SIMCHAT SHMUEL

This Shabbat we will commemorate the
sacred, yet often overlooked day of Tu B’Av—
Chamisha Asar B’Av. The fifteenth day of the
month of Av is filled with an inner joy that
is both mysterious and deeply redemptive.
The Talmud (Ta’anit 30b) teaches that there
were no days as joyous for the Jewish people
as Tu B’Av and Yom Kippur. While Yom Kip-
pur offers the joy of return, Tu B’Av reveals
the joy of reunion—of souls, of hearts, of the
collective soul of Am Yisrael made whole
again.

The Apter Rebbe, the Oheiv Yisrael
zy'a, explains the significance of this day
through his deep teachings on the Hebrew
letters. Every letter, he taught, is a vessel
of Divine light, a code of spiritual reality.
Tu B’Av is the fifteenth day of the month
of Av(comprised of the letters alef and bet),
corresponding to the fifteenth letter of the
Alef-Bet, Samech (), that offers us a key
to its meaning.

Samech is unique among the Hebrew
letters: it is a perfect circle, closed and
complete. A Samech, like all circles, has a
center which is equidistant from all spaces
along the circle, meaning no matter where
an individual may be standing around that
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circle, they all remain equally close to the
center of the circle. The Sameach teaches us
that every individual remains equally close
to Hashem, without hierarchy or condition.
The Samech symbolizes Divine support, sur-
rounding love, the unshakable embrace of
Hashem for every soul.

Tu B’Av reflects that same energy. On this
day, the daughters of Yerushalayim would
dance in borrowed white garments, in the
vineyards; encouraging the young men and
women to forge soul-connections not based
on tribe or status, but essence and values.
The Gemara (Ta’anit 26b) tells us that those
who did not have a white dress of their own
would borrow, so that no one would be
ashamed. Everyone danced together, equal,
radiant, and beloved.

The Apter Rebbe, whose life and Torah
were devoted to Ahavat Yisrael, would say
that the greatest spiritual elevation comes
not from asceticism or isolation, but from
loving every Jew, regardless of background
or level. The circle of the Samech has no cor-
ners—no top or bottom, no inside or outside.
So too must our love and connection flow:
whole, unconditional, and unbreakable.

Perhaps most beautifully, this imagery of
the circle refers to the unity we will experi-
ence in the days of Mashiach. The Gemara
in Ta’anit 31a teaches that in the future,
“Hakadosh Baruch Hu oseh lahem machol
la’tzaddikim—The Holy One will make a circle
dance for the righteous”. Hashem will stand



in the center, and each soul will point and
exclaim: “Hinei Elokeinu, Zeh Hashem Kivinu
Lo!”—“Behold our G-d, this is Hashem for
whom we have longed!”

It will be the final Samech. A circle of
redemption. A dance of equality and Divine
presence, where no one is closer, and no one
is further. Each one will see Hashem from
their place in the circle. No competition, only
joy and love.

This, says the Oheiv Yisrael, is the spirit of
Tu B’Av. A foretaste of the future. A glimpse
at that dance that each of us will experience,
as we greet Mashiach Tzidkeinu.

Yehi Ratzon, May we be able to take to
heart the Apter Rebbe's beautiful teachings,
and soon merit to dance in that great circle
of redemption, with Hashem at the center,
and each of us basking in the light of unity. m
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for Sale!

2 rooms| 45 sqm | Ist Floor
Charming 2-room, , 4 sgm balcony, AC, elevator,
quiet stveet modern kitchen.

2rooms | 41sqm | Private entrance
Charming and bright apartment with 3 exposures.
Balcony, view of Sacher Park, only 9 steps.

2,5 rooms| 67 sqm | Ground Floor
Private entrance, huge exclusive-use yard, and high
ceilings. Fully furnished, includes a storage room

2 rooms| 45 sqm | Ground Floor
Full of Jerusalem charm, no stairs, private entrance.
5 sqm storage, shared yard, fantastic location!

FOR
SAL

FOR

2rooms + 2 balconies | 54 sqm | 2nd floor

64 sqm private rooftop terrace,Quiet location just 2 min
from Mahane Yehuda, with stunning open views

223 sqm | 7 rooms | Spacious Cottage with attic
Separate rental unit, safe room,Bright living spaces,
well-kept garden, and prime location near parks, schools

TAMAR, EFRAT
4 rooms | 99 sqm | 2 Bathrooms

SA LE Beautiful apartment, 60 sgm attic used for storage

2 Sukkah balconies, Private parking

300 sqm| Villa
Spacious villa with a garden, safe room, parking,
and a rental unit, located on a quiet street.

Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart of Zayit, Efrat.
Spacious apartments, breathtaking views, and limited units

remaining!

For a ~ 95 sgm apartment with parking and a balcony.
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