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€ Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad: 4 Elul/Wed. night Aug. 27
7 Days After Molad: 8 Elul/ Sun. night Aug. 31
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 14 Elul/ Motzei Shabbat Sept. 6

o ‘ COVER IMAGE Photographed by Howie Mischel

We made Aliyah from Teaneck to Modiin in 2009, and feel very blessed that all of our
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren are now living in Medinat Yisrael. It has
always been very important to us to regularly travel this beloved land to deepen our
knowledge of our history here. We regularly visit the Galil and Golan, often together with
our family members. As we have learned, the Golan has around 30 ancient synagogues.
This picture was taken in the vicinity of Ein Keshatot, an incredibly scenic site, with views
to the Kinneret, and including the remains of a Jewish village and synagogue from the
Talmudic Period.
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CANDLE LIGHTING

Z'MANIM

AND HAVDALA TIMES

JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wednesday - Shabbat
August 27 - Sept 6 / 3 - 13 Elul
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Netanya 6:48 5:48 7:45 6:39 5:40 7:36 Plag Mincha 5:47-5:37
Be'er Sheva 6:47 5:47 7:44 6:39 5:40 7:35 Sunset (Including Elevation) 7:13-7:00
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eymour J. rams e rtho-
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T Bathavrden | 6:40 5:46 7:08 6:31 538 734\t ot i maonranel
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OU Israel | Chaim Pelzner, Director of Programs,
All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities; %iialtsiiil (‘)URfSl:gélsf"gasgfghgg?tg:’)l J"Zrta..r

40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa) Dean, Avrom Silver Jerusalem College for Adults

. 7 Hartum Street, Jerusalem, 9777507
Daf Yomi: Avodah Zarah 73 phone: (02) 560 9100 | fax: (02) 561-7432
email: office@ouisrael.org

OU Kashrut  NCSY # Jewish Action # JLIC ¢ NJCD / Yachad / Our Way & OU West ~ Website: www.ouisrael.org
0] BEIHODOX Coast ® OU Press ¢ Synagogue/Community Services ¢ OU Advocacy ¢ OU Israel  Founders and initial benefactors of the OU Israel

ety .
”713:‘52 MITCHEL R. AEDER, PRESIDENT OF THE ORTHODOX UNION Yehuda Neuberger, ~ Center: George and lise Falk a"h
nhancing Jewish Lif , ) -°

9 Chairman of the Board, Orthodox Union | Dr. Josh Penn, OU Kashrus Commission
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EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT & CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, Exec. V.P. Emeritus projects of OU Israel are assisted i Iy
OU KOSHER: Rabbi Menachem Genack, CEO/Rabbinic Administrator OU Kosher | Rabbi Moshe Elefant, by grants from THE JERUSALEM e 4V !,!
COO/Executive Rabbinic Coordinator ISRAEL: Rabbi Yissachar Dov Krakowski, Rabbinic Administrator | MUNICIPALITY
Rabbi Ezra Friedman, The Gustave and Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education/ Deputy Rabbinic Administrator
Headquarters: 40 Rector St. 4th floor, New York, NY 10006 ¢ 212-563-4000 ¢ website: www.ou.org OU lIsrael, Torah Tidbits does not endorse the political or
halachic positions of its editor, columnists or advertisers, nor
To ’- a Editor: Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider | aarong@ouisrael.org guarantee the quality of advertised services or products. Nor
Advertising: Ita Rochel 02-5609125 | ttads@ouisrael.org do we endorse the kashrut of hotels, restaurants, caterers or
Ti-d b. Editor Emeritus: Phil Chernofsky food products that are advertised in TT (except, of course,
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

One of the best things about working for the
OU is that every day is really an adventure.
There are so many incredible things that OU
Israel is doing in so many different fields that
it’s just exciting to come in to work. In a single
day, you might meet with a company seeking
kashrut from the OU, join a marketing discus-
sion about Torah Tidbits or the many events
we bring to communities, help organize edu-
cational programs for older olim followed by
a separate program for younger olim, sit with
municipal leaders to strengthen support for
at-risk youth through our teen centers, develop
summer programs coming to Israel, visit a fac-
tory, meet with a politician or city mayor, and
collaborate with our diverse organizational

Please join us for a
Shiur in memory of

DANNY
FREI ny’p

Wednesday evening
September 3¢ at 7:30pm

to be given by
Rabbi Shalom Rosner

Four Types of Teshuva

Beit Knesset
Shimon HaTzadik
4 Ben Baba Street, San Simon
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partners, each moment reminding me how
meaningful and full of purpose this work
truly is.

That’s a typical day for someone in the OU
Israel administration. I am so lucky to have
so much variety and interesting things to do.
Shabbat, for me, is finally the time for me to
be with my family, to spend time with Shab-
bat guests, and explain what is going on, what
we’ve accomplished, and the good that is being
done in Israel.

I remember how about three years ago, after
Pesach break, schools had started up again
for the younger ones, but it was still “bein
hazmanim” for my older boys. Two of my older
sons asked me if I could do something with
them during the week. I told them how much
I wanted to take a vacation day from work on
such-and-such day to do something with them,
but it happens to be that day I can’t because I
am going to Beit She’an for the OU, to the Of
Tov factory, a chicken factory.

My boys heard that, and immediately said,
“Great! We’ll come with you.” I said, “What are
you going to do in the chicken factory?” They
said, “We’ll learn a ton! We’ll see how shechita
is done, and how they make deli meats and
schnitzel.” I explained to them that a slaugh-
terhouse is not exactly the most pristine place
in the world. It smells terrible. It’s bloody. It’s
got lots of dead chickens. And we would have
to leave early in the morning to make it there.

They would not be deterred. “Fine with us,”
they said. So I called up the rabbi in charge of
the shechita, a tremendous talmid chacham and
a dear friend, Rav Yom Tov Turk. And I asked



Rav Yom Tov, “Is it okay if I bring my
boys?” He told me, “The law here is that
you can’t bring anybody under the age
of 18, but as long as they’re above 18,
b’simcha rabah, I'll be happy to show
them around.”

I told Rav Yom Tov that I had two
goals for this visit. The first was that
my children should understand the
halachic side of kashrut and shechita.
The Of Tov factory has had the OU hash-
gacha on their products for many decades now,
and Rav Yom Tov works with OU Israel’s Rabbi
Yissachar Dov Krakowski and the rest of the
kashrut team on a regular basis to make sure
that it is all up to OU standards. So I wanted him
to show my children the high level of kashrut
they have there. The second goal was to really
show my children up close how the hot dogs
are made - maybe they’ll stop liking hot dogs
so much!

So we came, and they had a great time in
the factory. They were not bothered by the
smell or the blood. They saw the standards
of hygiene at the factory, with the Misrad
HaBriut there, with different veterinarians
present, and how everything is cleaned and the
standards are really top-notch. Nevertheless, a
slaughterhouse gets messy. Yet they came away
extremely impressed with what they saw and
I could see that they really learned a tremen-
dous amount. First, they had a good hour of
sitting with Rav Yom Tov, talking through all
the different halachot of shechita, going through
the Shulchan Aruch and many commentaries,
how we pasken this way and that. But seeing
it happen in real life, the halacha jumping off
the page and seeing the law being actualized
in front of them, was obviously very impactful.

When we finished the factory, the first thing
my children did was to go to the factory store

and buy fresh OU-certified hot dogs. I guess the
tour didn’t change their minds. Well, clearly,
at least I accomplished one of two goals I set
out to do.

My other sons who couldn’t come because
they weren’t 18 at the time heard all about it
when we got home, and they so badly wanted
to come too. So at the beginning of this summer,
I told them that at some point in the summer,
I'would take them to the Of Tov factory. Once
again I called Rav Yom Tov, who said, “B’sim-
cha rabba! Not only that, this time you’re also
going to see Rav Shlomo Rosenfeld, the rabbi
for the area for the Rabbanut, as well as Rav
Azriel Auerbach, the grandson of the famed
Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, the other rabbi
giving certification in the factory.” So that was
exciting.

Once again my kids woke up early, and we

In loving memory of

Eliezer (Larry) Yellin 21

91 9732 0N 02N 12 NWONR
on his second Yahrtzeit - 919N 'n

May the Torah learned
from this issue be in his merit

The Yellin and Weingarten families
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went on a tour at the factory. It definitely lived
up to the hype that my older kids gave it. They
were fascinated by how the machinery works
and how advanced it is and how it is hardly
touched by human hands. They saw the slicing
machine that takes a whole chicken and creates
pargiyot, schnitzel meat, wings, and so on. They
couldn’t get enough of it. Like their brothers
before them, they had the opportunity to both
learn halacha and see its real life applied prac-
tice. That is so important educationally. Being
able to bring halacha to life gets people excited
about what halacha is and how relevant it is
to our lives.

Let me take the opportunity to thank the
head rabbis and the head shochet, Rav Yom Tov,
and to express my deep gratitude to the hun-
dreds of shochtim, mashgichim, and mefakchim
working tirelessly in chicken and food factories
across the country. These dedicated individuals,
often unseen, ensure that every product meets
OU kashrut specifications, allowing us to have
meals for Shabbat, weddings, Bar Mitzvas, and
every occasion. And beyond Israel, I extend
heartfelt thanks to our OU mashgichim around
the world, serving in 120 countries, in 15,000
factories, and supervising 1.5 million products,
faithfully upholding the highest standards of
kashrut for our communities everywhere.

Last week I showed my deep respects and
appreciation to Rabbi Berel Wein, ztl, for his
role at OU Kosher in America. I received a lot

Dedicated L’iluy Nishmat
27’ Na 0N
vy 73y P
MIRIAM RICH a’n

whose 17 Yahrtzeit is on %19 "

of messages afterwards about all those who
were also involved in OU Kosher and helped
create such an important Kashrut agency in
the world, both before and after him in the 102
years that OU Kosher has existed. And they are
exactly right. So let me take the opportunity
now to thank everyone who was involved in OU
Kosher and helped to make it what it is today.
Not only Rabbi Genack and Rabbi Elephant,
who are the heads of OU Kosher today along
with the Poskim of the OU today; Rav Shech-
ter, Rav Yehoshua Weiss, and Rav Mordechai
Gross and all those who came before them,
that have worked so hard and done so much
to make sure OU Kosher is transparent, honest,
and completely community-oriented (with its
profits going right back into OU programming
for communities).

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

e

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

._R BROTHERS
—o="or MOVING CO.
; ¥ 3 -

.a-l“"__-'

THE STRONGEST... THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care
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Keren Malki empowers .
families of children
with special needs in -
- Israel to choose home

care. Donations a
tax-approved in Isra
~ US and UK.

Honoring the memory of

Malka Chana Roth 1"'71

- @ kerenmalki.org
 ®02-567-0602

Sbarro bombing.

1985-2001, killed in the ;

Lenny Pavidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congressecs &
Tours in Israel

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LDevents.com
O054-557-2101
Lenny@LPEvents.com

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilied
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

%’
._. E
L

TRUE WHOLESALER FROM THE DIAMOND
BOURSA WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MEMBER DIAMOND DEALERS CLUB

ENGAGEMENT RINGS * STUD EARRINGS
PENDANTS * TENNIS BRACELETS

® 050-573-9061 @ jeffmor36@gmail.com
© www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

Polarair‘ PR

R EShbH %um

u
w

Sales & lnstai:tibn of

polarairbiz@gmail.com | @ ¢ 052-240-5063
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OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

ORTHODOX
J UNION i3
Enhancing Jewish Life

N8N PR NNOND)
Where Will
Wisdom be Found?

If a coin were to be minted to commemorate
Rabbi Berel Wein, zt”], it would be a version
of the Avraham Avinu coin described in the
Talmud (Bava Kamma 97b), with an elderly
couple engraved on one side and a boy and girl
on the other, celebrating his unique blending
of the qualities of youth and older age.

Rabbi Wein was forever young, creatively
and meaningfully engaged until his last days,
reinventing himself to embark on entirely new
missions and directions at an age when most
people take a step back. In another sense, how-
ever, Rabbi Wein, from the first years that his
unique voice began to be broadcast across the
Jewish world, always spoke with the wisdom
and authority of age and experience, sharing
insights and perspective that cut to the heart
of our most serious challenges.

For Rent: Talbieh, Washington Street
Spacious and bright luxury apartment, originally 4 rooms
converted into 3, includes master bedroom with 2 bathrooms,
high-end kiichen, terrace,
sukkah, private parking, **
24/7 security guard, ideal
location, fully furnished '
and equipped with all
appliances. Price: $5000

Jack Renassia | 0522745610 | Jrenassia@yahoofr
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Why does the Torah to refer to a wise person
as a zakein (elder)?

The elderly deserve respect because they
possess the wisdom of experience (Kiddushin
33a). They have seen this movie before, and
they know how it will end. History repeats
itself and the wise learn its lessons, maasei
avot siman I’banim. Rabbi Wein’s command
of history enabled him to draw on a rich
repository of previous lifetimes to observe and
analyze current events considering historical
experience. He was as old as the Jewish people.

Rabbi Wein would often invoke Rabbi
Yehuda Hanasi who attributed whatever
advantages he had over his contemporaries
to the exposure he had to Rabbi Meir (Eruvin
13b). In the same way, Rabbi Wein’s voice
seemed to emanate from the past as he pro-
jected the perspectives of the wide range of
outstanding mentors and personalities he
had known and pursued. As noted by the
Chazon Ish (Bava Kamma 11:20), “while the
generations tend to become smaller, one who
is enriched by knowledge of the experiences of
earlier generations is endowed with an extra
measure of wisdom and holiness.”

But Rabbi Wein’s most enlightening quality
was the clarity of his convictions, his readiness



to cut through shallow expectations and
slogans and focus instead on that which is
real and important, drilling down on gen-
uine Torah values. From his relative youth
he personified what the Maharal of Prague
considered the ultimate wisdom of the aged
who, having seen it all and moved past it, can
distinguish between the narishkeiten (literally
the folly of youth) and what ultimately matters.

The day following his passing I received a
note from a friend who was a lifelong student
of Rabbi Wein, having been a part of his shul
and yeshiva. He wrote about how difficult it
was for him to read the blurbs describing his
rebbe as an inspiring orator, a great historian,
and a prolific writer. While that was all true, it
failed to convey what he meant to those whose
lives he shaped, providing them with Torah
values, genuine fear of Heaven (“un vos zohgt
G-tt?!1”), the sense of privilege and purpose in
being part of and serving the Jewish people,
and a compass with which to navigate our
terribly confusing times.

In our parsha (Devarim 14:1) we are told
Banim A’tem la’Hashem Elokeichem, that we
are children of G-d. Rashi elsewhere (Devarim
6:7) explains that the verse is not referring
to G-d’s role as a parent/creator but as the
teacher of the Jewish people. While all people
are created by G-d, it is specifically the Jews
who are called His children because only we
stood at Sinai and became His students, shaped
by the Torah that He taught us.

We all loved Rabbi Wein and we all enjoyed
learning from him, but ironically - because
he was so interesting and entertaining - we
failed to absorb the wisdom and urgency of his
messages. Other than his closest students, we
did not allow ourselves to be shaped by him.

Truly a loss.

Yehi zichro baruch. m

There has never

been a better time
to purchase a property
in Ashkelon, call us

to find out why.

We have the largest selection of
sea-view properties for sale or rent at

the most advantageous pricest

0OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

snoves SOMATIC MOVEMENT PRACTIGES

iy Integrating,
with
THERAPEUTIC BERAIN TECHNOLOGIES

SOMATICWELL therapies enhance
neure-plasticity & regulate the aulonomic nenous
system, for greater phvsrcc:l and mental
well~-baing.

THERAPIES

SomaticWellness Coaching

LotuswWweai Flawer =
Photobiomodulation

[P
wEalioms fAw
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Claim Your U.S. Tax Refund in Shekels
Fast, Simple & at Great Rates

David Lonn of American Tax Services is partnering with Jerome Marks of Sapphire FX
to provide a simple, hassle-free way to transfer your tax refund into sheksls.

David Lonn Jerome Marks

U5 Accountant Currency Exchonge Specialist

CLARM YOUR REFUNT
STP00 PER CHILD TA
$1000 PLA YLAR

FEEING STRESSED ABOUT THE STATE OF THE WORLD?
IS ALL THAT WORRY IMPACTING YOUR IBD, IBS OR GASTROPARESIS?
TIME TO REGAIN CONTROL. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

DON'T:
2 Try another restrictive diet
 Rely solely on medication
2 Take more probiotics and gut supplements
. Accept “this is Just how it is™

There's a MUCH better way to manage what's really going on by addressing the root cause —
the brain’s emergency response system.

You see..when the brain is stuck in fight-or-flight, it constantly releases stress hormones.
Mo matter how clean the diet or how many medications are taken, the body stays in a reactive state —
and symptoms persist. And if this isn't addressed, long-term relief stays out of reach.
So people with IBD, 1BS and gastroparesis often stay stuck in a painful cycle of flare-ups, fatigue, and frustration.
But the good news is...calming the brain's emergency response system is actually pretty simple..IF you have the right system.

This program is for adults with 1BD, IBS and gastroparesis who are ready to discover the real root cause of their lingering
symptoms, and want to:

Regain their energy  Feelin control of their body again  Stop planning life around the nearest bathroom.
Reconnect with joy, travel, and relationships without anxiety
Watch my free webinar at https://drmarciereiss.com/register

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! REACH OUT TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!
DRMARCIREISS@GMAIL.COM
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< B SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF

sl v
Prime Location in the German Colony epelr ot thed 100t

HaTzfira Street > Licensed sealer
A boutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within > 23 years of experience
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience > Warranty on every job
inone of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods. " i ; T
Highlights Include: < Spacious 3 and 4-room apartments, all hLﬁIZ?:; ,:;; zére'satr:%trﬁ; a?':l
with Sukkah balconies and storage « A luxurious penthouse with repairing roof tiles, constructing and
nice space and terraces.  Private parking and high finishes. repairing dr. ainpipés, sealing balconies,
* Ideally located close to cafes, shops, and cultural attractions. basements and pools.

Our company uses only Sli-certified
approved by Ministry of Health.

Among our clients: the Jerusalem
municipality, Bezeq, Ben Gurion Airporl,
house committees and more.

visit and consultation - no strings attached

FAIREST PRICE GUARANTEED!

Email gagotshlomo@gmail.com g

For more details, please contact 3hlomo:1050;266;9766
Trust Real Estate Smadar - 050-3114040 Office: 052-774-3343
p EYE'7Z & ool iR
L o O f ) TR e
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~  MULTIFOCAL

Comprehensive exams by professional optometrists
Highest level of care and personalized attention
Contact Lens experts

Wide selection of designer frames

MACCABI and MEUCHEDET benefits
STORE LOCATIONS:

. _ Beit HaNatziv,
SCHEDULE TODAY 02-674-3888 Derech Hevron 101A

Talpiot/Arnona

“l have never had an exam as thorough as the

one | had at Eye World. Highly recommended!” Ramat. Eshkol
Shopping Center
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”’h
77y 1090 1Y% 1IIR N2 NOYD N
Mother of Reuven Tradburks

| PARSHAT SHOFTIM

Parshat Shoftim has 41 mitzvot and is the 2nd
of 3 parshiot that have a total of 170 mitzvot.

The 3 parshiot of Re’eh, Shoftim and Ki Teitzei
are nation building; they express the vision of
the society we are to build in the Land of Israel.
Itis not narrative; it is legislation.

And what type of society do we want to build?

Well, man was created in the image of G-d.
The society we are to build is an expression
of the image of G-d. What He is, we too are.
Kind of. The society we build is a “G-d’s Image”
society. Albeit with a dash of humility.

He is: One, Merciful, Judge, King, Revealer,
All Powerful, All Knowing.

We began last week in Re’eh with His being
One. First thing is monotheism and uprooting
of idols. He is One, reflected here on earth. He
is Merciful, Kind, Generous. We in our society
will take care of the needy in canceling loans
in Shemita and in the generosity inherent in
Maaser Sheni. Ethical monotheism is the first
pillar in the “G-d’s Image” society.

Our parsha, Shoftim, is the building of

Condolences to
Gedaliah Kenig and family
on he passing of his

FATHER 27

DY 118 19N INY IN2 DINN DN DIPHN
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national institutions: the judiciary, the executive
and the legislature, including courts, the king,
prophets and proper conduct of war. And their
checks and balances.

He is Judge, King, Revealer to man and All

Powerful. Our institutions of courts, monarchy,
prophet express on earth His attributes; we,
created in His Image, act on earth in the way
He does.
"/‘ 1ST ALIYA (DEVARIM 16:18-17:13)
2 0 ~ Courts: Establish courts and be
vigilant in fairness; do not show
favoritism or accept bribes for they blur good
judgment. Do not plant a tree next to the altar,
nor establish a stone monument, nor offer
blemished sacrifices. If one is found to worship
idols, examine the case carefully in court: guilt
must be established through the testimony of
witnesses. If established to be true, put that
person to death and remove evil from your
midst. Should a ruling be elusive, refer it to
the higher court; its decision is binding. Do not
deviate from its ruling.

Judiciary: The Torah has 2 parshiot that deal
with law: Mishpatim and Shoftim. Mishpatim is
substantive law, the substance of the law in all
sorts of areas of conflict. Shoftim is procedural
law; how justice is to be meted out.

Our pursuit of justice on earth is an expres-
sion of our image of G-d, the true Judge. We do
what He does. However, there is an inherent
danger in acting as He. We need to be careful
to remember — we are but in His Image. We
are not the true Judge. He is.

Perhaps this is the motivation of the checks
and balances we will see in each of these

([~



national institutions; reins on our overstep.
The Torah emphasizes the rules of testimony
and procedure. If you require two eye witnesses
to convict, convictions are shrunk. This could
be to impress upon man that although courts
are necessary for society, judging our fellow
man is not really our business. True Justice
belongs but to G-d. Hence, your ability to con-
vict is shrunken, lest you see yourself as the
True Judge.

"/" 2ND ALIYA (17:14-20)
‘7‘\0} King: When settled in the Land,

appoint a Jewish king. He may not
accumulate excessive horses, nor too many
wives, nor silver and gold. He shall have his
own Torah with him at all times in order to
avoid self-aggrandizement and to ensure alle-
giance to the mitzvoth.

Executive Branch: In the same breath that
we are told to appoint a king, the Torah saddles
him with restrictions. Not too many horses,
meaning military power. Not too many wives;
sexual license is often the consequence of excess
power. And limit possessions, another license
of power. The tempering of the power of the
king is to temper both his abuse of power and
his inflated self-image.

Unbridled power of the king could easily
leave little room for the King of Kings. You, man,
are a little king. He is the real King. While the
crown may sit on your head, know that above
that head is the real King of Kings.

K 3RD ALIYA (18:1-5)
ﬁ Kohen, Levi: The tribe of Levi,

including Kohanim, shall not have
a portion in the land of Israel for the holy ser-
vice is their lot. The Kohen, who serves G-d,
shall be given portions of animals, produce
and shearing.

Alongside Judges and Kings, the judiciary
and the executive are the religious leaders,

Kohanim and Leviim. These religious leaders
are supported by a type of tax on the people.
But with limits. The power of the Judges to
convict is limited. The power of the Kings is
limited to avoid abuse. Religious leaders are
also prone to abuse of power, using religious
leverage to accumulate wealth. Hence, no land.
Only these portions. It is not what is given to
support the Kohanim and Leviim; it is what is
not. Every society supports its religious lead-
ers. But make sure the power that comes with
high religious office not be abused. You get
support; but only this, not more.

Religious leaders must serve G-d and the
people; they are supported albeit with modesty.

R 4TH ALIYA (18:6-12)
%‘ The Levi is permitted to serve in
4

the Temple whenever he chooses.
Sorcery: Avoid the practices of the people in the
land, such as child sacrifice, divination, omens,
sorcery, communicating with the dead. Your
allegiance is to G-d.

One of the attributes of the Divine is omni-
science; He Knows all. Man has knowledge; but
man’s knowledge falls far short of the Divine.
We, oh how we wish we could know more,
see beyond our limitations, have access to the
secrets of the world. It is tempting to run, in the
pursuit of accessing the secrets of the world to
sorcery and divination.

That’s not for you. Stay away. The Torah
requires powerful restraint. That is not our
source of knowledge. As the next aliya outlines,
our source of truth is G-d through the prophet.

Condolences to
the family and friends of

Zev Blumenfrucht 21
on his passing
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"/‘ 5TH ALIYA (18:13-19:13)
R 3 Prophet: While the people in the
k\" P peop

Land seek wisdom through magical
techniques, you seek yours through G-d Him-
self. Because you said at Sinai that you did not
want to hear His voice directly you have the
Prophet to convey G-d’s directives. Heed the
words of the prophet, though not of the false
prophet. The true prophet’s predictions come
true: not so for the false prophet. Prepare 3
cities on the east bank of the Jordan and 3
cities in the Land of Israel as refuge for the
accidental murderer. He is not subject to the
death penalty. Innocent blood ought not be
spilled in the Land.

Our parsha has outlined the judiciary, the
judges and the executive, the king. The leg-
islature, the branch that creates the laws, is
trickier; the source of our laws is G-d, related
through the prophet. The prophet is a mere
conduit. Unlike the judge and king who act in
this world in the image of the true Judge and
King, the prophet acts as the messenger to man
to communicate the Divine legislation.
"/‘ 6TH ALIYA (19:14-20:9)
vk\" Do not encroach over the borders

: of your property. Testimony: One
witness is insufficient in court. Conniving
witnesses who intend harm through their
testimony shall themselves receive the harm
they intended. War: Do not be afraid of the
enemy in war, for G-d champions your battles.
A specially appointed Kohen shall encourage
the soldiers. In addition, he shall exempt some

In honor of
our 21* Aliya anniversary

And in memory of my husband
ISAAC BOTBOL 7”1

Rachel Botbol and family
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of the soldiers: those who have a new home, a
new vineyard, a betrothed wife, or are afraid.
These shall not demoralize the other soldiers.

The protection of his people through the con-
duct of war is one of the primary functions of
the executive, the King. As we say in Az Yashir,
the song at the sea, “G-d is the conductor of
battle”. As He is a warrior, so too we, in our
“G-d’s Image” society need to fight wars. Some
laws of war are outlined.

And in addressing the inherent danger of
military men to assume military success is due
to their great prowess, the Kohen is instructed
to be present in war. The Kohen’s presence
reminds the soldiers that they are G-d’s army.
He fights their battles, while they fight down
here on earth.

"/‘ 7TH ALIYA (20:10-21:9)
7% 2 In approaching war, try peace
k\" pp g YP

first. But if refused, fight the war to
the end, lest those who survive lead you astray.
Do not destroy fruit trees while laying siege to a
city. When a body is found dead in the field, the
nearest city shall perform a ceremony declaring
them not responsible for this death. The Land
need be cleansed of innocent blood.

After the laws of war, the Torah circles back
to one lone body found dead in the field. And
the need to cleanse both the leadership and
the land of this innocent blood.

This too is a kind of check and balance on
the military. Oh, don’t think we have low
regard for life. Loss of innocent life defiles the
Land - and us. Embark on war with sobriety.
While not pacifists who desist from all war,
we will conduct a sober war. After all, we
are creating a human society reflecting the
image of G-d. But all mankind is in His image.
Death in battle is sometimes necessary, but
regrettable nonetheless. For all are created
in His Image. m
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I begin this column with two distinct goals in
mind. On the one hand, I want to familiarize
you with the complexity of a brief verse in this
week’s Torah portion, Shoftim (Deuteronomy
16:18-21:9).

On the other hand, my second goal is to intro-
duce you to the use a rabbi made of this verse in
a sermon to his Brooklyn congregation long ago.

I refer to chapter 18, verse 13, a mere five
words long in Hebrew: Tamim tihyeh im
HaShem Elokecha. How to translate this sig-
nificant teaching, particularly the word tamim,
has tantalized experts throughout the ages and
across the spectrum of Bible readers. Here are
some sample translations:

First, two Jewish samples: one reads, “You
must be wholehearted with the Lord your God.”
Another reads, “You must be wholly loyal to the
Lord your God.”

A standard but non-Jewish translation ren-
ders it, “You shall be blameless before the Lord

Condolences to
Ariella Friedman and family
on the passing of her husband

Simcha 271
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
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your God”.

My preferred translation, although admit-
tedly not perfect, is that of Rabbi J.H. Hertz,
a former Chief Rabbi of the British Empire:
“Thou shalt be whole-hearted with the Lord
your God.” But at the

His translation differs slightly from the first
Jewish sample quoted above. Note especially
that besides the use of the archaic “Thou shalt”
and the hyphen in “whole-hearted”, Rabbi
Hertz correctly insists upon “with the Lord”
rather than “to the Lord”, indicating compan-
ionship with the Lord rather than subservience
to Him.

Rabbi Hertz provides us an additional
benefit. He includes in his notes the com-
ments of Rashi on this verse: “Walk with him
whole-heartedly and hope in Him. Pry not
into the veiled future but accept whatever
befalls you. Then you will be His people and
His portion.”

There is a subtle, but fundamental, difference
between the translations just presented and
Rashi’s conception of the meaning of the verse.
The issue at hand is the meaning of the word
tamim, a word which has had a colorful history.

In modern Hebrew usage, the words tam or
tamim or temimut imply simplemindedness,
innocence bordering upon ignorance, or per-
haps naiveté. One well known example of this
usage is the third son, the tam, in the Passover
Haggadah who comes across as a simpleton
who can only utter, “Mah zot?”, “What’s going
on?”

Another example is the term used by the



Talmud to describe an ox that’s been deemed
harmless. It is therefore labeled a tam, a naively
innocent creature.

Many assert that Rashi is defining tamim in
this sense. He wisely locates our verse in its
context in the preceding verses, 9-12. There we
find strict prohibitions against following hea-
then superstitions, black magic, fortune telling,
and the conviction that the stars irrevocably
determine our destiny.

Rather, as Rashi puts it, “we must trust in Him
and not inquire of soothsayers about what our
future holds in store. We must accept b’temimut,
with simplicity and confidence, ‘with the Lord’,
with Him and attached to Him.” There is a sense
of naiveté, a stance of stubborn refusal to submit
to the dark forecasts and fatalistic predictions
expounded by pagan cultures. “Ma zot?”, “What
gives with all this nonsense?” asks the tam!

The translations that I quoted earlier under-
stand tam and tamim very differently. They
base their translations upon the repeated usage
of those terms in the Bible. Noah is described
(Genesis 6:9) as a tamim; Abraham (Genesis
17:1) is asked to be tamim; Jacob in his youth
(Genesis 25-27) is an ish tam, a mature tam;
and Job (Job 1:1), is given the title tam v’yashar,
a sincere tam.

Professor Nechama Leibowitz describes the
link between these different heroes of the Bible
as a gesher, a bridge, between them, a com-
mon denominator. Ramban is one of the early
leaders of the chorus of commentators who
therefore define tam or tamim in accordance
with the Aramaic translation of Onkelos, who
uses the term shalem, complete, total commit-
ment. If [ had to render the verse in English
in accordance with this approach, I would
suggest, “Walk in complete devotion with the
Lord your God”.

So far I have outlined my first goal, to convey

24 Gershon Agron

usa# 5164675892, uki# 203

Cestorindex -

ining bald
e %ono\

nc
nte!

HASHAYAROT STREET OLD KATAMON

2,750,000 NIS FOR NEW 55 SQM 1BR
+10 SQM BALCONY, STORAGE COMPLETION 09\2027

EligE DANIEL BOUZAGLO  Sitige 2003
5 JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE '

the subtle complexity of the verse and the defi-
nition of tamim.

Now, on to my second goal.

For this, I must introduce you to an important
American rabbinic figure of the mid-twenti-
eth century, Rabbi Nisan Telushkin. He began
his rabbinic career in communist Russia. His
heroic leadership during that period are topics

May the Torah learned
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
be "y my father

o 728 12 YN
Moshe Goldstein o

on his 33" yahrzeit, 3 Elul

Harriet Goldstein - Mark
Grandsons, great-grandchildren
and great-great-grandchildren
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Ireserve for another opportunity. Fortunately,
he escaped Russia and came to America. He
assumed a pulpit there, in Brooklyn, and soon
faced new and different challenges which he
met with spiritual fervor and creative skill.

His congregation consisted of Jews who had
arrived in the United States as refugees early in
the twentieth century. Their Jewish awareness
rapidly eroded as they struggled to cope with
anew cultural and economic environment.

During my yeshiva years, I was personally
privileged to benefit from his tutelage and hala-
chic writings. His masterpiece, entitled Taharat
Mayim, remains a practical handbook for the
construction of mikvaot, ritual baths. I knew
him as a devout chasid, and erudite traditional
Talmudic scholar of the first rank. I proudly
received semicha from him.

Much later, I came across a three-volume col-
lection of his synagogue sermons. It is entitled
HaTorah V’HaOlam (“Torah and the World”).
It was published in 1958, and I discovered it
only after I began my own rabbinic career. I
continue to cherish it as a model of sermons to
inspire an audience with limited Jewish educa-
tion and Jewish observance. Please recognize
that these sermons were delivered in the years
prior to the Holocaust, during the Holocaust,
and just subsequent to the Holocaust. Orthodox
Judaism then was very different from what it
is now.

He was able to draw upon the verse we have
been discussing and the comments of Rashi
on that verse. His homiletic interpretation of
those texts markedly differs from the previous
discussion. He presents the verse as if it was
a message to his audience not to feel inade-
quate because they were religiously ignorant
or insufficiently observant. Tamim tihyeh meant
“be simple, do your best, be sincere with the
little knowledge you have and with the limited

18 TORAH TIDBITS 1627 / SHOFTIM

degree of observance of which you are capa-
ble.” These words of reassurance and encour-
agement struck home. They remain relevant
for those who are imperfect religiously but wish
to participate in synagogue life.

For those who are skeptical of this daring
homiletic display, Rabbi Telushkin validates
it with an array of sources from Psalms, the
Talmud and Midrash, and from Kabbalah.

One example is the Psalm 26:1: “Lord, vin-
dicate me for I have walked b’tumi (the same
root as tamim) in all innocence...”. The Midrash
known as Sifre remarks, “He who is a tam ranks
with King David.”

Another example is the statement of Rava
in Tractate Avodah Zara 19: “A person should
always study Torah, even if he will forget it all,
and even if he does not understand a word he
studied...”

Another statement is by Rabbi Akiva in
Mishnayot Eduyot 5:6: “Better to be taunted
by others as a dunce than to be considered an
outlaw by the Lord.”

And so forth. A brave man, this Rabbi
Telushkin, but one who reached the hearts
and souls of his congregants and kept them
close to Torah and engaged in good deeds. This
approach permeates all three volumes of his
remarkable attempt to meet the needs of his
people given their circumstances and the times
they lived in.
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Greatness is
Humility

There is a fascinating detail in the passage
about the king in this week’s parsha. The text
says:

“As he presides upon his royal throne, he
must inscribe a copy of this Torah for himself
upon a scroll, in the presences of the Levitical
priests. It must always be with him, and he
shall read from it all the days of his life, so
that he may learn to revere the Lord his God,
taking care to keep all the words of this com-
mandment and these decrees, not considering
himself superior to his people, or straying from
the commandments to the right or to the left.
Then he and his descendants will reign long
in the midst of Israel.” (Deut. 17:18)

He must “read it all the days of his life” so
that he will be God-fearing and never break
Torah law. But there is another reason also:
so that he will “not begin to feel superior to
his brethren” (Kaplan translation), “so that
his heart be not haughty over his brothers”
(Robert Alter). The king had to have humility.
The highest in the land should not feel himself
to be the highest in the land.

22 TORAH TIDBITS 1627 / SHOFTIM

This is hugely significant in terms of the
Jewish understanding of political leadership.
There are other commands directed specifically
to the king of Israel. He must not accumulate
horses so as not to establish trading links with
Egypt. He should not have too many wives for
“they will lead his heart astray.” He should not
accumulate wealth. These were all standing
temptations to a king. As we know, and as the
Sages pointed out, it was these three prohi-
bitions that Solomon, wisest of men, broke,
marking the beginning of the long slow slide
into corruption that marked much of the history
of the monarchy in ancient Israel. It led, after
his death, to the division of the kingdom.

But these were symptoms, not the cause. The
cause was the feeling on the part of the king
that, since he is above the people he is above
the law. As the rabbis said, Solomon justified
his breach of these prohibitions by saying:

The only reason that a king may not accumu-
late wives is that they will lead his heart astray,
so I will marry many wives and not let my heart
be led astray. And since the only reason not
to have many horses is not to establish links
with Egypt, I will have many horses but not do
business with Egypt. (Sanhedrin 21b)

In both cases he fell into the trap of which the
Torah had warned. Solomon’s wives did lead
his heart astray (1 Kings 11:3), and his horses



were imported from Egypt (I Kings 10:28-29).
The arrogance of power is its downfall. Hubris
leads to nemesis.

Hence the Torah’s insistence on humility, not
as a mere nicety, a good thing to have, but as
essential to the role. The king was to be treated
with the highest honour. In Jewish law, only
a king may not renounce the honour due to
his role. A parent may do so, so may a rav, so
may even a nasi, but not a king (Kiddushin
32a-b). Yet there is to be a complete contrast
between the external trappings of the king and
his inward emotions.

Maimonides is eloquent on the subject:

Just as the Torah grants him [the king] great
honour and obliges everyone to revere him,
so it commands him to be lowly and empty at
heart, as it says, ‘My heart is empty within me’
(Ps. 109:22). Nor should he treat Israel with
overbearing haughtiness, for it says, “So that his
heart be not haughty over his brothers” (Deut.
17:20). He should be gracious and merciful to the
small and the great, involving himself in their
good and welfare. He should protect the honour
of even the humblest of men. When he speaks
to the people as a community, he should speak
gently, as it says, “Listen my brothers and my
people....” (I Chronicles 28:2), and similarly, “If
today you will be a servant to these people...” (I
Kings 12:7). He should always conduct himself
with great humility. There was none greater than
Moses, our teacher. Yet he said: “What are we?
Your complaints are not against us” (Ex. 16:8).
He should bear the nation's difficulties, burdens,
complaints and anger as a nurse carries an
infant. (Maimonides, Laws of Kings 2:6)

The role-model is Moses, described in the
Torah as “very humble, more so than any
person on the face of the earth” (Num. 12:3).
“Humble” here does not mean diffident, meek,
self-abasing, timid, bashful, demure, or lacking
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in self-confidence. Moses was none of these. It
means honouring others and regarding them
as important, no less important than you are. It
does not mean holding yourself low; it means
holding other people high. It means roughly
what Ben Zoma meant when he said (Avot 4:1),
“Who is honoured? One who honours others.”

This led to one of the great rabbinic teachings,
contained in the siddur and said on Motzei
Shabbat:

Rabbi Yochanan said, “Wherever you find
the greatness of the Holy One, blessed be He,
there you find His humility.”

This is written in the Torah, repeated in the
Prophets, and stated a third time in the Writ-
ings. It is written in the Torah:

“For the Lord your God is God of gods and
Lord of lords, the great, mighty and awe-in-
spiring God, who shows no favouritism and
accepts no bribe.” (Deut. 10:17)

Immediately afterwards, as Megillah (31a)
notes, we read that God, “upholds the cause of
the orphan and widow, and loves the stranger,
giving him food and clothing...” (Deuteronomy
10:18). God cares for all regardless of rank, and
so must we, even a king, especially a king.
Greatness is humility.

In the context of the Diamond Jubilee of
Queen Elizabeth II%, there is a story worth
telling. It happened in St James’ Palace on 27
January 2005. As Chief Rabbi, I was invited
to join a group of Holocaust survivors, and
together we marked the sixtieth anniversary
of the liberation of Auschwitz. Punctuality,
said Louis XVIII of France, is the politeness of
kings. Royalty arrives on time and leaves on
time. So it is with the Queen, but not on this
occasion. When the time came for her to leave,

1. This essay was written by Rabbi Sacks in
the summer of 2012, at the time of the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee.
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she stayed. And stayed. One of her attendants
said he had never known her to linger so long
after her scheduled departure time.

The Queen gave each survivor - it was a large
group - her focussed, unhurried attention. She
stood with each until they had finished telling
their personal story. One after another, the
survivors were coming to me in a kind of
trance, saying, “Sixty years ago I did not know
whether I would be alive tomorrow, and here
I am today talking to the Queen.” It brought a
kind of blessed closure into deeply lacerated
lives. Sixty years earlier they had been treated,
in Germany, Austria, Poland, in fact in most of
Europe, as subhuman, yet now the Queen was
treating them as if each were a visiting Head of
State. That was humility: not holding yourself
low but holding others high. And where you
find humility, there you find greatness.

It is a lesson for each of us. Rabbi Shlomo of
Karlin said, Der grester yester hora is az mir
fargest az mi is ein ben melech, “The greatest
source of sin is to forget we are children of the
king.” We say Avinu Malkeinu, “Our Father, our
King.” It follows that we are all members of a
royal family and must act as if we are. And the
mark of royalty is humility.

The real honour is not the honour we receive
but the honour we give. m

”|

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling
Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography

—




NITZA BLVD. For Sale
Sea Opera: 3 bedroom apt. mamad, balcony. s.pool,
gym, doorman, shabbat lift.

3,800,000 NIS.

BRIGA BLUE-BAY Price reduction

New, upgraded, in the luxurious project above

elegant shopping strip, 4 br. 2.5 ba, sea view, 2
minutes from the beach. 9,500 NIS a month

Hamutal Fuchs
T ;.'J-E:L Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320996

Dr. Harry Weisman

Former Assist. Clinical
Professor of Medicine,
UCLA School of Medicine;

Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism

Weight loss Consultation

+972 53 472 2159

OU ISRAEL CENTER 25



)

-,
-

&

»

In Parshat Shoftim we encounter the direc-
tive to appoint a king. Many commentators are
troubled by Shmuel’s criticism of Am Yisrael
when they request a king, after all, isn’t it a
mitzva to anoint a king? Perhaps the issue there
was more with the impetus of the nation that
caused them to request a king — to be like the
other nations. If so, then what is the proper
motivation of appointing a king?

10

Dr. Aviva Stanislawski b
is inviting you to a “‘Ej A

Zoom lecture in English--free of charge

MUSICAL SOUL FOOD FOR
THE JEWISH NEW YEAR:

A multi-media presentation of the
inspiring music of the High Holidays
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 7, 2025
AT 19:00 ISRAEL TIME

Prior Registration is required
Scan QR code or

click on link
https://musicavivastl.minisite.ms/474
-
-
C

or
= 972529930185
. or email:

musicavivasi@gmail.com

Ok

26 TORAH TIDBITS 1627 / SHOFTIM

% RABBI SHALOM

RAV KEHILLA, NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
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Upon entering Eretz Yisrael, we are com-
manded to fulfil three mitzvot: (i) appointing
a king; (i) uprooting Amalek; and (iii) building
the Beit Hamikdash. It is interesting to note
that although we are commanded to carry out
these initiatives, they are all actually attributed
to Hashem. We recite in Az Yashir: 1010 0 wipn
77 - Hashem will build the Mikdash. Similarly,
the Torah states: pny 9oy nx nnnx nnn — Hashem
will eradicate Amalek.

Rav Kastiel (Siman L’banim), suggests that
perhaps this sheds light on the purpose of a
king. A king is not to “replace” God, but rather
to reflect Hashem’s presence. On a daily basis,
Hashem’s presence is not always apparent. We
do not witness supernatural miracles like the
splitting of the sea that leads us to declare 'n
V1 025 91> — that Hashem is the eternal king!

The recognition of a physical king should
remind us of the “king of kings” — 91351 o1
2. The king carries a Torah to exhibit that he
is subservient to a higher authority. Historically,
certain kings, like David Hamelech fulfilled
this mandate, especially through his writing
of Tehillim, where David Hamelech praises
Hashem’s dominion in the world. As human
beings, we are to recognize that a king reflects
the ultimate Creator. When a king recites the
amida he is to do so in a bent position to exhibit
that he is subservient to Hashem.

Rav Dessler (Michtav M’Eliyahu 5th vol)



inquires as to why it was necessary for Hashem
to utilize the parent-child model. Why is it
that children do not just rise from the dust,
like Adam? Rav Dessler suggests that through
the parental child relationship, one is able
to comprehend that there is a being that is
willing to invest so much in another. To care
for another in an altruistic manner. To wake
up in the middle of the night and feed a baby,
who is otherwise helpless and unable to care
for itself. That leads one to get an inkling of
an understanding of God’s mercy and com-
passion towards man. Similarly, witnessing a
king should lead one to better comprehend and
appreciate Hashem, with the understanding
that a king is subservient to a greater authority.

Today we are not privileged to appoint a king,
but we should seek to recognize God’s presence
even in the natural sphere. Especially during
the past year, when during challenging times,
we witnessed many miracles. May we be zoche
to fulfill all three initiatives and merit a geula
shlema b’'mehera b’yamenu!
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

Glorious
Gates

Our parashah opens with the injunc-
tion, “Shoftim ve’shotrim titen lecha bechol
she’arecha - You shall set up judges and law
enforcement officials for yourself in all your
gates [cities],” appropriately setting the stage
for the required focus during the months of
Elul and Tishrei. Although at first glance this
verse refers to establishing a workable judicial
system, many commentators understand that
there is a deeper message here for each of us.

The Tosher Rebbe in Avodat Avodah shares
the famous idea that the ‘gates’ can homileti-
cally be understood as one’s five senses - sight,
smell, touch, taste and hearing through which
we perceive and interact with the world around
us. We are being cautioned here to establish
personal boundaries and carefully monitor
that which enters our domain.

The forty days from Elul through Yom Kippur,
notes the Tosher Rebbe, parallels the forty days
it takes an embryo to form. This is a time when
one can improve and develop himself, reas-
sessing his priorities and values. It is an annual
opportunity to introspect and refine areas that
are lacking and set up one’s individual §udges’
and ‘officers’ to ensure that the changes one
makes are genuine and lasting.

The Slonimer Rebbe zt”] in Netivot Shalom
interprets the ‘gates’ to be the month of Elul, the
portal through which we enter the new year.
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Just as we employ the last day of the month,
Yom Kippur Katan, to prepare ourselves to
begin a new month and we spend the end of
the week, Friday, to prepare for Shabbat, the
way we capitalize on the opportunities Elul
affords, will determine the quality and spirit
of the new year ahead.

Further, the Rebbe points out that the meta-
phoric §judges’ and ‘officers’ we establish, act to
assure us that we will be continuously reminded
that Hashem is our G-d, intimately connected to
every detail we experience. At the beginning of
the Shulchan Aruch, the Rema quotes the Ram-
bam (Moreh Nevuchim) enjoining each person to
live with the constant awareness that Hashem’s
Presence fills the earth. Our goal is to be mindful
of this reality and demonstrate it through all our
thoughts, speech and actions.

Thus, we have a clear direction moving for-
ward into Elul. Let us set up a personal system
of ‘checks and balances’ to clearly assess our
attitudes and actions. Let us be attentive to
the ultimate goal of building our relationship
with Hashem, “Ani le’dodi ve’dodi li”, seeking
out Hashem’s presence every moment in every
circumstance.
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Rav Shlomo Freifeld, zy’a, was a legendary
Rosh Yeshivah, builder of people and Torah,
master educator, was beloved for his simchas
ha-chayim, ‘joie de vivre’, happiness, positivity
and originality. A unique talmid chacham,
legendary educator, and larger-than-life per-
sonality, he enjoyed particularly close, honest
and personal relationships with his students.
Reb Shlomo founded Yeshivah Sh’or Yoshuv to
create opportunities for young men at differ-
ent stages of growth and development on the
path of mitzvah observance and learning. The
Rav focused on individuals, warmly inviting
each person into a haven of Torah. In this way,
he enabled countless talmidim and families
to unlock their latent spiritual potential and
strive for greatness in Yiddishkeit.

A talmid muvhak of Rav Yitzchak Hutner,
Reb Shlomo reflected his Rebbe’s regal,

Struggling to Sleep?

Too tired to work, learn or
iy 4 enjoy family?

Let's j[»'r ot

Call tocay for a free
15-n

consultation

wWww.otmot.com & %, 055-771-2144

32 TORAH TIDBITS 1627 / SHOFTIM

RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

Rabbinic presence, embodying kavod haTorah,
a deep respect for the trappings, garb and pos-
ture rooted in traditional Rabbinic appearance
and custom. This form of kavod was enriched
by his deep wisdom and charisma, and yet all
of this was balanced by his personal warmth
and down-to-earth approachability.

In a moment of thoughtful self-reflection, the
Rosh Yeshivah commented on his own journey
of growth. “At my bris milah, my father named
me Shlomo, yet my mother still preferred to
call me ‘Seymour’. Don’t let the hat and beard
fool you! I was ‘Seymour’, not Shlomo!” Rebbe
paused, letting the idea sink in. “But life is
evolution, not revolution; we have to work
consistently to tap more and more into the
unlimited potential of our names. And we
have to know that this mission is within our
reach.... Today, I am Shlomo.”

Following the mournful period of Bein
haMeitzarim and Tisha B’Av, over the course
of seven weeks we are granted the relief and
comfort of sheva d’nechemta, seven weekly
haftarah portions that deliver a message
of hope and optimism. The haftarah for
this week’s sedra, Parshas Shoftim, is from
Yeshayahu haNavi and includes this profound
verse:
99N 05 DIDNN XY NDNND IR¥N PTONA KD D
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“For not in haste shall you go forth and not
in a flurry of flight shall you go,

For Hashem is marching before you, and
the God of Israel is your rear guard.” (52:12)

In contradistinction to our exodus from



Mitzrayim, which happened with great
haste (owan nxy yona »s, Devarim, 16:3), our
haftarah foretells that the final Geulah will
be different: wxn prona xv, “You will not go out
in haste.” When it came to leaving Egypt, we
were mired in the lowest depths of impurity,
and had we stayed a moment longer we would
have passed the point of no return. Therefore,
we needed to be removed in a flash, and with
many miracles. The final redemption how-
ever, is unfolding stage after stage, “marching”
forward step by step, slowly and deliberately.

Rav Yaakov Bender, shlit’a, a master edu-
cator and Rosh Yeshivah of Darchei Torah in
Far Rockaway, refers to a beautiful teaching
of the Maharal examining the different modes
of redemption. While filled with great illumi-
nation, miracles and excitement, Geulas Mitz-
rayim happened in an instant, and like a flash
of lightning, the freedom we experienced did
not last. On the other hand, Am Yisrael always
remembers this Exodus and we draw strength
from it while traversing the purification and
suffering of galus on the way to complete
Geulah. The final, eternal Geulah will be the
culmination of a lengthy process, and that is
why its freedom will be everlasting.

This week’s haftarah is also another step
on the seven-runged ladder upon which we
ascend toward Rosh Hashanah. Its message,
as well as the inspiration and insight of these
seven weeks, prepares us for the upcoming
‘season’ of teshuvah and subsequent Yamim
Nora’im. With the onset of Chodesh Elul, our
focus is on ‘beginning again’, returning to
our highest aspirations and our true selves.
It is a process of both discovery and recovery.
Perhaps even more accurately, teshuvah is
‘uncovery’ — revealing who we really are by
working through layers of kelipah and inner
galus, slowly peeling off the coverings that

Educated
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separate us from knowledge of who we are,
and from the righteous action that flows from
this authentic identity.

Teshuvah is pona x, not done in haste; it
does not demand a sudden change of lifestyle,
but a deliberate, sustained change of direc-
tion. It takes steady repetition of the decision
to steer toward our spiritually healthy base-
line. It is a journey of restoration made of
countless small steps, baderech.

As the great Rosh Yeshivah previously
known as ‘Seymour’ taught, ‘Teshuvah is
evolution, not revolution’ — and it is within
our reach. m
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OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

This week, on Rosh Chodesh Elul, Am Yisrael
commemorated the fifth Yahrzeit of a Torah
giant—my Rebbe and teacher, Hagaon Harav
Zalman Nechemia Goldberg zt”1.

During his lifetime, the Rav delivered thou-
sands of in-depth shiurim across the spectrum
of the religious world. He was blessed with an
extraordinary intellect and a profound capacity
for Torah knowledge. He taught in dozens of
‘yeshivot and kollelim, regardless of political
affiliation, number of participants, or scho-
lastic level. All of this stemmed from the Rav’s
remarkable piety. His humility was unparal-
leled—he consistently distanced himself from
any form of honor or recognition. He treated

&

The author in his yeshiva days with Hagaon
Harav Zalman Nechemia Goldberg zt']
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everyone around him as an equal and cher-
ished every insight in Torah, no matter who
it came from. In his memory, this article will
explore one aspect of Rav Zalman Nechemia’s
teachings, specifically related to kashrut.

Our Sages instituted numerous laws regard-
ing food and drink based on the concept of
sakanah—potential danger. These dangers
typically relate to health risks that could arise
from not adhering to certain practices.

One well-known example is the halacha prohib-
iting the consumption of meat and fish together.
Although there is no explicit biblical source for
this prohibition, our Sages had a tradition to avoid
mixing or consuming them together. Even today,
when no clear health risk is evident, we continue
to refrain based on the halachic principle that
once a decree is made, it remains in force unless
formally annulled by a Sanhedrin.

A similar halacha tied to sakanah involves
the laws of giluy (uncovered beverages). The
Gemara (Avodah Zarah 30a) discusses the
prohibition against drinking beverages left
uncovered and unattended, due to concerns
that venomous creatures—such as snakes or
scorpions—might drink from them and leave



The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

behind poison. Tosafot (Avodah Zarah 35a)
writes that in the countries where they lived,
this concern did not apply, and therefore, such
beverages were permitted. The Shulchan Aruch
(YD 116:1) rules accordingly: one may drink a
beverage that was left uncovered if the local
context poses no danger.

This raises a critical question:

Why do the laws of giluy change based on time
and place, while the prohibition of mixing meat
and fish does not? Generally, rabbinic decrees
and any Torah law remains fixed and unchange-
able, even if their original reasoning no longer
applies—unless changed by a Sanhedrin.

Rav Zalman Nechemia provided a brilliant
explanation of this apparent inconsistency.
While it is true, as seen in the Gemara (Beitzah
5:a), that rabbinic decrees cannot be nullified
even if their original reasoning no longer
applies, our Sages themselves created catego-
ries within rabbinic legislation. In the case of
giluy, the prohibition was conditional from the
outset—its applicability was explicitly tied to the
presence of venomous creatures like snakes.
The halacha was never intended to be univer-
sally binding in all times and places. It was a
decree based on existing danger, not an abstract
principle. Rav Zalman Nechemia explained that
in many cases, the reason behind a decree sup-
ports it, but is not its essence. Therefore, even
when the logic no longer applies, the decree
stands. However, in cases where the reason is
the foundation of the law itself, the halacha can
change with changing circumstances.

Thus, the prohibition of mixing meat and fish

remains in effect regardless of current health
concerns, because the decree was made as a
binding rule independent of ongoing medical
reality. In contrast, the laws of giluy were inher-
ently conditional and subject to change.

Rav Zalman Nechemia expanded this idea
across various areas of halacha, showing that
not all decrees and rulings are equal in nature
or flexibility. A striking example involves the
laws of terefot (non-kosher due to fatal defects).

According to tradition, any kosher animal
that has a physical defect causing it to die within
12 months is not kosher. These defects are listed
in the Gemara and are considered laws handed
down from Moshe Rabbeinu at Har Sinai. The
Rambam rules that even if a doctor is certain
the animal will live, the halacha remains
fixed—we rely on the tradition.

However, when it comes to human terefot
(e.g., whether someone who kills a gravely ill
person is fully liable for murder), the Rambam
rules that the determination depends on med-
ical professionals of the time. This seems con-
tradictory—why trust modern medicine in one
case but not the other? Rav Zalman Nechemia

Ty

Service within 24 hours
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quotes Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinski in Responsa
Achiezer, who explains the distinction: The laws
of animal terefot are based on tradition, while
the laws of human terefot were not specified
in the Torah and were always intended to fol-
low contemporary medical knowledge.Once
again, we see a critical theme in Rav Zalman
Nechemia’s teachings:

When halachic rulings are founded on spe-
cific reasoning, and that reasoning is made
part of the decree, the halacha may evolve with
time and circumstance. But when the law is
rooted in tradition, even if it includes logical
explanations, it remains fixed.

While I was a talmid in Yeshivat Ohr Etzion, I
had the immense honor and privilege of driving
Rav Zalman Nechemia Goldberg to his weekly
shiurim. His vast Torah knowledge left a deep
and lasting impression on me and on all who
merited to learn from him. The Rav was a bea-
con of inspiration, teaching Torah to anyone
who wished to listen. His dedication and love
for Torah impacted the lives of thousands of
talmidim. From this Torah giant, we learn that
Torah study is not merely an intellectual exer-
cise, but a way of life—a part of the Jewish soul.

May his legacy of Torah learning continue to
inspire Am Yisrael for generations to come.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

All your jewelry needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refu:]bish. polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

SHIUR SPONSORS

TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT
Chana Spivack - 050-229-4951 or donate online:

https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/
AN ONLINE SHIUR

Sponsored by Phil Sevinsky in memory of his mother
Blanche Sevrinsky - n”v [n>n nain na 7 nni7a

whose yahrzeit was ax 1"

RABBIY0SSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR
ON PIRKEI AVOT - TUE. SEPT. 2

Sponsored by Yehudit Lipman in loving memory of

her son Eliezer Shmuel ben Yosefz”l on his 32" Yahrzeit

RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR - TUE. SEPT. 2

Dedicated anonymously for
the refuah shleima of Oksana bat Bluma

RABBITAUB'S WEEKLY THURSDAY
PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR

Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

RABBI MANNING'S SHIUR

Sponsored for the 2025 academic yearnnwa 171v7
7°T P77 A 7TV TN N M

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER’S SHIUR

Sponsored for the 2025 academic year nnwa 17:y'7
7T NN'7W [2 210 DWI 2"V DNN2AX N2 DN

RABBIADLER'S SHIUR
Sponsored for this academic year by the Frist family
in memory of their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frista”h —n”v p'71 na Xxn'o vawx

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN'S SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2024-2025 academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z'l
'7"T D727 N2VI VN DNNAN A 7T DNAD
NV 7TIN DINI27 DN N2 DN AN

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15-4pm
Wednesdays 12-3pm
no experience needed




HE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

JERUSALEM

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:

HARAV BERLIN ST.

The best view & location! Super elegant
beautiful & quiet, 4.5-room apt.,
2nd floor, sukkah balcony, storage,
many built in cupboards, real walk in
condition! Overlooking the Israel Museum
& the Knesset, easy walk to shops
& cafes, Exclusive! Moshe 053-6305725

IN THE HEART OF TALBIYA
(HOVEVEI ZION)!

A unique penthouse, 103sqm + beautiful
huge open terrace, views, character,
high ceilings, arched windows, 2 en-suite
bedrooms, elevator, private parking.
Near synagogues, Yemin Moshe, Old City
& Kotel. Exclusive! Galila 053-6642512

IN OLD KATAMON
KAF TET BENOVEMBER
Small boutique building, 4-rooms
+ study/clinic (on ground floor),
3rd floor, elevator, beautiful balcony,
nicely designed & kept, sunny,
3 exposures, private parking, near quality
schools, synagogues, playgrounds,
shops. Exclusive! Moshe 053-6305725

A REAL GEM - IN OLD KATAMON
Beautiful 2.5-room apartment,
small historical building, high ceilings
& arched windows, comfortable floor,
elevator, A/C, private parking & storage,
near shops & cafes on Emek Refaim St.,
synagogues, theaters & museums.
Only 2,950,000 NIS Exclusive!
Michal 055-4559591 | Matan 053-4644480

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did
an amagzing job!

Jamie (Feller, (s

Nothing matters to us more than
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.
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If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we'll match it.
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Send your plans for
free design today.

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282 e

or email us at info@tzviair.com & ?'
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THIS WEEK'S INSPIRATIONAL TORAH LEARNING

Men's Advanced Safrut

(The Bais| Rabbi Tzvi Mauner
7 Hartum Street, 2nd Floor
(Will Resume after the Chagim)

*The schedule is subject to change
Subscribe to our OU Israel
Whatsapp Community for all
information related to OU Israel
classes and programs, including
last minute schedule changes
and updates, by scanning

the QR Code above.

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS
ARE FOR MEN ONLY

QRO

#THEOUISRAEL

The Bais [for Men) - Semichat
Chaver Program Rav Elyada
Goldwicht@ Eet Knesset

Ohel Yitzchak, Keren Hayesod St.

OU Israel | Women's Division
2 Radak 5t., Rechavia

6:00PM-9:00PM
ATID Midrasha Evening
(women in their 20s)

7:00PM-9:00PM
Dorot Choir Session with
Hadassah Jacobs

7:00PM-8:00PM
Elul Inspiration with Miriam
Tannenbaum (all ages)

8:15PM-10:00PM
NextGen Shiur with
Rebbetzin Tziporah
Heller-Gottlieb and Sushi
Workshop (20s-40s)




WITH OU ISRAEL 0] lﬁiﬂ'{
W - '

m Jewish
0U Israel is supported by the Jewish .
Federation of Broward County w Eceiioh

1

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM

Understanding Tefila Understanding Tefila: Rabbi Yossi
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Goldin [Rabbi Shmuel Goldin will
[will resume in this time slot on Sept.  resume Sept 9)

9

10:15 AM 12:20 PM

Meaning in Mitzvot Unpacking the Messages of Chazal
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men’s Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi David Fine,
Weekly Kollel Boker 4nstructors include Rabbi lan Shaffer,
Rabbi Avi Herzog, Rabbi Aschi Dick




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH

IN RECHAVIA
@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

9:15AM
Holy Poetry
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

10:20 AM

Contemporary Issues in Halacha
and Hashkafa

Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:25 AM
Wisdom of Rav Kook
Rabbi Goldscheider

12:30PM
Medieval Jewish History
Dr. Deborah Polster

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN ARNONA

Classes @ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon, 11
Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

2:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn
(Resumes Sept. 11)

10:30AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:20AM
AMTrailblazing the Text of TaNach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

12:20PM
Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor

8:00 PM

Halachic Controversies. (the Bais)
Rabbi Aschi Dick @ Bet Knesset
Ohel Yitzchak, Keren Hayesod Street
NOTE NEW NIGHT!!!

8:30 PM

The Bais- Men’s Chabura in
partnership with Kehilat Hashiveinu
Rabhbi Noam Kenigsberg RAMOT

SPECIAL EVENT:

6:00PM

In the Footsteps of the Righteous
Kivrei Tzadikim Visit Rabbi Sam Shor




Sept. 15, 7:00-2:U% .
“ts in multiple locations @

s even

gimultaneou

Mother-Daughter e Kahoot Rosh Hashana
ch et : Mini-Shiur i T :
avruta Learning Competition Art Prolect

For list of locations and to register:
www.ouisrael.org/events/md-rh2025

DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL OCCASION, MILESTONE, 0]
OR YAHRZEIT COMING UP2 S

ake it more meaningful by ﬂedicaﬁ‘ng anissue of Torah Tidbits,
sponsoring one of our shiurim, or supporting Women’s Division programming.
Your sponsorship helps us share inspiring Torah with Anglos in Israel and worldwide.

CONTACT JOSH CHURNEY | JOSHC@OUISRAEL.ORG | 054-281-4604
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OU Israel in Par[nershlp wuh Beit Knesset Nitzanim Presents

oisy 1@ .5 M U

Uplift and Transform Your Kosh Hasharta Eupenence
Dynamic Speakers include:

o

Mrs. Shoshana  Rabbi Ari Zeev Rabbi Rabbi Shai Rabbi Joel Mrs. Atara
Judelman Schwartz Aschi Dick Finkelstein Kenigsberg Starr
Featuring Special Tribute to the Legacy of Rabbi Berel Wein zt'l

WED. SEP. 17 | 24ELUL | 7-10 PM

75 nis per person includes Dessert Reception Eifers
Full schedule & Registration: https://torahyerushalaim25.ouisrael.org/ * s¢qn e

Location: Beit Knesset Nitzanim, Asher 4, Baka.

‘me'

Uplift and Transform Your Yom Klppur Experience
Dynamu Speakers indude:

) Q@
RabbiEzra  Rabbi Eitiel Rabbi Rabbi Tzvi Mrs. Aleeza  Rabbanit Shayna
Friedman Goldwicht Jesse Horn ~ Wohlgelernter  Jen Airley Ben Shalom Goldberg
MON. SEP. 29 | 7 TISHREI | 7-10 PM =
75 nis per person includes Dessert Reception
Full schedule & Registration: http://torahmodiin25.ouisrael.o .gqm ME

Location: Kehilat Shaarei Yonah Menachem, 13 Efraim St, Buchman, Modiin
THESE PROGRAMS ARE DEDICATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF DAVID & NORMA FUND 2L BY THEIR CHILDREN




OJ OU ISRAEL
% ) & Devide
?-‘-,-l'—l“"'""i'i bR
WE'RE POST-SUMMER HUB OPENING EVENT
BACK!

ELUL

.

OU Israel Women's Hub
Radak 2 Rechavia

O
©

Register at

In the Footsteps of the Righteous:

Ao Al Gonsonsir

U

Together, we will explore the lives and legacies of
many of Yerushalayim’s great sages and spiritual
leaders who are laid to rest there.

INCLUDING:
+ Rabbi Aryeh Levin  * HaRav Ovadia Yosef
+ (hassidicAdmorim  # Sephardic Mekubalim

Space is limited. RSVP’s required
www.ouisrael.org/events/in-the-footsteps-of-the-righteous/ ™

INSPIRATION FOR WOMEN

Elul Shiur with Mrs. Miriam Tannenbaum
Chodesh Elul: Seeking Renewal amid Exhaustion

Paint your own Honey Dish!

www.ouisrael.org/events/elul-hub

with Rabbi Sam Shor s e
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 6:00 PM TR & :;:

Join us for a meaningful Elul experience as we visit the w‘p;{"é::%;_‘r;;,gn_‘;;
Kivrei Tzadikim in the Sanhedria Cemetery. w3 2 ey

L e

\

For women
of all stages
and agas!

23 ng;‘:','--'l i B
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Yamim Noralm Le|I Iyun

= From Fear to Focus: Reason and Resonance
Adon Haselichot The Secret to Yom Hadin of the Shofar Blast

8 OU ISRAEL WOMENS HUB E‘ Monday, September 8

Radak 2 O 7.15.9:45PM

Sign up " -
el org/events/YN [ 40 NIS Plus a Pre-Chag Art Fair on Site!

O) 25 i

TN

TORAH TUESDAYS

o
6 o
o

o

Beit Knesset Hanasi, 24 Usishkin

MRS. SHIRA SMILES MRS. RAQUEL
TORAH TAPESTRIES KIRSZCENBAUM
PARSHA SHIUR LIVING WITH EMUNAH

On Tuesdays From
STARTS SEPT 2 9:15 AM - 11:30 AM

Special Offer: First Week Only!
Join both classes for just 25 NIS (regularly 45 NIS)
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JERUSALEM 0]
GARDENS

hotel & Spa N’]wl

OU Istael & Tbe Jemsa[em Gardens
present Yom KippurWed.-Thurs, October 1-2

WITH

RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
0U Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Elevate your Yom Kippur with an inspiring davening
& meaningful program
Baalei Tefilla:
Rabbi Weinreb & Reb Shabtai Eisenstadt

Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky will deliver a pre-mincha lecture

At the Jerusalem Gardens Hotel & Spa
under the strict supervision of OU Israel & Rabbanut Mehadrin

Cost: Yom Kippur including Seudat Hamafseket and Break-Fast is 1490 nis p/couple
Extra night Bed & Breakfast- checkout Fri. price 600nis p/couple

10% Discount for OU Members

Reservations: Tel. 02 655 8811 | Reservations@jerugardens.com



SIMCHAT SHMUEL

ATIVES,

Shoftim V'Shotrim Titein Lecha B'Chol
Shaarecha- Judges and officers shall you place
at all your gateways.

The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer Rebbe
zy'a offers a novel interpretation of our pasuk.
Each Rosh Chodesh represents a new gateway,
a new path to experience growth in our Avodat
HaShem. So one might come to ask, what are
the specific concepts and ideals we must work
on during this month of Elul, during these days
leading up to Rosh HaShana?

In Likutei Torah, Rebbe Shneur Zalman
M'Liadi, zy"a, describes these days of Elul with
the following parable. Throughout the year,
a King sits in his royal palace and his many
loyal subjects wait with trepidation for oppor-
tunities when the palace might be open for
special occasions and celebrations, where the
kingdom's constituents might catch a glimpse
of or receive a brief word of encouragement
from their beloved King. But during this month
of Elul, the king departs from the palace and
visits the fields. There in the fields, the King is
accessible, clearly present, and approachable
as he interacts and mingles among all those
who are in the field.

DO YOU SUFFER FROM JOINT PAINT
“Stem Cells™
An in-office mini-liposuction can

provide the cells to treat this
condition naturally

) &

v,

FOR INFO: KNEE@SZMC.ORG.IL

WWW.DOCTORZINGER.COM/ARTHRITIS
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The Lubavitcher Rebbe zy'a, elaborates
further on this well known parable. Yes it
may be true, that during these days of Elul,
the melech is more clearly present among us,
and may seem more accessible to us. However,
the Rebbe asks the question, if the King shows
up in the fields, do his constituents continue
to plow and work the land, do they continue
uninterrupted with their regular conduct, or
do they pause, and recognize and acknowledge
that indeed the King has graced us with his
presence right here among us in the fields?
During these days of Elul, do we simply carry
on with the status quo, with business as usual,
or do we see these days as an opportunity to
greet and show honor to our King, even as he
meets us on our proverbial home turf?

Rebbe Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov, the Bnai
Yissascher zy'a, suggests that the words b’chol
shaarecha- all your gateways. is alluding to the
seven openings in a person's face- two eyes,
two ears, two nostrils and our mouths. It is
through these openings that most of our senses
are manifest and activated. Our verse, explains
the Bnai Yissascher, is teaching us the impor-
tance of safeguarding and protecting how we
use each of our senses-what images we might
look at, what type of speech we might choose to
listen to, what foods we might smell and taste,
how we use our capacity to speak-each of these
senses can be used for great good, or can be
misused for harm.

The Chidushei HaRim, the first Gerrer
Rebbe zy'a, adds that the pasuk continues
Shoftim V'Shotrim Titein Lecha B'Chol Shaare-
cha-asher Hashem Elokecha Notein Lecha - if



one would only realize that all our capabilities
and strength, all bracha that comes into our
lives, is indeed a gift from Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
then of course we will use those gifts to elevate
ourselves, and to elevate our surroundings.

As we enter into this incredible month of
Elul, may each of us be blessed to embody these
beautiful ideas, and reach great heights in our
Avodat Hashem.

Chodesh Tov!m

M. HAYMAN
LEGAL
SERVICES

ISRAELI
SERVICES
FOR ANGLOS "5

* Wills & Enduring
Powers of Attorney /

* Prenups/Postnups

» Divorce Mediation

* Property Transactions

Home visits available! J

FREE CONSULTATION:

@ +972 53-722-9212

V Flying Soon? PR
Travel with Confidence {=="1
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance YW

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
TUniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@lunisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

2-Roo

in the heart of

m Apartments

for Sale!

JERUSALEM

2 rooms| 45 sqm | Ist Floor
Charming 2-room, , 4 sqm balcony, AC, elevator,
quiet street, modern kitchen.

2rooms | 41 sqm | Private entrance
Charming and bright apartment with 3 exposures.
Balcony, view of Sacher Park, only 9 steps.

2,5 rooms| 67 sqm | Ground Floor
Private entrance, huge exclusive-use yard, and high
ceilings. Fully furnished, includes a storage room

2 rooms| 45 sqm | Ground Floor
Full of Jerusalem charm, no stairs, private entrance.
5 sqm storage, shared yard, fantastic location!

SALE

FOR
SALE

2rooms + 2 balconies | 54 sqm | 2nd floor

64 sgm private rooftop terrace,Quiet location just 2 min
from Mahane Yehuda, with stunning open views

223 sqm | 7 rooms | Spacious Cottage with attic
Separate rental unit, safe room,Bright living spaces,
well-kept garden, and prime location near parks, schools

TAMAR, EFRAT
4 rooms | 99 sqm | 2 Bathrooms
Beautiful apartment, 60 sqm attic used for storage
2 sukkah balconies, Private parking

R 2,790,000

300 sqm| villa
Spacious villa with a garden, safe room, parking,
and a rental unit, located on a quiet street.

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of Zayit, Efrat.
Spacious apartments, breathtaking views, and limited units

remaining!

For a ~ 95 sgm apartment with parking and a balcony.

+972 52-587-8788

J'Mhugﬁ"gs ¥ office@noamhomes.com

Eeal Estate Profassienals @ www.noamhomes.com
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Shoftim:

Systems

Fail, Values Endure

Parshat Shoftim outlines the intricate frame-
work of a just and civil society. It establishes
five distinct channels of authority—Shoftim
(who were more than judges in a court),
Dayanim, Kohanim, Melachim, Nevi’im, and
Shotrim. Each branch plays a unique role
in upholding law and cultivating a society
grounded in morality and ethics. Together,
they provide a system of checks and balances,
ensuring that power is not concentrated in
a single arm of authority. For instance, the
prophets’ role in holding kings accountable
is just one example of this broader system of
checks and balances; unlike other cultures,
where monarchs ruled unchecked, the Torah
empowers Nevi’im to confront rulers morally.
They spoke truth to power, often at great
personal risk, exposing failings and holding
leaders responsible for their actions.

s &

Moving, Packing,Storage

EHEE 0547369550 i
-Free Boxes With Your Mowe
E -20% off for Seniors and Soldiers ©

-First-Time Customer? B150 Off Your Move
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Parshat Shoftim also provides systematic
methods to cross-examine witnesses and
arrive at truthful testimony. Courts are
designed to be fair and unbiased, supported
by a culture that rejects greed and corruption.
The Sanhedrin holds centralized authority, and
those who openly defy it are treated harshly
as a zaken mamre.

Similarly, Nevi’im who deliver false proph-
ecy face severe consequences. This was a
serious ailment that undermined the First
Beit Hamikdash, as false prophets offered
comforting assurances that all was well despite
the moral and spiritual decay around them,
eroding accountability and dulling collective
responsibility.

GUARDIANS OF SPIRIT

Additionally, to ensure the spiritual well-be-
ing of society, Parshat Shoftim repeats the
mission of Kohanim and Levi’im: to dedicate
their lives to the service of the Mikdash, even
at great financial strain. These groups are to
be supported by the general population. Every
society requires spiritual vitality, embodied in
a group devoted to sacred work and sustained
by the community. Contemporary debates,
such as the issue of non-Charedi conscription,
can sometimes obscure this principle. No one
questions that a society should sustain those
who pursue spiritual endeavors; the discussion



centers on the cost and whether a particular
group may claim exclusive authority over this
role. Regardless of these debates, the Torah
clearly instructs us to support those committed
to the spiritual welfare of the nation.

Parshat Shoftim also addresses the delicate
situation of a negligent murderer. On one
hand, he cannot be executed by a Beit Din,
since he did not commit intentional murder.
On the other hand, he cannot simply return to
life as if nothing has happened. The elaborate
system of Ir Miklat provides a solution: the
negligent murderer is exiled, yet still able
to lead a semi-normal life under controlled
circumstances.

WAR AND MORALITY

Ethical integrity must guide our courts,
prophets, and communal life, and it must
shape how we prepare for and conduct war.
Moral conscience and the sanctity of life
extend to the battlefield as well as the city.

Parshat Shoftim exempts certain people
from military service under specific circum-
stances. The Torah recognizes that a person’s
obligations to family and livelihood are deeply
significant; it does not demand blind obedi-
ence to the state or army at the expense of
foundational human and social bonds. Identity
is shaped not only by collective action but also
by care for home, family, and personal respon-
sibilities. Of course, these exemptions apply
only to optional wars—milchemet mitzvah or
wars for pikuach nefesh require the partici-
pation of everyone, including, as the Gemara
notes, the chatan who must leave his chupah.

After outlining how to prepare for war and
mobilize an army, the Torah establishes moral
parameters for warfare. Before drawing the
sword, we must extend an offer of peace,
allowing for the possibility of resolution
without bloodshed.

1702

Highest Prices m Paid
Flawless Member
Service
25 years+ Club

Diamond

WANTED

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

#%+ Alan Sussman, “The Collector” ##+

052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

Shoftim reminds us that redemption is not
merely geographical; returning to the Land
of Israel is not enough. Cultivating ethical
character and social order is as vital as build-
ing cities, fortifications, and farmland. The
parsha provides a balanced and comprehen-
sive roadmap for creating a just and properly
functioning society.

WHEN THE SYSTEM FAILS

What happens when the system fails—when
courts, forensic evidence, and even the author-
ity of the king cannot resolve a crime? When a
murder remains unsolved, the final section of
the parsha, known as Eglah Arufah, addresses
the issue. A murder has been committed, yet
no culprit is identified. One might think the
process comes to a halt, assuming that flaws
in the system render action impossible.

Facing this predicament the Torah offers
multiple layers of response, beginning with
the preservation of human dignity. The person
found in the field is likely marginalized, living
on the fringes of society, and without family or
community to seek him out. One might assume
that for such an outlier, simply burying the

./ ./

Mazal Tov to
Rabbi Chanoch and Esti Yeres
& family on the engagement

of their son
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body would suffice. However, it is precisely
at this moment—when human life is most at
risk of being trivialized—that the Torah insists
dignity must be honored.

When Shaul Hamelech wrestled with his
mitzvah to eradicate Amalek, he invoked the
example of Eglah Arufah as the epitome of
moral conscience. If Hashem cares for a single
anonymous corpse, how much more should He
extend compassion to living Amalekites? While
his reasoning was flawed, he correctly intuited
the core lesson of Eglah Arufah: that the dignity
of every human life must be preserved.

Additionally, the ceremony of Eglah Arufah
ritualizes moral reflection, giving shape to our
ethical consciousness and collective responsi-
bility. While we are born with innate moral
sensibilities, we often take them for granted,
assuming morality is self-evident. Yet life’s

SMART BUYS IN ISRAEL
Consider South Netanya
No Index Attached
10%, 15% Down Payment
Special Pricing In Effect
Close To Everything
Consider Rehovot

New Pre-Sales Near Weizman,
Near Berman Shul, Herzl St -
2 Bedrooms from 2.8M NIS
3 Bedrooms from 3.15MNIS...

{ETER ADVISORS

Call I1zzy Leizerowitz

IL: 972.52.682.9367
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pressures and distractions can cloud judgment
and obscure ethical clarity. By articulating
these responsibilities, Eglah Arufah makes
explicit the moral obligations we hold—both
individually and as a community.

Eglah Arufah teaches that success is never
absolute. Even in the face of failure, there
are redeeming elements. No murderer is
found, no punishment is meted out—yet
ethics are upheld, and the dignity of human
life is reaffirmed. It shows that even when
the system falters, the values we enact and
the care we preserve still matter profoundly.
Our responses, even amid breakdowns, carry
weight, sometimes more than our responses
to large-scale triumphs.

What is true personally is also true nation-
ally and socially. We may sense societal frac-
tures and setbacks, that the ideals we aspire to
and the unity we hope for remain out of reach.
Yet the measure of a society lies not only in the
gaps it confronts, but in how it responds—how
it navigates failure, addresses breakdowns,
and preserves ethical and moral integrity amid
challenge. The story is never simply one of
total success or complete collapse; significance
lies in the care, thoughtfulness, and resilience
with which we act.

Elul is a period of transcendence, a time to
reclaim the ideal. It is also a time to recog-
nize that the ideal rarely manifests fully in
this world. Often, we must navigate life under
less than perfect conditions, and Eglah Arufah
teaches that our actions retain meaning even
in incomplete circumstances.

Rabbi Taragin’s newest sefer entitled
“To be Holy but Human: Reflections
upon my Rebbe, Rav Yehuda Amital
(Kodesh) is now available at:

mtaraginbooks.com and in bookstores




LIVE IN JERUSALEM 4

MOTZEISHABBOS /| BINYANEl | PM
13THOFELUL /| Hauma / g]ﬁ
SEPGTH .j:-' JERUSALEM i DOORS OPEN: 8:45FM

3e part of history! This show
L“. t'CkEtS‘ e'.tankatz.cﬂmniiq will be recorded and filmed.

Get yo Separate seating




HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

From E t

to Etern;oryp

The Double
“’?JN”

The opening words of this week’s Haftarah
ring with promise: DN XN 2NN, L, 1
am the One who comforts you.” The repetition
of the word “2)X” is striking. It is not merely
poetic emphasis, but rather a theologically rich
expression that bridges the redemptive arc of
Jewish history. This doubled “I” is a message
of deep consolation: not just that Hashem will
bring comfort, but that the very source of that
comfort is He Himself, with no intermediary.

The Zohar teaches that the redemption from
Egypt was not an isolated event, but the spiritual
seed of the ultimate redemption. When Hashem
spoke to Yaakov Avinu before he descended to
Egypt, He promised: *21x),/m7¥0 39y TIX N
;%Y D3 779X T will go down with you to Egypt,
and I will also surely bring you up (Bereishit
46:4). This dual “2x” — “I will descend” and “I
will ascend” — echoes again in our Haftarah.
Just as Hashem Himself descended with us into
exile, so too He assures us that He will be the
One to lift us up. The redemption will not come
through a shaliach, an agent or emissary, but
by the Divine Presence itself — a geulah that is
direct and complete.
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The Shemot Rabbah (3:4) adds a beautiful
thread to this tapestry of meaning. It notes that
the word “51%¢” is used at two critical moments
in redemptive history. When Israel went down
to Egypt, Hashem said “9ny 79X 21" — and at
the end of days, before the final redemption,
the Navi Malachi declares: nx D27 N7¢ 20X Mn
;N7 DITAN N DP Ni2 )0 N2 YN, Lo, T will
send the prophet Eliyah to you before the coming
of the awesome, fearful day of G-D.

There too, the verse opens with *J3x mn. The
word “21x” thus becomes a spiritual bookend
— the first marking the descent into exile, the
second heralding our ascent into eternal geulah.

In this light, the comfort offered in our
Haftarah takes on new meaning. Hashem is
not merely offering consolation for past suf-
fering. He is connecting the first redemption
to the final one, assuring us that the process is
unfolding as promised. Just as He descended
into Egypt and redeemed us with signs and
wonders, so too He will redeem us again — but
this time in a way that is greater in scope and
permanence, a redemption that will never be
followed by exile.

D2 XN 2N DN, I, I am the One who com-
forts you. I descended with you. I will ascend
with you. I redeemed you before, and I will
redeem you again. That is the promise. That
is the comfort. m
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL PARENTING

AROWSKI

[
Elul: Our
° ilIIIl ('i!:llrl[élle

Many of us are familiar with the well-known
teaching that the word Elul is an acronym for
Ani L’dodi V’dodi Li—*“T am to my beloved, and
my beloved is to me.” But in fact, Chazal and
the mefarshim point out at least seven other
acronyms for the word Elul! This seems very
perplexing! Why is there such an emphasis on
finding acronyms for Elul? We don’t do this for
the other months of the year. And after all, Elul
is not even a Hebrew word—it’s Babylonian.
So why invest so much energy in uncovering
hidden layers of meaning within it?

Perhaps the answer can be understood
through the following story:

A little boy once asked his father, “How big
is Hashem?” The father replied, “As big as an
airplane.” The next day, the boy looked up at
the sky and saw an airplane flying far above.
It looked tiny. Months later, while waiting in
the airport to board a flight, he stood right next
to an airplane and was amazed at its size—it
looked enormous! He turned to his father and
asked, “So which is it? Is Hashem small, like
the plane in the sky, or huge, like the one I see
up close?” His father answered: “It depends
how close you are to Him.”

The closer we draw to Hashem, the greater
He becomes in our eyes, and the more real
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and present He feels in our lives. That is what
Elulis all about. During this month, HaMelech
ba’sadeh—*“the King is in the field.” Hashem is
near, accessible, waiting for us to notice Him.

But how do we truly see Him? By training
ourselves to look for Him everywhere. When
my brother-in-law, a”h, was ill with cancer, his
Rebbe, Rav Judah Mischel, gave him powerful
guidance: “Always bring Hashem into the pic-
ture. Search for Him in the small things—even
in the number of a hospital room.” My brother-
in-law and sister-in-law would pause in every
room they entered, reflect on the gematria of
the number, and search for its message. In
doing so, they felt Hashem’s presence with
them—even in the hardest moments.

That is the essence of Elul. It is a time to
strengthen our closeness with Hashem, to
seek Him in every detail, and even in the very
letters of a Babylonian name. The more we
search for Him, the more we discover that He
is right beside us—and the closer we become.

I'want to focus today on a lesser-known acro-
nym of the Arizal that ties into a theme from
this week’s parsha,—the arei miklat (cities of
refuge). The Arizal notes a pasuk in Shemot
whose words contain the letters of Elul:

DiPR 77 NN 1T MR DPOXM NTY KD WK
"TRY O TN

“But one who did not lie in wait, and God
brought it into his hand—I will designate for
you a place to which he may flee” (Shemot
21:13).

At first glance, this seems puzzling. What
could a pasuk about accidental killers possibly
have to do with Elul? To answer this, we need



to look deeper into the concept of the Ir Miklat.

When Bnei Yisrael entered the Land, one of
the very first systems they were commanded
to establish was safe cities for those who killed
unintentionally. Roads were widened, signs
posted, and bridges built so the shogeg could
reach refuge quickly. Why so much attention
to this group? Because the rotzeach b’shogeg
represents the beinoni—not a rasha, not a tzad-
dik, but someone in between. Not someone
seeking to do wrong, but someone who lost
focus. As Chazal explain, accidents happen
when a person is careless, when priorities slip.

That’s why the arei miklat were placed
among the Leviim. The Leviim lived lives of
singular focus on avodat Hashem—unencum-
bered by land, wealth, or career. Immersed
in that environment, the shogeg could begin
to rebuild his focus and elevate himself
spiritually.

And now the connection becomes clear.
The Ir Miklat is a sanctuary in space. Elul
is a sanctuary in time. Most of us are not
reshaim—we don’t sin intentionally. Rather,
we get distracted: we forget a bracha, we speak
without thinking, we lose patience. Small
lapses, but if repeated, they begin to shape
our identity. Elul is our chance to break that
cycle, to find refuge, to refocus.

From the very beginning, Hashem “pre-
pared the road” for us, giving us Teshuva as
the path back. As the Shaarei Teshuva explains,
one of Hashem’s greatest kindnesses was to
create this escape route. During Elul, we can
surround ourselves with our own “Leviim”—
shiurim, cheshbon hanefesh, opportunities
to re-anchor ourselves in what truly matters.

This month is our Ir Miklat. It is our safe
space in time—a chance to step aside from
distraction, realign with our goals, and come
closer to Hashem. m
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The Elegance
of Simplicity

A verse in the parashah commands us, “You
shall be wholehearted (tamim) with the Lord
your God” (Deuteronomy 18:13). There is per-
haps no better way to illustrate what this means
than with a Chassidic story about the founder
of Chassidut, the Baal Shem Tov:

Once, at the Friday night seu-
dah (meal), the Baal Shem Tov
started to laugh after the fish
course had been served. No
one present could figure out
the reason for this, and when
he laughed again after the soup
they were further puzzled. It
happened a third time after
the main course, and the Chas-
sidim begged their rebbe for an
explanation; the Baal Shem Tov
promised that one would be forthcoming after
Shabbat.

That motza’ei Shabbat (Saturday night) the
Baal Shem Tov and his Chassidim set out for a
certain village. They came to the house of Reb
Shabsi Hopstein, an impoverished bookbinder,
and the Baal Shem Tov said, “Tell us what hap-
pened on Shabbat!”

Replied the man, “Well it seems you already
know that something happened; I will tell you
what it was. This erev Shabbat (Shabbat eve) we
had no food in the house. We had no wine, so
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Rav Moshe Weinberger

I thought we would make Kiddush on mead,
but we had no mead either! I thought we could
use chalot (bread), but we had none. In fact, we
had no food at all! There was nothing I could
do but go to the bet midrash to study; before
Ileft, I cautioned my wife not to borrow from
the neighbors.”

Of course, Reb Shabsi went on, his wife was
despondent about the lack of necessities for
Shabbat, but she was determined to do what
she could in honor of the special day. Recalling
that she had a beautiful dress
left from her mother stored in
the attic, she went upstairs to
look for it. To her delight she
realized that it had three gold
buttons! Hurrying to the mar-
ket, she sold them to buy food
for Shabbat.

“When I returned from shul
(synagogue) and saw the Shab-
bat table laden with food,” con-
tinued the simple bookbinder,
“I thought my wife must have
broken her promise, but I decided not to say
anything. Then she told me how Hashem had
provided for us, by causing her to remember
about her mother’s dress, so that she could
prepare a beautiful Shabbat without having to
accept any help from others. I was so overjoyed
that I danced with my wife around the table!
After the next course we danced again, and
after the chicken once again.”

Said the Baal Shem Tov to the bookbinder,
“When you danced, the angels in Heaven were
so delighted, they danced as well! And when
I'saw this, I laughed... Tell me, Reb Shabsi, is



there anything you wish for?”

Sighing, Reb Shabsi told the tzaddik that after
many years he and his wife were still childless.
The Baal Shem Tov told him that they would
have a son that year who would grow up to
be a great tzaddik, and so it was. They named
their son Yisrael, after the Baal Shem Tov, and
he became famous as the Maggid of Kozhnitz.!

This enchanting story possesses a certain
elegance in its simplicity. Everything makes
sense, everything works out. Both the style and
the content of the tale reflect what Chassidic
thought calls emunah peshutah, an unadulter-
ated, wholesome, and steadfast faith in God.
Temimut is a synonym for this same worldview
rooted in the verse from Parashat Shofetim.

Rebbe Nachman of Breslov was a famously
vocal proponent of temimut: “The main purpose
and perfection is only to serve God with abso-
lute temimut, without any cleverness whatsoev-
er.”? Accordingly, he urged simplicity in avodat
Hashem (divine service): say your prayers with
simple faith, jump at opportunities to do good,
sing wordless melodies to lift your spirits. The
sheer simplicity of it all is a necessary antidote
to the overly complicated life we often find
ourselves leading, and to the contortions of
human reasoning. Needless complexity can be
dispiriting, and overthinking things can trap us
in the contorted corridors of our own minds.
“Undoubtedly,” said Rebbe Nachman, “if a per-
son has absolute faith and believes that God
is attentive to them, listens to every word that
they utter..., then with certainty that person
would not be morose, apathetic, or sluggish....”
A person filled with wholehearted faith, said
the rebbe, tends to be optimistic. Anything can
be handled or overcome with God at one’s side.

1. Barash, Gut Voch, 248-249.
2. Likutei Moharan, 11:19.
3. Likutei Moharan 1:155.

The nuisances and setbacks of the daily grind
do not overwhelm the tamim, because he or
she can lean on God as needed. This ultimately
produces a state of tranquility—bliss even—that
modern existence sorely needs.*

The dangers of logical reasoning to one’s faith
were pointedly illustrated by a parable devised
by the founder of the Ger dynasty known as the
Chidushei ha-Rim (Rebbe Yitzchak Meir Alter):

Aruler once had an astronomically expensive
horse and kept a close watch on it at all times.
One day, he rode to another city and led it into
the stable. At the stable entrance he posted a
guard to make sure it wouldn’t be stolen. So
that the guard would not doze off, the ruler
advised him to busy himself in thought over
various things. In the middle of the night, the
ruler rose and went to the guard, finding him
deep in thought.

“What are you thinking about?” the ruler
asked.

“T am contemplating the question of where the
wood goes when one hammers a nail into it.”

“Great,” said the ruler, “you’re doing good
thinking.”

A few hours later the ruler approached the
guard again.

4. Although temimut is a state of mind to be
cultivated, Rebbe Nachman taught that some
environments, like the Land of Israel, are more
advantageous to this pursuit.
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“What are you thinking about now?”

“I'm thinking about where the hole goes
when you eat a bagel.”

“Wonderful,” said the ruler, and he went
back to sleep.

In the early morning the ruler again found
the guard lost in contemplation.

“What are you thinking about now?” the
ruler asked him.

“I'm thinking about how it could be that
with the stable closed and me sitting at the
entrance with my thoughts, the horse could
just disappear?”

When a person is caught up in their unnec-
essary ruminations, the evil inclination comes
and steals their common sense.

Temimut is so important that God com-
manded the very first Jew, Avraham, to pursue
it: “Walk before me, and be tamim” (Genesis
17:1). According to Rashi on the verse, this
means that Avraham should be wholehearted
throughout the difficult tests God would give
him. This is likely the highest degree of temimut,
for it involves quieting the mind when one’s
faith and trust in the Almighty are being tested.

Rabbi Moshe Weinberger, the rabbi of Aish
Kodesh Congregation in Woodmere, New York,
shared the following story:

There was a Chassidic Jew in Bnei Brak who
had lost everything during World War II and
was spiritually broken. One day he came to
pour his heart out to Rabbi Elazar Menachem
Man Shach, who was not at all Chassidic, but
who understood full well the pain of a broken
Chassidic heart.

This Jew told what happened to him and said,
“I cannot even pray anymore.”

Rabbi Shach said, “What Chassidic group do
you belong to?”

5. Greenberg, Iturei Torah, 5:123, s.v. 7NN DN
PAYNR N DY.
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The man told him, and Rabbi Shach began
to hum a niggun, a tune, from that group. The
Chassid closed his eyes and hummed the niggun
together with Rabbi Shach, until he started to
cry.

Rabbi Shach said, “For a Chassid, it’s not
enough to sing a niggun. We have to dance.”
So Rabbi Shach stood up and danced with this
Jew for a long time.

Afterwards, this Jew could pray again.
Rabbi Shach did not give him a theological
explanation about where God was during the
Holocaust. He knew that this niggun was still
inside that Jew, hidden underneath the pile of
ashes from Auschwitz.

At the depth of one’s heart and soul, the
temimut is never extinguished.®

Chassidut teaches that the temimut, the
emunah peshutah, is accessible to everyone.
It is actually an innate divine gift, part of the
organic bond we share with our Creator. Each
and every soul yearns for its actual source of
life. All that’s left for us to do is to tap into it. ®

6. Weinberger, Song of Teshuva, 1:110.
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A friend of mine splits his time
between apartments he owns in two cities. He
says that he does not charge rent to anyone who
stays in the apartment he is not using because
Pirkei Avot (5:10) says that one who subscribes
to sheli sheli (mine is mine) employs middat
(attribute of) S’dom. Is there a counterargument
to allow charging rent?

We believe the counterargument
is correct.

Pirkei Avot actually cites two opinions, and
the main one is that if one realizes that “yours
is yours,” even if he treats “his as his,” employs
an “average approach.” Furthermore, the
mishna does not discuss specific actions but
an approach to life. If someone is often forth-
coming with his property, he is not following
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“sheli sheli” even if he asks money to use some
of his things. It is wonderful for your friend to
emulate Avraham Avinu and be consistently
generous, but failing to reach that level does
not put one in the opposite camp.

Is one required to allow to borrow his prop-
erty (for free)? In five contexts in Shas, at least
one opinion prescribes forcing Reuven to cede
to Shimon a financial right in a way that does
not hurt Reuven and thereby avoid middat
S’dom. None of those cases refers to lending
one’s property to someone else.

Consider the possibility that one is always
required to let people use his things for free.
Are the halachic discussions of rentals only for
sinners? Realize that this would cancel large
elements of healthy markets. What incentive
would one who can afford more property than
he needs have to buy and rent out property to
one who can only afford a rental?

Undoubtedly, then, one who wants to be a
landlord may buy property in order to rent
it out. It is also obvious that if he bought it for
secondary usage without a plan to rent but then
decides that he wants rental income, he can turn
it into rental property. The question is only if he
does not plan to use it on any regular basis for
rental, and the opportunity arises to allow some-
one to use it on a one-time basis. Here, there is
logic to say that if he is not looking to use it for
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profit, why not be altruistic and give it for free?

The argument for no pay is bolstered by the
sugya of zeh neheneh v’zeh lo chaser (Bava Kama
20a - 21a), regarding whether when Shimon
already lived in Reuven’s property without
permission, he must pay for that usage. The
two pertinent variables are whether Shimon
was otherwise slated to rent living quarters,
in which case he benefited from Reuven, and
whether Reuven is in the practice of renting out
his property, so that he loses if Shimon lived
there for free. We rule that if Reuven did not
lose, Shimon is exempt even if he benefitted
(Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 363:6).

Does the fact that Shimon does not have to pay,
because Reuven did not lose, mean that Reuven
must permit free usage if asked for permission
in the first place? Tosafot (ibid. 20b) says that the
person has a right to refuse use of his property;
itis not considered middat S’dom (see Noda B’ye-
huda II, CM 24). The Rama (CM 363:6) rules that
as long as one can rent it out if he wants to, he
may he charge for it. In contrast, if the possibility
of rental does not exist, he cannot demand pay,
as it would be considered middat S’dom.

Note also that the possibility of forcing
sharing due to middat S’dom could exist only
when lending causes no loss of any sort (see
Pitchei Choshen, Geneiva 8:(1)). Regarding use
of one’s apartment, there could be many factors
of “loss.” We will mention a few out of many
possibilities: concern that Shimon’s kids might
damage it; Reuven may be inconvenienced
making sure the place is tidy for Shimon; Reu-
ven’s privacy could be compromised. If Reuven
can refuse, he can also say that he is willing,

but only if payment makes the danger/trouble
worth his while.

While we covered only a small fraction of
possible scenarios, it would be rare that some-
one with an extra apartment would be required
to allow others to use it, or if he allowed it, for-
bidden to take money for the usage.

Having a dispute?

L) For a Din Torah in English
f 1 or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah-Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e Fax: (02) 537-9626
Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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REAL ESTATE

FINE JERUSALEM HOMES

GARDEN PARADISE IN KATAMON FOR SALE

PEACEFUL, BEAUTIFUL, GARDEN DUPLEX APARTMENT
124.5 SQM ON TWO LEVELS, 4.5 BEDROOMS, 3 FULL
BATHS, PRIVATE GARDEN IN TABU FULL OF FRUIT TREES,
PRIVATE PARKING, ELEVATOR, MAMAD, EXCELLENT
CONDITION.

ASKING PRICE: NIS 8,150,000

QUAINT 1 BDRM ALSO FOR SALg
ADDITIONAL 2 ROOM APT FOR SALE DIRECTLY ABOVE THE
GARDEN APT! BRIGHT AND COMPACT 34 SQM., 3 AIR
DIRECTIONS, INCLUDES MAMAD, SUKKAH BALCONY,
ELEVATOR, PRIVATE HEAT, AND A/C. |
ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,150,000

Ilana Nelson  054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il
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Everyone Can Make a Match
RONI KOSTMAN | Shagririm Balev Staff
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From Helplessness to Action:
Rethinking the Single Journey
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Being single when you didn’t choose to
be comes with inevitable challenges. It’s not
only about being without a partner; it’s about
the constant waiting, the sense that your life
depends on opportunities that may or may not
come your way.

WwPna en
Angel Realry ,I‘

For Sale in Jerusalem — Ramot B-
4.990.000 NIS
For Sale in Efrat
Zayit:
2,550,000 NIS

Zayit:

1,990,000 NIS
Tamar:
Te'ena:

2.95 NIS

4,750,000 NIS

Dagan:

3.850.000 NIS
For Sale in Elazar:

2,490,000 NIS
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In the world of dating, it’s easy to feel power-
less. So much depends on others who may or
may not think of you. Sometimes the sugges-
tions that do arrive are so far from what you're
truly looking for that they leave you drained,
as if all the wind has been knocked out of your
sails. Other times, no suggestions come at all.
The lack of movement is exhausting and as time
passes, the feeling of despair grows stronger
and stronger.

But there’s another way. I don’t share this as a
magic solution, only as something that has per-
sonally helped me when I felt stuck. Instead of
waiting passively, I chose to step into the world
of action. I discovered that there are countless
opportunities to volunteer and get involved in
matchmaking and community building.

It's not a field reserved only for married
couples or professional matchmakers but
quite the opposite; there is great value in singles
helping one another. By joining organizations
like Shagririm Balev (“Ambassadors at Heart”),
I entered a community of people who actively
work to connect others. As an ambassador, you
don’t just sit on the sidelines; you join events,
meet other volunteers, and feel part of a move-
ment that is both purposeful and life-giving.

And here’s the beautiful thing, while you're
helping others, you may just find your own
second half. In this space, opportunities to

Shagririm Bajey,

et setng uptien®®



connect are natural. If someone

From Helplessness to Action: Rethinking the
Single Journey

interests you, you have a built-in way to cre-
ate an introduction. The sense of helplessness
begins to lift when you realize you are not just
waiting for your own personal geulah you are
also actively helping to bring someone else
closer to theirs.

I believe many singles feel helpless in this
journey. But maybe it’s time to shift that mind-
set. Instead of fearing what people might say
or waiting endlessly for something to happen,
why not take the initiative? If you’re longing
for your own breakthrough, try creating one
for a friend. In helping others move closer to
their joy, you may find that your own path

opens too. B
o«
Want to set up your friends?

Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[EI7[= en.shagririm.org.il
EREES 0585323242
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Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

SHABBAT AFTERNOON
PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR
Given this week by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak,
Rechov Washington 12 at 5:30pm

SHERLOCKS
Hats For Men And Women

THE

BEAUTIFUL
BARGAIN!

AUGUST 2025
3 DOROT RISHONIM
(Off Ben Yehuda, Near Cofix) 02 563-7155

Struggling to find the
right apartment in
Jerusalem?

Whether you’re in Israel or
abroad, I'll assist you in finding a

home that truly fits — location,
size and budget.

Nahum Glatzer
050-7225694
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UPCOMING EVENTS

| Celebrating the thousands of Olim who are

SUMMER OF ALIYAH

making Aliyah this summer!
May - September 2025 | nbn.org.il/flights

MEDEX INFO SESSIONS

Are you a doctor or medical student thinking of Aliyah?
Join us to discuss what Aliyah can look like for you!

September 2025 | Various cities across the U.S. and Canada

ALIYAH OPEN HOUSES

This is your chance to meet with Nefesh B'Nefesh
and get answers to your Aliyah questions.

September 2025 | Queens, Brooklyn, West Hempstead

CAFE OLEH: FALL SESSIONS

Supplement your existing Hebrew skills with the words and
insights you need to survive & thrive in Israel.

September - November 2025 | Online

CAFE OLEH: FALL SESSIONS

Welcome to Israel—now let's laugh about it! A comedy night for Olim,
by people who get the ups, downs, and everything in between.

Thursday, September 4 | Amphitheater, Azrieli Mall TLV

3 artisanal crafts, and unique products crafted by talented Olim.

SHUK OLIM: CHAG EDITION

Shop for Chagim from a wide selection of delicious foods,

Wednesday, September 17 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

www.nbn.org.il/all-events
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Celebrating over 2000 Olim
who made Aliyah this summer!
We are pleased to invite everyone who made
Aliyah with Nefesh B’Nefesh in 2025 to an

evening filled with fun - authentic Israeli dinner,
arts and crafts, and more fun surprises!

Wednesday, September 3 [ 16:00-20:00

NEFESH B'NEFESH ALIYAH CAMPUS
Sderot Yitzhak Rabin 10
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RABBI DR. ETHAN EISEN

In Parashat Shoftim, we first encounter the
phrase “ki teitzei lamilchama” -when you go out
to war (20:6). Several verses later, the Torah again
issues rulings related to waging a war: “when
you approach a town to attack it...” (20:10). A
few pesukim after that, the Torah speaks of a
situation “When in your war against a city you
have to besiege it a long time in order to capture
it...” (20:19). Next week’s parasha begins with the
phrase “ki teizei lamilchama” (21:10).

While the insights from these passages that
focus on waging war remain profoundly rel-
evant to the ongoing war, I want to focus on
one aspect of the post-combat return from the
battlefield. Generally speaking, the returning
soldiers might fit into one of three psycholog-
ical trajectories. One trajectory is that of the
resilient or quick-recovering soldier. He may
not experience a significant decline in his psy-
chological state, and if he does, his recovery
is quick and robust. A second group includes
the soldier who is clearly struggling with his
post-combat adjustment to regular life, and he
is not showing signs of recovery. For such a per-
son, the post-combat disorientation spills into
work, close relationships, and daily routines.
Loved ones often take on a caregiving role.
For such a soldier, there are typically support
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systems available, imperfect as these systems
can be, and many soldiers in this category do
receive substantial support over time.

The soldier in the third group, which I refer to
as “the blender,” is less visible, but I suspect this
group is quite large. He functions well enough
to manage, at least at the outset, but his trajec-
tory is not one of full recovery. This soldier may
have turned down psychological support at the
beginning because it was not necessary, but
after several months, his progress plateaus or
regresses. He may be uncomfortable reaching
out for support at this later point and he may
not even know exactly what he would be trying
to address. He also finds that public support is
declining for people in his situation, partially
because the systems were not designed for
someone in his middle-ground position. He
has a job, but he is not as productive as he
used to be; his marriage is still technically intact
and he spends time with his children, but he
and his wife are not feeling connected to one
another. He looks like he is functioning, but he
experiences internal turmoil.

The blending-in soldier may seek relief in
ways that are not conspicuously destructive, but
his coping strategies do not promote recovery
and may lead to increased feelings of discon-
nection. He may drink or smoke more often,
may spend more time scrolling on his phone,
or avoid time with friends or family. External
events like new call-ups for reserves or news
of a fellow soldier’s injury can be destabilizing.

This soldier’s spouse and loved ones also may
feel frustrated and lost. Are they supposed to
push the soldier to reduce or eliminate these



coping strategies? And if so, what happens
when the soldier is not receptive to this encour-
agement? Or, alternatively, is his wife supposed
to be hands-off and be patient as her husband
seems bogged down—would this be considered
help or neglect?

On a communal level, we also face a variety
of challenges in supporting this soldier. Acti-
vating more psychotherapists does not really
help address the issue, as the struggle of this
group typically is not related to an inability to
access mental health professions. The funding
and services that might be the most useful—like
covering some bills or childcare costs during
the recovery time, or ensuring job security as
they recover finding—are very complicated
to implement, especially as public attention
dissipates.

While it may not be possible to solve all the
challenges faced by the “blenders,” we might
take a lesson from the eglah arufa where the
elders must testify that they did not abandon
the traveler. The “blenders” among our return-
ing soldiers are precisely such figures. Their
suffering is easy to overlook because it is muted,
overshadowed by more obvious crises. Yet the
Torah demands we notice and try to take steps
to ease their burdens.

Rabbi Dr. Ethan Eisen is a licensed clinical psychologist
with specialty in helping those with combat trauma.

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Brand new building on Mekor Chaim
Recently finished, 4 rooms, 111m, mirpeset, storage,
parking, Shabbat elevator, 3rd floor. 4.37m nis

Great opportunity to buy in a new building
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot

2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices start
atjust 2.19m nis

Forrentin Bustan Baka

Over sized 3 room including a safe room, 95m +

9m mirpeset, 3rd floor with Shabbat elevator, parking
space, furnished, green views. 13,200nis/month

Marriage CPR+-

“Re-Vibe" - Re-Structure -Renew
OOOCT=K

Rebbetzen
Rochel Albert

Marriage Transformational
Coach & Solutionist

-

Rebbetzen Albert specializes in
complex shalom bayis cases and
mental health challenges within a

Torah-based framework.

She has an 80% success ratein
transforming 100's of broken
relationships with her unique

multi-faceted approach via zoom
and remote sessions.

©®+1(305) 305-3333
®055-500-9021
© rochel@moodtek.com

FREE OFFER

Trigger release -Communicaton
+Intimacy-Boundaries

7-Hour Online
Marriage
Reboot Seminar

Learn holistic
energy medicine therapy
the kosher way online for

frum students.

Moodtek.com
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Leaders of the Jewish People

Parashat Shoftim presents judges and kings
as the decision-making authorities for the Jew-
ish nation. Judges were chosen by G-d, while
Kings were supreme, hereditary rulers emanat-
ing from the tribe of Yehuda. A judge's authority
was focused on judicial tasks and certain mili-
tary issues, whereas the king's position defined
a more centralized, permanent authority over
the entire country. The transition from judges
to kings, initiated by the people's request for a
king like other nations, marked a shift from G-d
as the direct ruler to a man-centered system.

As kings assumed their positions in a hered-
itary manner, many followed their wants and
their needs rather than the laws and command-
ments as set down in the Torah. Rabbi Yaakov
Meidan writes that the Jews were given three
Mitzvot when they entered the land, namely, to
destroy Amalek, to build a Temple for sacrifice
and prayer, and to appoint a king. Rav Meidan
argues that the kings were often deficient in
their G-d fearing behavior, but their influence
on the people was astounding. Accordingly,
when the country of Israel was split into two
kingdoms, Judah and Israel, the unity of "Am
Yisrael" was split into two, accompanied by
many battles with thousands being killed.

In Shmuel 1, G-d was reluctant to give Israel
a king because their request to be like other
nations was a rejection of Him as their true
king and an expression of misplaced trust in
worldly power. G-d warned Shmuel that a king
would be oppressive and that the people would
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eventually regret their choice, but He ultimately
granted their demand, allowing them free will,
albeit with serious consequences.

Yet, the Ramban also lists a positive side for a
country led by a king. Several times throughout
the Torah, the need for Israel to be ruled by kings is
expressed. This is particularly seen in 6 : 177wx12)
(where Abraham, Issac, and Jacob are told that
their descendants will serve as kings of Israel. The
perceived advantages for ancient Israel in having a
human king included a person to provide guidance
and protection, a way to establish national unity
and identity like other nations, a more efficient
system for warfare and leadership, and a leader
who could serve as both a ruler and, when needed,
as a judge for the people of Israel (1 Samuel 8).

Moreover, according to the Ramban, the
institution of a king is not merely a practical or
political choice but a mitzvah (commandment)
to act per God's will and covenant. According to
him, the king serves as the head of the nation,
responsible for implementing Jewish law and
ensuring the welfare of the people within the land
of Israel proper. And, finally, unlike other opin-
ions that see the command to establish royalty in
Israel as conditional and temporary, the Ramban
argues that the mandate for a king is a universal
command for all generations, not limited to the
original conquest or specific individuals. B

Dr. Meni Koslowsky is a Professor in the department
of Psychology at Ariel University and Bar-llan
University (emeritus).



HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

FOLDING CHAIRS

* STYLE & COMFORT

* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS
« STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS ™
 FAST DELIVERY

€ OLDEES

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181

Want to wake up every
morning to this view!?

For sale in
Rechavia
exclusively by
Karni Realty.
On the sought- 8
after Diskin Street:

4 room apartment
on the 10th floor,
private parking,
same floor

shelter (mamad)
and more.

For
detuails,
Karni call Karni:

052-6526144
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maimhaim.org /womensretreat

MORE INFO: 53 4506927 |info@maimhaim.org
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Netanel Epstein www.netbateps.com

YOUR FATHER AND | WERE JUST CLEARING
,  OUT DUR OLD ATTIC, AND WE FOUND ALL
¥ THESE DELIGHTFUL MEMOIRES...

TALK OF THE
MASHIACH...

AND | SAY THAT A5
“THE WING OF EMBARASSING...”

—
IF YOUR GRANDMA CHEFTTI
HEARS ABOUT THIS... 4

OH, BENNY-BUNNYKINS,
YOU'LL NEVER GUESS
WHAT | JU5T FDIJIlL‘I!

| FOUND ANOTHER ONE,
CHEFTIL...

YOUR PHOKE'S RINGING, I}nDD\'

WE FOUND DAD'S OLD ELVIS RECORD!
REMEMBER HOW HOW YOU USED TD PONDER
OVER THAT WHEM YOU WERE LITTLE?

YOU WERE SUCH A SWEETYKINS...

WHAT MAKES HIM A KING?
DOES HE HAVE TWO SEFER-TORAHS,
ONE IN HIS PALACE AND ONE TRAVEL-
SIZED ONE STRAPPED TO HIS ARM?

WELL, PARENTS,
EMJOY, I'D BETTER
BE...

AND LOOK, WE FOUND THE ORIGINAL
| CINEMA TICKET WHEN WE TOOK YOU

'- TO SEE “THE LION WINGY"
REMEMBER?

ND, SOM, IT°5... HE'S NOT THAT
KIND OF... HE'S THE KING OF
ROCK AND ROLL!

 OH YES, YOU HAD THIS ADORABLE SQUEAKY
LITTLE VOICE AND YOU SAID “THE RING"?
WHY 15 HE CALLED *THE WIRG"?

HA HA, WASH'T | QUITE THE % REMEMBER HOW YOU STORMED IHTO
1 LUIEWEI) LITTLE SMART- I-LH:"’ THE TOY SHOP AND DEMANDED TO
i ; KHOW IF KING KONG HAD BEEN
& WELL, IF THAT'S ALL, I'I.L Bl ANMDINTED BY AN AUTHORISED
YOU GOOD DAY... / PROPHET WITH THE HOLY DIL...7

OH, AND THEN
WE FOUND

YOU FAMOUSLY STOOD UP IN THE CINEMA AND
TRIED COUNTING LIONESSES EVERY TIME
THEY APPEARED ON THE SCREEN...

SCIENCE, THANK YOU.

.- AND WHEN THE STAFF WORKERS POLITELY
INGUIRED WHAT YOU WERE DOING, YOU
ASKED RATHER LOUDLY IF MUFASA
IS AWARE THAT HE'S ONLY ALLOWED
UP T0 18 WIVES, AND ACCORDING TO THE
RAMBAM, ONLY ONE VIRTUOUS ONE?

OH, EVAN, DEAR,
WHERE'S THAT

RIDICULOUS MONKEY? || ER... MY GODDNESS,
| LOOK AT THE TIME...!




TRIP T THE 100, WHEN YOU WERE EIGHT...?
—
REMEMBER, YOU HAD TO BE FISHED OUT OF THE
KING PENGUIN TANK, WHERE YOU SAID YOU
WERE CHECKING IF HE HAD...

«. B POCKET SEFER
TORAH UNDER HIS
WiNG?

AND THEN WE FOUND THIS OLD PHOTO OF THAT

...AND WE EVEN FOUNKD THE POLICE
STATEMENT FROM THAT TIME YOU WERE
THROWMN DUT OF "LORD OF THE RINGS -
THE RETURN OF THE KING”
BECAUSE...

TO PAY HIS LEGIONS STASHED AWAY
UNDER THE FISHPOND...

AND LODK, HERE'S THAT

PURIM (OSTUME WE BOUGHT
YOU OF THAT RIDICULOUS

MADAGASCAN LEMUR...

BECAUSE
1 THEY'RE
wor
REAL KINGS!

5 GROAN, YES,
 KING JULIEN...

¥OU GAVE & WHOLE SPEECH AT THE PURIA
PARTY, REMEMBER?
YOU QUOTED RAV SHALOM ARUSH, WHO
EXPLAINED WHY ALMOST ALL THE POLITICAL 1
CAREERS OF ALMOST ALL KINGS AND LEADERS

HAVE A STICKY END, BECAUSE...

HO, IF HE HAD MORE MONEY THAN WAS NECESSARY

.. YOU SHOUTED YOUR OUTRAGE
AT HOW THAT ARAGORN CHAPPIE HAD
FAR TOO MANRY HORSES...

SIGH, YES, SPEAKING OF ¢
BEING THROWN OUT OF... ¢

AND THERE WERE SIMILAR
RANTS IN YOUR SCHOOL
PROJECT ON
MARTIN LUTHER KING... /

AND THE SAME ABOUT THE KIRGFISHER
AKD THE WING CWARLES SPANIEL
AND | SEEM TO RECALL YOU GETTING

UPSET OVER A KING-S1ZE MARS BAR...

. BECAUSE THEY THINK THAT THEYRE RUNHIN
THE SHOW! THEY FAIL TO REALISE THAT THE
OWLY TRUE DOMINION IN THIS WORLD 15
THAT OF THE KING OF KINDS!

KING DAVID 15 THE ONLY HUMAN KING WHOSE
DYNASTY 15 ETERMAL, BECAUSE WE TRULY KEPT
ALL THE LAWS OF A JEWISH KING THAT REMIND
HIM THAT WIS KINGDOM IS PURELY FOR THE SAKE

\ OF G-0°S REIGN OVER CREATION!

i S0 SWEET, BUT
Y [ BOY, AM | GLAD
[ vouve
OQUTGROWN SUCH
EMBARRASSMENTS!

HARREL AND | WERE JUST
THROWN OUT OF A FAST-FOOD PLACE
BECAUSE HE MADE SIMILAR DEMANDS

WHEN WE ENTERED...

HE TOOK ONE LOOK AT THE PLACE'S LOGO

AND ASKED THE MANAGER IF THERE WAS

MORE MONEY IN THE CASH REGISTER
THAN WAS STRICTLY NECESSARY, ASIT ¢
COULD LEAD TO INFLATED EGD AND
DANGERDUSLY UNHEALTHY NARCISSISM....
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Rashi: Even if you are told right is left and
left is right.

The Ramban explains that this is a very
important mitzvah. Our Torah is written by
hand, and therefore if we don’t listen to our
rabbinic authorities there will be no rules and
the Torah will fall apart.

Everyone is entitled to their own opinion.
Everyone shines a special and different light
on every situation in life. If so, it seems like
an impossible task to create unity between
people.

PLEASE NOTE ADVERTISING DEADLINES
THROUGH THE CHAGIM:

ISSUE SHABBAT SEP 5-6
No later than Sunday morning (12pm), Aug 31+
SHABBAT SEP 12-13
No later than Monday morning, Sep 8™
ISSUE SHABBAT SEP 19-20 WHICH WILL ALSO
INCLUDE ROSH HASHANA & SHABBAT SEP 26-27
Sunday morning, Sep 14*

ISSUE YOM KIPPUR / SHABBAT OCT 3-4/
ALL OF SUKKOT / SHABBAT OCTOBER 17-18
Wednesday morning, Sep 17*

ISSUE SHABBAT 0CT 24-25
Monday morning, Oct 20*

For advertising contact Ita Rochel
ttads@ouisrael.org or 02-560-9125
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Rashi and the Ramban explain that the
Torah does not try to take away your opinion.
Rather, we are asked to trust — even if our
opinion is the exact opposite. In order to create
a united nation, we must trust each other and
our leaders, even if we disagree with them.

We must hold ourselves and our leaders to a
standard where we can be trusted, where it is
clear that we truly mean well and do not want
to harm the person standing next to us. When
we make decisions that affect our nation, we
must treat them as if we were deciding critical
halachot. Our leaders must look at the reality
of each moment and treat it as a holy, Torah-
based text.

Shabbat Shalom =

CHAYA ROBINSON
11TH GRADE, EFRAT

OPENING OUR HEARTS IN ELUL

I want to begin this Dvar Torah by giving a
warm welcome to the new olim who arrived
just last week on the charter flight, and to all
the olim who have come to Israel this summer.
Seven years ago, baruch Hashem, my family
and I also had the privilege of making aliyah,
and every year we are so excited to see new
families and individuals join us. We know it’s
no small thing to leave everything behind and
start a new life here in Israel, and we want to
say to you: welcome home.

This week also marks the beginning of Cho-
desh Elul, a time when we prepare ourselves
spiritually for the Yamim Nora’im. It’s a month
to look inward and ask: How can I become my



best self? How can I strengthen my connection
to Hashem and to others?

One answer comes right at the beginning of
this week’s parsha, Shoftim:

WK YWD N DY) MNR W7 TTI0 P PTY
("3 370 ©127) “92 1M PIFOR D

“Justice, justice shall you pursue, that you
may thrive and inherit the land that Hashem
your God is giving you.”

Why does the Torah repeat the word “justice”
twice?

The Rambam explains that it’s not only the
responsibility of judges to rule fairly — every
citizen must actively seek out truth and integ-
rity, choosing the best leaders and ensuring our
society is built on honesty and respect.

The Midrash Tanchuma adds: - p7x pTY”
“MWoY TN PTY TR — one “justice” refers
to judgment, but the second “justice” refers
to compromise. Real justice is not only about
punishment or strict rules, but about making
peace, finding unity, and helping people live
together in harmony.

And Rashi notes something powerful: the
pursuit of justice is itself what allows us to stay
in Eretz Yisrael. A society of fairness, respect, and
peace is the very foundation that holds us here.

That’s especially true when it comes to wel-
coming new olim. It is a mitzvah to greet them
warmly, to make sure they feel part of Am Yis-
rael, and to help them settle in their new home.
By showing love, unity, and support, we are not
just being kind — we are literally fulfilling the
Torah’s command to “pursue justice” and to
secure our future in thisland.

As we begin Elul, may we all succeed in
pursuing true p7¥ — by making peace, by
supporting one another, and by welcoming
every new oleh with open arms. And in this
merit, may we all be written and sealed for a
year of blessing, growth, and unity.
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GabaiRealEstate
GabaiRealEstate.com
Carmei Hanadiv
New On The Market! 106 sqm, 4 rooms, 2.5 bath, &
Parking. Huge balcony with open views, Close to shops
and reslaurants. Asking 1,850,000 NIS

Magnificent Arab-style house, three lavels with over 263
m? of registered space, and even more in reality. This
near-entire building hoasts a private enfrance, high
ceilings, a spacious wrap-around garden, and parking. In
excellent, move-in-ready condition, Embrace historic
charm with modern comfort in this extraordinary property.
Contact for more informafion!

Excellent apartment in Rechavia! 54 SOM, 1.5 beds, 1
bath, AC in every room, high ceilings, balcony. Well-kept,
b steps, prime location. Asking 2,900,000

Just Listed! Rare family home, spacious 200 sqm, 55
sqm garden, G rooms {Large Saferoom), 3.5 bath. Privale
entrance, Parking, opt. for guest unit, best location!

Amazing Listing! 98.5 SOM renovated apartment with a
private balcony in a fully accessible building, 3 bedrooms,
2 baths, 8% floor, and 2 parking spots!

Free Standing House! 355 sqm, 10 rooms, 5 balh. Poal,
Jacuzzi, Sauna. Beaulifully renovated and designed with a
massive succah terrace. Contact for more information!

Beit HaBechira, Tamar, Efrat

Amazing Cottage! Gorgeous, renovated duplex with
privale entrance. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, succah balcony,
2 parking spots and storage. Contact for pricing!

Pitom HaKetoret, Zayit, Efrat

One Of A Kind! Standalone house, beautifully designed,
7 bedrooms, 5.5 bathrooms, with a pool facing a
breathtaking view. Contact for more information

bairealestate.com},’ -
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Elia +972.52.
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Opportunity

in Karnei Shomron!

Discounts of over 300,000l - limited to 10 houses
through our exclusive buyers group
with GroupBuy Investments.

» We come as a group — and receive prices

and benefits you won’t find on the market!

P Payment plan: only 15% at the signing,
and the rest at occupancy!!

P> Semi-attached homes built by one of the top developers
in the market, 166 sqm with gardens in a new up
and coming neighborhood.

» Only 15 minutes from Kfar Saba.

Only Q7 spots left!

For more details and to reserve

your spot n the group, cal today: I!”““W GroupBuy

Gabriel - 052-3742380
Chaim - 050-2838683 InveStmentS



