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We continue to pray for the safe
return of all of the hostages.

z DAY 698

Still, keep smiling!

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
€ Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 14 Elul/ Motzei Shabbat Sept. 6

COVER IMAGE From Menashe and Menucha Walsh

We recently moved here in Efrat (Hagefen area) from Hashmonaim where we made
aliyah in 2006 from Sedgley Park Manchester with our now grown up daughters.
The picture is taken in the entrance to our apartment which has a trellis which
holds an old vine. The grapes on the vine in our home in Efrat remind us of God’s
covenant blessing, as promised in the Land of Israel—a land of vines and abundance
(Deuteronomy 8:8), a place where each family may dwell in peace under its vine and
fig tree (Micah 4:4), and where the home itself becomes a sign of fruitfulness, like
the fruitful vine within the house (Psalm 128:3).
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

The first time I heard about NCSY Shab-
batons, I wasn’t sure I fully understood
what they were. It was the fall of 2001
when my then-boss at NCSY, Rabbi Steve
Burg, described to me how the Shabbatons
worked, and in particular, this incredible
moment called Havdalah. To be honest,
Havdalah had never been especially mean-
ingful to me until then. It was simply what
you did when you came home from shul
on Motzei Shabbat: you made Havdalah and
moved on. But when Rabbi Burg explained
that it could last an hour, filled with singing
and dancing, I remember thinking, how

» -
The OU Israel family wishes
Mazel Tov to
Abigail Lerer & Eyden Zimbalist
on their wedding
this past Monday, September 1*

Mazel Tov to parents:
Sarah & Daniel Lerer
and Hili & Jonathan Zimbalist
and to the grandparents:
Chani & Norman Schmutter,
Deborah & Solomon Lerer,
Betsy & Stuart Zimbalist
and llana & Eric Love

Mazel tov to great-grandmother
Eva Laub Kunstler
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good could it really be?

In December of 2001, my family and I
joined our first regional Shabbaton in Los
Angeles with 56 Vancouver NCSYers, and
that Havdalah changed me forever. The
room was dark. A huge Havdalah candle,
made in Tzfat, was held high by the regional
board on stage. A full band, alongside Rabbi
Danny Lamm and Mikey Butler z”], played
uplifting music that filled the room with
energy and spirit.

The songs began with the traditional Hiney
Kel Yeshuati. Then, at a certain point, the
music slowed and voices alone carried the
moment. With the boys on one side and the
girls on the other, everyone swayed together,
singing from the heart. I looked around and
thought to myself, “This is such a beautiful
way to end Shabbat.” From that very week
until today, our family has made Havdalah
last 10 to 15 minutes. We sit together, bless
one another for the coming week, sing, and
try to make Havdalah an experience that
eases us out of Shabbat with meaning rather
than rushing through it. That night at the
Shabbaton transformed our family practice.

There was another moment during that
same Havdalah that struck me even more
deeply. At one point the music shifted from
soft, reflective singing into fast-paced, pas-
sionate dancing. The song was “Ratzah” by
Dedi Graucher z”1. It began slowly, almost
plaintively: “Ratzah HaKadosh Baruch Hu
lezakot et Yisrael,” Hashem wants to give
merit to the Jewish people. Over and over



we sang those words. Then came
the turning point, when the pace
quickened: “Lefikach, hirbah
lahem Torah w’mitzvot!” Hashem
gave us many mitzvot out of His
love, to give us the opportunity to
come closer to Him.

I'looked around the room and
saw hundreds of young people
dancing with passion, singing
about Hashem’s love and His gift
of mitzvot. I was overwhelmed.
Afterwards, I asked some of them
if they understood the words. L
Many did, and even those who
didn’t sang with all their heart.
That image has stayed with me
vividly ever since.

These memories come back
to me this week as our family,
b’ezrat Hashem, celebrates the
bar mitzvah of our youngest son, |
Mordechai. He will be reading L
Parshat Ki Teitzei, the parsha with the most
mitzvot in the entire Torah. My prayer to
Hashem is that the love He shows us through
the gift of His mitzvot will continue to be
reflected in all of our children. I look for-
ward to standing beside Mordechai Tzemach
as he reads all 74 mitzvot in this week’s par-
sha, and to reflecting on the eternal goals
Hashem has set for us.

Let us pray that the passion our youth
show when singing and dancing—whether
they fully understand the words or not—will
carry over into all aspects of their lives. May
that same passion inspire them in their dav-
ening, in their acts of chesed, in their service
in the army, and in their commitment to
defend and uplift the Jewish people. Thank

$ hy s
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God, we can already see a generation filled
with passion, filled with light, and filled with
greatness. May that passion bring us, b’ezrat
Hashem, to Mashiach Tzidkeinu.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

"

8@, MazalTovto

Richard & Brondie Levine
and family on the Bar Mitzvah
of their grandson

OU ISRAEL CENTER 5



HE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
Ml [ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

JERUSALEM

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:

IN MALCHA
New-4 room apartment, large terrace +
garden, magnificent unobstructed
panoramic views, fully accessible, covered
parking, Mamad, near mall, sports centers
& technological park, the Zoo & Aquarium,
Exclusive! Dotan 053-5888824

RARE & UNIQUE
IN THE HEART OF YEMIN MOSHE
2.5 room apartment, authentic building,
arched windows, easy access from parking,
no steps, convenient & efficient design,
near green parks, synagogues, the
Cinematheque, the Khan Theatre, The Old
City, The 1 Station & Mamilla shopping &
entertainment centers, major luxury hotels
& more. Exclusive! Galila 053-6642512

TAL CLEAN

Rk R '

ﬁ Contact us:

050-445-5975 *h

info.talclean@gmail.com

&L

cleaning
Sofas Cleaning Carpet Cleaning  ‘Mattress  Services

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.TALCLEAN.CO.IL

5.5 ROOM TRIPLEX IN GIVAT MASSUAH
Large sukkah balcony + huge private roof
terrace, spectacular views, high-end
finishes, spacious Mamad, 2 covered
parking spots, direct elevator to apartment,
near schools, parks, synagogues, nature,
Malcha Mall, Hadassah Hospital, Exclusive!
Galit 053-7626217

MAGNIFICENT PRIVATE HOUSE FOR
SALE IN THE GERMAN COLONY
Beautiful, rare Arab-style 6-room “stand
alone” house, 217 Sq.m. on a large plot,
500 Sg.m beautiful surrounding garden,
original floors, high ceilings, quiet pastoral
location, minutes walk from Emek Refaim
shops and restaurants, Orient hotel,
First Station and more. Exclusive!
Galila 053-6642512

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511
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SOMATICWELL

Integrating
SOMATIC MOVEMENT PRACTICES
with
THERAPEUTIC ERAIN TECHNOLOGIES
SOMATICWELL therapies enhance
neuro-plasticity & regulate the autonomic Nenous
system, for greater physical and mental
well~baing.




Keren Malki empowers .
families of children
with special needs in -
- Israel to choose home

care. Donations a
tax-approved in Isra
~ US and UK.

Honoring the memory of

Malka Chana Roth 1"'71

- @ kerenmalki.org
 ®02-567-0602

Sbarro bombing.

1985-2001, killed in the ;

Lenny Pavidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congressecs &
Tours in Israel

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LDevents.com
O054-557-2101
Lenny@LPEvents.com

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilied
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

%’
._. E
L

TRUE WHOLESALER FROM THE DIAMOND
BOURSA WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MEMBER DIAMOND DEALERS CLUB

ENGAGEMENT RINGS * STUD EARRINGS
PENDANTS * TENNIS BRACELETS

® 050-573-9061 @ jeffmor36@gmail.com
© www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

Polarair‘ PR

R EShbH %um

u
w

Sales & lnstai:tibn of

polarairbiz@gmail.com | @ ¢ 052-240-5063
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OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

ORTHODOX
J UNION i3
Enhancing Jewish Life

Building A Positive
Jewish Identity

Memory is identity. This was expressed
beautifully by Rabbi Sacks z”1 in his Hag-
gadah commentary:

“There is a profound difference between
history and memory. History is his story —an
event that happened sometime else to some-
one else. Memory is my story — something
that happened to me and is part of who I am.
History is information. Memory, by contrast,
is part of identity. I can study the history of
other peoples, cultures, and civilizations.
They deepen my knowledge and broaden
my horizons. But they do not make a claim
on me. They are the past as part. Memory

May the Torah learned in this issue
be in the merit and memory of
our dear Mother, Grandmother
and Great Grandmother,
an Auschiwitz survivor:

Rebbetzin Devorah

Hilsenrath a7h
Na AMaT N9
a7y 2379 P29

9ONR T
Chaya & Azriel Heuman

Baruch & Sima Hilsenrath

Rochelle & Phil Goldschmiedt
Aviva & Michael Rappaport
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is the past as present, as it lives on in me.
Without memory there can be no identity.”

The Rebbe of Slonim, author of Nesivos
Shalom, similarly wrote (Kuntres Haharuga
Al’echa)

“The essence of a Jew is not transient,
limited to the time he spends on this
earth, rather the Jew’s existence is eternal,
embracing the past, the present, and the
future... The connection we forge to the
eternity inherent in our Jewish soul and to
the world of Klal Yisrael is accomplished
through the Zechirot, the core elements that
comprise our national memory. When a Jew
remembers Sinai, the Exodus, or the perpet-
ual threat personified by Amalek, etc., this
binds him to both his own eternal soul and
to the world of Klal Yisrael, and the more
we connect to that eternity the more we are
nourished by it.”

Of the six critical elements of memory
mandated by the Torah, the Sheish Zechi-
rot, Parshat Ki Teitzei contains two, Amalek
(25:17) and Miriam (24:9). Remembering the
perpetual threat of Amalek is sadly core to
our Jewish identity and perspective as we
can never afford complacency relative to
the ongoing threats to our body and spirit
that are our harsh reality in each and every



generation, b’chol dor vador . But why is
the same true of the memory of Miriam’s
leprosy that resulted from her speaking
critically of Moshe? While we have come
to understand the terrible damage caused
by harmful speech and recognize the Mitz-
vah value of Shemirat Halashon (guarded
speech), in what way does this memory
and vigilance constitute a critical part of
our identity?

Magen Avraham (OC 60:1) cites a fasci-
nating passage from the Kabbalistic teach-
ings (Shaar Hakavanot) of Rav Yitzchak
Luria, the Arizal, where he suggests that
we should explicitly recall each of those
six core elements of memory around our
recitation of the Shema every morning.
With regard to remembering Miriam, he
suggested that when we say “v’keiravtanu
I’'Shimcha hagadol selah b’emet I’hodot
lecha,” speaking of Hashem bringing us
close to Him, “so that we can be grateful
to (Him)?”, it is then that we should recall
what happened to Miriam, as “we were
created to be grateful rather than to speak
negatively.”

The opposite of slander is not silence but
effusive positivity and gratitude. A mindset
of gratitude as opposed to one of cynicism
is indeed a matter of identity. There is no
greater identifier than our name, and we
are all named Jews, Yehudim, meaning —
grateful people. That colors how we look
at each other, at life, and at G-d.

It is not only historical events and expe-
riences that forge identity. Fundamentally,
our identity will be both a result and an
expression of our attitude and perspective.
Being grateful and positive must define who
we are.

All the following are directly
opposite beach and Marina...
close to Synagogues and
shopping and will go fast!

® 3 rooms, 2 bathrooms + machsan
and parking — 1.5 mil NIS

* Last 5 room high floor available in
Dimri project ...call

* 4 new penthouses for sale with/
without swimming pool ...

* Fabulous 5 room open plan,
amazing view with pool and gym

S' f]} ]_ \ e -"";:;-_i." HJ"
Ashke.on Properties

LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

vision?

Schedule an
appointment today

' .
WO&E %\i ¢, 02-674-3888
I!l'liI n’l“ ¢ g:irte':ﬁNH?et\frign 101A 0

Talpiot/Arnona

Ramat Eshkol
Shopping Center
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October 15th is the deadline! Haven't filed yet? We
can help you file - even if you never did before.

David Lonn of American Tax Servic artnering with Jerome Marks of Sapphire FX

David Lonn Jerome Marks

U5 Accountant Currency Exchonge Specialist

ds with eligible

rank letters for

FEEING STRESSED ABOUT THE STATE OF THE WORLD?
IS ALL THAT WORRY IMPACTING YOUR IBD, IBS OR GASTROPARESIS?
TIME TO REGAIN CONTROL. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

DON'T:
2 Try another restrictive diet
 Rely solely on medication
2 Take more probiotics and gut supplements
. Accept “this is Just how it is™

There's a MUCH better way to manage what's really going on by addressing the root cause —
the brain’s emergency response system.

You see..when the brain is stuck in fight-or-flight, it constantly releases stress hormones.
Mo matter how clean the diet or how many medications are taken, the body stays in a reactive state —
and symptoms persist. And if this isn't addressed, long-term relief stays out of reach.
So people with IBD, 1BS and gastroparesis often stay stuck in a painful cycle of flare-ups, fatigue, and frustration.
But the good news is...calming the brain's emergency response system is actually pretty simple..IF you have the right system.

This program is for adults with 1BD, IBS and gastroparesis who are ready to discover the real root cause of their lingering
symptoms, and want to:

Regain their energy  Feelin control of their body again  Stop planning life around the nearest bathroom.
Reconnect with joy, travel, and relationships without anxiety
Watch my free webinar at https://drmarciereiss.com/register

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! REACH OUT TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!
DRMARCIREISS@GMAIL.COM
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WSU 1’02
THEWALL ol
DOCTOR

PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS

TRANSFORM YOUR WALLS AND CEILINGS.

Flawless finishes
that add elegance
to any space. Wall
& Ceiling repairs-
Smoothing,
Straightening,
and perfecting
every surface.
Spackling & Prep
Work- Because
the foundation

. SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF

Advanced sealing system
Repair of tiled roof

> Licensed sealer
> 23 years of experience
> Warranty on every job

We specialize in sealing roof and
building walls, COI‘ISU’LICEMQ and
repairing roof tiles, constructing and
repairing drainpipes, sealing balconies,
basements and pools.

Our company uses only Sli-certified
approved by Ministry of Health.

Among our clients: the Jerusalem
municipality, Bezeq, Ben Gurion Airporl,
house committees and more.

visit and consultation - no strings attached

FAIREST PRICE GUARANTEED!
matters.
DAVID KUSHNER Email: gagotshlomo@gmail.com
058-661-0728 Shlomo: 050-266-9766

We can rescue any wall or ceiling.

(T1:02) 770V 17 AWX NX DT

(01:n2) NDWN X7 DMWN NNNN 770V 12T NX NNNPN
"Remember what Amalek did to you" (25:17)
"You shall blot out the remembrance from under heaven, you shall not forget." (25:19)
Why the need for the repetition, "remember" and then "shall not forget"? Is there a
difference between remembering and not forgetting?
Ramban (Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman 1194-1270) explains, quoting the Sifra, that "not
forgetting" refers to one's heart while "remember" is by verbal utterance. This is why we
read in public this section on Shabbat Zachor, hinting at the need to hear Megillat Eshter
being read. We must not forget in our hearts what Amalek did to us until we eradicate
his remembrance from under the heavens. This is a message for the generations.
Similarly, the same phrase "remember' is used in the story of Miriam's slander of Moshe
(24:9). One might have thought it would be better to downplay this incident and men-
tion it less. However, the Torah instructs us to discuss this slander in public and reveals
that the warning of speaking slander is "placed in their mouths"(31:19). This is to clarify
to all the seriousness of speaking slander and to avoid it.
Shabbat Shalom
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”’h
77V 1050 119 19X N2 NOyD MN
Mother of Reuven Tradburks

PARSHAT KI TEITZEI

The parsha contains 74 mitzvot, the most
of any parsha in our Torah. It is the last of
the 3 parshiot of mitzvot that are the middle
section of Sefer Devarim.

In Parshiot Re’eh and Shoftim we were
introduced to our Jewish National society;
an ethical monotheistic society. Laws of
avoiding idol worship, the centrality of what
would be Jerusalem, laws of generosity, of
sharing with others. And of Nation building;
Judges, Kings and war.

Our parsha is personal, not national. A Jew
is not only a part of a nation. He is a person
living the day-to-day life of people; living a
life of holiness, fidelity to G-d, treating peo-
ple with generosity and dignity, helping each

We will mark the 9™ yahrzeit of
our dear husband, father, grandfather
and great-grandfather

Rabbi Joel Litke 2
o1 99971 INY 12 DN 297

on Sunday afternoon
Sep. 14 - 919X 8”5

We will meet in the main parking lot
of Har Hamenuchot at 5:45pm

Litke, Sorotzkin and Gruner Families
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other, living a moral life.

Ki Teitzei is a sister parsha to Kedoshim.
Many of the marvelous, unique moral
imperatives of our Torah, those principles
that became foundational in the moral devel-
opment of the world are found here. Perhaps
to communicate that while we are part of a
great nation and ought to give altruistically
to nation building, our national pride and
place ought not to muscle out the need to be
good people, overwhelming our personal
lives in the large project of our Jewish
Nation. No. We at heart live personal holy
lives, believing in One G-d and believing
in the Image of G-d of each person. Living
elevated and noble lives. The 74 mitzvot of
our parsha communicate that rarefied life.
'/‘ 1ST ALIYA (DEVARIM 21:10-21)
.K\O‘ Captive Woman: One may not

: marry a woman captured in war
until 30 days have elapsed and the passion
subsided. First born: The rights of the
first born to a double portion shall not be
diverted to the first born of a more favored
wife. Ben Sorer Umoreh: a boy entering
adulthood who is brazen and gluttonous
shall be judged on the fear of future more
egregious behaviour.

The soldier is able to marry the non-Jewish
woman captured in war; but only after a
month of seeing her daily in an unkempt
manner. As if to say — slowww downnn.
This slowed down permission to marry the
non-Jewish woman in war has a powerful
implied ethic: women are not spoils of war.



As we know all too well, oh so tragically
and painfully, war is accompanied by rape
and pillage of women. It is an expression
of power, of victory. Women are the spoils
of war.

Not in the Jewish army. The permission
granted to marry this non-Jewish woman
after a month screams out the far more basic
war ethic: war should never ever be seen
by the Jewish army as license for abuse of
women.

But this first mitzvah of the parsha seems
to belong in last week’s parsha. At the end
of Shoftim there were a number of mitzvot
related to war: the special Kohen who moti-
vates the troops in war, the war exemptions,
try peace first, do not destroy fruit trees in
war. Would it not have made more sense to
include this mitzvah of the special procedure
of marrying a foreign woman in war in last
week’s parsha that was speaking of war?

Last week’s parsha was national institu-
tions. This week’s parsha is personal piety.
This mitzvah is an expression of personal
piety, piety demanded even of the soldier.
It belongs in our parsha of piety.

"‘ 2ND ALIYA (21:22-22:7)
k" Burial: Do not allow the body of

one sentenced to death to be hung.
He is to be buried immediately. Returning
Lost Property: Don’t look away from lost
property; return it to its owner. Help up an
overly burdened animal who has buckled;
don’t look away. Do not cross dress. Send
a mother bird away before taking the eggs
or chicks.

There is an important ethical principle
expressed in the mitzvah of burying the
one put to death. A person sentenced to
death has committed the most serious of

sins. Nonetheless, human beings never lose
the right to dignity. Even the sinner, the one
sentenced to death, is a human being; their
body is not to be left hanging, but to be bur-
ied immediately. Human beings may sully
their dignity by terrible crimes deserving of
death; but they never forfeit their essential
human dignity.

A further implied ethic is contained in the
return of lost property. Laws of property,
Torts, are to protect: property law regulates
that I not damage your property. But Jewish
ethics mandates that we go much further; I
need to jump to help your property. There
can be no innocent bystanders; we need
to jump to save the lives of others and the
property of others.

"‘ 3RD ALIYA (22:8-23:7)
k\" Build a fence on your roof to

prevent accidents. Do not: plant
vines and grain together, plow with ox
and mules together, wear wool and linen
together. A man shall not: slander a new
bride claiming her not to be a virgin, nor
commit adultery with a married woman,
nor with a betrothed bride, nor rape a single
woman. One may not marry a mamzer, nor
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a male from Amon or Moav.

In this aliya we have mitzvot about the
most basic of daily life: our homes, our fields
or livelihood, our clothes and our relation-
ships with our partners. Each one of these
regulates the basic aspects of our lives.

In this lies a sweeping principle of our
Torah. We live mundane lives. Homes, live-
lihood, clothes, and relationships. All these
things take on meaning when regulated by
mitzvot. The Torah doesn’t deal only with
the holy, with G-d, with prayer and service.
It gets right into our lives, pushes its way into
our homes, kitchens, bedrooms.

Rav Soloveitchik called this redemption,
or geula; man’s mundane life is redeemed
from vulgarity and emptiness by mitzvot.
Suddenly, the trite and trivial, the banal life
we live becomes meaningful, an expression
of loyalty to our Creator and His love of us by
commanding us. Nary a moment is devoid
of some mitzvah or other, transforming
our lives into lush, full and meaningful
moments. A redeemed existence.

%‘ 4TH ALIYA (23:8-23:24)

k\ ‘ One may marry one from Edom
or Egypt. Military encampments

shall be treated with a degree of cleanli-
ness; bathroom facilities shall be outside the
camp. Since G-d’s presence goes with you,
your camp has holiness. Shelter a runaway
slave. Do not engage in prostitution, nor
accept its gains as offerings. Do not exact
loan interest. Do that which you vow; do
not delay its fulfilment.

The charging of interest on a loan is not
permitted. This is a Torah legislated type of
welfare. When a person is in trouble and
needs a loan, he is vulnerable to loan shark-
ing. If he needs money and is desperate,
14 TORAH TIDBITS 1628 / KI TEITZEI

what better recipe for milking him for all
he is worth. The Torah forbids preying on
misfortune. Find another way to profit; not
on the backs of the misfortunate.

%‘ 5TH ALIYA (23:25-24:4)

k\‘ Harvesters may eat grapes
or grains while harvesting.

Divorce: Divorce need be done through a
bill of divorce (a Get). If the woman marries
another man, she may subsequently not
return to remarry the first husband.

Allowing the worker to eat that which he
is harvesting is the introduction of employer
ethics. Being an employer comes with respon-
sibility; people’s lives are in our hands.
Allowing the worker to consume what he is
harvesting is merely an example of sensitivity
to the feelings of employees. Worker’s rights
have their basis in these verses.

Divorce is accomplished through a Get, or
a document of divorce. While the creation
of a marriage is called kiddushin and has
holiness, this holy union may be dissolved
through divorce. While we view marriage
as holy, it is holiness in the difficult realm
of human interactions, which sometimes
sour. The Torah’s permission to dissolve a
marriage is an expression of the recognition
of the complexity of life. While marriage is
holy, allegiance to the marriage does not
require one to live a life of misery.

%‘ 6TH ALIYA (24:5-13)

/k\ ‘ First year marriage: Do not
: go to war in the first year of mar-

riage: bring joy to the new bride. Kidnap-
ping is a capital offense. Remember Miri-
am’s Tzaraat and keep its laws. Collateral
may be taken, but only with the owner’s
cooperation. If the owner needs this collat-
eral, return it to him nightly.



Kidnapping, the taking of hostages, is a
capital offense punishable by the death
penalty. Knowing how we so value life,
we become vulnerable to evil, cynical, and
perverse manipulation; the kidnapping of
innocent people, demanding ransom or who
knows what. The Torah’s view is expressed
in the punishment; this is a capital offense.
Amongst the worst of ethical violations.

"‘ 7TH ALIYA (24:14-25:16)

k" Do not withhold wages: workers
are to be paid before the end of the

day. Do not pervert justice of the foreigner
or widow. When harvesting grain, olives or
grapes, leave the dropped produce for the
needy. No more than 40 lashes shall ever be
given. Yibum: a brother shall marry the child-
less widow of his brother and hence maintain
his name. Maintain only accurate weights
and measures. Remember what Amalek did
to you in attacking the weak when you left
Egypt. Erase any memory of him.

In one aliya we have mitzvot of wages,
of justice, of kindness, of lashes, of levirate
marriage, of honesty in business and of
Amalek. The lack of a clear pattern to these
mitzvot is itself instructive. Perhaps Moshe
is deliberately moving from generosity to
justice to business to war. He wants to cover
mitzvot in all aspects of our life. Our lives
include homes and relationships and work
and war and honesty and justice and paying
our workers....and on and on. In all aspects
of our lives we have mitzvot; ways to do
things nobly and with holiness.

It is this richness of behavior in our per-
sonal life that is truly the necessary ingredi-
ent of nation building. The Jewish nation will
be built on ethical monotheism, on national
institutions that are kept in check; but ulti-
mately a great nation is built in the homes

and in the private lives of its citizens. Our
great nation is built on the quiet greatness
of its people.

HAFTORAH YESHAYAHU 54

This week's haftorah is the fifth of a series
of seven "Haftarot of Consolation." The navi,
Yeshayahu, compares the city of Jerusalem
to a barren woman devoid of children.
Hashem enjoins her to rejoice, for the time
will arrive when the Jewish nation will
return and repopulate the Holy City. The
prophet promises the Jewish people that
Hashem has not forsaken them. Although
at times Hashem hides His countenance He
will certainly gather them from the galut
with great mercy.

“For like the waters of Noach shall this
be for Me: As I have sworn never again to
pass the waters of Noach over the earth, so
have I sworn not to be wrathful with you
or rebuke you.” m

49" of the 54 sedras; 6™ of 11 in Devarim.
Written on 212.8 lines; ranks 21st.

44 Parshiyot; 2 open, 42 closed; rank: 1.
110 pesukim; ranks 28™" (5™ in Devarim).
1582 words; ranks 23 (5% in Devarim).
5856 letters; ranks 26™ (6™ in Devarim).

k(> mmvor
’k\’ MITZVOT

74 mitzvot - 27 positive, 47 prohibitions; Ki
Teitzei has the most mitzvot (both positive
and prohibitions) in the Torah.
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

“Roni akara”-“Sing out, O barren one,”
“pitzchi v’tzahali”-“burst forth in song and
be jubilant”! These clarion calls to Israel with
which the navi Yishayahu opens our haftarah
this week, are truly, unique cries. Consider:
Throughout these post-Tish’a B’av haftarot
of consolation, we have read a number of
the prophet’s visions that describe a glorious
future for the grieving nation. We listened to
the chants and the praises toward our powerful
G-d Who could, and would, bring about the
promised miracles of victories over Israel’s
powerful enemies. And we have also heard
soothing words of solace urging the people to
allow Yishayahu’s prophecies to comfort them,
as G-d reassures them that their punishment
and suffering would soon be removed.

However, never before had we heard such
a call for the nation to rejoice over the news,

In last week’s haftarah (chapter 52) we read
of the prophet’s call for the Holy City to rise
from the ashes of her destruction and to the
ruins of Jerusalem to rejoice - but there was
no such call for the people to do the same.
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BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Over the past weeks, we have heard the
navi’s predictions of a miraculous rebirth of
the produce in the Land of Israel that would
consequently lead to great joy and gladness
there (chapter 51, haftarah of Ekev).

But never before had we heard the prophet’s
call for the nation herself to rejoice.

In attempting to understand why this
haftarah begins with a declaration that Israel
rejoice, perhaps we should begin by recalling
that Chazal see these seven haftarot of con-
solation as steps toward return; the nevuot
therein include sequential steps of increasing
comfort, and these steps, would ultimately,
lead us closer to HaKadosh Baruch Hu inspir-
ing us to repair our relationship with G-d
and, thereby, preparing Israel to stand before
Him on the Yamim Nora’im. This successful
“journey through the haftarot” is meant to
help an oft- suffering generation move closer
to her Creator and open the doors to teshuva
and to Hashem’s atonement.

But what did our Rabbis see in this
haftarah specifically that had them regard
her words as reflecting a higher level of
consolation than the earlier prophetic mes-
sages? Or, simply: What inspired Yishayahu
himself, for the first time, to cry out to the
nation “Roni”, “Rejoice!”.

The answer might be found in the latter
part of this chapter 54, (a section is read for
the haftarah of parashat R’ei), in which G-d
proclaims His everlasting love for ALL of
Israel, both the righteous and the not-yet-righ-
teous. Indeed, the verses that immediately



follow the closing of the haftarah of parashat
Re’, contain the haftarah for a fast day, “Dir-
shu Hashem b’himtz’0” which calls for Israel
to seek out Hashem and abandon their way-
ward ways. Is it any wonder, then, that Chazal
tell us that “bhimatz’o” - the time when G-d
is especially close to us and can be reached
more readily —is actually right now, the days
of Elul and the Yamim Nora’im!

These days are not simply days of comfort
and regret-they are days of rejoicing as well,
“Roni”. For the knowledge that G-d loves ALL
of Israel and has granted us a special time to
call out to Him and be comforted, forgiven....
and, of course, to rejoice! H

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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Letting Go
of Hate

Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only
light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate:
only love can do that. Hate multiplies hate,
violence multiplies violence, and toughness
multiplies toughness . . . (Martin Luther King)

Iimagine one of the reasons people cling
to their hates so stubbornly is because they
sense, once hate is gone, they will be forced
to deal with pain. (James Arthur Baldwin)

There is a verse in Ki Teitse that is momen-
tous in its implications. It is easy to miss,
appearing as it does in the midst of a series
of miscellaneous laws about inheritance,
rebellious sons, overladen oxen, marriage

Under 74.5? |
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Norman Zysblat 054-4258671
Licensed Insurance Professional
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violations and escaping slaves. Without any
special emphasis or preamble, Moses delivers
a command so counterintuitive that we must
read it twice to make sure we have heard it
correctly:

Do not hate an Edomite, because he is your
brother. Do not hate an Egyptian, because
‘you were a stranger in his land. (Deut. 23:8)

What does this mean in its biblical context?
The Egyptians of Moses’ day had enslaved the
Israelites, “embittered their lives”, subjected
them to a ruthless regime of hard labour and
forced them to eat the bread of affliction.
They had embarked on a programme of
attempted genocide, Pharaoh commanding
his people to throw “every male [Israelite]
child born, into the river” (Ex. 1:22).

Now, forty years later, Moses speaks as if
none of this had happened, as if the Israel-
ites owed the Egyptians a debt of gratitude
for their hospitality. Yet he and the people
were where they were only because they
were escaping from Egyptian persecution.
Nor did he want the people to forget it. To
the contrary, he told them to recite the story
of the Exodus every year, as we still do on
Passover, re-enacting it with bitter herbs and
unleavened bread so that the memory would
be passed on to all future generations. If you



want to preserve freedom, he implies, never
forget what it feels like to lose it. Yet here, on
the banks of the Jordan, addressing the next
generation, he tells the people, “Do not hate
an Egyptian”. What is going on in this verse?

To be free, you have to let go of hate. That
is what Moses is saying. If they continued to
hate their erstwhile enemies, Moses would
have taken the Israelites out of Egypt, but he
would not have taken Egypt out of the Israel-
ites. Mentally, they would still be there, slaves
to the past. They would still be in chains, not
of metal but of the mind - and chains of the
mind are the most constricting of all.

You cannot create a free society on the basis
of hate. Resentment, rage, humiliation, a sense
of injustice, the desire to restore honour by
inflicting injury on your former persecutors
—these are conditions of a profound lack of
freedom. You must live with the past, implies
Moses, but not in the past. Those who are
held captive by anger against their former
persecutors are captive still. Those who let
their enemies define who they are, have not
yet achieved liberty.

The Mosaic books refer time and again to
the Exodus and the imperative of memory:
“you shall remember that you were slaves in
Egypt”. Yet never is this invoked as a reason
for hatred, retaliation or revenge. It always
appears as part of the logic of the just and
compassionate society the Israelites are
commanded to create: the alternative order,
the antithesis of Egypt. The implicit message
is: Limit slavery, at least as far as your own
people is concerned. Don’t subject them to
hard labour. Give them rest and freedom
every seventh day. Release them every sev-
enth year. Recognise them as like you, not
ontologically inferior. No one is born to be
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a slave.

Give generously to the poor. Let them eat
from the leftovers of the harvest. Leave them
a corner of the field. Share your blessings
with others. Don’t deprive people of their
livelihood. The entire structure of biblical law
is rooted in the experience of slavery in Egypt,
as if to say: you know in your heart what
it feels like to be the victim of persecution,
therefore do not persecute others.

Biblical ethics is based on repeated acts of
role-reversal, using memory as a moral force.
In the books of Shemot and Devarim, we are
commanded to use memory not to preserve
hate but to conquer it by recalling what it
feels like to be its victim. “Remember” — not
to live in the past but to prevent a repetition
of the past.

Only thus can we understand an otherwise
inexplicable detail in the Exodus story itself.
In Moses’ first encounter with God at the
Burning Bush, he is charged with the mission
of bringing the people out to freedom. God
adds a strange rider:

I will make the Egyptians favourably
disposed toward this people, so that when
you leave you will not go empty-handed.
Every woman is to ask her neighbour and
any woman living in her house for articles
of silver and gold and for clothing, which
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you will put on your sons and daughters.
(Ex. 3:21-22)

The point is twice repeated in later chapters
(Ex. 11:2, Ex. 12:35). Yet it runs utterly against
the grain of biblical narrative. From Genesis
(14:23) to the book of Esther (9:10, 9:15, 9:16)
taking booty, spoil, plunder from enemies is
frowned on. In the case of idolaters, it is strictly
forbidden: their property is cherem, taboo, to
be destroyed, not possessed (Deut. 7:25; 13:16).

When, in the days of Joshua, Achan took
spoil from the ruins of Jericho, the whole
nation was punished. Besides which, what
happened to the gold? The Israelites eventu-
ally used it to make the Golden Calf. Why then
was it important - commanded - that on this
one occasion the Israelites should ask for gifts
from the Egyptians? The Torah itself provides
the answer in a later law of Deuteronomy
about the release of slaves:

If a fellow Hebrew, a man or a woman,
sells himself to you and serves you six years,
in the seventh year you must let him go free.
When you release him, do not send him away
empty-handed. Supply him liberally from your
flock, your threshing floor and your wine-
press. Give to him as the Lord your God has
blessed you. Remember that you were slaves
in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed
you. That is why I give you this command
today. (Deut. 15:12-15)

Slavery needs “narrative closure”. To
acquire freedom, a slave must be able to leave
behind feelings of antagonism to his former
master. He must not depart laden with a
sense of grievance or anger, humiliation or
slight. Were he to do so, he would have been
released but not liberated. Physically free,
mentally he would still be a slave. The insis-
tence on parting gifts represents the Bible’s



psychological insight into the lingering injury
of servitude. There must be an act of gener-
osity on the part of the master if the slave is
to leave without ill-will. Slavery leaves a scar
on the soul that must be healed.

When God told Moses to tell the Israelites to
take parting gifts from the Egyptians, it is as if
He were saying: Yes, the Egyptians enslaved
you, but that is about to become the past.
Precisely because I want you to remember the
past, it is essential that you do so without hate
or desire for revenge. What you are to recall
is the pain of being a slave, not the anger you
feel towards your slave-masters. There must
be an act of symbolic closure. This cannot be
justice in the fullest sense of the word: such
justice is a chimera, and the desire for it insa-
tiable and self-destructive. There is no way of
restoring the dead to life, or of recovering the
lost years of liberty denied. But neither can
a people deny the past, deleting it from the
database of memory. If they try to do so it will
eventually come back - Freud’s “return of the
repressed” —and claim a terrible price in the
form of high-minded, altruistic vengeance.
Therefore the former slave-owner must give
the former slave a gift, acknowledging him
as a free human being who has contributed,
albeit without choice, to his welfare. This is
not a squaring of accounts. It is, rather, a
minimal form of restitution, of what today
is called “restorative justice”.

Hatred and liberty cannot coexist. A free
people does not hate its former enemies; if it
does, it is not yet ready for freedom. To create
a non-persecuting society out of people who
have been persecuted, you have to break the
chains of the past; rob memory of its sting;
sublimate pain into constructive energy and
the determination to build a different future.

Freedom involves the abandonment of hate,
because hate is the abdication of freedom. It is
the projection of our conflicts onto an external
force whom we can then blame, but only at
the cost of denying responsibility. That was
Moses’ message to those who were about to
enter the Promised Land: that a free society
can be built only by people who accept the
responsibility of freedom, subjects who refuse
to see themselves as objects, people who define
themselves by love of God, not hatred of the
other. “Do not hate an Egyptian, because you
were strangers in his land,” said Moses, mean-
ing: To be free, you have to let go of hate. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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Dr. Aviva Stanislawski "
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Zoom lecture in English--free of charge
MUSICAL SOUL FOOD FOR
THE JEWISH NEW YEAR:

A multi-media presentation of the
inspiring music of the High Holidays
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 7, 2025
AT 19:00 ISRAEL TIME

Prior Registration is required
Scan QR code or

click on link
https://musicavivasl.minisite. ms/474
= or
e (W) 972529930185
v . | )

or email:
~ musicavivasi@gmail.com
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Looking for

an expedited
Endocrinology
appointment?

[eung eaEry]

Raphael Hulkower, MD

American trained Endocrinologist
Us and Israel Certified

Compassionate Private
Endocrine Care: Consultations:

Diabetes In person »
Weight loss and %) 03-5117466
Obesity (@) Sharap Plus, Kfar Sava

Thyroid disease /
Cancer

Osteoporosis and
Menopause

Pituitary, parathyroid

g.i:!:c;uwm] and adrenal Via Zoom »
Hypogonadism :@ 055-500-3342

{low testosterone) ‘=l HulkowerMD@&gmail.com

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Brand new building on Mekor Chaim
Recently finished, 4 rooms, 111m, mirpeset, storage,
parking, Shabbat elevator, 3rd floor. 4.37m nis

Great opportunity to buy in a new building
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot

2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices start
at just 2.19m nis

For rentin Bustan Baka

Over sized 3 room including a safe room, 95m +

9m mirpeset, 3rd floor with Shabbat elevator, parking
space, furnished, green views. 13,200nis/month

THE APPLIANCE
DOCTOR

SHLOMO ROSHGADOL
058-558-2630

All brands, all models

In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh
and everywhere in between.
Service within 24 hours.
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YOU ARE INVITED TO HEAR & READ WORDS OF
NACHUM AMSEL
EVERY DAY AND EVERY WEEK

WEEKLY PODCAST (iTunes, Spotify, YUTorah)
“What Does Judaism Say About...? (New podcast drops every
Tuesday)
This past Tuesday - “The Impact of a Teacher in Judaism *

JEWISH VALUES IN THE TORAH PORTION
A different Jewish value on each Parsha.
Ki Tetze - “Antisemitism — Then and Today”

A OF JEWISH VALUES

wysical Ugliness in
Judaism”

Books are available in Pomeranz Book Store, Amazon, Gefen (Torah
Portion), and Urim (Encyclopedia). For more information, write
Nachum@jewishdestiny.com or call 0522-52-00-31

“Melanie Goldberg's upcoming book
Bedtime Stories for Strong Jewish Girls
aims to fill a significant gap in
children’s literature. The collection
features short stories about
remarkable Jewish women
throughout history, written with
creative dialogue and targeted toward
young children.”-Elizabeth Kohl, The
Jewish Link

( Bedtime Stories h

for Strong Jewish Girls
By Malanie Goldberg Silver
lNustrated by Jess Goldsmith

ISBN 9789857801687

\ Special Price: #5-HS 96 NIS

www.israelbooks.com

6 Hatzvi St. Jerusalern, Israel | Tel 02 -538.0247 | info@gefenpublishing.com
Look foruson £ % @ | Available at Amazon, Steimolzky, Pomeranz and select bookstores.
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In Memory of my dear brother
Moshe z”1 on his 9th yahrzeit.
I carry you in my heart
and miss you every day
- Chava Kadoche

The Torah dictates in no less than four dis-
tinct locations, using the same exact phrase,
that we are to recall that we were slaves in
Egypt. Two of these pesukim appear in this
week’s parsha. Why is it so important to
repeat this statement and is there any con-
nection between the different iterations?

In Parshat Ki Teitzei (Devarim 24:17-18) with
respect to the manner in which to behave to a

In Loving Memory of

Rabbi Pinchas Shebson 7s:

on his 40™ yahrzeit
14" Elul - Sunday 7™ September

Missed every day by his children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren
together with his wider family
and his many friends
whose lives he touched
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RABBI SHALOM

RAV KEHILLA, NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM MACHON LEV

widow and orphan the Torah states:
NIIPR 732 53NN N2 DI ) 0OWN NVN N7
..... D02 D) TAY D AN
Later in the Parsha (Devarim 24: 21-22),
with respect to charity to be given to widows
and orphans the Torah states:
DIMP? 12 PINX 52iyn X7 01D van o
In Parshat Ve’etchanan (Devarim 5: 14-15)
in connection with Shabbat the Torah dictates:
“22 NYYN™NY PROR N2 MYy avn D)
WR2..AMINITIY) NN P NN NN
X2 170 T2 °D H121 70D AN TTY M
D%
Lastly, in Parshat Re’eh (Devarim 15-14-15),
in connection with setting a servant free, we
are instructed not to let him go empty-handed
(Mpayn):
YR 2 WD RN T2 PR D
VWA 10 T2 BN I0R PROR N 3212
DN
Rabbi Schwab (Maayan Bet Hashoeva)
offers an insightful explanation as to the
connection between these four statements.
When we recall what transpired in Egypt, the
intention is not just to remember the bitterness
and back-breaking labor that we experienced.
The midrashim shed light on the fact that we
never gave up hope. Women would encour-
age their husbands to continue to procreate
irrespective of Pharaohs decree to throw all
male babies into the Nile. We were able to get
one day off - on Shabbat (Shemot Raba 1:24)
pursuant to Moshe’s request. When we recall
the enslavement in Egypt, we are also to recall



the positive attitude that many had and the
ability to accept the challenges with love and
faith (MNxN DNO’).

The four pesukim highlighted above deal
with widows and orphans, a newly freed
servant and Shabbat. It is specifically in these
areas that we need to offer our encouragement.
Having experienced poverty and helplessness
in Mitzrayim, we ought to reach out to those in
need. Just as we had faith that Hashem would
redeem us in Mitzrayim, so too we must assist
and strengthen the underprivileged. They too
should enjoy some rest and peacefulness, as we
experienced on Shabbat in Mitzrayim.

Perhaps that is why when we eat the mar-
ror at the Seder we mix it with the haroset.
To recall that all was not strictly bitter in
Egypt- but rather it was bittersweet! Through
faith and belief in Hashem, we were able to
persevere, lift ourselves up and merit the
redemption. When we recall our experience
in Egypt we should recollect not just the
enslavement, but the faith and courage that
facilitated survival.

As we experience challenges on a personal
and national level, may we be able to recog-
nize the hand of God in the many miracles
that we are witnessing, strengthen our emu-
nah and bitachon and merit a geula shelema
bemihera b’yamenu!

GET FIT & STRONG

- AN soun aETrve

T with TRAINER, SPORTS NUTRITIONIST & BIST
SELLING AUTHOR ADAM EZEKILL

* GET INTW N REALTET LIFESTILE

= (FE RN ERAMFLE T0 TOUWE FRMILT

« TELW AT TIME & ANY PLACE

= F5MIN, 30 Kk WEER

= MY FIIERAM
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Introducing
Garin
Ashkelon!

* Due to popular demand, we are
starting an Ashkelon Garin for anyone
in their 20s, 30s and 40s.

¢ Ashkelon has affordable housing, wide
choice of schools, accessible by train,
bus and highways and some of the best
parks and beaches in Israel!

Call to Join!

STEPHEN EPSTEIN
Licensed Realtor
+972 58-783-7436
+1(914)-351-1245
www.stephen-epstein.com

HUNDREDS OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

This was the smoothest experience we have
had since arriving in Israel, Customer service
and efficient communication. We were
extremely impressed with the [evel of
scholarship and competence. Five star!

ey

Write Your Halachic Will Today

Reva R., Givat Zev

halachicwill.com

Rav Menachem Copperman

Certified Dayan & Expert 1, =~

in Jewish Law

0544-731052
Info@kadatvkadin com

<
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

Mitzvah
Mindset

“An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter
the assembly of Hashem; even the tenth
generation shall never enter the assembly
of Hashem.” (Devarim 23:4)

The Torah forbids members of these
nations from marrying into the Jewish
people, as they did not greet the Jews with
water and bread when they left Egypt and
moreover, they hired Bilam to curse the
Jewish people. What is puzzling here is that
the Torah was given in its entirety at Har
Sinai, yet these particular events had not
even occurred!

The Beis Halevi offers a fundamental
approach to the way we relate Torah and
mitzvot. Truth be told, all mitzvot are Divine
in origin and are beyond our mortal com-
prehension. As Hashem’s chosen nation,
we are obligated to fulfill His Will for no
other reason than that He commanded it.
Thus, we are forbidden to include Amonites
and Moavites irrespective of the reason.
However, the Torah does record a reason
so as to emphasize the negative qualities
these nations exhibited. In doing so, we are
cautioned to act differently, adhering to the
values and morals set out by Torah law and
spirit. In effect, Hashem caused the Amonites
and Moavites to behave this way, so we have
28 TORAH TIDBITS 1628 / KI TEITZEI

a clear definition between us. Living Torah
positively impacts our nature and forms our
identity.

Rav Lopian zt”1 in Lev Eliyahu expounds on
this idea. Hashem created the world for the
sake of Torah, and not the opposite. We are
not warned against theft because people tend
to steal. Rather, since Hashem wanted to give
us the opportunity to learn Torah and keep
His mitzvos, He created within us a desire
to steal.

When viewing the Torah and indeed,
the entire world in this light, we are led to
reassess our conventional paradigms. At
the beginning of the parashah, Rav Gedalya
Schorr zt”] notes in Ohr Gedalyahu, that wher-
ever we go we encounter opportunities to do
mitzvot. Often, we look at mitzvot as some-
thing that we happen to do, or something we
need to do to get on with our day. Instead,
we must try to view mitzvot as the essence
of our lives. The Zohar Hakadosh defines
mitzvot as 613 mediums through which we
can connect with Hashem. Although we do
ascribe reasons for mitzvot to make them
more understandable and relatable, we can-
not forget that it is the mitzvah itself that we
are after.

When we understand this dynamic, we
will search out opportunities to do mitzvot,
as they are the purpose and intention of cre-
ation. Connecting with the Will of Hashem
and accessing the core of creation is the
greatest reason to do a mitzvah. m



Vy SHABB /7y N X ¥}
The only mobility scooter

without Gramma!
SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar"
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism
that operates according to the
"Existing Current Modulation" principle.
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed
and does not require expensive fitting.

Ready to go in 10 seconds.
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-9562833

For more information, visit our website at:
movinglife.co.il/torah24

movinglife:

life changing solutions

{Atare Gune }

Celichet

In Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael

Saturday Night

September 13 2025
10:00 PM

First Selichot
Services led by
The Solomon
Brothers

Introductory words
on Teshuva from

Rabbi Chanoch Yeres

Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael in Yemin Moshe
Rechov Pele Yoetz 2, Yemin Moshe

Selichot during the week will start at 6:30AM
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AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

Beloved Israeli author, Shmuel Yosef “Shai”
Agnon wrote extensively on themes and
topics revolving around his Jewish identity,
relationship to Torah and love for Yiddishkeit.
His subjects and work capture the authentic,
heimish nuances of the European shtetl cul-
ture, while dealing with the tension between
traditional Jewish life and values in the mod-
ern world. Ultimately, these gifts earned him
the Nobel Prize for literature.

Penned in 1941 from his home in Tal-
piot, Yerushalayim, 2mxY 2180, From Foe
to Friend, is a short story that explores the
human struggle to tame nature and establish
a home in the Land of Israel, specifically in
the Holy City. The story follows a narrator's
attempts to build a house on a hill despite
the destructive force of the wind, which is
personified as a powerful enemy. Through
this allegory, Agnon examines themes of

LIFE SETTLEMENTS

Do you have a life insurance policy you:
« No longer want?
» No longer need?
« Can no longer afford the premium?
« Could you use extra money
instead of keeping your policy?

| can guarantee that if you qualify with the
underwriting process | can get you more money
than if you cash it in with the company.

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com
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RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

resilience, the relationship between humanity
and nature, and the challenges of settling in
a new land while yearning for rootedness,
permanence, and a basic sense of security.

The powerful winds that once dominated
the open areas around Jerusalem are por-
trayed as a "king" and his "ministers", con-
stantly blowing down anything in their path.
Despite the wind's destructive power, the
narrator is determined to build a house on a
hill. He attempts all sorts of different methods
that fail to withstand the wind's force, until
he finally adapts by building a more resilient
structure that respects the wind’s strength
rather than trying to defeat it. It brings a sense
of peace and shleimus when he accepts the
challenges and reality of his struggle.

This tale is an allegory of the eternal long-
ing of the Jewish people to dwell securely in
our homeland. As the protagonist struggles to
tame the wind so that he can build his home,
the Jewish People continuously struggle to
overcome adversity and adversaries, and root
themselves in their true home.

~ATRDY MNYAY NXN™D

“When you go out to war against your
enemies...” (Devarim 21:10)

The harshness of the Land of Israel — its
dryness, thorns, and resistance — appears
at first as an enemy to the pioneer. But over
time, the protagonist sees that the Land was
never the enemy. The real battle was actually
with internal reactions to his own mindset,
his lack of patience and his inherited fears
of exile. The enemy, it turns out, was how he



viewed the Land. Through this awakening,
the imaginary “foe” becomes a friend, and
peace and wholeness descend.

This process reflects a powerful teaching
of the Talmidei haBaal Shem Tov: the yetzer
ha-ra is our greatest teacher, concealed in a
disguise of enmity and negativity.

The difference in spelling between 2",
‘enemy’ and AN, ‘friend’, is the inclusion
of the letter yud or the letter hei. Yud, as the
smallest letter, represents concealment. It is
a symbol of chochmah, the most elusive form
of divine insight. Hei, on the other hand, is
like a yud that has spread out laterally and
vertically, revealing itself fully. Hei is a sym-
bol of binah, understanding. When we truly
reveal and understand the divine intent con-
cealed in our ‘enemy’, the yetzer ha-ra, we
can see through its disguise. We can convert
its yud into a hei, and destructive behavior
into friendly, beneficial action. This is how
to approach an internal enemy; an external
enemy can be an entirely different matter....

And yet, the Baal Shem Tov also reveals that
our external challenges and adversaries are in
some ways reflections of our own inner states.

In the wake of the ‘globalized intifada’, the
worldwide tidal wave of Jew hatred and the
extended war we have lived through in Eretz
Yisrael, we have been witness to ‘strong winds’
that threaten our national home and safety.
The sense of rootedness and stability we yearn
for is further shaken by moral confusion and
dangerous sinas chinam. Most devastatingly,
fallen, failed leaders devoid of Torah values
and a healthy Jewish identity have poisoned
our national wells, to the point of making rep-
rehensible comments vilifying our precious
chayalim and seeking to undermine traditional
Jewish values. Whether acting through former

Sublectt L0 ts Soac g ed fe

|- on Beith Lechem rd
.k 2 and 3 bedrooms
new apartments I

COSY ON BEIT LECHEM RD - BAKA
STARTING 3,390,000 NIS FOR NEW 2BR
COMPLETION 09\2027

3 DANIEL BOUZAGLO  ‘Sifige 2005
B JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE =2

prime ministers, heads of our military and
judges, it often seems our national yetzer ha-ra
is out of control and we are behaving as our
worst enemy. However, this is where we need
to seek the concealed Yud and find the nikudah
tovah in even the self-destructive or insensi-
tive actions of our brethren. Sometimes it is
merely misguided hashkafa and philosophical
differences that are at play, and behind their
appearances, the people are actually friends
and family, not enemies.

Agnon wrote his short story against the
painful backdrop of the unfolding Shoah in
Eastern Europe as well as his experience of

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418
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his home being ransacked by jihadists years
earlier, during the pogroms of Tarpa’t (1929)
which had swept across Eretz Yisrael. These
facts underscore the message that our ongo-
ing struggle with our jihadist neighbors, and
our ongoing efforts to secure our homeland,
must be built on the foundations of inner
work, achdus and love for our fellow Jews.
When we rectify our yetzer and love oth-
ers unconditionally, the behavior of those
‘others’ will shift toward positivity on their
own. When we “go out to war”, we need to
go inside to make tikunim.

As part of the kriyas haTorah on Mondays
and Thursdays, many congregations add
a number of tefillos, a series of requests
beginning with Yehi Ratzon, “May it be Your
will....” As the aron kodesh is opened, and
the community gathers close to the Torah
in reverence and respect, there is an ‘eis rat-
zorn’, auspicious opportunity to daven and
ask for compassion and blessings from the
Ribbono shel Olam. The last tefillah, a request
on behalf of our Nation, “Acheinu Kol Beis
Yisrael,” does not begin with “Yehi ratzon”,
however. The Sar Shalom of Belz tells us this
is because there is no greater ‘eis ratzon” than
when Jews gather together and daven for one
another. There isn’t even any reason to ask
that it be an auspicious time, for the eis ratzon

is already manifest in the fact that we are
standing together, in achdus, focused on our
inner growth and upon loving one another.

Preparing for a new year, we are instructed
to ‘go out’ to battle our enemy, knowing that
our means of victory is in making teshuvah,
converting our yetzer ha-ra and negative
midos into allies - and B’ezrat Hashem, loving
friends. m

HOME DECOR | DINING | JUDAICA | GIFTS

OCC@OE

JEWELRY FOR YOUR HOME

A NEW YEAR
with accents Tsrael

wod* lewb®a6uLiir

% INFO@ACCENTS.CO.IL +077-902-2430 @*972’542152503

ACCENTS.CO.IL

PROF. MENACHEM MARCUS , M.D.
BOARD-CERTIFIED RHEUMATOLOGIST

Specializing in Arthritis and Osteoporosis
Ultrasound guided injections for carpal tunnel trigger fingers

Former Head of Rheumotology,
Hackensack University Medical Center [NJ)

oL

P
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PROMPT APPOINTMENTS
60 REHOV DISKIN, JERUSALEM (02-563-5673

Voted one of the “Best Doctors” in the NY/ NJ region for 22 consecutive years



In Yavneel
Spacious grounds | 10 min Luxury
with lots from 8- bedroom villa
of activities Kinneret | (For up to 25 people)

WWW.HAMELECH.CO.IL
054-7534888

- Rabbi Yitzchak B

BNEI-BINYAMIN, Netanya For Sale

4 bedrooms, 40 sqm balcony. Amazing sea view,

swimming poop, gym.

7,000,000 NIS.

BRIGA BLUE-BAY, Netanya For Rent
New, upgraded, in the luxurious project above
elegant shopping strip, 4 br. 2.5 ba, sea view, 2

minutes from the beach. 9,500 NIS a month

Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320996

A brilliant and

compelling presentation
..atourde force and a
Kiddush haShem.

reitowitz

Order from Amazon:
https:/a. cofdf hVKZGn8

Or at Pomeranz in Jerusalem
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il WirePay

Beating the banks
every time

.Propertyipurchases. Investment. Living Expenses.
Forward Contracts - lock in the rate up to 1 year.

$4B+

Exchanged

L) 026240288 (@) info@wirepayisrael.com

*(Formally Forex Israel)

"OITRA ITRD ,AN'20 WINT ,AN'Y 79¢ ,0'HINNA NP DIP 0712 37 AR ,0TN 12"

== Tmea)
World Mizrachi together with Yad Sarah
Tour of Nachlaot in the footsteps of Rav
Aryeh Levin followed by Selichot at the Kotel

If you have mobility challenges (wheelchair or the like), this is for you!

Join us on Thursday 18 Saptember, 7178 172, We shall meet in Jarusalem at 15.00. i B :
*For those that need,Yad Sarah volunteers will pick you up from G Ho-“ff__.
your own home, and take you back too- cost 500 NIS per person. Ly

*For those using their own transportation - cost 250 MIS per person
You MUST be accompanied by a companion

For further details please contact the tour leader

Rabbi Yossi Goldin 052-727-9792

£ +972.77.740.8832

. 972.2.595.8384
f Toregister: *6sts & :
‘: mm Yad Sarah b i @ tour@yadsarah.org.il

The Hiart of lorse! and peopta with limited mobility.  Limited number of places.
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American Trained
and Licensed
Acupuncturist

Tinnitus
Ringing of the Ears

102'0
comes to you! ]

Robert Levine, MD

Otoneurologist

Addional Specialized
Services Include

¢ Techniques
; "o Founder of Harvard Medical School

Tinnitus Clinic
Director for 25 years

Founder of Israel Center for
Advancement of Tinnitus Therapeutics
Director for 12 years

On-Site in the Jerusalem and Modiin areas

Very Reasonable Rates!

Call or WhatsApp +972.58.400.1948

For more information — Google Search for
“levine advancement of tinnitus”

For sale 2 brand new luxury apartments, facing Park Denya, 3 rooms, partially furnished, Park
view, 5th floor, balcony + Sukkah balcony, including parking (+ option for storage room)

Price 2,650,000 NIS, all included (no brokerage fees), full ownership (=Tabu), immediate entry.

The building hosts a swimming pool, a synagogue, a vibrant social and community life, security
and medical facilities at high level 24/7, cinema, gym, daily activities.

For more details, call Moshe Davidovich, 0544914554 - 0505779837, email2dawid@gmail.com
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OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

As mentioned in previous articles, kosher
ingredients are the cornerstone of kosher
certification. Since ingredients are sourced
globally, extracted in various ways, and
processed differently, extensive knowledge
is required to determine whether a given
ingredient is kosher-compatible. To help
navigate this complexity, the OU has devel-
oped a system that categorizes ingredients
into six numeric groups, ranging from 1 to
6. The lower the number, the less sensitive
the ingredient is from a kosher perspective,
giving companies and food-service providers
greater flexibility in sourcing.

Group One represents the most innocuous
ingredients used worldwide. These materials
can typically be sourced from any manufac-
turer, regardless of location, and are univer-
sally considered kosher-compatible. Once
registered and approved, these ingredients
may be used freely in OU-certified facilities.

Group One impacts not only kosher certi-
fication processes but also Jewish travelers
worldwide. It includes products that can
be purchased and consumed even without
36 TORAH TIDBITS 1628 / KI TEITZEI

formal kosher certification—though this is
a sensitive subject that depends on various
factors. A future article will explore this
topic further, especially regarding kosher
consumption in regions where certified
products are less available.

Examples of Group One ingredients
include:
+ Salt
* Sugar
*  Pure ground coffee
* Raw nuts
*  Group One also includes certain chem-

ical additives such as:

* Titanium dioxide
*  Sodium bicarbonate
*  Malic Acid

While Group One may seem like a straight-
forward category, OU Kosher’s rabbinical
board constantly updates and reviews the
status of these ingredients to ensure the
assessments remain accurate. Thanks to a
global network of hundreds of supervisors,
OU Kosher can provide reliable informa-
tion on the kosher compatibility of these
ingredients.

It’s important to note that Passover (Pesach)



The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

introduces additional stringencies. Some
ingredients that are Group One for year-
round use may require thorough research
and reevaluation for Passover. A dedicated
team at OU Kosher handles Pesach-related
ingredient issues in detail each year.

Group Two is similar to Group One in
terms of flexibility, but with one key dis-
tinction: the country of origin. While the
ingredient itself may be inherently kosher,
the manufacturing practices in certain
countries can raise concerns.

The OU operates in over 100 countries
and understands the nuances of regional
production standards. For example, vine-
gar (chemically known as acetic acid) can
be produced from various sugar sources
through a double fermentation process. In
many countries, it's made from inexpen-
sive vegetable starches or regular sugar.
However, in some regions—particularly
in Europe—it may be produced from

wine, which introduces significant kosher
concerns.

Thus, vinegar made in one country may
be permitted, while the same product from
another country may be entirely non-kosher.

This distinction is what separates Group
One from Group Two: seemingly simple
ingredients may be kosher-compatible when
sourced from specific countries but problem-
atic from others due to cross-contamination
or ingredient sensitivity.

In Spain, olive oil production is tightly
regulated, making virgin and other types
of olive oil generally acceptable (and some-
times even suitable for Passover—though
one should consult the OU Kosher Hotline
for confirmation).

In contrast, countries like China may lack
these regulations, and olive oil may be pro-
cessed or refined in non-kosher facilities.

Therefore, olive oil is a classic Group Two
ingredient—kosher status depends heavily
on the country of origin.

Netanel Shimoff

Injury & Health Claims . Civil & Commercial
Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts
Work Accidents | Negligence & SHIMOFF AZOULAY  Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Insurance | Bituach Leumi Law Firm Wills & Estates

Avia Azoulay

O 02-5660002 9 King George 16 A Jerusalem @ Office@aslegal.co.il @ aslegal.co.il

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Our sedra this week, Parshat Ki Teitzei
includes the instruction to build a fence or
railing around the rooftops of our home:
ki tivneh bayit chadash, v'asita maakeh
legagecha.

The mitzvah to affix a railing on the roofs of
our homes seems like a very straightforward
safety instruction. However, if this mitzvah
is indeed solely about safety, why does the
verse specify- ki tivneh bayit chadash- when
‘you build a new home- shouldn't this mitzvah
apply under all circumstances?

Furthermore, why specifically on the roof,
what about other areas of potential danger,
for example a steep ravine on our property,
or a swimming pool,etc? Might there be
more to this instruction than simple safety
considerations?

The Chasidic Masters point out that Parshat
Ki Teitizei is always read in Chodesh Elul.
During these days of Elul, we are preparing
ourselves for Rosh HaShana. Rabbi Yaakov
Yosef of Polnoye, the Toldot Yaakov Yosef
zy'a, explains that if we wish to rebuild our-
selves, to prepare for the new year emotion-
ally, it begins with safeguarding our proverbial
personal rooftops-clearing our minds of any
inappropriate thoughts, and getting to the
proper head space for that new beginning.
We must build a proverbial fence around our
minds, to only let in that which is appropriate,
and protect against outside influence.

The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer Rebbe
zy'a, suggests that this interpretation offered
by the Toldot Yaakov Yosef, is indeed the level
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of protection we need to seek as we begin to
build for the new year.

Rabbi Moshe Wolfson, zy'a further elabo-
rates and suggests that all the spiritual work
and growth we seek to accomplish during
these days of Elul and subsequent days of
the Chagei Tishrei, need to be the impetus
for sustained spiritual growth for the entire
year. Each year as one year draws to a close
and we transition into the proverbial bayit
chadash- new home of the coming year, we
need to hold tight, to build a railing or protec-
tive fence around the growth we have hope-
fully achieved during these days of Elul and
Tishrei, so that we may sustain this growth
throughout the coming year.

The Oheiv Yisrael, the Apter Rebbe zy'a
extends this idea even further. Each person is
responsible to safeguard themself spiritually,
but also should feel a sense of obligation to
ensure that others will be protected from
potential spiritual challenges and pitfalls. By
creating boundaries and safeguards we can
assist our fellow Jew from stumbling.

Yehi Ratzon, may each of us be blessed to
both ascend and grow spiritually in the days
ahead, to assist one another in sustaining that
spiritual growth, and to hold strong to that
growth in the year ahead. m

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15-4pm
) Wednesdays 12-3pm
no experience needed
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TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT
Chana Spivack - 050-229-4951 or donate online:

https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

THEWOMEN'S DIVISION YAMIM NORAIM
LEIL IYUN - MON. SEPT. 8

Sponsored In memory of our beloved
Elisheva -'7’1 n'7t na Xm0 vawr'7x
on her third yahrzeit %19x 170
N.2.X.2.1 The Frist Family

RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR - TUE. SEPT.9

Dedicated anonymously for the
refuah shleima of Oksana bat Bluma
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Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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THIS WEEK'S INSPIRATIONAL TORAH LEARNING

Men's Advanced Safrut

(The Bais| Rabbi Tzvi Mauner
7 Hartum Street, 2nd Floor
(Will Resume after the Chagim)

*The schedule is subject to change
Subscribe to our OU Israel
Whatsapp Community for all
information related to OU Israel
classes and programs, including
last minute schedule changes
and updates, by scanning

the QR Code above.

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS
ARE FOR MEN ONLY

QRO

#THEOUISRAEL

The Bais [for Men) - Semichat
Chaver Program Rav Elyada
Goldwicht@ Eet Knesset

Ohel Yitzchak, Keren Hayesod St.

OU Israel | Women's Division
2 Radak 5t., Rechavia

6:00PM-10:00PM
ATID Midrasha
(women in their 20's)

7:00PM-9:00PM
Dorot Choir Session with
Hadassah Jacob

7:15PM-9:45PM
Yamim Noraim Leil lyun




WITH OU ISRAEL n] illii“'{
MW = ; 1

. : /f?\\ Jewish
0U Israel is supported by the Jewish .
Federation of Broward County w Ifelqlgquhon

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila Pshat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
[will resume in this time slot

on Sept. 9) 12:20 PM

10:15 AM Unpacking the Messages
Rambam: Letters and Introductions of Chazal

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin $t. Rechavia

9:15AM |
Torah Tapestries
Parsha Shiur

Mrs. Shira Smiles

10:15AM
Living with
Emunah

Mrs. Raquel
Kirszenbaum

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men's Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi David Fine,
Weekly Kollel Boker 4nstructors include Rabbi lan Shaffer,
Rabbi Avi Herzog, Rabbi Aschi Dick




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA
@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

92:15AM
Holy Poetry
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

10:20 AM

Contemporary Issues in Halacha
and Hashkafa

Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:25 AM

Mussar and Self Improvement:

A study of Rav Kook's sefer “Midot
HaRaya"

Rabbi Goldscheider

12:30PM

Jews in the Middle Ages: External
Threats and Internal Development
Dr. Debhorah Polster

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN ARNONA

Classes @ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon, 11
Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

2:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM

Modern Masters

Rabbi Sam Shor

(Rabbi Baruch Taub will resume after
the chagim|

11:20AM
AMTrailblazing the Text of TaNach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

8:00 PM

Halachic Controversies. (the Bais)
Rabbi Aschi Dick @ Bet Knesset
Ohel Yitzchak, Keren Hayesod Street
NOTE NEW NIGHT!!!

8:30 PM

The Bais- Men's Chabura in
partnership with Kehilat Hashiveinu
Rabhbi Noam Kenigsberg RAMOT
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Mother-Daughter Mifi ks Kahoot Rosh Hashana
. = |
Chavruta Learning M Competition Art Project

For list of locations and to register:
www.ouisrael.org/events/md-rh2025

%M%M » PRE=-GHAG ~
aaaaaaaa *
. NART FAIR

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 8TH @ 6 - 10 PM

* *

THE WOMEN’S HUB ON RADAK 2

Support Local Artists and Women from the North
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OU Israel in Par[nershlp wuh Beit Knesset Nitzanim Presents

oisy 1@ .5 M U

Uplift and Transform Your Kosh Hasharta Eupenence
Dynamic Speakers include:

o

Mrs. Shoshana  Rabbi Ari Zeev Rabbi Rabbi Shai Rabbi Joel Mrs. Atara
Judelman Schwartz Aschi Dick Finkelstein Kenigsberg Starr
Featuring Special Tribute to the Legacy of Rabbi Berel Wein zt'l

WED. SEP. 17 | 24ELUL | 7-10 PM

75 nis per person includes Dessert Reception Eifers
Full schedule & Registration: https://torahyerushalaim25.ouisrael.org/ * s¢qn e

Location: Beit Knesset Nitzanim, Asher 4, Baka.

‘me'

Uplift and Transform Your Yom Klppur Experience
Dynamu Speakers indude:

) Q@
RabbiEzra  Rabbi Eitiel Rabbi Rabbi Tzvi Mrs. Aleeza  Rabbanit Shayna
Friedman Goldwicht Jesse Horn ~ Wohlgelernter  Jen Airley Ben Shalom Goldberg
MON. SEP. 29 | 7 TISHREI | 7-10 PM =
75 nis per person includes Dessert Reception
Full schedule & Registration: http://torahmodiin25.ouisrael.o .gqm ME

Location: Kehilat Shaarei Yonah Menachem, 13 Efraim St, Buchman, Modiin
THESE PROGRAMS ARE DEDICATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF DAVID & NORMA FUND 2L BY THEIR CHILDREN
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OU Israel ATID»> 2
w55 Mondagsseot1835 ElUl Midrasha @ outseaeiwomens b 2 Radaic st Rechavia

6:00 PM

www.ouisrael.org/atid

0) i

b el

Yamim Noraim Leil lyun

= From Fear to Focus: Reason and Resonance
Adon Haselichot The Secret to Yom Hadin of the Shofar Blast

8 OU ISRAEL WOMENS HUB E. Monday, September 8
Radak2 = 7:15 - 9:45 PM

Signu

p i : -
ouisrael.org/events/YN i) 40 NIS Plus a Pre-Chag Art Fair on Site!
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& OU Israel proudly present

PLUS RECOGNIZING,
REACTING, & RESPONDING!

Shabbat Shuva Drasha by

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, PhD
Executive Vice PresidentEmeritus,
Orthodox Union

Shabbat Shuva, Parshat Vayelech

27th Septernber | 5th Tishrei 5786
Yeshurun Central Synagogue, 44 King George Street -
Shacharit 8.15am followed by a light Kiddush. Drasha 1 I.OGam\ gl ':,‘g--';_‘

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

TI;é Eternal Méssage
of Sefer Yona
HTISHREI

by Rabbi Sam Shor
Mincha 4:45 pm followed
by Drasha

Young Israel of Talpiot Mizrach
17 Avshalom Haviv Street,
Armon HaNatziv, Yerushalayim

OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

46 TORAH TIDBITS 1628 / KI TEITZEI

Yeshurun Central Synagogue, The Jerusalem Great Synagogue

SEEING IS BELIEVING -

YESHURUN [TTE"

PLEASE NOTE ADVERTISING DEADLINES
THROUGH THE CHAGIM:

SHABBAT SEP 12-13
No later than Monday morning, Sep 8%

ISSUE SHABBAT SEP 19-20 WHICH WILL ALSO
INCLUDE ROSH HASHANA & SHABBAT SEP 26-27

Sunday morning, Sep 14*"

ISSUE YOM KIPPUR / SHABBAT 0CT 3-4/
ALL OF SUKKOT / SHABBAT OCTOBER 17-18

Wednesday morning, Sep 17*

ISSUE SHABBAT 0CT 24-25
Monday morning, Oct 20"

For advertising contact Ita Rochel
ttads@ouisrael.org or 02-560-9125

MOY NI

7N N2 NOTH 'Pny
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OU lIsrael & The Jerusalem Gardens

present Yom Kippur

At the Jerusalem Gardens Hotel
under the strict supervision of
OU lIsrael & Rabbanut Jerusalem Mehadrin

Elevate your Yom Kippur
with an inspiring davening - D,10%
& meaningful program IScount

for Oy
Baalei Tefilla:
Rabbi Weinreb & Reb Shabtai Eis

Members
including Seudat 1,490 nis Extra night Bed & 600 nis
and Break fast p/couple Breakfast - checkout fri. p/couple

RABBIDR.

TZVI HERSH WEINREB

Wed.-Thurs. October 1-2

rvations

DY ' 0] 02-655-88-11

vations@jerugardens.com
non



YACHAD

COME JOIN
YACHAD ISRAE

PROGRAMS FOR INDIVIDUALS
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS AND
THOSE WHO ARE
NEURODIVERGENT

WE OFFER:
| |

Lifelong Friendships

Weekly Programs

Shabbatonim

Trips and Special Events

Chesed Opportunities

Torah Learning

®« & & & & & & & @

NEW SEASON ggﬂﬁgty%gggjgg
Moms + Dads Nig t Ou
STARTI"G NEXT Reach out to:
WEEK! Sima Kelner 058-7136944

Aviyah Atkin 053-2832010
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CAMP DROR
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The ruach, the friendships, the learning, the hikes,
the laughter - Summer 2025 was the greatest comeback ever,

and it’s all thanks to our incredible campers and phenomenal staff,

WE ARE DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO OUR SUMMER 2025 STAFF:
Rav Ari Cutler - Director

Rav Eitan and Rabbanit Rachel Aviner - Chinuch
Chaim Metzger - Boys'Head Counselor

Zahava Bauer - Girls'"Head Counselor

Yona Mauer - Boys' Assistant Head Counselor
Shyelle Nagel - Girls" Assistant Head Counselor
Mikki and Shimon Averick - Directors of Manhigut
Dani Bauer - Camp Therapist

Cindy Wiesel- Director of Operations

Logistics Team: Ruchama Fischer, Yitzchak Goodman, Chaim Sussman,

and Eilon Hom

OUR DEDICATED COUNSELORS, WHOSE ENERGY AND HEART

MADE ALL THE DIFFERENCE:

GIRLS CAMPUS

Noa Anders | Tsofi Berzon | Tiferet Dobner | Meitav Gaon | Ateret
Goldfischer | Avigayil Green | Avigail Jerozolim |

Leora Juni | Tamar Levenstein | Tehilla Lichtman | Libby Nagel |
Baila Newman | Temima Ozarowski | Chaviva Perl |

Miri Reich | Atara Rickman | Sigal Rosen | Aura Schneider | Michal
Schurder | Avigail Schwartz | Tzofia Schwartz |

Riki Tuchman | Tair Turvall | Ayelet Tannenbaum | Michal Zalben

L
To our campers —.you made it all worthwhile. *
‘We're already dreaming about Summer 2026...

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG |

WWW.CAMPDROR.COM |

BOYS' CAMPUS
Daniel Aqgatstein | Yisroel Meir Danto |
Yonatan Einhorn | Daniel Fink |

Gili Fidler | Yona Goldstein |

Roey Herman | Yonatan Katsman |
Ben Lewis | Zachary Magerman | Ben
Zion Pollack | Ariel Rooz |

Nate Sprung | Noam Yisrael

/ I!
n &

+972-502022085




Ki Teitzei:
Am Yisrael as
a Ben Sorer
U’Moreh

The story of the ben sorer wmoreh is vivid
and unsettling. A wayward youth buys meat
and wine, indulging in small excesses, only to
be punished harshly and sentenced to death.
Chazal note the stark contrast between his
minor actions and the severity of his pun-
ishment. They explain that the Torah is not
exacting retribution for his current crime, but
judges him al sheim sofo—for the trajectory
of his life as it is likely to unfold. It is deemed
preferable to end this potentially criminal
path before it fully manifests.

The story seems so harsh that Chazal
say it likely never occurred. The halachic

anmg, Packmg,ﬁtorage

[EfEE 0547369550
-Free Boxes With Your Mowe
E -20% off for Seniors and Soldiers

-First-Time Customer? W150 Off Your Move
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requirements for prosecuting a ben sorer
u’moreh were so exacting that cases were
almost never brought to court. Though the
halachot exist, they were rarely applied
in practice. The ben sorer u’moreh section
functions less as history and more as a moral
lesson. It teaches about parental responsibil-
ity and the challenges of adolescent rebellion,
showing how destructive tendencies some-
times must be addressed early, before they
escalate into graver misdeeds.

The image of a ben sorer u’moreh was so
evocative that Yirmiyahu chose it to describe
Jewish disloyalty. Most Nevi’im employ a
different metaphor—an unfaithful wife—to
depict Israel’s betrayal of Hashem and His
covenant. Hoshea (Perek 1 and Perek 4) and
Yechezkel (Perek 16 and Perek 23) compare
us to an unfaithful woman. Even Yirmiyahu
adopts this powerful and painful image to
convey religious and moral failure. Yet in one
striking pasuk in Perek 5, Yirmiyahu chooses
the metaphor of a ben sorer wmoreh to char-
acterize Jewish rebellion:

132°) 370 171 7710 22 N M DY) (3D)

"But this people has a stubborn and
rebellious heart; they have turned aside and
gone."”

By casting our rebellions in the image
of a ben sorer wmoreh, Yirmiyahu offers a
nuanced perspective on our relationship with
Hashem during moments of faltering. We are
depicted not as an unfaithful woman, but as
a ben sorer u'moreh: a people struggling to
grow, assert independence, and find our path



while remaining bound to Hashem.

The actual ben sorer u’moreh is described
as one who rebels against both mother and
father, and both parents must bring the child
to Beit Din. Halachically, if the mother is not
alive, the child cannot be classified as a ben
sorer wmoreh—one of the many parameters
regulating the law’s application. In Eichah
Rabbah, Petichta 24, the Midrash extends this
idea to Jewish history: for Israel to be called
a ben sorer wmoreh, the nation must rebel
against both Father and Mother. Extending
the metaphor, the Midrash portrays Hashem
as our Father and the Torah as our Mother.
Only by turning away from both Hashem
and Torah can a people be considered a ben
sorer u'moreh.

During the First Mikdash, we behaved like
a ben sorer u’moreh, abandoning both our
Father and Mother. We violated fundamental
mitzvot, and our moral hypocrisy hollowed
out our relationship with Hashem. In that
era, we were indeed worthy of the severe
title of a ben sorer u’'moreh.

Throughout much of Jewish history,
however, we did not warrant that nefarious
title. At times we have strayed from our
Father—Hashem—or from our Mother—the
Torah—but rarely from both. Sometimes we
have meticulously observed Torah law, yet
our broader moral behavior, cultural assim-
ilation, or historical commitments strained
our relationship with Hashem. At other times,
we have faltered in halachic practice while
maintaining a steadfast connection to our
Father through faith and belief, even if not
fully expressed in strict adherence to halacha.

We are considered a ben sorer w’moreh,
truly rebellious, only when both Torah and

1702

Highest Prices m Paid
Flawless Member
Service
25 years+ Club

Diamond

WANTED

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

#k* Alan Sussman, “The Collector” *#*

052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

Hashem are forsaken. Despite the trials and
changes of Jewish history, we have rarely
warranted such a designation. Ironically, by
castigating his generation as behaving like a
ben sorer uwmoreh, Yirmiyahu was reminding
future generations not to self-indict. It takes
more than weakened halachic observance or
a strained relationship with Hashem to be a
ben sorer u'moreh. True rebellion requires
turning away from both Father and Mother—
and in our history, that double rebellion has
been exceedingly rare.

The image of a ben sorer u’moreh intro-
duces a second layer of nuance to the story
of Jewish religious weakness. An unfaithful
woman is driven by one of two forces. In
some cases, her actions stem from lust and
passion; in others, from a failure of loyalty, a
lack of commitment, or sheer fickleness. Both
are serious moral failings, and by compar-
ing the Jewish people to an unfaithful wife,
our Nevi’im cast Israel’s betrayals in starkly
severe terms.

By contrast, a ben sorer u'moreh is driven
by very different forces. As a young boy
grows into a man, he naturally begins to
form his own identity and assert his indepen-
dence. This process of developing autonomy
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is essential to growing up. Yet it also makes
submission to authority—whether social
norms, parental guidance, or communal
expectations—more challenging. He disobeys
his parents and consumes meat and wine in
ways deemed socially inappropriate, not out
of lust or indulgence, but because he can-
not be constrained by external forces that
limit his independence. He is not disloyal,
nor driven by appetite or sensuality; he is
exploring the boundaries of his selfhood and
testing the limits of autonomy inherent in
human growth.

The literal term sorer u’moreh captures this
dynamic. Sorer means to veer—he seeks his
own path in life, diverging from the routes
laid out for him. Moreh, according to Rashi,
indicates that he does not heed external
moral guidance but instead evaluates ethical

SMART BUYS IN ISRAEL
Consider Netanya
No Index Attached
10%, 15% Down Payment

Special Pricing In Effect
Close To Sea, Shuls, Everything

Consider Rehovot

New Pre-Sales Near Weizman,
Near Berman Shul, Herzl St -
2 Bedrooms from 2.8M NIS.

3 Bedrooms from 3.15M:NIS

CETER ADVISORS |
Call I1zzy Leizerowitz
IL: 972.52.682.9367

US: 786.385.8859
www.keteradvisors.com
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decisions for himself. In other words, he is
discovering independence, forging his own
way, and developing his moral conscience.
While his actions may sometimes take
questionable forms, the underlying drive is
a natural part of this stage of growth.

By framing Jewish rebellion as a ben
sorer w'moreh rather than an unfaithful
wife, Yirmiyahu softens the portrayal of our
nation’s betrayals. As we settled Israel, we
sought to define our own identity. In the des-
ert, we were entirely dependent on heavenly
bread and desert-sprung water. Entering the
Land of Israel, we pursued a national identity
of our own. The conditions were harsh, and
it required immense strength and determi-
nation to confront the militant peoples of the
Land.

In this context, fully accepting malchut
shamayim, heaven, while building our inner
fortitude and communal strength was no
simple task. Essentially, we were adolescents
seeking to understand ourselves, learning to
navigate independence while submitting to
divine authority. The image of a ben sorer
u’moreh, though a severe rebuke, allows
Yirmiyahu to frame our failures in a more
nuanced and compassionate way: we were
not irredeemably unfaithful, but struggling
with the natural and universal challenge of
forming a strong identity while embracing
the sovereignty of heaven.

In many ways, this narrative is resurfacing
in the modern State of Israel. To settle and
defend the Land requires steadfast will and
resolute courage. The original generation
demonstrated their bravery by draining
swamps, repelling attacks, and enduring
the arduous early stages of Israeli history.



Our generation, too, is proving its inner faith
and strength. Yet under such conditions, fully
submitting to external authority is not always
simple. Strong, self-sufficient people naturally
find it more difficult to accept outside control.
Israel demands strength, and not everyone
is able to balance the fortitude required
to thrive in the Land with the capacity to
embrace the full codes of Torah and halacha.
Sometimes we are not unfaithful or disloyal—
we are simply a nation growing up under
harsh conditions, striving to balance inner
strength and independence with submission
to Torah and divine authority. Framing the
Jewish experience in terms of a ben sorer
w'moreh allows us to view our struggles and
our relationship with Hashem in a more
measured and compassionate light.
THE CHILD REMAINS

Finally, the image of a ben sorer u’'moreh
reminds us that even in our rebellion, we
remain Hashem’s children. Parshat Ki Teit-
zei also describes the consequences of an
unfaithful wife: she is sent away from her
husband. In fact, the parsha immediately
preceding ben sorer u’'moreh deals with a
man who has two wives, and implies that
at some stage the less beloved wife will be
discharged from the household. One might
expect a similar fate for the wayward son:
that he, too, should be sent away, cast out like
an unfaithful wife. Yet this is not an option.
A child is always a child. The fates of parents
and children are inextricably linked.

As the Torah writes, “/aX) YaX 12w00)"—
though this refers literally to bringing him to
Beit Din, it carries a metaphorical resonance:
parents must hold on to him firmly. He is not
sent away. Even if the case were to reach Beit
Din, parents would rarely, if ever, agree to

InmiSt md Katamon - Renovated 130 SQM Duplex Penthouse
3 Bedrooms | 3 Sukkah Balconies | Private %:kmg | Shabbat Flevatr

sacrifice their child over moral failings. The
requirement for parents to bring their child
to Beit Din ensures that the ben sorer u’'moreh
remains, rendering the story ultimately a cau-
tionary tale rather than a historical reality.

The Gemara in Kiddushin (36a) cites Rabbi
Meir:
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"Rabbi Meir says: In either case, you are
still called children, as it is written: ‘They are
foolish children [but still children].”"

By referring to us as a ben sorer u’moreh,
Yirmiyahu offers a deeply compassionate
perspective on Jewish failure. Though the
image may sound harsh and castigating, it
pulses with Ahavat Yisrael: no matter how far
we stray or how rebellious we behave, a child
can never be severed from the parent. Even
in our failings, our bond with Hashem—as
our Father—remains unbroken. m

Rabbi Taragin’s newest sefer entitled
“To be Holy but Human: Reflections
upon my Rebbe, Rav Yehuda Amital
(Kodesh) is now available at:

mtaraginbooks.com and in bookstores
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LIVE IN JERUSALEM 4

MOTZEI SHABEOS // EBINYANEI PM
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Ohr Meir & Bracha needs your donations now.
Please partner with us in feeding

with baskets full of fresh fruits, vegetables,
honey, honey cake, chicken, dried goods,
grapejuice, challas, beets, pomegranates,
dates, apples, potatoes, pumpkin, oil, sugar,
rice, flour, salt, coffee, tea, and many more
items to brighten their holiday table with a
peaceful and heartwarming Rosh Hashanah.
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www.omb.org.il office@omb.org.il



RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
RAV, THE JERUSALEM S
BAKA, JERUSALEM

A Match
Made In
Heaven

In his final days as leader of the nation,
Moshe continued disseminating the Divine
law and guiding his people. It may come as
a surprise that it is at this stage that Moshe
communicated the laws of divorce.

Interestingly, the relationship between the
Jewish people and God has been described
in terms of a number of human relation-
ships, however inadequate those portrayals
may be. One of those is the human bond
of marriage, and its potential severability
through divorce.

The covenant at Sinai is often viewed by
the Sages as a marriage, with the Torah
as the marital contract.! The Lubavitcher
Rebbe, Menachem Mendel Schneerson,
observed that we refer to God commanding
us the mitzvot in our blessings with the term
kideshanu. On the face of it, the word means
“sanctified us,” but on a deeper level it evokes
the bond of kidushin, betrothal. When men
wrap tefillin around their arm and fingers,
they utter the words of the prophet Hoshea:
“I have betrothed you to Me forever” (Hosea
2:20). The Jewish people are wed to God.

Can this marriage ever be terminated? The
Talmud raises this very question:

Ten elders came and sat before [the
prophet Yechezkel]. He said to them,
“Repent!”

They said to him, “Does the master who
sells his servant or the man who divorces
his wife have any claim to them?”

The Holy One said to him, “Go tell them,
‘Where is your mother’s bill of divorce with
which I sent her away? Or to which creditor
have I sold you? It is for your sins that you
have been sold and for your iniquities that
your mother was sent away’” (Isaiah 50:1).2

In other words, God might have separated
from the Jewish people on account of their
sins, but He did not do so completely or
irrevocably. The proof is that we have no
writ of divorce.

At times, it can feel like we have been
divorced. Exilic existence has forced us
into subjugation and into living under
the thumb of foreigners. The Lubavitcher
Rebbe observed, however, that these nations
are only God’s messengers. The very first
mishnah in Gitin, the tractate dedicated to
divorce law, tells us, “One who brings a get
from beyond the sea must declare, ‘It was
written in my presence and signed in my
presence.””* The foreign powers that have
defeated the Jewish people and ruled over
her in exile are only God’s messengers, and
they have brought no get. As agents, they

1. The following remarks are based on Likutei
Sichot, vol. 9, Ki Tetze 2, 143-151.
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2. Sanhedrin 105a.
3. Mishnabh, Gitin, 1:1.



possess no real power and cannot effectuate
a divorce between the Jewish people and
God on their own. The bill of divorce has
never been, and will never be, delivered.

This reality is reflected in the words of
this week’s parashah. “If a man married a
woman... and he wrote her a bill of divorce
(sefer keritut) (Deuteronomy 24:1). The
Rebbe pointed out that keritut denotes abso-
lute separation and sundering. The word
sefer, however, calls to mind the sefer Torah,
the Torah scroll “given to create peace in
the world.”* Halachah thickens this associ-
ation by requiring that the get be written
according to some of the rules for a sefer
Torah, with ruled lines and length exceed-
ing width.5 Unlike the Torah scroll, it must
be written on a single sheet, but this too
supports the idea of unity and wholeness.
Why, then, does the Torah use a phrase that
appears to be a contradiction in terms?

On the human plane, it instructs that the
natural state of affairs between Jews is one
of harmony. Holy matrimony sanctifies and
deepens that connection. Gitin devotes its
opening lengthy discussion to an unusual
case, in which a get is being brought from
abroad, rather than to the main body of rel-
evant law. Rabbi Yehudah ha-Nasi organized
the material this way, the Rebbe suggested,
to signal that divorce has its origins in a “for-
eign place”—it does not come to us naturally.
Although it is sometimes unavoidable and
necessary, the existential bond remains in
place.

Similarly, the metaphysical matrimony of
God and the Jewish people is based on an

4. Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Megilah va-
Chanukah, 4:14.
5. Shulchan Aruch, Even ha-Ezer, 125:11-13.

inextinguishable love. The exile we suffer
under may conceal that love, but it continues
to burn all the same. The Lubavitcher Rebbe
boldly claimed that keeping our faith while
scattered across the globe in hostile condi-
tions actually reflects a more profound love.
Even when the relationship seems severely
strained, so much so that one might mistake
the outward separation for divorce, neither
husband nor wife have given up on it. Per-
haps Kidushin, the tractate about marriage,
follows Gitin as an adumbration of God’s
plan. Gitin is the spiritual exile that feels
like divorce, and when God redeems us, the
everlasting love represented by Kidushin will
be manifest to all.

It is no accident that we learn about the
laws of divorce at this time of year. The Rebbe
observed that Parashat Ki Tetze is always
read during the seven weeks of consolation
following Tisha be-Av. Although the Temple
is no more, the words sefer keritut remind
us that God has not forsaken us. The flame
of love yet burns. In addition, only our own
unity and boundless love for one another will
bring Him back in full glory to rebuild and
inhabit His abode on earth once more. m

=

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.

All your jewelry needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627
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Where do they turn to, - R
those desperate people?

0 at’ = 1§

¥ € ' n‘]ruwl www.yeshezra.orgl

AU T N W Director: Menachem Persoff

Empower Lives with Yesh Ezra!

We provide support for individuals facing challenges such as mental illness,
disability, single motherhood, economic crisis, and recovery from substance
addiction. We empower those left alone, ashamed, and lacking a support
network by helping them regain stability and independence towards
a brighter future.

What do we do?

- HEALTH Home visits, medicines, medical equipment, and counseling
-~ BIG BROTHER PROGRAM Emotional support, guidance, and mentoring
- MEALS & SHELTER Rent assistance, Shabbat and Holiday meals, _

and fixing appliances, among other services (
-~ FAMILY EVENTS Hachnasat Kallah & Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Your compassionate soul can make a difference to those who stand alone.
Please donate generously to advance our crucial work.

www.yeshezra.org

EELLMIERES M Mercantile (17), Branch 642, A/C 79747843 (Send Asmachta for receipt**)

Yesh Ezra, POB 31476, Romema, Jerusalem

Credit Card Sara - 077-820-0196/058-530-9161 (Sunday, Monday, Wednesday: 10:00-14:00)

*Tax benefit available for donations according to section 46a of the Israeli tax code*

YESH EZRA (R.A.580664647) | Tel: +972-77-820-0196 | Email:kerenchesed1@gmail.com
P.O. Box 31476, HaMem Gimmel St. 5, Jerusalem 9136101
*Inquiries: Menachem Persoff 050-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com




PREMIUM

MOVING & STORAGE

A
oAt L BN brcmiummoving.co.il @ 053-7272-815 () JEAlELEELL

Logistics & storage

PREMIUM MOVING

THE LIONS ARE RISING AGAIN FOR ISRAEL

RABEL DR:?MTM: LI THE “..Fascinating and enjoyable...
1 H I:, LI O N S it shows how the animals and

plants with whom our ancestors

. lived shaped the way we used

OF ZI O N language and Biblical imagery

snce il

e n.« Siguific throughout our millennia of
Biblical Natural 00 M Biblical Natural History exile, turning our culture into a
£ & the Significance of Israel living map of connections with
our lost native land..”
RABBI DR. — Natan Sharansky
NATAN SLIFKIN

Available online from the Biblical Museum of Natural History
Or join us for the official book launch and author presentation

g8 by - THIS MONDAY, Sept. 8th, by reservation only, at the link below
YL

72"3NM YAV NN J‘-QiL www.BMNH.org.il/Lions

THE BIBLICAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
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Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

After a Breakup: Helping
the Heart Get Ready Again

W N»YH
9”7 102N IR OV 12 PNY? PRI

Ora askes:

My candidate recently ended a long rela-
tionship. He told me he’s ready to move on
and hear new suggestions, but I'm not so
sure. Each time I suggest someone, he finds
vague reasons to reject the idea. It feels
like he’s just looking for excuses to say no.

WwPna en
Angel Realry ,I‘

For Sale in Jerusalem — Ramot B-
4.990.000 NIS
For Sale in Efrat
Zayit:
2,550,000 NIS

Zayit:

1,990,000 NIS
Tamar:
Te'ena:

2.95 NIS

4,750,000 NIS

Dagan:

3.850.000 NIS
For Sale in Elazar:

2,490,000 NIS

60 TORAH TIDBITS 1628 / KI TEITZEI

How can I really help him?

Aleeza answers:

When someone comes out of a long rela-
tionship, even if they say they’re ready, the
heart often needs more time than the mind
admits. Ending something significant leaves
a space that doesn’t fill instantly. And some-
times, the fear of being hurt again shows up
as a quick rejection.

First, let’s validate: he’s not wrong for feel-
ing hesitant. This is how Hashem created the
world when we lose something meaningful,
we need a process of healing. The question
is not just “Is he ready to date?” but “Is he
ready to open his heart again?” Those are very
different things.

So how can you help? Gently. With
patience. Instead of only suggesting matches,
invite him to reflect on what he learned from
his last relationship. Ask: What worked well?
What would you like to build differently next
time? This helps shift his focus from “what I
don’t want” to “what I truly want to create.”

You can also remind him: dating is not
about finding someone perfect, it's about
finding someone who is perfectly imperfect
for you. If he’s using small flaws as reasons
to reject, that may be fear of making the
same mistake twice so he’s ruling out people



who may remind him of what didn’t work
previously.

After making three suggestions and receiv-
ing three no’s, let him know that you don’t
have any other relevant suggestions at this
time. Let him know you’ve made thoughtful
solid suggestions and you believe they have
potential. Pause your suggestions and give
him a moment to reflect. An endless supply
of match suggestions will just prove you’re
throwing spaghetti at the wall rather than
making targeted suggestions.

May Hashem bless him with clarity, heal-
ing, and the courage to say yes when the right
person comes along. And may you be blessed
with spot on suggestions.

Aleezam

K

Want to set up your friends?

Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[E#7E en.shagririm.org.il
i 0585323242

'*n } ulCT MIZRACHI

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

SHABBAT AFTERNOON
PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR
Given this week by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak,
Rechov Washington 12 at 5:15pm

M WOLGEL LAW

IBRATICMN & MATURALIZATIO

American Immigration
& Naturalization Law

Michele Coven Wolgel

Attorney & Notary

File Now to Secure Your Child's
Citizenship Before the End of
2025!

wwaw wolgelaw.co.il
lawyer@wolgelaw.co.l
Tel: 02 590 3444

GARDEN PARADISE IN KATAMON FOR SALE

PEACEFUL, BEAUTIFUL, GARDEN DUPLEX APARTMENT
124.5 SQM ON TWO LEVELS, 4.5 BEDROOMS, 3 FULL
BATHS, PRIVATE GARDEN IN TABU FULL OF FRUIT TREES,
PRIVATE PARKING, ELEVATOR, MAMAD, EXCELLENT
CONDITION.

ASKING PRICE: NIS 8,150,000

QUAINT 1 BDRM ALSO FOR SALE
ADDITIONAL 2 ROOM APT FOR SALE DIRECTLY ABOVE THE
GARDEN APT! BRIGHT AND COMPACT 34 SQM., 3 AIR
DIRECTIONS, INCLUDES MAMAD, SUKKAH BALCONY,
ELEVATOR, PRIVATE HEAT, AND A/C.
ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,150,000

L -

Ilana Nelson  054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il
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VO)Nefesh
WO)AB'Nefesh

UPCOMING EVENTS

SUMMER OF ALIYAH

Celebrating the thousands of Olim who are
making Aliyah this summer!

May - September 2025 | nbn.org.il/flights

MEDEX INFO SESSIONS

Are you a doctor or medical student thinking of Aliyah?
Join us to discuss what Aliyah can look like for you!

September 8, 2025 - Toronto | September 9, 2025 - Montreal

ALIYAH OPEN HOUSES

This is your chance to meet with Nefesh B'Nefesh
and get answers to your Aliyah questions.

Monday, September 8, 2025 | Brooklyn & West Hempstead

LIVING
FINAMCIALLY
SHMARTER |/
| comrmres s}

LIVING FINANCIALLY SMARTER IN ISRAEL

Join us for a conference packed with dynamic, tailor-made
sessions to help you optimize your finances.

Sunday, September 14, 2025 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

SHUK OLIM: CHAG EDITION

Shop for Chagim from a wide selection of delicious foods,
artisanal crafts, and unique products crafted by talented Olim.

Wednesday, September 17, 2025 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

CAFE OLEH: FALL SESSIONS

Supplement your existing Hebrew skills with the words and
insights you need to survive & thrive in Israel.

September - November 2025 | Online

www.nbn.org.il/all-events




WO)Nefesh
WO)2 B'Nefesh

RESILIENCE INITIATIVES

continue to defend and protect the State
of Israel, Nefesh B'Nefesh, Friends of the
IDF (FIDF), and Jewish National Fund - USA
are committed to giving back.

)
PE RAT I o N As our courageous and resilient soldiers
N
(=]

We are, once again, offering free flights
to help parents be closer to their Lone
Soldiers in Israel.

www.nbn.org.il’/hug

The Lone Soldiers Program (LSP)
RESILIENCE CENTER

Comprehensive mental health services & emotional support
for International Lone Soldiers returning to civilian life.

Xaw In partnership with
MIUN 7N Sheba Medical Center

MILUIM FAMILIES, MILUIMNIKIM,
& THOSE AFFECTED BY OCTOBER 7TH

www.nbn.org.il/all-events




RABBI OF BEIT KNESSET HANASSI, JERUSALEM

SPECIAL GUEST ARTICLE

emembering
abbi Wein zt”]

Two week have passed since we received
the bitter news of Rabbi Berel Wein zt”I’s
passing, and I still struggle to comprehend
that he is no longer with us.

Over the past three years I have had the
distinct privilege of serving as Rav of Beit
Knesset Hanassi, alongside Rabbi Wein,
who graciously stepped into the role of
Senior Rabbi when I joined the community.
Before accepting this position I had never
met him in person, though like so many, I
had long admired him from afar. He was a
legend in the Jewish world - his books and
audio lectures known in every corner of the
globe. But meeting the man himself was an
experience of an entirely different order.

I vividly recall my trial Shabbat at the
shul, when delivering a Gemara shiur
before Shacharit - and there, sitting quietly

# Always wanted to sell D'a'nin NnvaIN?
This is your chance! =

Join us for a fun job selling 0'’nn nvan!
At a location near your home

‘0 Info - Shmaya
058-6655916

64 TORAH TIDBITS 1628 / KI TEITZEI

at the back, was Rabbi Wein. Once I became
the rabbi, it was always daunting to speak
in his presence, yet he listened with the
same attentiveness and respect as though
he had never heard the material before.
Afterwards, he would offer a warm com-
ment that conveyed to the entire audience
that my words carried weight.

What struck me most was his warmth and
humility. For a man of his stature, it could
not have been easy to relinquish the pulpit
to a young rabbi more than fifty years his
junior. Yet if he felt any discomfort, he never
showed it. On the contrary - he treated me
as an equal colleague from the very first
moment. If a congregant approached with
a halachic question, he would direct them
to me. When the gabbai asked who should
receive a special aliyah or honor, he pointed
my way. Before the first night of Selichot,
when the shul would be awaiting words of
chizzuk from its rabbi, he simply turned to
me and said: “You’re the Rav - you do it.”

Some of my most cherished memories
of Rabbi Wein are not from his words, but
from his simple gestures. After I delivered
a drasha on Shabbat morning, he would
often catch my eye, nod approvingly, and
give a discreet thumbs-up. He knew exactly



how much that meant. In his final months,
when he was rarely able to attend shul
during the week, he would take my hand
on Motzaei Shabbat, wish me Shavua Tov,
and hold on tight for a moment - as if to
say, “You’re doing a great job. Keep it up.”
Occasionally he would articulate it, but the
silent encouragement of that handshake
said it all. I will miss it terribly.

For several weeks before his passing,
Rabbi Wein was absent from shul due to
his declining health. But walking in this
past Shabbat and seeing his seat now per-
manently empty, was especially painful. As
I took my seat, alongside where he would
sit, I began to tear up.

Chazal teach us that even the “casual
conversation” of Torah scholars carries
meaning. With Rabbi Wein, there was
hardly any casual talk at all; every word
was measured, every phrase imbued with
decades of Torah insight and life wisdom.
I treasure the Friday nights I accompanied
him on the walk home from shul. I remem-
ber once as we passed two women on the
street, one whispered in awe to the other:
“Was that Rabbi Wein?” Yes, it was. A giant
in our midst who graced our community,
our streets and our lives. And I had the
privilege to walk beside him.

Rabbi Wein leaves behind a void that can
never truly be filled. But we will do our
utmost to remember him by living our lives
in the light of his teachings: to recognize our
place in the great sweep of Jewish destiny,
to draw on the wisdom of the past in order
to shape the future, and to hold fast - in
faith and conviction, as he was so fond of
reminding us - that “it will yet be good.”

Yehi zichro baruch. m

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

LET YOUR JOURNEY
HOME BEGIN WITH US

GREAT DEALS IN JERUSALEM
With limited supply, endless demand, and
unmatched spiritual value, a home in
Jerusalem is an investment in both your
future and your heritage.

MEKOR CHAIM

3 bedrooms

New building
Sukkah

Parking & storage

W4.5M / $1.35M

ARNONA
Cottage

Over 150 SQM
Parking & storage
Turn key

W6.8M / $2.04M

RAMOT BET

¢ Fantastic family
home

e Private Pool

W8M / $2.41M

GERMAN COLONY
Harakevet Street
New building

3 bedrooms
Sukkah

Parking & storage
W7.95M / $2.39M

TALPIOT
New project
Presale
opportunities

Starting Price
W4.3M / $1.29M

REHAVIA
Duplex

5 bedrooms
Great location

Price on Request

For many more opportunities across
Jerusalem and Israel, please don't
hesitate to reach out

LI 4+972-54-441-5704
=y

‘| KimBashRealEstate.com g =) g3
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Treated
Many
Satisfied
clients
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DreamCare
Quality Care, At Home.

o
Full home nursing care - 7L - . :
ﬁ IVs, wounds, injectic?ns & more ) %‘I{E Professional, English-speaking teqm)
In-house blood lab - . .
faster results, more availability Personalized care with a human touch
Empowering patient & + . .
caregiver education ‘=| E&xpert medical guidance & advocacy

0
(40% degerve The bel cane ab hame

Dream Care

e S ® 02-999-8123 | dreamcare.cou.il.




(B Dental Clinic

) OrLionel Benayoun

WE LOVE TO

+ Expertise in pain-free
implants.

+ Root Canal Treatment

+ Dental Bracas

+ Digital imaging

MAKE YOU
SMILE

A Hawless smile assured.

A twam of 5 dentists at your senice,
ready to meet all your dental needs.

€ STREET. JERUSALEM

D'U21 711

Property Management and Maintenance
Building Committee Management

Rental Management

053-3849508

office@reaya.co.il

Real Estate

Newest Listings in and around Jerusalem

Luxurious Apartment
in the Wolfson Towers

Over 300 sqm- all on one level
5 Bedroom, 4 Baths
Renovated to highest standards
Fully Furnished
Storage
Breathtaking Views
Wheelchair Accessible
Price: $3,800,000 USD

One Of A Kind Garden
Apartment in Arnona

228 sqm triplex
160 sqm private garden
6 rooms
(including a 12 sqm separate unit)
Private parking
High ceilings and unique charm
Price: Upon request

o ¢
Cottage

at Oranim

Over 200 sqm on 3 levels
Two private gardens - a small front

garden and a large backyard
6 rooms (Including a Mamad), 3.5 baths
Expansive living and dining area
American-style kosher kitchen
Parking

Available: 01/09/25

Price: 18,000 NIS per month

Unique Free Standing
House in Gefen, Efrat

Over 320 sqm over 3 levels
8 bedrooms, 4.5 bath
Architecturally designed + renovated
American style Kitchen
Central A/C + floor heating on each level
Huge wrap around garden
2 parking spots
Excellent location
Price: 8,500,000 NIS
000 NIS per month

Dream Villa in Nokdim

Over 480 sqm on 4 levels

9 bedrooms
4.5 baths (one with a sauna)
Private elevator
Garden, Balconies
Private heated swimming pool

Option for a separate unit
Stunning views of the Judean hills |
Price: 9,500,000 NIS

Yitzchak Kowalsky
X, 054-766-0338
DX Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
@ www.yykrealestate.com
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MRS. LEAH FEINBERG

7"02

Hazal said of the friends of Iyov: X72n X
NN IN 21NT 12N - Either a person has
friends like the friends of Iyov, or death.! What
was it about the friends of Iyov that qualified
them as the ultimate paradigm of friendship?
After all, not only do they seem to have failed
in their mission of comforting Iyov, in the final
event they are even accused of incriminating
him! How could such friends serve as a model
for us to emulate, friends without whom death
would be preferable to life?

The teaching of Hazal cited above comes at
the conclusion of a discussion regarding the
arrival of Iyov’s friends to comfort him. The
friends are described in the text as arriving
jointly to console him, even though each had
left from his own home in a location remote
from the others. While today arranging such
a meeting is as simple as sending a quick text
message, in biblical times this was no small
feat. The gemara explains that the friends had
a system whereby they could remain aware of
any change in the welfare of the others; some
say they each had a crown on which the faces
of the three others were engraved, and any
change in their well-being was reflected in the
face of the affected one, while others suggest

that each had three trees, each representing
one of the friends, and if one withered they
knew who was suffering. At any such sign,
the friends gathered to offer support to the
afflicted one. Thus Iyov’s friends were able to
assemble and arrive together to console him.

The Maharal explains the two opinions of
the Sages to indicate that the bond among
these four friends was all-encompassing.
The suggestion of the crown reflects a bond
that supersedes the physical realm, while the
suggestion of the trees represents that the
friends were united in the natural world, by
the earth in which they were planted. This
friendship, which existed in both the upper
and lower realms, is the type of friendship
we can’t live without - peers who not only
sympathize but empathize, and are willing
to drop everything at a moment’s notice to
be physically, intellectually and emotionally
present in one’s time of need.

The midrash teaches that in consequence
of their willingness to drop everything to
comfort Iyov in his state of mourning, Iyov’s
friends were spared from the places in Gehi-
nom that had been designated for them, mer-
ited to have Ruach HaKodesh rest upon them

1. Bava Batra 16b
68 TORAH TIDBITS 1628 / KI TEITZEI

2. Chiddushei Aggadot Bava Batra 16b



and to have their names commemorated in
Tanach.® Rav Chaim Shmulevitz explains
that the quality of bearing the burden of
someone else’s suffering as Iyov’s friends did
is an especially worthy character trait, one
that is shared by none other than Mashiach
himself. The gemara relates that Mashiach
is to be found among those suffering from
disease, doing all within his power to ease
their pain. The Redeemer of the Jewish people
must identify with their suffering.*

Although the friends of Iyov were not
able to comfort him with their philosophi-
cal arguments, they remained present and
shared his pain. At the climax of the sefer,
Hashem commanded the friends to offer an
‘Olah to atone for their erroneous arguments,
and asserted that Iyov would pray on their
behalf, despite their having wronged him.
Rav Soloveitchik sees this prayer as evidence
of the change wrought upon Iyov by his
suffering - at the outset, Iyov’s concern was
only for his own family, reflected in the ‘Olah
offering he brought to atone for his children.
Through his experiences, Iyov learned to rise
above his individual concerns and identify
with the pain and anguish of the community,
to look outward and experience a sense of
true communion with those in need. We, who
pray in the plural form, learn from Iyov’s
transformation.’

May we merit to have and to be friends
such as the friends of Iyov, and hasten the
coming of Mashiach as we identify and show
solidarity with the suffering of those in our
community, offering our heartfelt prayers

3. Kohelet Ra bbah 7
4. Sichot Mussar p.78
5. Kol Dodi Dofek II: Iyov

on their behalf in this season of repentance,
prayer and charity.

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
Department chairperson and New Teacher
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of
the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi series,
currently in its third cycle, women scholars deliver
a daily shiur on the books of Prophets (Neviim)
and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a chapter
a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners of all
levels who would like to participate in the two-
year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU Women’s
Initiative to register for additional content.

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

FOLDING CHAIRS

« STYLE & COMFORT Ofe
« MANY COLORS & DESIGNS %

« STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS =%
* FAST DELIVERY _

r
[
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€ OLDEES

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181

Jonathan Rosenblum, prm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care
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Join us for an evening of celebration
in support of The Michael Levin Base
a non-profit that provides physical
and emotional support to Lone
Soldiers and Bnot Sherut

The Rise of Global
Antisemitism
Panel Discussion
Tuesday, September 16th

The Jerusalem Theater, Henry
Crown Theater, David Marcus
St. 20

Doors open - 5:45
Program starts - 6:30

Volunteer Appreciation
Award
Carol and Mark
Goldberg

Community Volunteer
Award
Howie Rosenblum

Lone Soldier and Lone
Bat Sherut Awards
Reut Engle - Ilana Simon

Master of Ceremonies
Andrea Finger
Light dairy buffet after the

program J
Rabbanut Jerusalem Mehadrin

This evening is made possible
in part by a generous donation
by Anne and Arthur Gober

Register here

Fleur Hassan-

Israel Special
Envoy for Trade
& Innovation

Mike Huckabee
U.S. Ambassador to Israel
Special Guest Speaker

Michael Oren
Writer and former
Israeli Ambassador to
the United States

Opening remarks

bt

o

Eylon Levy
Former Israeli Government
Spokesperson

Adir Schwarz
Deputy Mayor
of Jerusalem

Nahoum

e

e

Matti Friedman
Award winning Author
and journalist




When getting a child ready for the school
year, there are various checklists. It’s a tran-
sition, and it takes a while for both parents
and kids to acclimate to the new school year
routine.

It’s a good idea to get your child/children on
board with back to school preparations. Ask
them to make a list of specific items they may
want or need and decide together what is rel-
evant. As kids get older they can buy some of
their own school supplies, which will encour-
age them to take on some of the responsibility.
The practical or logistical preparation may
seem overwhelming especially when there
are many school age children at home. Once
you’ve purchased the books, school supplies
and new accessories, enlist the help of your
child/ older children to help get the backpacks
ready and books and notebooks covered and
labelled. Allow your child to really be part of

SUNDAYS

9PMIL [ 2 PM EDT

OLIM TOOLBOX TALKS

'!' SFOROLI H ey

Register: climpaveway.com/all-events

0 (©) 3 @climpaveway
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the process. It can be a fun family activity for
siblings to help each other.

Implementing a routine is important on
school nights. Having kids on a consistent
sleep/wake schedule is essential for them to
be well rested. It will allow them to be present
and focused during a long day of learning.

Another important aspect to consider is
mealtime. In the summer kids tend to snack
and eat whenever they want as schedules
are more flexible. When school time arrives,
it’s really important to have healthy well
rounded meals planned as well as healthy
snacks available for school and after school.
Kids generally come home after a long day,
tired and worn out so it’s good to have cut
fruits or vegetables at the ready or anything
else with some nutritional value! Some kids
may even want a meal when they get home.

Technology has a strong influence on chil-
dren. As your child enters the new school
year you should decide how much screen
time is allowed on a school night and on the
weekend. You should have parent apps or
filters in place to reinforce what was agreed
upon. It’s preferable for your child to be off
of any device an hour before bedtime and
not to have screens in bed.

Finally, it’s important to have conversations
with your kids regarding how they’re feeling
about the upcoming school year. Make time
to connect, ask what they’re looking forward
to. If there’s something they’re worried about,
concerned about? What can make it easier
for them?



It’s important to give space for the

unknown and doubts as school begins. And A PRODECT OF
for them to know there’s an address for them e 'ﬂ'ewf, E k%;ﬂ'j—'
to express their feelings and emotions. Project
confidence in your child and in their ability
to navigate this new step!

If you’re having a hard time getting into
routine, your child missed the bus, or the
food wasn’t ready when they got home, give
yourself some grace. It takes time to switch

into school mode. S
Be’hatzlacha THREE free EVENTS

for the Rising! Jewish woman living

. . X in unprecedented times
Feel free to send in any parenting questions you

may have to parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be 8:00PM IST/ 1:00PM EST
changed to preserve anonymity).

TUESDAY SEP 9 | 16 ELUL

Rebbetzin Tamar Taback
speaks

* Vision and inspiration *Free 10-part
series release! *Rise! Into your Crown
brand new REVEAL *Nexus receives a
new name *And more

Michal Silverstein has a MS in educational psychology
and counseling. She facilitates parenting workshops in
and around Jerusalem and maintains a private practice.

Struggling to find the

right apartment in — | SUNDAY SEP 28 | 6 TISHREI

Jerusalem? 5| Rebbetzins of Eretz Yisroel
&7 speak

D g " “What Is our feminine Teshuva as

Whether you’re in Israel or | women, this year?” with tributes to the

abroad, I’ll assist you in finding a legacies of Rebbetzins David and

. . Neustadt a™h
home that truly fits — location,

size and budget. . WED OCT 22 | 1 CHESHVAN
' Women of the School Speak,

Graduates celebrate growth and
transformation through words &
creative expression. Doors Open for
Rise! Into your Highest Feminine
potential 5786

EMDOMSED BY RABEANIM

REGISTER: WWW.THENEXUIS ORG OR

Nahum Glatzer Y : COMTACT INFO# THENEXUS.ORG

EVERYTHIMNG IS VIRTUAL LIVE WITH OPTIOH FOR
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AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to ' |
work with and did
an amagzing job!

g

Jamie (qabflfar, (=

Nothing matters to us more than
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.
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D
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If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we'll match it.

Send your plans for
free design today.

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282 ="

2

or email us at info@tzviair.com & ?'
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b/\ Flylﬁng Soon? ll”‘

Travel with Confidence ‘==?‘A]

1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <YM
at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide

Starting at $40

sales@1lunisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

 Beler Tziporah a- ]
' Bottled Water Gemach “/7

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having
the opportunity of having Tziporah
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May
Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama
shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.
With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email
Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
20 5 /N9 NN

\
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THE DUET

Shul | Gym | Lounge
Café | American Rabbi
Parking & Storage

3-bedrooms from 3,500,000 with 10%

down - rest at completion in 4.5 years!®

Contact Shmuly:
+972 54-872-0470

shmuly®@capitil.com
License #3231805

*Subfect to understanding the structure and dofng necessary due diligence. I_N C | TY C ﬂ P |‘|"
SINATION REAL EEYATE AGENCY
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TORAH 4 TEENS

YAFIT ATLAS - CHAI GIRLS
BEIT SHEMESH DIRECTOR

Amidst all the mitzvot outlined in this week’s
parsha, we encounter one that appears almost
too intuitive to require mention:

“When you build a new house, you shall
make a fence for your roof, so that you do
not bring bloodguilt on your house if a fallen
one falls from it.” (Devarim 22:8)

Isn’t it logical that one should not create
a situation in which someone could easily
fall? If no word or even letter in the Torah is
irrelevant or misplaced, why do we need to
be told such an obvious idea?

The Slonimer Rebbe teaches that this week’s
parsha is always read in the month of Elul to
teach us something vital as we prepare our-
selves for the upcoming Chaggim. Elul is an
introspective time in which we set goals for
ourselves, reflect on the past year, and evaluate
how we can reach our fullest potential in the
coming one. Oftentimes, the list of goals and
character traits we wish to improve spans

DR. AARON J
JESIN, MOHEL _

Canadian Physician

Over 10,000 britot!

From Toronto, Canada, now
residing in Bet Shemesh

Serving Jerusalem, the Mercaz, and
all places between!

nn'yil noin 7nin
XY™ N'URY NN

www.DrJesin.com | @ (©) 052-399-4313
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pages, moving from one lofty aspiration to
another. While this influx of inspiration is an
important part of growth, these goals are not
always tangible, and setbacks are inevitable.

This is precisely why, when we look more
closely at the pasuk, we are struck by the
phrasing: “If a fallen one falls from it.” The
Slonimer Rebbe points out that this indicates
a fall is inevitable, since they are already a
“fallen one.” During growth, we might find
ourselves building a “new house,” a new
version of ourselves so far removed from
where we presently are that we rise too
quickly. Without a “fence” to safeguard us,
we inevitably fall.

Anyone who has experienced such a setback
on their path to growth might even ask, “If the
fallen one will fall anyway, why even try?” This
is precisely why this pasuk must be mentioned
during Flul. Lofty goals are beautiful, but they
can also be elusive. This Elul, as we set per-
sonal goals, we should make them attainable
and establish safeguards against the inevitable
return of old habits. With this approach, instead
of stumbling, we can keep moving forward,
step by step, toward lasting growth.

Shabbat Shalom.

ZVI1 FISHER
10TH GRADE, JERUSALEM

In this week’s parsha, Parshat Ki Teitzei,
we encounter many mitzvot; in fact, it’s the
parsha with the most mitzvot in the Torah.
One mitzvah that seems minor is Shiluach



HaKen-sending away the mother bird before
taking her young.

What's surprising is that the Torah promises
a reward for this mitzvah: longevity. There is
only one other mitzvah for which the Torah
explicitly mentions a reward: Kibbud Av
Va’Em-honoring one’s parents. At first glance,
these mitzvot seem completely different. As
the Gemara in Kiddushin teaches, Kibbud Av
Va’Em is a tremendously difficult and demand-
ing mitzvah, while Shiluach HaKen is relatively
easy. So why do they share the same reward?

The answer lies in their unexpected nature.
Many mitzvot are planned and prepared for
in advance, but Kibbud Av Va’Em and Shilu-
ach HaKen often appear spontaneously. A
person may be walking down the road and
suddenly see a bird’s nest, or suddenly face
a situation requiring immediate respect and
care for a parent.

The month of Elul is a time to prepare our
hearts for Rosh Hashanah. Just as we exam-
ine our deeds and refine our intentions this
month, these mitzvot teach us to respond to
life’s unexpected opportunities with care,
respect, and joy. They test our sensitivity,
spontaneity, and love of Hashem. By fulfill-
ing them wholeheartedly, we not only merit
their reward but also strengthen our daily
commitment to Torah and mitzvot. m

DO YOU SUFFER FROM JOINT PAINT
“Stem Cells™
An in-office mini-liposuction can

provide the cells to treat this
condition naturally
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GabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

Cheapest 4 room apartment in Givat Mordechai! 77
SQOM, 4 rooms (saferoom), 1 bathroom, fully accessible,
balcony, open views, potential for Pinui Binui! Asking
2,660,000 NIS

Just Listed! 109 SQM apartment in a fully accassible
building, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, parking, storage, and a
great balcony! Asking: 3,200,000 NIS

Excellent apartment in Rechavial 54 SQM, 1.5 beds, 1
bath, AC in every room, high ceilings, balcony. Well-kept,
5 steps, prime location. Asking 2,900,000

Just Listed! Rare family home, spacious 200 sqm, 55
sqm garden, 6 rooms (Large Saferoom), 3.5 bath. Private
entrance, Parking, opt. for guest unit, best location!

Penthouse In The Sky! Gorgeous 200 SQM penthouse,
5 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 30 SQM succah balcony,
gorgeous views, parking, private elevatar, and move-in
ready! Contact for info

Zeit Shemen, Zayit, Efrat

Amazing Value! Amazing apartment with large temrace, 3
bedrooms, 1.5 baths, large living space, storage, and
incredible mountain views! Asking: 2,280,000 NIS

Beit HaBechira, Tamar, Efrat

Amazing Cottage! Gorgeous, renovated duplex with
private entrance. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, succah balcony,
2 parking spots and storage. Contact for pricing!

Pitom HaKetoret, Zayit, Efrat
One Of A Kind! Standalone house, beautifully designed,
7 bedrooms, 5.5 bathrooms, with a poal facing a
breathtaking view. Contact for more information
Yaniv +972.52.614.1 :142]_
" <Yaniv@gabairealestate.com,! -
 Elia +972.52.862.9208 |

gmail.com

Eliagabai@

'l
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Fully Subsidized Therapy
for Teens and Young Adults
CROSSROADS professional Social
Workers are here to offer therapy to
teens and young adults to help them
navigate life's challenges.

We welcome GAP Year Students, Soldiers,
Bnot Sherut, Israeli Teens, and Young Adults.

CALL US: @ +972 02-624-6265@ +972 050-868-9207

If you are in a crisis, call our 24/7 HOTLINE @ 050-468-5463




Makor Chaim Institutions & our Beit Midrash L'Hitchadshut
invite you to join our

Annual Mass Prayer &
Soul-Searching Convention

Once again, it's time to join hundreds of kindred spirits who seek to open their
hearts and fine-tune their souls in advance of the High Holy Days!

This year's exciting program includes a wide range of preparatory experiential
workshops led by dozens of spiritual leaders including Doron Perez,
Miki Yosefi, Hadassah Fruman, Raz Hartman, Yonatan Billet, as well as two sessions
in English by Rabbi Shlomo Katz and Rabbi Benjy Levy, climaxing in the main event:

Melodies of Prayer
With Rav Dov Singer, Aharon Razael & the Kleiner Band

Tuesday evening, 23 Elul - Sept. 16th
at the beautiful new Makor Chaim Campus
located on the ancient Derech Ha'Avot at Neve Daniel, Gush Etzion

[m] ey [m]

For details on the full schedule
and registration, please goto: B &
https://tic.li/yNB8XSy orscan: [w]'Frs



VIDA

EXQUISITE BEACHFRONT LIVING

WHERE LUXURY MEETS THE TIDE

Your serenity awaits at Olga Beach, Hadera, Israel

For illustration pury

Join the growing VIDA Community!
Choose from 1-6 bedroom apartments all with direct sea views

- r— 5 ‘ﬂ

Infinity pool | State-of-the-art gym | His/Hers sauna | Community room
Private Shul | Business lounge | 24 HR Doorman

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

© +1-917-697-3233 @ www.vidatowers.com [J] +972-58-500-5086



