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Sunset (Including Elevation)	 x:xx–x:xx
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candle lighting
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40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa)

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa)

Daf Yomi: Avodah Zarah 66
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4 TORAH TIDBITS 1626 / RE'EH

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

Our third son, the fourth child in our family 
to join the IDF, enlisted just a few weeks ago to 
the combat engineering unit and it made me 
start thinking of my days in basic training so 
long ago. As we learned how to be soldiers, to 
be a team, and how to use our weapons well 
and responsibly, something that was drilled 
into us over and over again was how import-
ant a careful shot is, and that even being off 
by a millimeter when looking through a 

scope can result in missing the target by a 
meter or much more. Ordinarily, being off 
by a millimeter doesn’t matter very much, 
but in life-and-death situations, which in 
the army was almost always the case, it was 
the difference between protecting innocent 
civilians and stopping terrorism.

I was thinking of this important message as 
I attended the levaya of Rabbi Berel Wein zt"l.  
What Rabbi Berel Wein was able to accom-
plish in his 91 years, between being a rav 
in numerous different communities and 
through his many classes and the innovative 
use of new technology for education, through 
the Destiny Foundation and so many others, 
most people wouldn’t be able to accomplish 
in 200 years. As I heard at the levaya, so 
many spoke beautifully about his focus, his 
drive. Even Shabbat was no day of rest for 
him, because he would regularly give seven 
to eight shiurim every single Shabbat. All to 
make sure that the message of Torah was 
getting out to the world.

In fact, this past Shavuot, we ran an OU 
Israel program in partnership with Rabbi 
Wein’s shul, Beit Knesset HaNasi. Unfortu-
nately, I could not be there, though I very 
much wanted to be. But Rabbi Sam Shor, our 
OU Israel Director of Torah Initiatives, told 
me afterward how incredible Rabbi Wein 
was. How he got up leil Shavuot, a 91-year-
old man, and started off the evening without 
a note, yet spoke for almost an hour. Rabbi 
Shor and others who had attended told me 
how incredible his shiur was and how the 

ברוך דיין האמת

The OU Israel Family  
mourns the passing of 

RABBI BEREL WEIN זצל 
An extraordinary educator,  

historian, and Rav who inspired  
generations across Klal Yisrael.  

His wisdom, warmth, and  
timeless teachings will continue  

to guide us for many years to come. 
Among the many leadership  

positions that Rabbi Wein occupied  
in his long and distinguished career, 

he served a number of years as  
Executive Vice President of the  

Orthodox Union and Director of  
OU Kosher. In the years following  

his aliya to Yerushalayim,  
Rabbi Wein offered many inspirational 

shiurim on behalf of OU Israel. 
We send hearfelt wishes  

of condolence to his family  
and to all of Klal Yisrael.

יהי זכרו ברוך
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entire place was riveted and at the 
edge of their seats.

Obviously, this Shavuot shiur was 
not recorded, but so many other 
shiurim of Rabbi Wein are recorded 
and can be found on the OU Israel 
Shiurim YouTube channel, if you 
want to discover what I am talking 
about.

So many incredible rabbis came to 
give hespedim at the levaya. The rav 
of the shul, Rabbi Kenigsberg, spoke beauti-
fully, as did Rabbi Meir Goldwicht, Rabbi Don 
Siegel, several sons-in-law, and close talmi-
dim as well. Rabbi Wein, in his tremendous 
humility and holiness, had instructed that the 
hespedim not be too long, but we all heard 
such incredible stories of his life and his true 
greatness. 

There was one story that really stood out to 
me, told over by his son-in-law, Rabbi Yisrael 
Gettinger. It stood out because it reminded 
me how much I should be thanking Rabbi 
Berel Wein for helping to form what the OU is 
today, even beyond the simple fact that Rabbi 
Wein headed OU Kosher back in the 1970s. 
And the story goes as follows.

It is a common custom for those attending 
a wedding to give a wedding gift at the wed-
ding itself. So when Rabbi Wein’s daughter 
got married, several people had given Rabbi 
Wein envelopes of checks or cash over the 
course of the wedding. After the wedding, 
he brought these envelopes over to his son-
in-law and daughter. 

Later, as the newlyweds looked through 
the different gifts that they had received, 
they realized that there was one envelope 
that came from a business that they did not 
know. And when they opened it up, they saw 

a check for $400 (adjusting for inflation, that’s 
something like $3500 today).

It is certainly unusual to receive such a 
large gift from a person and a business they 
did not recognize. Curiosity got the best of 
them, and so they asked Rabbi Wein if he 
knew who this generous person was. Rabbi 
Wein looked at the check and shook his head. 
“This was not meant for you. I’ll take care 
of it.” And put the check in his pocket and 
went on his way.

Some time later, his son-in-law asked him 
what the story was with that check. And 
Rabbi Wein explained that the check was 
from a company that gets OU Kosher certifi-
cation. He said that he was worried that this 
check might appear as a form of bribery from 
the company, so he called the company and 
returned the check, telling them that it wasn’t 
appropriate to give gifts like this to the head 
of OU Kosher. And in fact, Rabbi Gettinger 
says that he noticed that after a few years 
this facility lost its OU Kosher certification. 
Clearly they had been cutting corners in 
different ways.

This is what I mean by the story of learning 
in basic training how to shoot and making 
sure your aim is precise down to the milli-
meter. Because that is what Rabbi Wein did, 
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both ethically and spiritually. The reason 
OU Kosher is so successful today, and is run 
in such a clean, transparent, honest way, 
is because Rabbi Berel Wein back in the 
70s put his eye on the target in creating a 
kashrut agency that is pure, transparent, and 
that relies on halacha and the decisions of 
the gedolim, poskei halacha of the highest 
standard. That has enabled OU Kosher to 
be the gold standard of kashrut in the world 
today. Rabbi Wein’s influence continues in 
every aspect. Today, every company visit is 
documented, photographed, and signed off 
by each field representative’s supervisor, the 
rabbinical coordinator, and ultimately signed 
off by the heads of OU Kosher. This system 
builds fences upon fences of protection 
against corruption.

Rabbi Wein continued to be so close to 
us and gave us tremendous guidance at OU 
Israel. Of course, he would write his thoughts 
in Torah Tidbits for so many years, and used to 
give shiurim in the OU Israel Center on Keren 
HaYesod Street for many years. Additionally, 
just recently over the last year, we have part-
nered with his shul, the Beit Knesset HaNasi, 
as one of our locations in Yerushalayim since 
we moved our headquarters to Har Chotzvim. 
And I know for sure that our move could not 
have happened without the tremendous bra-
cha and the birkas ha'derech from Rabbi Wein, 
zecher tzaddik v'kadosh l'vracha.

To hear at the levaya the values he infused 
into the OU early on was so impactful for me. 
And since the levaya was completely packed, 
without even standing room, I’m sure that 
each and every one of the participants walked 
out with a different understanding of the 
impact Rabbi Wein had on their lives.

May we continue in his footsteps and bezrat 
Hashem continue building the destiny of the 
Jewish people, through learning from our 
past, learning our Torah, and passing it on 
to the next generation in the most beautiful 
ways possible. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

In memory of  
our beloved husband, father,  

grandfather and great-grandfather

Rabbi I. Fred Hollander z”l
on his yahrzeit Rosh Chodesh Elul

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

Prime Location in the German Colony
HaTzfira Street

A boutique Tama 38 project set to be  completed within  
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience  
in one of  Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.
Highlights Include:  � Spacious 3 and 4-room apartments, all  
with Sukkah balconies and storage � A luxurious penthouse with   

nice space and terraces. � Private parking and high finishes. 
 � Ideally located close to cafes, shops,  and cultural attractions.

For more details, please contact 
Trust Real Estate Smadar  - 050-3114040
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FROM THE DESK OF 
RABBI MOSHE HAUER
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

The Ultimate 
Blessing

For several summers prior to coming 
to the OU, I would take a break from my 
normal rabbinic responsibilities to spend 
ten days at Sinai Retreats, where for a 
significant portion of each day I had the 
privilege to teach Torah to a group of 
intelligent young professionals who had 
not previously had that opportunity. We 
studied and discussed core Torah concepts 
and ideas about the G-d we believe in, the 
mission of the nation we are a part of, the 
challenges and opportunities of life, and the 
Torah that we dedicate ourselves to study 
and practice. The opportunity to spend 
hours day after day in an immersive Torah 
environment sharing the incredible wisdom 
and strength of the Torah that we study 
and observe every day and the meaning 
and purpose that it gives our lives renewed 
my own appreciation for the Torah that we 
live and learn each day. Ashreinu mah tov 
chelkinu, we are indeed very fortunate. 

Many understand this appreciation of 
Torah to be the meaning of the opening 
phrases of our Parsha. “See, this day I set 
before you blessing and curse: blessing, that 
you hear the commandments of Hashem 
your God that I place before you today….” 
Rather than spell out external rewards and 

consequences for our observance of Torah, 
here we are zeroing in on the ultimate 
blessing, the Torah itself. As the Rambam 
noted in many places (see for example 
introduction to Rambam’s commentary to 
Perek Chelek and Hilchot Teshuva Chapter 
10), our appreciation of and connection to 
Torah ultimately depends on our level of 
appreciation of its inherent value. In the 
succinct words of Pirkei Avot, s’char mitz-
vah mitzvah, the ultimate reward of doing 
a Mitzvah is the Mitzvah itself.

Ramban very simply and beautifully 
underscores the value of seeing the inher-
ent benefits of Torah in explaining this 
verse in last week’s Parsha (10:12-13): “And 
now, O Israel, what does Hashem your 
God demand of you? Only this: to revere 
Hashem your G-d, to walk in all His paths, 
to love Him, and to serve Hashem your G-d 
with all your heart and soul, keeping the 
L-RD’s commandments and laws, which I 
enjoin upon you today, for your good.”

Ramban notes - as the Talmud had pre-
viously - how odd it seems that this phrase 
can begin with an apparent minimization of 
Hashem’s demands of us when in fact the 
list of expectations is so long and imposing. 
Yet, noted the Ramban, the key lies in seeing 
how the entire statement is anchored in its 
closing phrase, l’tov lach, “for your good.” 
The Torah is big and broad and its obli-
gations many, but once we can recognize 
and taste the incredible benefit it provides 
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FROM THE DESK OF 
RABBI MOSHE HAUER
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

A s h k e l n

FFrroomm  aannootthheerr  tthhrriilllleedd  cclliieenntt,,
oonnee  ooff  tthhee  113311  ffoorr  wwhhoomm
wwee  ffoouunndd  tthheeiirr  ppeerrffeecctt  
SSeeaa  VViieeww  aappaarrttmmeenntt!!

”Thanks to you! 
It was           that we
met you when we did!”



us in our own lives, its observance moves 
immediately from burden to privilege. It 
is not a burden when we appreciate its 
incredible benefits.

Ashreinu mah tov chelkeinu, we are 
indeed very fortunate. Each of us can ben-
efit greatly from taking every opportunity 
to learn Torah in a way that helps us tran-
scend our own slide into routine that allows 
us to lose sight of the gift of Torah life and 
forget its privilege. Sharing the richness of 
Torah refreshes our own enthusiasm for 
it as we bring its light and power both to 
those outside our community who have 
never seen it as well as to those inside our 
family and community who have seen it 
but have either forgotten or never truly 
experienced its delicious taste. 

Torah itself is the ultimate blessing. 

FURNITURE DOCT    R 
THE

Professional Services and Repairs since 1898

TM

**************** RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH ****************
PHONE: 02-999-2418                WHATSAPP: 058 787 3755

EMAIL: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il   WEBSITE: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il

Family-owned. Reliable craftsmanship. Customer ServiceFamily-owned. Reliable craftsmanship. Customer Service

Summer’s almost over — is your furniture
ready for company?

You’ve had a great summer. Your furniture? Maybe, not so much.

We fix chairs, tables, couches & recliners - Structural repairs done right
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Limited pre-sale options 

LUXURY PROJECTS & APARTMENTS  
IN TEL AVIV

Ideal for Anglos, walk to sea, beach, sea views 
with many options to suite all lifestyle & choices

üPrime location

üSpacious 2, 3, 4, 5 room 
   options

üPremium finishes and          
   layouts

ü20% down payment

ü Ideal for families,  
   investment or Aliyah

üOptions available now  
   or within 1 to 3 years 

üSecure yours today

CONTACT US TODAY
Tel/WhatsApp: +972 50 446 9515
Office: +972 02 568 6578
Email: info@israel-properties.com  
www.israel-properties.com

Contact us and let us help you

  60 Diskin Street, Jerusalem         
www.privatedoctorisrael.com              
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In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”h
 חוה פעסא בת אהרן זלמן הכהן ע״ה

Mother of Reuven Tradburks

of their journey to here. 
Now Moshe begins to address the society 

we want to build in the land. Less conversa-
tion, more instructions, proscriptions. 

What are the pillars of this new Jewish 
society? What are its principles, its values? 

In a word: ethical monotheism. Our parsha 
outlines that belief in One G-d is the heart of 
our new Jewish society. And generosity to 
others. Ethical monotheism. We will get to 
judiciary, legislature and executive branch 
in the upcoming parshiot. But ours is the 
foundation. Belief. And behavior.

1ST ALIYA (DEVARIM 11:26-12:10)
I place before you blessing as a 

consequence of keeping mitzvot; 
and curse as a consequence for not. You are 
entering the Land and will establish yourself 
there. These are the laws: rid the Land of 
idols whether they are on mountains, hills 
or under trees. And hence uproot service of 
them. Do not serve your G-d in many places 
rather serve Him in the one place I choose. 
That is where you shall bring all your offer-
ings. And that is where you shall rejoice.

The first pillar of our Jewish society is, well, 
the first two of the Ten Commandments. One 
G-d. And rejection of idols. The directive to 
root out idols makes sense.

But what is noticeable is the insistence on 
one central place of national service of G-d. 
Offerings are to be brought only there. This 
is in stark contrast to the plethora of idols on 
hill tops and under trees all over the Land. 
The one central place reinforces that there 

PARSHAT RE’EH
 Parshat Re’eh begins a section filled with 

mitzvot. In the next 3 parshiot there are 170 
Mitzvot, ¼ of all the mitzvot of the Torah. 

In the flow of Moshe’s speech, he pivots 
from a discussion of how we got to where we 
are to a discussion of how we are to live in 
the Land. No more speaking of the challenges 
in your conquest of the Land; now we are 
speaking of the Jewish society we are to create 
in the Land. 

In the first 3 parshiot of Devarim Moshe 
conversed with the people. He addressed 
their doubts and concerns and reviewed 
our history to learn its lessons. If you doubt 
you can take the Land, remember the sin 
of the spies; don’t repeat their skepticism. 
If you doubt your ability, remember your 
victories over Sichon and Og. If you are 
worried that the nations are too powerful 
for you, remember the wonders of Egypt; He 
will do what is necessary. If you doubt your 
worth, remember Sinai; He chose to speak 
with you, His people. And if you think you 
are superior, remember your failing of the 
golden calf. 

In these first 3 parshiot Moshe converses 
with the people, addressing their thoughts, 
doubts, and concerns. Moshe assuages those 
uncertainties through recounting the lessons 
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is but one G-d. 
2ND ALIYA (12:11-28)

The place that G-d will choose to 
dwell shall be the place you bring 

your offerings. And you shall rejoice there 
with your family, your workers and the Levi. 
Now, you may consume meat wherever you 
dwell, but not as holy offerings. The holy 
things are to be done in this one place only. 
When you enjoy expansive borders and want 
to consume meat, you may do so without 
any restrictions of tuma. However, do not 
consume the blood. You may not offer holy 
things and vows in your locale, but only in 
the place He chooses. 

Sacrifices must only be brought in the Tem-
ple in Jerusalem (or the Mishkan before that). 
But you may eat meat, though not its blood, 
outside of the Temple. 

The permission to eat meat out of the Tem-
ple is emphasized. I wonder why. Is the Torah 
trying to make a philosophical statement, like, 
remember that though you are subservient 
to G-d, you are the crown of creation and 
have every right to exercise your dominance 
over animals?

Or perhaps to contrast the two contexts of 
consumption. Eating meat out of the Temple, 
while permitted is consumption, earthy. Eat-
ing meat of a sacrifice is rejoicing in G-d’s 
Presence. Do not confuse pleasure with 
simcha. Eating meat is pleasure; basking in 
G-d’s Presence is simcha.

3RD ALIYA (12:29-13:19)
When you become settled in 

the Land, be wary of the snare of 
attraction of the religions in the Land. Though 
you be tempted to want to learn how they 
serve their gods and to borrow from that, 
do not do it. We have ours; do not add, nor 

subtract from our own. If a prophet predicts 
future events with accuracy but instructs 
people to follow a false god, do not listen to 
him. You are to follow G-d. If your brother, 
son, daughter or even wife or best friend 
try to convince you to follow an idol, do not 
listen to them. They are to be put to death for 
attempting to sway people to idol worship; 
you are not to shield them. If an entire city 
worships idols, it is to be destroyed.

Idol worship will lure you, hook you in 4 
ways: the beauty of the practices, the power of 
the charismatic prophet, the draw of the peo-
ple closest to us, and the sway of the crowd. 

The religions of the world have their 
attraction. There are many noble practices, 
much grandeur, inspiration and beauty. You 
may wonder perhaps if our services can be 
enhanced by gospel singers or the majesty 
of the Church organ. Don’t go looking for 
their best. For 2 reasons: our practices are 
ours. We serve Him in the way He says. And 
second, in looking at their practices, you risk 
being drawn to switch sides and simply stay 
with theirs. 

And people influence people. The prophet, 
who has earned authority through predicting 
the future has great sway. Don’t listen to him 
if he professes a belief in idols.

So too, those closest to us, relatives, spouses, 
best friends. People listen to people they trust. 
But not if they are drawing you to idols. 

And the power of the group – social pres-
sure, an entire city. For all of these, it is dif-
ficult to turn against them in judgment. We 
protect our leaders, our family. We know this 
all too well; there is a great pull to protect the 
person in power or the family member, while 
allowing them to continue their damaging 
ways. 
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4TH ALIYA (14:1-21)
The laws of kashrut: animals 

with a split hoof and chew their 
cud may be eaten. Fish with fins and scales. 
Birds that are predatory are listed as not 
kosher. And do not consume an animal that 
died on its own, nor cook a kid in its mother’s 
milk.

The laws of kashrut have already been 
given in Parshat Shemini. They are repeated 
here perhaps as a statement of Jewish dif-
ference. We believe differently. We eat 
differently. 

And following immediately after the allure 
of idol worship, perhaps these laws are placed 
here as they create a barrier to social contact 
with the peoples of the Land. If you can’t eat 
together, much harder to socialize. Food is the 
lubricant of social intimacy. The kashrut laws 
set us apart, limiting social contact and so 
protecting us from slipping into idol worship.

5TH ALIYA (14:22-29)
Maaser sheni: 10% of your pro-

duce is to be eaten in proximity to 
the Temple area. If this is too much to trans-
port, exchange it for money. The money must 
be used for food in the holy place, shared 
with others. And you will rejoice before G-d.

Maaser sheni is an unusual mitzvah. Ter-
uma is an amount given to kohanim, as a tax 
to support the kohanim. Maaser is 10% given 
to the Leviim to support them. 

But Maaser sheni is 10% of the remainder 
of the crop to be eaten in the holy place, in 
proximity to the Temple area. In Shilo that 
meant within eyesight of the Temple area, in 
Jerusalem it meant within the city walls. It 
does not need to be eaten by the owner; but 
it does need to be eaten in Jerusalem. 

There are 2 implications to this mitzvah: 

1) the farmer is forced to go regularly to 
experience the holiness of the mikdash and 
2) Jerusalem becomes full of produce. 

If 10% of all produce must end up in Jeru-
salem, the prices fall due to supply. There 
will always be plenty of food for cheap in 
Jerusalem. This is fascinating social engineer-
ing; an indirect way of creating inexpensive 
food for the needy. 

This is a double mitzvah: a push to the 
farmer to stay connected to holiness. And a 
safety net for the needy; Jerusalem becomes 
a breadbasket, city of plenty, of surplus and 
hence of help to those in need.

6TH ALIYA (15:1-18)
Shmita for loans: the 7th year 

cancels all loans. G-d will bless you 
in the Land so that there will be no poor. 
When one who is needy approaches you, 
open your hand and give what he needs. 
Do not withhold a loan as the shemita year 
approaches knowing it will be canceled. 
Rather give him, for there will always be 
needy people. A slave shall also go free in 
the 7th year. Give him freely upon his release. 
Should he want to remain a slave to you, he 
may do so. Don’t resent sending him free, for 
he worked for you for 6 years; G-d will bless 
you for your compliance.

This aliya and the one before form a second 
pillar of society in the Land: care for others. 
The first pillar was a G-d central society, 
monotheism, expressed by a central Temple 
where all offerings are brought. Care for oth-
ers is the next pillar. 

The canceling of loans every 7 years is a 
form of bankruptcy; allowing a fresh start 
for one who has fallen on hard times. When 
someone is in trouble and needs a loan, don’t 
be a loan shark, a predator, swooping down 
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STATS
 

47th of the 54 sedras; 4th of 11 in Devarim.
257.8 lines in a Torah (rank: 4th) 
20 Parshiyot - 5 open; 15 closed 
126 pesukim - ranks 13th (1st in Devarim). 
1932 words - ranks 7th (1st in Devarim).
7442 letters - ranks 7th (1st in Devarim).
 

MITZVOT

55 of 613; 17 positive, 38 prohibition. 
That's almost 9% of the Torah's mitzvot; 
only Ki Teitzei & Emor have more.

on the desperate. Rather, if he can’t pay, let 
it go. Give him a fresh start.

As is freeing the slave. A fresh start.
7TH ALIYA (15:19-16:17)

A first-born animal shall be 
brought as an offering. Should it 

be blemished, it is consumed by the owner. 
Pesach: the Pesach offering must be brought 
in the place He chooses. Shavuot: You and all 
yours shall rejoice in the place He chooses. 
Sukkot: You shall celebrate for 7 days at the 
time of the harvest and shall be joyful. On 
these holidays one appears before G-d and 
celebrates with what we have been blessed 
with.

The 3 regalim or pilgrimage holidays are 
religious social engineering. The Jew needs 
to spend time in Jerusalem regularly. That 
experience makes a difference. We all know 
that. Moving out of our routine and experi-
encing a different, more rarified and holy 
place leaves its mark. While we are always 
before G-d, the regular journey to Jerusalem 
creates a regular bond with rarefied holiness. 

We see it in our own time; oh, how privi-
leged we are to see the impact of the richness 
of our modern-day Jerusalem on the Jews of 
the world. How many of us had our religious 
journey sparked in these streets of Jerusalem? 

The pilgrimage holidays are social engi-
neering: people return home as different 
people after the experience of the Mikdash. 

YESHAYAHU 54:11- 55:5
This week's haftorah is the third of a series 

of seven "Haftarot of Consolation." Hashem 
addresses the "afflicted and storm-tossed" 
Jerusalem "who has not been comforted," 
assuring her that she, and her people, will 

be restored to full glory. The foundation, 
walls and ground of Yerushalayim will be 
laid with precious stones. Her children will 
be "disciples of Hashem," and will enjoy 
abundant peace. Any weapon engineered 
against her will fail.

The prophet then invites the thirsty to 
acquire "water," namely those who are thirsty 
for spirituality should study the quenching 
words of Torah. He promises the nation an 
everlasting covenant similar to that made 
with King David. This is also an allusion to 
Mashiach, David's descendant, who will be 
revered by all of the nations of the world. 
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כי אם אל המקום אשר יבחר ה' ..לשום את שמו שם לשכנו תדרשו ובאת שמה )יב:ה(

"But unto the place which G-d shall choose...to put his name there, unto His habi-
tation shall you seek and there you shalt come."(12:5)
Why does the pasuk state that "you shall seek" in the plural form and then "you 
shalt come" in the singular form?
Maimonides (Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon 1138-1204) in his work the "Guide to the 
Perlexed" explains that “the place” is left anonymous, with no reference to Jerusa-
lem, in order that other nations won't appreciate the value the Jewish people put on 
this place and fight for possession. Another reason he gives is in order that no inter-
nal strife take place within the tribes arguing who gets Jerusalem in their territory.
Now we can understand the answer of the Gerrer Rebbe: (Rabbi Avraham Mor-
dechai Alter 1865-1948) "seek out"- in the plural, why we have no Temple today 
because of the multitudes of Israel that fight amongst themselves – in the plural. 
When "you come" as a single unit then you will merit the coming of the Temple.
Shabbat Shalom V'Chodesh Tov

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

Beit HaNatziv, 
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Talpiot/Arnona
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S c h e d u l e  a n 
a p p o i n t m e n t  t o d a y
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THE PERSON in the parsha

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, 

EMERITUS

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

What Do We 
Know About 

Poverty?
Young Jewish students who are just begin-

ning to study world history are often sur-
prised to learn that early theorists of socialism 
and communism were Jews. Having been 
raised in essentially capitalist countries, they 
cannot fathom the fact that a large percent-
age of early supporters of those movements, 
especially in Russia and in Eastern Europe, 
were Jews themselves.

During the many years I served as a pulpit 
rabbi, I would meet regularly with a group 
of teenagers from my synagogue. Our dis-
cussions ranged across a wide spectrum 
of topics, and more than once the question 
was posed to me, “Rabbi, what attracted so 
many members of our faith to socialism and 
communism?”

Like all such general questions, there is not 
one simple answer. I explained that to the 
teenagers. But I did assert that one compo-
nent of that phenomenon was connected to 
our religion and its values.

Undoubtedly, many who were attracted to 
those movements in the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth century were, to some extent, 
influenced by a desperate need to heal the 
rampant poverty that typified the human 

condition throughout history, especially 
since the Industrial Revolution. That desper-
ate need was consistent with the religious 
teachings that these individuals imbibed in 
their formative years.

Generally, by the time they became active 
members of these new movements they had 
long since rejected Jewish belief and Jewish 
observance. But the imprint of their family 
environment and cheder education remained 
alive and motivated the political direction 
they took as they approached adulthood.

The roots of the Jewish attitude toward pov-
erty are to be found in this week’s Torah por-
tion, Re’eh (Deuteronomy 12:1-16:17). Now, the 
number of Torah portions, parshiyot, matches 
the number of weeks there are in a year. There 
is a total of 613 mitzvot, or commandments. 
Not every parsha contains a commandment. 
Some contain only one or two.

But our parsha contains upwards of one 
hundred mitzvot. The exact number is 
debated by various authorities. How many 
of these commandments do you think relate 
to the themes of poverty and charity?

I count at least twenty. They include tithes 
to the Priests, Levites, and to the poor, espe-
cially widows and orphans; to walk in the 
paths of the gracious Lord; to fear the Lord 
and to cleave to Him and to His Torah sages; 
to protest against those who persecute others; 
that members of the Israelite nation display 
compassion toward each other; to forgive 
debts with the approach of the seventh year 
of the shemittah cycle; to avoid becoming 
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dependent on charity oneself; to conform to 
the priorities among charitable causes; not 
to be cold-hearted when distributing charity; 
not to be stingy; to free a Hebrew slave after 
six years of service, to reward him or her 
generously at the conclusion of their term 
of service, and to always remember that we 
were all once slaves in Egypt!

Quite a list, wouldn’t you say? No wonder 
so many of our co-religionists were deluded 
by the new political and economic move-
ments that vainly promised to defeat poverty 
once and for all!

The fact remains, however, that poverty 
exists, even in our own circles. Indeed, the 
gap between needy Jews and affluent ones 
has demonstrably increased in recent years. 
Dire poverty has been exacerbated by the 
current post-October 7, 2023 war. How apt are 
the words we read this Shabbat: “For there 
will never cease to be needy ones in your 
land, which is why I command you: open 
your hand to the poor and needy kinsman 
in your land.” (Deuteronomy 15:11)

The above verse is severely disappointing. 
“Never cease!”? Ever? Yet it is reaffirmed by 
at least one Talmudic passage, in Tractate 
Shabbat 151b, which reads: “Samuel [an 
early Talmudic sage] said, ‘There is no dif-
ference between this world and the Era of 
the Messiah, except that we will no longer be 
dominated by alien kingdoms, as it is written 
that there will never cease to be needy ones 
in your land.’” Even the Messiah himself will 
not eliminate poverty!

There are other texts, however, which are 
more reassuring and which clearly indicate 
that poverty will cease if we do our part in 
our own reaction to it. Thus, “There shall be 
no needy among you… If only you heed the 

Lord your God and take care to keep all this 
instruction that I enjoin upon you this day” 
(Deuteronomy 15:4-5).

As Maimonides/Rambam comments near 
the conclusion of his Hilchot Melachim in 
describing the Era of the Messiah: “At that 
time there will be neither famine, nor war, 
nor envy or conflict, for all good things will 
be as plentiful and as readily available as the 
earth itself.”

It is up to us, folks, and we need not resort 
to newly discovered economic strategies. We 
must simply cling to the values expressed in 
this week’s parsha, act compassionately to all, 
avoid selfishness and self-aggrandizement, 
and open our hearts and hands to those in 
need.

I feel compelled to close with an insight 
into the minds of poor people. It is presented 
creatively in an interpretation of a Mishnah 
in Tractate Bikkurim 3:8.

The Mishnah elaborates upon the mitzvah 
of bikkurim, bringing the first fruits of one’s 
field to the Kohen in the Beit HaMikdash in 
Jerusalem. The fruits are to be brought in a 
basket to the Kohen, as described in a parsha 
we will read in several weeks, Ki Tavo.

The Mishnah reads: “The wealthy would 
bring their first fruits in containers of silver 
and gold, while the poor would bring them 
in baskets of woven strands of peeled willow 
branches. The baskets and fruits were gifted 
to the Kohanim.”

The Talmud (Bava Kama 92a) understands 
this to mean that the “baskets” of the poor 
were handed to the Kohen together with the 
fruits. But the “silver and gold containers” 
of the wealthy were returned to them. The 
Talmud there sees this as an example of the 
Aramaic adage, “Poverty pursues the poor”, 
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or more bluntly, “the rich get richer and the 
poor get poorer”.

The commentaries on the Mishnah wonder 
why some adjustment was not made to avoid 
embarrassing the poor. After all, the Rabbis 
could have required the wealthy to bring 
modest baskets so that the poor would not 
feel humiliated.

Pinchas Kehati, in his outstanding expla-
nation of the Mishnah, a work I prefer in my 
own Mishnah study, refers to an explanation 
offered by Malbim, the nineteenth century 
commentator on Chumash, in his remarks 
on Devarim 26:4.

The poor person, argues Malbim, wove the 
basket with his own hands. He could afford 
nothing but willow branches, and he pains-
takingly peeled off the bark and carefully 
wove the strands of wood into the form of a 
primitive basket. He was proud of his work 
and felt honored to donate the gift. The Kohen 
appreciated the arduous effort of the poor 
man. The poor man was by no means humil-
iated. Quite the contrary, he was gratified to 
have his puny basket ceremoniously received.

The wealthy man, however, put no effort 
into his golden or silver container. He ordered 
it at the local shopping mall. The Kohen, as a 
Temple stand-in, is not impressed by material 
trinkets. He gladly, with no fanfare, handed 
it back to the rich man without so much as 
a thank you.

The lesson is an important one. The poor 
man acting simply but sincerely and authen-
tically stands higher than the wealthy man 
who merely spends a few dollars to grudg-
ingly do his duty.

Let’s assist the needy person, but let us not 
belittle him, nor, Heaven forbid, treat him 
condescendingly. 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Is This  
Any Way to  
Introduce  
a Hero?

With the month of Nissan upon us, we 
return to the story of our nation’s birth, as 
Moshe rises to leadership and the exodus 
again unfolds.

Moshe’s yearly introduction in the text, 
however, is cause for pause. For some rea-
son, the Torah chooses to introduce the birth 
of the greatest leader we have ever known- 
in the most innocuous way possible.

“And a man went from the House of Levi 
and he took a daughter of Levi. And the 
woman conceived and gave birth to a son.”

Questions abound:
Why does the Torah depart from its usu-

al mode of describing an individual’s birth?
What does the seemingly superfluous 

phrase “and a man went…” indicate?
Why does the Torah omit any mention of 

Moshe’s lineage- to the point where even the 
names of his parents are deliberately omitted? 

Above all, is this any way to introduce 
a hero?

Compounding these questions is the fact 
that the omitted information concerning 
Moshe’s lineage is ultimately included in the 

Parsha that follows (why the information is 
given at that particular point is the subject 
of another article).

If the information concerning Moshe’s lin-
eage is eventually shared, why is it left out in 
the first place?

Numerous commentaries address the is-
sues before us…

Working within the realm of pshat, the 
Ibn Ezra suggests that, at the time of Moshe’s 
birth, the Israelites lived in many cities in 
Egypt. Through the phrase, “And a man 
went,” the Torah is simply informing us that 
Amram “went” from one Egyptian city to an-
other in order to marry Yocheved.

Perhaps the Ibn Ezra intends to emphasize 
that Yosef’s plan for his family’s descent into 
Egypt has, by this point, broken down. Orig-
inally meant to remain separate from the 
Egyptians in the land of Goshen, the Israel-
ites are assimilating into their surroundings.

The Ramban, however, takes issue with the 
Ibn Ezra’s interpretation, arguing that the To-
rah would have no reason to inform us con-
cerning a journey taken by Amram from one 
city to another. 

Instead, maintains the Ramban, the verb 
lalachet, “to go,” is often used in the text 
when a new and difficult step is about to 
be taken. By stating, Veyeilech ish, “And a 
man went,” the Torah underscores Am-
ram’s courageous willingness to marry in 
spite of Pharaoh’s harsh decrees.

The Ramban’s approach connects to a 
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The Mystery 
of Rosh 

Chodesh
You may have never noticed, but Rosh 

Chodesh is something of a mystery. 
What exactly is the nature of this monthly 

occasion? How does it fit into the parameters 
that usually define special occasions on the 
calendar? Is Rosh Chodesh to be treated as a 
festival, or an ordinary weekday?

Strangely, the picture that emerges from the 
practices of Rosh Chodesh is, at first glance, 
confounding and contradictory.

Consider the evidence:
In contrast to Shabbat and festivals, melacha 

is permitted on Rosh Chodesh.
At the same time, some scriptural and 

Talmudic sources do obliquely indicate that 
Rosh Chodesh is not to be viewed as a full-
fledged workday. This potential limitation 

on Rosh Chodesh melacha does not emerge 
from the Biblical sources prohibiting mela-
cha on Shabbat and festivals. It is instead 
of rabbinic derivation, based on a tradition 
unique to Rosh Chodesh; a singular rela-
tionship between Jewish women and the 
occasion. 

 According to the Midrash, women pres-
ent during the Revelation at Sinai refused 
to surrender their jewelry toward the sinful 
creation of the Golden Calf. In stark con-
trast, a short time later, these same women 
eagerly donated their possessions toward the 
construction of the Mishkan, the portable 
sanctuary in the desert. 

As the Mishkan was erected on Rosh Cho-
desh, Hashem designated Rosh Chodesh as a 
holiday for women, a reward for the actions 
of their ancestors. 

While this tradition does not give rise to a 
firm halachic mandate, in various communi-
ties women do abstain to some extent from 
work, particularly menial labor, on Rosh 
Chodesh.

As on other celebratory calendar occasions. 
fasting, eulogies and other sorrowful activities 
are proscribed on Rosh Chodesh. 

Nonetheless, while some authorities recom-
mend marking Rosh Chodesh with a festive 
meal, as is done on Shabbat and full festivals, 
on Rosh Chodesh such a celebration is not 
obligatory. 

A portion of Torah text outlining the Rosh 
Chodesh offerings brought to Temple is read 
on Rosh Chodesh. 

May the learning be לעילוי נשמת
My beloved father

MILTON BRAUN z”l
 מנחם מנדל בן 

יחיאל מיבל וחיה ז”ל
You are missed very much!

Judy Wasserman
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Once again, however, mystery emerges. 
The Rosh Chodesh reading mirrors that of 
chol hamo’ed, the intermediate days of the 
festivals, when four individuals receive aliyot 
(are called to the Torah). This contrasts with 
weekdays, when three individuals are called; 
full festivals, when five individuals are called; 
and Shabbat, when seven individuals receive 
aliyot. 

Adjustments are also made to the daily ser-
vices through the omission of specific somber 
prayers and the inclusion of other passages 
appropriate to the occasion- such as Hallel 
(Psalms 113-118). 

A significant difference, however, exists 
between the Hallel on year-round festivals 
and the Hallel on Rosh Chodesh. While 
the rabbis debate whether the year-round 
requirement is of biblical or rabbinic deriva-
tion, all agree to its obligatory nature. 

In contrast, the Talmud clearly indicates 
that the practice of reciting Hallel on Rosh 
Chodesh originates as a minhag, a popular 
custom. 

To reflect this distinction, Psalms 115: 1-15 
and 116:1-15 are omitted from the Rosh Cho-
desh Hallel, resulting in what is colloquially 
referred to as a half-Hallel. 

A Musaf (additional) offering, otherwise 
exclusive to Shabbat and festivals, was brought 
on Rosh Chodesh during Temple times. 

Consequently, a Musaf Amida focusing on 
that Temple ritual is recited on Rosh Chodesh, 
as on Shabbat and festivals, after the morning 
service.

Perhaps the clearest indication of the unique, 
seemingly self-contradictory nature of Rosh 
Chodesh can be seen in its effect on the daily 
mitzva of wearing Tefillin. 

Noting that Tefillin and Shabbat are each 

described in the Torah as an ot, a sign of the 
relationship between the Jew and Hashem, 
the rabbis mandate the suspension of the 
mitzva of Tefillin on Shabbat and yom tov. 
Days that are intrinsically “signs,” the author-
ities argue, do not require the additional sign 
of Tefillin.

On Rosh Chodesh, however, an unusual 
pattern emerges. Tefillin are worn - as on

weekdays - during the morning service, 
the recitation of Hallel, and the reading of 
the Torah. They are then removed in most 
communities, however, before the recitation 
of the Musaf amida. 

Thus, during the first portions of the morn-
ing service on Rosh Chodesh, we wear the 

Tefillin as if it were a weekday, while 
during the concluding sections we remove 
them, as if it were Shabbat or a festival.

When all is said and done, therefore, we are 
left with a mystery. Our tradition seems intent 
on producing a day that is neither ordinary 
nor extraordinary, but something in between; 
a day which is neither a secular nor a festive 
occasion, but an amalgam of both.

Why does halacha create a monthly calen-
dar event marked by such ambiguity?

Perhaps we can suggest that Rosh Chodesh 
earns its singular status from the pivotal role 
that it plays in the flow of our year.

Rosh Chodesh is not a full festival, yet it 
serves as the “driver” of all the year’s festivals. 
The very convening of Rosh Chodesh itself 
determines the days on which the upcoming 
calendar occasions will be marked. 

Rosh Chodesh is thus designed to serve as 
an enabler, a critical calendar component 
that finds its ultimate importance, not in its 
own celebration, but in the occasions that 
flow from its observance. Rosh Chodesh does 
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not rise to the level of a Yom Tov; yet, absent 
Rosh Chodesh, all the year’s events, joyous 
and solemn, would not occur.

Like all enablers, while Rosh Chodesh 
passes without great “personal” commotion, 
it quietly resonates with the power of all it 
brings into existence.

Perhaps that’s the point.
Once a month, on days meant to be marked 

by personal introspection, Hashem chal-
lenges us to recognize and value the quiet 
enablers in our midst. He calls on us to truly 
“see” those individuals whose contributions, 
though neither public nor prominent, serve 
as catalysts for the achievements of others.

And, perhaps, on Rosh Chodesh He wants 
us to go one step further: to recognize our 
own value as potential enablers. He beckons 
us to accept and to teach our children that 
we don’t always need to be center stage; that 
great, sometimes the greatest, rewards can 
be found in helping others reach their goals.

For, like Rosh Chodesh, all enablers absorb 
and carry with them pieces of the accomplish-
ments that they help produce, enriching their 
own lives beyond measure. 

Rabbi Goldin is the author of the  
OU Press volumes "Unlocking the Torah Text," 

and "Unlocking the Haggada."
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May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

The Politics 
of Freedom

Having set out the broad principles of the 
covenant, Moses now turns to the details, 
which extend over many chapters and several 
parshiyot. The long review of the laws that will 
govern Israel in its land begin and end with 
Moses posing a momentous choice. Here is 
how he frames it in this week’s parsha:

See, I am setting before you today a bless-
ing and a curse - the blessing if you obey the 
commands of the Lord your God that I am 
giving you today; the curse if you disobey the 
commands of the Lord your God and turn 
from the way that I command you today by 
following other gods, which you have not 
known. (Deut. 11:26-28)

And here is how he puts it at the end:
“See, I have set before you today life and 

good, death and evil ... I call heaven and earth 
to witness against you today, that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and curse. 
Therefore choose life, that you and your off-
spring may live. (Deut. 30:15, Deut. 30:19)

Maimonides takes these two passages 
as proof of our belief in freewill (Hilchot 

Teshuvah 5:3), which indeed they are. But they 
are more than that. They are also a political 
statement. The connection between individual 
freedom (which Maimonides is talking about) 
and collective choice (which Moses is talking 
about) is this: If humans are free then they need 
a free society within which to exercise that free-
dom. The book of Devarim represents the first 
attempt in history to create a free society.

Moses’ vision is deeply political but in a 
unique way. It is not politics as the pursuit 
of power or the defence of interests or the 
preservation of class and caste. It is not pol-
itics as an expression of national glory and 
renown. There is no desire in Moses’ words 
for fame, honour, expansion, empire. There is 
not a word of nationalism in the conventional 
sense. Moses does not tell the people that they 
are great. He tells them that they have been 
rebellious, they have sinned, and that their 
failure of faith during the episode of the spies 
cost them forty extra years of delay before 
entering the land. Moses would not have won 
an election. He was not that kind of leader.

Instead he summons the people to humility 
and responsibility. We are the nation, he says 
in effect, that has been chosen by God for a 
great experiment. Can we create a society that 
is not Egypt, not an empire, not divided into 
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rulers and ruled? Can we stay faithful to the 
more-than-human hand that has guided our 
destinies since I first stood before Pharaoh 
and asked for our freedom? For if we truly 
believe in God – not God as a philosophical 
abstraction but God in whose handwriting 
our history has been written, God to whom 
we pledged allegiance at Mount Sinai, God 
who is our only sovereign – then we can do 
great things.

Not great in conventional terms, but great 
in moral terms. For if all power, all wealth, 
all might belong to God, then none of these 
things can rightfully set us apart one from 
another. We are all equally precious in His 
sight. We have been charged by Him to feed 
the poor and bring the orphan and widow, the 
landless Levite and non-Israelite stranger, into 
our midst, sharing our celebrations and days 
of rest. We have been commanded to create a 
just society that honours human dignity and 
freedom.

Moses insists on three things. First, we are 
free. The choice is ours. Blessing or curse? 
Good or evil? Faithfulness or faithlessness? 
You decide, says Moses. Never has freedom 
been so starkly defined, not just for an indi-
vidual but for a nation as a whole. We do not 
find it hard to understand that as individuals 
we are confronted by moral choices. Adam 
and Eve were. So was Cain. Choice is written 
into the human condition.

But to be told this as a nation – this is some-
thing new. There is no defence, says Moses, in 
protestations of powerlessness, in saying, We 
could not help it. We were outnumbered. We 
were defeated. It was the fault of our leaders 
or our enemies. No, says Moses, your fate is 
in your hands. The sovereignty of God does 
not take away human responsibility. To the 
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contrary, it places it centre-stage. If you are 
faithful to God, says Moses, you will prevail 
over empires. If you are not, nothing else – not 
military strength nor political alliances – will 
help you.

If you betray your unique destiny, if you 
worship the gods of the surrounding nations, 
then you will become like them. You will suf-
fer the fate of all small nations in an age of 
superpowers. Don’t blame others or chance or 
ill-fortune for your defeat. The choice is yours; 
the responsibility is yours alone.

Second, we are collectively responsible. 
The phrase “All Israel are sureties for one 
another” is rabbinic but the idea is already 
present in the Torah. This too is radical. 
There is no “great man” theory of history 
in Judaism, nothing of what Carlyle called 
“heroes and hero-worship.” The fate of Israel 
depends on the response of Israel, all Israel, 
from “the heads of your tribes, your elders 
and officers” to your “hewers of wood and 
drawers of water.” This is the origin of the 
American phrase (which has no counterpart 
in the vocabulary of British politics), “We, 
the people.” Unlike all other nations in the 
ancient world and most today, the people of 
the covenant did not believe that their destiny 
was determined by kings, emperors, a royal 

court or a governing elite. It is determined 
by each of us as moral agents, conjointly 
responsible for the common good. This is 
what Michael Walzer means when - in his 
recent book, In God’s Shadow: Politics in 
the Hebrew Bible - he calls biblical Israel an 
“almost democracy.”

Third, it is a God-centred politics. There 
was no word for this in the ancient world 
either, so Josephus had to coin one. He called 
it “theocracy.” However, this word has been 
much abused and taken to mean what it does 
not, namely rule by clerics, priests. That is not 
what Israel was. Again an American phrase 
comes to mind. Israel was “one nation under 
God.” If any single word does justice to the 
vision of Deuteronomy it is not theocracy but 
nomocracy, “the rule of laws, not men.”

Biblical Israel is the first example in history 
of an attempt to create a free society. Not free 
in the modern sense of liberty of conscience. 
That concept was born in the seventeenth 
century in a Europe that had been scarred for 
a century by religious wars between Catholics 
and Protestants. Liberty of conscience is the 
attempt to solve the problem of how people 
with markedly different religious beliefs (all 
of them Christians, as it happened) can live 
peaceably with one another. That is not the 
problem to which biblical Israel is an answer.

Instead it was an answer to the question: 
how can freedom and responsibility be shared 
equally by all? How can limits be placed on the 
power of rulers to turn the mass of people into 
slaves – not necessarily literally slaves but as a 
labour force to be used to build monumental 
buildings or engage in empire-building wars? 
It was the great nineteenth century historian 
Lord Acton who rightly saw that freedom in 
this sense was born in biblical Israel:
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The government of the Israelites was a 
Federation, held together by no political 
authority, but by the unity of race and faith, 
and founded, not on physical force, but on a 
voluntary covenant ... The throne was erected 
on a compact, and the king was deprived of 
the right of legislation among the people 
that recognised no lawgiver but God ... The 
inspired men who rose in unfailing succession 
to prophesy against the usurper and the tyrant, 
constantly proclaimed that the laws, which 
were divine, were paramount over sinful 
rulers ... Thus the example of the Hebrew 
nation laid down the parallel lines on which 
all freedom has been won.1

It is a beautiful, powerful, challenging idea. 
If God is our only sovereign, then all human 
power is delegated, limited, subject to moral 
constraints. Jews were the first to believe 
that an entire nation could govern itself in 
freedom and equal dignity. This has nothing 
to do with political structures (monarchy, 
oligarchy, democracy – Jews have tried them 
all), and everything to do with collective moral 
responsibility.

Jews never quite achieved the vision, but 
never ceased to be inspired by it. Moses’ words 
still challenge us today. God has given us free-
dom. Let us use it to create a just, generous, 
gracious society. God does not do it for us but 
He has taught us how it is done. As Moses said: 
the choice is ours. 

1. Lord Acton, Essays in the History of Liberty 
(Liberty Press, 1985), 7

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Throughout the seven haftarot of con-
solation that follow Tish’a B’Av, the navi 
Yishayahu presents us with descriptions 
of the final redemption and return to our 
land. It is difficult for we who live through 
today’s events to ignore the powerful parallels 
between the prophet’s visions and today’s 
realities. Predictions of a once-barren land 
that will generously give forth her fruit, of 
ruined cities that would be rebuilt and of 
empty streets that would be filled with sounds 
of rejoicing throngs, are all actualities that we 
now perceive each and every day.

Yesterday’s prophecies; today’s realities. 
However, the promise that we find in this 

week’s haftarah, a short selection taken from 
the 54th and 55th prakim of Sefer Yishayahu, 
is rather unique. The navi tells us: “V’chol 

banayich limudei Hashem,” “All of your 
children will be students of Hashem.” It is a 
nevu’ah predicting that the geula will not only 
mean a physical return to the land, including 
repopulating of the land, an economic resur-
gence after years of poverty and the rebirth 
of the desert-like condition that character-
ized Eretz Yisrael for almost two-thousand 
years. Not at all. The geulah would include 
a spiritual return too, a revival marked not 
by the reinstitution of ritual Temple service 
alone but by a resurgence of Torah study. 
“Limudei Hashem”-“Students of Hashem”, 
refers to those who would be knowledgeable 
of G-d and His laws. 

But the prophecy continues. This revival 
in Torah study would bring with it another 
blessing: “V’rav sh’lom banayich”, “there 
will be abundant peace to your children.” 
Torah knowledge, an understanding of what 
Hashem expects of us, must bring us peace. 
True study of G-d’s words should necessarily 
bring with it “ahavat chinam”, a love of one 
another and a respectful unity that would 
prevail between all segments of Jewish 
society.

This prediction of Yishayahu has also come 
true in our time. But only partially. There has 
never been such widespread study of Torah 

Yesterday’s Prophecies; 
Today’s Realities
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in our history as we have now. There are 
more yeshivot, more Torah students, more 
Torah teachers, more Torah books and pub-
lications than ever before. “Ki mitziyon tetze 
Torah”, the words, spoken by Yishayahu and 
echoed by the prophet Micha, declared that 
Zion would be the source of Torah study, 
and, indeed, has been fulfilled in our day. 
However, it is clear that today we still await 
“v’rav shlom banayich” - that the study of 
Torah brings us the blessing of peace.

True scholars and students of our Holy 
Torah understand that it must be a tool for 
spreading peace and harmony, not contro-
versy and discord. It is for this very reason 
that the navi explains why peace would reign 
during the Messianic era, saying (11;9): “Ki 
mal’ah ha’aretz de’ah et Hashem”, the world 
will be filled with knowledge of G-d. 

As we bask in the joy of “atchalta d’geula,” 
- the blossoming of our redemption - we pray 
for the realization of all the prophecies of 
geula, with the blessing of true peace- peace 
from the threats of surrounding enemies and 
peace spreading from within our people. 

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can 
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https ://www.ouisrae l .org /v ideo- l ibrary
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0547809175israelmagenfund.org
For more information:

Office@israelmagenfund.org
Adopt a Soldier is a campaign of the Israel Magen Fund, a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit in the U.S. and an authorized Israeli amutah (Reg. #580724318).

Yeshivat Hesder Akko, March 2025

Israel Magen Fund has
been on the front lines

of support since 
Oct. 7 2023. 

We launched the Adopt
a Soldier campaign to

equip new recruits with
high quality tactical

kits. 

Following our
successful

distribution of 1000
kits to Yeshivot

hesder boys since
2024, with your help

we can reach our goal
of 2000 soldier kits by

December 2025. 
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Rabbi Shalom 

ROSNER RAV KEHILLA, NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM MACHON LEV

RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER

Keeping Our 
Father Happy 

בנים אתם לה' אלוקיכם – לא תתגודדו.. כי עם 
קדוש אתה )יד:א( 

You are children of Hashem… do not rip 
out your hair anger… because you are a holy 
nation. 

One is prohibited from expressing too 
much agony and inflicting pain upon one-
self, because we are the children of Hashem. 
What is the connection of being children of 
Hashem and the prohibition on inflicting 
pain on oneself, because we are a holy nation. 
Moreover, is there any association between 
the p’shat explained above and the drash on 
the pasuk, from which we derive - 'לא תתגודדו  
 Don’t ?(Yavamot 13b) - לא תעשו אגודות אגודות
be separate groups, rather be united. 

Rashi on the pasuk explains that since we 
are a refined people, we cannot walk around 

with ripped hair and cut bodies. The Ram-
ban disagrees and expresses that this pasuk 
relates to one who is in mourning while 
Rashi’s suggestion would apply at all times. 
Ibn Ezra posits that since God loves us more 
than a father loves a son, then we should not 
be upset at anything that we experience. We 
should understand that all is for the good, 
even if we cannot comprehend it. We have 
a certain trust in Hashem and so we cannot 
overdo any mourning. 

The Ramban believes that the underlying 
message of this commandment is that if we 
over react by mourning, it reflects that we 
think this is the end of life, but we need to 
believe that there is a transition to the world 
to come. Over- reacting for the loss of the 
body, is a reflection of disbelief in the after-
life. If we truly believe that the dead soul is 
in a better place, then we would not mourn 
endlessly. Chazal in their infinite wisdom 
established a routine of mourning, shiva, 
shloshim and eleven months, so that one can 
focus on the event, but not wallow forever. 
To be able to ease the pain over time. 

The Shem M’shmuel expands upon the 
Ramban’s explanation, in the name of his 
father (Avne Nezer and Iglei Tal). One may 
believe in the afterlife of the soul, but why 
can’t I mourn the loss of the body? We need 
to understand the body is a temporary con-
tainer of the soul. It is a mitzva to take care 
of the body when the soul is within it, but 
afterwards, it loses its significance. There is 
a concept of kavod habriyot, but respect for 

Norman Zysblat 054-4258671
Licensed Insurance Professional

  Under 74.5?
Private Health Coverage
for Critical Conditions

NOT Covered by Kupat Cholim
Don't wait until it's too late. Your age is 

your advantage – use it today.
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the living precedes respect for the dead. The 
purpose of this mitzvah is to focus on the soul 
(nefesh) and not on the body (guf). 

Now we can connect the p’shat and the 
drash. When do people get into arguments 
and separate (אגודות)? When they focus on 
the body- on externals. When they are jealous 
of physical things. If we focus more on the 
nefesh, on spiritual matters, then we would not 
engage in disputes and we would refrain from 
forming different and separate groups אגודות. 

May we be able to live up to our title as 
being “banim L’Hashem” and make our 
father happy by acting as unified brothers! 

Premiummoving.co.il   053-7272-815 

PREMIUM
MOVING & STORAGE
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731



38 TORAH TIDBITS 1626 / RE'EH

REBBETZIN SHIRA
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Targeting 
‘Today’

“Re’eh Anochi noten lifnechem hayom, 
brachah u’kelalah – Behold I set before you 
today a blessing and a curse.” (Devarim 11:26) 
Our parashah begins with a simple statement; 
‘today’ we are given the opportunity to choose 
blessing or curse, contingent upon our obser-
vance of Hashem’s mitzvot. The word ‘today’ 
seems unnecessary. Yet, since we know that 
no element in Torah is extraneous, it must 
carry a deep, important truth.

The Slonimer Rebbe ztz”l in Netivot 
Shalom explains that the objective of our 
verse is to remind every Jew of his daily 
obligation to fulfill his inherent potential. 
The Ari Hakadosh ztz”l teaches that from the 
beginning of time until the end of time, there 
will never be two people who are exactly the 
same. Similarly, every day is different from 

the one before and the one after. Each of us 
must take advantage of the unique opportu-
nities that any given day affords, to utilize its 
gifts and challenges in the best possible way. 
We must maintain an awareness that every 
detail of every day is uniquely designed from 
Above to help us fulfill our potential to the 
fullest. When we succeed, we are indeed 
worthy of Hashem’s abundant blessings.

The following question was once pre-
sented to Rav Moshe of Kobrin. What is the 
most important mitzvah for a person to do? 
We might have responded learning Torah, 
keeping Shabbat, or strengthening our 
emunah. Rav Moshe responded, “whatever 
mitzvah the person finds before him at that 
moment.” This includes any and all mitzvot, 
both positive and negative commandments. 
When one desists from speaking loshon hara 
or from viewing inappropriate content, that 
is the foremost mitzvah of that moment. 
Living with this awareness enables us to 
view our relationship with Hashem as 
dynamic and ever growing. Hence, notes 
the Netivot Shalom, Hashem is described 
as, “Hamechadesh be’tuvo bechol yom tamid 
– with His goodness, He renews each day 
always.” As each day is totally new, every-
thing the day contains is new as well, even 
us! With this perspective, we must see each 
day as offering new opportunities to become 
the person Hashem envisions us to be.

The Tosher Rebbe in Avodat Avodah 
explains that the word ‘today’ conveys a 
crucial message for this time of year. The 
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yetzer hara is cunning, and will tell us, “Yes, 
of course it is important to do teshuvah, but 
not today.” It will convince us that we must 
approach teshuvah with the proper focus 
and invest the right amount of time and 
energy into the process. Better wait until 
we are fully prepared! It is no coincidence 
that one of the words for teshuva is “ve’ata 
- and now!” We must do what we can to 
eliminate this voice and grab the moment 
to make appropriate changes, beginning the 
teshuvah process as soon as we realize the 
need to improve. Pushing off an opportu-
nity for change and growth is a manifes-
tation of Amalek who epitomizes “machar 
-tomorrow.” 

“Hayom im be’kolo tishma’u – if you heed 
my voice today,” the ‘present’ is the greatest 
‘gift’ of connection. 
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Re’eh: Anochi
Rav Zeidel Epstein, zt’l, the sagacious 

mashgiach ruchani of Torah Ohr in Yerusha-
layim, was respected for his wisdom and 
beloved for his stellar midos tovos. Having 
learned closely with Rav Shimon Shkop in 
Grodno for close to two decades, he was a 
long time chavrusa of Rav Yisroel Zev Gust-
man, who would later become the young-
est dayan on the Vilna Beis Din. Through 
a miraculous chain of events Reb Zeidel 
secured passage on a cargo ship carrying 
only cattle, docking in the United States in 
1939, on the very day that the war broke 
out in Poland.

Rav Zeidel had a major impact on the 
nascent, developing yeshivah community 
in New York and served as one of the 
roshei yeshivah of Yeshivas Rabbenu Yaa-
kov Yosef (RJJ) for more than forty years. 
In the mid-1970s, Reb Zeidel, then almost 

seventy years old, made aliyah and joined 
Torah Ohr — not as a staff member, but as 
a talmid. Rav Zeidel, a talmid chacham and 
leader of renown, would attend the yeshivah 
sedarim just like all the other avreichim, a 
testament to his humility. In time, he became 
the defacto spiritual supervisor and guide 
of the yeshivah. 

One of his dedicated and prominent talmi-
dim, Rav Ahron Lopiansky, Rosh Yeshivah of 
Greater Washington, reflected on Reb Zeidel: 
“There was an ethereal quality about him…, 
an aura of kedushah and taharah, a warm 
and radiant smile, a mischievous twinkle 
in his wise eyes, a mentor and guide who 
embraced and encouraged”. An inspiring 
biography of Reb Zeidel, L’Ovdo b’Leivav 
Shalem, “To Serve Him With a Whole Heart”, 
includes the following ma’aseh:

A number of mashgichim from a cross 
section of yeshivos in Eretz Yisrael gathered 
around Rav Zeidel for a private shmuess, 
and presented their questions on an array 
of topics. Rav Zeidel turned to the educators 
and asked the group: “What, in your opin-
ion, is the first thing one ought to do upon 
completing davening in the morning?”

One mashgiach replied that it is best to 
begin one’s day by learning a few mishnayos; 
another suggested learning two halachos. 
Yet a third recommended studying the daily 
Shemiras haLashon. Rav Zeidel nodded in 
approval for the meaningful instructions 
each proposed. “These are all very nice, 
meaningful ideas,” the Rav replied. “One 
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should find time for each of these each day. 
However, in my opinion, the most important 
thing to do right after Shacharis is to greet 
those in our proximity with a hearty ‘Boker 
tov.’ The immediate result of davening has 
to be that we draw closer to others. Our 
prayers must directly impact our bein adam 
l’chaveiro, our interaction and connection 
with our fellows.”

One of the great mechanchim of Yerusha-
layim and author of numerous works on 
the Vilna Gaon, Rav Shlomo Brevda, zt’l, 
reminisced about Rav Zeidel’s last years. 
The elderly mashgiach would be effortfully 
brought to yeshivah in his wheelchair, where 
he would join the davening. After removing 
his tallis and tefillin, the Rav strained himself 
to shift his weight toward the young men 
sitting near him in order to wish them Boker 
Tov, Yom Tov, ‘Good Morning, Have a good 
day.’

Rav Zeidel went to great lengths to ensure 
that he could relate to people in a way that 
they would feel respected and appreciated. 
Unlike many other Torah scholars of his 
caliber and stature, upon arriving from 
Europe, he committed himself to learn 
English. Beyond communicating effectively 
with American talmidim, how else could he 

appropriately greet and honor those whom 
he’d meet and interact with? Decades later, 
when moving to Eretz Yisrael, Rav Zeidel 
began to study conversational Hebrew, so 
that he could relate to his new surroundings 
and connect with the people he would meet, 
to the best of his ability.

רָָכָָה וּּקְְלָָלָָה  רְְאֵֵה אָָנֹכִִֹי נֹתֵֵֹן לִִפְְנֵֵיכֶֶם הַַיּּוֹֹם �בְְּ
“See, I place before you this day a blessing 

and a curse….” (Devarim, 11:26)
In considering our Divine purpose and ser-

vice, choosing how we stand before Hashem 
and others on a daily basis, our sedra calls 
out: Re’eh Anochi, ‘See the Anochi.’ When 
you truly see another person, you can reveal 
in them the Divine Presence, the essential 
anochi of ‘Anochi Hashem!’ 

Nosein lifneichem hayom beracha…, “To 
place before you today a blessing….” Making 
the choice to recognize the Divine Presence 
within others allows us to draw a beracha 
down ‘before them’ for that day, or even for 
the rest of their life. As we approach Rosh 
Chodesh Elul and begin to focus our hearts 
and minds on the new year, let us consider 
each day how we will choose to ‘see’ those 
around us, and how we will connect with 
them and give them a blessing. 
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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 
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Introduction 
to Kosher 

Ingredients
Many times, both Jewish and non-Jewish 

individuals inquire about how kosher certi-
fication functions. Although this is a broad 
topic, it can generally be broken down into 
three main components:
1.	 Ingredient Compatibility – whether 

ingredients are kosher-sensitive or not
2.	 Production Process – how the food is 

produced (e.g., cooking methods, mix-
ing dairy and meat, etc.)

3.	 Supervision – the level and frequency 
of involvement required from a kosher 
representative

Kosher ingredients are the cornerstone of 
kosher certification. Since ingredients are 
sourced globally, extracted in various ways, 
and processed differently, extensive knowl-
edge is required to determine whether a given 
ingredient is kosher-compatible. Beyond the 
impracticality of having a full-time kosher 
supervisor at every production site worldwide, 
it's essential to understand the fundamentals 
of kosher ingredients to grasp how the OU 
manages its certification system, which covers 
over 1.3 million products globally.

GROUP ONE
A small but vital unit within the OU's 

Kashrut Division is the Ingredients 
Department. Every OU-certified company 
is contractually required to register all its 
ingredients with the OU. This department 
is responsible for evaluating whether each 
ingredient is acceptable under kosher 
standards.

In many cases, the evaluation is straight-
forward. It involves checking which certi-
fication agency supervises the ingredient's 
production and whether that agency's 
standards align with those of the OU. In 
other cases, the question is not whether 
an ingredient is certified, but whether it 
requires certification at all.

Take potatoes, for example. Raw, unpro-
cessed potatoes are entirely innocuous from 
a kosher perspective. An OU-certified com-
pany that makes French fries, for instance, 
is not limited in where it can source its 
potatoes. Such an ingredient is classified 
by the OU as Group One. It is essential that 
the OU has such a classification to enable 
OU certified companies to function with a 
reasonable degree of latitude in the food 
ingredients supply chain, while still main-
taining strong standards of kashrut.

However, sometimes Group One status 
comes with a caveat. That is, while the 
ingredient is generally acceptable, sourc-
ing may not be completely unrestricted. 
A good example is agricultural products 
that are also grown in Israel. For instance, 
a product may be listed as "Any Source" 
but with the added note: “not from Israel 
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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 
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without certification of tithed status.” This 
is because, in Israel, agricultural produce 
must be tithed according to Jewish law. To 
keep things concise, only this requirement 
is listed, even though other laws apply.

NON-GROUP ONE
There are, of course, cases where an 

ingredient might appear to qualify as Group 
One, but its production process prevents 
the OU from granting it that status. For 
example, an OU-certified company recently 
applied to use pea protein isolate from a 
supplier that was not kosher certified. They 
asked whether the ingredient required 
certification.

This inquiry was expected, as pea protein 
isolate is a rapidly growing product in the 
plant-based food market, often used as an 
alternative to meat and dairy proteins. For-
tunately, the OU has a broad knowledge 
base it can draw upon when assessing 
the kosher sensitivity of manufacturing 
processes—particularly from its existing 
certifications. In this case, the OU already 
certifies one of the largest ingredient man-
ufacturers, ADM, and was familiar with the 
process.

Here's how it works at ADM: yellow peas 
are delivered to the processing facility, 
where the hulls are physically separated. 
According to Mike Odland, Operations 
Manager at ADM’s Edible Beans site, the 
remaining material—consisting of starch, 
fiber, and protein—undergoes a series of 
physical and chemical steps to separate 

the components. Pea starch is dried and 
handled separately.

The complexity from a kosher perspective 
lies in the next step: isolating the pea pro-
tein from sugars and fibers. This involves a 
cooking step, typically spray-drying. How-
ever, spray-drying is often outsourced to a 
third-party facility known as a toll-drier, 
because the equipment and expertise 
required are highly specialized and costly. 
Most companies do not operate their own 
spray-drying equipment.

Here’s the concern: toll-drying facilities 
rent their equipment out to multiple cli-
ents, which means non-kosher products 
may have been processed on the same 
machinery. Residue and absorption present 
a significant issue under kosher law.

Because of this, pea protein isolate cannot 
be considered a Group One ingredient. Any 
processor wishing to use it must ensure the 
spray-drying facility has appropriate kosher 
certification. 

Tzitzit tying with Ruti 
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin

no experience needed

Mondays 1:15-4pm 
Wednesdays 12-3pm
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As we begin a new term of classes, we invite you to partner with us 
by sponsoring an OU Israel shiur or Women’s Division event.

Sponsorship is a meaningful way to mark a special occasion —
whether a birthday, anniversary, yahrzeit, simcha,  

or for a refuah shleima — by dedicating Torah learning  
in honor or memory of a loved one.

Your support helps us continue offering enriching and accessible 
Torah programming for the community, ensuring that  

the light of learning shines for all who seek it.

For dedication opportunities, please contact Chana Spivack: 
cspivack@ouisrael.org  |  050-229-4951 

or visit ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center
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OU ISRAEL

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Our Sedra this week opens with the 
familiar pasuk:

 'Re'ay Anochi notein lifneichem hayom, 
bracha uklala-See, I set before you today, a 
blessing and a curse..."

The Chasidic Masters offer a number of 
beautiful interpretations of our verse.

The Mei HaShiloach, the Ishbitzer 
Rebbe zy'a, explains:

Everything is from Hashem. In times 
of trouble it is the man’s nature to shout 
and cry out to Hashem, “what have You 
done to me?” Yet at the time when Hashem 
bestows His goodness man’s eye is clouded 
from seeing that it is from the master of 
the world. Then he says, “my power and 
the strength of my hand has made me 
this wealth [Devarim, 8:17],” therefore 
Hashem shows him, “See! I give before 
you,” meaning that everything is indeed 
from Hashem. 

According to the Rebbe of Ishbitz, the 
fundamental message to learn from this 

verse is that everything we experience, 
everything we can and do accomplish,ev-
erything we witness around us-everything 
comes from HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

Rabbi Kalonymous Kalmish Shapira 
hy'd, zy'a, The Piaszecna Rebbe, offered 
a more novel interpretation of our verse.

Re'ay Anochi notein lifneichem hayom, 
bracha uklala - See I, give Myself to you 
Hayom-Today and everyday....which can 
be a blessing or chas v'shalom a curse. 

The greatest blessing that a Jew can expe-
rience, explains the Rebbe, is the comfort in 
realizing that Hashem is there with us HaY-
om-Today and everyday-even when we are 
experiencing trauma or pain, and the worst 
curse that one could ever experience is to 
imagine even for one day that Hashem is 
absent from our lives, that Hashem is not 
there with us always in joy and triumph as 
well as in sadness and difficulties. 

Re'ay Anochi notein lifneichem hayom, 
Hashem, Anochi, gives himself to us HaY-
om-today and everyday.

Rabbi Yisrael Grossman zt'l notes that 
we must understand this verse as present-
ing us with the potential inherent within 
every single day.

Re'ay Anochi notein lifneichem hay-
om-Hashem has given us Hayom-Today- 
this day-to either bring blessing into the 
world through our actions, or chas v'shalom 
to bring further harm and damage into this 
world through inappropriate or destructive 
choices and behavior.
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The Kedushat Levi, Reb Levi Yitzchak of 
Berditchev zy'a, offers a similar interpreta-
tion of our verse, developing this important 
idea even further. Hashem gives us HaYom- 
each day- Hashem gives us each day as an 
opportunity through our actions, to be a 
source of blessing in this world, or through 
our failings,chas v'shalom, to bring conse-
quences into this world. However Reb Levi 
Yitzchak explains that the greatest chesed 
is that this opportunity is renewed each 
and every day. Yesterday I may have come 
up short, but HaYom-Today, I get another 
opportunity to indeed bring blessing into 
this world through my deeds and actions.

Yehi Ratzon, may we all merit to heed 
these powerful teachings, and to experi-
ence these blessings today and everyday....
Shabbat Shalom 

www.noamhomes.com

+972 52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com

FOR
SALE

DEKEL, EFRAT

₪ 4,700,000

Separate rental unit, safe room,Bright living spaces, 
well-kept garden, and prime location near parks, schools

223 sqm | 7 rooms | Spacious Cottage with attic

FOR
SALE

TEENA, EFRAT

₪ 6,200,000

Spacious villa with a garden, safe room, parking, 
and a rental unit, located on a quiet street.

FOR
SALE

TAMAR, EFRAT

₪ 2,790,000

Beautiful apartment, 60 sqm attic used for storage 
2 Sukkah balconies, Private parking  

 

4 rooms | 99 sqm | 2 Bathrooms

FOR
SALE

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

₪ 2,100,000

Full of Jerusalem charm, no stairs, private entrance.
5 sqm storage, shared yard, fantastic location! 

2 rooms| 45 sqm | Ground Floor

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of Zayit, Efrat. 
Spacious apartments, breathtaking views, and limited units 

remaining!

ESTIMATED  COST:  ₪ 1,990,000
For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with parking and a balcony.

MORADOT HAZAYIT, EFRAT

FOR
SALE

NACHLAOT JERUSALEM

₪ 3,200,000

64 sqm private rooftop terrace,Quiet  location just 2 min
 from Mahane Yehuda, with stunning open views

2 rooms + 2 balconies | 54 sqm | 2nd floor 

NACHALAT ACHIM, JERUSALEM

₪ 2,200,000

2 rooms | 41 sqm | Private entrance
Charming and bright apartment with 3 exposures. 

Balcony, view of Sacher Park, only 9 steps.
FOR
SALE

RECHAVIA, JERUSALEM
FOR
SALE

₪ 2,950,000

Private entrance, huge exclusive-use yard, and high 
ceilings. Fully furnished, includes a storage room 

2,5 rooms| 67 sqm | Ground Floor

NACHLAOT JERUSALEM
FOR
SALE

₪ 2,290,000

Charming 2-room, , 4 sqm balcony, AC, elevator, 
quiet street, modern kitchen. 

2 rooms| 45 sqm | 1st Floor

300 sqm | Villa
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GEULAS YISRAELGEULAS YISRAEL
RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
RAM YESHIVAT HAR ETZION
MAGGID SHIUR ALL PARSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

Every year, inevitably, the dog days of sum-
mer yield to the solemn currents of Chodesh 
Elul. Leisure and vacation fade, replaced by 
a season of spiritual intensity and sober 
introspection. The shofar’s piercing call, the 
daily recital of L’dovid Hashem Ori, and, for 
Sephardim, the midnight selichot, herald a 
decisive turn toward the Yomim Noraim – 
Days of Awe and judgment. As the Chasam 
Sofer once remarked, in Elul even the fish 
tremble. The serenity of summer fishing trips 
yields to the roaring tremors of Chodesh Elul.

DAYS OF AFFECTION
However, a second emotion stirs during 

these forty days. They are not merely days of 
judgment, but days of deep affection. We are 
the only nation that openly crowns Hashem 
on Rosh Hashanah, the sole human commu-
nity to consciously exalt Him on the day of 
Malchut. And because of this devotion, on 
that awe-inspiring day of judgment, Hashem 
recalls our many zechuyyot, beginning with 
the Akeidah. It is a day of formidable justice, 
yet also a day of intimacy and mercy toward 
His people.

The devotion we show on Rosh Hasha-
nah sets the stage for the intimacy of Yom 

Kippur, a day of cleansing and mercy. It is 
His cherished gift to us—a day to purge our 
sins and cleanse our souls. Chazal teach that 
never was there a day as radiant and joyous 
as Yom Kippur.

These days which begin with Elul are not 
only solemn and awe-inspiring; they are also 
moments of intimacy and affection between 
Hashem and His people, who carry His Pres-
ence into the world.

TWO SHOFARS
Perhaps no symbol better captures the dual 

tonality of this profound season than the sho-
far. On one hand, its cry carries an ominous 
weight, warning us of the impending gravity 
of judgment in the Heavenly Court. As the 
Rambam (Hilchot Teshuva 3:4) teaches, the 
shofar acts as a clarion call, rousing us from 
our stupor and from our preoccupation 
with life’s trivialities. Its wailing, plaintive 
notes summon us to solemn—and even 
trembling—reflection.

Yet the shofar, sounded daily throughout 
Elul, also recalls a different moment: Moshe 
Rabeinu’s third and final ascent of Har Sinai. 
Fearing a repeat of the golden calf tragedy, 
Moshe instructed that the shofar be sounded 

Elul and “Ani L’dodi  
V’dodi Li”: A Month of  

Love and Resilience
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on the day he ascended. These final forty 
days, culminating in Yom Kippur, were 
days of love and reconciliation. Hashem had 
already pardoned His people, yet now came 
the gift of a second, enduring set of Luchot. 
During this period, Hashem also revealed the 
13 Middot of mercy to Moshe and taught him 
the art of praying for the Jewish people. We 
recite this list nearly a hundred times during 
selichot and Yom Kippur—it is our divinely 
authored tefilla for mercy.

By blowing the shofar during the month 
of Elul, we recall that golden 40-day period 
when our relationship with Hashem—so 
badly ruptured—was repaired with love and 
compassion. During Elul the shofar carries 
both weight and warmth, its cry blending 
the tension of judgment with the promise 
of mercy.

LETTERS OF LOVE
The name of this powerful month, Elul, 

already hints at divine affection. The origin 
of the name is Babylonian and carries little 
meaning in Hebrew. However Judaism 
weaves together historical fact, cultural heri-
tage, and national folklore. Because of Elul’s 
monumental significance, throughout his-
tory, various phrases from pesukim became 
associated with this month, particularly those 
whose letters spell out the word E-l-u-l.

The most famous, of course, is the phrase 
Ani L’dodi V’dodi Li (which spells אלול) from 
Shir HaShirim. Almost every Jew recognizes 
this acronym; yet many are less aware of the 
precise moment in Shir HaShirim when this 
declaration of love occurs—a moment that 
resonates deeply with our current stage in 
history.

JEWISH HISTORY IN METAPHOR
Shir HaShirim serves as a chronicle of 

Jewish history, told through the metaphor 
of a man and woman in search of a rela-
tionship. Through this lens, it recounts the 
beautiful romance we once shared with 
Hashem, who drew us from the deep, dark 
bondage of Egypt into the luminous desert 
of faith. Yet time and again we strayed from 
His will—a pattern that ultimately led to 
our exile from the Land of Israel and our 
long, winding journey through the deserts 
of history.

For the past two thousand years, we have 
struggled to mend that punctured bond. 
At times, He has been ready to resume the 
covenant, but we have hesitated. At other 
moments, we have yearned for renewal, yet 
He has withheld it. Jewish history is a story of 
unrequited love—an elusive relationship lost 
thousands of years ago amid the deserts of 
Sinai and the hills of Jerusalem, still awaiting 
a long-anticipated reunion.

FINDING OUR FOOTING
The opening sections of Shir HaShirim 

paint the portrait of a shy and timid young 
woman, overwhelmed and intimidated by 
the prospect of marrying a famous and 
renowned king. She dwells in the countryside 
of Ein Gedi, surrounded by shepherds and 
vineyards. Her intended husband resides in 
an ornate palace in Yerushalayim, fashioned 
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from fine woods and plated with precious 
metals. When He calls to her, she does not 
immediately join him—uncertain and hes-
itant. As she herself confesses, “I am black, 
but beautiful”—unsure of her worthiness to 
wed this majestic prince.

Of course, this image of a reluctant, shy 
girl—intimidated by a mighty king—serves 
as a metaphor, offering a profound lens on 
our earliest betrayals and failures against 
Hashem. Shir HaShirim portrays our early 
religious missteps not as outright acts of 
treachery, but as arising from the natural 
asymmetry inherent in our relationship with 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Monotheism is no easy path. To be chosen 
by the Melech Malchei HaMelachim and 
entrusted with His mitzvot is an awe-inspir-
ing and daunting destiny. It took time for us 
to find our footing, steady ourselves, and fully 
orient our lives toward the rigorous demands 
of monotheism. Our early errors—the golden 
calf, the meraglim, and even some struggles 
during the initial centuries in the Land of 
Israel—are seen by Shir HaShirim as the 
challenges of a people still learning to meet 
the exacting call of Torah and mitzvot.

In perek 2, confronting this asymmetry and 
her hesitation to join him in Yerushalayim, 
the young girl longingly declares her devotion 
to her beloved and her conviction that their 
relationship—though not yet fulfilled—will 
one day be fully realized: “Dodi li va’ani lo.” 
We may not be united now, but he will wait 
for me, and we will remain forever bound 
in loyalty to one another. Spoken in the 
early stages of Shir HaShirim, this phrase is 
a declaration of faith in an eventual reunion 
that will restore the bond to its full glory. The 
path may not always be smooth, but the bond 

endures, eternal and unbroken.
FROM TIMIDITY TO CONFIDENCE

Fast forward to the end of the 6th perek 
of Shir HaShirim. The woman is still not 
united with her beloved. Indeed, she has been 
searching for him for some time after their 
bond was ruptured by her own refusal to 
answer the door. She encounters night watch-
men who strike her violently and remove the 
jewels from her head. Chazal interpret this 
section of Shir HaShirim as a metaphor for 
galut, caused by our failure to return from 
Persia to rebuild the Second Mikdash. Only 
42,000 Jews returned with Ezra, while the 
majority remained amidst the luxury and 
palaces of Persia. Because of this collective 
apathy and inertia, the Second Mikdash never 
gathered lasting momentum, and ultimately, 
we were exiled once more—this time for two 
millennia. Two thousand years during which 
we were exposed to hatred, violence, and the 
stripping away of our national pride. We have 
faced these violent watchmen who sought to 
tear away our crown and rob us of our jewels.

In the end of the 6th perek, as her search 
for her husband almost reaches its culmina-
tion, the woman declares “Ani l’dodi v’dodi 
li,” reaffirming her belief that, though they 
are not yet together, they remain eternally 
committed and will one day reunite.

While this declaration of ani l’dodi v’dodi 
li mirrors the first declaration of dodi li 
va’ani lo, there is one crucial difference. In 
the earlier phrase of “Dodi li va’ani lo,” she 
placed her husband—Hashem—first. In this 
later declaration, she places herself first: “Ani 
l’dodi v’dodi li.”

What may seem a small difference is, in 
fact, profound. By the end of Shir HaShirim, 
she has transformed from a timid, uncertain 
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Rabbi Taragin’s newest sefer entitled 
“To be Holy but Human: Reflections 
upon my Rebbe, Rav Yehuda Amital 
(Kodesh) is now available at: 
mtaraginbooks.com and in bookstores

girl into a confident, self-assured woman. In 
the early stages, she placed her beloved first 
in their mutual declaration of love; now she 
names herself first, followed by her beloved. 
She has evolved from a shy, hesitant girl who 
hoped her husband would love her into a 
confident woman who first declares her own 
loyalty and expects the same in return.

This shift mirrors a transformation in Am 
Yisrael over the past two thousand years—a 
deepening confidence in our relationship 
with Hashem. This confidence enables us 
to declare our devotion with certainty and 
courage, rather than with mere longing and 
hesitation.

MESIRAT NEFESH
What changed through history? What gives 

this woman the confidence she so sorely 
lacked at the beginning of her relationship? 
By extension, what should give Am Yisrael 
the courage to utter the phrase “Ani l’dodi 
v’dodi li” with newfound confidence?

Chazal see the watchmen’s violent confron-
tation as a metaphor for the resilience Am 
Yisrael has developed throughout history. For 
over two thousand years, we faced unimag-
inable persecution and relentless pres-
sure—challenges that might have crushed 
us if we had abandoned faith in Hashem. 
From the moment we left Yerushalayim, 
we defended Him, even at the cost of our 
lives. From Chananya, Mishael, and Azarya 
in the fiery furnace, through Daniel in the 
lions’ den, the Macabim who sacrificed for 
Torah, and Rebbe Akiva with his colleagues, 
we remained defiant.

Our survival stands as one of the greatest 
anthropological miracles in human history. 
Against all odds, we endured—without a 
common country, flag, currency, or any of 

the usual cultural bonds that hold nations 
together.

Yet our miracle is also profoundly religious. 
Condemned to live among hostile nations 
determined to undermine our faith, we not 
only survived, but transformed the world 
into a vessel of monotheism, preserving the 
presence of Hashem on this earth.

This endurance should fill us with confi-
dence and empower us to proclaim: Ani l’dodi 
v’dodi li. The mesirat nefesh of Am Yisrael 
over the past two thousand years should 
infuse our tefillot with both pride and antici-
pation. Our prayers must weave together the 
raw, desperate pleas of an underserving heart 
with the steadfast confidence earned through 
millennia of mesirat nefesh.

If this is true after two thousand years of 
galut, it is all the more so after the past two 
years. Mi Ke’amacha Yisrael. We have cou-
rageously defended our Land, our people, 
and Hashem’s prophecies at great cost. This 
mission has been carried by the devoted few 
who understand both the immense mitzvah 
and the historic duty to help shape the final 
chapters of our nation’s story. The courage 
and mesirat nefesh our people have displayed 
rivals that of the heroic generations who 
came before, those who safeguarded Hash-
em’s presence in our world.

As Elul arrives, affirm your love and 
confidence, praying that Hashem swiftly 
reveals His Presence to a world that longs 
for redemption. 
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A Master’s two-year program designed for English-speaking 
students.

In cooperation with the Jewish Agency for Israel and the Ministry of 
Aliyah and Integration’s Student Authority, Ariel University offers:

 First year of study in English
 Intensive Hebrew study
 No GMAT required
 Student Authority tuition scholarship*
 Comprehensive academic and personal support throughout 
your studies
 Affordable, flexible housing options - AU modern on campus dorms, 
the Young Adults Center in Tel Aviv, or independent living

For more
information <<

Master ofMaster of
BusinessBusiness
AdministrationAdministration
(MBA)(MBA)

Start your new life in Israel
at Ariel University

*Subject to Student Authority eligibility conditions.
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Izzy Leizerowitz
+972 52 682-9367

USA (786) 385-8859
info@keteradvisors.com

BROKER - OWNER
FEE - 2% + VAT

 

Israel Real Estate
Is Open For Business

Jerusalem -   3.8M NIS
Netanya   -   3.2M NIS
Ra’anana  -   3.59M NIS
Tel Aviv   -   5.4M NIS
Hadera* -     3.3M NIS
Nth. Haifa -   1.70M NIS
Kinneret   -   2.0M NIS
Rehovot   -   3.2M NIS
Neve Shamir - 2.7M NIS
Ashkelon*  -  3.25M NIS
Efrat - New in Zayit
Zichron Yaakov - Land
125 sq meters  - (1/8 dunam) – 70,000₪
250 sq meters - (1/4 dunam) – 130,000₪
500 sq meters - (1/2 dunam) – 240,000₪
1,000 sq meters -(1 dunam) – 450,000₪

  
*4 Bedrooms

We Have New Projects 
   & Resales

  3 Bedrooms From:

Many Projects Offer: *
Flexible Down Payment
No Construction Index
Builder Held Loans
Flexible Payment Options
*Varies By Project & Builder 

KETER will cover your home
inspection (up to ₪4,000)**
** Terms and conditions apply
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Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001

Newest Listings in and around Jerusalem

Yitzchak Kowalsky
054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

EFRAT

One Of A Kind Garden
Apartment in Arnona

228 sqm triplex
160 sqm private garden

6 rooms
(including a 12 sqm separate unit)

Private parking
High ceilings and unique charm

 Price: Upon request

MUST SELL!
125 sqm, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

Balcony off the living room
60 meter sukkah terrace

Floor heating + central A/C
Mamad

2 parking spots, Storage
Shabbat elevator. 

100% wheelchair accessible
Excellent location

Reduced Price: 5,550,000 NIS

Spacious Apartment
in Ramat Baka

3 bedrooms, 1.5 bath
Approx 95 sqm

A/C units in all rooms
Designated private area in the

garden (around 20 sqm)
Fully furnished

Available: Immediately
Price: 12,000 NIS per month

Great Family Rental
in the Heart of the

German Colony

Unique Penthouse
in Nof Tzion

180 sqm on one level
180 sqm terrace + views of Har Habayit

4 bedrooms + safe room
2.5 bathrooms

Architecturally upgraded
Wheelchair accessible, Parking

Central A/C & heating
American-style kosher kitchen

Immediate occupancy
 Price: Upon request

136 sqm
4 bedrooms, 2.5 bath

2 large terraces with great views
Shabbat elevator

Private parking, Storage
Motivated sellers!

Reduced Price: 3,650,000 NIS

Fantastic Duplex
Penthouse in
Zayit, Efrat 

For Rent
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HAFTORAH BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA 
SHMIDMAN

INSIGHTS DIRECTOR,  
OU WOMEN’S INITIATIVE

Lovers and 
Learners 

This week’s haftarah, the third of the Shi-
vah D’Nechemta, paints a vision of healing 
and promise: וכל בניך למודי ה', ורב שלום בניך, 
All your children will be students of Hashem, 
and great will be the peace of your children 
(Yeshayahu 54:13). The Midrash Rabba on 
Parshat Naso draws our attention to another 
pasuk: שלום רב לאוהבי תורתך ואין למו מכשול, 
Abundant peace belongs to the lovers of Torah, 
and there is no stumbling for them (Tehillim 
119:165).

The Shnei Luchot HaBrit (Shelah HaKadosh) 
explores the relationship between these two 
pesukim. Why does the first speak of Torah 
learners, while the second speaks of lovers 
of Torah? Why does one promise peace 
without stumbling, while the other omits 
that assurance? And what is the meaning 
behind the different phrase orders — שלום 
?ורב שלום vs רב

The Shelah explains that there are two 

kinds of Torah engagement. One is rooted 
in deep personal love — a desire to under-
stand, connect, and grow. These are the אוהבי 
 the lovers of Torah. The other is a merit ,תורה
inherited — learning that comes from being 
born into a home or community that values 
Torah, but where the personal passion may 
be less developed. These are the לומדי תורה, 
the learners of Torah.

Those who love Torah often face more 
obstacles. Their desire drives them deeper, 
and with depth comes complexity and the 
risk of stumbling. Yet this is precisely why 
they are promised אין למו מכשול — not 
because they will never trip, but because their 
love ensures that those stumbles become 
stepping stones. As the Gemara (Gittin 43a) 
teaches: אין אדם עומד על דברי תורה אלא אם 
-a person cannot truly under — כן נכשל בהם
stand Torah unless they’ve first stumbled in 
it. The peace they receive is hard-earned and 
therefore enduring.

In contrast, learners who merit Torah 
through the actions of their ancestors may 
walk a smoother path. But because their 
engagement may be more surface-level, 
they are not promised the same freedom 
from stumbling. Their peace is present, but 
less transformative.

The Shelah goes one step further: the posuk 
in Tehillim says שלום רב — abundant peace. 
But the posuk in Yeshayahu reverses the 
phrase: ורב שלום בניך — and great will be the 
peace of your children. He reads this not just 
as a promise of quantity, but of leadership. 

Mazal tov to 
Maor & Tami on the birth  
of their son Ariel Yitzhak
And to the granparents,  

and the great-grandparents
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One who immerses in Torah can become a 
 a leader, a master of peace; not — רב לשלום
just a recipient of peace, but a creator of it.

In a time when peace feels distant — globally, 
communally, and often personally — this teach-
ing offers a blueprint for restoring it. It reminds 
us that true peace is not passive. Peace isn’t only 
the absence of conflict, but the product of deep 
engagement — struggles, stumbles, and sincere 
effort in the pursuit of truth.

Whether one learns Torah because of per-
sonal yearning or inherited merit, the Torah 
offers peace. But it is the love of Torah that 
refines us through our challenges, leading 
to an internal clarity that radiates outward. 
In the words of the Shelah, we don’t merely 
find peace — we become its bearers.

May we merit to be both learners and 
lovers of Torah, so that we too can become 
builders of enduring peace: ורב שלום בניך. 

Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

GARDEN PARADISE IN KATAMON FOR SALE

PEACEFUL, BEAUTIFUL, GARDEN DUPLEX APARTMENT
124.5 SQM ON TWO LEVELS, 4.5 BEDROOMS, 3 FULL 
BATHS, PRIVATE GARDEN IN TABU FULL OF FRUIT TREES, 
PRIVATE PARKING, ELEVATOR, MAMAD, EXCELLENT 
CONDITION. 
ASKING PRICE: NIS 8,150,000

ADDITIONAL 2 ROOM UNIT FOR SALE DIRECTLY ABOVE 
THE GARDEN APT. PERFECT OFFICE/GUEST UNIT! 
COMPACT 34 SQM., INCLUDES MAMAD, SUKKAH 
BALCONY, PRIVATE HEAT AND A/C. 
ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,200,000



68 TORAH TIDBITS 1626 / RE'EH

Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER
EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
RAV, THE JERUSALEM SHUL
BAKA, JERUSALEM

RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

Emulating 
the Almighty
“You shall follow the Lord your God…” 

(Deuteronomy 13:5). Rabbi Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik made the strik-
ing assertion that emulation 
of God, often referred to by 
the Latin phrase imitatio Dei, 
is the guiding principle of 
Jewish life.1 He was possibly 
inspired by the fact that the 
Rambam enumerated this 
as one of the 613 mitzvot, 
and further stressed it in his 
halachic code: “A person must 
act in accordance with these 
paths and emulate Him to the extent of 
his ability.”2 This, in turn, is based on two 

1. Schachter, Nefesh ha-Rav, 59.
2. Sefer ha-Mitzvot, mitzvat aseh §8, and 
Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Deot, 1:6.

Talmudic sources:
“Rabbi Chama be-Rabbi Chanina said: 

What does the verse mean, “You shall 
follow the Lord your God”? Is it possible 
to follow the Shechinah (divine presence)? 
Does it not say “for the Lord your God is 
a consuming fire” (Deuteronomy 4:24)? 
Rather, it means that one should emulate 

the Holy One’s attributes. Just 
as He clothes the naked, as it 
is written, “and the Lord God 
made clothes for Adam and 
his wife and clothed them” 
(Genesis 3:21), so should 
you clothe the naked. The 
Holy One visited the sick, 
as it is written, “The Lord 
appeared to him in the plains 
of Mamre” (Genesis 18:1), so 
should you visit the sick. The 

Holy One comforted mourners, as it is writ-
ten, “It was after Avraham died that God 
blessed his son Yitzchak” (Genesis 25:11), 
so should you comfort mourners. The Holy 
One buried the dead, as it is written, “and 
He buried [Moshe] in the valley” (Deuteron-
omy 34:6), so should you bury the dead.”3

“Abba Shaul says: Ve-anvehu (Exodus 
15:2)—be like Him. Just as God is gracious 
and compassionate, so should you be gra-
cious and compassionate.”4

Children often look to their parents in 

3. Sotah 14a.
4. Shabbat 133b. See Rashi ad loc. who explains 
that ve-anvehu (“beautify him”) is being read 
as ani ve-hu (“I and he”).

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik zt”l
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learning how to behave. Jews have a Father 
in Heaven who has set for them the ulti-
mate example to follow. 

HOLINESS OF THIS WORLD
Imitatio Dei holds out the promise of holi-

ness to us. If God is holy, and by emulating 
Him we become more like Him, then we par-
take of His holiness. If one pauses to think 
about it, this kind of holiness is markedly 
different from the usual conception of it.

God’s call to “Be holy for I… am holy” 
(Leviticus 19:2) has been translated by an 
entire school of thought into terms of sepa-
ration.5 From time immemorial, asceticism 
and isolation have been considered primary 
methods for attaining holiness. Imitatio Dei 
offers a different, more populated path to 
holiness. One lives in the world and engages 
with other people in ways modeled for us 
by God: clothing the poor, comforting the 
bereaved, burying the dead, acting with 
compassion. These examples stand in 
stark contrast to the monastic conception 
of holiness that focuses on unburdening 
oneself of the world and of all the people 
in it, so that one can meditate and achieve 
communion with God.6 The Rav referred to 
the emulatory model as the “holiness of the 
concrete.” The Rav expressed it wonderfully 
in his Halakhic Man:

An individual does not become holy 
through mystical adhesion to the abso-
lute nor through mysterious union with 
infinite… but, rather, through his whole 
biological life, through his animal actions, 
and through actualization of the Halachah 

5. See, e.g., Rashi on Leviticus 19:2 and 20:26.
6. See further Shatz, “Separation or 
Engagement.”

in the empirical world.7

THE CREATIVE ACT
The very beginning of Parashat Bereshit 

is devoted to the creation narrative, but so 
many of the details are inscrutable or left 
unsaid. What, then, are we intended to 
glean from it?

The Rav answered beautifully that “this 
elaborate emphasis… on God’s creation 
was meant to be converted into a moral 
challenge to man, that as God created, so 
should man.”8 The directive of imitatio Dei 
does not limit itself to the actions enumer-
ated by the Sages, but encompasses the act 
of creation as well. 

Man must be creative in both the material 
and spiritual realms. There are diseases 
to conquer…, rivers to control, miseries to 
extirpate…. Conquering and settling Eretz 
Yisrael are also mitzvot of yetzirah (creativ-
ity). […] To build a yeshivah in inhospitable 
territory…. Indeed, education in fulfillment 
of “and you shall teach them diligently to 
your children” (Deuteronomy 6:7) is cre-
ativity par excellence.9

Creation does not exhaust itself in bring-
ing something new into being. Again, let 

7. Soloveitchik, Halakhic Man, 46.
8. Besdin, Reflections of the Rav, 26.
9. Ibid.
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us look to and learn from how God acts. 
The Midrash tells us that God created, 
destroyed, and recreated worlds.10 Man’s 
responsibility, said the Rav, extends to 
rebuilding after destruction. As individuals 
and as a people, we are called on to never 
throw up our hands after failure, but to 
pitch in and get our hands dirty. In doing 
as God does, we become a holy people and 
actualize the divine quality of yetzirah.11

By emulating God, even mortal man can 
touch the heavenly realm.12 Our forefa-
ther Yaakov, after a turbulent time in his 
life, erected an altar. In its conventional 
translation, the verse says, “and he named 
it ‘God is the God of Yisrael’ (קְְרָָא לוֹֹ אֵֵל  וַַ�יִִּ
רָָאֵֵל  ,The Talmud .(Genesis 33:20) ”(אֱֱלֹהֵֵֹי יִִשְׂ�ְ
however, parses it differently: “and the God 
of Yisrael called him ‘Lord.’”13 What does 
this mean? The Rav answered simply that 
Yaakov emulated God. In his actions, he 
identified with God so strongly that one 
could actually see a reflection of the divine 
within Yaakov. This identification goes 
in both directions. The image of Yaakov, 
“Lord,” is engraved on the divine throne.14 

10. Genesis Rabbah, 3:9.
11. Besdin, Reflections of the Rav, 28–29.
12. In his volume on chesed, the Chafetz 
Chayim began by noting the eight places 
where the Torah commands us to follow in 
God’s path. Beyond signaling its importance, 
the number eight in mystical thought also 
indicates what is above nature. See his Ahavat 
Chesed.
13. Megilah 18a, cited by Rashi ad loc.
14. Schacter, Nefesh ha-Rav, 280–281.

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
aarong@ouisrael.org  at a special price 
for Torah Tidbits readers.

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

• STYLE & COMFORT
• MANY COLORS & DESIGNS
• STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS
• FAST DELIVERY

Foldees.co.il  |  058-707-8181

FOLDING CHAIRSFOLDING CHAIRS

Website: www.yeshezra.org 
Bank Transfer: Mercantile (17),  
Branch 642, A/C 79747843
Send Asmachta for receipt
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476, 
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card:  
Sara – 077-820-0196 / 058-530-9161  
Sun-Wed (10:00am-14.30 pm)
Donate with:

“Turning Despair 
into Hope”                                                                        
www.yeshezra.org
Director: Menachem Persoff

As Chodesh Elul approaches,  
please assist a 60-year-old  

individual suffering from delusions 
and paranoia to cover psychiatric 

treatment and counseling.

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff 
050-570-1067  |  menpmp@gmail.com

Tax benefit for donations as per  
section 46a of the Israeli tax code
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YOUR  

GGoo--TToo  CCaalleennddaarr 
FOR THE NEW YEAR!

Get the NEW 16 Month 

HHeebbrroonn  FFuunndd  
AArrttiissttss  CCaalleennddaarr  

for 2025/2026

Donate to receive your print and digital copies of the calendar.

 English-Hebrew 
calendar

 Jewish holidays 
& American and 
Israeli important 
dates

 Beautiful 
Paintings  
from 3 Hebron 
Artists

 Supports   
        Hebron’s  
           IDF 
soldiers  
& Jewish    
community

For USA 501(c)3 donations visit 
hebronfund.org 

For Israeli 46א donations visit 
hebron.org.il**

** Please forward your receipt and address to info@hebronfund.org to get the English Calendar.

Hebronfund.org  •  718-677-6886  •  info@hebronfund.org

(limited supply)
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Register here

This evening is made possible
in part by a generous donation

by Anne and Arthur Gober

Join us for an evening of celebration
in support of The Michael Levin Base
a non-profit that provides physical

and emotional support to Lone
Soldiers and Bnot Sherut

The Rise of Global
Antisemitism

Panel Discussion

The Jerusalem Theater, Henry
Crown Theater, David Marcus

St. 20

Tuesday, September 16th

Volunteer Appreciation
Award

Carol and Mark
Goldberg

Lone Soldier and Lone
Bat Sherut Awards

Reut Engle - Ilana Simon

Doors open - 5:45
Program starts - 6:30

Community Volunteer
Award

Howie Rosenblum

Master of Ceremonies
Andrea Finger  

Light dairy buffet after the
program

Rabbanut Jerusalem Mehadrin

Fleur Hassan-
Nahoum

Israel Special
Envoy for Trade

& Innovation 

Adir Schwarz
Deputy Mayor
of Jerusalem

Matti Friedman
Award winning Author

and journalist

Eylon Levy
Former Israeli Government

Spokesperson

Michael Oren 
Writer and former

Israeli Ambassador to
the United States

Opening remarks

Mike Huckabee 
U.S. Ambassador to Israel

Special Guest Speaker



74 TORAH TIDBITS 1626 / RE'EH

From the Virtual Desk of the

OU VEBBE REBBE
Rav Daniel Mann

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
RAV DANIEL MANN

לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

Question: I want to bring my mezuzot to 
a sofer for a periodic check. Should I try to 
get replacement mezuzot until they return? 

Answer: The argument to have them – 
Mezuza is a Torah-level obligatory mitzva 
for one living in a standard house, applying as 
long as he lives there. Therefore, presumably 
one who is capable of fulfilling the mitzva 
without an interruption of hours or days 
(while it is at the sofer) should do so. There 
is even an opinion that if one’s mezuza falls 
on Shabbat, if he can spend the rest of the 
day somewhere else, he should do so (see 

discussion in Pitchei Teshuva, Yoreh Deah 
285:1). 

In practice – There is no need. One strong 
indication not to require replacement mezu-
zot is that since Halacha requires checking 
every few years (Yoma 11a) and classical 
poskim do not talk about replacements, it 
must not be necessary. This is bolstered by 
accounts of great rabbis who did not seek 
replacements (see Revevot Ephraim V:548 
about Rav Moshe Feinstein, albeit apparently 
regarding a shorter check at home). One 
can suggest a proof by means of “reduction 
to absurdity.” If one may not be without 
mezuza for hours/days, then it should not 
be permitted even for seconds (where is the 
cutoff point!?), which would require you to 
put one up exactly as you remove the one to 
be checked, which does not seem plausible. 
One could deflect this by saying that the 
Torah requires it to be done close to right 
away, or perhaps that it is not prohibited to 
be without it, but one who can have mezuzot 
all the time is expected to do so in a normal 
amount of time.

There are a couple of explanations why one 
need not be concerned. Arguably, the mitzva 

Kehillat Shavei Tsiyon
80 Beit Lechem, Jerusalem
is seeking a Baal Tokea

Please call:
054-355-2758

Using Replacement  
Mezuzot When They  
Are Being Checked?
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Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by  
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare 
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad. 
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English  

or Hebrew contact: 
Eretz Hemdah–Gazit 

Rabbinical Court 
077-215-8-215 • Fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

is “for the life of living there,” so missing 
hours every few years for a good reason is 
considered a 100% fulfillment of the mitzva. 
After all, many understand that tefillin is a 
mitzva all day (see Be’ur Halacha to 37:1), 
and yet we suffice, for good reasons, with 
wearing them during Shacharit. We seem to 
be doing better than that for mezuzot even 
without replacements during checking. 

Another possibility (see discussion in 
Shevet Hakehati I:273) is that there is a 
special dispensation made for the purpose 
of checking mezuzot, which is, after all, a 
halachic requirement (see Shulchan Aruch, 
YD 291:1). Perhaps we can explain that since 
it is not practical to expect everyone to have 
replacement mezuza, the practice of check-
ing includes a dispensation from mezuza as 
long as is necessary for the checking. Some 
possible differences between approaches 
are: how fast one must act once the sofer has 
completed his work (see Rivevot Ephrayim 
ibid., who thinks one should act promptly); 
order of action if the return of the mezuzot 
coincides with another mitzva (ibid.); whether 
it is a good thing to check the mezuzot more 
than Halacha requires (see Shevet Hakehati 
ibid.) or to do a check that takes longer.

Is there at least a voluntary preference to 
use replacement mezuzot? Although ostensi-
bly “Why not?”, there are a few drawbacks. 
Shevet Hakehati (ibid.) references a prece-
dent regarding the laws of checking mezuzot 
that when we make it difficult to check, peo-
ple push it off (see Rashi, Yoma 11a). We can 

add that it complicates the berachot situation. 
In Living the Halachic Process I:G-5, we dis-
cuss the machloket about whether to make 
a beracha upon returning the mezuzot after 
the check. If you put back different ones, or 
use replacements, it likely calls for berachot 
because berachot are impacted by the mezuza 
used (see Chovat Hadar 11:14). However, if 
one is exempt from having mezuzot during 
the check, there is an additional question 
whether a beracha is called for when put-
ting up replacements (see Sha’ar Hatziyun 
475:39). There is always the general question 
about how good an idea it is to act stringently 
when it is clearly not required (beyond our 
present scope). 

Therefore, our recommendation is just 
to do what almost everyone does – not use 
replacement mezuzot. Exceptions can be 
when there will be a delay of several days 
or if the house will be left with no mezuzot. 

Handyman / Plumber
Shmuel Rosenzweig

Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418 

בס"ד
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Machon Puah for Fertility and 
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

RABBI GIDEON WEITZMAN

Weak Proofs
Last time we saw a proof that birth is the 

halachic definition of motherhood is birth 
and not genetics. The source was the Talmu-
dic passage that discusses a woman who con-
verts during pregnancy with twin boys. The 
boys are born and have a filial connection 
through their mother. This strongly suggests 
that birth is the definition of motherhood.

However, this is far from a definitive proof, 
since the Talmud is concerned with whether 
the unborn fetus is included in the mother’s 
conversion or not. Does the child require a 
separate conversion when they are born, as 
they are considered a separate entity from the 
mother? Or, is the fetus part of the mother’s 
body, a limb of the mother, in the words of the 
Gemara, and, is included in the conversion 
process and would need no other conversion?

While this Gemara does suggest that the 
mother is the woman who gives birth, this 

cannot be used as a proof.
Therefore, all of the sources that we have 

recently quoted that point to the mother 
being defined as the woman who gives birth, 
are all flawed. Either they are not halachic 
proofs, or they do not exactly prove the defini-
tion of motherhood. This may be the basis for 
the oft-quoted words of Rabbi Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach, that for all the numerous halachic 
questions that he was asked he was always 
able to find a reliable source. But he was 
not able to find a source for the question as 
to whether motherhood is defined by birth 
or genetics. Maybe he meant that there are 
sources, but they cannot be relied on to give 
a definitive answer.

All this brings us back to the court case 
surrounding the birth and family of Sofia, 
the unfortunate girl who was born after the 
tragic mix-up during an in-vitro fertilization 
and an embryo transfer to the wrong couple.

The birth parents are willing to raise her, 
and it was them who gave her the name, Sofia, 
but the genetic parents also claim total custody.

A judge recently wrote that it is clear and 
indisputable that genetics is the definition of 
motherhood, and therefore it is obvious that 
the genetic parents claim is the only valid one.

The judge completely ignored the other 
opinion and neglected to quote any of the 
Jewish precedents that we presented. While it 
is not clear that the birth mother is definitely 
the mother, the judge is amiss to ignore her 
legitimate claim to parenthood.

More on this next time. 
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Finding  
Your ‛Typeʼ

Ronit asks:
 How can I let go of the mindset that only a 

certain type of guy is right for me? I feel like 
it’s blocking me from many opportunities, 
but when someone suggests a guy who isn’t 
exactly my style, I’m not willing to meet him. 
My heart isn’t open to it, even though my 

mind knows it’s time to let go. 
You described what so many people feel. 

Many people experience this when their 
“type” doesn’t seem to match what life is 
offering them. I want to reframe this for 
you: your “type” could be who you find, 
but since that’s not working at the moment 
your type is limiting your options. It feels 
safe and familiar, like a road you’ve walked 
before. But sometimes Hashem wants to 
show us something new. Sometimes the 
blessing we’re meant to receive comes in 
packaging that doesn’t look like what we 
desired or expected. 

And it’s certainly possible to find what 
you’re looking for as well. But since we don’t 
know who he is and since what you’re doing 
currently isn’t yielding the results you’d like 
I can see why you’re desiring to expand your 
search at this point. 

Letting go of a fixed mindset about the 
“right” type of guy can be a profound journey.

In Torah, we see this again and again. Avra-
ham Avinu left everything he knew because 
Hashem asked him to. His blessing didn’t 
come from staying in his comfort zone, but 
from being willing to walk into the unknown. 
Dating is not just about finding someone it’s 
about building something. And building 
requires flexibility, curiosity, and trust.

So how do we open the heart when it feels 
closed? First, I encourage you to shift the 
question from “Is he my style?” to “Could I see 
areas of potential with this person?” Think 
about qualities like kindness, faith, resilience, 

 לעילוי נשמת 
מאיר יצחק בן יוסף אליהו הכהן ז”ל

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.angelrealty.co.il 

-BRamot  –For Sale in Jerusalem  
8 room cottage, 4.990.000 NIS 
For Sale in Efrat 
Zayit: * 4 room apt. Stunning 
view. Elevator. 2,590,000 NIS 
Zayit: * 3 room apt. next to the 
mall. 1,990,000 NIS 
Tamar:*4 room apt.105m 2.95 NIS 
Te'ena: * 6 room Cottage, 215m. 
Stunning view 4,850,000 NIS 
Dekel: 5 room apt. 150m. +50 m. 

floor.  rdbalcony with pergola, 3
2.750.000 NIS 

:For Sale in Elazar 
* Renovated 6 room apt. 170m 
on one floor. 2,690,000 NIS 
Gabi- 0524588716  
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Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking 
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With 
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors, 
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a 
Wedding every 2 days!

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!

and growth-mindedness. Those are the real 
building blocks of a bayit ne’eman.

Second, give yourself permission to meet 
someone just for curiosity, not commitment. 
Say to yourself: “I’m just gathering informa-
tion. I don’t need to decide anything yet.” 
That softens the pressure and makes space 
for the heart to breathe. It allows for a date 
and for first impressions, which may sur-
prise you. 

And third, It's essential to recognize that 
our perceptions of compatibility can some-
times be more limiting than liberating.

So maybe the next time someone suggests a 
name, pause before you answer. Ask yourself: 
What if Hashem’s blessing is hidden here? 
What if this is the opportunity I’ve been 
praying for, but I just can’t see it?

May you find the courage to open your 
heart a little wider, the strength to try even 
when it feels uncomfortable, and the joy of 
discovering that Hashem’s plans are always 
better than our own.

Blessings, Aleeza 

 

  

 

 

 

Struggling to find the 
right apartment in 

Jerusalem? 

Whether you’re in Israel or 
abroad, I’ll assist you in finding a 
home that truly fits – location, 

size and budget.  

Local knowledge! 

Professional 
service! 

Real results! 

Nahum Glatzer 
050-7225694 

3 DOROT RISHONIM
(Off Ben Yehuda)

02 563-7155

If you like people, and you like selling, 
this is the store for you.

Email: yaacov52058@gmail.com
and I’ll send you information

and a video of the store

Which is why I’m selling the SherlockS
Hat Store, the premier men and women’s
hat store in Jerusalem, and all of Israel.

here is a timeT
for everything
under eaven...H

Including Retirement
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INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER
MOTHER OF SGT. BINYAMIN HY”D

JEN AIRLEY

Here we are—Shabbat Mevarchim Elul, 
the final month of the Jewish year, a time 
saturated with holiness and possibility. Elul 
is often described as an exciting opportunity 
to reignite growth, to refocus, and perhaps 
even to cram in the spiritual accomplish-
ments to be worthy of a blessed, sweet 
and prosperous New Year. It’s 
an opportune time to stop and 
visualize where I want to go, who 
I want to be and analyze what 
stumbling blocks have been 
impeding my growth in the past.

Rav Kook offers a profound 
insight about Elul. He explains 
that this month is not just about 
preparing for Rosh Hashanah—it 
is about finishing strong. In Orot HaTorah, 
he teaches this explaining שלימות אמיתיות 
 true completion at the year’s— בצאת שנה
end. Elul gives us the chance to fulfill the 
promises, dreams, and commitments we set 
for ourselves last Rosh Hashanah, when we 
stood trembling and pleading for life. Even 
if the year was filled with ups and downs, 
even if our inspiration waxed and waned, 
Elul empowers us to pick up the pieces and 
complete what we started. Sometimes, we 
may even surpass what we originally imag-
ined for ourselves. This too will prepare us 

for Rosh Hashana.
We can each recall exactly where we were 

when we first heard about the legendary 
Operation Grim Beeper. Its precision, cre-
ativity, and sheer brilliance shocked the 
world. Beepers and walkie-talkies—turned 
into weapons that maimed thousands of 

Hezbollah terrorists in seconds. 
And from that turning point 
came wave after wave of vic-
tory: the targeted elimination of 
Nasrallah, the blitz in Lebanon, 
Operation Iron Wall in Jenin, the 
fall of Sinwar, Gideon’s Chariots, 
Operation Rising Lion. These are 
the headline successes. There 
were also hundreds, probably 

even thousands, of “smaller” miracles that 
were no less extraordinary.

When did this shift begin? It was in the 
aftermath of October 7th’s devastation, after 
unbearable losses, that Israel’s strength began 
to shine in new ways. And remarkably, the 
turning point—the Beeper operation—took 
place exactly in mid-Elul 5784, י״ד אלול תשפ״ד.

It is as if Rav Kook’s words applied not only 
to us but to Hashem Himself. שלימות אמיתיות 
 also “completed , כביכול ,Hashem— בצאת שנה
the year” by bringing about miraculous 
strength and precision for His people in the 

Elul: Completing the 
Year with Strength

Rav Abraham 
Isaac Kook zt”l
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The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat 
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the 
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces, 
bereaved families and widows can come for 
respite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more 
information and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org

closing stretch of the year.
Shabbat itself carries special clarity and 

blessing, making this Shabbat Mevarchim the 
perfect moment to begin the work of Elul. 
Ask yourself:
•	 What kind of person do I want to 

become? What are my spiritual 
aspirations?

•	 What are my unique strengths and abil-
ities that I can further develop?

•	 Which stumbling blocks consistently trip 
me up, and how can I move past them?

•	 Who are my role models, my friends, 
my teachers—the people who can lift 
me higher?

•	 Which Torah books should I already take 
off the shelf to prepare to learn ?

And perhaps most importantly: What did 
I set out to do last year? What commitments 
did I make on Rosh Hashanah 5784—whether 
written down or whispered in prayer? Did 
I strive for character development, deeper 
Torah learning, more meaningful tefillah, acts 
of chesed? What was on your תשפה to-do list? 
Elul asks us to return to that list, to pick up 
where we left off, and to finish with strength.

THE VISION OF THE HAFTORAH
If the task feels daunting and overwhelm-

ing , the Haftorah offers us encouragement, 
reminding us what all this work is for. This 
week we read the third of the Haftarot of 
Consolation, in which Yeshayahu prophesies 
about the ultimate redemption. He speaks 
of Zion rising to glory—its cities rebuilt, its 
children flourishing, its Torah shining forth.

In that time, even the nations of the world 
will recognize Torah as the ultimate truth, 
nourishing them like bread and water. The 
Yalkut Shimoni (Yeshayahu 479) explains that 
in the Messianic era, Torah study will come 

directly from Hashem Himself. Unlike our 
current system—filtered through the limita-
tions of human teachers and students—Torah 
will be transmitted without distortion, with 
perfect clarity. The result will be unity and 
harmony, as all of Am Yisrael walks a single, 
luminous path of Torah.

Yeshayahu concludes with a breathtaking 
vision: “Behold, nations that never knew you 
will run to serve you, because the glory of 
Hashem will shine upon you” (55:5). Zion will 
be exalted not only as the center of Torah for 
the Jewish people, but as the spiritual heart 
of the world. The nations will stream toward 
her light, and her long history of pain and 
loneliness will be transformed into everlast-
ing glory.

Our role is to prepare ourselves—to be 
vessels worthy of that future light Yeshayahu 
speaks of. This week as well as all the other 
Haftarot of his we read during these seven 
weeks of consolation.

Elul is our time to do exactly that. To 
close the year not with despair at what we 
failed to achieve, but with determination 
to fulfill what we can. To seize the chance 
for שלימות אמיתיות.

May this Elul be our chance to connect, to 
prepare, to learn, to accomplish, to grow and 
to successfully step into the Yamim Nora’im as 
vessels —ready to receive the bounty of bless-
ings of the new year and b’ezrat Hashem, the 
ultimate fulfillment of Yeshayahu’s visions of 
the glorious time of Mashiach. 
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Among the numerous possible eras in which 
Iyov may have lived, Hazal suggest that he was 
a contemporary of Nevuchadnezzar, who 
destroyed the First Temple.1 The basis for this 
suggestion is the news brought by a messen-
ger that a band of Chaldeans had fallen upon 
Iyov’s camels and camel drivers. Maharsha 
explains that only in the time of Nevuchadnez-
zar would the Chaldeans have been unified 
under the banner of that appellation.2

Further support for the notion that Iyov 
lived during the era of the destruction of 
the First Temple is found in Megillat Eicha. 
The third chapter of Eicha opens with the 
phrase “אני הגבר ראה עני - I am the man (gever) 
who has seen affliction.” Hazal offer several 
suggestions as to the identity of the speaker. 
While Rashi cites the view that the speaker 
is Yirmiyahu, who unlike other prophets 
witnessed the fulfillment of his dire predic-
tions, Hazal offer another opinion: ״אנא הוא 
 The] - איוב, שנא’ מי גבר כאיוב ישתה לעג כמים“
speaker is] Iyov, as the verse states ‘Who is 
a man (gever) like Iyov, who drinks scoffing 
like water?”3

1. Bava Batra 15b
2. Chiddushei Aggadot Bava Batra 15b
3. Eicha Rabbah 3

The proof text brought by the midrash 
is not the first time in the sefer that Iyov 
is referred to as “HaGever”, nor is this the 
only support for the notion that Iyov was a 
contemporary of Yirmiyahu. In Chapter 3 of 
Sefer Iyov, after his friends had sat with him 
for some time in silent commiseration, Iyov 
bursts forth with a heartrending lamentation, 
cursing the day of his birth and the night of 
his conception - ״יאבד יום אולד בו, והלילה אמר 
 Yirmiyahu similarly curses the day הרה גבר“
upon which he was born. Da’at Mikra sees 
in this and other similarities between the 
language of Sefer Iyov and Megillat Eicha 
a suggestion of contemporaneous forms of 
expression.4

Rav Medan offers an insightful contrast 
between the two figures: While Yirmiyahu’s 
lament expressed his despair that he was 
unable to fulfill his life’s mission of prevent-
ing the Churban, Iyov was lamenting his own 
personal suffering. The latter was a failure of 
Emunah, while Yirmiyahu was expressing a 
legitimate sense of frustration at his inability 
to prevent a national catastrophe.5

The use of the term Gever is not unique to 

4. Da’at Mikra, Introduction to Sefer Iyov
5. Iyov: Between Darkness and Light, Chapter 3

From Eicha to Iyov: 
Reflections on National  
and Personal Affliction

בס"ד
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In the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi series, 
currently in its third cycle, women scholars deliver 
a daily shiur on the books of Prophets (Neviim) 
and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a chapter 
a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners of all 
levels who would like to participate in the two-
year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU Women’s 
Initiative to register for additional content.

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who 
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett 
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach 
Department chairperson and New Teacher 
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU 
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of 
the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

Yirmiyahu and Iyov, yet Hazal link them by 
virtue of this shared expression. Commenting 
on the use of the term in Megillat Eicha, Rav 
Baruch HaLevi Epstein explains that the 
speaker chose specifically this expression 
because of its shared root with the term 
“Gevurah”, might. Hashem endowed us with 
the strength to withstand suffering, and even 
one who experiences profound national or 
personal affliction is capable of accepting 
these challenges with love if he possesses 
faith in Hashem.6 How many courageous men 
and women of our own time have demon-
strated the truth of this principle! Iyov has 
the capacity to accept his suffering as just, 
and his refusal to do so is therefore a failure 
of Emunah. 

While this may be the classic understand-
ing of Iyov, Rabbi Sacks turns this theory on 
its head. In his words, “Though [Job] defies 
G-d, he does not lose faith in Him… Despite 
the fact that he knows his suffering is unjust, 
he does not cease to talk to G-d, to argue, pray, 
challenge, debate, question and fight against 
wrong even to the very gates of heaven itself. 
He is capable of the sustained cognitive dis-
sonance that lives at the very nerve center 
of Jewish consciousness. G-d exists and evil 
exists (at least from the perspective of human-
kind)... Faith does not mean certainty. It means 
the courage to live with uncertainty. It does not 
mean having the answers, it means having 
the courage to ask the questions and not let 
go of G-d, as He does not let go of us.”7

May this cognitive dissonance speedily be 
resolved with the coming of Mashiach and 
the end of all human suffering. 

6. Torah Temimah Eicha Chapter 3
7. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, To Heal the World, pp. 
198-199

For sale in 
Rechavia 
exclusively by 
Karni Realty.  
On the sought-
after Diskin Street: 
4 room apartment 
on the 10th floor, 
private parking, 
same floor  
shelter (mamad) 
and more.

Want to wake up every 
morning to this view!?

For  
details,  
call Karni: 

052-6526144
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Growing Our 
Garments

The Previous Lubavitcher Rebbe used to 
say that on the Shabbos before Rosh Chodesh 
Elul he could already “smell the aroma and 
feel the wind of teshuva” in the air. 

My favorite understanding of the concept 
of teshuva is “return.” A return to the real 
you- the “You” Hashem sees and knows you 
can become. 

Last week in parshas Eikev, Moshe Rabbe-
inu told us that during the Forty Years in the 
desert, ָָמְְלָָתְְךָָ לֹאֹ בָָלְְתָָה מֵֵעָָלֶֶיך .שִׂ�ִ

Your clothing did not wear out from upon 
you

Rashi explains that this refers to the mirac-
ulous way that the Clouds of Glory kept our 
clothes freshly pressed and laundered as well 
as the fact that our clothing grew with us.

In Chassidus, a person’s thoughts, speech 
and actions are called “levushim,” the gar-
ments or “clothing” of the soul. They are 
the ways through which the soul interacts 
with the body and with other people, the 
pathways through which a soul interacts 
with the world. 

In the desert, Hashem was constantly 
teaching us Torah. He was fully supporting 
our growth, guiding us exactly where to go, 
when to fight, and how to stop and rest. And 
so the growth of our “clothing,” both physical 

and spiritual, was constant and continuous. 
Since entering Eretz Yisrael, Hashem 

handed over the responsibility of maintaining 
our garments to us. We are responsible for 
making sure they are up-to-date and fitting 
for the lives we want to live. 

But the path is much less clear to us. We 
encounter stumbling blocks. And we get 
stuck.

Part of the growth we are looking for is in 
realizing when we have outgrown old gar-
ments. Noticing that the way I think about 
myself is no longer appropriate to who I 
am, that the way I speak to my loved ones 
comes from a place of hurt rather than a 
place of connection, that my actions reflect 
the defensiveness of a child rather than the 
expansiveness and generosity of emotional 
balance. 

It takes a lot of strength and courage to see 
the ways our garments no longer fit us. And 
even more to change them.

Elul, with its air of teshuva and change, is 
an auspicious time for this type of personal 
growth. 

But we have to believe that it is possible 
before we even begin. 

R’ Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev helps us get 
there.

He points out that according to Chazal, 
teshuva is embodied in the concept of “Now.” 
“Now” tells us that each moment holds the 
potential for growth. 

He points out that as Hashem is constantly 
creating the world, so too He is continuously 
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Shoshana teaches Chassidus for the Shirat David 
Community in Efrat as well as in Jerusalem for Midreshet 
Rachel v’Chaya and Shiviti Women’s Institute. She is a 
guide in Poland with JRoots and co-leads inspirational 
trips to Ukraine and around Eretz Yisroel. Shoshana 
has also been a guide at Yad Vashem since 2014.

Large home
6 bedrooms
Beautiful garden
Pool

 ₪8M / $2.37M

+972-54-441-5704
KimBashRealEstate.com

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND

COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THE
RETURN OF ALL OUR HOSTAGES AND

THE SAFETY OF OUR SOLDIERS

FEATURED PROPERTIES IN ANGLO COMMUNITIES

LET YOUR JOURNEY 
HOME BEGIN WITH US

Presale opportunities in Carmei Gat,
Netanya, Ashkelon, Ashdod & Jerusalem

JERUSALEM   
German Colony 
Brand New 
3 Bedrooms
2 Bathrooms
Sukkah balcony 
Parking & Storage
 ₪7.95M / $2.35M

JERUSALEM

  
Luxury towers
Sea views
40 units left
Gym
Pool & private spa

         Starting Price
₪2.49M / $740K

ASHKELON 
Mishkafayim 
Luxury Apartment 
5 large bedrooms
Over 250 SQM
One floor
Rare opportunity 
₪12.5M / $3.7M

BEIT SHEMESH

  
New Project
Private Parking
Sukkah Balcony 
2-4 Bedrooms  
Ready: 2027

CARMEI GAT  
Villa
7 Bedrooms
Over 270 SQM
Private parking
Huge Garden
10 Mins from RBS

 ₪6.95M / $2.06M

EDEN HILLS

 3 bdrms starting at:
 ₪2.1M / $620K

creating each one of us. 
As we are breathing, we can imagine each 

exhalation as old energy leaving us, old gar-
ments returning to their source. 

And we can understand that each and 
every inhalation is new energy, new life 
and new potential being sent back to us from 
Hashem. With every breath that He sends 
us, He is supporting us, believing in us, and 
giving us the strength to improve. To create 
new garments and to grow into them.

May Hashem bless each one of us to tap 
into the transformational energy of Elul, to 
have the courage to look at the state of our 
garments and believe in the possibility of 
sizing up, and to inhale the teshuva-scented 
air knowing that the ability for growth is as 
close as the next breath. 
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descendants of Levi, son of Yaakov. Their 
lineage, at quite some length, is given in the 
next aliya.  

5th aliya (3:14-39) Count the 
tribe of Levi by households, 
from 1 month and older: the 

households of Gershon, Kehat and Merari, 
the sons of Levi. The sons of Gershon, Kehat 
and Merari are listed. Gershon’s family, 
from a month and above, is 7,500. They 
camp to the west of the Mishkan. Their task 
was to transport and be responsible for the 
curtains and coverings. Kehat numbered 
8,600, camping to the south. They were 
responsible for the vessels: Aron, Menorah, 
Table, altars. Merari numbered 6,200, 
camping to the north. Responsible for the 
structure of the Mishkan; the walls, sup-
ports and beams. The total of the tribe of 
Levi is 22,000. On the front side, the east of 
the Mishkan, Moshe and Aharon and fam-
ilies camped.  

The encampment around the Mishkan 
had 2 layers. The Leviim were in close, on 
3 of the 4 sides of the Mishkan. The 4th side, 
the leading side, had Moshe and Aharon.  
The entire 12 tribes were farther removed 
on all 4 sides.  

The 3 sons of Levi were family groups; 
Gershon, Kehat and Merari. They had full 
responsibility for the Mishkan. Their tasks 
fell in categories.  Gershon; textiles. Kehat; 
furniture. Merari; building. Gershon took 
care of the curtains and coverings. Kehat, 
the important main vessels of the Mishkan.  
And Merari the structure of the building.

6th aliya (3:40-51) Count all the 
firstborn of the age of a month 
and above. The Leviim are to 

replace the firstborn.  There were 273 more 

number is 157,600. The total count of the 
army age men is 603,550 without the tribe 
of Levi.

The people travel and camp with the 
Mishkan in their midst. Physically and 
metaphorically. We travel our history with 
G-d in our midst. While the distinct feel-
ing you get in the detailed description of 
where each tribe encamped is the feeling 
of an army encampment, there is another 
layer of meaning. Yes, regimented. Specific.  
Detailed. Organized. But an army for which 
purpose? To fight the anticipated foes in 
the Land of Israel? Or to be the army of 
Hashem? A fighting army with its G-d in 
its midst? Or both?  

4th aliya (3:1-13) Aharon’s 
sons’ names were Nadav, 
Avihu, Elazar and Itamar.  

Nadav and Avihu died without children.  
Elazar and Itamar serve as Kohanim with 
Aharon. Take the Leviim: they are to serve 
Aharon. The Leviim are responsible for the 
Mishkan: to support the Kohanim and the 
people, to facilitate the running of the Mish-
kan. The Leviim shall take the place of the 
first-born, who became obligated to me 
when saved in Egypt.  

There are 2 groups mentioned here:  
Kohanim and Leviim. The lineage of the 
Kohanim is given.  It just doesn’t take much 
room. Because Aharon is a Kohen and his 
sons. But he only has 2.  So the entire lin-
eage of the Kohanim is 3 people. The Leviim, 
on the other hand, are an entire tribe, 

Every  person  who was not born in Israel 
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate 

his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually! 
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS! 

The NEAMANS
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International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.

NETANYA 4 ROOM APT. RENTAL,
Nitza Blvd, 1 month min. Amazing sea view, 

kosher, furnished: May, June, July 2023  
from September 2023 short or long term

APTNETANYA@GMAIL.COM
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BAT AYIN GUSH ETZION
 2 Homesteads with open views 

- 166/1,440m², building rights
extra 700 m² in future ₪3.65m
- 147/2,370 m² +100m² attic.
Land for 2-3 houses ₪4.85m

Breezy, 9 room villa, 215m²
on c. 1/2 dunam, garden,
forest view. Option sep unit  
AirBNB set up with pool. 
 

₪6.25m No Agency Fee

MOSHAV ADERET

RAMAT BET SHEMESH
 

 ₪2.65m - REDUCED TO SELL

4 room, 2 bath, 2nd floor apt, 
shabbat elevator, large salon, 
parent’s suite, 19m² balcony,
view. Income producing.

MISHKAFAYIM RBS

Harmony Independent Living
for seniors 55+, Spacious apt, 
balcony, concierge, shul, gym.
Immediate entry / Investment
 

2 rooms -  ₪1.7m

To arrange a viewing, get mortgage
approval or list with us contact: 
I.L.A.N. on: 053-464-5603 
e mail: office@ilanrealestate.com 

‘Did You Hear 
What  

I Said?’
Rabbi Berel Wein passed away last Shabbat, 

at the age of 91. He was a rosh yeshivah, an 
educator, author and historian, who made 
aliyah and inspired tens of thousands over 
the years.

The following is a story that Rabbi Wein 
told over many times and that can influence 

us as well:
“I was a young American boy in 1946 when 

my father woke me up early and said: ‘We’re 
going to the airport—Rabbi Yitzhak Herzog 
from the Land of Israel is arriving in Chicago!’ 
The The whole city came out to welcome this 
famous rabbi.

“Rabbi Herzog even came to our school and 
told us the following: ‘I have just returned 
from meeting the Pope in Rome. I handed 
him a list of thousands of Jewish children 
who had been placed in Catholic monaster-
ies by their parents during the Holocaust, 
in order to save them from the Germans. I 
told the Pope: “I present you this list as the 
representative of the Jewish people, and I 
ask you to return these children to us.” But 
the Pope refused. He explained that anyone 
who had entered a Catholic institution had 
already been baptized and must remain a 
Christian forever.’

“I remember, as a child, how Rabbi Her-
zog finished quoting the Pope, paused for 
a moment, and then burst into tears. I had 

Rabbi Berel 
Wein zt”l
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never seen anyone weep like that. He bent 
his head over the podium, and it was as if 
two thousand years of Jewish history poured 
out of him. The entire audience was stunned.

“Then Rabbi Herzog straightened up, 
looked at us, and said: ‘I cannot do anything 
more for those children. But you—what will 
you do for the Jewish people? What will you 
do to rebuild our nation?’

“Afterward, when we went to shake his 
hand, he repeated the same message to each 
one of us individually. And when he looked 
at me, still just a boy, he said: ‘Did you hear 
what I said?

‘Don’t forget what I said.’
That moment changed my life. It also 

changed the lives of many who were there. 
From that group came forth individuals who 
built great educational institutions and Jewish 
organizations, and many who made aliyah. 
Over the years, the young Americans in that 
hall went on to inspire tens of thousands to 
be active participants in the Jewish people. 
All because of one speech, and one sincere 
cry of anguish.” 

SHABBAT AFTERNOON  
PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR 

Given this week by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres 
Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak,  

Rechov Washington 12 at 5:30pm
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A Master’s Degree Program in Educational 
Leadership taught in English

GET A DEGREE THAT OPENS DOORS
Complete your master’s degree in ONE year (fall, spring, summer)

First semester begins after the Chagim and classes are totally asynchronous

Second semester begins mid-February till end of June. Four sessions face2face 
and the rest on Zoom

Third and final semester in the Summer (6 weeks) – 4 Sundays face2face 
and the rest on Zoom and Asynchronous

Men meet on Thursday afternoons & Women on Tuesday mornings

Accredited in Israel & Chutz l’Aretz

Eligibility requirements:
*A bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution

* A teaching certificate accredited by Israel

For more information contact Prof. Jeffrey (Yosef) Glanz 
at yosglanz@gmail.com or 052-7350979 (WhatsApp)

Anglo speakers can submit work  in Hebrew 



" בְחַר ה'..."  קוֹם אֲשֶר־יִּ ם־אֶל־הַמָּ י אִּ דברים י״ב:ה׳ —"כִּ  
Jerusalem isn’t just any city - it’s the place chosen for generations. 

If you’re ready to find your place here - buying, selling, or investing -  
we’ll help you make it happen. 

 

 
French Hill Cottage on prestigious Mevo 

HaMa'avak street, beautifully maintained, 5 
rooms + large sukkah balcony and 

reinforced bomb shelter attached to home! 
Asking: NIS 5,350,000 (call for pics/ video) 

Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111 

 
Etzel St. French Hill Rental 

Perfect vacation home, fully reno with 
magnificent views. 3 rm (2 br) 5th fl. + 

elevator. Furn + appliances can stay. Walk  
to light rail. NIS 7,000/pm 

Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111 

 
Ramat Eshkol - (After Tama 38) 

5 rms (4 bed / 2 bath) , 2 balconies  
Large secure room ! 2nd fl , Shabbat elev , 

private parking for bldg , needs interior 
renovation . NIS 4,350,000 

Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111 

 
Golomb St. Kiryat HaYovel 

Brand new 3 room apartment in Hod Denia 
for 60+ | Warm community, 24/7 services, 

safe room, Shabbat elevator. ₪7,500. 
Price includes maintenance 

David Weiser 055-276-2960 
 

 

 

 
King George/Eliash St, City Center 

116 sqm, fully renovated 5 rm apt, 4 bdrms, 
2 bathrooms incl ensuite, Shabbat elevator, 

accessible, parking. 
NIS 5,790,000 

Orna Even Parker  054-621-6069 
 

 

 

 
Ohel Moshe St, Nachlaot Rental 

Beautifully designed & spacious private 
home.180 sqm, 5 rms, 3.5 bathrms 

+ 2 ensuites. Private sukkah courtyard 
18,900 NIS/month 

Orna Even Parker 054-6216069 
 

 
Prestigious Balfour Vacation, Talbieh 
Mandate bldg, high ceilings, renovated 

(112 sqm), 2 master suites , 3 balconies, 2 
private storage ,1st floor. Includes all 

furniture and appliances NIS 7,400,000 
Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111 

 

 
Shlomo Ben Yosef St. Armon HaNetziv 

4.5-room gem with sukkah balcony, 
panoramic views, amazing light and air — 

unbeatable price, rare opportunity! 
NIS 2,250,000 

Micha Paul  052-511-6340 
 

 
Eliyahu Meni St. Nachlaot 

Great investment property, 2 rooms, new 
construction, mammad, Shabbat elevator, 

near shuk, overlooking Saidoff. 
Only NIS 2,190,000  

Orna Even Parker  054-621-6069 
 

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties 
is just one search away      www.remaxjerusalem.com  

 




