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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Rav Elazar Shach, zt”l, the great and 
saintly Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Ponevitch 
in Bnai Brak, had a neighbor—a pious baal 
habayit who was not particularly learned—
whose sons grew to all be exceptional Torah 
scholars. Rav Shach himself lived and 
breathed Torah all the time, yet his neighbor’s 
children appeared to surpass his own in their 
total dedication to Torah study . Rav Shach 
himself commented on what seemed to him 
at the root of the distinction. 

“My neighbor spent a long time at the 
Shabbat table interacting with his children 
and singing zemirot. I, on the other hand, was 
always very engrossed in working through 

a difficult Rambam or some other intricate 
Torah passage. One should never underesti-
mate the power of our Shabbat tables to fill 
our children with a spirit of holiness through 
singing zemirot together and speaking Divrei 
Torah together on their level...."

In our sedra this week, we read that Balak, 
the King of Moav sent messengers to enlist 
the assistance of Bilaam the prophet to curse 
the Jewish People. The pasuk states:

" Vayishlach Malachim el Bilam ben B'or 
Petora asher al Hanahar eretz bnai amo 
likro lo...." 

"And he sent messengers to Bilam Ben 
B'or,at Petora which was on the river in his 
native land to enlist him...."

At first glance this verse is telling us that 
Petora was the name of the place where 
Bilam was stationed, which was located near 
the river. However in a famous comment, 
Rashi, based on the Midrash Tanchuma, 
offers a different insight:

Petora: Like a money changer, who sits 
before a table and people lay out their coins 
on the table to exchange currency, so too 
people would come to Bilam and lay out 
their written requests before him to offer 
his prophetic insights..."

Rabbi Moshe Wolfson, zy'a points out 
that seemingly based on this midrash cited by 
Rashi, Bilam's wisdom and prophetic energy 
occurred while he was seated at this specific 
table, at this specific location. So too, many 
of the enemies of the Jewish people have sat 
around their tables to plot to harm us. In 

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

CITY CENTER  
LIVING/ INVESTEMENT (rented 10.000nis) 

Boutique building on Haneviim street,  
3 rooms, 70m, Succah balcony.

3.750.000 NIS  MICHAEL 052-3202488
CITY CENTER 

2 rooms, Savyon view, luxurious, 
furnished, Shabbat elevator,  concierge.

2.890.000NIS  MENDEL 052-8980111
BAKA - 2 apartments sit ontop  

of each other, 5/3 rooms + studio,  
separate entrance, balconies 

9.800.000 NIS  MICHAEL 052-3202488
MEKOR CHAIM - Newish buiding, 4 rooms, 
100m with balcony, parking,  storeroom

4.190.000 NIS  MICHAEL 052-3202488
GERMAN COLONY - Garden apartment, 

110m + 370m garden,  storeroom, parking
8.500.000 NIS  MENDEL 052-8980111
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every generation there is a Bilaam who sits 
around a table, sometimes surrounded by 
advisors, to plan how they will terrorize or 
seek to bring trouble upon Am Yisrael.

Each and every Shabbat as we sit at our 
shabbat tables we recite the verse from the 
23rd psalm- 'taaroch lefanai shulchan, neged 
tzorerai..." Set before me a table in full view 
of my enemies."

Rabbi Wolfson explains that the antidote 
to each and every Bilam who sits around a 
table to plot to harm the Jewish People, is 
the way we conduct ourselves when we sit 
around our tables! 

Taaroch lefani shulchan, neged tzorerai- The 
hospitality, joy, singing,Torah learning and 
unity that we create at our Shabbat tables, is 
the greatest shmira, protection from all those 
who sit at their tables and plot to do us harm. 

Similarly the Lubavitcher Rebbe zy'a 
taught:

 “The Shabbat itself is a fortress of holiness 
which encloses and protects the soul…” 

Yehi Ratzon, in these troubling times,may 
each of us be blessed to realize the spiritual 
fortitude that we can gain through the beauty 
of Shabbat Kodesh.

Shabbat Shalom. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT 

Chana Spivack - 050-229-4951 or donate online:  
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR - WED. JULY 9TH

Sponsored by Shimshon Granek  
in memory of his mother - שרה בת שמחה ע”ה

Yahrzeit is on wednesday July 9th, 13 Tamuz

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER’S SHIUR - WED. JULY 9TH

Sponsored by Reggie Comins in appreciation and gratitude 
for Rabbi Goldscheider’s meaningful and inspiring shiurim

RABBI MANNING’S SHIUR - WED. JULY 9TH

Sponsored by Harry & Linda Brukner in memory of  
Harry’s mother, Bluma Brukner a”h on her yahrzeit

בלומה בת חיים דוב ע”ה

ALL LEARNING - THURSDAY, JULY 10 
Dedicated in memory of our father and grandfather  

Rolf Piekarz z”l - אברהם משה בן יעקב מרדכי ז”ל
on his yahrzeit, 14th Tamuz. Born in Germany, he arrived in the 
USA at age of 8 and reached the highest levels of government 

service. Together with our mother they instilled in their children 
a Jewish identity and a love of Israel. The Piekarz family 

RABBI TAUB’S SHIUR  
Sponsored for the academic year  
by the Legacy Heritage Fund 

RABBI BREITOWITZ’S SHIUR  
Dedicated anonymously for the refuah shleima of  

Oksana bat Bluma and Evelina bat Galina 

RABBI MANNING’S SHIUR  
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year לעילוי נשמת

ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER’S SHIUR  
Sponsored for the 2025 academic year לעילו נשמת
מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR  
Sponsored for this academic year by the Frist family  

in memory of their beloved daughter and sister  
Elisheva Frist a”h – אלישבע סימא בת זלמן ע”ה

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN’S SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2024-2025 academic year by the  

Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families  
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z”l

  מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז”ל 
וצביה חיה בת אריה לב וחוה אידל ע”ה
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