Wed.-Thurs. October 1-2

rvations

. 02-655-88-11

1150



Chana Jova ﬁ: E

The Eternal Message M”Wﬁ N See
of Sefer Yona 0U Israel Community Beit Midrash and
SHABBAT SEPT.27 | STHTISHREI Women's Division classes and regular

shiurim will not meet this week:
SHABBAT SHUVA DRASHA Mon Sept. 22 Erev Rosh HaShana,

by Rabbi Sam Shor y \ Tues Sept. 23/Wed Sept 24
/

Mincha 4:45 pm followed Rosh HaShana
by Drasha \y Thurs Sept 25 Tzom Gedalia

Young Israel of Talpiot Mizrach SAVE THE DATE

11 Avshalom Haviv Street, Mon Sept. 29- Torah Modiin
Armon HaNatziv, Yerushalayim

OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

‘me'

Uplift and Transform Tour\'nm Klppur Experience
Dynamic Speakers include:

0&®@@m9

Rabbi Ezra Rabbi Eitiel Rabbi Rabbi Tzvi Aleeza  Rabbanit Shayna
Friedman Goldwicht Jesse Horn -~ Wohlgelemter  Jen Airley Ben Shalom Goldberg

MON. SEP. 29 | 7TISHREI | 7-10 PM , %

75 nis per person includes Dessert Reception
Full schedule & Registration: http://torahmodiin25.ouisrael.o

SCAN ME
Location: Kehilat Shaarei Yonah Menachem, 13 Efraim St, Buchman, Madiin
THESE PROGRAMS ARE DEDICATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF DAVID & NORMA FUND 2L BY THEIR CHILDREN
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Your way to a Chatima Tova! °

r 'EU'[UI'E‘

Give your Kaparot today, change a life with one click

Through our website: L scan the code:

https://www.ouisrael.org/pedyon-kaparot/ Bk

1007 of your donation supperts OU lsael's youth prograrms D 1 o:I

Donstions are tax decuctible. = : & m -~
. - . A

Put Your Community on the Map!

® The OU in Israel is building a national directory of shuls with an YN
_English-speaking presence — from fully Anglo congregations to :
Israeli shuls where English speakers still feel at home. Scan the QR cod;)

® Are you a Rabbi, Rebbetzin, or shul leader (e.g. a vaad member)?
~ Please take 10 minutes to complete our short questionnaire.

m Part of a shul but not in leadership? Share this form with your
Rabbi or leadership team so your community can be represented.

- Your input will help identify and strengthen English-speaking
communities across Israel, haping future
opportunities for support and collaboration.

= Complete the form by October 30th
and your community will be enteredinto .
. araffle for a free OU Israel event — from
an inspiring guest speaker to a tailored
-community program.

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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Yeshurun Central Synagogue, The Jerusalem Great Synagogue
& OU Israel proudly present % OJ \f

YESHUMUN |TTE"

SEEING IS BELIEVING - " /2
PLUS RECOGNIZING,
REACTING, & RESPONDING!

Shabbat Shuva Drasha by

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, PhD
Executive Vice President Emeritus,
Orthodox Union ~

Shabbat Shuva, Parshat Vayelech
27th September | 5th Tishrei 5786

Yeshurun Central Synagogue, 44 King George Street : ' : = :
Shacharit 8.15am followed by a light Kiddush. Drasha 11 .DOanK gl ?"sj

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Beit Knesset Hanassi, 24 Ussishkin

MRS. SHIRA SMILES MRS. RAQUEL
FOCOSING IN KIRSZENBAUM
ON AL CHEIT TO FORGIVE, BUT HOW?

On Tuesday From

SEPTEMBER 30 9:15 AM - 11:30 AM

FREE BABY SITTING UPON REQUEST
PLEASE CONTACT
ZGARFINKEL@OUISRAEL.ORG
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Tidbils

P

It's Not Shabbat without

TORAH
TIDBITS

Seal 5786 as a year of Torah.
By supporting Torah Tidbits,
YOU can bring Torah to tens
of thousands in Israel and
around the world.

4 WAYS
TO DONATE:

1. WEBSITE:

OU Israel
7 Hartum St.
Yerushalayim, 9101302

4. PHONE:
Ita Rochel: 02-560-9125
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Tas— OU ISRAEL  EERATE G

S

SAVE THE DATE!

-

| GHEsHvAN. FZos OF

HODESH

Women's Seminar

Thursday, October 23
9:15 am - 1:00 pm

Enhancing our Shabbat Experience

e The Great Synagogue

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h

For full schedule and to register at: ouisraelorg/events/cheshvan2025

m 50 NIS, Brunch will be served

MUSICAL HALLEL
WITH AVIGAIL
SCHEINFELD

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15-4pm
\ Wednesdays 12-3pm
no experience needed

PLEASE NOTE ADVERTISING DEADLINES
THROUGH THE CHAGIM:

ISSUE YOM KIPPUR / SHABBAT OCT 3-4/
ALL OF SUKKOT / SHABBAT OCTOBER 17-18

Wednesday morning, Sep 17

ISSUE SHABBAT OCT 24-25
Monday morning, Oct 20

For advertising contact Ita Rochel
ttads@ouisrael.org or 02-560-9125

e

Torah Tidbits Volunteers
in Beit Shemesh & Raanana

Torah Tidbits is expanding
its distribution sites

We are looking for volunteers who will assist
in receiving the copies, bundling them
and preparing them for pick up. The group
will meet in a location in Beit Shemesh and
Raanana on Wednesday mornings.

Please contact us at info@ouisrael.org

MYY NI
Nachum Ben Lana

A small Sefer Torah with its own
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses
or for any other necessary occasion
on a temporary free-loan basis.

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173
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Dear OU TT readers, the following outline
presents a guide to the laws and customs of
the observance of Rosh Hashana. May Hashem
bless you, your family, and all of 7x e ny with
a year of health, happiness, and success in both
ninnn and nimwa and may it be the year that
we welcome T n'wn! Shana Tova!

There is a widespread custom based on the
(:20) D7) X M) to perform 0773 NINN - nulli-
fication of vows, on Erev-RH in order to enter
the new year without violating the prohibition
of transgressing vows.! Any three men above
Bar-Mitzvah are qualified to form a Beis-Din
and nullify vows of others even if they are rel-
atives with one another or with the one who is
nullifying his vows.? If you do not understand
the Hebrew, it is best to recite it in a language
that you understand.? One can perform ninn
D’77) over Zoom as long as the three members
of the Beis-Din are sitting together and they see
the person reciting the 77NN (i.e. his camera is
on).* With regard to women, some say that if

1. See ”po n1wn »yw based on xny *on nYnn) N75w)
3-N27 20 TV YW .2
(n-nYp H92) DTN 7N .3
4. Rav Schachter n mx ,#50 ,nnp *poo

HALACHOT FOR ROSH HASHANA

O
2GP.

she is married, her husband should serve as her
messenger for 0’771 1NN and add the words
“and this is also for my wife,” while others say
that it is best for women to rely on the nnn
D77 of Kol Nidrei on Yom Kippur, and when
doing so, they should recite Kol Nidrei silently
with the chazan.$

The Rama writes that there is a custom for
men to go to the Mikvah on Erev-RH.” If one
is not able to go to the Mikvah, he can take a
shower instead.® The shower should be long
enough for 9 kav of water to be poured on one’s
head (12 or 16 liters).® ) ¢

XX

Married women (as well as single men/
women at home)* light candles for RH.* The
bracha recited on the first night of RH is »>71>”
“0”» H¥ 7). Some women also have the custom
to recite “23’NNW” when lighting the candles,
while others do not and rely on the “1’nnY”
recited during kiddush. One can follow one’s
family custom.'? Both Ashkenazim and Sep-
hardim first recite the bracha and then light

(NYW-N"N) MMM MIWN DMWY .5
(>-N"0) bW MY .6

T-NOPN .7

1750 X’9pN 2’0 21WN .8

(N2-7"N) pNY’ NN N .9
2-)07 )20 NI YWY .10

11. Ibid., 'n 9yo
Y’9p0 3071 2w (T-13) NNOYND NI NPHY .12
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the candles (a minority of Ashkenazim maintain
the same order as on Shabbos).®

On the second night of RH, candles are also
lit, but only after ©°23)51 NXX and only from
a preexisting lit candle. Ideally, these candles
should be prepared before YT, but if they were
not, they may be moved only after “31510 Nx¥
2. The bracha recited on the 2nd night is also
“0"y Yw M PY71Y” and both Ashkenazim and
Sephardim recite the bracha before lighting the
candles.™ As on the first night, some women
have the custom to recite “9>NNY”, but ideally,
they should only recite the bracha if they will
be eating a new fruit that night or if they are
wearing a new dress that night. When reciting
the “2’Nnv”, they should have in mind that
the bracha should incorporate RH and the new
fruit or the new dress.® (If they have a new
fruit, they should wait for kiddush before eating
the fruit). After lighting the candles, one is not
allowed to blow out the match.’® On the second
night, setting the table and heating up the food
is allowed only after 0’25151 NNX.

When greeting a friend on RH night and up
until m¥n on the 1st day of RH, one should
say “DNNm 2NN N0 MWY” to a man, and to
awoman one says “annm >anon N0 MwY”.
After that time, one should only say “nnw an”
or “good Yom Tov”.'” Some have the custom
to say “DNNM 2n5n N0 MWY” on the second
night as well.®®

17220 2"3WM N-207 2’0 NN YWY .

3
14. Ibid.

(T-1) NMN2YN2 AW NYnw .15

N-TPN OV .16

DY 2w 0-10PN Y0 XN .17

(7"po DY) 0 .18

The bracha of “y2’NNY” is recited on both
nights of RH. On the second night of RH, one
should wear a new garment or place a new
fruit on the table before kiddush. When reciting
the “99°NNVY”, one should have in mind that it
goes on both RH and the new fruit.® One who
does not have a new fruit or new garment still
recites “1’nny” on the second night.?

Thereis a Cukc')’m based on the mn12 X2
() to eat specific fruits and vegetables on RH as
an auspicious omen and prayer for the upcom-
ing year.” The 0’32’0 are eaten after washing
one’s hands, reciting XX, and eating bread.?
The Yyn N2712 should be recited on a date (since
it is from the D’»1nN NYaw and closest to the
word “¥IX” in the verse), and if one does not
have a date, then it should be recited on a
pomegranate.® If one does not have either,
the Yy N>72 should be recited on the apple.
One should say the “)¥7 °1°” that pertain to
each fruit/vegetable with Hashem’s name (i.e.,
WMIAR PMNY-R)IPNZ-N >-ITR 71990 X 7"
(“991.2 With regard to reciting the N8N N372,
some posskim hold that today all the ”nn7NN”
simanim are served as part of a meal and one
should not recite a bracha before eating them.?
Others write that it is best to recite "MXM on
foods that are never eaten as part of the meal,
such as a banana or watermelon, and have in
mind that it will cover all the other simanim.?
After reciting the Yyn n>12 and the NN N>72
on the first fruit/vegetable that are eaten, one
should first swallow a bit and only then recite
the “Px7°77” so that there is no p0dN between

(2-8"D) MY MY .19
1-M YW .20
20PN Y0 YW .21
T7IP0 KD YW MY .22
(P-NX"D) MW M>HN .23
2”0 XOpPnN 20 2IWN .24
(LDI-2"N) MMM MWD .25
26. Rav Elyashiv in 1 'ny n”n) nx1N v ¥2p)
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the bracha and the eating.” When reciting the
NTNA/YYN D273, one should have in mind that
they cover all the other fruits and vegetables
of the 0°)2°0.%2 Most have the custom to have
0’30 on the second night of RH as well.?®

\ 4

The Torah teaches us “D2Y > NN DY”,
and the (:29) mwn WX X)) derives that the
“Ny1n” needs to be heard 3 times, with a ny’pn
before and after it each time. Thus, RN
one only needs to hear 9 shofar blasts. However,
the Gemara is uncertain as to the exact sound
that the word “nyn”is referring to. It is either
referring to what we call a "Y1 today, what
we call a D12V today, or what we call a D12V
7Wn today. Therefore, in order to make sure
that we are fulfilling our biblical requirement,
we blow a D"2v (with a ny’pn before and after
it) three times, a MY N (with a Ny’j>n before and
after it) three times, and a Ny N 072YW (with a
Ny PN before and after it) three times.*® All of
these blasts together total 30 sounds (including
the sounds of the my’pn before and after each
“ny1n”). These 30 blasts are blown before the
Mussaf Amidah and are called 2wyn7T My’pPn.
Another 30 are blown during the Amidah and
are called Tyn7 My’PN (some locations blow
30 blasts only during ¥”wn n7tN while some
blow an additional 30 during the silent Amidah
as well). There is a custom to blow another 40
(for those who did not blow 30 during the silent
Amidah) in order to blow a total of 100 blasts
on RH.3

The congregation and the Shofar blower

T"P0 29PN )0 2N .27
(-x"0) MW MY .28
(X-20pPN) NWN WY .29

(2-X) ¥"pN 20 YW .30

2P0 27w PN 0 X171 .31

should remain standing during the recital of
the bracha and during all of the actual Shofar
blasts.32 The yj)n Yy recites two blessings
before blowing the Shofar: “19w %)p yinwy”
and “1’NnNY”. The ypon Yya should have in
mind to be XN the congregation, and they
should have in mind to be XXv.3 The congre-
gation should not answer “mMv 12 PI2” to
the bracha of the 0 %y2.3 The gabbai should
announce that no speaking is allowed until the
end of the My’pn.3 If you are walking or sitting
athome and hear the Shofar blasts from a shul
nearby, you fulfill your obligation if you had
in mind to be XX because the YN Yya has in
mind to be XX all that hear.

If one blows shofar for another individual
and one has already fulfilled his obligation, the
person being XXy should recite the m>72 if he/
she can.?” Sephardi women do not recite the
bracha.® One can blow for someone who is in
a different room as long as one blows close to
that room.® If you blows the shofar m7n’3,
one should make sure not to blow during the
first three hours of the day.® Ideally, one who
is davening T3, such as soldiers on duty,
should blow the shofar before davening Musaf
4 and Musaf should not be davened within the
first 3 hours (of Mt Myw) from sunrise,*2 but
no later than 7 hours® (7273, Musaf can be
davened after the 7th hour). One who is daven-
ing MM should time his Amidah to begin at
the same time as his congregation.

2-NX"P0 273w R-NOPN 2’0 YW .32
L-N VOPN YV .33
N”2P0 TP )0 2wn .34
35.19-2"N N”IX N”1IR, as per J-I¥pn, Y'Y
L-LOPN YV .36
1”0 NOPN YD 2V 1-LOPN D X7 .37
1-LOPN YV .38
Y'P0 19PN Y0 2MWN .39
17070 RXPN 2’0 2IWN .40
3-2¥pN P20 X1 .41
N-N¥PN )20 YW .42
Y'PO-NXpPN )0 2MWn .43
TPPO-RYPN 0 2Wn .44
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On the second day of RH, Ashkenazim recite
a‘“°nnv” before blowing shofar, but it is best
for the shofar blower to wear a new garment.
Sephardim do not recite a “12’nnYW” %

==L AL

On the first day of RH after Mincha and
before sh’kiya, there is a custom of performing
P>wn, where one goes to a river or other local
source of water and recites verses pertaining to
N2wn from (V1) NN 100.% There are various
reasons for this custom, including the fact that
the w7 teaches that the Jow tried drowning
DNI2X in a river on the way to the N7y and
we want to remind ourselves of 12X DNIIN’S
determination and devotion?” (and learn from
it). If there is no river nearby, or if one cannot
leave the house for whatever reason, he/she
can recite it on water in a well* or even on a
cup of water.*

/P02 2-IN RN YWY .45

N”PD 2"3WN 2-)9PN RN .46

N”po JoPN 2"WN .47

"D 30PN YYD D?NN 7 .48

(17 "y N2YN MNIXR X7D) YW MY .49

MOY NI
nihbihian

.Pyﬂ

INTEGRITY
REAL ESTATE

N—\.ﬁ
s
—"

GARDEN PARADISE IN KATAMON FOR SALE

PEACEFUL, BEAUTIFUL, GARDEN DUPLEX APARTMENT
124.5 SQM ON TWO LEVELS, 4.5 BEDROOMS, 3 FULL
BATHS, PRIVATE GARDEN IN TABU FULL OF FRUIT TREES,
PRIVATE PARKING, ELEVATOR, MAMAD, EXCELLENT

CONDITION.
ASKING PRICE: NIS 8,150,000 e

5
QUAINT 1 BDRM ALSO FOR SALE
ADDITIONAL 2 ROOM APT FOR SALE DIRECTLY ABOVE THE
GARDEN APT! BRIGHT AND COMPACT 34 SQM., 3 AIR
DIRECTIONS, INCLUDES MAMAD, SUKKAH BALCONY,

ELEVATOR, PRIVATE HEAT, AND A/C.
ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,150,000

Ilana Nelson  054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

ZN\! 22 suNDAYs

' PO, mEEEE 9 PMIL /2 PM EDT

414 4 /
L)1 0] Je RV R OLIMTOOLBOX TALKS
28 minutes of tachles pavéway

Register: olimpaveway.com/all-events

() (@9 X @climpaveway

Netanel Shimoff
Injury & Health Claims
Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice
Work Accidents | Negligence &
Insurance | Bituach Leumi

O 02-5660002 9 King George 16 A Jerusalem @ Office@aslegal.c

\S

SHIMOFF AZOULAY

Law Firm

Avia Azoulay
Civil & Commercial
Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts
Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Wills & Estates

aslegal.co.il

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally
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M PHYNI NYTR TUN , 0980 199 IF9X N "R P2 P
VY 5y 5y vy

YOI NP WP INNDY BN 70 WFIN N NHN P2
nin)

£33 79 N3N NN THPIY PIYDM 0NN IRV NTP93 NTPIM NI
/OP27 /13, VTP Y91 TN OUIN DIFIN N /1 220N, 00313 D190 023 23
PV NIN NI HTAY NINYN 92) , 0250 DIUEN NIN2 DTN NN DIPNIN
79) G215 133 NOY 19 IND) APHIAN MDY SN NPAN NIY MITI P1MIND NN

N NPUIN 7039 W)

GYeetiﬂgS ebeangeb on the first night of RH, after Maariv
to one male:
DYV ©2210 BPNY ANINY DNN 2NN NIV MIYY
to one female:

DIYYUY D0 D1NY ANYRY NNN 22NN NV NIYY
to males or mixed group (and commonly used for female plural too):
DYV 0210 09NY ANYNY NN 1NN NV NMIYD
"traditional" (but possibly obsolete?) for females (plural)

2Y9W9 D22V BNY ANINY NINNNT NN NIV NIVY

From the first morning of Rosh HaShana through Yom Kippur,
the traditional greeting is day

N0 MIHN 99)



Kidoush for Rosh Hashana Nidyt

DAY RIN NI 0
193719 X712 DYIN 920 10PFOR N R 2
1Y 520 1117 DY 520122 N2 YR DY) 20 PR N NHR P2
YR DY M0 11210 DY DX NADRIPPON N N7 DM .PDIKNI NYTR)
D’)’DS)T'?DD NYTR NNIN) NN N2 °D . IRY’Y 101 ,WUTP XN

Botly Nig(yns

T YOYZ DA INNNY D7V 920 PPOR N NHK T2

Kidoush for Rosh Hashana Day

(DY DNXRIRIPH WK WTP *KIPA N TN NPR)
101U WTN2IWRR DI 222 R /N TV NN YN 13T
apy PR OYN XN KRIY’Y PN *2 1130 DY NDI2
RLERINIERI R pARgRle)
1937019 K712 D77 929 10PN N NHK P2

o




-
Tbe ROSb Hadem 'Seder’ mwn wxa 1o

Customs for the night of Rosh HaShana vary from community to community and from
family to family. This page is provided as a set of suggestions for those who do not have a
fixed custom in their home. Nothing mentioned here is the final word on anything. If you
are in doubt about anything, check with your Rav.

After KIDDUSH, wash for HaMotzi and eat from the LECHEM MISHNEH. Some use honey
on the challa rather than salt. Some use salt for the HaMotzi and then take another piece
of challa with honey. After challa with honey, say:
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It is appropriate to respond to Y'HI RATZON statements of others with AMEIN, as they are
bracha-like.

Since the fruits and vegetables to be eaten as part of the SEDER LEIL, ROSH HASHANA are
not “normal” components of a meal, they are not covered by the HaMotzi, and need their
own brachot, which should be said in accordance with the "rules of brachot" - as follows...

Among the fruits of trees, one should say the bracha on the fruit with the highest priority:
[1] Olive, [2] Date, [3] Grape, [4] Fig, [5] Pomegranate, [6] your favorite among fruits not
of SHIV’AT HAMINIM, [7] a whole fruit, rather than a piece, [8] larger piece. This list does
not imply that all these fruits [1]-[5] are part of your Leil Rosh HaShana Minhag; the full
list of priorities is provided to cover any situation.
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Among vegetables, make the bracha on what you like best. Between HaEitz and HaAdama,
HaEitz will usually be said first, unless you have a HaAdama that you like better than any
of the fruits, in which case, HaAdama will precede HaEitz (even over 7-Minim).
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For RUBIYA (black-eyed peas):
" IPNMOT PPN PR IIPION 1 TIN )INT

For KARTI (leek):
INIOMY IPMIAN OPWVN) WPWNR 1 TION PN O
VRN

For SILKA (beets or mangold):
IPONDYW IPMIAX PR PR N TN NN O
WIIN

For DATES:
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For KARA (type of squash, pale green):

some say this for carrots - play on words 7w
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For POMEGRANATE:
NANY IPMIAN OPWN) PPN N IR N8I O
NI WM

If one eats FISH on Leil Rosh HaShana, say the following:
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Some place the HEAD of a ram or fish on the table and say:
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If one eats the meat of a sheep (preferably a ram), he says:
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After mincha, there is a custom of 9"ywn, where one

goes to the river and recites verses pertaining to nniwn from (uv1) n2'n 190.! There are
various reasons for this custom including the fact that the w1 teaches that the juw tried
drowning omnan in a river on the way to the nTpu and we want to remind ourselves of
1an omaN’s determination and devotion? (and learn from it). If there is no river nearby,
you can recite it on water in a well3 or even on a cup of water*.
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Say this pasuk 7 times
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Smartphones, tablets, & hours spent learning are taking a toll on your children’s posture,
confidence & long-term health. At The Spinal Orthodontist, we offer Israel's first
non-surgical, drug-free program designed specifically for children, teens & young
adults to correct tech neck, restore posture, & build lifelong spinal health
with proven results!

R, Call today for a consultation: 02-631-2010

€ www.spinalorthodontist.com
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AN ARIEL KOTLER DEVELOPMENT
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ANGLO MODERN ORTHODOX GOMMUNITY

AMERICAN QUALITY

3 FLOORS / 5 BEDROOMS
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
SMART HOME SYSTEM
HIGH END FINISHINGS
SPACIOUS GARDEN

2-CAR PARKING SPACES

ONLY 8 MINS FROM RBS & 30 MINS FROM YERUSHALYIM,
EDEN HILLS IS ONE OF THE LAST OPPORTUNITIES TO OWN
A NEW SINGLE FAMILY HOME IN THE HEART OF ISRAEL

. +1 914 339 5203 ®052 77 33 458




GILINSKI

BEAL ESTATE

WELCOME TO
THE NEW OLIM

WHO CAME THIS SUMMER TO
ERETZ YISRAEL
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We're here to help you find
properties in Jerusalem and beyond.
Call me today!

Nahum Glatzer
Gilinski Real Estate
0507225694

/ o \:
N
M. HAYMAN

LEGAL
SERVICES

ISRAELI
LEGAL
SERVICES

* Wills & Enduring
Powers of Attorney

* Prenups/Postnups £

* Divorce Mediation

* Property Trdnsuctior{-s

Home visits available!

FREE CONSULTATION:

@ +972 53-722-9212

PREMIUM

MOVING & STORAGE

MAXIsBOX

[ 1]
MAXK Premiummoving.co.il @ 053-7272-815 () JEALLLEELL

PREMIUM MOVING
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THEWALL el

DOCTOR  ~7"
PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS

TRANSFORM YOUR WALLS AND CEILINGS.

Flawless finishes
that add elegance
to any space. Wall
& Ceiling repairs-
Smoothing,
Straightening,
and perfecting
every surface.
Spackling & Prep
Work- Because
the foundation S
matters. '
DAVID KUSHNER

058-661-0728

We can rescue any wall or ceiling.

Hats For Men And Women

BUSINESS
| FOR SALE

SHERLOCK

SherlockS Hat Store, the largest men’s
and womenss hat store in Jerusalem,

is looking for a new owner. SherlockS
is a one-of-kind hat store whose many
satisfied customers come back for hats

throughout the year.

If you’re looking for a A
. lat L]

successful business to grow, =

this is the store for you. TAKE A

TOUR OF
Interested? THE STORE
Email:

SherlockSelementary@gmail.com
and I'll send you our Prospectus.

EWISH

J
NATIONAL
FUND
USA
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Avraham’s
Ahava at the
Akeida

Rav Kook, elucidating the mida (trait) of
Ahava (ove) in Midot Hara’aya devotes two
passages to the love of God. He wrote the fol-
lowing in the fourth piece:

“The flame of the holy fire of the love of
God is always burning in the soul. It is this
that warms the spirit and illuminates life; the
delights it yields are endless, there is no mea-
sure by which to assess
it. And how cruel is man
toward himself, that he
allows himself to be sunk
in the dark abyss of life,
troubles himself with
petty considerations,
while he erases from his
mind this that spells true
life, that is the basis for
all that gives meaning to life...” (Midot Hara’aya,
Ahava #4)

The obligation for a Jew to develop a love of
God is perhaps most famously and prominently
expressed in the Torah in the recitation of the
Shema: “And you shall love Hashem, your God,
with all your heart, with all your soul and with
all your possessions.” (Devarim 6:5). Rav Kook,
in describing love of God, emphasizes the natu-
ral or free flowing love that is organic to man in

Rav Asher Weiss shlit'a

—
/\%“‘

his relationship with his Creator. According to
Rav Kook, an exquisite example of such a love
can be seen in Avraham’s relationship with God
and is revealed most powerfully in the episode
of Akeidat Yitzchak.

What was Avraham’s state of mind when he
faced the challenge of the Akeida? Rav Kook
argued that every act of Avraham reveals his
passion and love for his Master. A few examples
from Rav Kook’s pen on Bereshit 22:3: “Avra-
ham rose early in the morning” because he
slept soundly the night before, secure in the
knowledge that he was submitting to God’s will.
“He saddled his donkey,” taking meticulous
care of every detail before setting out, in order
that he could carry out his task promptly and

efficiently. “He split the
wood,” leaving nothing
to chance by having the
wood ready for imme-
diate use when the time
would come. (Siddur Olat
Re’iyah, 1:86)

In Rav Kook’s mind
the classic episode of the
Akeida takes on a central
place in Jewish life because it is paradigmatic
of authentic Ahavat Hashem where a Jew is
driven by his love of God to fulfill any and all
of His instructions.

THE RAMBAM'’S PASSION

The unbridled and effusive love of God
which we find in the writings of Rav Kook
has its source in much earlier authorities.
Although we often think of the Rambam’s
outlook emphasizing the rational and logical
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approach, it is noteworthy to see the language
that the Rambam employs to describe the ideal
attainment of Ahavat Hashem:

“What is the proper degree of love? That a
person should love God with a very great and
exceeding love until his soul is bound up in the
love for God. Thus, he will always be obsessed
with this love as if he is lovesick.” (Hilchot
Teshuva 10:3)

The Rambam elaborates on this halacha and
notes that this lofty level is not easily achieved,
but it should remain the bar that we seek to
attain, even if we only inch a bit closer to this
degree of closeness and attachment to God.

RAV KOOK'’S SINGULAR AHAVAT HASHEM

Rabbi Charlop, the dear friend and close
confidant of Rav Kook, recalled the following
incident, which epitomizes Rav Kook extraor-
dinary love of God:

“In the summer of 5681 (1921), Rav Kook
went to Har Tuv for a few days of rest and
respite. One day I visited him there, and we
discussed lofty matters until late at night. The
next morning I noticed that the Rav was late
for his prayers. More unusual though; before
we began to pray I saw him approach the inn-
keeper and engage in a conversation about
gardening, discussing which fruit trees grow
best in the region. This was quite uncharacter-
istic of the Rav, for he never engaged in other
activities before praying.

His tardiness and the conversation left me
baffled, so I conjured up the nerve to ask him
for an explanation. This was his answer: “This
morning, my heart was ablaze with a burning
thirst for the Living God. So much so that I was
afraid my soul would expire when I prayed. I
was, therefore, compelled to lower the flames
of my sacred fervor by diverting my thoughts
to tangible, practical matters (An Angel Among
Men, Raz, p.289).

nomin md Katamon - Renovated 130 SQM Duplex Penthouse
3 Bedrooms | 3 Sukkah Bakonies | Private Parking | Shabbal Elevaltr

e TH| . a
Ruth Abrahami — 054-807-0677 2 fimuki

A TEST OF YOUR LOVE

How does one gauge the requisite amount of
love for God that one must strive to attain? After
all, it is something quite difficult to measure.
When the Torah commands that a Jew love God
in the opening passage of the Shema, it says
that the love should be "with all your heart,
with all soul, and with all your me’odecha. The
term me’odecha is a difficult word to translate.
We commonly translate it to mean possessions,
based on Rashi’s comment that one should be
willing to place their money towards the service
of God. (Rashi, Devarim 6:5)

Rashi, however, offers a second explanation
of the word me’odecha and he relates the word
to mida (a measure): “with each and every mea-
sure that He measures out to you, be it with a
measure of goodness, or be it with a measure of
punishment..." (Ibid). In other words, in times
of joy do we feel the joy of God’s benevolence
and blessing? And conversely, in times of
pain and suffering, are we able to maintain a
bond and dependence and feel that God is our
anchor, even in the midst of suffering?

YOUR FAVORITE PASUK

Rabbi Shay Schachter, a well-respected rab-
binic leader in New York, related that he once
escorted the eminent posek, Rav Asher Weiss,
to a talk he was giving to high school students
(at the D.R.S. Yeshiva). Rav Asher Weiss opened
the floor to questions and a young man asked

OU ISRAEL CENTER 87



him, “What is your favorite pasuk in Tanach? He
answered that it comes from the book of Tehil-
lim: “Tzamah nafshi le’lokim Pkel chai...” My soul
thirsts for God, the living God...” (Tehillim 42).
It is highly significant to consider that an indi-
vidual renowned for mastering virtually all of
Torah learning, and who is one of the world's
foremost decisors of halacha chose this distinct
verse, of every verse in the sacred writings,
expressing a deep and abiding love of God.
LOVING HASHEM AND YOU
How should every individual assess their
own growth in the area of Ahavat Hashem (lov-
ing God)? Perhaps the first step is to recognize
that one’s experience of love will vary from
person to person. There is no single measuring
stick that applies to every person equally.
The Chafetz Chaim suggested the following
sagacious advice in this regard based on the
verse in the Shema about loving Hashem:
“Hashem is not overbearing with his creations.
He demands of each one to serve Him with his
ability. And just as we have poor people and
wealthy people, strong people and weak people,
so too, people have different personalities. There
are those who can serve Hashem and achieve a
very high madreigah, and there are those who
cannot achieve such a high madreigah. And that is
why it says in the Torah, “you shall love Hashem
with all your heart, and all your soul.” It doesn't
say with “heart and soul,” but rather “with your

Private Sale — Ramot B Family Home

Quiet st near shul (English-speaking community)
-4 bedrooms & 3 bathrooms - Spacious living/
dining room - Private parking, garden & porch
- Rooftop with Jerusalem views - Separate unit

(40m) private entrance - Miklat (shelter) & storage

- Close to park, public transport & shopping

Contact: 052-6799200

heart and your soul.” This means that as much
as you can achieve, that’s how much you are
obligated to serve Hashem, each person based
on his ability and personality." (Chofetz Chaim
Al HaTorah - Va’etchanan, translated in Pathway
of Aliyah, Lopiansky, p. 208)

In a word, the Chafetz Chaim teaches that to
a large degree the mitzvah of Ahavat Hashem
is subjective and personal to every individual.
There is no absolute measure in fulfilling this
obligation. Each person strives to attain heights
in this precious endeavor but we must recog-
nize that every person is different and each
individual will experience it according to their
capability, life experiences, and temperament.

ENHANCING OUR AHAVAT HASHEM

Rabbi Yisrael Salanter was once walking
through the streets of a European city when
he began to feel extremely thirsty. He walked
into a restaurant and ordered a cup of water.
When he finished his drink, he walked over
to the counter to pay, and was shocked at the
astronomical bill they handed him.

“All I drank was a cup of water,” he said.

“True,” replied the manager, “a cup of water
doesn't cost much. But when you drink it in
this restaurant you are paying not only for the
water . You are also paying for the ambiance.”

Rav Yisrael later told his student that this
story provided him with an answer to a
long-standing question he had. When we drink
water, we recite the blessing, “Shehakol nihiyeh
bid’varo - Everything was created through his
utterance. Why do we make such a broad
statement when thanking Hashem for some
water? Shouldn't such an impressive beracha
be reserved for something more significant?

“The restaurant manager answered my ques-
tion,” said Rav Yisrael. “We are not thanking
Hashem only for the water. We are thanking
him for the ambiance.” (The 6 Constant Mitzvot,
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Heimowitz, p182).

Rav Yisrael Salanter teaches us that we can
maintain our love for Hashem on a more
constant basis by speaking about Hashem
and expressing gratitude for the multitude of
blessings that surround us. Reciting a beracha
is an opportunity to think about Hashem and
the favor he grants us. Perhaps this is one of
the reasons that the Talmud instituted that a
Jew recite one hundred berachot each day.
The more focus we place on our reliance on
Hashem and the continual goodness that He
provides, the more love we will feel for Him.

LESSONS FOR LIFE:

*  Look for God in the world. Open your
eyes to discover the Creator through His
creations.

*  Concentrate on the words “God of Avra-
ham” in the Shemoneh Esrei. Think about
how Avraham came to perceive God and

how he exquisitely led his remarkable life
manifesting irrepressible love of God.
Take a nature walk today and admire
God’s world. m

DO YOU SUFFER FROM JOINT PAINT
“Stem Cells™
An in-office mini-liposuction can

provide the cells to treat this
condition naturally
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FOR INFO: KNEE@SZMC.ORG.IL
WWW.DOCTORZINGER.COM/ARTHRITIS

.-_-_ Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
3 OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
ﬁ on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org ata special price
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THIS CHOL HAMOED EMBARK ON A FUN AND
MEANINGFUL ACTIVITY TO SEEK OUT ADVENTURE
WITH YOUR FAMILY! USE YOUR CREATIVITY TO

SOLVE CLUES AND CHALLENGES. j:;’,

THE

AIVIAZING

OFFICE@CROSSROADSJERUSALEM.ORG
OFFICE:
+972 2-624-6265
WHATSAPP:

+972 54-420-6741

‘"L " CROSSROADSJERUSALEM.ORG

JERUSALEM

FRIDAY, 10 OCTOBER
10:00-13:00

Crossroads provides essential prevention
and intervention programs for teens and
young adults in Israel to help them reach

their potential and thrive. CROSSROADS
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I hope to buy a new shofar for
Rosh Hashana. Can I make Shehecheyanu on
it? If so, as the ba’al tokeiah, can that count for
the Shehecheyanu of blowing the shofar on the
second day of Rosh Hashana? Is this affected by
whether I use it on the first day or to practice
before Rosh Hashana?

Among the times we recite She-
hecheyanu are for performing a mitzva that
comes up cyclically (including shofar) and
for acquiring a significant object that makes
one happy (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim
223:4; Mishna Berura 223:13). It is a machloket
whether to make Shehecheyanu on an object
whose importance is only because of the
mitzva, as mitzvot are not considered to have
worldly benefit (ibid.). The Shulchan Aruch
(OC 22:1) says that one makes Shehecheyanu
on the garment of tzitzit because it is clothes
with importance, but not on tefillin. One can
ask whether we look at a shofar as a musical
instrument, which is important to a buyer like
you (albeit because of the mitzva), like tzitzit, or
whether we view it only as an article of mitzva,
like tefillin, in which case there is a machloket
and one would refrain out of doubt. Another
factor is that many (see Piskei Teshuvot 223:6),

especially Sephardim (see Yalkut Yosef, OC
223:3), have the minhag not to make Shehechey-
anu on objects other than fruit and clothes. In
cases of safek, poskim often recommend reciting
Shehecheyanu by connecting first use of the
object in question to Shehecheyanu on some-
thing that definitely requires it (Be’'ur Halacha
22:1). This likely applies to shofar, and for you,
when blowing on the first day could be a great
time (see below).

Regarding reciting Shehecheyanu specifically
on the second day, the situation differs for Ash-
kenazim and Sephardim. Sephardim do not
recite Shehecheyanu on the second day if it was
recited on the first (Shulchan Aruch, OC 600:3),
and there is no minhag to “create” a need for it.

Ashkenazim always recite Shehecheyanu on
the second day’s blowing (Rama ad loc.) even
without help from a new object. However, some
Acharonim (see Mishna Berura 600:7) express
a preference for the ba’al tokeiah to wear new
clothing on the second day to strengthen the
beracha’s justification, like is done at Kiddush.
If you were not going to be machmir, the good
chance that the new shofar warrants Shehechey-
anu only helps. However, if you use the shofar
instead of the new clothes you would have
worn, then there is a chance you are weakening
the case for Shehecheyanu. However, concern
for that is somewhat extreme, considering the

92 TORAH TIDBITS 1630 / NITZAVIM - ROSH HASHANA - VAYEILECH



Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad.
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

ORTHODOX
UNION 735
Enhancing Jewish Life

Rama’s ruling and the good chance that your
excitement over a new shofar (specifically
if you do not often buy new ones) warrants
Shehecheyanu.

The final question is your point about the
shofar being used before. The Rama regarding
Shehecheyanu on a tallit (22:1) says that if it is
not recited when attaching the tzitzit, it should
be recited during the first wearing. While some
Acharonim claim that it does not have to be
the first wearing (see Be’ur Halacha ad loc.),
contemporary poskim generally agree that one
can make Shehecheyanu on a new garment as
long as he has not removed it, but he cannot do
so for a second wearing (see Mishneh Halachot
VI:42; V’zot Haberacha p. 167). By extension, if
you use it on the first day, it is no longer new
enough for Shehecheyanu on the second day.
(One could also ask about the propriety of using
it on the first day, when Shehecheyanu is said
due to the mitzva, and having in mind that it
should not also go on the shofar.) If you will
not use the new shofar on the first day but
use it for practice during Elul, it is logical to
distinguish between the type of practice usage.

Just practicing at home a few times to check
the alignment of the shofar and the lips is like
trying on a garment for size or alterations,
which does not preclude Shehecheyanu for
the first real wearing (V’zot Haberacha ibid.).
However, using the shofar in shul at the end
of Shacharit or for extensive practice, should
preclude Shehecheyanu thereafter.

Having a dispute?

9 For a Din Torah in English
f 1 or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah-Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e Fax: (02) 537-9626

Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
I .
Mazal Tov to
Hadassah & Steve Jacob

and family on the marriage
of their granddaughter Dorin,
daughter of Rabbi Yosef &
Atira Ote to Elior Shaulov

T
e )

As Elul is here, and Rosh Hashanah The Day of Remembrance draws near,
We remember our ouer 200 poor and needy families.

Send your contributions to:
Clara Hammer Chicken Fund
P.0.B.18602 Jerusalem 91185 | Tel.02-5823477
Donate via PayPal at Chickenladyofjerusalem.com
Or pay Hacker's Butcher Shop Directly via credit card
Tel. 02-5819378

The daughter and granddaughters of Mrs. Chana (Hammer) Homnick a"h
are continuing to run The Chicken Fund in their grandmothers' memory.

a_r_';-.. :
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BRIGA TOWERS, For Sale/Lease
completely remodeled in high standard, on the 26th
floor of the most luxurious building in Ir-Yamim.

'R

0121 7101

Rbe,. J

Mohl Street, For Sale 2,525,000 NIS

A renovated 3 bedrooms apartment, large living
space, some sea view. Close to Nitza Beach.

E—

Property Management and Maintenance
Building Committee Management
Rental Management

Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320996 053-3849508 | office@reaya.co.il

MORTGAGE ISRAEL

Mortgages Refinancing Home Equity

O52-3N18M 054-353-0039 058532 5012 053722800 052405 000, 054-8%% BO4S
avegell dilats awtrichofi@ e gerehon@ tavig
martgageisrasl ccem martgageiswrasl.com martgageisrasl.com martgageisrael.eeen martgageisrael.com meartgageisranl.com

Contact our brokers! No-abligation, free consultations! - LT owngaandp
TR

www.mortgageisrasl.com infe@mortgageisrasl.com
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Israel Real Estate
Is Open For Busmess

We Have New Projects
& Resales

3 Bedrooms From:

3.8M NIS
3.3M NIS
3.59M NIS
5.4M NIS
3.3M NIS

[.7OM NIS

Jerusalem
Netanya
Ra'anana
Tel Aviv -
Hadera -
Nth. Haifa -
Kinneret - 2.OM NIS
Rehovot - 3.I5M NIS
Neve Shamir - 2.9M NIS
Ashkelon - 3.25M NIS
Efrat - New Zayit Project

e Zichron Yaakov - Land
125 sq meters - (1/8 dunam) - 70,000
250 sq meters - (I/4 dunam) - 130,000
500 sq meters - (1/2 dunam) - 240,000
1,0OO sq meters -(I dunam) - 450,000

KETER ADVISOR!

-

I'IL
v

\/

Many PrOJects Offer: *

BROKER - OWNER

 Flexible Down Payment
¢ No Construction Index
e Builder Held Loans

* Flexible Payment Options
*Varies By Project & Builder

e KETER will cover your home

inspection (up to W4,000)**

** Terms and conditions apply

lzzy Leizerowitz
+972 52 682-9367
USA (786) 385-8859

info@keteradvisors.com

FEE: 2% + VAT
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THE DUET

ol ek
| -_l_ P —.—'ﬁ =

Shul | Gym | Lounge
Café | American Rabbi
Parking & Storage

3-bedrooms from 3,500,000 with 10%

down - rest at completion in 4.5 years!*

Contact Shmuly:
+972 54-872-0470

shmuly@capitil.com
License #3231805

*Subject ro understanding the structure and doing necessary due diligence, I_N C | I Y CAP |T
PRCHIEING M AGINAYION

images are for marketing and illustrotion purposes only. e A T
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LIGHTING THE WAY FOR 40 YEARS

KEHILAT SHIRHADASH AND OHR TORAH STONEINVITE THE PUBLIC TO A

Shabbat Shuva Drasha
Finding our Voice in Chaos:
Life Lessons from the
Kohen Gadol’s Lottery

Rabbi Dr. Katriel (Kenneth) Brander

PRESIDENT AND ROSH HAYESHIVA, OHR TORAH STONE

Parashat Vayeilech
September 27,2025 - 5 Tishrei 5786
8:45 a.m. Shacharit ° 10:30 a.m. Drasha ° Kiddush to Follow

Kehilat Shir Hadash

Rehov Yakov Rubin 1, Jerusalem
Overlooking the Chorshat HaYare'ach, between Dubnov and Dor ve’'Dorshav Streets
Rabbi Haim (lan) Pear * Founder, Rabbi and Director




INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER
MOTHER OF SGT. BINYAMIN HY”D

Right Place, Right Time:
leing Rosh Hashana
with Emunah

Emunabh is the belief that Hashem has us in
the exact right place, at the exact right time,
for us. Not for anyone else, not by accident, not
as a mistake of scheduling or circumstance.
Where you are right now—that is where you
are meant to be for your benefit.

Sometimes, that realization is pleasant.
Things fall into place, our plans unfold
smoothly, and we feel aligned with the life we
imagined. Other times, it feels exactly the oppo-
site. We end up in situations we never asked for,
places that are uncomfortable, circumstances
that seem to block us rather than help us. Those
are the moments when frustration, disappoint-
ment, and even anger threaten to take over.

But emunah whispers otherwise. It tells us:
this too is designed, tailor-made for you. Right

THE APPLIANCE )
DOCTOR

SHLOMO ROSHGADOL
o58-558-2630

All brands, all models ‘fT

'ﬂ. In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh i
and everywhere in between

Service within 24 hours.

here is the greatest opportunity to live your
avodat Hashem.
EVERYDAY TRAINING IN EMUNAH

On an ordinary day, this might look like get-
ting stuck in bumper-to-bumper traffic when
you were “supposed” to be at work. Or the
dinner you planned lovingly for your family
burns in the oven, and you have to start over
from scratch. The cashier’s register malfunc-
tions, the line in the supermarket doesn’t move,
and your patience is tested. A flat tire, a sick
child at home, a meeting canceled at the last
minute—the list goes on.

These are not just inconveniences. They are
invitations. Hashem is quietly asking:

772Y1 HXW PR NN ORI NN

And now Israel, what does Hashem your God
ask of you? (Devarim 10:12)

What does Hashem want from you in this
moment, here and now?

Maybe the unexpected traffic means more
time to call a loved one, to listen to a shiur, or
simply to breathe. Maybe the burned dinner
becomes a chance to laugh together as a family
and make do creatively. Maybe the slow line at
the supermarket becomes a test in patience, say
a chapter of Tehillim, or even an opportunity
to smile at someone else who is also waiting.

It is not about where you wanted to be. It is
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about where Hashem has placed you. That is
the avodah of the moment.
ROSH HASHANA ON GUARD DUTY

This lesson became vivid for us the Rosh
HaShanah right before the war broke out. My
son, Binyamin, was assigned guard duty on an
army base near the Egyptian border. Instead
of being in yeshiva or at home with his family,
he was standing watch with just a few other
soldiers.

Guard duty meant something else too: no
minyan. No chazzan leading the tefillot, no
shofar blasts surrounded by hundreds of voices
rising together. Just him and Hashem.

Binyamin could have tried to switch shifts.
But his response to us was: it’s Rosh HaShanah
for everyone, and this is where Hashem placed
me. So, he stood guard during his assigned
hours. And when he finally sat down to daven
alone, it became one of the most powerful
prayers of his life.

Hours spent in private tefillah, uninterrupted,
him and the Ribbono Shel Olam. He later told us
it was one of the most spiritual experiences he
had ever known. He had not only accepted his
circumstances—he had maximized them. He
won that moment, elevating it higher than he
might have if everything had gone “according
to plan.”

THE BIGGER PICTURE

These last few years have given us all a crash
course in this lesson.

Covid closed the shuls, and suddenly dining
rooms, porches, and backyards became sanctu-
aries. We discovered that Hashem can be found
just as much in a whispered Amidah beside
our children as in the grandeur of a full syna-
gogue. Recently during war, sirens and rockets
have interrupted prayers and meals, pushing
families into safe rooms. Yet there, crammed
together in anxiety and hope, voices of tefillah

rose from the depths of the heart.

But this is nothing new for parents with
younger children. Mothers (and fathers) have
stayed home from shul to care for children,
feeling they were “missing out” and not in the
“right atmosphere” for Yamim Noraim. As a
new mother, I recall my friend Beth comforting
me by saying “you take care of your children,
and Hashem will take care of His” . In truth,
home is exactly where Hashem wanted them,
serving Him in the holiest of ways.

Each time, we thought we knew where we
belonged. Each time, Hashem reminded us: “I
am placing you exactly where you need to be.”

HASHEM’S PLAN, NOT OURS

We often measure our lives by what has
“always been”:

I've always davened with a/that minyan on
Rosh HaShana. I've always hosted this meal,
served these foods. I've always sat in this seat,
followed this routine, kept this tradition, pre-
pared like this, been with these people, etc.

But Hashem doesn’t operate by our statistics.
He doesn’t calculate according to our “always.”
His plan is infinitely deeper and wiser. Some-
times, His opportunities for us lie outside our
comfort zones, outside our expectations, and
outside our control.

That does not make them less holy. In fact,
that often makes them more holy. Because it

A= Y TR 2210y
T AIO A"

Katlfm Glmzo »

erg Family Far

4 »
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Sunday
- 9:00-15:00
| (On Friday, the picking is open until 12:00)

{ Pomegranate, Clementine & Garden Vegetable Picking
A joyful farm experience for the whole family!  *

= ! E Scan the QR code or contact us on WhatsApp: 055-559-3119)O0}:r.
» kashrut eida Haredit and Rav Landau
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is in those moments—when our plans unravel
and we stand face to face with His plan—that
true emunah is born and true greatness is
unleashed.

THIS ROSH HASHANA

As we approach Rosh HaShanah, the Day of
Judgment, it’s upon us to not only ask “Where
do I want to go this year? Who do I want to
become? What do I want to accomplish and
achieve?”

But perhaps the deeper question is this:

Wherever Hashem places me, will I recognize
it as the right place?

This Rosh HaShana, our avodah is not only to
crown Hashem as King of the universe, but to
accept Him as King over our personal moments.
To believe that each detour, each frustration,
each unplanned circumstance is not an obsta-
cle, but an opening.

Hashem is asking of us: “What will you do
with this moment I have given you?”

When we answer with grace, with patience,
with creativity, with kindness, with tefillah,
with faith—we transform the moment into
eternity.

May we be written and sealed for a year of
life, health, joy, clarity, kedusha, and unshak-
able faith in Hashem’s plan- a year of witness-
ing with our very eyes )X 'n 21w2, with the
Geulah Shelayma. ®

The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces,
bereaved families and widows can come for
respite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more
information and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org

Every person who was not born in Israel
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate
his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually!
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS!
The NEAMANS

Pnn N
Angel Realty ’ﬁ

For Sale in Efrat
Zayit:
9.7 NIS

Zayit:

2,590,000 NIS
Zayit:

1,990,000 NIS
Tamar: 2.95 NIS
Te'ena:

4,750,000 NIS

Dagan:

3.850.000 NIS
For Sale in Elazar:

2,850,000 NIS

CHAGGIM GIFTING

FAMILY “

[
ness _ MITZ CHAI

Elegant Gift Baskets include: Cold Pressed Juices & Superfoods
B Wellness Gift Cards Also Available
r;,-@ Delivered fresh, straight to the door across Israel

B INFO@MITZCHAI.COM @& MITZCHAI.COM 058 429 4465
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b/\ Flying Soon? lAl‘I
Travel with Confidence (===J
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <YM

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

;‘ Beler Tziporah ahp- 1]

ma_cb I l/f

Bottled Water Ge

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having
the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May
Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama
shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.
With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

20 5’09 1IN

==
—~CabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

Hagilgal, Ma'ale Adumim

Free Standing House! 355 sqm, 10 rooms, 5 bath. Pool,
Jacuzzi, Sauna. Beautifully renovated and designed with
a massive succah terrace and a stunning view! Contact
for more information!

Just Listed! 109 SQM apartment in a fully accessible
building, 3 bedrooms, 2 haths, parking, storage, and a
great succah balcony! Asking: 3,200,000 NIS

Amazing Deal! Rare family home, spacious 200 sqm, 55
sqm garden, 6 rooms (Large Saferoom), 3.5 bath. Private
entrance, Parking, opt. for guest unit, best location!

Best Value in City Center! 80 SQM, 3 rooms, 2
bathrooms, fully accessible, shabbat elevator, storage an
potential for additional bedroom! Asking 2,950,000 NIS

Penthouse In The Sky! Gorgeous 200 SQM penthouse,
5 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 30 SQM succah balcony,
gorgeous views, parking, private elevator, and move-in
ready! New Price Contact for info

Magnificent Arab-style house, three levels with over 263 m*
aof registered space, and even more in reality. This near-
entire huilding boasts a private entrance, high ceilings, a
spacious wrap-around garden, and parking. In excellent,
move-in-ready condition, modern comfort in this
extraordinary property. Contact for more information!

Zeit Shemen, Zayit, Efrat
Amazing Value! Amazing apartment with large terrace, 3
bedrooms, 1.5 baths, large living space, storage, and
incredible mountain views! Asking: 2,280,000 NIS

Beit HaBechira, Tamar, Efrat
Amazing Cottage! Gorgeous, renovated duplex with
private enfrance. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, succah balcony,
2 parking spots and storage. Cn-ntacl for [icin !

I

E||.a +9ﬂ 52.862.9
Eliagabai@gmail.com

9
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SHOSHANA JUDELMAN

TORAH TIDBITS CONTRIBUTOR

ROSH HASHANA

Shining Like Pomegranates

The thought of being judged on Rosh
Hashana is triggering.

I’ve been judging myself all year. Now
Hashem is going to as well?

How can I show up to daven on Rosh
Hashana from that space of fear and
unworthiness?

The pomegranate, the )19,
is inextricably linked to Rosh
Hashana. It is a strong custom
to eat it on Yom Tov as one of
the simanim, foods that help us
symbolically connect to deeper
tefillos. The pomegranate holds
the key to viewing Hashem’s judgment
through a healthy lens.

In Brachos (57a), we learn that every Jew is
filled with mitzvos like a pomegranate is filled
with seeds, even those who (feel like they) are
empty of merit.

In Chagigah (15b), we see a different mention

o
Moving, Packing,Storage

EEE 0547369550
-Free Boxes With Your Move -
E -20% off for Seniors and Soldiers

-First-Time Customer? B150 Off Your Move

of the pomegranate, “Rabbi Meir found a pome-
granate, ate the inside, and discarded the shell.”

R’ Avraham Twersky, the Trisker Maggid,
explains that the Gemara in Chagigah is a
mashal. Rabbi Meir’s teacher, Elisha ben
Avuyah, had strayed far off the path
of Judaism and Chazal were

unsure if what he had given over
to his students should still be
valued. Rabbi Meir, in his wis-
dom, was able to take the good
he had learned from his master
and leave behind the negative.
He “ate the inside and discarded

the shell,” the kelipah.

The name “Meir,” means to enlighten. The
Trisker Maggid points out that Hashem can also
be called “Meir,” because He fills the world, and
us, with His light. And, therefore, the Gemara
in Chagigah is also a mashal for Hashem’s
relationship with us.

Hashem knows what is happening inside
each one of us. But He too, “eats the inside and
discards the shell,” differentiating between the
internal and the superficial.

He knows the face we show to the world,
and He knows the one buried deep inside.
He knows how often we mess up, but He
also knows how hard we try. He sees how
desperately we yearn for clarity and connec-
tion, to have healthy relationships, to raise
our children with dignity, compassion, and
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love, and to use all the talents that He gave
us in positive ways.

He sees that we fall. But He also sees how
hard we work at getting back up.

We are quick to berate ourselves for the fail-
ures. When we imagine the Heavenly scales
weighing our deeds, it feels inevitable that
the failures outweigh the successes. Because,
really, where am I? Aren’t I still working on
those same flaws I worked on last year?

In Chassidus, kelipah, is a reference to
anything that hides G-dliness. Anything that
separates us from Hashem. Including our
own egos.

We think we are only successful if the out-
come is a certain way. But Hashem defines
success differently. Hashem values our efforts.
Hashem counts every turn towards Him as a
success. Every moment of readiness and desire
to get closer to Him.

He sees that. And it matters to Him.

May we be blessed to realize that Hashem,
“D2WN NX PRNN,” the One who illuminates the
world, is shining His Infinite and Compassion-
ate Light on and into each one of us.

Through His lens of “eating the inside
and discarding the shell,” may we have the
courage to be vulnerable and break through
our emotional armor. To know that when
we pass in front of Him this Rosh Hashana
“PI °113,” like sheep, we are also (using
the same letters) passing in front of Him
“7°125,” as people filled, like pomegranates,
with juicy seeds of goodness and potential.

Shana Tova UMetukah. m

Shoshana Judelman is passionate about learning
and growing through Chassidus. She gives shiurim
to women in many communities around lIsrael,
including Efrat, Elazar, Raanana and Jerusalem as
well as at Midreshet Rachel V’'Chaya. Shoshana also
guides groups at Yad Vashem and leads journeys to
Poland and other countries around Europe for JRoots.

For Sale

ZICHRON YAAKOV

:

% T
F= = A A -" -"\

Spacious 7-room villa
with panoramic sea and
mountain views.
Features a large American-
style kitchen with pantry,
generous bedrooms,

a sun-filled balcony,
and a private garden.
Rare opportunity in one of
Zichron’s most desirable
neighborhoods.

CONTACT US AT
ILANA GARBER: 052-502-2990
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NN 'Y N REGIONAL CEMETERY
Noax - IrxY v GUSH ETZION - EFRAT

DO YOU HAVE CHILDREN LIVING IN

Gush Etzion or Efrat?

The Chevra Kadisha of Gush Etzion
Municipality are offering a limited
amount of burial plots for purchase by
non - Israeli residents in the historical
Regional Cemetery of Gush - Etzion.
We are 25 minutes away from
Jerusalem.

Please scan below to fill in the
registration form.
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Start Your Journey in Occupational Therapy
At Ono International School -
Where Passion Meets Profession

Kiryat Ono Campus.
Study in a dynamic Train in real-world Learn in small
program that blends | clinical settings from | groups with
theory, practice, your very first year. expert faculty and
and purpose. a cutting-edge

simulation center.

100% Success on the Ministry of Health Certification Exam!

JLiC i | e ?fﬁ 4 W9 Nefesh

WO)2 B'Nefesh

Ono Academic College
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O netanya

THE SHIFTING TIDES OF
JEWISH IDENTITY IN THE
MODERN WORLD

An Evening with Rav Moshe Taragin

Monday, September 29th

5 Kehillat Tsfat
Netanya

Rav Moshe Taragin [YHE '83] has been a Ram ot Yeshivat Har Etzion in Gush Etzion
since 1994. He also currently teaches at the Stella K. Abraham Beit Midrash for
Women of Yeshivat Har Etzion in Migdal Oz in Gush Etzion. He has Semicha from
the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, a BA in Computer Science from
Yeshiva College, and an MA in English Literature from City University. Rabbi
Taragin previously taught Talmud at Columbia University, lectured in Talmud and
Bible at Yeshiva University, and served as Assistant Rabbi at the Fifth Avenue
Synagogue. Rabbi Taragin has authored a Yom Ha'atzmaut Prayer book, authors a
weekly column for the Orthodox Union about Jewish history and redemption, and
has authored several books including “Reclaiming Redemption: Deciphering the
Maze of Jewish History".
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G TIRTZU

OCTOBER

REMEMBERING. STRENGTHENING.
REBUILDING THIS OCTOBER.

Im Tirtzu will honor the victims of the October 7 attacks, salute
acts of courage, and help strengthen the future of Israel.

We will

Plant trees in memory of the victims Lead a guided tour of the Gaza Envelope
Visit wounded soldiers to show solidarity Hold a heroes’ ceremony

featuring Menachem Kalmanzon sharing the story of the "Elhanan Team"
and his brother Elhanan Kalmanzon HY"D, who fell in battle

in Be'eri

FOR DETAILS & REGISTRATION — CLICK HERE >> [ h#ﬂ‘




HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN
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INITIATIVE

Two Paths, One Return

The haftorah of Shabbos Shuva calls us into
the heart of repentance. Hoshea opens with the
stirring words, 27U 2 PPOX N Ty HXW N2
9YV3, Return, O Israel, to Hashem your G-d. At
first glance, this echoes Yeshayahu’s cry from
Tzom Gedaliah - NP2 MNP IXYAND N IVIT
117, Seek Hashem when He is found, call Him
when He is near. Why do two prophets of the
same era deliver what sounds like the same
message?

A closer look reveals that each teaches us a
different pathway into teshuva.

YESHAYAHU’S TESHUVA:
TRANSFORMATION IN A MOMENT

Yeshayahu speaks to the leadership of his
time. His call is for radical transformation:
abandon your ways, seize the closeness of
Hashem while He is “still near,” and turn com-
pletely. The Malbim compares this to catching a
beloved before they storm out—grabbing hold
of the relationship before it slips away. Yeshaya-
hu’s model is dramatic, the teshuva of a sudden
pivot, the power to turn darkness into light.

Hashem’s response is described in jubilant
imagery: the mountains and hills singing, the
trees clapping their hands. It is the joy of a
nation renewed in an instant.

HOSHEA’S TESHUVA: THE PATIENT PROCESS

Hoshea, by contrast, speaks to the people.
His message is gradual return. As the Ibn Ezra
notes, “mi’at, mi’at”—little by little. Hoshea
guides us to take words with us—confession

and prayer—and to substitute the sacrifices
of the Temple with the offerings of our lips.
Teshuva here is a steady movement forward,
one step at a time. Even missteps are not fail-
ures, for the very act of turning toward Hashem
transforms the past into merit.

Hoshea’s images are gentle: the dew that
nourishes, the rose that blossoms, the cedar
that takes root. His is the voice of endurance,
growth that is deep and lasting.

TWO MODELS, ONE MESSAGE

Yeshayahu and Hoshea speak in different
registers—one to rulers who can change his-
tory with a decree, the other to individuals who
change life step by step. Together they remind
us that teshuva takes many forms. Sometimes
we leap, sometimes we inch forward. Both are
precious to Hashem.

On Shabbos Shuva, the call is simple and
urgent: return. Whether in the thunder of
Yeshayahu or the quiet persistence of Hoshea,
each of us is invited to take our step back to
Hashem. May this season of teshuva draw
us close, and may the mountains themselves
rejoice at our return. |

SHABBAT AFTERNOON
PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR
Given this week by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak,
Rechov Washington 12 at 5:15pm

108 TORAH TIDBITS 1630 / NITZAVIM - ROSH HASHANA - VAYEILECH



The Professional Choice
for your Building’s  Peace of Mind

. for Jerusalem'’s
Va'ad HaBayit Finest Homes

Financial Transparency Every detail of your Dedicated personal
- every shekel = building managed service for residents
accounted for! flawlessly and owners

Get in touch today for a quote and professional building assessment.

Discover how we can help improve and maintain your investment.

VPN CALLUS 9 077-2307976

MLG. PRIME @ migprime.coil @ office@migprime.co.i

Building Management no21 7



OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

In past articles, we discussed the ingredient
panel used by OU Kosher, which categorizes
ingredients into six groups, numbered 1
through 6. The lower the number, the less
sensitive the ingredient is in terms of kosher
certification. Group 3 represents the majority
of kosher ingredients used in the certified
industry.

There are products that may be 100% kosher
without requiring supervision. However,
because they can be derived from non-kosher
sources or processed in non-kosher ways, OU
Kosher requires supervision for many such
ingredients. It's important to note that Group
3 ingredients can vary — in some cases, certain
types of products almost never contain prob-
lematic ingredients, while in others, non-kosher

LIFE SETTLEMENTS

Do you have a life insurance policy you:
« No longer want?
» No longer need?
« Can no longer afford the premium?
« Could you use extra money
instead of keeping your policy?

| can guarantee that if you qualify with the
underwriting process | can get you more money
than if you cash it in with the company.

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com

sources are quite common.

For example, enzymes, which are derived
from living cells, can come from animal
sources, yet are more commonly produced
from plant-based or microbial sources.
Although the latter is more typical, to ensure
certainty, OU Kosher requires supervision and
a kosher program for the use of enzymes.

There are also ingredients that are very
rarely derived from non-kosher sources —
grapes, for example, which require tight kosher
supervision due to halachic reasons. Although
the chance of a kosher concern may seem far-
fetched, OU still classifies such ingredients as
Group 1, meaning the ingredient is considered
innocuous and does not require additional
certification for use in kosher products.

There is no universal rule for determining
how commonly ingredients are sourced from
kosher or non-kosher origins. These realities
fluctuate and evolve for a variety of reasons.
OU Kosher’s Ingredients Department constantly
reviews ingredient sources and updates each
item’s category accordingly.

There are ingredients that are always kosher,
regardless of source or processing. Conversely,
some ingredients are always problematic.
Group 3 focuses on ingredients that require
some level of supervision to be considered
kosher.

Sometimes, the ingredients themselves may
be inherently kosher, but the processes they
undergo or the substances they are mixed with
may necessitate kosher supervision. Group 3
ingredients can be divided into several key
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

categories. While this article won’t cover every
Group 3 ingredient used in food manufactur-
ing, it will help readers recognize that even
simple-looking ingredients may still require
kosher certification.

e Acids:
Acids are typically added to foods to
enhance flavor, preserve freshness, or bal-
ance the product. They are rarely the main
ingredient but have a significant impact
on taste and shelf life. For example, acids
are essential in soft drinks. Although many
acids are not inherently kosher-sensitive,
due to their sources and fermentation pro-
cesses, many acids used as additives are
classified as Group 3.

e Dairy Products:
Regardless of halachic debates about the
modern-day status of milk, many dairy
products are by-products of cheese, which
has complex kosher concerns. As a result,
many (but not all) dairy items and their
derivatives are considered Group 3.

*  Thickening Agents and Preservatives:
These are common in industrial food

production. Examples include oleoresins
and glycerides. Because these ingredients
may be derived from animal sources, they
are also placed in Group 3.

Flavors, Flavor Additives, and Colors:
Flavorings are highly complex in the
food industry. Due to the vast number of
ingredients and potential animal sources,
any flavor, flavor additive, or coloring is
automatically categorized as Group 3.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Brand new building on Mekor Chaim
Recently finished, 4 room 111m, mirpeset, storage,
parking and Shabbat elevator, 3rd floor, 4.37m nis

Great opportunity to buy in a new building
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot

2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices start
atjust 2.19m nis

Studio for rent in Katamon - Mechalki Hamim St.
Close to the Shtiblach and park, 20m, ground floor.
2800nis/month

Get the Best of Both Worlds

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

cat 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il - www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA
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Wishing for a year of peace, endless
opportunities, blessings & growth

Got Aliyah questions? ’J (@ *3630

We've got answers! 4 answers@nbn.org.il
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Building a stronger Israel
for today and tomorrow
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MEDEX AUSTRALIA

MedEx is the cant-miss event for doctors and
medical specialists considering Aliyah!

October 26 & 28, 2025 | Australia

MEDEX INFO SESSIONS

Are you a doctor or medical student thinking of Aliyah?
Join us to discuss what Aliyah can look like for you!

BOSTON - November 13, 2025 | CLEVELAND - November 20, 2025

NBN ON TOUR & MINI MEDEX

Meet our team, get answers, and move forward with your
Aliyah plans - with IMAP guidance for medical professionals.

November 2025 | TORONTO & MONTREAL

TECHNOLOGY MADE SIMPLE

Join us for a hands-on tech afternoon designed to build your
digital confidence in navigating Israel’'s app-driven world.

Sunday, September 28, 2025 | NBN TLV Center

From Uncertalnty
ta Aspiration
e

FROM UNCERTAINTY TO ASPIRATION

YOM KIPPUR'S CALL TO CHOOSE ISRAEL - WEBINAR

Join Nefesh B'Nefesh and Rabbi Rothwachs for an inspirational
webinar on the Yamim Noraim and the future of Aliyah.

Sunday, September 28, 2025 | Online

CAFE OLEH: FALL SESSIONS

Supplement your existing Hebrew skills with the words and
insights you need to survive & thrive in Israel.

September - November 2025 | Online
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Whether you're building a team or building your
career, the NBN Job Board is your go-to site to
find staff and find jobs, with 200+ new roles each
month targeting English-speakers in Israel.

Y FOR JOB SEEKERS:

» Fresh openings added daily, across tech, finance, legal,
education, healthcare, nonprofits, operations, sales & more
« English-friendly roles for employers actively seeking
Anglo talent

« Smart filters by industry, experience, location, and work
type (hybrid/remote/on-site)

FOR EMPLOYERS:

« Tap an active, high-quality Anglo candidate pool

« Post a job in minutes and reach 10,000s of qualified
readers and site visitors

» Targeted exposure: the NBN community plus the wider
Anglo network

START HERE:
WWW.NBN.ORG.IL/JOBBOARD




DID YOU KNUW?

That the NBN Post Aliyah Answers
and Advocacy Department offers

the following services?

* Volunteers to assist you with your Post Aliyah needs.
Contact us at volunteers@nbn.org.il

* Monthly Open Forums

» Monthly phone calls by our Regional Coordinators

 Advocacy with all government offices

POST-ALIYAH QUESTIONS?

ANSWERS
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=The Israel
m Calendar

Visit The Nefesh B'Nefesh Israel Calendar to
explore English-language events taking place
all over the country!

The Israel Calendar is an online platform showcasing virtual and in-person
English-speaking programming throughout the country. All events posted
on the calendar are designed for Olim seeking to connect with like-minded
Anglos while benefiting from English-oriented events.

www.theisraelcalendar.org

Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your program
with the expansive Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.

Join us for a cozy Hebrew-
learning session at our next
Cafe Oleh Fall Session!

WWW.NBN.ORG.IL/CAFE-OLEH

VIRTUAL




Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

W NYH
9”1 102N IPHR GO 12 PN’ PRI

Elul- A Season
of Renewal
and Hope

Eli askes: We are entering the days of Elul,
a time of renewal and the beginning of a new
year. How can I help my single friends that
I'm trying to guide, feel this sense of renewal?
How can I encourage them to believe that this
year can be different that this year they could
get married and see wonderful things happen
for them?

Aleeza answers: What a beautiful and
heartfelt question. Elul is such a precious
time, the King is in the field, Hashem is close
to us, and the gates of renewal are open wide.
It’s natural for singles to feel a mix of hope
and heaviness now. Another year is begin-
ning, and sometimes it feels like nothing has
changed. But in truth, everything can change
in a moment.

This is how Hashem created the world,
with cycles of endings and beginnings, with
seasons for healing and seasons for growth.
Just as we ask forgiveness and start fresh in
our relationship with Hashem, so too we can
start fresh in our relationships with ourselves
and with others.

For someone who is single, the message

of Elul is: You are not behind. You are exactly
where you need to be. Hashem has not for-
gotten you. The next chapter simply hasn’t
opened yet. And just as quickly as one door
can close, another can open in the blink of
an eye.

How can you help them feel this? Flip the
script. In addition to them praying for them-
selves, suggest they pray for their soulmate
to be ready to meet their soulmate. Remind
them to say yes to one new opportunity, even
if it feels difficult. Every act of courage softens
the heart and invites blessing. And Elul is a
good time to renew not just hope, but also
effort. So yes, encourage them to dream big, to
pray deeply, and to believe that this year can
be different because every year is different.

May Hashem bless them with courage, and
the sweetest surprises of all—a loving partner
and a home filled with light.

Aleezam

v

Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[EI47 [ en.shagririm.org.il
EEERS 0585323242

=
(U™

onpipgox

JCT  mizrACH!

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!
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GET YOUR HIGH
SCHOOL DIPLOMA
WITH THE

ROSSROADS

GED

PREP COURSE

FOR ENGLISH SPEAKING
TEENS & YOUNG ADULTS

ﬁﬁ@mﬂﬁa
to register please @‘jﬂg{ij
@@D@Ddﬁm@

CROSSROADS

www.crossroadsjerusalem.org

@WK

Real Esrare

Newest Listings in and around Jerusalem

N >
Vol

Luxury Penthouse
on the Mesilla Blvd
150 sqm, 4 spacious bedrooms
Designed to the highest standards.
3 modern bathrooms
Luxury kosher kitchen
2 sukkah balconies with beautiful views
Three-direction exposures
Secure parking for the entire building
Mamad (safe room)
Move-in ready
Price: Upon Request

Duplex Penthouse in Baka
4 rooms
2.5 bathrooms
104 sqm
4 balconies (3 succah)
3 exposures
Shabbat elevator
Renovated
Beautiful views facing Old City
Price: 4,600,000 NIS

Maaleh Choresh:
Private Residential
Complex in
Maaleh Adumim
Boutique buildings
Exceptional architectural designs
Last 3 PH's with breathtaking views
For immediate occupancy
Few steps away from KKL site

Maaleh Adumim

Unlque Free Standing
~ House in Gefen, Efrat

Over 320 sqm over 3 levels
8 bedrooms, 4.5 bath
Architecturally designed + renovated
American style Kitchen
Central A/C + floor heating on each level
Huge wrap around garden
2 parking spots
Excellent location
Price: 8,500,000 NIS
Rental Price: 16,000 NIS per month

For Sale/Rent

Dream Villa in Nokdim |
Over 480 sqm on 4 levels .
9 bedrooms
4.5 baths (one with a sauna)
Private elevator
Garden, Balconies
Private heated swimming pool
Option for a separate unit
Stunning views of the Judean hills
Price: 9,500,000 NIS

Yitzchak Kowalsky
\, 054-766-0338
DX Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
@ www.yykrealestate.com
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Who are we?

Hadar is a mobile dental clinic
specializing in providing at-home
dental care for the elderly,
disabled, and homebound. We are
committed to offering
high-quality, accessible, and
personalized care, ensuring that
every patient receives the
treatment they need with comfort
and professionalism

Why choose us?

A professional, multilingual,
highly experienced, and caring
team that comes to your home

(& State of the art and hygienic
equipment
Personalized care tailored to the
; patient's needs
Optimal comfort for the elderly
> . and those with disabilities

Contact us: N L .
<] Amitleem@gmail.com % Telephone .

&% hadardent.com
® f; J:I'r":’n";'w NN9IN 1T 054-42647 1 7

©sarah design 054-6533045
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Brand new from the ground up, every stone was
placed just for you, inspired by the Western Wall.
Start your own legacy in Mekor Chaim.

Ultra Boutique 1-4 Bedrooms,
Garden Units, And Opulent Penthouses

CONSTUCTION

Award Winning Premium Floor-to-Ceiling Highest Private UNDERWAY
Architect Kitchens Glass Specs ot p FOUNDATIONS DUG

Hila@platinumr.co.il
ei&ﬁtlﬁgm www.pllatinumr.co.il - | 19
@@Platinum_Realtors

SHAR | — &y Abie Dayar—

YOMA=ET
Architects




by ;
Netanel Epstein www.netbateps.com

THE Y FILES

LAY ERUSHALAY UMY

| HOPE IT"S5 BETTER THAN LAST LET'S SEE HOW... ON MY RIGHT.
YEAR'S... | SPENT FIVE HOURS OF SHACHARIT § MR, EDELWEISS,

AND MUSSAF SITTING NEXT T0 [ T——
MR. SCHHITZELBAUM, ENJOYING HIS 0K, HE'S N0 TROUBLE

9TH SYMPHONY OF SHIFFLES... EVERY MORWIKG HE GREETS ME.."

AH! THE GABBAIS HAVE SET UP A ON MY LEFT... MR. PINKLESTEIN

SEATING PLAN FOR _
ROSH HASHANA... MADE MORE SOUND-BURSTS THAN HMM....

THE SHOFAR DID... “MOSTLY HARMLESS™...

OH KO - SECOND T THE RIGHT YIKES! BACK ROW, SECOND -LEFT:

ol
.. BUT HIS SHUL-POD FULL OF
SWEETS MEANS THAT A
STAMPEDE OF LITTLE KIDS WILL
BE CLAMBERING ALL OVER
NEIGHBOURING DAVENERS TO GET
THEIR STICKY HANDS ALL OVER
. HIS TOFFEES.. ‘

GROAM... TWO SEATS

THE ROW BEHIND - MR. SCHUKICKER! ALONG...
MR. SHLAUFENBURG. .. HE ALWAYS KICKS HIS SHOES OFF ) MR, TISELSHCMALTZ!
HE’S FORVER DOZING OFF...

DURING THE LONG SERVICE...

—y ST
(e
e e

AND HO MATTER HOW MANY TIMES
| AVSRTEME LEALETS TO . AH, THE JOYS OF TRYING T PRAY IN

ADVERTISING LEAFLETS INTO HIS WICE FELLOW, DVERALL,
MACHIOR - HE HEVER SEEMS TO GET BUT... A MULTI-COLOURED BLIZZARD
THE MESSAGE...! * OF SWEET WRAPPERS...

Sﬂﬁﬂiﬁ HIS WAY THROUGH
HE'ILA LAST YEAR...
A BIT DISTRACTING...

JUST FOR A FEW HOURS A YEAR, ALL A
| JEW WANTS 15 SOME PEACE OF MIND TO
FOCUS OH KIS 6-D... 4

NEXT T HIM - JUST MY LUCK - THE
CHORTLSTEIN BROTHERS...
THEY'LL BE RUNKING THEIR USUAL
MUTTERED TALK-SHOW COMMENTARY
FROM KEDUSHA TO KADDISH...

HOW EXACTLY CAN ONE FOCUS IN THE
MIDST OF ALL THE SNEEZING AND YAWNING
AND FIDGETING AND GRUMBLING...7

“RND MR, WG\ EBERT e
BAPASSES THE GABEAL, HE'S BANKIHG B GULD

TOBMMEBALK THAS SEASTH

LURTHES WP TO THE '
BUMAR, BHD, TES, HE'S LARRY, THREE MNOT
LAHDED WIMSELT AHD A MABETIR W THE
AHOTHER "HAGEA" PAST NOHTH RLONE,..”

ESPECIALLY ON “THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT™
THE WHOLE OF THE COMING YEAR CAN BE
AFFECTED BY HOW WE MAKE THE MO5T OF

L THESE TWO DAYS...

IT°5 LIKE TRYING TO DAVEM IN THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS! '




1 CAN JUST HEAR
THE BEACH BOYS [
SING...

"WOULOIT 11 BE WCE )\
1F WE WERE ANGELS? 8
THEN WE WOULDW'T WAYE
gy SUTH AHNOYNG 2
SHTICKS.."

-

' BUT AREN'T ALL THE MOST POWERFUL ‘
ALL

SOMGS 1N THE ROSH HASHANA SERVICE
ABOUT HOW G-D HAS INFINITELY HOLY
HOSTS OF ANGELS WHO ALL PRAISE HIM

PERFELCTLY...

...BUT ALL HE REALLY WANTS 15 TO REIGN
AND APPEAR HERE 1H THIS MATERIALISTIC
WORLD, OVER SNIVVELING AND

WAIT, WHAT AM | DOING?
THAT'S NO WAY TO THINK
EREV ROSH HASHANA...

STICKY-FACED EARTHLINGS LIKE US?

OR AT ANY TIME OF THE
YEAR, FOR THAT MATTER...

YES, WE ARE ALL BEING JUDGED TODAY,

"YU ALL STAND TIRMLY TODAY BEFORE YOUR G-DU
YOUR HEADS, YOUR TRIBES, YOUR TLDERS, YOUR
POLICEMEN... ML OF ISRAEL!

£ WINES, KIDDIES... wmamm
MWD WATER-DRAWERSIL”

WE ARE ALL EQUAL BEFORE DUR (REATOR! |

ALL THE BWGELS can po
“UNETANNE-TOKEF® IS SHIVER IN FEAR...

WHEREAS WY - WHO ARE LIKE SHATTERED
POTTERY, A DRIFTING CLOUD, A PUFF OF
DUST, & WILTING FLOWER AND A FADING
DREAM...

WE ARE THOSE WHO TRULY TESTIFY THAT
N “You AuD Your YEARS HEVER CEASE!”

SHAME ON ME, BENTZI YERUSHALMI! | WANT TO
BE JUDGED POSITIVELY ON ROSH HASHANA - HOW
ABOUT I JUDGE OTHERS ARDUND ME POSITIVELY!

WE'RE ALL DOING THE BEST WE CAM, AREN'T WE™!
HONE OF LS ARE PERFECT, BUT THAT'S OUR
TRADEMARK, ISN'TIT?

WERE HUMAN, WE'RE SHORT-SIGHTED, WE'RE

DOWMRIGHT BLOOMIN DAFT SOMETIMES...
AND YET, WE'RE HERE FOR YOU, G-D! WE'RE YOURS!

G6-0" PROBABLY LOOKING DOWN AT
ALL THSE SWEET WRAPPERS AND TISSUES
AND FOOT DEODORANTS AND THINKING;

/7 ~LO0K KT THESE AMATING WUMAN BEIGS,
LEANING N WHOLE WORLD-FUL OF
THINGS TO DD AMD SEE, AND GATHERING W
SHULS ALL OVER THE WORLD T0 CRY QUT
“WE WAVE KO OTHER KING BUT YOU!~

WELL, THEM, 50 SHALL 1!
[

—

WWHY, I'M NOT EVEN GOING TO CHECK.
WHO'S SITTING DIRECTLY BEHIND ME!

LUMBERJACK OF ISRAEL!

600D EVEHING,
MR. (DSDHOW, SIR.

I'LL BE PROVD TO CORONATE THE ALMIGHTY
, ALONGSIDE AMY POLICEMAN, KIDDIE OR

GOOD EVENING, BENTZI.
AH, THE SEATING PLAN'S
UP, I SEE...?

OH NOZ I'M SITTING BEHIND HAPPY,
SMEEZY, DOPEY, SLEEPY, BASHFUL...

NOW, NOW, SIR...

TRY JUDGING THESE PEDPLE
MICELY. LINLESS YOU'RE

SPENDING RDS5H HASHANA

WITH THE SEVEN DWARFS? /
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Get the NEW 16 Month

’-F""
HA i
. Artists Calendar - F R %&on g%m/
h Hebro & A
16 Montn < - Devember 2026 e il ‘.
R YD T s, Artists Caém&r
5 1.&?" Ll R S, for2025/2026

YOUR

(go-‘7o Caéncéz‘r

FOR THE NEW YEAR!

» English-Hebrew
calendar

» Jewish holidays
& American and
Israeli important
dates

> Beautiful
Paintings
from 3 Hebron
Artists

» Supports
Hebron’s

& Jewish
community

o FLND

Donate to receive your print and digital copies of the calendar.

For USA 501(c)3 donations visit For Israeli 46X donations \ﬂfit
hebronfund.org hebron.org.il” 4

(limited supply)
** Please forward your receipt and address to info@hebronfund.org to get the English Calendar.

Hebronfund.org « 718-677-6886 - info@hebronfund.org




YOU ARE INVITED TO HEAR & READ WORDS OF

NACHUM AMSEL
EVERY DAY AND EVERY WEEK

WEEKLY PODCAST (iTunes, Spotify, YUTorah)
“What Does Judaism Say About..? (New podcast drops every Tuesday)
This past Tuesday - “Underlying Values and Concepts
of Rosh Hashana”

JEWISH VALUES IN THE TORAH PORTION
A different Jewish value on each Parsha.
Al Nitzavim - “Uewish View of the Next World”

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF JEWISH VALUES
(40 topics in each volume) Vol.2 -
“Triage: Priorities in Allocating Resources”

Books are available in Pomeranz Book Store, Amazon, Gefen (Torah
Portion), and Urim (Encyclopedia). For more information, write
Nachum@jewishdestiny.com or call 0522-52-00-31

“... [B]eautifully edited and
compiled by Rabbi Ronald
Price... the plain meaning

of the biblical text
speaks to us in Halivni's
unique voice.”

" Divrei Halev

Thoughts of Rabbi Professor |
David Weiss Halivni

On the Weekely Torah Portion
By Rabbi Ronald D. Price

| ISEN 9789657801543 | HE-M5 108 NIS |

www.israelbooks.com

Hatzvi St. Jerusalem, Israel | Tel 02 -538.0247 | info@gefenpublishing.com

Look foruson £ % @ | Available at Amazon, Steimaoltzky, Pomeranz and select bookstores.
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EXQUISITE BEACHFRONT LIVING

WHERE LUXURY M

Your serenity awaits at Olga

Join the growing VIDA Community!
Choose from 1-6 bedroom apartments all with direct sea views

- -le

Infinity pool | State-of-the-art gym | His/Hers sauna | Community room
Private Shul | Business lounge | 24 HR Doorman

ASDEN

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

© +1-917-697-3233 @ www.vidatowers.com [J] +972-58-500-5086
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§ ~ Reichman Raphael Recanati

\ S University International School
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We wish for a year of resilience, health,
sustainability, courage, and safety, for the hostages,
for those who protect us day and night, for our 2500

students and their families from 90 countries who
remain with us rain or shine, and to our friends and

supporters around the world who should remain
safe wherever they are

SHANA

TOVA

LIVE IN ISRAEL, STUDY IN ENGLISH




Jgive

Start the New Year
with a Tzedakah Plan

This Rosh Hashana, align your values and your giving.
With Jgive, you can support Israeli causes with a smart,
streamlined donor-advised fund—and enjoy full

tax benefits in the U.S., UK., or Israel.

Your values. Your impact. Your year.

Learn more at platinum@jgive.com or scan the
QR code to get started:




