PROBING THE PROPHETS

“Nachamu”-
Where Is The
Comfort?

As was true of last week’s haftarah, the
familiar name of the Shabbat — Shabbat
Nachamu - is also drawn from the opening
word of the haftarah. There is, however, a
difference, in that the very appellation of the
Shabbat reflects more than a simple connec-
tion to the haftarah. Indeed, the name itself
expresses what the Shabbat itself should be....
one of consolation and comfort. It is meant to
be a Shabbat of “Nechama” — solace and suc-
cor — inspired by the words of our haftarah.

But do we really find any comfort in Yisha-
yahu’s message?

Upon studying the text of the haftarah, we
find very little comfort in the opening verses.
The first expression of “consolation” informs
the suffering nation that their sin has been
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forgiven for she has received double [punish-
ment} from Hashem for her sins! There is no
mention of redemption, return to the land
or a glorious future — only the obvious truth
that they have suffered through a double
punishment, that has now ended.

The Ibn Ezra quotes the pasuk in Megil-
lat Eicha [4: 22] as being an echo of these
opening verses, as it states “Tam avoneich
Bat Tziyon-lo yosif I'hagloteich”, “Your sin is
atoned (ceased).... [Hashem] will exile you
no more”. These words, like those in our
haftarah, express some relief — but not true
consolation!

And so we ask: Where is the comfort?
Where is the encouragement? Where are
any words that would bolster the hope of a
grieving nation?

Simply put: Where is the “nechama” of
“Nachamu”?

The answer to this question is found in the
p’sukim that follow the rather “unconvinc-
ing” introduction of the haftarah. The rest of
Yishayahu’s nevu’ah, begins by describing
Hashem’s strength that overpowers all natu-
ral forces. even emphasizing the incompara-
ble acts performed by Hashem. And yet, these
first verses, too, do not really fulfill Israel’s
need for solace and succor.

But a careful read of these p’sukim will
better reveal a powerful message left for
both that generation and many future ones as
well. Consider: Of what purpose is a prophecy
that one could not guarantee? Of what good



is a promise that one cannot keep? For this
very reason this fortieth perek, the chapter
that marks the beginning of Yishayahu’s
prophecies of comfort, opens with words that
appear to lack any real message of consola-
tion. It was first essential for the grief-stricken
generation to hear more than promises or
pledges. Those who have been devastated by
many years of torment, pain and loss will,
understandably, find assuring words alone
as being empty and meaningless. This is the
reason why HaKadosh Baruch Hu told His
navi “NACHAMU” - “Comfort My people” —
by first assuring them that it is I, the Eternal
One, He Who guarantees His promises and
His prophecies.... and, therefore, their very
future.

And how interesting it is that, in the mid-
dle of describing the great abilities of the
all-powerful G-d, Yishayahu adds a verse
that seems out of place: “K’ro’eh edro yir'eh,
bizro’o y’kabetz t'la’im u’v’cheiko yisa...” “As a
shepherd tends his flock - gathering lambs in
his arms and carrying them in his bosom...”.
The beautiful depiction of Hashem as a caring
shepherd Who lovingly leads and protects
His flock is a compelling lesson leaving Israel
with the knowledge that G-d is not only One
Who is capable of fulfilling His prophecies,
but that He would do so because He is the
Faithful Shepherd of His nation.

And what better message could be given to
the nation than this introduction to Yishaya-
hu’s magnificent prophecies of their future,
their redemption....and, therefore, their
ultimate comfort!! m
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