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This Shabbat we bless the month ahead of 
Chodesh Menachem Av. During these days of 
the months of Tamuz and Av, we are meant to 
focus our attention on both the absence of the 
Beit HaMikdash, the root cause of its destruc-
tion, the longing for its being rebuilt, and the 
work we must engage in to repair the world 
and bring that reconstruction to fruition.

There is a challenging passage in the 
Gemara in Masechet Taanit (29a), which 
describes the scene of Churban Bayit Rishon.
צו�  נִתְקַב�ְ רִאשׁוֹנָה,  ב�ָ יִת  הַב�ַ חָרַב  ֶ מִשׁ� נַן:  רַב�ָ נו�  ת�ָ
הַהֵיכָל  חוֹת  ו�מַפְת�ְ ה  הו�נ�ָ כ�ְ רְחֵי  ִ פ� ל  שֶׁ וֹת  ית� כ�ִ וֹת  ית� כ�ִ
ל  שֶׁ וֹנוֹ  רִב� לְפָנָיו:  וְאָמְרו�  הַהֵיכָל,  לְגַג  וְעָלו�  יָדָן,  ב�ְ
רִין נֶאֱמָנִים — יִהְיו�  זְב�ָ עוֹלָם! הוֹאִיל וְלָא זָכִינו� לִהְיוֹת ג�ִ
י מַעְלָה. וְיָצְתָה  ֵ לַפ� חוֹת מְסו�רוֹת לָךְְ. ו�זְרָקו�ם כ�ְ מַפְת�ְ
לָתַן מֵהֶם. וְהֵם קָפְצו� וְנָפְלו� לְתוֹךְְ  ת יָד וְקִיב�ְ יס�ַ ִ עֵין פ� כ�ְ

הָאו�ר.
The Sages taught: When the Temple was 

destroyed for the first time, many groups 
of young priests gathered together with 
the Temple keys in their hands. And they 
ascended to the roof of the Sanctuary and 
said before Hashem: Master of the Uni-
verse, since we did not merit to be faith-
ful treasurers, and the Temple is being 
destroyed, let the Temple keys be handed 
to You. And they threw them upward, and 
the image of a hand emerged and received 
the keys from them. And the young priests 
jumped from the roof and fell into the fire 
of the burning Temple.

How are we to understand this difficult 
teaching? What does it mean that the young 
Kohanim held the keys to the Beit HaMikdash 

in their hands? What is the significance of 
the proverbial Hand of Hashem taking the 
keys back from them? Why does the passage 
end with the tragedy of these young Kohanim 
plunging into the flames below? Simply 
stated, how are to unpack this Talmudic 
teaching to uncover the take home message 
we are meant to glean from it.

Rabbi Moshe Wolfson, zy'a, wrote that in 
addition to the tragedies that have befallen 
Am Yisrael during these three weeks, there 
are actually two great events which are said 
to occur during these days. Rav Wolfson sug-
gests that it is on the 17th of Tamuz when 
Boaz marries Rut, hence setting into motion 
the birth of David Hamelech, from whom 
Mashiach will be descended. So too, our 
tradition teaches us that Mashiach will be 
born on Tisha B'Av. Rav Wolfson, suggests 
therefore, that these three weeks are in their 
essence days of great joy and anticipation. 
However those great lights of hope, have been 
covered over and clouded by the darkness 
and tragedies which have subsequently come 
to be associated with these days. The work 
of these three weeks is to strive to uncover 
those great lights.

With Rav Wolfson's insight, perhaps we 
can now revisit and begin to understand 
our troubling talmudic passage as well. The 
young Kohanim represent the future of Am 
Yisrael. Indeed the keys to our future, the keys 
to a better and brighter tomorrow, remain 
in our hands. The work of these three weeks 
is the work of repairing the world, one kind 
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deed, one friendship, one mitzva, one tefila 
at a time. The keys to revealing those great 
lights are indeed in our hands and within 
our reach.

Yehi Ratzon, may we be blessed to use these 
days wisely, to do much good, to reveal those 
great lights, and bring about that brighter 
tomorrow. 

Tzitzit tying with Ruti 
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin

no experience needed

Mondays 1:15-4pm 
Wednesdays 12-3pm

SHIUR SPONSORS
TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT 

Chana Spivack - 050-229-4951 or donate online:  
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

RABBI TAUB’S SHIUR  
Sponsored for the academic year  
by the Legacy Heritage Fund 

RABBI BREITOWITZ’S SHIUR  
Dedicated anonymously for the refuah shleima of  

Oksana bat Bluma and Evelina bat Galina 

RABBI MANNING’S SHIUR  
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year לעילוי נשמת

ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER’S SHIUR  
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year לעילו נשמת
מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR  
Sponsored for this academic year by the Frist family  

in memory of their beloved daughter and sister  
Elisheva Frist a”h – אלישבע סימא בת זלמן ע”ה

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN’S SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2024-2025 academic year by the  

Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families  
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z”l

  מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז”ל 
וצביה חיה בת אריה לב וחוה אידל ע”ה

Website: www.yeshezra.org 
Bank Transfer: Mercantile (17),  
Branch 642, A/C 79747843
Send Asmachta for receipt
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476, 
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card:  
Sara – 077-820-0196 / 058-530-9161  
Sun-Wed (10:00am-14.30 pm)
Donate with:

“Turning Despair 
into Hope”                                                                        
www.yeshezra.org
Director: Menachem Persoff

This week: Last minute! 
Let’s make a Bar Mitzva 
celebration come true.  

The boy is from a poor home.

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff 
050-570-1067  |  menpmp@gmail.com

Tax benefit for donations as per  
section 46a of the Israeli tax code
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