
50 TORAH TIDBITS 1625 / EIKEV

HAFTORAH BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA 
SHMIDMAN

INSIGHTS DIRECTOR,  
OU WOMEN’S INITIATIVE

Have you ever felt completely alone — as 
if you were standing apart from the entire 
world? I know I have. In the months since 
October 7, that feeling has been sharper 
than ever — as an individual, as part of Am 
Yisrael, and as part of a nation so often mis-
understood and misjudged. There have been 
moments when the weight of isolation felt 
heavy, almost overwhelming.

The Navi recognizes these feelings and 
reassures us that isolation is not necessarily 
a weakness. He points us to Avraham and 
Sarah — seemingly alone in their viewpoints 
and messages to the world — a single couple 
standing apart from the world. Yet from that 
solitude came an entire nation, blessed by 
Hashem and destined to transform history. 
Yeshayahu tells us: if Hashem could build a 
people from one man and one woman, He 
can certainly rebuild and renew us now.

The Navi is speaking to us — ,פְֵֵדְי צֶֶדֶֶק  רֹ
י ה׳ ֵ �שְֵׁקְַבְַמְ    — those who pursue righteousness 
and seek Hashem even in the darkness of 
exile. To find hope, he says, יטּוּ אֶֶל צּוּר בִַּהַ�ִ  
ם תְֶּרְַ�ֶ  וֹֹּבּר נֻֻקַּ� בֶֶת  קֶַּמַ�ֶ אְֶֶוְל  ם,  תְֶּבְַ�ֶ   look back — חֻֻצַּ�
to your beginnings. Yeshayahu urges us to 
remember Avraham, separated from the 
masses like a single stone cut from a moun-
tain, recognizing the One G-d amidst rampant 
paganism. He directs us to recall Sarah, the 

quarry from which you were hewn, who 
shaped and refined the family that would 
become Am Yisrael. 

The Radak notes, this is especially comfort-
ing when we remember how long Avraham 
and Sarah waited for a child. We too have 
been waiting for the redemption for so long 
— and in these months since October 7, the 
longing feels more profound. Yet, just as 
their long-awaited blessing brought forth a 
people that changed the world, so too our 
redemption, when it comes, will be vast 
and far-reaching beyond anything we can 
imagine.

This restoration will not be partial — י  כִּ�ִ
בוֹֹתֶֶיָהָ ְרְָחָ ל  ם כָּ�ָ ם ה’ צִִוֹֹּיּן נִִַחַ  Hashem will — נִִַחַ

comfort Zion, He will comfort all her ruins. 
Every desolate place will be renewed, ם שֶָׂ�ֶ יַָּוַ�  
ן ה׳  ַגְַ ּהָּתָָבְָרְַעְַוְ כְּ�     עְֵֵדֶֶן,  ּהָּרָָ כְּ�  בְָּדְ�  and He will make — מִִ
her wilderness like Eden and her desert like the 
garden of Hashem. This redemption will not 
be silent; it will overflow with …ה ָחְָמְ  שְִׂוְ�ִ וֹֹׂשָׂן    שָׂ�
ה ָרְָמְ קוֹֹל זִִ ה ְוְ וֹֹּתָּדָ  — joy and gladness, thanks-
giving and the sound of song. 

Carved from Courage,  
Hewn from Hope
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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