
YERUSHALAYIM SHABBAT TIMES PARSHAT PINCHAS
CANDLES 7:13PM • EARLIEST 6:19PM • HAVDALA 8:30PM • RABBEINU TAM 9:06PM

ב"ה

ISSU
E 1523

AVOT CHAPTER 1

8 JULY 2023  ▪  י"ט תמוז תשפ"ג

פרשת פנחס
PARSHAT PINCHAS

ADVERTISING & SPONSORSHIPS 02-560-9125TorahTidbits.comOU ISRAEL 02-560-9100

תנה-לנו אחזה  במדבר כז:ד

In memory of my parents Yitzchak & Chana Heller z"l
Dedicated by their daughter Dvorah Gorman

Dear Torah Tidibits Family
Rabbi Avi Berman 
Page 4

NCSY Torah 4 Teens by Teens
Ian Schwartz // Yehuda Tirschwell 
Page 62



2 TORAH TIDBITS 1523 / PINCHAS

Table of Contents

04 
Dear Torah Tidbits Family

 Rabbi Avi Berman

08 
Pinchas - Body & Soul

 Rabbi Moshe Hauer

10 
Aliya By Aliya Sedra Summary

 Rabbi Reuven Tradburks

22 
Moshe’s Disappointment

 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks zt"l

28 
Probing the Prophets

 
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

32 
OU Israel

 Schedule

36 
A Man of Spirit

 
Rabbi Shalom Rosner

38 
Purity of Pinchas

 
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles

40 
Pinchas: Zealous Love

 
Rabbi Judah Mischel

44 
Simchat Shmuel

 
Rabbi Sam Shor

46 
Jewish Names

 
Rabbi Moshe Taragin

50 
Haftorah Insights

 
Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman

52 
“I Came To Learn From You” 

 Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

56 
Sheva Berachot during the Three Weeks

 Rabbi Daniel Mann

58 
OU Israel Parenting Column

 
Michal Silverstein

60 
The Y- Files Weekly Comic

 
Netanel Epstein

62 
Torah 4 Teens by Teens

 
Ian Schwartz // Yehuda Tirschwell

Photographed by David Nyman - I made aliya with my wife Lorraine in 
1981. We live in Jerusalem. Our 6 children live all over Israel b”H. One of 
our daughters lives with her family in Kochav Hashachar. Last succot we 
went on a tiyul near there. When I saw the yishuv from the hilltop I gave 
thanks to Hashem that my family are part of yishuv Eretz Yisrael.

THIS WEEK'S COVER IMAGE!

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

"When he zealously avenged My vengeance among them" (25:11)
Where does this zealotry come from in Pinchas? Why the double language of jealousy?
The Chatam Sofer (Rabbi Moshe Sofer 1762-1839) points out that Pinchas also saw the great zealousness and 

self-sacrifice of the sinners, and this had an impact on him as well. This evoked within him a similar measure of need 
to express zealotry and jealousy of G-d. This is the explanation of the words: בקנאו את קנאתי.

Pinchas acted with jealousy of G-d with the same enthusiasm and devotion that he witnessed amongst the 
sinners of Israel.

Shabbat Shalom

בקנאו את קנאתי בתוכם )כ"ה: י"א(

See TorahTidbits.com > Individual Articles  
for Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Weinreb's Devar Torah and  
Rabbi Moshe Hauer's Devar Torah in full.
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“Rav Avi, does prayer really count?” 
“Rabbi Berman, why should I daven when I 
don’t see results? I have been davening for 
my grandfather to get better and he just 
passed away. What’s the point?” 

I have fielded these kinds of questions 
over the years from teenagers, whether it 
be in my roles in NCSY, OU Israel or Bnei 
Akiva Givat Zeev. My typical response is 
to point out that tefillah is written in the 
plural form because as members of Klal 
Yisrael, we daven for the needs of each 
other, and in fact our tefillot do come true. 
To give them just a few examples, I point to  
Shemoneh Esrei…
אַהֲבָה… מוֹ בְּ עַן שְׁ וּמֵבִיא גוֹאֵל לִבְנֵי בְנֵיהֶם לְמַֽ

“Who brings a redeemer to their chil-
dren’s children, for the sake of His Name, 
with love.” 

Rav Nachman Kahana once told me that 
if we measure the progress we’ve made 
in the last 80 years, since Jews cried out 
Shema Yisrael as they were killed in the 
Auschwitz gas chambers, you cannot help 
but understand how close we are to the 
ultimate Geulah. Living and thriving in the 
State of Israel, something which our grand-
parents could never have imagined, is clear 
evidence of this. 
וְרוֹפֵא  לִים  נוֹפְ֒ סוֹמֵךְ  סֶד…  חֶֽ בְּ ים  חַיִּ ל  מְכַלְכֵּ

חוֹלִים…
“Sustainer of the living with kindli-

ness… Supporter of the fallen, and Healer 
of the sick…”

In 1980 we eradicated smallpox, a virus 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

in which three out of every 10 people with 
the disease died. Today, we continue to 
innovate new treatments for cancer and 
Type 2 diabetes, among countless others. 
While sickness and suffering continue to 
plague us, salvation is in our midst.  

ינָה… ד לֶאֱנוֹשׁ בִּ עַת וּמְלַמֵּ ה חוֹנֵן לְאָדָם דַּֽ אַתָּ
“You favor man with perception and teach 

mankind understanding…”
From the Iron Dome to ReWalk, Mobile-

Eye to Netafim, UBQ Materials to Future 
Meat, Israeli innovation is improving the 
safety and quality of human life on a global 
scale, while also improving the planet. 
Whether it be identifying the problem or 
developing the solution, the world contin-
ues to benefit from the Startup Nation.  
נוּ  מַלְכֵּֽ נוּ  בֵֽ וְקָרְ֒ ךָ  לְתוֹרָתֶֽ אָב֒ינוּ  נוּ  יבֵֽ הֲשִׁ

ךָ… לַעֲבוֹדָתֶֽ
“Cause us to return, our Father, to Your 

Torah and bring us near, our King, to 
Your service…” 

From the Shabbat Project in South Africa, 
to over 4,900 Chabad-Lubavitch shluchim in 
over 100 countries and territories, to 30,000 

May the learning 
 from this week’s issue

of Torah Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת
our beloved father, grandfather

and great grandfather

whose first yartzheit is יח תמוז

KURT ROTHSCHILD z”l
ר’ גרשון בן החבר מרדכי ז”ל
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teens learning about the Torah in the OU’s 
NCSY and JSU programs, Jews around the 
world are rediscovering their Yiddishkeit 
and returning to their roots. 
ל־מִינֵי  וְאֶת־כָּ הַזֹּאת  נָה  ָ ינוּ…אֶת־הַשּׁ עָלֵֽ רֵךְ  בָּ

תְבוּאָתָהּ לְטוֹבָה, וְתֵן טַל וּמָטָר לִבְרָכָה…
“Bless for us… this year and all the variet-

ies of its produce for good; and bestow dew 
and rain for a blessing…” 

Growing up I remember how often dis-
cussions centered around the water level 
of the Kinneret. These conversations were 
often tense, ending in the importance of 
communities davening for more rain. 
Today the water level of the Kinneret is 
at 210.25 m and Israel’s seawater desali-
nation programs have been the most 
reliable sources for enriching water 
supply, something which we cannot take 
for granted. 
יַֽחַד  נוּ  צֵֽ ֒ נוּ…וְקַבְּ לְחֵרוּתֵֽ דוֹל  גָּ שׁוֹפָר  בְּ קַע  תְּ

רֶץ:... נְפוֹת הָאָֽ ע כַּ מֵאַרְבַּ
“Sound the great shofar for our liberty… 

and gather us together from the four corners 
of the earth…” 

The global Jewish population rose to 
more than 15.3 million in 2022, 7,100,000 of 
which live in Eretz Yisrael. 
ה  חִלָּ ֒ בַתְּ ינוּ כְּ בָרִאשׁוֹנָה וְיוֹעֲצֵֽ ינוּ כְּ טֵֽ יבָה שׁוֹפְ֒ הָשׁ֒
ה יְהֹוָה  ינוּ אַתָּ נּוּ יָגוֹן וַאֲנָחָה וּמְלוֹךְ עָלֵֽ וְהָסֵר מִמֶּֽ

ט: פָּ מִשְׁ נוּ בַּ קֵֽ ֒ סֶד וּבְרַחֲמִים וְצַדְּ חֶֽ ךָ בְּ ֒ לְבַדְּ
“Restore our judges as before and our 

counselors as at first. Remove sorrow 
and sighing from us… make us righteous 
with justice…” 

While there is always more progress to 
be made, our judicial system has vastly 
improved from what we experienced 
under the Ottoman Empire or British Man-
date in which we had no judicial control. 

With the establishment of the State of 
Israel, the judicial system and the Supreme 
Court is run by Am Yisrael living in Eretz 
Yisrael. A miracle indeed. 
מְהֵרָה  יךָ  אֹיְבֶֽ וְכָל  תֹּאבֵד  גַע  רֶֽ כְּ עָה  הָרִשְׁ וְכָל 
ר  וּתְמַגֵּ ר  בֵּ וּתְשַׁ ר  תְעַקֵּ מְהֵרָה  דִים  וְהַזֵּ תוּ  רֵֽ יִכָּ

ינוּ: מְהֵרָה בְיָמֵֽ וְתַכְנ֒יעַ בִּ
“…and may all wickedness instantly per-

ish; may all the enemies of Your people be 
swiftly cut off, and may You quickly uproot, 
crush, rout and subdue the insolent, speedily 
in our days.” 

During times of war we hear incredible 
stories in which the Hand of HaShem was 
clearly seen. But it’s precisely during the 
quiet periods, when peace is maintained 
and we remain unaware of enemy plans 
that are thwarted before they ever come 
to fruition, that HaShem’s presence is 
most apparent. 

However, while Jews living in 5783 are 
living at a time when we see our tefillot 
- and those of our ancestors - come to frui-
tion, we must acknowledge that there are a 
number of brachot in amidah in which we 
still await a response: רַחֲמִים ךָ בְּ יִם עִירְ֒ לַֽ  וְלִירוּשָׁ
ב ךָ מְהֵרָה תַצְמ֒יחַ, וְהָשֵׁ ֒ וִד עַבְדְּ מַח דָּ שׁוּב, אֶת־צֶֽ  תָּ
ךָ יתֶֽ ינָה עֵינֵֽינוּ and ,אֶת הָעֲבוֹדָה לִדְבִיר בֵּ  וְתֶחֱזֶֽ
רַחֲמִים ךָ לְצִיוֹּן בְּ שׁוּבְ֒  .בְּ

Herein lies the dual nature of Am Yisrael 
living in Galut.

Jews around the world today live a priv-
ileged life, and we must always be grateful 
for HaShem’s kindness. However, because 



IInn  LLoovviinngg  MMeemmoorryy  ooff
Harriet  (Hindy)
Herskowitz z”l
oonn  hheerr  NNiinntthh  YYaahhrrttzzeeiitt
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rebuilt? What are we missing? Now is the 
time to search within ourselves to see what 
else we can do to turn the tides. Although it 
will be strange for many to travel to work 
without music playing in the background, 
an inconvenience not to buy new clothes 
or cut our hair and painful to fast, we must 
seize the opportunity of unified mourning 
as Am Yisrael around the world internal-
izes the 12th Principle of Faith: 
יחַ,  שׁ֒ הַמָּ בִיאַת  בְּ לֵמָה  שְׁ אֱמוּנָה  בֶּ מַאֲמִין  "אֲנִי 
לּוֹ  ה  אֲחַכֶּ זֶה  ל  כָּ עִם   , הַּ יִּתְמַהְמֵֽ שֶׁ י  פִּ עַל  וְאַף 

יָּבוֹא." כָל יוֹם שֶׁ בְּ
“I believe with complete faith in the com-

ing of the Moshiach and even though he may 
tarry, nevertheless, I yearn every day for 
his coming.” 

May the arrival of Moshiach come 
quickly in our days. Until then, may we 
appreciate that which we have while 
yearning for HaShem to return home 
and continue to see the fulfillment of 
our tefillot. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and 
inspiring Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

we have become so successful in the world, 
it can be difficult to remember that some-
thing is missing. In fact, the success of Eretz 
Yisrael has led to discussions between rab-
banim on whether or not we should change 
Tefillat Nachem from the amidah of Min-
chah during Tisha B’Av in which we daven 
for the return of Yerushalayim to its glory.

Personally, to remind myself that 
despite all this bracha, HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu has yet to bring the complete redemp-
tion and reveal His glory to the world, I 
have adopted a habit of saying before 
shacharit, “May today be our last day 
we say the words “ּינו ינָה עֵינֵֽ  during ”וְתֶחֱזֶֽ
the amidah.” 

Recognizing how easy it can be to forget 
what we lost during the Churban, Chazal 
instituted Bein Hametzarim “Between the 
Straights” in which we observe mourning 
practices from the 17th of Tammuz until 
the 9th of Av. During this time we refrain 
from music, people do not get married, and 
cutting hair and buying new clothes are 
forbidden. Of course there are also two fast 
days we observe - Shiva Asar B’Tammuz 
and Tisha B’Av. 

This period of time is often met with dis-
appointment and despondency. How can 
it be that the Geulah has still not arrived? 
Why hasn’t the Beit HaMikdash been 

MIRIAM ESRIS a”h  
1st YAHRTZEIT

Sunday, July 9th, 10:30am
Meet at Har HaMenuchot  

Main Parking Lot
More info: 054-566-5342
MINYAN NEEDED



OU ISRAEL CENTER 7

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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Pinchas – 
Body & Soul

As Jews, we are used to fighting for both 
our physical and spiritual survival. 

Classic sources saw this duality in the 
two festivals of Purim and Chanukah, with 
Purim celebrating our escape from a physical 
threat and Chanukah our triumph over the 
Hellenistic religious attraction and perse-
cution (see Turei Zahav - Ta”z - to OC 570:3). 
Others read this into the Haggadah’s contrast 
between Pharaoh’s decree against the males 
and Lavan’s desire to destroy everyone. As 
opposed to Pharaoh’s attempt to annihilate us, 
the threat of Lavan may not have been physi-
cal at all. Rather his claim to Yaakov (Bereishis 
31:43) that “your sons are my sons, your 
daughters are my daughters,” was part of a 
broader effort to absorb and assimilate Yaa-
kov’s family as part of his own. Physically and 
materially, we may have thrived in Lavan’s 
home, but we would have ceased to exist as 
a distinct faith community, as Klal Yisrael (see 
Netziv’s Haggadah Imrei Shefer).

In this light it is worth considering how 
the story of Pinchas relates to the unfolding 
narrative that we have read from the Torah 
in recent weeks. In Parshat Chukat (Bamidbar 
21:21), as we began our approach to Eretz 
Yisrael, we encountered Sichon and Og whom 
we had to defeat in a physical battle. We were 
then attacked by Bilaam, whose blessings and 

curses utilized a prayer-type tool, mimicking 
a Jewish approach to conflict (kol Yaakov; see 
Rashi to Bamidbar 31:8). Ultimately, however, 
Bilaam succeeds to some degree in utilizing 
the non-confrontational and assimilatory 
approach, orchestrating the Jewish people’s 
seduction into intermarriage and idol wor-
ship (Bamidbar 25). How fitting that our Sages 
connected these two promoters of assimila-
tion, Bilaam and Lavan of Aram Naharayim 
)Devarim 23:5; see Sanhedrin 105a, Targum 
Yonasan to Bamidbar 22:5).

It is that spiritual collapse that Pinchas 
stood up to protest and to stop, which is why 
Pinchas becomes the Kohein who would lead 
the Jewish people into battle, the Mashuach 
Milchama, the Kohein who is consecrated to 
lead the Jewish People into battle (see Sotah 
43a), bridging the battles for both physical 
and spiritual survival.

Some time ago, my mother tlct”a chanced 
upon a letter burrowed in the pages of a book 
in my father’s library. The letter was writ-
ten by Rav Soloveitchik in December 1947, 
between the United Nation’s vote in favor of 
partition and the actual declaration of Medi-
nat Yisrael, and addressed to American rab-
bis.  It is exceptionally poignant for us as we 
consider the twin struggles of our own time. 
Here is a loose translation:

28 Kislev 5708
Honored and esteemed Rabbi,
We are standing at this critical hour on the 

threshold of an outstanding period of historic 
impact reflecting our long-standing destiny. 
From the struggle of the few builders and 

FROM THE DESK OF 
RABBI MOSHE HAUER
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
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NEW Listing! In Lev Rechavia 
Residence - pool, doorman 24/7, 
gym, unique 180m on one level, 
facing the park, succah balcony, very 
bright DEBORAH - 054-4804767 

NEW Listing! Quiet Old 
Katamon - new 3 rooms Gem, 
totally renovated, top standard, 
amazing views to the forest, succah 
balcony, parking, storage  
MAYA - 054-6650184

NEW Listing! FOR RENT!! 
Luxurious 300m penthouse with 
private pool on a 200m terrace, 
panoramic views of Jerusalem 
MAYA - 054-6650184

Luxurious apartment in Talbieh 
- doorman, pool, gym, 177m on 
one level, 32m terrace, beautiful 
views to the park, parking, storage 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767 

Luxurious garden apartment on a 
small lane of Old Katamon, 340m 
built on 2 levels, 8 rooms, separate 
unit with separate entrance, high 
ceilings, full of charm, very quiet, 
bright, 130m private garden, top of 
the line finishes, close to the park 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

On the exquisite Dubnov St. 
in Talbieh, private 135m cottage, 
totally renovated with 65m private 
landscaped garden, views from 
balconies, a real gem!  
MAYA - 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties 
in Jerusalem!!

New luxurious penthouse 
in the best Rechavia -  
285m on one level, high end 
building, beautiful views from 
succah terraces of 190m,  
4 parking spots, storages,  
4 exposures, very sunny!!  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

In a small lane in the 
German Colony - Unique 
Authentic house of 700m 
built on a huge plot of 
1,200m - perfect for making 
an apartment building or a 
tremendous private house - 
Potential to build up to 2,000m 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Magnificent Authentic 
private house on a small 
dead end of Baka- 650m 
built on 3 levels with huge 
basement, 750m plot with a 
wonderful landscaped garden. 
With a thoughtful layout, an 
abundance of light and great 
bones, it is a unique property! 
DEBORAH- 054-4804767 

In a small lane of the 
German Colony, Garden 
apartment with private 
entrance, 250m with private 
garden, parking, high ceilings, 
in an authentic beautiful  
3 apartments building  
MAYA – 054-6650184
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of the parsha of Vayetze. “And Jacob left 
Be’er Sheba and set out for Haran” (Genesis 
28:10). Rashi notes that the text emphasizes 
Jacob’s departure from Be’er Sheba. With 
his departure, “gone was the glory, gone 
was the beauty, gone was the prestige,” 
which Jacob’s presence bestowed upon that 
town. His very presence added so much to 
the town that when he left, the town was 
altered.

Vayechi is one of only two parshiyot that 
carry the Hebrew word for life, chayim. The 
other is Parshat Chaye Sarah, which we read 
a while ago. It begins, “Sarah’s lifetime [the 
span of Sarah’s life] came to 127 years.” This 
week, Vayechi begins with the verse, “And 
Jacob lived 17 years in the land of Egypt”. 
Ironically, both narratives immediately con-
tinue with accounts of the deaths of the two 
protagonists, those of Sarah and Jacob.

But there is a difference. Chaye Sarah 
indeed begins with an account of Sarah’s 
death and burial. On the other hand, this 
week’s Torah portion refers to the life Jacob 
lived in his final 17 years, near his beloved 
Joseph. Those final 17 years parallel the 
years which Jacob shared with Joseph, until 
they were tragically separated as Joseph 
turned 17. 

How different these 17 years were from 
the earlier ones. The initial 17 years of 
Joseph’s life were full of difficulties for 
Jacob: the trickery of Laban, the enmity of 
Esau, the seduction of Dinah, the violence 
of Simon and Levi, the death in childbirth 
of Rachel, Reuben’s misconduct...and the 
heartbreaking disappearance of Joseph.

But his final 17 years, spent in Egypt of all 
places, were full of life for Jacob; a vibrant 
and peaceful life, a renewed life, a life lived 

New Listing! On the 
exquisite Dubnov St. in 
Talbieh, private 135m cottage, 
totally renovated with 65m 
private landscaped garden, 
view from balconies, a real 
gem! MAYA - 054-6650184

Magnificent Authentic 
private house on a small 
dead end of Baka - 650m 
built on 3 levels with huge 
basement, 750m plot with  
wonderful landscaped garden, 
thoughtful layout,  
an abundance of light,a 
unique property!  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767 

Luxurious garden 
apartment on a small lane 
of Old Katamon, 340m built 
on 2 levels, 8 rooms, separate 
unit with separate entrance, 
high ceilings, full of charm, 
very quiet & bright, 130m 
private garden, top of the 
line finishes, close to the park 
DEBORAH- 054-4804767

In a small lane of the 
German Colony, Garden 
apartment with private 
entrance, 250m with private 
garden, parking, high ceilings, 
in an Authentic beautiful  
3 apartment building  
MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!

Beautiful new 
penthouse in Greek 
Colony- 190m with 80m 
terraces, succah, beautiful 
views, 5 rooms, elevator, 
parking, renovated at very 
high standard, spacious 
living areas and huge 
kosher kitchen  
MAYA – 054-6650184

On the edge of The 
German Colony - Unique 
Authentic building of 
700m built on a huge plot 
of 1,200m - perfect for an 
apartment building or a 
tremendous private house. 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Private small building in 
Baka, Shimshon St. 300m 
with additional building 
rights, huge private garden, 
divided into 3 units so can 
be private house of  
3 separate apartments, 
very attractive price  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

On the exquisite 
Elcharizi St., Rechavia, 
new project, new 280m 
penthouse, 100m 
terraces, finishes and 
layout according to buyer 
requests!  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Ben Maimon St. Duplex new apartment,  
5 bedrooms, 4 ensuite, 4 terraces, private parking, 
Shabbat elevator, all renovated, 3 exposures, very sunny!! 
DEBORAH-054-4804767

children of the land with the many enemies of 
G-d, from amidst the sounds of clashing swords 
and war whoops, arises the astounding vision 
of Jewish sovereignty. We must give praise and 
gratitude to the Rock of Israel and its Redeemer 
who has given us life and sustained us to this 
day, granting us the ability to participate in the 
building of our land and birthplace and in such 
an awesome historic undertaking that we pray 
will be transformed into the full redemption 
with the coming of Moshiach.

Together with the feelings of tremulous joy 
that fill our hearts as we greet the first rays of 
dawn spilling over the mountaintops of Judaea, 
we feel an ethical responsibility to emerge with 
a powerful call to all sectors of our people - and 
particularly to the Orthodox community whose 
souls has always been bound to the holiness of 
the chosen land and who prayed every day for 
its redemption - to join and to come together 
as one for the sake of strengthening the spirit 
of Torah and tradition in the renewed Jewish 
state. We must use every means at our disposal 
to have the laws of the Torah govern life in the 
state and to leave their imprint on the charac-
ter of the land.

Towards this end, we are calling for a gath-
ering of our rabbinic colleagues, old and young, 
for Tuesday, December 16, 1947, at 8:00 pm, in 
the Hotel McAlpin on 34th and Broadway in 
New York City. The purpose of the gathering 
is to consider seriously all of the spiritual chal-
lenges facing the developing state.

We are honored to invite you to honor us by 
your participation in this important meeting 
so that together we will marshal all of our 
strength towards the improvement and estab-
lishment of the spiritual and Torah character 
of the state.

With the blessings of Torah,
Joseph Dov Halevi Soloveitchik
To view the Hebrew letter see torahtidbits.

com>Individual articles>R.Hauer   
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PARSHAT PINCHAS
1ST ALIYA (BAMIDBAR 25:10 - 26:4) 

Pinchas, son of Elazar, son of 
Aharon halted the plague. He will 

merit the covenant of peace, of priesthood. 
Those killed by him were Zimri, the prince 
of a family of Shimon and Kozbi, the daugh-
ter of a prince of a family of Midian. Harass 
the Midianites due to this enticement. G-d 
instructs Moshe and Elazar to take a census 
of the men over the age of 20. 

Our parsha is the parsha of transition. 
Aharon has died. Elazar has taken his 
place. Moshe is told he too will die before 
entry to the Land. He will appoint his suc-
cessor. It is in this context that we encoun-
ter Pinchas’ slaying of a mixed couple: a 
Jewish man and a Midianite woman. And 
not just any man and woman; dignitaries, 
leaders of their respective families. Pinchas 
cannot tolerate the union of a Jewish man 
and a non-Jewish woman; he jumps into 
the breach and slays them. Does this story 
ring a bell? Has there been a story in the 
Torah of the union of dignitaries, a Jew and 
a non-Jew? And where someone just can-
not tolerate this and jumps violently into 
the breach slaying the people? The story 
of Dinah and Shechem is a parallel to this 
story. In that story it was a Jewish woman 
Dina and a non-Jewish man Shechem; here 
a Jewish man and non-Jewish woman. In 
that story Shimon and Levi slew the males 

of the city; in this Pinchas does. There Yaa-
kov watched, as the next generation acted. 
In this, Moshe stood by as Pinchas acted. In 
that story Yaakov was not happy, for that 
was not his way. And here? Moshe does 
not respond.

Both stories are the stories of the new 
generation acting in a way the elders did 
not. And look who Pinchas is; the grandson 
of Aharon. Aharon, the epitome of peace. 
Were Aharon alive, he would have winced. 
Grimaced. Objected. As did Yaakov. This 
is not my way. But. Transitions are just 
that; transitions. The next generation may 
continue seamlessly the previous; or not. 
Sometimes the children and grandchildren 
go in their own way. Contrary to the legacy 
of their great forebears. And that is the 
crucial importance of this story and this 
parsha. Transition. New leadership. Some-
times like the old. And sometimes not. But 
leadership it is.

2ND ALIYA (26:5 - 51)
The census of each tribe is 

done, listing the families and the 
census count of each tribe. The census total 
is 601,730 men over the age of 10.

Though my summary of this aliya is 
rather terse, it is in fact a lengthy aliya of 47 
verses. The purpose of this count is to pre-
pare for the dividing of the Land, instruc-
tions for which are in the next aliya. But, in 
addition, it is part of the unfolding transi-
tion of power. This story is the repetition of 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION
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davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 
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Just in... 
Lovely Sea-view resale
reduced price for quick sale
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the story of the census done by Moshe and 
Aharon. As if to say: they did it then, we 
are doing it now. 39 years ago, Moshe and 
Aharon did a census. Today Moshe and Ela-
zar are doing a census. Elazar’s role as the 
new Kohen leader is walking in his father’s 
footsteps, not breaking new ground.

3RD ALIYA (26:52 - 27:5)
The Land is to be divided 

according to this census; those 
with more, receive more.  The plots are 
given by lottery. The tribe of Levi is enu-
merated, though they will not receive land 
allocations. None of those of the census 
of Moshe and Aharon are alive for this 
census, save Yehoshua and Calev. The 5 
daughters of Tzelophchad question Moshe 
and Elazar: though our father left Egypt, 
he has no male heirs to enter the Land. 
Why should his name be forgotten? Let 
us claim his portion. Moshe brought their 
query before G-d.

The claim of these daughters is a legiti-
mate claim. In the narrative of transition of 
leadership, Elazar is getting his first lesson 
from Moshe: we don’t know it all. Nothing 
wrong with a leader, even Moshe, saying “I 
don’t know”.

4TH ALIYA (27:6 - 23)
Moshe is told that the daugh-

ters of Tzelophchad are correct; 
their father’s portion will be allotted to 
them. Moshe is told to ascend the mountain 
and gaze at the Land of Israel for he will 
not enter it. Moshe asks for a successor. G-d 
instructs him to transfer his leadership to 
Yehoshua in front of all the people. He did 
so in front of Elazar and all the people.

Moshe, the humblest of all, when 
reminded that he will not enter the Land, 

initiates the transition, the one to take his 
place. He initiates the search for the new 
leader. A self-serving leader will never 
pursue a successor when his ego convinces 
him that no one could possibly fill his 
shoes. However, when the leader is altru-
istic, serving not himself but his people, 
well, then it’s different; they can be served 
mighty finely by me or by someone else. 
Moshe initiates the topic of succession. For 
in his service of the people, he wants their 
success at the hands of another. 

5TH ALIYA (28:1 - 15)
The Communal Offerings. 

There are specific offerings for 
specific occasions that are My bread, My 
pleasant aroma. Daily: 2 lambs, one in the 
morning, one in the evening, accompa-
nied by flour with oil and wine. Like was 
brought at Sinai. Shabbat Mussaf: 2 addi-
tional lambs with their flour, oil and wine. 
Rosh Chodesh Mussaf: 2 bulls, 1 ram, 7 
lambs, with their flour, oil and wine and 1 
goat sin offering. 

Every day there is an offering done in 
the Temple, the daily offering of a lamb 
in the morning and in the afternoon. Very 
simple. On special occasions there is an 
additional offering, the Mussaf. The special 
occasions include Shabbat, Rosh Chodesh 
and in the upcoming aliyot, all the holidays 
of the year. At the end of the Parsha, I have 
appended a chart borrowed with a little 
adjustment from the Artscroll Chumash. 
You will note that the Shabbat Mussaf is 
different than every other one. It is simply 
a daily double; 2 lambs. No bulls, rams or 
goats. Makes you wonder if the talmudic 
statement that we have a double neshama 
on Shabbat is an aggadic statement, a 
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midrashic flair, or is it merely extending 
what the Torah itself says? The Mussaf is a 
double. So too, our soul double. 

6TH ALIYA (28:16 - 29:11)
Pesach is on the 14th of the 

1st month. On the 15th begins 
the 7-day holiday of Matza. The first day 
is a holiday. The Mussaf for each day of 
Pesach:2 bulls, 1 ram, 7 lambs, with their 
flour, oil and wine and 1 goat sin offering. 
The 7th day is a holiday. Shavuot: the new 
grain offering is brought. Mussaf: same as 
Pesach. Rosh Hashana: is a holiday, a day 
of Teruah. Mussaf: the same as the others 
except only 1 bull, not 2. Yom Kippur: is a 
holiday, a day of affliction. Mussaf: same as 
Rosh Hashana.

The daily tamid and the Mussaf offerings 
are communal; brought on behalf of the 
entire nation of Israel. The Jew lives in 2 
parallel worlds: his private approach to 
G-d. And as part of the grand history of 
the Jewish people. Neither is sacrificed at 
the altar of the other. We may not focus 
on our personal religious life and neglect 
caring and belonging with our people. Nor 
champion the cause of our people, while 
neglecting our personal connection to G-d. 

The placement of these communal sac-
rifices here seems out of place. Didn’t we 
have a pretty exhaustive description of the 
sacrifices in Sefer Vayikra? Why is this sec-
tion about sacrifices out of place, delayed 
until here? Because it fits into the thematic 
flow of the end of Bamidbar. Bamidbar is 
the national march to the Land. It is the 
quintessential story of the Jewish people as 
a people. Vayikra was the book of Holiness, 
a predominantly personal pursuit. Bamid-
bar is the book of Peoplehood. Hence the 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

SEALING SERVICES 
AND ROOFING

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

    

 

JERUSALEM SALES   

FOR MANY MORE PROPERTIES:  
02-651-4030 

SHAAREI CHESSED / RECHAVIA  
*Stunning Duplex! 5 bdrms (2 en suite) 25 sqm 
kitchen, succah, 2 parking, storage. 
*Renovated 110 sqm 3 bdrms, 1st floor, succah. 
*Beautiful 3 bdrm apt + 50 sqm succah balcony, 
shabbat elevator, parking and view.  
*New 228 sqm duplex penthouse, 30 sqm succah 
balcony, shabbat elevator, parking and a view.  
TALBIEH—all on private land 
*Renovated 3 bdrms, 130 sqm, succah, elevator, 
storage room, parking! 
*Magnificent 250 sqm + 200 sqm garden. 
OLD KATAMON 
New 160 sqm 4 bdrms, garden, storage, parking, 
close to Shteblach. Occupancy - 1.5 years. 
TALPIOT 
4 rms, balcony, elevator, machsan, parking, view. 
NACHLAOT 
2 rms, priv entr, storage room, NIS 2,210,000 
HAR NOF -New exclusive listing! 
Central! 4 bdrms incl. 2 en suite, Pesach kitchen 
entrance level, option for separate unit/office.  
OLD KATAMON RENTAL 
3 bdrms including MB en suite, succah, parking. 

Eiferman Properties Ltd. 
www.eifermanrealty.com  
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communal offerings brought on behalf of 
the entire people belong here.

7TH ALIYA (29:12-30:1)
Sukkot: the first day is a hol-

iday. Mussaf: 13 bulls, 2 rams, 7 
lambs with their flour, oil and wine and 1 
goat sin offering. The 2nd day of the holi-
day has the same Mussaf except only 12 
bulls. The 3rd day is 11 bulls. Each of the 
7 days has one less bull, with all the other 
offerings the same. Shemini Atzeret: is a 
holiday. Mussaf: the same as Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur.

Immediately apparent from this chart 
are the groupings: Pesach and Shavuot, 
the uniqueness of the extra offerings of 
Sukkot, and the pairing of Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur and oddly enough, 
Shemini Atzeret.

OLAH OFFERING CHATAT SIN 
OFFERING

DAY BULLS RAMS LAMBS GOAT

WEEKDAY DAILY  
NOT MUSSAF 0 0 1 morning 

1 evening 0

SHABBAT 0 0 2 0

ROSH CHODESH 2 1 7 1

PESACH  
(ALL DAYS) 2 1 7 1

SHAVUOT 2 1 7 1

ROSH HASHANA 1 1 7 1

YOM KIPPUR 1 1 7 1

SUKKOT DAY 1 13 2 14 1

SUKKOT -2 12 2 14 1

SUKKOT – 3 11 2 14 1

SUKKOT – 4 10 2 14 1

SUKKOT – 5 9 2 14 1

SUKKOT – 6 8 2 14 1

SUKKOT – 7 7 2 14 1

SHMINI 
ATZERET 1 1 7 1

Rabbi Avi Berman & the OU Israel family 
extends a heartfelt Mazel Tov to

Zehavit & Shlomo Lazar and  
Lori & Jonathan Feldstein 

on the marriage of their 
children Aliza to Natan

VACATION APARTMENT
Beautiful fully furnished  

one-bedroom apartment in  
the WINDOWS of JERUSALEM 
building in the center of town.  
Great view from the 9th floor.

Reservations: apt32foryou@gmail.com

Mazal Tov to
Dr Daniel & Sara Berelowitz  

and Dr Monty & Adrienne Green  
on the birth of a grandson!

Son of Meyer & Chava Sterman
Brother to Natanli, Leora, Aaron and Avigail

Mazal Tov to all the  
Berelowitzs, Greens, Sterman and Shwartzs

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir

Director Hadassah Jacob 052-384-7230
Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm
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The only mobility scooter 
without Gramma!

Ready to go in 10 seconds.  
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For more information, visit our website at: 
movinglife.co.il/torah

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-2305650

SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar" 
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism 

that operates according to the  
"Existing Current Modulation" principle. 
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed 
and does not require expensive fitting.
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MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE BALANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST SPECIALIST forfor OLDER ADULTS  OLDER ADULTS 

 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!

IL:02.622.8674 
info@beyoungclinics.com

PCOS & PMS

Hormone Balance 

Thyroid Issues

Chronic Fatigue

Autoimmune Disorders

GI Issues

Fibromyalgia

IBS

Cardiac Disease 

GERD & Acid Reflux 

Brain Health

OUR SPECIALTIES

Functional
Medicine Clinic

Patient 
Centered

Health
Oriented

Holistic
Approach

Focus on
Underlying Cause

Dr. Barry Dinner MBBCH 
ABAARM is a highly 
experienced physician with 
a fellowship in functional 
and anti-aging 
medicine. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT BEYOUNG.LIFE

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
Great family apartment in the best part of Katamonim 

Spacious, 4.5 rooms, 100m with 9m Sukka mirpeset, 
one floor up, good shape, 4 exposures,  

newly renovated bathrooms. 3.47m shekel
New on the market in Ganei Tzion  

Large 5 rooms, 120m, 2.5 baths, move in condition, 
Shabbat elevator, 2 parking spaces, storage room,  

12m mirpeset that is partial Sukka. 5.3m shekel
Great Deal in the best part of Har Choma  

Right next to the Community Center, shopping &  
Shuls, 3 room spacious apartments with 2 bathrooms,   

Sukka mirpeset, Shabbat elevator, parking, storage,  
move in condition. 2.24m shekel

Emergency Tele-Psychiatrists Needed  
Licensed (or willing to get license) in Texas 

Call Victor 053.708.5109

Gemach for Chatan and Kalla:
Meals for wedding and  
Sheva Brachot at cost

Eida Hachareidis Hechsher
Tel:052-633-1744 

gadgadood@gmail.com
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

STATS

41st of the 54 sedras; 
8th of 10 in Bamidbar 
Written on 280 lines (rank 2nd) 
35 Parshiyot; 10p 25s (2nd most) 
168 psukim 2nd (2nd in Bamidbar) 
1887 words 9th (2nd in Bamidbar) 
7853 letters 4th (2nd in Bamidbar) 

MITZVOT

Contains 6 of the 613 mitzvot, all  
positive. One of only six sedras that  
have only positive mitzvot

A small Sefer Torah with its own 
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses 

or for any other necessary occasion 
on a temporary free-loan basis. 

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173
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The daughter and granddaughters of Mrs. Chana (Hammer) Homnick ע"ה 
would like to inform all the friends of The Clara Hammer Chicken Fund 
that they will be continuing 'בעזרת ד to run the fund which provides for 

over 200 poor and needy families.

Send your contributions to the
Clara Hammer Chicken Fund
P.O.B.18602 Jerusalem 91185

Tel.02-5823477
Donate via PayPal at Chickenladyofjerusalem.com

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

רפואה שלמה
Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

Chana bat Bruriah
Feyge Sara bas Chaya Peshe

Yisrael ben Leah
Menachem Benzion ben Shulamit

Leah Naomi bat Tova
אברהם יהושע בן פרל באהדנא

לב אייזיק בן אולגה
יהונתן בן מחלה

יהושע חיים בן חיה לאה

 

מורשת ישראלמורשת ישראל

Tuesday evening, July 18 at 8 p.m. 
Beit Knesset Dati Leumi

Rechov Chai Taib 22, Har Nof, Jerusalem

18  Years After The Uprooting Of 
Gush Katif And Northern Shomron

Heroine of the movie

Yael Ben Yaakov
Came from the Israeli Left 

And, became a leader of the movement
 to settle the Northern Shomron.

"PIONEER" screening of the movie produced by Yoav Elizur 
Discussion with Yael Ben Yaakov

50 nis minimum donation for The Gush Katif Bride Project 
Shekel donations: https://tiny.cc/vaadkatif9 

Dollar donations: www.all4israel.org

The program is geared for men, women and youth and 
will be conducted in Hebrew, with English subtitles.

For more information: 
Lisa Goldenhersh - 050-575-5436

בס"ד 
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CUSTOMER SERVICECUSTOMER SERVICECUSTOMER SERVICE
We understand that each customer is unique and has specificWe understand that each customer is unique and has specificWe understand that each customer is unique and has specific   

requirements. Our dedicated team takes the time to listen, understand,requirements. Our dedicated team takes the time to listen, understand,requirements. Our dedicated team takes the time to listen, understand,   
and tailor our services to meet your special needs. Our high standardsand tailor our services to meet your special needs. Our high standardsand tailor our services to meet your special needs. Our high standards

consistently go above and beyond customer expectations.consistently go above and beyond customer expectations.consistently go above and beyond customer expectations.
From the initial From the initial From the initial contact to the final resolution, you'll feel valued andcontact to the final resolution, you'll feel valued andcontact to the final resolution, you'll feel valued and

supported every step of the way.supported every step of the way.supported every step of the way.   
   CUSTOMER SERVICECUSTOMER SERVICECUSTOMER SERVICE is alive and well with the  is alive and well with the  is alive and well with the FURNITURE DOCTORFURNITURE DOCTORFURNITURE DOCTOR

**************** RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH ****************
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il  Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il 

Phone: 02-999-2418                WhatsApp: 058 787 3755

125th YEAR ANNIVERSARY  

 

Real Estate | Investments | Management services

NOAM 
HOMES 

Real Estate Professionals

Sign up today and 
elevate your real 
estate experience!

office@noamhomes.com 
Scan to subscribe to 

our NEWSLETTER

Look for us: NOAM HOMES

Noam Homes
Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793-2222

Tehila: 050-420-5333 
tehila@noamhomes.com  WhatsApp

Don't miss this opportunity! Renovated 70 
sqm apartment in the heart of a, steps away 
from the Great Synagogue. Central location 
near prestigious hotels and the Western Wall. 
Architecturally designed with high ceilings, 3 rooms, 
2 full bathrooms, and 3 lovely balconies. Please 
note: 2nd floor without elevator. NIS 4,100,000

FOR SALE FOR SALE

Architecturally renovated apt in Rechavia, JLM 
New for sale in Megiddo Towers, Ben Zvi Street 
adjacent to Gan Sacher, a beautiful 4-room 
apartment, architecturally designed to a high 
standard, 94 sqm net, bright and good air exposure, 
on 3rd floor with elevator, private parking and a 
spacious storage of 12 sqm, in excellent condition, 
high quality carpentry, close to Shaare Chesed and 
the Mahane Yehuda market. NIS 4,400,000 

Architecturally designed apt in Nachalat Achim, JLM 

NOAM HOMES will be at the Real Estate 
Event in Sidney, Australia! UNLOCK the 
Israeli real estate market's SECRETS. 
Sunday July 16th 19:30-21:30
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OU ISRAEL CENTER 2155   חזון קהילתי חדש לבני
אחוזת יונתן

A spacious apartment in a central location 
in your name in Tabu (no deposit)

An active community of 
good people, like you

Shopping, culture 
and health centers within walking distance

A synagogue and a commercial 
center in the complex

w w w . A h u z a t Y o n a t a n . c o . i l / e n

Google :Tel: 0 7 2 - 3 9 5 0 7 3 8 Ahuzat  Yonatan

A community for 55  in Yad Binyamin

room for joy
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May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

Hidden beneath the surface of parshat 
Pinchas, the Sages uncovered a story of 
great poignancy. Moses, having seen his sis-
ter and brother die, knew that his own time 
on earth was coming to a close. He prayed 
to God to appoint a successor: 

Let the Lord, God of the spirits of all flesh, 
appoint a man over this community who 
will go out before them and come in before 
them, who will lead them out and bring 
them home. Let not the Lord's community 
be like sheep without a shepherd. (Num-
bers 27:16-17)

There is, though, an obvious question. 
Why does this episode appear here? It 
should surely have been positioned seven 
chapters earlier, either at the point at 
which God told Moses and Aaron that 
they would die without entering the land, 
or shortly thereafter when we read of the 
death of Aaron.

The Sages sensed two clues to the story 
beneath the story. The first is that it appears 
immediately after the episode in which the 
daughters of Tzelophehad sought and were 
granted their father’s share in the land. It 

was this that triggered Moses’ request. A 
Midrash explains:

What was Moses’ reason for making this 
request after declaring the order of inheri-
tance? Just this, that when the daughters of 
Tzelophehad inherited from their father, 
Moses reasoned: the time is right for me to 
make my own request. If daughters inherit, 
it is surely right that my sons should inherit 
my glory. (Numbers Rabbah 21:14)

The second clue lies in God’s words to 
Moses immediately before he made his 
request for the appointment of a successor:

The Lord said to Moses, "Ascend this 
mountain of Abarim and gaze upon the 
land that I have given to the Israelites. After 
you have seen it, you too will be gathered 
to your people, like Aaron your brother...” 
(Num. 27:12–13)

The italicised words are seemingly 
redundant. God was telling Moses he 
would soon die. Why did He need to add, 
“like Aaron your brother”? On this the 
Midrash says: This teaches us that Moses 
wanted to die the way Aaron did. The Ktav 
Sofer explains: Aaron had the privilege of 

COVENANT & CONVERSATION
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
Former Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew 
Congregations of the Commonwealth

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Moshe’s Disappointment
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knowing that his children would follow in 
his footsteps. Elazar, his son, was appointed 
as High Priest in his lifetime. To this day 
kohanim are direct descendants of Aaron. 
Moses likewise longed to see one of his 
sons, Gershom or Eliezer, take his place as 
leader of the people. It was not to be. That 
is the story beneath the story.

It had an aftermath. In the book of Judges 
we read of a man named Micah who estab-
lished an idolatrous cult in the territory 
of Ephraim and hired a Levite to officiate 
in the shrine. Some men from the tribe of 
Dan, moving north to find more suitable 
land for themselves, came upon Micah’s 
house and seized both the idolatrous arte-
facts and the Levite, whom they persuaded 
to become their priest, saying, “Come with 
us, and be our father and priest. Isn’t it 
better that you serve a tribe and clan in 
Israel as priest rather than just one man’s 
household?” (Judges 18:19).

Only at the end of the story (v. 30) are 
we told the name of the idolatrous priest: 
Jonathan son of Gershom son of Moses. In 
our texts the letter nun has been inserted 
into the last of these names, so that it can 
be read as Menasheh rather than Moses. 
However, the letter, unusually, is written 
above the line, as a superscription. The Tal-
mud says that the nun was added to avoid 
besmirching the name of Moses himself, by 
disclosing that his grandson had become an 
idolatrous priest.

How are we to explain Moses’ apparent 
failure with his own children and grand-
children? One suggestion made by the 
Sages was that it had to do with the fact 
that for years he lived in Midian with his 
father-in-law Jethro, who was at the time 

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863    etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  

Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

ARNONA. Fantastic 
garden apartment for 
sale on Lupo Street. 175 
sqm 6 rooms 4 bedrooms 
and 3.5 baths. Extra 
office downstairs. 60 sqm 
garden. Storage room. 
Parking. 8,500,000 NIS

MEKOR HAIM 100 sqm 
with 3 bedrooms and 2 
full bathrooms, registered 
parking and sukka terrace. 
Shabbat elevator 

Price 3,850,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON, Moshava 
Bldg. 74 sqm, two beds, 2 
full baths and 2 terrac-
es (one sukka). 3rd floor 
great views. Available 
immediately. 2 elevators, 
underground parking. 24/7 
doorman & activity room.    
Price 3,650,000 NIS
In BAKA, most sought out location. New apartment 
duplex of 236 sqm plus 81 sqm of outdoor space. 
Plus parking. For more info call Eta: 0547233863

Fantastic opportunity to buy 
170 sqm on one floor, with 
sukka terrace, Shabbat  
elevator, brand new apt 
ready in 2 years.  
Only 6,500,000 NIS.

OLD KATAMON 80 sqm with 
2 bedrooms and 2 baths, 
one flight up with elevator. 
Completely renovated with 
terrace that opens into a 
sukka. Full of light & sur-
rounded by greenery. Very 
quiet Price 4,200,000 NIS
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an idolatrous priest. Something of the Mid-
ianite influence re-appeared in Jonathan 
three generations later.

Alternatively there are hints here and 
there that Moses himself was so preoccu-
pied with leading the people that he simply 
did not have time to attend to the spiritual 
needs of his children. For instance, when 
Jethro came to visit his son-in-law after 
the division of the Red Sea, he brought 
with him Moses’ wife Tzipporah and 
their two sons. They had not been with 
him until then.

The rabbis went further in speculating 
about the reason that Moses’ own sister 
and brother Aaron and Miriam spoke nega-
tively about him. What they were referring 
to, said the Sages, is the fact that Moses had 
physically separated from his wife. He had 
done so because the nature of his role was 

such that he had to been in a state of purity 
the whole time because at any moment he 
might have to speak - or be spoken to - by 
God. They were, in short, complaining that 
he was neglecting his own family.

A third explanation has to do with the 
nature of leadership itself. Bureaucratic 
authority – authority in virtue of office – 
can be passed down from parent to child. 
Monarchy is like that. So is aristocracy. So 
are some forms of religious leadership, like 
the priesthood. But charismatic authority 
– in virtue of personal qualities – is never 
automatically handed on across the gener-
ations. Moses was a prophet, and prophecy 
depends almost entirely on personal quali-
ties. That, incidentally, is why, though king-
ship and priesthood in Judaism were male 
prerogatives, prophecy was not. There 
were prophetesses as well as prophets. In 
this respect Moses was not unusual. Few 
charismatic leaders have children who are 
also charismatic leaders.

A fourth explanation offered by the Sages 
was quite different. On principle, God did 
not want the crown of Torah to pass from 
parent to child in dynastic succession. King-
ship and priesthood did. But the crown of 
Torah, they said, belongs to anyone who 
chooses to take hold of it and bear its 
responsibilities. “Moses commanded us the 
Torah as an inheritance of the congregation 
of Jacob,” meaning that it belongs to all of 
us, not just an elite. The Talmud elaborates:

Be careful [not to neglect] the children 
of the poor, because from them Torah goes 
forth… Why is it not usual for scholars to 
give birth to sons who are scholars?

R. Joseph said: so that it should not be 
said that the Torah is their inheritance.

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator,  
private parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator, 
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite private 
parking, storage, full of light, nice garden, 6,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room apartment,  
140m, terrace, underfloor heating, Shabbat elevator,  
2 parking, 6,300,000 NIS
FOR RENT:BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
second floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS

BAKA: 4 room apartment, 85m, elevator, neat and  
nice apartment. 2,850,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, master suite, 
balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking. 
3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 
88m, master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking. 3,900,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m, Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, 
storage. 4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 108m, balcony,  
nice view, Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private 
parking, storage. 4,000,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 124m, balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage. 
4,450,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: 5-room apartment, 127m, master 
suite, balcony, private parking, storage, full of light. 
5,500,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room apartment, 
140m, terrace, underfloor heating, Shabat elevator,  
2 parking. 6,300,000 NIS
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R. Shisha, son of R. Idi said: so that 
they should not be arrogant towards 
the community.

Mar Zutra said: because they act high-
handedly against the community.

R .  Ashi  sa id :  because  they  ca l l 
people asses.

Rabina said: because they do not first 
utter a blessing over the Torah. 

(Nedarim 81a)
In other words, the “crown of Torah” 

was deliberately not hereditary because 
it might become the prerogative of the 
rich. Or because children of great scholars 
might take their inheritance for granted. Or 
because it could lead to arrogance and con-
tempt for others. Or because learning itself 
might become a mere intellectual pursuit 
rather than a spiritual exercise (“they do 
not first utter a blessing over the Torah”).

However, there is a fifth factor worthy of 
consideration. Some of the greatest figures 
in Jewish history did not succeed with all 
their children. Abraham fathered Ishmael. 
Isaac and Rebecca gave birth to Esau. All 
twelve of Jacob’s children stayed within 
the fold, but three of them – Reuben, Shi-
mon and Levi – disappointed their father. 
Of Shimon and Levi he said, “Let my soul 
not enter their plot; let my spirit not unite 
with their meeting” (Gen. 49:6). On the 
face of it, he was dissociating himself from 
them.1 Nonetheless, the three great leaders 
of the Israelites throughout the exodus 
– Moses, Aaron and Miriam – were all chil-
dren of Levi.

Solomon gave birth to Rehoboam, whose 

1. Note however that Rashi interprets the curse 
as limited specifically to Zimri descendant of 
Shimon, and Korach, descendant of Levi.

disastrous leadership divided the king-
dom. Hezekiah, one of Judah’s greatest 
kings, was the father of Menasseh, one of 
the worst. Not all parents succeed with all 
their children all the time. How could it be 
otherwise? We each possess freedom. We 
are each, to some extent, who we chose 
to become. Neither genes nor upbringing 
can guarantee that we become the person 
our parents want us to be. Nor is it right 

Dr. Harry Weisman
Former Assist. Clinical  
Professor of Medicine,  

UCLA School of Medicine;  
Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism

Weight loss Consultation

+972 53 472 2159

Author of  
The 18% Solution –
Lose 18% of Your 

weight in 18 Weeks



26 TORAH TIDBITS 1523 / PINCHAS

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l are 
part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

that parents should over-impose their will 
on children who have reached the age 
of maturity.

Often this is for the best. Abraham did 
not become an idolater like his father Ter-
ach. Menasseh, the archetypal evil king, 
was grandfather to Josiah, one of the best. 
These are important facts. Judaism places 
parenthood, education and the home at the 
heart of its values. One of our first duties 
is to ensure that our children know about 
and come to love our religious heritage. But 
sometimes we fail. Children may go their 
own way, which is not ours. If this happens 
to us we should not be paralysed with guilt. 
Not everyone succeeded with all their chil-
dren, not even Abraham or Moses or David 
or Solomon. Not even God himself. “I have 
raised children and brought them up but 
they have rebelled against Me” (Is. 1:2).

Two things rescued the story of Moses 
and his children from tragedy. The book 
of Chronicles (1 Chron. 23:16, 24:20) 
refers to Gershom’s son not as Jonathan 
but as Shevual or Shuvael, which the 
rabbis translated as “return to God”. 
In other words, Jonathan eventually 
repented of his idolatry and became 
again a faithful Jew. However far a child 
has drifted, he or she may in the course of 
time come back.

The other is hinted at in the genealogy 
in Numbers 3. It begins with the words, 
“These are the children of Aaron and 
Moses,” but goes on to list only Aaron’s chil-
dren. On this the rabbis say that because 
Moses taught Aaron’s children they were 
regarded as his own. In general, “disciples” 

are called “children”.2

We may not all have children. Even if we 
do, we may, despite our best endeavours, 
find them at least temporarily following a 
different path. But we can all leave some-
thing behind us that will live on. Some do 
so by following Moses’ example: teaching, 
facilitating, or encouraging the next gener-
ation. Some do so in line with the rabbinic 
statement that “the real offspring of the 
righteous are good deeds.”3 

When our children follow our path we 
should be grateful. When they go beyond 
us, we should give special thanks to God. 
And when they choose another way, we 
must be patient, knowing that the greatest 
Jew of all time had the same experience 
with one of his grandchildren. And we 
must never give up hope. Moses’ grandson 
returned. In almost the last words of the 
last of the prophets, Malachi foresaw a 
time when God “will turn the hearts of the 
fathers to their children, and the hearts 
of the children to their fathers” (Mal. 
3:24). The estranged will be reunited in 
faith and love. 

2. See Rashi on Numbers 3:1.
3. Rashi on Gen. 6:9.
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28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

FOR SALE
RASKO, GOOD DEAL! Large 4 rooms + 
separate unit, elevator, balcony, good shape,  
3 directions, parking, quiet. 3,450,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON IN A GREEN AREA - Large 
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Shabbat elevator, sukkah balcony, master 
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building with accessibility, private garden, 
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Ilana Nelson        054.5341403
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BEAUTIFUL SPACIOUS BAKA FAMILY 
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02-6255592, 050-3202909

Madar@netvision.net.il
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attribute of Emet, truth in Yaakov. And 
above all, G-d valued their commitment 
to passing on these valued attributes to 
their descendants. That is why He ‘chose 
us from all the nations.’

Our chosenness has nothing to do with 
high intelligence. It has to do with Midot, 
character traits. At the end of the day, 
this is what we are all about. The central 
challenge to us is working on our per-
sonal Midot. The Vilna Gaon said that 
the reason we are here in this world is to 
improve a Midah, which we have thus far 
not perfected. Therefore, we must always 
work on this, for if we do not improve 
our Midot while we are here, what is the 
purpose of life? We must instill this con-
cept in our children and grandchildren 
that bringing home a Report Card with 
all “A’s” on academic subjects will bring 
them a reward but getting all “A’s” on 
the Midot side will bring even a greater 
reward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One person’s trash is another 
person’s treasure… 

We buy old sifrei kodesh, judaica  
gold, silver, coins, collectables, 
banknotes, antiques and more… 

דורמדור ל  
Ran: 054-5561223 
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www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades

This Dvar Torah is dedicated in loving memory 
of Yita bat Shlomo, Rav Aharon Ziegler’s mother 
whose yahrzeit is on Shavuot.

Torah Tidbits extends a mazal tov to Rav Ziegler 
on his upcoming book of Torah Derashot, “The 
Sapphire Bricks of Torah” 
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PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

As we begin the three week period of 
semi-mourning that precedes Tish’a B’Av, 
so we begin the series of three haftarot of 
condemnation (“t’lat d’pur’anuta”), starting 
with this week’s selection that is taken from 
the first perek of Sefer Yirmiyahu. Interest-
ingly, beyond the two p’sukim that describe 
the approaching punishment (v.15-16), 
we do not find words of condemnation or 
rebuke in this perek – something we might 
expect to find in the opening nevu’ah of the 
Three Weeks. Instead, the text focuses upon 
Hashem’s inauguration of Yirmiyahu into 
the world of prophecy including the details 
of his mission to Israel. 

In hoping to uncover the reason for the 
choice of this haftarah as an opening to 
the Three Weeks, it occurred to me that 
the tragic life of Yirmiyahu reflected the 
tragic story of the nation itself. Consider:  
Throughout his years, Yirmiyahu was 
dedicated to his people. He had no chil-
dren nor a wife and served as prophet for 
some 40 years longer than other prophets 
of whom we know. During his early years 
he witnessed positive events, including the 
fall of the Assyrian empire (that improved 
the economic situation in Yehuda) and the 
reign of King Yoshiyahu, whose efforts 
to erase idolatry from the land improved 
Judea’s religious observance. Despite 
these encouraging developments, how-
ever, Yirmiyahu realized that there was 
little hope for avoiding Hashem’s decree to 

destroy the Beit HaMikdash and exile His 
people – all as a result of the long-standing 
corruption the navi perceived, dishonesty 
and vice that filled the nation.

Faithful to the mission G-d had set before 
him, Yirmiyahu criticized and condemned 
his beloved nation in the vain attempt 
of bringing them back to their Creator. 
He argued against false prophets who 
convinced the people that Hashem would 
never allow His glory to be diminished 
by allowing His “defeat” in the hands 
of the enemy or through destroying His 
“House”, the Holy Temple. But the navi also 
encouraged Israel to change their ways 
with promises of reward and forgiveness 
and with guarantees that, even if they fail 
to repent, Hashem would never abandon 
His people. Indeed, Yirmyahu assures the 
nation that, eventually, a glorious future 
awaits them, and, a proof, he follows 
Hashem’s directive to redeem the estate of 
his cousin at the very time that the Baby-
lonians were besieging Yerushalayim, dis-
playing his confidence that the city would 
yet be rebuild and repopulated.

And yet, despite the navi’s deep love and 
commitment for his people, Yirmiyahu 
was deeply resented and, moreso, hated 

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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Yirmiyahu’s heartbreaking story is one 
not found in the weekly haftarah series 
and perhaps that is why its beginning was 
chosen to set the stage for the Three Week 
period. The prophet’s life story teaches us 
that G-d selects only those who have a deep 
love for Israel to correct and criticize them. 
His experiences teach us that carrying out 
Hashem’s word can be painful and difficult. 
And, most importantly, his words remind 
us that Hashem desires our repentance 
and that – despite it all – there is always a 
glorious future for Am Yisra’el. 

by much of the nation. His predictions of 
the approaching catastrophe, his frequent 
denunciations and his ongoing censure of 
the immoral behavior he witnessed, made 
him a most unwelcome messenger from 
Hashem. Most unwanted, was sharing G-d’s 
message that the nation best succumb to 
the Babylonian enemy and, with their sur-
render, save their lives and their city. Cou-
rageously, he repeated Hashem’s words to 
the King and his officers as well for which 
he was beaten, labeled a traitor and thrown 
into prison (and a pit).

This sad story of the only prophet to 
have witnessed the churban has no happy 
ending. Even when his prophecies came to 
fruition the people called him a liar when 
he told them NOT to escape to Egypt. 
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it is as if G-d “re-gives” the Jews the Torah 
and the Jews re-receive it. Each time we 
learn Torah we are able to discover some-
thing new about the exact same words. 
It’s like we were all at Mount Sinai when 
the Torah was given, meaning it is every 
Jews responsibility to follow the Torah as 
if it was given specifically to him.   

Before receiving the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, there were some Israelites that, of 
their own accord, already kept the entire 
Torah. Since this is the case, why is this 
day so important?

On the day of Matan Torah 2 things 
changed. Firstly the Jews gained a connec-
tion to Hashem. Hashem put his essence 
into the Torah so when he gave it to us 
both those that had and had not kept the 
Torah before were now keeping it because 
of this connection to Hashem’s essence.

Secondly, the Torah given at Mount Sinai 
is able to have an effect on the physical 
world whereas before Torah and mitzvot 
were considered strictly spiritual matters.

The Talmud (Shabbat 88b) states that 
when the Jews heard G-D’s divine voice, 
they all died from its intensity and after-
wards G-d brought them back to life. I 
think this emphasizes why Hashem can-
not be openly present in this world. For 
if he was, the Jews’ free will would no 
longer be preserved and we would fol-
low Hashem in everything. If his awe and 
will were so apparent, we would be com-
pelled to follow him without having a real 
choice.

JLIC at Tel Aviv University does amazing 
work in bringing Jews together and teach-
ing us all about the torah we received 
at Mount Sinai. JLIC, I believe, helps us 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus 
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious 
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals. 
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community for students and 
young professionals; providing engaging and 
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing 
resources for personal and religious growth, 
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support, 
religious guidance and leadership development. 
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan University 
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for 
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact: 
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC 
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

students see Hashem, even though he is 
hidden by the mask of nature and teaches 
us how to use our free will to bring 
Hashem into the physical world in what-
ever way we choose. 

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP 

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 

or Judy 054-569-0410

Tuesday, July 11, 7:30pm
Lecture at OU Israel Center from 36 years 

of hands-on reporting by David Bedein
www.IsraelBehIndTheNews.com

22 Keren Hayesod

Saudi Arabia in 1948 & the PLO in 1964 
declared  a war to liquidate the Jews  

of Palestine. Both declarations of war 
remain intact. How Can Israel Defeat 

 Saudi Arabia and the PLO?

SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday, July 2nd - Rabbi Breitowitz's shiur was sponsored by  

Shimshon Granek in loving memory of his mother 
"ג בחמוז on her yahrzeit שרה בת שמחה ע"ה 

Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year 

לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic 
year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of their parents, 

Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l - 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

Rosi and Ernest Strauss z”l - 
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur - Minchat Chinuch is sponsored 
for the academic year 2023 by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman 

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l 
יונה בן צדוק ז”ל ואסתר ע”ה בת רפאל הי”ד

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”l 
הרב שמואל אליהו ז”ל בן הרב רפאל נ”י

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by 
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h
Rabbi Manning’s shiur

has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year 
לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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ן־ בִּ עַ  אֶת־יְהוֹשֻׁ קַח־לְךָ  ה  אֶל־משֶׁ ה"  וַיֹּאמֶר 
עָלָיו  אֶת־יָדְךָ  וְסָמַכְתָּ  בּוֹ  ר־רוּחַ  אֲשֶׁ ישׁ  אִַֽ נוּן 

)במדבר כז:יח(
Hashem said to Moshe, "Take for your-

self Yehoshua bin Nun, a man of spirit, 
and you shall lay your hand upon him. 
(Bamidbar 27:18)

In Parshat Pinchas Moshe asks Hashem 
to appoint his successor. Hashem informs 
Moshe that his successor will be Yehoshua. 
Why did Yehoshua merit to be Moshe's 
replacement? The Ramban (Bamidbar 
13:4) suggests that when the meraglim 
are listed they appear in the order of 
their greatness and Yehoshua is listed 
fifth (behind Kalev). If there were other 
individuals who may have been more 
worthy, why was Yehoshua selected to 
fulfill this task? 

In Sichat Musar, Rav Chaim Shmulevitz 
suggests that the secret to Yehoshua's 
greatness for which he merited to become 
the leader of the nation, lies in the descrip-
tion of Yehoshua in the pasuk cited above: 
 Seforno interprets this .איש אשר רוח בו
phrase to mean: מי שמוכן לקבל אור פני 
 one who is ready to receive the – מלך חיים
light of the living king. In other words, 
one who is not content, but constantly 
strives to attain more knowledge. That 
is what distinguished Yehoshua from his 

contemporaries, his thirst for knowledge. 
He shadowed Moshe in order to learn as 
much as he could. When Moshe ascended 
Har Sinai, Yehoshua remained at the foot 
of the mountain eagerly waiting for Moshe 
to descend so he could learn from Moshe 
as soon as possible (although he knew 
Moshe would not return for forty days). 

 In Parshat Ki Tisa, Yehoshua is referred 
to as a “naar” (a youth or “lad”): “His 
attendant, Yehoshua bin Nun, a lad, 
would not depart from the tent” (Shemot 
33:11). Yehoshua was in his late fifties. 
Why is he referred to as a lad?! Because 
of his youthful attitude. He shadowed 
Moshe and served him so that he could 
learn and constantly improve. As we have 
stated on many occasions, life is like going 
up a downward escalator. If you do not 
constantly climb, you will drop. There 
is no "coasting" – one must continually 
strive to grow. 

As people get older, they often retire 
and are not interested in changing any-
thing in their lives. Judaism does not have 
that attitude. Regardless of our stage in 
life, we focus on future growth. We need 
to constantly seek to accomplish more.1 

1. I once heard Rav Asher Weiss state: “You 
don’t stop having fun when you get old – you 
get old when you stop having fun.” It’s all in 
one’s attitude and mindset.

A Man of Spirit –  איש אשר רוח בו

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER
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A person can be 110 years old and have 
the attitude of a naar. Age is a number, 
and it may change annually, but our 
youthful attitude of constant growth 
and self-improvement should remain 
with us throughout life. Similarly, with 
learning Torah, a knowledgeable person 
is referred to as a “talmid chacham“(a 
smart student), who can continue to 
attain greater knowledge. The pursuit of 
knowledge never ends.

May we keep this in mind and constantly 
strive to enhance our pursuit of Torah 
and grow in our observance of Torah 
and Mitzvot. 
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Purity of 
Pinchas

Pinchas receives the greatest reward, 
the covenant of peace and priesthood for 
all generations. At first glance, this reward 
seems incongruous with Pinchas’ act; his 
was one of vengeance, even violence. What 
was the core value that motivated Pinchas 
to merit such a lofty reward?

Rav Pincus in Tiferet Shimshon discusses 
how the sin designed by Bilaam involv-
ing the daughters of Moav had a unique 
element when compared to the other sins 
committed by the Jewish people in the 
desert. As opposed to the sins of the people 
which involved strife within the nation, 
this sin involved an outside nation, namely 
Moav, the ramifications of which were 
much greater. Rav Pincus explains that a 
Jew always remains a Jew, no matter what 
sins he commits. The only exception is if 
one marries a non-Jewish woman. In that 
case, any children born from the union 
will not be Jewish, causing an irrevocable 
break from the Jewish people. Even if the 
child were to convert, he would have the 
Halachic status of a newly born person; 
he would not be connected to his Jewish 
biological father. This is the only way one 
could remove the special Jewishness from 
his lineage. 

Pinchas acted out of loyalty to Hashem 
to safeguard the purity of His people and 
their commitment to Hashem. In doing so, 
Pinchas created a bond of love between 
Am Yisrael and Hashem. It is therefore 
most appropriate that at every brit milah 
when this bond is reaffirmed, Pinchas 
reappears in the guise of Eliyahu Hanavi 
to validate this special connection. This 
also helps explain the structure of the 
next section in the parashah. The names 
of each family in every tribe are repeated, 
however, every name appears with the 
addition of the letter “heh” at the beginning 
of the family name and a “yud” at the end: 
“benei Reuven Chanoch mishpachat haCha-
nochi… - The descendants of Reuven were 
the Chanochite family from Chanoch…” 
(Bamidbar 26;5). This reflects Hashem’s 
special connection with each family, each 
one is branded as part of Hashem’s sin-
gular people.

Rav Pincus develops this idea one step 
further. A relationship is predicated on the 
desire of both parties to connect and find 
favor with each other. At times, there are 
situations where the approach or resolu-
tion is not clearly written in halachah, yet 
one who is sensitive to the ratzon Hashem 
understands what would be pleasing 
to the Borei Olam. Pinchas’ act became 

רפואה שלמה
אורה בת ראינה
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paradigmatic of the Jew’s devotion and 
connection to the Will of G-d even when 
one is not specifically commanded to act in 
a certain way. 

Rav Chaim Cohen, ‘Hachalvan,’ explains 
that although Pinchas acted with violence, 
it reflected the greatest aspect of creating 
peace between Hashem and His people. 
Pinchas stood up for the purity and the 
soul of the nation. His act showed everyone 
how we can’t live as a nation disconnected 
from our Source, moral purity must be our 
primary guide to stay united. 

 Pinchas and his outstanding act must 
resound within us as we find ourselves 
surrounded by impurity and immorality 
from all sides. We each must ask ourselves 
in whatever way we can, how to ensure 
an aura of purity and connection in our 
own sphere. 

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5500000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM – 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd 
floor + elevator, renovated by architect, 
fireplace, a/c, very central, close to all 
amenities

MENDEL 052-8980111

TALBIEH – 95m, elevator, very well  
kept, bright, in the corner of building,  
3 orientations, accessible

3100000 NIS MENDEL 052-3202488

ADAM st. close to Arnona Hatzeira, in a 
step building, very spacious 5 rooms + 
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unit, 3450000 nis

MICHAEL 052-3202488 
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to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

BAKA a stunning 3 story house on a quiet 
and pastoral cul-de-sac, very high end 
designed, swimming-pool, large wrap 
around garden, parking

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

Pinsker building - 4 rooms, fully renovated. 
Electrical appliances, closets,
Succa, parking, Shabbat elevator, immediate

Rechavia Wolfson towers -
4 rooms, 100m, renovated, high floor
5 rooms, 136m, renovated, high floor

San simon - New 7 room duplex penthouse 
of 300m, Succa balcony, Shabbat elevator, 
parking, machsan

Katamon - Near shteiblach,
4 room apt., 1st floor, well kept, bright,  
3 exposures, parking

Gdud Haivri - 4 rooms, for renovation,  
3 exposures, 9 steps to apt., car park, immediate

for rent

for sale

052-2639702  |  www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il

Pinsker Building:  
4-room fully renovated apt., electrical 
appliances, closets, A/C, succa, parking, 
great views.
Katamonim:  
Rashbag st., Garden apt of 5 rooms, 
145sq 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, fully renovated, 
10700 nis.

Pinsker building - 4 rooms, fully renovated. 
Electrical appliances, closets,
Succa, parking, Shabbat elevator, immediate

Rechavia Wolfson towers -
4 rooms, 100m, renovated, high floor
5 rooms, 136m, renovated, high floor

San simon - New 7 room duplex penthouse 
of 300m, Succa balcony, Shabbat elevator, 
parking, machsan

Katamon - Near shteiblach,
4 room apt., 1st floor, well kept, bright,  
3 exposures, parking

Gdud Haivri - 4 rooms, for renovation,  
3 exposures, 9 steps to apt., car park, immediate

for rent

for sale

052-2639702  |  www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il

Katamon - Hagdud Haivri:
4 rooms, 3 exposures, full of light, 
9 steps to apt, car park, immedate 
3,980,000NIS
Greek Colony - 4 rooms, renovated, 
3rd floor, succa balcony, elevator, car 
park. 4.6 million nis
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Pinchas: 
Zealous Love 

Rav Yosef Chaim Zonnenfeld, zt’l, the 
righteous “Guardian of Jerusalem”, was the 
revered leader of the Yishuv haYashan. One 
of the founders of the Eidah haChareidis, 
he embodied fervent observance and 
encouraged uncompromising dedication 
to kedusha and tzniyus, ‘modesty’. As a 
central rabbinic figure in the Holy City in 
the days of pre-State British Mandate Pal-
estine, Rav Zonnenfeld’s unwavering tra-
ditionalism  was also expressed as staunch 
anti-Zionism. 

Another influential personality in the 
Torah community of the Old Yishuv in the 
early 20th century was Rav Moshe Blau, 
a lifelong activist, politician and editor 
of the newspaper of Agudas Yisroel. A 
pragmatist and moderate political figure, 
he acted as a bridge between various fac-
tions within the Jewish community, and 
worked toward cooperation. Anecdotally, 
Rav Moshe’s brother was the colorful and 
controversial Rav Amram Blau, a founder 
of Neturei Karta. 

Rav Moshe Blau detailed his life’s work in 
his autobiography, Al Chomosaich Yerusha-
layim. There, he includes a full chapter 
on his interactions and relationship with 
the great Rav Yosef Chaim Zonnenfeld 

— including the following episode, which 
took place on Tu B’shvat, a day the young, 
Zionist chalutzim celebrated agricultural 
accomplishments and return to the 
Land of Israel:

As Rav Blau and Rav Yosef Chaim were 
leaving the old Shaarei Tzedek hospital 
building, they saw ahead a large group 
of boys and girls were raucously singing, 
cheering and waving Zionist flags. 

Knowing that the sight of a mixed group 
of immodestly dressed teenagers parad-
ing through the streets might cause Rav 
Zonnenfeld discomfort and pain, Rav Blau 
suggested that perhaps they should go back 
inside the hospital and wait until the crowd 
passed. Rav Zonnenfeld shook his head, 
and replied firmly, “No.” 

Looking into Rav Blau’s eyes, he asked, 
“Are these not Jewish children?”

As the crowd passed by, girls and boys 
singing their workmen’s songs, everyone, 
including the elderly Rav, were forced to 
the side of the road. Rav Blau noticed Rav 
Yosef Chaim murmuring something, whis-
pering to himself. Bending his ear toward 
Jerusalem’s elder sage, he heard Rav Yosef 
Chaim reciting pesukim from Tehillim (115), 
repeating over and over until the entire 
parade passed: 
רוּכִים  בְּ נֵיכֶם,  וְעַל־בְּ עַלֵיכֶם  עֲלֵיכֶם;  ה׳  יֹסֵף 

מַיִם וָאָרֶץ ה שָׁ ם לַה׳ עֹשֵׂ אַתֶּ
May Hashem add to you; to you and to 

your children. Blessed are you to Hashem, 
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Maker of heaven and earth (Tehillim, 
115; 14-15) 

אֶת־ יב  הֵשִׁ הַכֹּהֵן  הֲרֹן  ן־אַֽ בֶּ ן־אֶלְעָזָר  בֶּ ינְחָס  פּ֒
אֶת־קִנְאָתִי  קַנְאוֹ  בְּ רָאֵל  נֵי־יִשְׂ בְּ מֵעַל  חֲמָתִי 

קִנְאָתִי רָאֵל בְּ נֵי־יִשְׂ יתִי אֶת־בְּ תוֹכָם וְלאֹ־כִלִּ בְּ
“Pinchas, son of Elazar, son of Aharon 

Hakohen has turned My anger away 
from Bnei Yisrael by zealously avenging 
Me among them, so that I did not destroy 
Bnei Yisrael because of My zeal.” (Bam-
idbar, 25:11)

After the public desecration of the Mish-
kan by Zimri and Kozbi and the ensuing 
gezeira against the nation, Torah credits 
Pinchas with restoring Divine favor and 
saving Am Yisrael. This ‘hamlatza’ pro-
vided validation for the purity of Pinchas 
motives; the act was rooted in a healthy 
love of Israel, and without personal negios. 

True kana’us, zealotry, demands purity of 
motive, personal closeness with Hashem, 
humility, selflessness. With great potential 
for holiness, zealotry is also a risky busi-
ness with great downside. To attempt to 
speak or act on behalf of God, one must 
not only be absolutely certain of the righ-
teousness of the perspective or cause, but 
free of any impure motivations, ego, anger 
or other negative character traits. False or 
immature kana’us only leads to violence 
and ugliness, far from a bris shalom or a 
kidush Hashem.

Nonetheless, the Netziv writes, even 
when rooted in holiness and sanctity, a 
violent act can cause immense spiritual 
damage. Refined kana’us is an act of mesi-
rus nefesh; as reward for mending the tear 
in the spiritual state of the Community of 
Israel, the Ribbono Shel Olam restored the 

 

 

 
 
Efrat and Gush Etzion 

www.angelrealty.co.il 
For Sale in Efrat 
Zayit: * 300 meter cottage, 10 
rooms, located bottom of Pitum 
Haketoret St. 4,990,000 NIS 
* 5 room apt. 130m, 2,690,000 NIS 
*The Village – 8 room cottage, 
4,700,000 NIS 
Dagan: * 5 room apt. 140m, 
2,750,000 NIS 
Rimon: * Stunning semi attached 
home. On a plot of 430m! 7.5 
rooms, fully renovated. 4.7 Million 
For Sale in Alon Shvut: 
* 5 room apt. 150m, 2,300,000 NIS 
* 200m duplex, 7 rooms. 2.65 Million 
Gabi- 0524588716  
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neshamah of Pinchas to its original state of 
peace and wholeness. 

In outlining the laws of charitable giving 
and discussing our obligations to individu-
als and our fellows, Rambam states:
אֱמַר  נֶּ אַחִים הֵם שֶׁ לְוֶה עֲלֵיהֶם כְּ רָאֵל וְהַנִּ וְכָל יִשְׂ
ם לַה׳ אֱלקֵֹיכֶם" וְאִם  נִים אַתֶּ )דברים, יד א( "בָּ
וּלְמִי  עָלָיו.  יְרַחֵם  מִי  הָאָח  עַל  הָאָח  יְרַחֵם  לאֹ 
עֵינֵיהֶן  אֵין  הָא  עֵינֵיהֶן?...  אִין  נוֹשְׂ רָאֵל  יִשְׂ י  עֲנִיֵּ

א לַאֲחֵיהֶן: לוּיוֹת אֶלָּ תְּ
The entire Jewish people and all those 

who attach themselves to them are as broth-
ers, as the Torah states: “You are children 
unto Hashem your God” (Devarim, 14:1).

 And if a brother will not show mercy to 
a brother, who will show mercy to them? 
To whom do the poor of Israel lift up their 
eyes? …Their eyes are pointed to their 
brethren alone.’ (Matanos Aniyim, 10:2) 

Notably, the concept of Jewish brother-
hood and mutual responsibility is sourced 
in the pasuk 'בנים אתם לה, “You are children 
of Hashem,” as opposed to numerous other 
verses and commandments that directly 
refer to all Jews as brothers. This shows 
that our kesher, the defining aspect of our 
relationship with one another, reflects the 
relationship we have with Hashem. True 
kana’us is therefore rooted in the deep rec-
ognition that our common Father is the one 

who makes us brothers. 
The Ramchal (Mesillas Yesharim, Chapter 

19) identifies our love for one another as 
the practical key to Divine love: “HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu loves only those who love Am 
Yisrael. To the extent that our love for Israel 
grows, so does His love for us grow…. This 
is analogous to a father who loves no one 
more than the one whom he sees has a gen-
uine love for his children. Human nature 
attests to this…” Thus, the Chasidic saying: 
Az a bruder iz a bruder — iz a Tatteh a Tat-
teh, “When the brother is a brother then 
the Father is a Father.”

Parshas Pinchas invites us to consider 
our zealous and passionate commitment 
to Torah ideals and ideas, and awaken 
fiery dedication to the Ribbono Shel Olam 
and His mitzvos. May we also always ask 
ourselves, ‘Are we not all Jewish children?’ 
And may we rededicate ourselves to aha-
vas Yisrael, only “adding” blessing in the 
way we speak about, relate to and behave 
toward everyone of Bnei Yisrael, children of 
one Father.  

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL
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Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731

Boutique Project
in Arnona

New Exclusivity
in Rasco

Large 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths 
112 sqm + inclosed balcony 

View
Full of light & air

Quiet & rare
Full of potential!

 

Yitzchak Kowalsky
054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

FOR RENT

A new boutique project in a quiet
& peaceful street, 

Close to Derech Hebron & within
short walking distance to Baka.

 
LAST 2 PROPERTIES: 3 bedrooms

Close to Emek Refaim and the first
station.

Each unit has spacious balconies
and underground parking

 
1, 2, and 3 Bedrooms

New Luxury 
Residential Project in

the Greek Colony 

Newest Listings in and around Jerusalem

Great Garden 
Apartment

In the Heart of 
Old-Katamon

4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
In good condition, large storage 

Next to The famous Shtiblach and
San-Simon park

Neve Daniel
Perfect Family House in

Neve-Daniel
Semi Detached House

Over 280 sqm on 3 levels
7 bedrooms, 4.5 baths

Large American Kitchen
Expansive backyard

Option for a separate unit

FOR RENT: Garden Apartment in Talpiot: 3 rooms, 75 sqm
Contact Me For More Information 

Shabbos Bistro
Premium delicious shabbes meals

Openning hours:
Thursday  12 pm-2 am
Friday 8 am-3 pm

     02-9964469 |     054-8777347
Iben Shafrut 5, Rehavia, Jerusalem

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

This week we commemorated the fast 
of the seventeenth of Tammuz. and the 
beginning of the period of the Three Weeks 
which culminates with Tisha B'Av. 

During these next three weeks, as we 
both reflect on the tragic events of Churban 
HaBayit and many other difficult episodes 
in the annals of Jewish History, we must 
also look to the future. This entire period 
we are meant to look inward and work to 
bring change in this world in order that we 
should merit to experience redemption, 
greet Mashiach Tzidkeinu, and see the Beit 
HaMikdash be rebuilt.

Indeed every single day we recite these 
words three times asking Hashem to 
rebuild Yerushalayim and the Beit HaMik-
dash.: "Uvnei Oto B'Karov BYameinu Binyan 
Olam- May you rebuild it in our days, so that 
edifice may stand for eternity"

The great Chasidic Master, Reb Naftoli 
Tzvi of Ropschitz zy'a, suggests an import-
ant idea in understanding this bracha. The 
word B'Yameinu can be understood to 
mean either in our days, or alternatively 
with or through our days! 

The way we spend our days, what we 
do with our days, can either contribute 
to building the Beit HaMikdash, or chas 
v'shalom prevent its completion. The Rop-
shitzer's keen insight, spells out for us the 
sacred task which really we are charged 
to fulfill each and every day, and with 
increased fervor during these three weeks. 

Our actions, how we fill our days have a 
direct impact on the process of building the 
Beit HaMikdash.

Similarly, Rabbi Avraham Schorr shl-
ita, in Sefer HaLekach V'Halevuv points out 
that during these days of Tammuz and Av 
it is particularly important to work on our 
speech, the words we use, the things we 
say, the way we speak to one another and 
about one another. Chazal teach us that the 
Second Temple was destroyed due to Sinat 
Chinam. Rav Avraham Schorr explains that 
unwarranted hatred is the result of inap-
propriate speech.

Chazal teach us in Masechet Shabbat 
that one of the fundamental questions 
which each of us will be asked after 120 
years, when they leave this world, is tzip-
ita liyishua- Did you anticipate and long 
for redemption?

The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer 
Rebbe zy'a,  explains that there is a fun-
damental difference between the simple 
belief in the concept of redemption and 
anticipating that redemption. Anticipating 
redemption is one of the fundamental 
tenets of Jewish life, not simply to believe 
intellectually or conceptually in the idea 
of redemption, but to believe that that 
redemption, that better tomorrow for the 
entire world is indeed within our reach. 
The true question explains the Rebbe, is 
how much do we really want that redemp-
tion? Have we demonstrated strongly 
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enough that we believe it is within our 
sight and reach? Are we empowered to do 
everything we are personally capable of to 
contribute to making the world a better, 
safer, morally sound place?

Yehi Ratzon in these important days, 
during these three weeks of reflection, 
may we merit to heed these three powerful 
teachings, and may the growth we will iy'h 
achieve in each of these areas help bring 
about that brighter tomorrow we have 
been waiting for- for so, so long. 

The OU Israel Family wishes 
Mazal Tov to

Rabbi Eli & Zemira Ozarowski
and family on the Bar Mitzvah of 

their son Baruch
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

Jewish Names 
Each of the five books of the Torah is 

designated with a nickname, designed 
by Chazal to condense its essence. For 
example, Shemot is nicknamed as "Sefer 
Hageulah" or ספר הגאולה , as it narrates our 
redemption from Egyptian slavery. 

The book of Bamidbar is nicknamed 
"Chumash HaPekudim" or the book of pop-
ulation surveys, since this sefer is bracketed 
by two censuses, one described in parshat 
Bamidbar and one documented in Pin-
chas. As the two surveys were conducted 
38 years apart, and under very different 
circumstances, they were executed in very 
different fashions. 

The original "Bamidbar census", pre-
paring us for entry into Israel, zoned the 
population into four districts. Mapping the 
Jewish camp into four quadrants, the first 
census tabulated the overall numbers of 
each of the four clusters of three tribes. 

After a long desert hiatus, history was 
rebooted and we were, once again counted. 
At this stage though, the census tabulated 
the various families of each shevet, rather 
than combining them into larger groups. 
Family names form the crux of the sec-
ond census, while they were completely 
ignored in the first survey. 
DIVINE NAMES 

In listing the families, the Torah brackets 
each family name with a one-letter prefix 

and a one-letter suffix. Each family name is 
preceded by the letter "heh"(ה) , and each 
name concludes with the letter "yud" (י) . 
For example, the family of Reuven named 
Chanoch (חנוך) , is listed as "Ha-Chanochi"  
 Likewise the family of Reuven .(החנוכי)
named Paluh (פלוא)  is referred to as Ha-Pa-
lu'i (הפלואי).

Rashi asserts that this poetic branding 
signals an important message. By adding 
the two letters of His name – yud and 
heh - to each family name, Hashem effec-
tively certified the pedigree of each family. 
Hashem’s endorsement debunked any 
suspicions about compromised family 
pedigree in Egypt. Though subjected to the 
chaos of slavery, we tenaciously preserved 
our family purity. Hashem added His let-
ters, verified our family pedigree, and, as 
a result, each Jewish family now carried 
Hashem's name. 
NEW CONFIDENCE

This new generation didn’t carry the 
theological baggage of the previous one. 
During the initial desert journey, they 
were young teenagers, who didn’t rebel 
against Hashem and didn’t scorn His 
country. For this new generation, Hashem 
wasn’t a punitive G-d, but a loving Father 
who enveloped them with His care and 
wrapped His name around theirs. The 
new naming scheme was a perfect fit for 
a new age and a new generation which 
wore the name of Hashem with pride and 
confidence. 
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have returned to history, the book of 
Jewish history and of Jewish Homeland 
has become more compelling. Studying 
the entire corpus of Tanach rather than 
just skimming its Haftorah highlights, 
has generated an entire new roster of 
potential names which voice our eternal 
religious longing and our renewed hopes 
and dreams. 
TOGETHER WITH HASHEM

Among all this name-shifting, the model of 
conjugating Hashem’s name has also been 
revived. Most of these conjugations couple 
the term "el" with a term of endearment, 
faith or pride. Some of the popular conju-
gated names include Shirel (song of G-d), 
Matanel (gift of G-d), Li'el (my G-d), Aviel 
(G-d, my Father) and Da'el (to know G-d). 
With our return to history, our relationship 
with Hashem has shifted, much the same 
way it shifted when the second desert gen-
eration came of age. The redemptive shift 
is inspiring us with greater comfort and 
greater optimism in our relationship with 
Hashem and divinely conjugated names 
reflect our burgeoning confidence.  
JUGGLING PAST AND FUTURE 

This naming phenomenon is a microcosm 
of the inner tension of religious life in Israel. 
The historical transition to a new era has 
shifted our collective focus to the future, 
which will undoubtedly be very different 
from the present. The redemptive "tomor-
row" will certainly be vastly different from 
"today".  Most dramatically Hashem's pres-
ence will be more evident and less shrouded 
in mystery. Assimilating His name into ours 
bravely announces the new texture of our 
relationship. We are so close with Him that 
we carry His name in our own. 

Modern Naming 
Thousands of years later, amidst our 

return to Israel, we are experiencing a 
similar naming revolution. Traditionally, 
Jewish first names were borrowed from 
past generations. By recycling our names, 
we preserved the value of our past, and the 
significance of our traditions. Ashkenazi 
cultures opted to name after the deceased, 
while Sephardi cultures preferred to name 
after the living. Either way, names were 
reprocessed, legacies were perpetuated, 
and loyalty to our masorah was reinforced.

Carrying the name of an ancestor estab-
lishes historical continuity and, addition-
ally, creates moral and religious expecta-
tions. A Jew is never born into a vacuum, 
but joins an intergenerational community 
of past and future. Names leap out from 
our past and soar into the future. Our 
names extend beyond our lives and, hope-
fully, our lives extend beyond our years. 
NEW RESERVOIRS

With our return to Israel, new “reser-
voirs of names” have been created. High-
lighting our renewed relationship with 
the actual Land of Israel, many names are 
now adopted from the actual landscapes, 
topographies, and cities of Israel. Our 
relationship with the Land, which for thou-
sands of years was purely theoretical, has 
now become vivid and geographical. Many 
draw deep spiritual meaning from tiyulim, 
archaeology, and agriculture. New religious 
horizons have emerged, and names which 
echo with agricultural or topographical 
resonance strengthen this new relationship 
with our Motherland. 

Names are also being borrowed from 
lesser-known figures in Tanach. As we 
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Yet religious identity is based upon 
“belonging” to our past and exhibiting loy-
alty to our past traditions. Without recycling 
traditional names, it is more challenging 
to feel aligned with our past. This is what 
makes religious life in Israel so complex: it is 
very difficult to look forward and backward 
at the same time. 

Life outside of Israel is far more one-di-
mensional, as looks primarily to the past for 
identity and for inspiration. Life in modern 
Israel is, potentially, more layered since it 
attempts to stitch past to future. However, it 
is a harder juggling act. Names from the past 
anchor us to tradition, while new names, 
including names conjugated with Hashem's 
name capture the new spirit of redemption. 

Can we distill both? Can we thread the 
past with the future? It is much easier said 
than done. 
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gilinski.co.il 
 

13,000,000 NIS 

Arnona  
New!  
Ranging 90-115  
SQM w/elevator,  
parking & Sukkah  
balcony. Tailored 
plans available. 
#050-7225694 
 

3,100,000 NIS 

 

Old Katamon 
Penthouse, 3rd 
floor, 4.5R, 180 
SQM, parking, 
storage, in need 
of renovations. 
#052-6503348 

 

 

Baka 
3.5R, 78 SQM, 1st 
floor, parking,  
great condition! 
Building in process 
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#052-6503348 
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Real Life Rescues 
Man Suffers Cardiac Arrest in Gur  
Beit Midrash, Is Saved By Nearby  
First Responders
On Thursday morning, just before 9 A.M., a man in his 60s 
experienced a sudden cardiac arrest during Torah study in the 
Gur beit midrash in Jerusalem. A person with medical training 
immediately initiated CPR and alerted emergency services.

Yisrael Litzman, a United Hatzalah volunteer EMT and a Gur 
Chasid himself happened to be near the entrance to the beit 
midrash when he was informed about the emergency. Despite 
not having medical equipment on him, Litzman quickly entered 
the building and retrieved the defibrillator available within the 
facility to initiate life-saving measures. He promptly attached 
it to the patient and, following the device’s recommendation, 
administered a shock before initiating chest compressions.

Meanwhile, Meir Nachum Zender, also a United Hatzalah 
volunteer EMT, received an urgent call from dispatch while 
being just three buildings away from the scene. Zender raced 
to the Beit Midrash, equipped with a bag valve mask and other 
necessary medical equipment, ready to provide additional 
assistance.

Together, Litzman and Zender worked diligently, administering 
three rounds of chest compressions and assisted ventilation 
without further defibrillation indicated by the device. More first 
responders arrived at the scene to assist in the resuscitation 
attempt. After a nerve-wracking effort, a pulse was eventually 
detected, albeit irregular in nature, indicating some signs of 
improvement.

A few minutes later, an intensive care ambulance arrived on-
site, providing advanced life support measures to further 
stabilize the patient’s condition. Astonishingly, not only did the 
man’s pulse return, but the man regained consciousness at the 
scene as well. Due to his lack of recollection of what happened, 
he even asked the first responders at the scene, “What do you 
want from me?”

Later reflecting on the incident, Zender expressed his emotions, 
stating, “It’s an incredible feeling, and I’m grateful to have been 
able to contribute to saving a life, especially within the same 
beit midrash where I previously assisted in a similar situation 
last Purim.”

Litzman also shared his 
feelings, saying, “I am 
elated. It’s a rare privilege 
to successfully revive 
someone who suffers 
from cardiac arrest, and 
the feeling it gives a first 
responder is incredible.”

1221

Real Life Rescues 
EMT Saves Baby from  
Severe Allergic Reaction  
Following First Taste of Tahini
On a recent Tuesday morning in Jerusalem, parents 
were feeding their 6-month-old baby and introduced 
him to tahini for the first time. Within minutes, the 
baby developed a severe allergic reaction. The 
infant's parents immediately called emergency 
services, seeking urgent help.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Shalom Klein, 
alerted to the emergency through his proximity alert 
system, sprang into action as the first responder on 
the scene. Arriving promptly, Shalom was confronted 
with a distressing sight - a baby boy with swollen lips 
and tongue, struggling to breathe, and covered in a 
worrisome rash.

Recognizing the symptoms as indicative of an 
anaphylactic shock, the volunteer knew immediate 
intervention was crucial. Without hesitation, he 
administered a life-saving EpiPen injection, delivering 
a dose of epinephrine to counteract the severe 
allergic reaction. The powerful medication quickly 
took effect, and the infant's breathing became less 
labored. The swelling in the lips and tongue began to 
subside, providing much-needed relief to the child.

As the symptoms continued to recede, the EMT 
monitored his condition while awaiting the arrival of 
a mobile intensive care ambulance. Several minutes 
later, the ambulance team arrived and transported 
the infant to the nearest hospital for further 
treatment and observation.

Reflecting on the incident, Shalom emphasized the 
importance of having an EpiPen readily available. 
"It's a great thing 
I had an EpiPen in 
my medical kit," he 
stated. "An EpiPen 
can save a person's 
life within minutes 
and is a huge help 
for both EMTs and 
patients."

1221
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HAFTORAH
BY REBBETZIN DR. 
ADINA SHMIDMANINSIGHTS

This week begins the series of ten Hafto-
ros that are connected to the time of year 
rather thematically to the weekly Parsha. 
The Gimmel d’Puranusa, the three Haftarot 
of Punishment, are read on the three 
Shabatot that precede the Ninth of Av.The 
following seven in the series are known as 
the Shiva d’Nechemta, the Seven Haftorot 
of Consolation. Our Haftorah this week, the 
opening chapter of Yirmiyahu, is the first of 
the Haftorot of punishment. 

As the book of Yirmiyahu begins, we 
witness Hashem’s selection of Yirmiyahu 
as a prophet of Israel. As with Moshe, 
Yirmiyahu is given signs to accept his role 
as a prophet, a role he does not want to 
readily assume. Hashem shows Yirmiyahu 
a branch, a קֵד ל שָׁ  and asks him to ,מַקֵּ
identify what he sees. The commentaries 
explain that Hashem showed Yirmiyahu a 
branch without any leaves or blooms. How 
could he know what tree the branch was 
from and furthermore, what was the mes-
sage that Hashem was telling Yirmiyahu 
and by extension us, the readers?  

The fact that Yirmiyahu was able to 
discern that the bare branch was from an 
almond tree was a message to Yirmiyahu 
that he was destined to be a prophet.  

Hashem responds, י־שֹׁקֵד  הֵיטַבְתָּ לִרְאוֹת כִּ
בָרִי לַעשֹׂתוֹ  ,You have seen right ,אֲנִי עַל־דְּ
For I am hasten to bring My word to pass.
The word שקד almonds is linguistically 
related to hasten. By showing Yirmiyahu 
an almond branch, Hashem was describ-
ing His judgment as efficient and swift. 
Rashi points out that the almond tree 
blooms more quickly than other trees. He 
shares poignantly that it takes three weeks 
for the almond tree to bloom, alluding to 
the three weeks from 17 of Tammuz to 
9th of Av.  

The message of the almond branch is 
two-fold - for Yirmiyahu to embrace his 
mission and for the people to understand 
the power of Hashem’s word. As we read 
the Haftorah today, we too must hear the 
dual message - the call for each of us to 
recognize our own talents and abilities and 
to use them to spread Hashem’s presence 
in this world. At the same time, we must be 
awed by Hashem’s incredible power and 
the haste He uses to implement His will.  
We pray that we are able to serve Hashem 
with the abilities we were imbued with 
from birth as Yirmiyahu is urged to do and 
that we see Hashem’s salvation as quickly 
as the almond tree blooms. 

YIRMIYAHU 1:1 - 2:3 

Embracing Mission:  
The Message of the Almond Branch
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Really inspiring tour! Rabbi 
Simcha did an amazing job! 

He gets so into the stories 
that you feel like you were 
there, actually making you 

part of history!

Jennifer L.

We've been on this tour numerous 
times and always enjoy & benefit 
from it. This time we really 
appreciated the updated Beit 
Hadassa museum. It was really a 

Rivkie W.

moving experience. Can't wait to 
come back again!

*Book your family 

favorite Hebron tour! 

hebronfund.or
g

 

Round-trip coach bus to Kever Rachel, Maarat HaMachpela 
and modern Jewish Hebron neighborhoods.

Let us know if your child is celebrating a Bar/Bat Mitzvah so 
we can make their experience even more meaningful!

Contact us for General Information about Shabbat Chayei Sarah 
and to be included in early-bird pricing.

Don’t take our word for it…
see what everyone is saying 

about Hebron on TripAdvisor!

Vis it  the  parents in
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“I Came  
To Learn 
From You”

 “Within the heart, in the chambers of 
its purity and holiness, grows stronger the 
Israelite flame, which seeks impassionately 
the constant integral connection of life to 
all of God’s mitzvot - and in the hearts of all 
the empty of Israel and the sinners of Israel 
it burns deep within, and in the nation at 
large, all desire of freedom and longing life 
(the life of the individual and the commu-
nity), all hope of redemption flows only 
from this spring of life, in order to live full 
Israelite life without contradiction and con-
striction - and this is the desire for the Land 
of Israel, the holy soil, the Land of God, in 
which all the mitzvot are actualized.” (Eretz 
Chefetz 5:8) (Naor translation)
RAV KOOK DRAWING FROM THE WELL-
SPRING OF CHASSIDUS

In this uplifting passage, Rav Kook 
delivers a message deeply rooted in Chas-
sidic thought. Namely, the belief that the 
heart and soul of every Jew yearns for 
holiness and closeness with the Creator. 
Indeed, the teachings of the Baal HaTanya 
impacted Rav Kook’s own heart and soul. 
To cite just two examples from the Tanya to 
set the stage:

Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Tanya, Chapter 19: “Just as a candle 
seeks to reunite with its source, so also 
the neshama of a Jew…[the soul] naturally 
desires and yearns to separate itself and 
depart from the body and to unite with its 
origin and source in God, blessed be He, 
Who is the fountainhead of all life.” (Trans-
lation Chabad.org)

Tanya, Chapter 32: The Alter Rebbe 
teaches that one of the obstacles we face 
in terms of feeling closely bound to our 
fellow Jew is the fact that we fail to see the 
most important part of our fellow Jew - a 
person's soul. If we would be more cogni-
zant of this we would realize that our souls 
are deeply connected. This is what the 
great sage Hillel said: “Be of disciples of 
Aharon, living peace and pursuing peace, 
loving creatures and drawing them near to 
Torah.” The Rebbe explains that the term 
“creatures” is expressly used in order to 
emphasize that it is God's creation that we 
love - the soul. The sanctity in our fellow 
person. We need to see the potential inher-
ent in every person.
LIGHTING THE SPARK FROM AN ALL 
ENCOMPASSING MITZVAH

Rav Kook adds another layer of meaning 
to the above approach. The Jew returning 
to Israel is not merely embracing one or 
two mitzvot, but in a deeper sense it places 
a Jew, even a Jew far from a religious life, 
on a path to embracing the totality of 
Torah. Surely this should elicit an optimistic 
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and joyful response from the adherents of 
this loving Chassidic perspective.
ERETZ YISRAEL: EQUAL TO ALL  
OTHERS COMBINED

The following teaching highlights the all 
encompassing quality of the mitzvah of 
yishuv haaretz:

“It once happened that Rabbi Yehuda ben 
Beteira [and three of his colleagues] had 
to leave Eretz Yisrael. When they reached 
Paltus, they remembered Eretz Yisrael. 
They raised their eyes, and tears ran down 
their cheeks. They rent their garments, and 
recited the verse, ‘Inherit the Land and 
dwell therein’ (Devarim 11). They turned 
around and returned home, saying: “Dwell-
ing in Eretz Yisrael is the equivalent of all 
the mitzvot in the Torah.’” (Sifrei, Re’eh)

There are just a small handful of mitzvot 
to which Chazal attribute such weightiness. 

In each of these few cases, they use the 
expression “shekula keneged kol hamitz-
vot” - equivalent in “weight” to all other 
mitzvot. This concept of equivalency, as 
used by Chazal, requires clarification. 
Clearly, the equation cannot be approached 
mathematically. Consider: In our morning 
prayers, for example, we quote the mishna 
which says that the mitzvah of Talmud 
Torah (Torah learning) weighs as much as 
all other mitzvot together. Elsewhere we 
are told that Shabbat is equal to all other 
mitzvot - including, presumably, Talmud 
Torah, and Eretz Yisrael, and the other 
heavyweights. 

What, then, is the meaning of these state-
ments? Certainly, a mitzvah characterized 
as equivalent to all the others should be 
sought out. But what is the nature of its 
pre-eminence?

Half page ad Torah Tidbits  

B E I T  K N E S S E T  H A N A S S I  P R E S E N T S  

Sunday Evening 
July 9, 2023 
8:30 PM at  
Beit Knesset Hanassi 

In the Shadow of Thy Hand 
Insights on Ne’ilah for Yom Kippur 
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(soft cover) and Abarbanel, Man of Many Worlds, a new film (memory stick).   
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to a higher plane. (See ‘To Dwell in the Pal-
ace,’ Ehrlich-Klein, 41-43).
“I CAME TO LEARN FROM YOU!”

One of the most outstanding examples 
of Rav Kook’s unwavering love was his 
belief that the pioneers contained exquisite 
goodness and holiness. This was not merely 
a philosophical stance of Rav Kook, but he 
put it into action during his famous trip to 
the settlements in northern Israel to visit 
and meet together with the young Jews 
building the Land (in the year 5674/1914).

Rabbi Avraham Zaks, Rabbi Yaakov 
Moshe Charlop’s great-grandson shared the 
following story which was handed down in 
his family. As Rav Kook approached one of 
the Kibbutzim, in the fields of Merchvaya, 
a group of youngsters called out: “Don’t 
waste your time and breath on us. We are 
set in our ways and have no intention or 
desire to be influenced by outsiders.” 

“On the contrary,” replied Rav Kook lov-
ingly. “We have not come to influence you, 
but to be influenced by you…We want to be 
influenced by your great self-sacrifice for 
the Holy Land. Only people with lofty souls 
can attain such a high level of selfless devo-
tion.” (An Angel Among Men, Lichtman, 
pp. 419-420). 

MITZVOT THAT INSPIRE ONE TO  
EMBRACE ALL 613

There is an underlying principle which 
is the common denominator of all these 
‘mega-mitzvot.’

Each one, if carried out properly, has the 
capacity to bring us to all the rest. Studying 
Torah leads a person to other mitzvot and 
helps a person fulfill them properly. Shabbos 
is a single mitzvah that often spurs on greater 
observance and deeper connections overall.

And so it is with Yeshivat Eretz Yisrael - 
living in the Land of Israel. Our Sages are 
telling us that to live in the Land of Israel is 
to open oneself up to all the mitzvot in the 
Torah. In other words, when one chooses 
this weighty mitzvah it will inevitably lead 
a person to observe the rest. If one already 
observes the others, it will now elevate them 
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Got Aliyah questions?  
We've got answers!

*3680
answers@nbn.org.il

FACILITATE • CELEBRATE • ADVOCATE • EDUCATE

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH

YOUR ALIYAH
FLIGHT
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Sheva 
Berachot 
During the 
Three Weeks

QUESTION: A friend, who made sheva 
berachot for me, is getting married a couple 
of days before Shiva Asar B’Tammuz. When 
I offer to make sheva berachot, should I try 
to arrange it before the Three Weeks? If it 
is during the Three Weeks, are there any 
limitations?

ANSWER: The Rama applies some of the 
Nine Days’ restrictions to the Three Weeks. 
The Mishna Berura (Orach Chayim 551:18) 
rules that an engagement party during the 
Three Weeks can include a seuda, but he for-
bids dancing at it (ibid. 16). 

The chatan/kalla’s week of festivity is 
important enough to compromise significant 
halachot (see Ketubot 4a and Sukka 25b). 
Whereas the greatest obligation to create sim-
cha is the chatan’s toward the kalla (see Shul-
chan Aruch, Even Ha’ezer 64:1), participants 
in the festive meals (sheva berachot) fulfill a 
mitzva (see Mishneh Halachot VI:109). All 
poskim agree that when the wedding was 
done at a permitted time, the subsequent 

Sheva Berachot period is fulfilled essentially 
normally. While there is likely not a need to 
do sheva berachot each day (see our article 
from Ki Tisa 5782), we do not avoid doing 
them during the Three Weeks. Therefore, 
you should not try to pass on this mitzva to 
someone else. 

The only plausible limitations on food are 
on meat and wine. Obviously, this does not 
apply before the Nine Days (see Shulchan 
Aruch and Rama ibid. 9). Even during the 
Nine Days, it is permitted at a seudat mitzva 
(see Rama ibid. 10).

The question that is debated is whether 
at the sheva berachot, there should/can be 
music and/or dancing, which is forbidden 
during the Three Weeks. Does the seudat 
mitzva justify it more than it does at an 
engagement party (see our article, Matot 
5779)? At a wedding, music and dancing are 
fundamental enough to the simcha to enable 
halachic leniencies (see Rama, OC 338:2; ibid. 
560:3). Musical instruments and dancing 
are far less important at sheva berachot, as 
finds expression in the scarcity through-
out the year (beyond simple singing and 
“shuffle dancing”).

Mishneh Halachot (ibid.) reasons that con-
sidering the halachic clout of Sheva Berachot 
(see precedents above), the aveilut practices 
of the Three Weeks regarding music and 
dancing should not curtail the simcha. 
Poskim cite Rav Moshe Feinstein along the 
same lines (see Nitei Gavriel, Nisuin 108:2; 

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל



OU ISRAEL CENTER 57

Hanisuim K’hilchatam 15:11). On the other 
hand, some forbid musical instruments and 
dancing (see cryptic passage in Shevet Halevi 
III:157). Some allow dancing but not musical 
instruments (see Avnei Yashfei I:113, appar-
ently in the name of Rav Elyashiv). 

It is likely that the machloket is not about 
how seriously to take the simcha of the 
Sheva Berachot celebrating. Rather, another 
question is whether to view abstention 
from music and dancing in the Three Weeks 
as a full halacha or a weaker minhag (see 
Mishneh Halachot ibid.). If so, one might 
distinguish between live and recorded music, 
the latter being seen as a weak minhag or 
maybe even permitted, at least, for a cap-
pella. Another point of disagreement may be 
on how important music/dance is at sheva 
berachot. If most sheva berachot organizers 
give little thought to music/dance, it seems 
callous to our national mourning to go full 
force during the Three Weeks.

The night of Shiva Asar B’Tammuz is tricky. 
There are indications that it is more lenient 
than the rest of the Three Weeks, as minhagei 
aveilut might begin only with the actual fast 
in the morning itself (Igrot Moshe OC I:168 
allows a wedding that night in a case of need). 
However, there are also indications that a fast 
day, even at night, is more stringent than the 
Three Weeks (see Avnei Yashfei ibid.). In the 
final analysis, one can treat it like the rest of 
the Three Weeks.

In summary, if music and/or dancing 
enhances the chatan’s and/or kalla’s simcha, 

it should not be avoided at sheva berachot 
during the Three Weeks. If it is not of interest, 
it is best to avoid any more than singing and 
shuffling. If the couple will have some “musi-
cal sheva berachot” and some not, it is best for 
the former to be before the Three Weeks. 

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah - 
Gazit’ Rabbinical Court:  

077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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Michal Silverstein, MS
Dear T.R.
Thank you for asking this 

very relevant and timely 
question.

Adults as well as children are over-
whelmed with emotions when they hear 
about a terrorist attack. When they become 
more frequent, the feeling of uncertainty 
and loss of control can create much anxiety. 
There are certain guidelines to keep in mind 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting,
Following the recent string of 

terrorist attacks, my son, 11, has 
become very anxious. I, of course, 
have also been affected by all the loss 
and trauma. I’m not sure how much 
or how little to share with him in gen-
eral and specifically regarding my 
own emotional experience.  For exam-
ple, should I try not to cry and be sad 
around him? T.R. 

when responding to children under these 
circumstances.

Firstly, it’s important to give children a safe 
space to speak, meaning a space to express 
them selves in the way that is natural for 
them. Some children don’t have much of a 
reaction and others will cry, show anger and 
frustration. They may say things that you 
don’t agree with or challenge you. Giving 
them the space to do this is crucial.

Next, when they ask questions, try to give 
them accurate information, answering only 
the questions they ask. Stay focused. It’s not 
necessary to elaborate or get sidetracked by 
politics or other similar situations. Explana-
tions should be given in an age appropriate 
manner. Just like your rules are age appro-
priate your discussions should be as well. 
Having more detailed, graphic conversations 
is more appropriate with an 18 than a 10 year 
old. 

It’s important to keep an eye out for both 
emotional and physical signs of distress. 
If your child looks sad, has crying spells, 
becomes fearful or angry or is experienc-
ing changes in sleeping and eating patterns, 
he may need extra help processing the cur-
rent state of events. Be aware of behavioral 
changes.

Regarding your own emotional state, it’s 
important to model emotions in front of your 
children. Seeing you express your feelings 
will allow your child to do the same. That 
being said, there is also a limit. You do not 

For Sale: 
25 Ben Maimon, 4 rooms, 113m,  

2 bathrooms, porch, 1st floor, elevator, 
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

Michal Silverstein, MS
Dear C.D.,
People may think that 

the minute a child turns 18 
they don’t need parental 

guidance. That however, is far from the 
truth. As teenagers grow into adulthood, life 
becomes more complicated and they can 
benefit from their parents’ life experience 
and maturity. Parents can be instrumental 
in helping their child make informed deci-
sions. That being said, advice and guidance 
should be given in a gentle, non-judg-
mental manner.

Make sure that your child is at the center 
of your considerations. Give suggestions 
based on her strengths and interests. In 
other words, your guidance should be 
based on what she needs to grow and not 
on your needs and wants.

It’s important to understand that even 
if you give your daughter the best advice 
for her, she may not listen. This should 
not be viewed as a personal affront. Adult 
children want to be independent and make 
their own decisions. They will often make 

mistakes and fail, but these are merely 
opportunities for them to learn, grow and 
mature. The love and support you offer her 
is just as important as your “best advice”.

High school seniors in Israel face an over-
whelming number of options upon gradua-
tion which can cause fear and anxiety. Post 
high-school programs range from national 
service, army, midrasha, mechina and uni-
versity. Within those options there is a long 
list of tracks to choose from. A great way to 
help your child make a decision is to break 
tasks down into small steps. For example, if 
your daughter is interested in sherut leumi, 
suggest that she calls one of the main sherut 
leumi organizations to find out what posi-
tions are still available. Then, she may want 
to speak to older girls who have done sherut 
there. After that, she may want to visit some 
places that are possible options. Taking 
small steps will help your child calm down 
and feel capable to move ahead slowly and 
methodically. It will help her visualize what 
needs to be done to reach her goal. This pro-
cess will empower your daughter and teach 
her valuable life skills.

Trusting that your child has the ability to 
make good decisions will also help to make 
that happen.                          

~  Be’hatzlacha 
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Michal Silverstein, MS
Dear T.R.
Thank you for asking this 

very relevant and timely 
question.

Adults as well as children are over-
whelmed with emotions when they hear 
about a terrorist attack. When they become 
more frequent, the feeling of uncertainty 
and loss of control can create much anxiety. 
There are certain guidelines to keep in mind 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

Dear OU Parenting,
Following the recent string of 

terrorist attacks, my son, 11, has 
become very anxious. I, of course, 
have also been affected by all the loss 
and trauma. I’m not sure how much 
or how little to share with him in gen-
eral and specifically regarding my 
own emotional experience.  For exam-
ple, should I try not to cry and be sad 
around him? T.R. 

when responding to children under these 
circumstances.

Firstly, it’s important to give children a safe 
space to speak, meaning a space to express 
them selves in the way that is natural for 
them. Some children don’t have much of a 
reaction and others will cry, show anger and 
frustration. They may say things that you 
don’t agree with or challenge you. Giving 
them the space to do this is crucial.

Next, when they ask questions, try to give 
them accurate information, answering only 
the questions they ask. Stay focused. It’s not 
necessary to elaborate or get sidetracked by 
politics or other similar situations. Explana-
tions should be given in an age appropriate 
manner. Just like your rules are age appro-
priate your discussions should be as well. 
Having more detailed, graphic conversations 
is more appropriate with an 18 than a 10 year 
old. 

It’s important to keep an eye out for both 
emotional and physical signs of distress. 
If your child looks sad, has crying spells, 
becomes fearful or angry or is experienc-
ing changes in sleeping and eating patterns, 
he may need extra help processing the cur-
rent state of events. Be aware of behavioral 
changes.

Regarding your own emotional state, it’s 
important to model emotions in front of your 
children. Seeing you express your feelings 
will allow your child to do the same. That 
being said, there is also a limit. You do not 

For Sale: 
25 Ben Maimon, 4 rooms, 113m,  

2 bathrooms, porch, 1st floor, elevator, 
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

Desperately seeking loving home  
for 2 adorable cats (brothers)

6 yrs old • shots • fixed • INDOOR • clean 
So loving! You will adore them!

 Whatsapp 053.962.6249 for pictures

Dear OU Parenting,
My 18-year-old daughter just grad-

uated 12th grade and still doesn’t 
know what she’s going to do in Sep-
tember. She’s a big girl but I still feel 
that she needs some guidance. How 
do I fulfill this delicate role?  C.D.
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Sunday-Wednesday, July 16-19, 2023

 Join the
2023 Herzog College Yemei Iyun B’Tanakh

Live & Online!

Live lectures at Herzog College in Alon Shvut 
including three days of English lectures and a touring day,

and 32 recorded lectures and video tours in English 

Lecture sponsorship opportunities are available: friends@herzog.ac.il

Jewish
 Educators' Day 

Wednesday
July 19

For the complete program and to register
 visit: www.friendsofherzog.org/YI23

Early Bird Discount ends July 1, 2023
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Ian Schwartz
Gush Chapter 
Director
Hard Work  
Pays Off

At the end of our Parsha is a long list of 
korbanot. Right before that, Yehoshua is 
selected to be the next leader of the Jewish 
people. The Slonimer Rebbe is bothered, 
why would the Torah juxtapose the 
appointing of Yehoshua to the Korbanot? 
What's the connection between the two? 
To explain this, the Noam Elimelech of 
Lizhensk reveals a fascinating idea that 
in each and every generation there is 
a specific mitzvah which defines that 
generation. 

There are 613 mitzvot always, but each 
generation has their one mitzvah which 
they are meant to focus on. In the times of 
the Noam Elimelech he said it was the mitz-
vah of Tzitzit. 

The mitzvah of the generation of Moshe 
was Torah study, this is evident since they 
were the generation which received the 
Torah. This was their main focus because 
they had direct revelation of the Torah 
from Hashem through Moshe, דור דעה. 
This was not true when it came to the gen-
eration of Yehoshua, they did not directly 
receive the Torah at Har Sinai, rather they 
had to work hard to study and learn the 
messages of the Torah. That generation 

had to work for everything they had. As the 
pasuk says “ויעבוד ישראל את ה כל ימי יהושע” 
“And Israel served Hashem all the days of 
Yehoshua.” (Yehoshua 24). 

This is emphasized by the Korbanot 
which are called עבודה, they require hard 
work, this was the mitzvah of the genera-
tion of Yehoshua.

Working hard does not always come 
easy to us (especially in the summer), 
often it can feel meticulous and unsat-
isfying. We should take chizuk in the 
words of the Torah regarding the Kor-
banot which represent hard work and 
are called “ריח ניחוחי” Hashem's pleasant 
scents. Nothing makes Hashem hap-
pier than a mitzvah which is accom-
plished through sweat and hard work. 

Yehuda Tirschwell
10th Grade, Efrat
Striving Towards 
Spirituality!

At the end of last week's Parsha, Balak, 
we see Pinchas killing a man and a woman 
for doing a grave chet publicly. This is the 
only scenario in halacha where you can 
kill someone on the spot; in other scenar-
ios, you would have to go to beit din and 
get a verdict.
ויקרא אל אחיו  ישראל בא  "והנה אחד מבני 
ישראל  בני  ולעיני  משה  לעיני  המדינית  את 

והמה בוכים פתח אוהל מועד". )בלק, כה, ו(

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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Why would Bnei Yisrael be crying? The 
Chafetz Chaim tells a story about him mov-
ing from the small town in Russia where he 
lived, to St. Petersburg, Russia, where Jews 
didn't often keep Shabbos. The first week 
of him seeing Jews break Shabbos he cried 
because he'd never seen a Jew ever break 
Shabbos. In the second week he cried once 
more but not because he was sad about 
seeing chillul Shabbat, but because he was 
desensitized to it. 

We see the same here with Am Yisrael, 
they cry because they had never seen any-
one ever dare to do such a thing in public. 

In the beginning of Parshat Pinchas, 
Pinchas is promised by G-D that he will 
become the Kohen Gadol and it will con-
tinue with his offspring forever. He says that 
he rewarded Pinchas’ jealousy. What does 
G-D mean by that? Is jealousy a good thing? 

The Noam Elimelech says that jealousy can 
appear in two different ways: the first way 
being the common way; being jealous of 
someone or someone else’s material pos-
sessions. This is a bad form of jealousy that 
could lead to anger and bad decisions. The 
other interpretation of jealousy is for G-D or 
someone's spirituality. You could be jealous 
of someone's great connection to Hashem. 
This means that you recognize their spiri-
tual greatness and want to grow from it. 

We should all be zoche to be jealous in 
the right way and learn from each other's 
best qualities.

Shabbat Shalom! 

THIS WEEK: Please help 
finance a series of visits to a 
psychiatrist for a young man 
confronting mortality?

Can you help?
• Checks:

Make out to “Yesh Ezra” 
Send to: Yesh Ezra, POB 31476, 
Romema, Jerusalem, 9136101

• Bank Transfer: Bank Mercantile (17), 
Branch 642, A/C 79747843, Yesh Ezra

To obtain your tax benefit receipt, send 
details by Whatsapp/email.
• Credit card:

Sara at 077-820-0196 
Sunday, Monday, and Wednesday 
(10:15am - 2:45pm)

• Website: www.yeshezra.org 
Click on “Donate Now”

Inquiries: 
Menachem Persoff 
050-570-1067 
menpmp@gmail.com

Wills • Probate • Pre & Post-Nuptial Agreements  
Guardianship Provisions • Durable Power of  

Attorney (Financial/Health/Personal Decisions)

tirtzaj@gmail.com • 052-509-3356 • 02-625-6475
845-425-8871 • 694-7645

Halachic Estate Planning
Tirtza Jotkowitz, Esq.
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Matan’s
Summer Program

Matan Jerusalem, 30 Rashbag Street • Open to Women and Men

featuring top Torah educators

“Kings, Queens & Jacks”
Exploring the roles of royalty, governing powers  
& advisors through Jewish thought, text and tours.

Join us for the FINAL WEEK of Matan's Summer Program

Join us for a featured conversation

Monday • July 10 • 9:00 am • Free admission

Sunday - Thursday, July 9-13

Join us for the entire program, for a week, a day, or a single shiur. 

IN CONVERSATION WITH

Rabbi Dr. Benji Levy

Rabbanit Avital Chizhik-Goldschmidt
COME HEAR

 Influence

Tune into 

Matan  Parsha Podcast

Registration at
 Info@matan.org.il  

Join the largest learning community worldwide!

Discussing the impact of journalism & community leadership


