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He brought forward the people’s sacrifice.
He took the people’s sin-offering goat, slaugh-
tered it, and performed the procedures of a
sin-offering on it, just like the first. (Vayikra
9:15).

The Torah tells us that Aaron brought a
sacrifice on behalf of the nation and he
performed the procedures of the sacrifice
just as he did with the original sacrifice
NYUKRIDINNRLON INONW. What “original”
or “first” sacrifice is being referenced in
this pasuk? Rashi explains 19w Y2y - like
the sin offering that Aaron offered on his
own behalf that is depicted in pasuk 8 -
TINONN LY NN LNY NI DN IR 170
i279WK (Aaron approached the Altar and
slaughtered his sin-offering calf).

Why is it necessary for the Torah to
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specifically state that the offering Aaron
brought on behalf of the nation was per-
formed in an identical manner as the sacrifice
he brought on his own behalf? What message
is the Torah seeking to convey?

Rav Yosef Nechemia Kornitzer (last Rav
of Krakow before WWII), offers the follow-
ing insightful explanation. Hazal derive
from a pasuk in Kriyat Shema that when
we refer to YN 2 WX NPXN D270 P
7229-Yy--0¥1 - the mitzvot that are being
commanded today (Devarim 6:6), we are to
feel as if the Torah was given today 71y2 v
DWTN2. Similarly, the Gemara (Berachot 57a)
interprets the pasuk 2Py’ NP NWMN not
as an inheritance but rather as "WwxN —an
engagement, highlighting that the Torah
should feel new and exciting like a newly
engaged bride. There is a halacha that when
someone visited the Temple, they had to exit
from a different path to maintain the excite-
ment. Aaron’s sacrifice may be interpreted
in a similar manner.

Imagine how Aaron felt after waiting for
the completion of the construction of the
Mishkan and finally offering his first sacrifice.
It must have been so special. Often when one
repeats an act it loses the vim and vigor that
existed when it was performed for the very
first time. The Torah stresses that the second
time Aaron offered a sacrifice he experienced



the very same enthusiasm and excitement
as he had the first time he offered a korban.

We ought to integrate this characteristic into
our daily lives. We recite the same tefillot three
times each day. We read the same parshiyot
year after year. We have to seek to feel that
each time we open a siddur or chumash it is
as ifit is the first time we are reciting a prayer
or reading a pasuk. To feel the fire and to be
able to transmit it to others around us. Perhaps
by better understanding the words we are
reciting in our tefillot (if we learned one new
word a day, we would master 365 words in
a year), or studying a new commentary, we
would infuse a freshness into these repetitive
actions. Aaron was able to maintain his excite-
ment day after day, we ought to emulate that
attribute so that it imbues our actions with
meaning and passion.
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