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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Our Sedra opens with the words:
Vhaya Eikev Tishmaun, eit hamishpatim 

haeleh, ushmartem vaasitem otam, v'shamar 
Hashem Elokecha lecha et HaBrit v'et 
HaChesed asher nishba laAvotecha.

And it shall be, if you will heed these 
statues, and fulfill and do them, Hashem your 
G-d will fulfill the covenant and Kindness He 
promised to your ancestors.

The great Chasidic Master, Reb Mordechai 
of Lekovitch zy'a, offered a very novel inter-
pretation of this pasuk. The Rebbe points to a 
teaching from the Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh, 
that the word V'Haya-Literally and it shall 
be, connotes simcha-joy, while the word 
ekev-which literally mean the heel, or bottom, 
connotes humility. 

The Rebbe explained if one merits to per-
sonify these two character traits, of serving 
Hashem with joy and humility, he will indeed 
succeed in heeding the words of the Torah 
HaKedosha, succeed in fulfilling the mitzvot, 
and merit that in turn, Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu will bless us through his covenant of 
kindness.

Similarly Rabbeinu B'Chaya taught that 
"the simcha one experiences as they perform 

a mitzva, is a mitzva in and of itself!"
But how are we to condition ourselves to feel 

joy in each and every mitzva? How exactly are 
we meant to see each and every mitzva as a 
joy filled experience?

There is a well known teaching the Mishna 
in Masechet Makkot : Rebbe Chananya ben 
Akashya omer: Ratza HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
Lzakot et Yisrael, Lefichach hirba Lahem 
Torah Umitzvot...Rabbi Chananya Ben 
Akashya taught: HaKadosh Baruch wishes t 
bestow merit upon the Jewish People, there-
fore he gave them so many mitzvot within the 
Torah....

At face value, this teaching seems contradic-
tory. If Hashem truly wants us to succeed and 
to receive merit, why then are there so many 
laws and statutes, which we are expected to 
fulfill? Seemingly having so many regulations 
might for many seem intimidating, or as 
potential obstacles to success. How are we 
to understand this teaching?

The Rambam, in his commentary on this 
mishna, brilliantly clarifies the message that 
Rebbe Chananya intended to convey. The 
Rambam explains, that since Hashem has 
given us so many mitzvot, it is impossible 
for one to go through an entire lifetime, and 
not have at least one mitzva that they excel at 
and fulfill completely,and through that one 
mitzva they give eternal life to their soul.

The Rambam, in this important insight, 
teaches us to pivot in our definition and rela-
tionship to mitzvot, to begin to see Mitzvot not 
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solely as obligations, but more so as opportu-
nities. Opportunities to demonstrate our fidel-
ity to Hashem and the Torah HaKedosha,and 
simultaneously to feel Hashem's covenantal 
commitment and fidelity to each one of us.

Yehi Ratzon,may each of us indeed merit to 
take to heart these two important insights, to 
see each and every mitzva as an opportunity 
to serve Hashem with joy and humility, and to 
merit to receive the blessing of the promise of 
Divine Kindness inherent in each and every 
moment. 
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FOR
SALE

DEKEL, EFRAT

₪ 4,700,000

Separate rental unit, safe room,Bright living spaces, 
well-kept garden, and prime location near parks, schools

223 sqm | 7 rooms | Spacious Cottage with attic

FOR
SALE

TEENA, EFRAT

₪ 6,200,000

Spacious villa with a garden, safe room, parking, 
and a rental unit, located on a quiet street.

FOR
SALE

TAMAR, EFRAT

₪ 2,790,000

Beautiful apartment, 60 sqm attic used for storage 
2 Sukkah balconies, Private parking  

 

4 rooms | 99 sqm | 2 Bathrooms

FOR
SALE

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

₪ 2,100,000

Full of Jerusalem charm, no stairs, private entrance.
5 sqm storage, shared yard, fantastic location! 

2 rooms| 45 sqm | Ground Floor

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of Zayit, Efrat. 
Spacious apartments, breathtaking views, and limited units 

remaining!

ESTIMATED  COST:  ₪ 1,990,000
For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with parking and a balcony.

MORADOT HAZAYIT, EFRAT

FOR
SALE

NACHLAOT JERUSALEM

₪ 3,200,000

64 sqm private rooftop terrace,Quiet  location just 2 min
 from Mahane Yehuda, with stunning open views

2 rooms + 2 balconies | 54 sqm | 2nd floor 

NACHALAT ACHIM, JERUSALEM

₪ 2,200,000

2 rooms | 41 sqm | Private entrance
Charming and bright apartment with 3 exposures. 

Balcony, view of Sacher Park, only 9 steps.
FOR
SALE

RECHAVIA, JERUSALEM
FOR
SALE

₪ 2,950,000

Private entrance, huge exclusive-use yard, and high 
ceilings. Fully furnished, includes a storage room 

2,5 rooms| 67 sqm | Ground Floor

NACHLAOT JERUSALEM
FOR
SALE

₪ 2,290,000

Charming 2-room, , 4 sqm balcony, AC, elevator, 
quiet street, modern kitchen. 

2 rooms| 45 sqm | 1st Floor

300 sqm | Villa

�������������
��������������


���������������

�	���
�

Special thank you to Barry Ernstoff  
for his many many years of service to  

TT distribution in Beit HaKerem, Jerusalem

Website: www.yeshezra.org 
Bank Transfer: Mercantile (17),  
Branch 642, A/C 79747843
Send Asmachta for receipt
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476, 
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card:  
Sara – 077-820-0196 / 058-530-9161  
Sun-Wed (10:00am-14.30 pm)
Donate with:

“Turning Despair 
into Hope”                                                                        
www.yeshezra.org
Director: Menachem Persoff

NIS 5,000 for each of two families, 
victims of terror attacks, desperately 
needing financial help to cope with 

infirmities and treatment.

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff 
050-570-1067  |  menpmp@gmail.com

Tax benefit for donations as per  
section 46a of the Israeli tax code




