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International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.
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Why Did You 
Stay Alive?

It was a moment I don’t think I’ll ever 
forget.

This past Simchat Torah, hundreds of 
young Nova survivors gathered at a Jerusa-
lem hotel to celebrate the Yom Tov alongside 
bereaved families and families of hostages. 
Everything in their world had changed since 
the previous Simchat Torah — October 7, 
2023. They talked, hugged, danced with 
the sifrei Torah. But one guest, a young 
man, sat off to the side, withdrawn and 
heavy-hearted.

Eliyahu Libman, whose son Elyakim was 
murdered at Nova after saving dozens, 
approached the young man with his wife, 
Avishag. I stood nearby, listening.

“What’s your name?” Eliyahu asked.
“Nachman Dahan,” came the tearful reply. 

Then, shaking, Nachman began to speak — 
about the friends murdered right beside 
him, about those kidnapped, about how he 
escaped, and how hard it’s been since to 
function, to return to anything like normal.

Eliyahu shared his own pain. “I’m Elyakim’s 
father,” he said. “He was a security guard at 
the Nova festival. He saved lives and was 
killed doing so. And you, Nachman — you 
survived. Tell me, why did you survive?”

Nachman had no answer.

Eliyahu continued: “Today is Elyakim’s first 
yahrzeit. But it’s also the anniversary of your 
salvation. You were granted life. I ask that 
you be happy today, also in memory of my 
Elyakim.

“And I want to ask something else. You 
didn’t answer me, and that’s okay. Take your 
time.

But ask yourself: Why did I stay alive? How 
do I give meaning to this life I’ve been given 
again? What do I do with the gift I received 
on this day?”

I often wondered what became of 
Nachman.

Recently, I found out: He’s begun working, 
studying Torah, slowly rebuilding. And this 
week, in the Nova survivors’ WhatsApp 
group, a photo appeared — Nachman and his 
bride, Daniella, under the chuppah. The next 
day, the group held a festive sheva berachot 
for the couple. So many blessings. So much 
joy. So much life. From the Syrian border, 
where he’s serving in reserves, Eliyahu Lib-
man sent a heartfelt blessing.

Mazal tov, Nachman and Daniella. You’re 
answering the question more powerfully 
than words ever could. 




