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Photographed by Dr Simon Wiseman

This photograph was taken in the Bet Knesset inside the Kotel Tunnels with the
Kotel in the background. Dr Simon Wiseman made aliya over two years ago and
lives in Jerusalem. "The photo is very meaningful for me in that it captures the
unique atomosphere of this holy place."
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CANDLE LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES

JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wed - Shabbat
June 21-July 1/ 2- 12 Tammuz
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Aza area (Netivot, S'derot et al) 7:29 6:21 8:33 7:30 6:22 833 Earliest Tallit and Tefillin 4:34 - 4:37

Beit Shemesh / RBS 7:31 6:20 8:32 732 6:21 832 Sunrise 5:34 - 5:37
; . . 5 g . ’ Sof Zman Kriat Shema 9:07 - 9:10

Gush Etzion 7:28 6:19 8:31 728 6:220 831 Magen Avraham 3:23.8:26

Raanana /Tel Mond / Herzliya / K.Saba| 7:30  6:21 8:34 7:31 | 6:22 8:34 Sof Zman Tefila 10:18-10:21

Modi’in / Chashmona’im 7:29 6:20 8:32 7:29 6:21 8:32 (According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Netanya 7:30 6:22 8:34 731 622 834 Chatzot (Halachic Noon) 12;!(1)6 1%:11%
, . X . . . . Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha) :16-1:
Be’er Sheva 7.28 6:20 8.31 7:29 621 831 Plag Mincha 6:18 - 6:19
Rehovot 7:29 6:21 8:33 730 6:22 8:33 Sunset (including Elevation) 7:52 -7:53

Petach Tikva 7:13 6:21 8:33 7:13 622 834
q . o . . . . S J. Abi e Ortho-
Ginot Shomron 7:29 6:20 8:33 7:30 6:21 8:33 dox Union Jerrj_srglsem World
Haifa / Zichron 7:21 6:22 8:35 7:22 6:223 836 Center e Avrom Silver Jerusalem
College for Adults * Wolinetz
Gush Shiloh 7:28 6:19 8:32 729 620 8:32 Family Shul ¢ Makom Balev
YN QU Birthright e Yachad ¢ NCSY in
Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel 7:30 6:21 8:34 731 6:222 834 Israel e JLICin Israel « Camp Dror e
i Pearl & Harold M. Jacobs ZULA Outreach Center ¢
Giv'at Ze'ev 7:32 6:19 8:31 733 6:220 832 The Jack Gindi Oraita Program ¢ OU Israel Kashrut
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 7:27 6:19 8:31 728 620 8:31 STUART HERSHKOWITZ, PRESIDENT OU ISRAEL
: : : 2viSand/ Yitzchak Fund:Former Presidents, OU Israel
Ashkelon 7:30 6:22 8:33 7:30 6:22 834 | Rabbi Emanuel Quint 2”1, Senior Vice President |
5 5 . . . Prof. Meni Koslowsky, Vice President
Yad Binyamin 7:29 6:221 8:33 730 622 833 VAAD MEMBERS:
Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden 7:24 6:20 8:34 7:26 621 834 Michael Elman | Yonatan Frankel | Yitchak Fund |
Daniella Hellerstein | Stuart Hershkowitz | Jeremy
Golan 7:28 6:19 8:32 7:29 6:220 833 Lustman | Meir Raskas | Atara Reichel | Zvi Sand |

Norman Schmutter | Mark Schneider | Esther Williams
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Daf Yomi this Shabbat: Gittin 39

ORTHODOX
J UNION -T%
Enhancing Jewish Life

OU Kashrut ¢ NCSY # Jewish Action @ JLIC ® NJCD / Yachad / Our Way ¢ OU West
Coast ® OU Press #® Synagogue/Community Services ¢ OU Advocacy ¢ OU Israel
MITCHEL R. AEDER, PRESIDENT OF THE ORTHODOX UNION Yehuda Neuberger,
Chairman of the Board, Orthodox Union | Dr. Josh Penn, OU Kashrus Commission
RABBI MOSHE HAUER, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT |

RABBI JOSHUA M. JOSEPH, ED.D. EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT & CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, Exec. V.P. Emeritus

OU KOSHER: Rabbi Menachem Genack, CEO/Rabbinic Administrator OU Kosher | Rabbi Moshe Elefant,

9101032

phone: (02) 560 9100 | fax: (02) 561-7432
email: office@ouisrael.org

website: www.ouisrael.org

Founders and initial benefactors of the OU Israel
Center: George and llse Falk a"h

Torah Tidbits and many of the

COO/Executive Rabbinic Coordinator ISRAEL: Rabbi Yissachar Dov Krakowski, Rabbinic Administrator | projects of OU Israel are assisted i il
Rabbi Ezra Friedman, The Gustave and Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education/ Deputy Rabbinic Administrator :Xngalr::tlsPiT_rlT':'.YrHE JERUSALEM - T i

Headquarters: 40 Rector St. 4th floor, New York, NY 10006 ¢ 212-563-4000 ¢ website: www.ou.org

Tora
Tidbils

Editor Emeritus: Phil Chernofsky

Editor: Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider | aarong@ouisrael.org
Advertising: Ita Rochel | 02-5609125 or ttads@ouisrael.org
Website: www.torahtidbits.com

Not getting enough TTs? Too many? None at all?
Contact our DISTRIBUTION 050-577-2111 e ttdist@ouisrael.org

OU lIsrael, Torah Tidbits does not endorse the political or
halachic positions of its editor, columnists or advertisers, nor
guarantee the quality of advertised services or products. Nor
do we endorse the kashrut of hotels, restaurants, caterers or

food products that are advertised in TT (except, of course,
those under OU-Israel hashgacha). Any "promises" made in
ads are the sole responsibility of the advertisers and not that
of OU Israel, the OU Israel Center , Torah Tidbits.

OU ISRAEL CENTER 3



DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Growing up I always admired Aharon
HaKohen. 1 have vivid memories of my
experience in first grade when my rebbi
would break up a fight and say, “Okay boys,
today I'm going to be Aharon HaKohen and
together let's find shalom.” As someone
who cared about others more than himself
and led an exceptional life in close proxim-
ity to the Borei Olam, it always pained me
to think about the loss he endured with the
tragic passing of his sons Nadav and Avihu.

Born in Mitzrayim into the home of ded-
icated ovdei HaShem, Aharon confronted
Pharaoh together with Moshe, initiated
the first of the three makkot, led the Jewish
people out of Mitzrayim and managed their
growing panic at Har Sinai which tragically
resulted in the cheit HaEgel. Aharon also sup-
ported Moshe’s arms during the battle with
Amalek which led to its victory, and he was
ultimately given the position of Kohen Gadol
in the Mishkan. Soon after, Aharon lost his
two sons only to then face the rebellion of
Korach, in which his position as Kohen Gadol
was challenged but ultimately validated.
Finally, the days of Aharon came to a close.

HaShem instructs Aharon and Moshe to
ascend Hor HaHar together with Elazar,
Aharon’s third son,

DR YY) 122 NYoR NN PN NR”
gannih

On this pasuk Rashi comments;
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RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

Take Aharon - with consoling words - say
to him: Fortunate are you that you will see
‘your crown being given to your son - some-
thing which I am not privileged. (Midrash
Tanchumah)

Before Aharon died a peaceful death, he
transferred his priestly garments to Elazar -
a moment which Moshe describes as a time
of nachat. Here we see the happiness that
chinuch brings.

If we look at Elazar closely, he did not
have an easy life. His father dedicated
himself to the needs of Am Yisrael, a nation
that did not always appreciate Aharon’s
commitment and challenged his authority
at times. Elazar also suffered the loss of two
brothers who died tragically when offering
a korban to HaShem they should not have
brought. It would be understandable if Ela-
zar decided to pursue a different path than
the one his father led. However, Elazar was
zoche to serve as a kohen together with
his brother Itamar, and ultimately took
over the position of Kohen Gadol after his
father’s passing. In his final moments on

/ N\

nmw NPYH
In loving memory of our beloved
father, grandfather and great-grandfather
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JOSEPH “JOE” SCHORER Z”’L
on his 12th yahrzeit, 1»n ‘7

IO
Schorer, Shames, Apelbaum,
\ Finkelman families ,




olam HaZeh, Aharon saw the continuity of
his values and sacrifice.

This week’s parsha falls at the end of the
school year, when families and teachers
celebrate the achievements of the next
generation of students embarking on a new
chapter of their lives. Whether it be cele-
brating little ones graduating gan, middle
schoolers and high schoolers entering into
a new phase of their education, or college
students entering the workforce. As par-
ents of children in different stages of their
education, my wife and I feel tremendous
pride seeing our children follow on the
derech that best suits them while aligning
with our values.

Beyond our chinuch, these achievements
could not have been accomplished without
the teachers who fostered the growth of
my children. In close partnership with
parents, teachers are tasked with imparting
the values of Torah and helping children
build a foundation for themselves as ovdei
HaShem. This undertaking is no easy feat,
and the parah adumah, which makes an
appearance in this week’s parsha, is a
reminder of that.

There are elements about the life of a
Jew that can be difficult to explain to a
child. How do we teach children about
faith during challenging times? How do we
explain the reason for chukim (statutes),

Dr. Moshe Gottlieb 2"l
YARTZEIT

will be held at the kever
on Har Menuchot, Har Tamir, on
Tuesday, June 27th, 9:30 am
A Minyan is needed.
The Gotilieb Family

such as sha’atnez, Shabbat and the parah
adumah? How can we teach children
that as members of bnei Yisrael, we must
embrace concepts we do not understand
and perform difficult mitzvot? These are
questions which educators and parents
must be prepared to answer. As each child
engages with the world around them in
their own way, parents and educators have
an opportunity to work together to identify
the best way to respond to each child that
will be most meaningful to them.

Another critical element that rests on
the shoulders of educators and parents is
demonstrating that Torah is not a text to
memorize - itis a way of life. Bringing Torah
concepts to life, teachers and parents have
endless opportunities to teach by example.
Whether it be staying silent in shul, waking
up early for minyan, giving tzedakah, pay-
ing a shiva call, inviting guests for Shabbat,
visiting grandparents and supporting those
in need. We have a responsibility to show
our children what it means to live a joyful
and meaningful life as ovdei HaShem.

That said, as a parent I have the unique
privilege of seeing my children reach new
stages throughout their lives while imple-
menting the lessons they learned along
the way. In contrast, a teacher’s impact

/ The Hakamat Matzeiva for our N
beloved father, grandfather
and great-grandfather

RABBI MAX N SCHREIER Z”L

will take place on
Thursday 10 Tammuz/June 29 at 1AM
at Eretz HaChaim cemetery,
N\ Har Tuv (near Beit Shemesh) /
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on a student might not be appreciated or
even discovered until years later. As the
year comes to a close, a teacher might not
receive the gratitude they deserve, leaving
them hopeful that their impact was a posi-
tive one. At graduations I often look for the
moments when teachers reunite with pre-
vious students and they see the outcome of
their efforts. It is always an emotional one
for those gathered.

As children of all ages close this year’s
school year, I hope that parents remember
the critical role educators play in the growth
of their children. May we never lose sight
of the HaKarat HaTov we should have to
all those involved in helping our children
thrive, especially to HaKadosh Baruch Hu
for pairing our children with the educators
who served as positive role models. May
each and every educator see the impact of
their efforts and continue to find beauty in
every student they come across.

Mazel Tov to my son Yechezkel on gradu-
ating 12™ grade!

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

Rabbi m

Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org fadf

nmwi 1»YH
In loving memory of our beloved
sister, mother, aunt and grandmother
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RENA SPIGELMAN SHEINFELD A”H
on her 17th yahrzeit, van ‘3
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Schorer, Sheinfeld, Spigelman families
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LOOKING FOR A LAWYER IN

ERETZ YISRAEL?

ADI CHEN

LAW FIRM & MEDIATION

THE MOST PROFESSIONAL LEGAL SERVICES

ESTATES, WILLS & INHERITANCE
FAMILY LAW & MEDIATION

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY &
EXPRESSION OF WILL
CONTACT US TODAY

office@achen.co.il
+972 52 378-9760

INTEGRITY
REAL ESTATE

NE JERUSALEM HOMES

BEAUTIFUL SPACIOUS BAKA FAMILY
HOME FOR SALE

186 SQM SPLIT-LEVEL HOME WITH 80 SQM BALCONIES
6 BDRMS, 3 FULL BATHROOMS, 2ND FL (31 STEPS),
UNDERGROUND PARKING, STORAGE,
EXCELLENT CONDITION, CHURCHLAND UNTIL 2077
ASKING PRICE: NIS 5,600,000

Ilana Nelson  054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il
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DIAMONDS & JEWELRY
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AIR CONDITIONING . Ll
"AND INSTALLATIONS < o
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zvi Air is a pleasure lo h =
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work with and did

Spaiesing
an CENEEINg _JD'?‘ TRUE WHOLESALER FROM THE DIAMOND
: br : BOURSA WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MEMBER DIAMOND DEALERS CLUB

ENGAGEMENT RINGS « STUD EARRINGS
PENDANTS « TENNIS BRACELETS

® 050-573-9061 @ jeffmor36@gmail.com
© www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

PolarAir“JR
Air Conditioning & Heating

Sales & installation of
Inverter | Multi | VRF | Central

Nothing matters to us more than a
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.

z

BEsﬂ:RlcE

@ Plenty of references
(¥ Professional & reliable

{:\fj Only Jewish labor

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we’'ll match it.

BROTHERS
MOV!NG co.

Send your plans for l
free design today.

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282 %2 THE STRONGEST..THE MOST GENTLE
oremail us at info@tzvigir.com op= ¢ 054-216-0087 « brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY

1ST ALIYA (BAMIDBAR 19:1-17)

Para Aduma: This is the Torah
law. Elazar the Kohen shall
remove from the camp an unblemished red
heifer that has never worked. It is burnt.
Cedar, hyssop and red thread shall be burnt
with it. The Kohanim involved in the pro-
cess are Tamei until evening. The ashes are
used to purify those Tamei from contact
with the dead. On the 37 and 7™ day a mix
of these ashes and water are sprinkled on
the Tamei person. Absent this process, one
who has come in contact with the dead can-
not become Tahor.

Even though there is a mitzvah to bury
the dead, death defiles. The tuma of contact
with the dead prevents one from entering
the Mishkan, the holy area. A theorythatwe
have developed of tuma opines that entry to
the holy places demands a lofty feeling of
our majesty. G-d is Majestic; we, majestic.
Death demoralizes. We feel: What'’s the use,
we all end up in the same place. It bruises
the sense of our majesty. A detailed look at
the symbolism of the purification rituals is
beyond this brief outline; but can be looked
at as a replenishment of our majesty. The
anomaly of thelaws of the Para Aduma is: the
Kohen who helps to purify others, himself
becomes tamei for the day. The Lubavitcher
Rebbe saw in this a rich image: our fellow
Jews can become purer, though we have
to be willing to sacrifice some of ourselves
to attract them, just like the Kohen did.

)

[
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA Israel Region

‘}! 2ND ALIYA (19:18 - 20:6)
‘/k\“ Hyssop is dipped in the
: purifying waters and sprinkled
on the person or vessels requiring this
purification. A tahor person sprinkles on
the tamei person on the 3¢ and 7% day; this
tahor person then becomes tamei for the
day. One who is tamei through contact with
the dead and does not do this purification
and then subsequently enters the Mishkan
has committed a most grave sin. Miriam
dies after the camp travels to Midbar Zin
in the first month. The people complain:
oh that we had died like the others (over
these 40 years). Why did you bring us from
Egypt to die in this nasty place? Moshe and
Aharon went to the Mishkan; G-d’s glory
appeared to them.
After concluding the laws of purification
for those in contact with the dead, Miriam
dies. With little fanfare, 39 years have

Lenny PDavidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congresses &
Tours in Israecl

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LDevents.com

O54-557-3101
Lenny@LDEvents.com




Keren Malki empowers
families of children
with special needs in
Israel to choose home
care. Donations are
tax-approved in Israel,
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of
Malka Chana Roth 1"
1985-2001, killed in the °
Sbarro bombing.

- KEREN MALKI

h

@ kerenmalki.org
® 02-567-0602

% Be'er Tziporap ah - |, j
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength toso .
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having

the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@dJerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
20’9 A YN

New: E)(CI.USIVE

You actually OWN your own apartment

* Close to the BEACH » With a LOW monthly
maintenance ¢ Limited to 60 plus

* 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms * Starts at

NIS 1.5 million * Contact us for details now!

_Ashke.lon Properties

LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

It's not only how you LOOK
It's how you SEE

Bets

L )

EYE‘WB’"WW\

J'il D71y

W' NUPADIAD 1 0XTE DG

ARNONA/TALPIOT -

Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101 A
RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waffle Bar)

(02) 674-3888
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passed. Take 2 on the march to the Land
begins. The complaint of the people here is
a twist on the past. Way back, 39 years ago
they complained: why did you take us out
of Egypt to die in the desert. Now they com-
plain: oh that we would die in the desert. But
more importantly, Miriam’s death demor-
alizes the people. The Midrash maintains
that water flowed for the people in Miriam’s
merit. It stopped with her death. But the
simple flow of the story is that the death of
leadersis demoralizing. Itleavesavoid. The
people have a daunting task ahead, of enter-
ing and conquering the Land. The loss of
Miriam demoralizes. And so they complain.

’}‘ 3RD ALIYA (20:7-13)
K" G-d said to Moshe: gather the

people to the rock. Speak to the
rock. Water sufficient for them
and their flock will be produced. Moshe
said: Listen oh rebellious ones. Will water
emerge from a rock? Moshe hit the rock.
Water emerged, enough for the flocks. G-d
said to Moshe and Aharon: since you did
not believe me, you will not enter the Land.

If the loss of Miriam is demoralizing, the
impending loss of Aharon and Moshe com-
pounds that. But conversely, itis a powerful
statement of the greatness, the capability,
the trust of G-d in His people. The Jewish
people are greater than any leader or other;
even Moshe, Aharon and Miriam. You can
take the Land; with or without them. The
Jewish people will always have great peo-
ple; but the Jewish people are a great peo-
ple. The Torah will end with the greatest
leaders falling short of realizing the dream
of entering the Land. But far from being a
dystopia, and while not being a utopia, it is
an affirmation that the Jewish people as a

10 TORAH TIDBITS 1521/ CHUKAT

people rise above the presence or absence
of individual leaders. The death of Miriam,
then Aharon and finally Moshe affirms the
greatness of the people of Israel.

R 4TH ALIYA (20:14-21)
ﬁ Moshe sends messengers

to the King of Edom. You are

aware of your brother Israel’s
history: we left Egypt with G-d’s help. We
need to cross your land, at no cost to you,
to enter our Land. The King said no. The
people answered: we will stay on the road
and pay for water. Edom said no and came
with a large contingent. The Jewish people
circled back.

Even though Moshe just received the
word he will not enter the Land, you would
never know it from his behavior. There
is nary a hint of hesitation in leading the
people to the Land. Leadership is public
service. Moshe is a lame duck leader; he is
not going to benefit from leading the peo-
ple. He is not going to see the Land. But he
is not in it for himself. His service is for the
people. They will enter the Land. And lead
them he must.

‘}‘ 5TH ALIYA (20:21-9)
'7‘\0‘ At Har Hor Aharon is told

he will die. Up the mountain,
Moshe clothes Elazar in the
garments of Aharon. Aharon dies. The
entire people mourn for 30 days. The King
of Arad in the Negev hears and does battle
with the people. The people prevail. The
people travel to circumvent Edom. The

The OU Isvael Family wishes Mazel Tov
to David Oratz, Yachad Israel,
on s engagement to Limor Brody




HOMES IN ZICHRON YA'AKOV,
CAESAREA,
PARDES HANA-KARKUR

MYISRAELPROPERTY.COM
ELISHEVA@MYISRAELPROF‘ERTY.COM

@ 054-884-0161

TUVIA ANDY HAAS
BALANCE and FALL-PREVENTION

SPECIALIST for OLDER ADULTS

* Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
« Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
« Increase Strength! Stay Independent!

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704 | www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

30+ stylez - all sizes
for women & girls (
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Madest Suimueat

MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear Marci Rapp
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)  050-424-8359
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NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

New on the market - Ganei Tzion, large 5 rooms,
120m, 2.5 baths, move in condition, Shabbat
elevator, 2 parking spaces, storage room,
12m mirpeset that is partial Sukka. 5.3m shekel

Great Deal in the best part of Har Choma right
next to the Community Center, shopping & Shuls.
3 room spacious apartments with 2 bathrooms,
Sukka mirpeset, Shabbat elevator, parking,
storage, move in condition. 2.24m shekel

LY P
CARDO PROPERTIES

FOR RENT
IN THE CITY CENTER

Rechavia - Keren Hayesod
St., 3-bedroom unfurnished
apt. available for rent starting
immediately, 2nd floor,
dining area, good condition,
2 bathrooms, 1 shower,
balconies, excellent location,
near public transportation

Asking: 8500nis/month
CALL: 0522604394

J

\1" PREMIUM MOVING
TUN NITIN

Moving ¢ Packing ¢ Storage

053-7272-815

www. premiummoving.co.il
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long journey aggravates the people. They
complain. Snakes attack. The people regret
their sins. G-d tells Moshe to make a copper
snake. When the people gaze on it, they
recover.

The theme of punishment is a dominant
theme in Bamidbar. And while we need to
note that our failings are met with punish-
ment, equally as important is the variety
of manners of relief from the punishment.
Here, gaze on the copper snake and you
will recover. This is another example of
what is the dominant theme of the entire
Torah: G-d’s love for man and for the Jew-
ish people. Mankind is never completely
destroyed. Nor the Jewish people. Sure,
there is punishment. But, well, we err quite
abit. We can’tignore Divine justice. Butwe
also can’t ignore the unequivocal loyalty of
G-d to His people. The punishments are all
episodes of encouragement; because of the
ending. He, yet again, is loyal to us.

"‘ 6TH ALIYA (21:10- 20)

0 The travel takes the people to

the east of Moav. They travel

north to the area of the Emori. The travels

are recorded in the books of wars, traveling

on to the well. They sang of their fortune
and their travels.

The circuitous route of the march is
perplexing. From the Sinai desert to Israel
is, well, yashar, yashar. Straight up north.
Enter Israel from the Negev. Travel north
to Chevron. Then keep going. Straight. Yet,
they travel east to the nations on the east
bank of the Jordan. Edom refuses passage.
So they travel south to Eilat, cross over
farther east, traveling up through the heart
of present day Jordan. Kind of the way to
go to Petra. They end up opposite Jericho.

12 TORAH TIDBITS 1521/ CHUKAT

And from there, once they enter the Land,
they will go to Shechem. Why this wide,
wide swing to the east, up north through
Jordan? Why not enter from the Negev
straight north? The Torah does not tell us.
But we can speculate. At this point in Jew-
ish history, the Jewish people have entered
the land 3 times: Avraham. Yaakov when
he returned from Lavan. And the spies.
And now. Whose footsteps would you
like to follow? Avraham and Yaakov both
entered from the north and went immedi-
ately to Shechem. The spies came up from
the south to Hevron. The Jewish people
are following in the footsteps of Avraham.
Deliberately avoiding the much simpler
and direct route, the yashar, yashar route
of the spies. Whose footsteps do we follow?

"‘ 7TH ALIYA (21:21 - 22:1)
k" Messengers are sent to

Sichon for permission to cross
his land. Sichon confronts them for war.
Sichon is roundly defeated. The people set-
tle in the land of the Emori. They travel to
the land of Og, the king of the Bashan. G-d
tells them they will succeed against Og, as
they did with Sichon. They defeat Og, arriv-
ing at the plains of Moav, opposite Jericho.
In this march up the east side of the
Jordan, the Divine has been conspicuously

/ N\
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absent. Israel sent messengers to Sichon.
No Divine command. Moshe staked out
the cities along the route into the Land.
The march into the Land has begun. And
while the march of the people until this
time has been with the Mishkan in their
midst, the manna falling from heaven,
slowly the transfer of leadership into the
hands of man is occurring. The Jewish
people dance with G-d; at times He leads. At
times, we. In this dance, the Divine allows
the Jewish people to lead. He lurks, ever
present. But man is leading this march.

The haftorah opens with an attack on the
Israelites from the people of Ammon. The
Israelites call upon Yiftach to lead them
into battle. He sends a message to Ammon
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which includes a reference to the conquest
of the lands of Sichon and Og, which appar-
ently is the tie in with our Torah reading.
Yiftach made a condition with the Jewish
people regarding his willingness to take on
this role as commander: “If you bring me
back to fight with the children of Ammon,
and God delivers them before me, I will

FOR RENT

Pinsker Building:

4-room fully renovated apt., electrical
appliances, closets, A/C, succa, parking,
great views.

Katamonim:

Rashbag st., Garden apt of 5 rooms,

145sq 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, fully renovates
10700 nis.

become your head.” The Jewish people
accepted his terms.

Yiftach after trying to make peace with
Ammon has no choice but to go to war. He
successfully leads his people in battle and
they eliminate the Ammonite threat. m

A

39th of 54 sedras.6th of 10 in Bamidbar.
Written on 159.2 lines (ranks 39).

10 Parshiyot; 6 open, 4 closed.

87 p'sukim (ranks 43).

1245 words (ranks 40).

4670 letters (ranks 41).

Smallest sedra in Bamidbar in lines,
p'sukim, words, letters. Fewer p'sukim
than Sh'mini, more words, same number
of letters. Chukat is a bit longer.

k(> wmvor
,‘\0 MITZVOT

3 mitzvot of 613: All positive.
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"And the people spoke against G-d and Moshe. for there isno  DN'7 |'X 'D..AWNAI DY7I7X2 DY AT

bread and no water, and our soul loathes this light bread." (21:5) ('n:x"2) "2TNA NX7 'WO DN |'XI

How can the Israelites complain that they lack necessary nourishment for survival, when in the same verse they
admitted that they had food, only that it was not substantial?

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch answers that what they lacked was the kind of food they were usually accustomed
to. The nourishment they were receiving came without any effort on their part, through miracle. It came too eas-
ily and thus disregarded, becoming monotonous to them. The Midrash describes the Manna as being completely
absorbed by all the limbs in the body, very digestible. Yet, in their discontent they disregarded this nutritive food.

Unaware, we may find ourselves complaining about the benefits G-d provides to us daily. We take everyday
miracles for granted. We need to learn to appreciate and realize that every little thing provided for us is beneficial to
us and be grateful forit. - Shabbat Shalom
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

The poem had a place of prominence
on our kitchen bulletin board for many
years. We had clipped it from a women's
magazine, and although it was too sugary
and sentimental for my personal literary
taste, it was very encouraging to my wife
and me as we raised our teenage daugh-
ters. The poem was written by an early
middle-aged mother and described a visit
she had with her daughter, now grown,
over tea one fine afternoon.

We have long lost our copy of that poem,
but its message remains as clear as day.
The poem relates how, over tea that day,
the younger woman thanked her mother
for all the lessons she learned from her.
She confessed that she once found her
mother's repetitive teachings about proper
behavior to be useless and annoying. But
she now had come to appreciate just how
useful and important those teachings
were. She thanked her mother for what
she learned and expressed special grati-
tude for her patient reiteration of those
lessons. The mother ends her poem with
an expression of pride in herself and in
her daughter.

This poem and its lesson came to mind
recently—just the other day, in fact—when

16 TORAH TIDBITS 1521/ CHUKAT

I visited the synagogue where I served as
rabbi some years ago. A young man whom
I remembered as a teenager approached
me and said that he felt he owed me an
apology. He proceeded to tell me how sorry
he was for not appreciating my tendency,
in my sermons and lectures, to repeatedly
emphasize the importance of the precise
translation of Hebrew words and phrases.

"Each time that you would insist that
the common translation of, for example,
kedusha as 'holiness' was not quite accu-
rate, we kids would roll our eyes in exas-
peration. You would sometimes do that
three or four times in just one sermon."
He then told me how he and his friends
had come to understand the importance
of nuance, especially in rendering biblical
Hebrew into English.

I must confess that even today I preserve
that tendency to repeat myself, and it is
not always attributable to my increasingly
frequent "senior moments." Quite the
contrary; I consciously and intentionally
repeat matters that I think are important,
especially in my public speeches. I base my
conviction that repetition is necessary and
effective upon a comment by a great man
on a passage in this week's Torah portion,
Parshat Chukat (Numbers 19:1-22:1).

The story is well known. The Children of
Israel complain to Moses and Aaron about
the lack of water in the wilderness. They
fall upon their faces in prayer, and the
Almighty responds by telling Moses to take
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his staff, gather the people, and speak to the
rock which is before their eyes. The Lord
assures Moses that he will be able to draw
forth sufficient water from the rock for the
people and for their cattle.

Moses takes the staff, assembles the peo-
ple, and castigates them angrily. He then
lifts his hand and strikes the rock with his
staff not once but twice. Indeed abundant
water flows from the rock.

The Almighty then expresses his disap-
pointment to Moses and Aaron. He tells
them that because they did not believe in
him sufficiently to sanctify his Name before
all the people, they would be denied the
privilege of bringing the people into the
holy land.

Throughout the ages, commentaries
have found difficulty with this narrative.
Rashi insists that Moses sinned by striking

BenZimra =
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the rock and not just speaking to it. Others
have objected to Rashi's approach because
drawing water from the rock in the desert
is equally miraculous whether it is accom-
plished by speaking to the rock or striking it.
Water flowing from a rock when it is struck
with a wooden staff is itself a wondrous
miracle, certainly sufficient to impress the
people with God's miraculous powers.
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, the late 20™ cen-
tury sage whom I was privileged to meet
personally, offers a simple and innovative
response to this objection. He writes: "The
Almighty preferred that Moses speak to
the rock because he wanted to teach the
lesson that one must speak words of Torah
and ethics even to those who seem not to
comprehend. Repeating and reviewing
ultimately results in understanding. A
parent, for example, must never despair
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of educating his children just because they
appear not to understand what he is telling
them. One must constantly speak to others,
over and over, until they understand and
act accordingly, just like the rock could not
understand but eventually fulfilled God's
will. Certainly, human beings, although
they seem now not to understand at all,
will eventually reach understanding."

Rabbi Feinstein's insight is such an
important one, especially to rabbis, par-
ents, and teachers. Rarely does our audi-
ence seem to be attentive and receptive to
our message. But if we earnestly attempt
to present our message intelligently, and if
we repeat it sufficiently, we will be heard,
later if not sooner. This was the experience
of the mother who wrote the poem which
graced our kitchen wall for many years,
and this was the experience of the young
man who came to appreciate the impor-
tance of precise translation after hearing
me drone on and on about it in his youth.

Although Rabbi Feinstein does not quote
any Talmudic sources supporting the great
value of repetition, he could easily have
referred to the following passage in the
Talmud, tractate Eruvin 54b:

"Rabbi Perada had a student whom he
would teach each lesson four hundred
times until the student finally under-
stood. One day, Rabbi Perada received an
invitation to attend a mitzvah celebration.
He first sat with the student and repeated
the daily lesson four hundred times, but
this time to no avail. The student simply
did not comprehend. Rabbi Perada asked
him why he was having such difficulty
on that day. The student responded that
as soon as he heard that the master was
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invited to a mitzvah event, he became dis-
tracted, thinking that at any moment the
master would interrupt the lesson and not
review it with him the four hundred times
that he required. Rabbi Perada patiently
instructed his disciple to be calm, pay
attention, and be confident that he would
deliver the lesson as many times as neces-
sary. He reviewed it four hundred times,
and the disciple finally understood.” The
Talmud continues to describe the earthly
and heavenly rewards which Rabbi
Perada received for his most unusual
commitment and forbearance.

The Talmud is thus teaching us, and
Rabbi Feinstein underscores it, that our
sincerely-spoken words are not wasted.
The educational lessons that we try to
impart are eventually heard. We must not
give up in our attempts to inspire, instruct
and influence others. We can be assured,
in the words of King Solomon: "Cast thy
bread upon the waters, for thou shalt find
it after many days." (Kohelet 11:1)

The Almighty had good reason to tell
Moses to speak to the rock. Even rocks
eventually get the message.
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Healing
the Trauma
of Loss

It took me two years to recover from the
death of my father, of blessed memory. To
this day, almost twenty years later, I am
not sure why. He did not die suddenly or
young. He was well into his eighties. In
his last years he had to undergo five oper-
ations, each of which sapped his strength
a little more. Besides which, as a rabbi, I
had to officiate at funerals and comfort the
bereaved. I knew what grief looked like.

The Sages were critical of one who
mourns too much too long.! They said that
God Himself says of such a person, “Are you
more compassionate than I am?” Maimon-
ides rules:

“A person should not become excessively
broken-hearted because of a person's death,
as it says, ‘Do not weep for the dead nor
bemoan him’ (Jer. 22:10). This means, ‘Do
not weep excessively.’ For death is the way

1 Moed Katan 27hb.
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of the world, and one who grieves exces-
sively at the way of the world is a fool.”?

With rare exceptions, the outer limit of
grief in Jewish law is a year, not more.

Yet knowing these things did not help.
We are not always masters of our emo-
tions. Nor does comforting others prepare
you for your own experience of loss.
Jewish law regulates outward conduct
not inward feeling, and when it speaks of
feelings, like the commands to love and
not to hate, halachah generally translates
this into behavioural terms, assuming, in
the language of the Sefer haHinnuch, that
“the heart follows the deed.” 3

I felt an existential black hole, an empti-
ness at the core of being. It deadened my
sensations, leaving me unable to sleep or
focus, as iflife was happening at a great dis-
tance and as if I were a spectator watching

2 Maimonides, Hilchot Avel 13:11.
3 Sefer ha-Hinnuch, command 16.
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a film out of focus with the sound turned
off. The mood eventually passed, but while
it lasted I made some of the worst mistakes
of my life.

I mention these things because they are
the connecting thread of parshat Chukat.
The most striking episode is the moment
when the people complain about the lack
of water. Moses does something wrong,
and though God sends water from a rock,
He also sentences Moses to an almost
unbearable punishment: “Because you did
not have sufficient faith in Me to sanctify
Me before the Israelites, therefore you shall
not bring this assembly into the land I have
given you” (Num. 20:12).

The commentators debate exactly what
he did wrong. Was it that he lost his tem-
per with the people (“Listen now, you
rebels” [Num. 20:10]? That he hit the rock
instead of speaking to it? That he made it
seem as if it was not God but he and Aaron
who were responsible for the water (“Shall
we bring water out of this rock for you?”
[Num. 20:10])?

What is more puzzling still is why he lost
control at that moment. He had faced the
same problem before, but he had never
lost his temper before. In Exodus 15 the
Israelites at Marah complained that the
water was undrinkable because it was
bitter. In Exodus 17 at Massa-and-Meriva
they complained that there was no water.
God then told Moses to take his staff and
hit the rock, and water flowed from it. So
when in our parsha God tells Moses, “Take
the staff ... and speak to the rock,” it was
surely a forgivable mistake to assume that
God meant him also to hit it. That is what
He had said last time. Moses was following

AP N

Eta Morris
|JERUSALEM REALTY

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business
Eta: 054-723-3863 Rachel: 052-546-6425

2 bedrooms and 2 bath-

a sukka. Full of light & sur-
rounded by greenery. Very
quiet Price 4,200,000 NIS

170 sgm on one floor, with
sukka terrace, Shabbat
elevator, brand new apt
ready in 2 years.

Only 6,500,000 NIS.

In GERMAN COLONY,
140 sgm on one floor, 2nd
floor walk up, completely

and 2 full bathrooms.
Large sukka terrace.
7,100,000 NIS

Fantastic garden apart-
ment for sale on Lupo
Street. ARNONA. 175 sgm
6 rooms 4 bedrooms and
3.5 baths. Extra office
downstairs. 60 sqgm
garden. Storage room.
Parking. 8,900,000 NIS

FOR RENT: Shai Agnon 140
sgm apt, one floor, 4 beds,
2 full baths, terrace, 2
elevators, 2 parking. From
August 15. Furnished, 1
year rental. 14,500 NIS/mo

OLD KATAMON 80 sgm with

rooms, one flight up with el- 8
evator. Completely renovated
with terrace that opens into

Fantastic opportunity to buy _.____H

renovated with 4 bedrooms

Amazing stand alone homes in
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY

In BAKA, most sought out location.
New apartment duplex of 236 sgm plus 81 sqm of
outdoor space. Plus parking.

For more info call Eta: 0547233863

\Eta: 054-723-3863 -

etamorrisrealty.co.il

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com
Rachel: 052-546-642

e
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precedent. And if God did not mean him to
hit the rock, why did He command him to
take his staff?

What is even harder to understand is
the order of events. God had already told
Moses exactly what to do. Gather the peo-
ple. Speak to the rock, and water will flow.
This was before Moses made his ill-tem-
pered speech, beginning, “Listen now,
you rebels.” It is understandable if you
lose your composure when you are faced
with a problem that seems insoluble. This
had happened to Moses earlier when the
people complained about the lack of meat.
But it makes no sense at all to do so when
God has already told you, “Speak to the
rock ... It will pour forth its water, and you
will bring water out of the rock for them,
and so you will give the community and
their livestock water to drink.” Moses had

n-'l%:;u ﬂ

1Yn mmen yu % "Z_:‘ Meir
077-2050015 s
052-2678749 o
golanechasim@gmail.com L

BAKA: 4 room apartment, 85m, elevator, neat and nice
apartment 2,850,000 NIS.

ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, master suite,
balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking
3,250,000 NIS.

BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m,
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking,
3,950,000 NIS.

RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m, Suka balcony,
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking,
storage 4,400,000 NIS.

ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, Shabbat
elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage
4,350,000 NIS.

BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite
private parking, storage, full of light, nice garden,
6,000,000 NIS.

OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room apartment,
140m, terrace, underfloor heating, Shabat elevator, 2
parking, 6,300,000 NIS.

FOR RENT: BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m,
beautifully renovated, master suite, air conditioners,
balcony, Second floor, Shabbat elevator - fully
accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS.
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received the solution. Why then was he so
agitated about the problem?

Only after I lost my father did I under-
stand the passage. What had happened
immediately before? The first verse of
the chapter states: “The people stopped
at Kadesh. There, Miriam died and was
buried.” Only then does it state that the
people had no water. An ancient tradition
explains that the people had hitherto
been blessed by a miraculous source of
water in the merit of Miriam. When she
died, the water ceased.

However it seems to me that the deeper
connection lies not between the death of
Miriam and the lack of water but between
her death and Moses’ loss of emotional
equilibrium. Miriam was his elder sister.
She had watched over his fate when, as
a baby, he had been placed in a basket
and floated down the Nile. She had had
the courage and enterprise to speak to
Pharaoh’s daughter and suggest that he
be nursed by a Hebrew, thus reuniting
Moses and his mother and ensuring that
he grew up knowing who he was and to
which people he belonged. He owed his
sense of identity to her. Without Miriam,
he could never have become the human
face of God to the Israelites, lawgiver,
liberator, and prophet. Losing her, he
not only lost his sister. He lost the human
foundation of his life.

Bereaved, you lose control of your
emotions. You find yourself angry when
the situation calls for calm. You hit when
you should speak, and you speak when
you should be silent. Even when God has
told you what to do, you are only half-lis-
tening. You hear the words but they do



not fully enter your mind. Maimonides
asks the question, how was it that Jacob, a
prophet, did not know that his son Joseph
was still alive. He answers, because he
was in a state of grief, and the Shechinah
does not enter us when we are in a state
of grief.* Moses at the rock was not so
much a prophet as a man who had just
lost his sister. He was inconsolable and
not in control. He was the greatest of the
prophets. But he was also human, rarely
more so than here.

Our parsha is about mortality. That is the
point. God is eternal, we are ephemeral.
As we say in the Unetaneh Tokef prayer on
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we are
“a fragment of pottery, a blade of grass,
a flower that fades, a shadow, a cloud, a
breath of wind.” We are dust and to dust
we return, but God is life forever.

At one level, Moses-at-the-rock is a story
about sin and punishment: “Because you
did not have sufficient faith in me to sanctify
Me ... therefore you shall not bring this
assembly into the land I have given you.”
We may not be sure what the sin exactly
was, or why it merited so severe a punish-
ment, but atleast we know the ballpark, the
territory to which the story belongs.

Nonetheless it seems to me that — here
as in so many other places in the Torah —
there is a story beneath the story, and it is
a different one altogether. Chukat is about
death, loss, and bereavement. Miriam dies.
Aaron and Moses are told they will not live
to enter the Promised Land. Aaron dies,
and the people mourn for him for thirty
days. Together they constituted the greatest

4 Maimonides, Eight Chapters, ch. 7, based on
Pesachim 117a.

leadership team the Jewish people has ever
known, Moses the supreme prophet, Aaron
the first High Priest, and Miriam perhaps
the greatest of them all.> What the parsha is
telling us is that for each of us there is a Jor-
dan we will not cross, a promised land we
will not enter. “It is not for you to complete
the task.” Even the greatest are mortal.

That is why the parsha begins with the
ritual of the Red Heifer, whose ashes,
mixed with the ash of cedar wood, hyssop,
and scarlet wool and dissolved in “living
water,” are sprinkled over one who has
been in contact with the dead so that they
may enter the Sanctuary.

This is one of the most fundamental prin-
ciples of Judaism. Death defiles. For most
religions throughout history, life-after-death
has proved more real than life itself. That is
where the gods live, thought the Egyptians.
That is where our ancestors are alive,
believed the Greeks and Romans and many
primitive tribes. That is where you find jus-
tice, thought many Christians. That is where
you find paradise, thought many Muslims.

Life after death and the resurrection of
the dead are fundamental, non-negotia-
ble principles of Jewish faith, but Tanach

5 There are many midrashim on this theme
about Miriam’s faith, courage, and foresight.

ARE YOU REALLY ON TOP OF
YOUR FINANCES?
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is conspicuously quiet about them. It is
focused on finding God in this life, on this
planet, notwithstanding our mortality. “The
dead do not praise God,” says the Psalm
(115:17). God is to be found in life itself with
all its hazards and dangers, bereavements
and grief. We may be no more than “dust
and ashes” (Gen. 18:27), as Abraham said,
but life itself is a never-ending stream, “liv-
ing water”, and it is this that the rite of the
Red Heifer symbolises.

With great subtlety the Torah mixes law
and narrative together — the law before the
narrative because God provides the cure
before the disease. Miriam dies. Moses
and Aaron are overwhelmed with grief.
Moses, for a moment, loses control, and
he and Aaron are reminded that they too
are mortal and will die before entering the
land. Yet this is, as Maimonides said, “the
way of the world”. We are embodied souls.
We are flesh and blood. We grow old. We
lose those we love. Outwardly we struggle
to maintain our composure but inwardly
we weep. Yet life goes on, and what we
began, others will continue.

Those we loved and lost live on in us, as
we will live on in those we love. For love
is as strong as death,® and the good we do
never dies.”m

6 Song of Songs 8:6.
7 See Proverbs 10:2 and 11:4.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l are
part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on
the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

3B Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling
Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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Debby Architecture &Design
- Interior design according to
needs, style, and profession

Dr. Harry Weisman

Former Assist. Clinical
Professor of Medicine,
UCLA School of Medicine;
Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism

Author of
The 18% Solution -
Lose 18% of Your
weight in 18 Weeks

Weight loss Consultation

+972 53 472 2159

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certified

Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658
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OCCUPANCY SOON!!

-~

Own Your Own Prestigious
Retirement Residence!

¥ | photograph.

- Hod Denya, the prestigious retirement residence
for the third age, is launching "A getting close to occupancy sale!”

A Y8 R B K&

| Swimming Theater, Movie | Classes | Health | Organized | Fitness | Medical
Pool and Lecture and Leisure Center Trips Center Staff
Hall Activities and Gym

Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel For details and registration:

Hod Dénya Namsel@netvision.net.il| 0522-52-00-31 02—5001171

lerusalem‘Asmsted Living 21Golomb St., Jerusalem | Search Hod DenyaonBl w w w . hoddenya.com




Rca| Estatu-

Most Recent L|st|ngs in jerusalem

" in the Ben-Azai Complex
4 bedrooms + Office space
2 full baths, 130 sqm, Sukka balcony,
Private parking & storage
Central Location
Lease until 2077
Price: 4,150,000 NIS

Apartment on Pierre
Koenig Street
A 3 bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
2nd floor-no elevator
A/Cin every room
Great investment/starter
property!
Occupancy in 1 year
Price: 2,890,000 NIS

Amazing Deal!
W

Great Apartment with
Incredible Views
Shofet Chaim Hacohen Street
4 rooms + 2 full bathrooms
Terrific view!
Central A/C + heat
3 exposures
Shabbat elevator
Parking
Price: 3,350,000

Great Opbortunity_
in Givat Oranim

4 bedrooms, 138 sqm
Full of light & air
Large living room/dining room area|
(over 43 sqm)
Small balcony
Wheelchair accessible
Shabbat Elevator, Parking, Storage
4,850,000 NIS

Price Reduced!

._*J. e

Yitzchak Kowalsky
\, 054-766-0338
X Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
@ www.yykrealestate.com

L \/\g

11270110 =R
Madar Law Office

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation
Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice
Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909
Madar@netvision.net.il

Choose from
a variety of
curtains &
blinds in the

comfort of
your home

e Curtains & draperies

e Designer curtains

e Venetian & Woven wood blinds

» Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman &
Pleated shades

ing Deapes sreibeacle

Call Joe Stepsky for a free consultation w-un Ashley wikde vy e

052 5988 889 9)&1;“"

www.ashleywilde.co.il
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STATE-OF-THE-ART
Dental Implants

Teeth In

An Hour

Dr. Gedaliah Mordechai Stern

Diplomate of Oral Implantology

Faster, Easier and Better than ever before.

——— Come and get a second opinion, if you were told you need: ———
Bone grafts or sinus lifts | Cutting and stitching =~ Months without teeth | Not enough bone

(These can usually be avoided today)

Almost always with less pain and less swelling, thanks to Lasers and Advanced Technologies.
No-cost consult. No-cost x-rays (2D/3D) if have already, within last 6 months.

© Ussishkin 57, Rechavia, Jerusalem - 02-6258258 @ implantsandlasers-r-us.com
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GabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

In popular project! 130 SQM apartment with 2 gardens,
5 rooms, 2 parking spots, storage, good condition. Shul
and gym on site! Asking: 5,500,000 NIS

Spacious and well-kept 4-room apartment. 756 SQM, 2nd
foor, bright. Close to shopping centers, cafes, and Shuls.
Aftractive price! - Asking: 2 850,000 NIS

Located in a new building on a quiet street! 110 SQM
apariment, 4 rooms, 2 baths, succah balcony, parking,
slorage, Shabbal elevator. Asking: 4,600,000 NIS

In modern building with gym! 114 SQM, 5 rooms, 2
bathrooms, 2 parking spots, storage, shabbat elevator,
open views, fully accessible. Asking: 4,100,000 NIS

Amazing investment property on a popular street!
43 SQM, 2 rooms, 1 bathroom, 5 steps to the entrance,
garden in use, succah balcony. Asking: 2,280,000 NIS

224 SQM Mini penthouse, 8 rooms, 3.5 baths, 2
balconies(large succah balcony), modem and renovated,
shabbat elevator, breathtaking views of the old city.

128 SQM duplex apartment with 56 SQM private garden,
5 steps, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, parking storage,
good condition, amazing location! Asking: 6,350,000 NIS

MNew Luxurious project located minutes from Emek
Refaim! Last Units For Sale! 4-8 Rooms, Gardens,
Penthouses available, High-end finishes, underground
parking and storage! One of a kind project!

Yaniv: 052.614.1442
Yanivi@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
Eliagabai@gmail.com
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Secluded Vacation
Retreat that slegps S0

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

Wills * Probate ° Pre & Post-Nuptial Agreements
Guardianship Provisions * Durable Power of
Attorney (Financial/Health/Personal Decisions)
Halachic Estate Planning
Tirtza Jotkowitz, Esq.
tirtzaj@gmail.com * 052-509-3356 * 02-625-6475
845-425-8871 * 694-7645

LIFE SETTLEMENTS

Do you have a life insurance policy you:
« No longer want?
« No longer need?
« Can no longer afford the premium?
« Could you use extra money
instead of keeping your policy?
1 can guarantee that if you qualify with the

underwriting process | can get you more money
than if you cash it in with the company.

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com
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WOMEN’S WRITING WORKSHOP
AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more betails, call Ruth 02-628-7350 i

[}

or Judy 054-569-0410 MK i
@,

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:
Exercise for ladies
Sundays 12:45-1:30pm
at the OU Israel Center
Sura Faecher 0504153239




OU Israel LAyla presents:

THE MOMMY CLUB!

TUESDAYS, 10:30AM-1:00PM

10:30 Music and Movement Mommy-and-Me with Liva Lewis
11:20 ABite of Tefilla - Sandwiches and Davening Insights

with Zemira Ozarowski a
12:00 Tanach Personalities with Sara Malka Reichman
On-site babysitting included

Register at www.ouisrael.org/events/moms2

Coffee and refreshments will be served §
[ — k j
-
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4/ e ekly LAyla Day of
Learning for Women

TUESDAYS 9:15AM - 1:00PM

9:15AM Torah Tapestries Parsha Class with Mrs. Shira Smiles
10:15AM Coffee and Refreshments
10:30AM The Weekly Haftorah with Mrs. Yael Dworkin
11:20AM A Bite of Tefilla - Sandwiches and Davening Insights with
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski
12:00PM Tanach Personalities with
Mrs. Sara Malka Reichman

ag
40NIS for the day =
Register at www.ouisrael.org/events/layla-day 5

e
TI%

OU ISRAEL CENTER | 22 KEREN HAYESOD ST. YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9100
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SUN, JUN 25

9:15AM

Journey Through the Siddur
Rabbi David Walk
(Resumes July 9)

10:20 AM

Mishnah with Rambam's
commentary Rabbi Dr.
Aaron Adler

11:30 AM

Shivat Tzion in Tanach:
Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

2:00PM
Men's Talmud
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

ouisrael.org/events/

MON, JUN 26

9:15 AM
Divrei Hayamim (L'Ayla)
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

10:30 AM

The Thought of Rav Kook
on Eretz Yisrael: A study of
the sefer Eretz Chefetz
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

11:45 AM
Novel Parsha Muances
Rabbi Avi Herzog

8:30PM

Semichat Chaver
Program Rabbi Elyada
Goldwicht (The Bais)

SPECIAL EVENT
9:30AM-12:30PM
0Id City Tehillim
Experience - LAyla

TUE, JUN 27

9:15 AM
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries (LAyla)

10:30 AM
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Yosef Goldin

9:30AM Minchat Chinuch
Rabbi Breitowitz

2:00 PM Men's Talmud
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

7:30PM (The Bais) Safrus
(Men) Rabbi Tzvi Mauner

8:00PM
Sefer Shmuel Rabbi Machlis

9:15AM-1:00PM
LAyla-Full morning of
Learning for Women

7:00PM

Kesher - Senior
Singles-Non-Verbal
Communication w
Aviva Gordon, PhD




WED, JUN 28

9:00 AM

Torah and Technology
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
(new course)

10:15AM
Contemporary Halachic Issues
Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:30AM
Ani Maamin-But Do You Know

if it's Really True? (new course)
Rabbi Yitzchak

Feigenbaum

12:30 PM Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Neil Winkler

8:00PM
Halachic Controversies
Rabbi Aschi Dick (The Bais)

THURS, JUN 29

9:00 AM

Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Ari Kahn
(Resumes July 6)

10:15am
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:30 AM

Unlocking the Messages
of Chazal

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
{Resumes July 13 )

2:00 PM
Men's Talmud-Mesechta -
Bava Basra
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

From Dinosaurs to
Nuclear Energy- Full
Day Tiyul with
Eitan Morell

Sefer Tehillim Yom lyun

for Women (L'Ayla)

®

VIRTUAL SCHEDULE
(Zoom Only Classes):
https://us02web.zo0m.
us/|/88363420460

Password: ouisrael

Rabbi Taub
Parsha, 7:00PM Mon
Halacha, 7:00PM Wed

Rebbetzin Shatz
(L'Ayla)-Insights of
Chazal- Tues, 5:00PM

Rabbi Goldwicht
Parshat HaShavua
Wed. 8:30PM
hittps://us02web.zoom.
us/jf2244321902
Password 18

THE BAIS CLASSES
AND PROGRAMS ARE
FOR MEN ONLY




From Dmosanrs

to Nuclear Energy U
Afull day Tiyul with Guide Eitan Morell -
THURSDAY JUNE 29, 8:45 AM 220 NIS

+Explore the past, present and future of Eretz Yisrael, as seen from the Sorek Stream Fut. %2 7o
+Depart OU Israel Center, Return to OU Israel Center @ approximately 6pm '
+Travel back to the times, when dinosaurs roamed the land

+Visit the Kingdom of King David

+Hear of the struggle for the birth of the modern State of Israel

+Experience the vibrant present day Israel and glimpse at what lies in our future

Participants should be aware there will be a significant amount of walking on this tiyul. Please
bring a hat,comfortable walking shoes, water bottle, lunch and snacks for this full day tiyul.

RSVP required: https://www.ouisrael.org/events/from-dinosaurs-to-nuclear-energy-3/

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9110 | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Join OU Israel L'Ayla fora
Sefer Tebillim Yow Tyun for women ==

e
e

§ e g

9:15AM Words of Introduction 10:15AM The Paradigm of 11:30AM The Internal Life and

Mrs, Zemira Ozarowski Constant Connection: A Text-Basis Times of Dovid HaMelech
Exploration of Tehillim Mrs. Yael Dworkin

9:25AM Sefer Tehillim: Mrs. Sara Malka Reichman

Structure and Significance 12:15PM Dovid Hamelech'’s

Mrs. Chana Deutsch 11:00AM Brunch Dream (Mizmor 132)

Mrs. Sara Leah Haber

* 40NIS
* Brunch will be served
*  Free babysitting available upon request

22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM | REGISTER ONLINE AT: WWW.QUISRAEL.ORG/EVENTS/TEHILLIM
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- PATHS OF THE

MAHARAL

BOOK LAUNCH event with author
Dr. Moshe Kuhr

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28, 8:00PM

Dr. Moshe Kuhr will be joined by
Rabbi Berel Wein
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

Free Admission Courtesy of the Kuhr Family
Books will be available for purchase.

‘nrwcu

Iy,

PATHS
MAHARAI

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9110 | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

i
- ."__'-'-/ 0U Kesher invites you to an engaging
presentation & social hour

What'’s in your nonverbal
communication?

For Senior Singles 60+

TUESDAY, JUNE 27, 7:00PM-9:30PM ETS

Explore Insights from Tanach that address non-verbal communication

How do our facial expressions, body, voice, scent, and environment
affect how we feel about others and how they feel about us?

Healthy refreshment will be served -
Register by calling 02-560-9100 x 0. Or online
https://www.ouisrael.org/events/keshereveningevent

Presented by Aviva Gordon, PhD Professor and Researcher g

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9100 | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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[ Vacation In Yavniel SHIUR SPONSORS

VLK s Villa and Tzimmers . . .
R Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur

has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year
"1 NYW 131 210 oW1 1"V 013N 13 070 Anwl 1777

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic
year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of their parents,
Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 2"l -

9" 01P0 AWM 1227701 'R0 §01 1191
Rosi and Ernest Strauss 21 -

7"T OINUW TIT 12 INIT1 OANIN 12 TINY

058 400-5545 - www.villafimona.com  Villarimona@gmeail com

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur - Minchat Chinuch is sponsored
for the academic year 2023 by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z'l

UPCOMING LECTURES T N9 137U 0N YT PITY 13
from 36 years of hands-on reporting by and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”|
David Bedein - at the OU Israel Center ORI R TION KDL

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by
Tuesday, June 27, 7:30pm Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts
The Unseen US hand in the IDF Irma Haas a"h and Hilde Myer a"h
withdrawal and expulsions in 2005 Rabbi Manning’s shiur
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year
TueSdayr JUIy 4: _7:30pm "1 1199 12 17911 7Y 1IN N3 1313 NNwl MW
H0¥V Israehl c?jrg defjlare mf‘leF?nd;nce Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur

rom the U5 and remain riends is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Join OU Israel LAyla for an

old City Teb1[ m
Experience

MONDAY JUNE 26, 9:30AM

+ Visit to Kever David
+ Tehillim Paint Workshop
For more info and to register:
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OU Israel ATID invites young Olot to a

Summer Program for
Tbree Weeﬁs At
(

July 5 Mashiach: What's it Like - Shiur and Dinner
with Rabbi Menachem Nissel
July 12 5w qnoex DR
Paint Night and mini-shiur
July 19 pa’n nanx: Team-Building/
Chessed Activity and shiur
July 25 (Tuesday) - Stones with Soul:
0ld City Tiyul with Rabbi Sam Shor
For more information and to register:
www.ouisrael.org/events/threeweeks2023
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The congregation had no water; so they
assembled against Moshe and Aaron. The
peoplequarreledwith Moses, andtheysaid, "If
only we had died with the death of our broth-
ers before the Lord.”... (Bamidbar 20: 2-3)
When reading the weekly parsha, we
ought to place the events that transpire in
chronological perspective (notwithstanding
that some mefarshim adhere to the principle
of ein mukdam u’'mecuchar baTorah - that at
times events can be recorded out of order).
Blackout Years
The episode of Mei Meriva that appears
in Parshat Chukat occurred in the fortieth
year in the desert, shortly prior to the time
that the nation was to enter Eretz Yisrael.
The people complained that they lack water
following the death of Miriam, in whose
merit the traveling well supplied water for
the people during their journey throughout
the midbar. Rav Soloveitchik points out
that between Parshat Shelach in which we
are informed of the transgression of the
meraglim and their punishment to wander
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in the desert for forty years, and Parshat
Chukat — 38 years passed. The Rav refers
to these as the “blackout years” — since the
Torah is silent on what transpired during
these thirty-eight years. The Rav explains
that during those years most of the nation
(@ll those above the age of twenty) died
and so the nation was engaged in burying
the dead. That is the reason that the laws
of Parah Aduma follow Korah- since it was
with what the people were primarily occu-
pied during those years.

Rabbi Frand in his sefer “The Power of a
Vort” highlights an interesting perspective
from those thirty-eight years. He cites
Rav Simcha Zissel who claims that during
those thirty-eight years Klal Yisrael didn’t
transgress. They had no complaints and
avoided any missteps. In fact, this is not a
mere hypothesis drawn up, it has a basis in
a Mishna in Pirke Avot (5:4), which lists 10
times that Bnei Yisrael challenged God in
the midbar. The gemara In Arachin (15a)
spells out the ways the nation tested God,
and it turns out that all ten events occurred
during the first 18 months in the midbar,
other than Mei Meriva which occurred in
the fortieth year! Had Bnei Yisrael chal-
lenged God at any point in between, itwould
have been recorded in this source as well.

That is amazing. For thirty-eight years,
Am Yisrael behaved perfectly. Why is it that
they were unable to control themselves and
were so susceptible during the first year and
a half and what triggered similar behavior



during the final year in the desert?

Transitions

Rav Simcha Zissel offers a tremendous
insight into human nature. The first 18
months and the final year in the midbar
were transitional periods. An individual
who feels that a drastic and abrupt change
is about to enter his or her life is unable to
make calculated decisions. At this juncture,
the nation was about to enter Eretz Yisrael.
That meant, saying goodbye to the gift of
the mann and having to sweat to earn their
livelihood. The fear of this and other drastic
changes in their lives made them vulnera-
ble to making hasty and foolish decisions.

Change is something that is very chal-
lenging to many individuals. It is very com-
fortable to maintain the status-quo. Even if
change can bring about a better situation,
the unknown and need for adjustment is
scary, troublesome and often preferred to

be avoided. In the book “Who Moved My
Cheese” by Spencer Johnson, there is a depic-
tion of how challenging it can be to face anew
reality and how often one rejects any adjust-
ment to their routine. This was essentially
what caused Am Yisrael’s downfall. When on
the cusp of change both as they transitioned
into and out of the desert they panicked and
reacted in disarray.

We all experience transitions in our
lives. It could be changing schools, moving
to a new community, getting married or
starting a new job. These are challenging
periods. The lesson we can learn from the
transitional years in the desert is to be care-
ful to prepare for these changes. To do all
we can to refrain from allowing changes in
our routine to create instability in our lives.
May we be successful in navigating through
all challenging periods and may such tran-
sitions be smooth and successful!.

Place: Bayit Vagan, Jerusalem.
Cost: NIS 750.

For women only!

Come to learn the art of healing and relieving
pain with cupping and micro bloodletting.
For English/Hebrew speakers.

Theory - safety and demonstration by llan Horowitz, graduate of
the New England School of Acupuncture — Boston (1983).
Practice with Milka Horowitz and female assistant.

Date: July 25,2023 (7 Av 5783). Time: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM.

For more information and registration, please call 04-6600390.
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SMILES

Actual
Accounting

The Staff of Aesculapiusor the askle-
pian,is a serpent-entwined rod wielded
by the Greek deity associated with healing
and medicine. In modern times, it is the
predominant symbol for medicine and
health care. We have its source in parashat
Chukat, where we find the Jewish people
feeling discouraged and complaining about
the manna. Hashem sends fiery serpents
against Am Yisrael, and when the snakes
begin biting them, many die. The people
come to Moshe with remorse and beg him
to pray for them. Hashem instructs Moshe
Rabbeinu to place a copper serpent on top
of a pole - when those who were bitten
would look up at it, they would live. (Bamid-
bar 21;5-9) The parshanim are troubled as to
why there was a need to make this serpent.
After all, it seems the Jews had already done
teshuvah by admitting their sin! What was

&) avatlablo on Amazon  GTA[LLY
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e 14
- story with the
L littles you lovel
Yy -
A« olfy
vivid 48 page picture

book for ages &-%
Parfact for English learners! mm‘mﬂm@

40 TORAH TIDBITS 1521/ CHUKAT

Faculty, OU Israel Center

the purpose of this representational figure?
Chazal (Rosh Hashanah 29a) understand
that its purpose was to further deepen the
teshuvah process initiated by the people.
By gazing at the serpent displayed over-
head, they were directed to look toward the
heavens and commit themselves more fully
in the service of Hashem. The symbolic
nature helped them internalize the import-
ant lesson that snake venom does not kill,
rather, it is sin that forms the consequence.
A fascinating insight into this episode is
foundin the writings of the Chatam Sofer. He
explains that when the Jews asked Hashem
to remove the snakes, they were asking to
remove the primordial snake from within
them. They wanted Hashem to take away
their yetzer hara so they would not come to
sin repeatedly. Hashem’s response was the
directive to make a snake and raise it on a
staff, thus teaching the people the secret in
overcoming the yetzer hara. To avoid sin,
one must look it in the eye and identify the
allure. Only when we determine the pitfalls
and understand the ramifications of our
actions, can we come to dedicate ourselves
completely to the Will of Hashem.
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Pinchus Klahr, MD
Rheumatology

US Board Certified / Misrad HaBriut recognized specialist
in all Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain
Conscientious “American style” Care
Conveniently located at
Refa Na Medical Center. Givat Shaul, Jerusalem

052-713-2224

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health Centerinras 02-970-1100

Rav Kaufman in Mishchat Shemen sees a
continuation of this theme toward the end
of the parashah where we learn of the war
against Sichon and Og. It is noted in Sefer
Iyun Tefilah, that Dovid Hamelech refer-
ences this war twice in the Hallel Hagadol.
“Ve’natan artzam le’nachalah ... nachalah
le’Yisrael avdo - And [He] presented the
land as a heritage ... a heritage for Israel
His servant.” (Tehillim 136;21-22) What is
the meaning of the dual allusion? Hashem
forbade Am Yisrael from doing battle with
Amon and Moav so He first gave their land
to Sichon. Once Sichon was in possession of
those lands, the Jews were able to conquer
it and subsequently rule the territory orig-
inally belonging to Amon and Moav. One
can imagine how proud Sichon must have
felt in his victory over Amon and Moav. Yet,
it was short lived, as he was only a pawn in
the Hand of Hashem.

“Al ken yomru ha’moshlim, Bo’u Cheshbon
tibaneh ve’tikonen ir Sichon — The minstrels
therefore say: Come to Cheshbon! Let
Sichon’s city be built and established.”
(Bamidbar 21;27) Chazal teach us here to do
an accounting, a cheshbon of the world. Rec-
ognize and ascertain what motivates our
choices and decisions. As we strive to live
in accordance with what Hashem wants
from us, we can hope to take part in Hash-
em’s master plan for only good things. m
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Reb Yanki Tauber related a ma’aseh, a
story about the Lubavitcher Rebbe:

A group of highschool students once
came to see the Rebbe. The students had
each prepared a question, which they posed
to the Rebbe in the course of their meeting
together. The Rebbe fielded an array of
questions on faith, philosophy and modern
Jewish life. At the very end of the meeting,
one student raised his hand and with inno-
cent audacity asked, “People say that you
have supernatural powers... Is this true? Do
you have the ability to perform miracles?”

“The ability to work miracles is not
confined to a select group of individuals,”
replied the Rebbe, “but is within reach of
each and every one of us. We each possess a
soul that is a spark of Godliness. So we each
have the power to transcend the limitations
imposed upon us by our physical natures,
no matter how formidable they may seem.
To demonstrate this to you, I will now per-
form a miracle.” An audible gasp swept
through the group.

The Rebbe then scanned the room, mak-
ing eye contact for a brief moment with
each of the young people gathered around
his desk. With a smile and serious tone,
he continued, “Each and every one of us
in this room will now resolve to improve
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himself in one specific area. You will each
choose an aspect of your personal life, char-
acter development, mitzvah observance or
commitment to bettering the wellbeing of
others. It will be some improvement that
you recognize as necessary, but until now
you have perceived it as being beyond your
ability to accomplish.

“I bless you to succeed, and prove to
yourselves that the neshamah indeed has
the power to overcome the guf (body), this
natural physical ‘reality’ within which we
are accustomed to living. That will certainly
be a miracle of note.”

This week will mark Gimel Tammuz,
the yahrtzeit of Rebbe Menachem Men-
del Schneersohn, zy’a. An indefatigable
leader overseeing a worldwide network
of shlichus, the Rebbe was a tzadik, a gadol
baTorah, a commander in chief, a nasi, a
revolutionary, and a spiritual entrepreneur.
Considering it his responsibility to nourish
and lift up every Jewish soul in the world,
he was the great baal achrayus, leader of
his generation. From Chabad-Lubavitch
World Headquarters at 770 Eastern Park-
way in Crown Heights, the Rebbe engaged
in advancing the depths of Torah insight
and scholarship (there are more than 400
volumes of the Rebbe’s Torah in print), to
sharing advice, insight and blessings with
countless individuals across the world.

And there were open miracles. A pow-
erful flow of yeshuos manifested and



continues to manifest blessings of success,
healing, fertility, parnassah and rescue
from danger. Miracles were ‘performed’ at
weekly distributions of tzedakah dollars,
during ‘kos shel bracha’ events following
Yamim Tovim, through spoken blessings,
prophetic advice, written responses to let-
ters, and prayer-requests that he brought to
‘the Ohel’, the resting place of his father in
law, the Previous Rebbe. Indeed, multiple
volumes of indisputable, tangible miracu-
lous wonders have been recorded.

The Rebbe’s ability to see the big-picture,
to peer into the future, and to understand
the inner, hidden world, seemed to focus
the power of his blessings and prayers
into fulfillment of needs that the receivers
had not even known about. He was an
embodiment of the concept of M) 7Y
D”’pPn N“apm, A tzadik makes a decree,
and Hashem follows it.

All of this, however, misses the much
more significant, and ‘miraculous’ aspect
of the Rebbe’s impact. As Reb Menachem
Mendel of Kotzk said, “There are rebbes
who are so great that they can revive the
dead. But really, reviving the dead is God’s
business. The mark of a true Rebbe is one
whois able to revive the living...” Over more
than halfa century of dedication to the men,

women and children of Klal Yisrael, and all
humanity, the Rebbe was b”’nn n°’NN —he
‘resurrected the living’, often just through
pointedly expressing his indefatigable
optimism and faith in humanity, and his
constant and persistent focus on the good.

The Rebbe embodied a superhuman,
miraculous dedication to others, and
continues today to urge and empower us
to confidently awaken the Divine spark
within and activate our Godly souls.

After sharing Torah thoughts, a maamar
discourse or a public address, the Rebbe
encouraged all to put the ideas discussed
into action. Holy inspiration and awak-
ening must be drawn down into vessels.
In Chabad, a hachlata is a resolution, a
conscious decision, to outwardly manifest
one's intentions for improvement and
accomplishment.

This Gimmel Tamuz, in the spirit and
merit of the Rebbe, let us make a hachlata;
choose an aspect of our life, some necessary
improvement, and even if it seems beyond
our ability, may we do it and be successful.
Let us live with the Rebbe’s example of
optimism, faith and courageous action, and
may we see open miracles in our own lives
and the lives of all Israel.

Get the Best of Both Worlds

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

cat 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il - www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

In our sedra this week, Parshat Chukat,
the Torah recalls the song of thanks that the
Jewish people sang in appreciation for the
well which appeared in the dessert which
supplied them with ample water to drink.
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Then Yisrael sang this song- To the well,
we called out! Well that the princes dug, that
the noble ones excavated, carved out with
their staffs, a gift from the wilderness...

Rashi, explains our verse-B'eer Chafaruha
Sarim- Well that the princes dug- to mean-
this is the well that Moshe and Aharon dug.

The Arizal suggested that the first letters
of the first few words of our verse - B'eer
Chafaruha Sarim, Karuha - spell out an
acronym comprising the word B'Choshech
- In darkness.

The Yesod HaAvodah, the first
Slonimer Rebbe z'ya, explains the words
of the Arizal as teaching us a very import-
ant, and eternally relevant message.When
a Jew experiences times of darkness, when

Desperately seeking loving home
for 2 adorable cats (brothers)
6 yrs old « shots - fixed - INDOOR - clean
So loving! You will adore them!
(all 053.315.4045 for pictures

Refuah Shleima to
Menachem Benzion ben Shulamit

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

we might be struggling to find joy or fulfill-
ment in our Avodat Hashem, then we should
emulate Moshe and Aharon and "dig wells."
In times of despair or in times when we feel
disconnected or uninspired, we should dig
deep and delve into and immerse ourselves
in limud torah, until we find and experience
once again the life-giving water that is the
Torah HaKedosha.

May each of us be blessed with the
strength and fortitude to "dig wells," to find
the spiritual sustenance we need through
the proverbial waters of life inherent
within the Torah HaKedosha. m

Plannning on doing
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Real Life Rescues

Woman Saved by EMT and Paramedic
After Life-Threatening Post-Gym
Allergic Reaction

On a recent Monday afternoon in Afula, a
30-year-old woman exited the gym only to come
into contact with a substance she was severely
allergic to. Within moments, she experienced
an alarming allergic reaction, resulting in facial
swelling, eye inflammation, and difficulty
breathing. Medical services received a call
for help from the scene and sent out alerts to
medical teams.

Roman Bondarenko, a United Hatzalah
volunteer EMT happened to be nearby when
his proximity alert went off, notifying him of the
unfolding emergency. Racing to his car, Roman
swiftly maneuvered through traffic, making his
way to the scene to help.

Upon his arrival, he met Shmuel Shaulzon, a
United Hatzalah volunteer paramedic, who had
also responded to the distress call. Together,
the two volunteers assessed the situation and
discovered the woman struggling to breathe,
her face and lips swollen from the severe
allergic reaction. The clock was ticking, and
every second counted.

Realizing the gravity of the woman’s condition,
Roman and Shmuel immediately sprang into
action. The pair administered an EpiPen
injection, a life-saving tool designed to
counteract severe allergic reactions. After the
injection, the woman’s symptoms began to
disappear quickly. With each passing minute,
her facial swelling and eye inflammation
began to subside, and her breathing returned
to normal. Several minutes later, an intensive
care ambulance arrived and evacuated her
to the nearby hospital for further care and
medical checks.
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In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m,
completely renovated, underfloor heating +
a/c, large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small
luxurious building with character, alone
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations,
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m,
parking, store-room

5750000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor
+ elevator, renovated by architect, fireplace, a/c,
very central, close to all amenities

MENDEL 052-8980111

TALBIEH - 3 rooms, 80m, 2nd floor + elevator,
completely renovated, wall cabinets, electrical
appliance, A/C, 2 bathrooms, storage-room,
immediate, lease

2690000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111

ADAM st. close to Arnona Hatzeira, in a step
building, very spacious 5 rooms + terrace, 40m,
open view, renovated, private entrance, quiet,
potential of adding extra unit, 3450000 nis

MICHAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA - 3 rooms, that will be transformed
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room,
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS
MICHAEL 052-3202488

BAKA a stunning 3 story house on a quiet and
pastoral cul-de-sac, very high end designed,
swimming-pool, large wrap around garden,
parking

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse,
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace /
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces,
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated,
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488
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Do Histo (
Affect Redemption?

& Global Warfare

As our nation neared the doorstep of
Israel, major regional wars erupted in the
East bank of the Jordan river. The Torah
doesn’t provide the actual timelines of these
conflicts in relation to our arrival, but it
does juxtapose these battles to our entrance
into Israel. Evidently, these wars were part
of the larger divine choreography of Jewish
history.

During the war, fierce battles were waged
between Moav and a branch of Emori com-
manded by Sichon, a despotic king who
was also a mighty warrior. When Sichon's
forces trounced Moav, they captured huge
tracts of land, including a major metropolis
called Cheshbon. This was no small skir-
mish, but a major regional military confla-
gration which profoundly shaped Jewish
history.

Who Will Win?

To the naked eye, these wars seemed
completely unrelated to Jewish history.
However, to the prophetic eye, these battles
held great consequences. As Moav were
our long-lost cousins, descended from Avra-
ham's nephew Lot, we were barred from
any aggression toward them. Had Moav
prevailed in their war with Sichon and
retained their lands, the territory would
have remained, effectively, "off limits" to
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Jewish history.

There were no such restrictions govern-
ing the Emori. Though they didn’t inhabit
Israel proper, and were halachically
allowed to remain in their lands, culturally,
they were part of a larger Canaanite society
whose barbaric and idolatrous behavior
hindered the advance of monotheism in
the region. Sichon's victory over Moav and
the resulting land concessions, opened the
doors for our own conquest of these lands.
Though Jewish presence in the East Bank of
the Jordan river always fluctuated, one day,
these tracts of land will be part of Greater
Israel. The wars between Sichon and Moav
were not incidental. History was conspiring
to advance Jewish redemption. You just
need the proper lens to recognize it.

Synchronicity

We distill and propel human history and
as we march to Yerushalayim humanity
also advances its ideal historical reality.
Consequently, the arc of human history
must veer toward the trajectory of Jewish
redemption. During gallus, when we were
sidelined from history, these two arcs were
disconnected. However, as Jewish redemp-
tion awakens, the synchronicity between
human history and Jewish redemption
becomes more obvious. So it was 3300



years ago in the plains of Moav, and so it
has been over the past 400 years in Western
civilization at large.

Redemption doesn’t occur in a his-
torical vacuum and, certainly, our final
redemption, which will rehabilitate all of
humanity, didn’t develop on the sidelines
of history. Several major revolutions of the
past four centuries paved our road back to
Yerushalayim.

Democracy

Daily, after praying for our return to
Yerushalayim, we pray for the restoration
of "just” leaders and for ethical systems of
government. One day, Moshiach will install
a moral and benevolent monarchy, regu-
lated by the fear of Heaven. Until that day,
however, our return to the city of justice
must be founded upon an ethical political
system. Historically, monarchies perpetu-
ated class inequality and repressed human
freedom. The world hadn't yet developed a
moral political system which could brace
our return to Israel. Humanity hadn’t yet
imagined democracy.

Gradually, by the 18" century, after
centuries of human suffering, humanity
replaced oppressive monarchies with just
and equitable democracies. We were now
equipped with a relatively fair and moral
political system to assure an ethical return
to sovereignty. One day, a king named
Moshiach will arrive, but until that day we
must employ democracy to rebuild the city
of justice.

Colonialism

As we left Yerushalayim for exile we
were divinely sworn not to attempt a mil-
itarily uprising, but instead, to patiently
await a peaceful return to our Homeland.

Throughout history, this oath presented an
insurmountable barrier to our return to
Israel. No ruler of this hotly contested land
would willingly cede it back to us and we
couldn’t military recover it. We were dead-
ended into waiting for Moshiach.

Beginning in the 16" century, Europe
began to colonize much of the underde-
veloped third world. Beginning in the
late 19™ and early 20™ centuries, it slowly
became evident to the colonial powers that
sovereignty must be restored to local ethnic
populations. This opened the door to an
internationally authorized Jewish return to
Yerushalayim without any Jewish military
aggression. In 1917, the Balfour declara-
tion invited us to walk through the door
of history without violating our historical
oaths. Without Colonialism, we would still
be barred by oaths prohibiting an armed
revolution.

Pax Americana

During the same period that Colonialism
was fading, the United States was emerg-
ing as a dominant global superpower.
Industrialism, Capitalism, America's role in
WWI, WWII and the defeat of Communism
secured America's role as the preeminent
international superpower, which enjoyed
widespread diplomatic and cultural influ-
ence. US support for Israel, especially during
the early years of our fledgling state was
invaluable to our survival. The Declaration
of Independence of 1776 in Philadelphia
enabled the Declaration of Independence
in Yerushalayim in 1948. Once again, world
history was aligning with Jewish history.

Nationalism

As organized religion collapsed during
the 19 century, national identity began to
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dominate human consciousness. For the
first time, people identified more with their
state and their national heritage, and less
with their religious affiliation. Inspired by
this surge of Nationalism, Jews began to
think of their own nationhood, land, and
ethnic identity even though, unfortunately,
many were abandoning classic religious
behavior. The rise of worldwide National-
ism ignited the rise of Jewish Nationalism,
drawing millions of Jews back home.

Redemption doesn’t occur in a historical
vacuum. The wars in Moav were necessary
for our advance into Israel. Similarly, the
rise of Democracy, the advent of Colonial-
ism, the emergence of the United States as a
world power and the popularity of Nation-
alism were all crucial in returning Hash-
em's people to their chosen Homeland.

Cultural Demolition & Reconstruction

Though history, in general, facilitates
redemption, wars in particular, unlock
hidden redemptive potential'. Hashem
prefers a world of peace and harmony,
and wars represent historical malfunction.
Great wars follow severe cultural deteriora-
tion. When decayed values become deeply
embedded, society collapses into war.
Wars expose moral corruption and social
decomposition.

These cultural voids which appear in the
wake of wars, require Jewish redemption
to restore moral spirit, and to repair the
fallen and contaminated human condition.
The horrific wars of the twentieth century
exposed the moral and religious decay of
European culture. Around the turn of the

1. See Rav Kook, Orot, Orot Mei'ofel, The
War, parts 5,8,9.
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20" century, European capitals such as
Paris, Barcelona and Vienna brimmed with
bright optimism that a modern cosmopoli-
tan Europe driven by democracy, tolerance,
capitalism, science and culture would no
longer experience war and hatred. Yet, as
this culture was godless and constructed
upon secular values, it slowly degener-
ated into the dark doctrines of hatred and
fear, leading to both horrible wars and to
appalling genocides which took the lives of
hundreds of millions. The wars and mass
executions of the 20™ century laid bare the
moral hollowness of the modern world.
The resulting moral void desperately cried
out for spirit, and for God.

Within this moral vacuum we were
invited back to Yerushalayim, to repair
the moral diseases of the 20® century and
to bring Hashem back to our world. Great
wars leave voids and redemptive potential
is unleashed. m
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"Deb's Retreat” country house
-4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms

- Large fenced-in swimming
pool, complete privacy

-A quiet, calm, and relaxed
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Licensed in Israel
N & America
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Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793-2222

office@hoamhomes.com

Scan to subscnbe to

Spectacular Penthouse in Old Katamon *

PROPERTY HIGHLIGHTS:

+ 5.5 rooms on the 2 floor

+ Total area of 140 sqm

+ Unique, one-of-a-kind design

+ Authentic and well-preserved building

+ High ceilings and abundant natural light

+ Panoramic view of Jerusalem from the
roof terrace

+ Sukkah balcony and spacious rooms

+ Mamad (sealed room) included

+ Tranquil and peaceful location

+ Close proximity to the Jerusalem
Theater, Emek Refaim, Stiebelach,
cafes, parks, and more

D

Tal clean-specialist in cleaning and disinfecting
carpets or sofas, mattresses, automobile and polishy

050-4455975
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

The connection between the story of
Yiftach and this week’s parsha seems to be
quite obvious. Parshat Chukat describes
the conquest of the land of Sichon HaE-
mori.The land originally belonged to Moav
and Ammon and through military efforts,
Sichon conquered this land. Seeking direct
passage into Eretz Yisrael, the Jewish peo-
ple asked to cross through the Emorite land,
NHYIND DN NTYI NI ND JYINI NN
19723 12IIUX TY 723 9990 9772 W20
Let me pass through your country. We will
not turn off into fields or vineyards, and we
will not drink water from wells.We will fol-
low the king’s highway until we have crossed
your territory. Not only did the Emoraim
refuse to let Bnei Yisrael pass through, they
came out and attacked them. Bnei Yisrael
were victorious and ultimately the tribes of
Reuven, Gad and half of Menashe settled in
these lands.

In our Haftorah, this incident comes back
to haunt Bnei Yisrael. Ammon accuses the
Jewish people of robbing them of their
land. Yiftach repeats the story almost word
for word in our parsha, recounting how the
disputed land was actually first conquered
from the Ammon nation by Sichon. After
requesting safe passage, the Jewish people
defended themselves and were ultimately
victorious and acquired Sichon’s land.
There was no cause for Ammon’s threat
and ultimate battle as the Jewish people
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BY REBBETZIN DR.
ADINA SHMIDMAN

had legitimate claims to the land.

However, upon closer analysis, the two
stories don’t align as neatly as it seems
upon first glance. Yiftach recounts an
exchange that precedes the battle with
Sichon. He shares that first Bnei Yisrael
asked the nations of Edom and Moav to
pass through their lands. However, when
looking at the narrative presented in the
Torah, it doesn’t mention Moav - not in
the Bamidbar account nor the Devarim
account. How could this be? Could Yiftach
have embellished the story when speaking
to the nation of Ammon?

The Abarbanel offers a profound insight
that applies not only to this incident but
across the entire cannon of our holy
sefarim. He suggests that 952 MmN nn Yo
wTPN MI2 12D RPN, the entire Torah
and the words of all the Neviim were written
with the Divine spirit, b’ruach haKodesh. At
times the Divine truth is not obvious. The
prophets were provided with the Dvar
Hashem so that we might know the ulti-
mate, if hidden, truth. We do not have this
advantage nowadays and must therefore
recognize that perhaps there is a deeper
truth needed to understand the events of
the day. Even though this truth is unknown
to us we must retain faith. m

Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman is the founding
director of the Orthodox Union Women’s
Initiative and the rebbetzin of the Lower Merion
Synagogue in Bala Cynwyd, PA.
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

Discovering Our Freedom:
The Full Israel Life

In the nation at large, all desire for living
of life - the life of the individual and the com-
munity - all hope of redemption flows only
from from this spring of life, in order to live
full Israelite life without contradiction and
constriction - and this is the desire for the
Land of Israel, the holy soil, the Land of God.
(Eretz Chefetz 5:4) (Naor translation)

We don't often associate religious life
with freedom and liberty. Regulated rou-
tine and regiment are the cornerstones of
Jewish life.

Rav Kook, however, throughout his
writings, continually celebrates the value
of freedom and insists that this value is
essential to the Jewish experience. In order
to understand the unique approach of Rav
Kook, we turn to his often quoted comments
regarding Chag Cheruteinu - the Festival of
Freedom. Rav Kook reformulates for us the
definition of what it means to be a slave.

Rav Kook teaches that the difference
between a slave and a free person is not
merely a matter of social position. We can
find an enlightened slave whose spirit is
free, and a free man with the mentality of a
slave. True freedom is that uplifted spirit by
which the individual - as well as the nation
as a whole - is inspired to remain faithful to
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his inner essence, to that spiritual attribute
of the Divine image within him. It is that
quality which enables us to feel that our life
has value and meaning.

A person with a slave mentality lives his
life and harbors emotions that are rooted,
not in his essential spiritual nature, but in
that which is attractive and good in the eyes
of others. In this way, he is ruled by others,
whether physically or by social convention.

Vanquished in exile, we were oppressed
for hundreds of years by cruel masters.
When we return to the Land, when we live
again amongst our people and in a culture
whose underpinnings are Torah values, we
free ourselves - we can be free in our very
essence.

(Adapted from Ma’amerei HaRe’iyah, ‘Cel-
ebrations of the Soul’ pp. 141-143)

Asur Means To Be Imprisoned

Rav Moshe Shapiro zt”], one of the emi-
nent Torah teachers of Jerusalem, discusses
the concept of sin and the Hebrew term
associated with it: Assur. The word for
imprisonment, maasar, stems from the
same root as assur (We are familiar with
this term for the morning brachot, ‘matir
asurimv’). At first glance, it is difficult to see
how imprisonment, maasar, is connected



with the concept of something being prohib-
ited. Furthermore, the word, assur, literally
means “tied” (to something). How does this
come to mean “prohibition”? The answer
to both questions is that a person who does
something that is prohibited, assur, ceases
to be free. He becomes enslaved to the pro-
hibited act that he has committed. The con-
cept of assur, tied, underscores that we are
being enslaved by an existence that should
not be our natural existence (The Choice to
Believe, Feldman, pp. 301-302).

Free Bird

A discussion ensues in tractate Shabbat
regarding catching a bird and the prohibi-
tion of the hunting/capturing of an animal
on Shabbat. The Talmud says that even
when it is directed into a house it remains
free: “We are dealing with a “free bird”
(a sparrow), because it does not accept
authority.” The bird is not intimidated and
evades capture even in a house. “As the
school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: Why is it
called a free bird [tzippor dror]? Because it
dwells [dara] in a house as it does in a field”
(Shabbat 106b).

Rav Kook, in his inimitable style, offers
an exquisite lesson from a seemingly “dry”
halachic text.

The bird symbolically represents man’s
quest for freedom in this world. When one
retains their unique ideals and aspirations
even when they are boxed in “by a house”,
by some external force that seeks to subdue
its flight, the free person is able to continue
his quest and he refuses to be hindered by
any other force.

It is for this reason, says Rav Kook, that in
our rituals and prayers we continually har-
ken back to yitziat mitzrayim, the exodus

from Egypt. This event remains an everlast-
ing symbol of our pursuit of freedom - to
remain true to ourselves and our ambitions
(Ain Aya, Shabbat Vol. 2, p. 274-275).
Charut is Cherut

Our true essence is pure and good. We
need only to know it well and then we will
naturally pursue the right path. This says
Rav Kook is the meaning of the well known
teaching in the mishna which interprets the
verse describing the writing of the Ten Com-
mandments on the tablets of stone (Shemot
32:16). The Torah describes its letters being
written as charut - which means chiseled
into the stones. The sages comment that the
word can also be read as cherut - freedom
(Avot 6:2). Freedom is a byproduct of living
life in accordance with the inclination for
good and for the holy that is etched into the
soul of a Jew. (Ibid. p. 275)

The Exalted Feeling of Freedom Teshuva

One of the novel contributions of Rav
Kook’s in his writings about teshuva is
how repentance is a process that is freeing,
untethering and empowering. The follow-
ing excerpt from ‘Orot Hateshuva’ high-
lights that the delight of liberty and freedom
are achieved with the act of teshuva:

“As the divine illumination grows in him,
he is liberated from every servitude to the
alien forces that have come to dominate
him. The whole community, too, when it is
ready to experience the desire for teshuva,
is at once liberated, through the divine illu-
mination that exerts its influence upon it
as a concomitant of the desire for teshuva.”
(Orot HaTeshuva 15:9) m

Refuah Shleima to Yisrael Ben Leah
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Question: As the gabbai in an Ashkenazi
shul, I recently called up for an aliya a guest
who asked if he could lain his aliya. I told
him no, and he looked surprised/disap-
pointed. Did I do the right thing?

Answer: All agree that in the gemara’s
time, the oleh read the Torah aloud for the
tzibbur. In fact in Tannaic times when only
the first aliya had an opening beracha and
the last one had an ending beracha (Megilla
21b), all the middle olim did was read the
Torah. The Rambam (Tefilla 12:5) also
describes kri’at haTorah as the olim doing
the laining.

Other Rishonim, though, report a minhag
that a ba’al korei lains, whereas the oleh
makes the berachot and reads along quietly
(Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 141:2).
Tosafot (Megilla 21b) and the Ran (Megilla
12a to the Rif’s pages) explain the minhag
as instituted to not embarrass one who
does not know how to lain (at least, without
preparation).

The Rosh (Megilla 3:1) presents Tal-
mudic precedent of lowering individual
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participation to avoid embarrassment
for the less skilled. Those people bringing
bikkurim who knew how to, used to make
the bikkurim declaration alone, whereas
those who did not know, had it recited
before them; to not embarrass those who
needed help, it was instituted that everyone
would do it with help. We see from the
Rosh’s comparison that our minhag that
it is not just that the oleh does not need to
lain but that he specifically should not do
s0. A similar post-Talmudic minhag is that
a chatan does not recite the berachot under
his chupa, which, according to the Orchot
Chayim (Kiddushin 21) is so that those who
cannot recite them fluently will not be
embarrassed.

The Rosh did not think we can learn
from bikkurim to aliyot. There, an embar-
rassed person might abrogate his obliga-
tion to bring bikkurim, whereas here, we
can let him choose between improving his
reading ability and not getting aliyot. The
Rosh’s reason for the takana is to prevent a
situation where one claims proficiency in
laining he does not possess, thereby caus-
ing the tzibbur to have an improper kri’at
haTorah. If we leave the choice of which
olim can lain up to the tzibbur, it will likely
cause fighting.

The Rama (OC 140:1) presents the min-
hag as a fact, but while the Beit Yosef (OC
141) discusses it, in the Shulchan Aruch (OC
141:2) he describes, as apparent co-equals,
the possibility of the ba’al korei or the oleh
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reading aloud. The very broad Ashkenazi
practice is to not allow the oleh to lain for
himself. Sephardi practice is more fluid;
many Sephardi batei knesset allow profi-
cient lainers (regarding whom the Rosh’s
main problem does not apply) to read their
own aliya (see Yalkut Yosef, OC 141:(24);
Orchot Yosher I, OC 7). The Rambam-fol-
lowing Teimani community consistently
has the olim read for the tzibbur.

If your oleh was Ashkenazi, there is
nothing to discuss; if he did not know the
halacha, he can be taught it. What if: the
oleh is Sephardi, you know he can read
well (and either the shul leaves laining style
to the ba’al korei or he knows how to read
the tzibbur’'s way), and the ba’al korei, who
spent time preparing, does not mind? Since
even among Sephardim, an oleh gener-
ally does not read, he cannot ask to be an
exception in a shul whose policy is to not
allow exceptions. (There are exceptions,
e.g., Simchat Torah, bar mitzva boys who
read only maftir, and when the person who
is anyway laining gets an aliya. However,
these are exceptions based on case, not on
the person; the latter is what causes embar-
rassment or fighting.)

What about for Teimanim, for whom the
olel’s reading is fundamental and consis-
tent? Is the tzibbur’s or the oleh’s minhag
the determinant? In our response (Matot
Masei 5777) about an avel whose ruling is
to be chazan on Rosh Chodesh, whereas
the shul's minhag is that he should not, we

posited that the determinant is if the min-
hag addresses the concern of the individual
or the community. In this case, the Rosh
and Tosafot agree that the concern is for
the community. Therefore, you correctly
followed the shul's Ashkenazi ruling.

Having a dispute?

9 For a Din Torah in English or
= 1 Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
Al
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Ao Ry @
Efrat and Gush Etzion

www.angelrealty.co.il
For Sale in Efrat
Zayit: * 300 meter cottage, 10
rooms, located bottom of Pitum
Haketoret St. 4,990,000 NIS
* 5 room apt. 130m, 2,690,000 NIS
*The Village — 8 room cottage,
4,700,000 NIS
Dagan: * 5 room apt. 140m,
2,750,000 NIS
Rimon: * Stunning semi attached
home. On a plot of 430m! 7.5
rooms, fully renovated. 4.7 Million
For Sale in Alon Shvut:
* 5 room apt. 150m, 2,300,000 NIS
*200m duplex, 7 rooms. 2.65 Million
Gabi- 0524588716
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Working in Vineyards in
Israel and Abroad - Kilel
HaKerem, Part 1

QUESTION

I live in the United States, I study wine-
making and viticulture at the university
here and I have some questions concerning
my situation.

A Am1 allowed to work in a winery that
makes non-kosher wine (not kosher, mean-
ing just stam yeinam)?

B Is it permissible to work in the vine-
yard of such awinery? And what should I be
careful of when working in the vineyard?

C It is customary here in the region to
sow between the rows (there are certain
areas where cover crops are planted right
under the vines themselves) all kinds of
seeds such as clover, rye, etc. as nitrogen
binders. Am I allowed to actually do the
sowing myself? Does kilei hakerem apply
to vineyards outside of Israel? Does it apply
in a vineyard belonging to a non-Jew? Is it
considered kilei hakerem before flowering
occurs (usually in the middle of the grow-
ing season they mow everything over)?

ANSWER

A Today, stam yeinam, wine handled by
a non-Jew, is forbidden for eating and not
for benefit (hana'ah). So, from a halachic
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perspective, as long as you don't drink the
wine, it is not prohibited. That is, you may
work in such a winery but abstain from
drinking the wine. While there are opin-
ions that forbid buying and trading with
such wine (Shulchan Aruch YD 123:1), the
Rama (ibid.) is lenient even in the case of
actual trade; he was not concerned that
one would come to drink or eat it, and
therefore as long as the work does not
involve tasting the wine, it is possible to
be lenient.

B Regarding working in the vineyard of
such a winery, there is no problem. How-
ever, kilei hakerem does apply in vineyards
outside of Israel. This may be a problem, as
we will discuss next week. |

One person’s trash is another
person’s treasure...

We buy old sifrei kodesh, judaica

gold, silver, coins, collectables,

banknotes, antiques and more...

N

Ran: 054-5561223
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Border of the German Colony, a unique high ceiling
165 sgm 4 beds apt. with private parking and
elevator.

3,200,000

Rasko, Tehernichovsky St. A 100 sqm, 3 beds apt.
Facing a beautiful view. Ist floor. 3 full exposures.
Balcony. Great potential. Needs renovation.
3,900,000 M

Old Katamon, Palmach St. In a new Tama building,
100 sgqm, 3 beds, with a 10 sgm Sukkah balcony. High
standard renovation. Private storage. Ready: Aug-23.
3,950,000 &

Rechavia, KKL 5t. exclusive complex, 2 bed apt.
Including indoor pool, and 24 hr security. Parking
and storage.

3,100,000 @

Ramat Beit Hakerem, Talma St. 80 sqm apt. 2 beds
+ 2 baths. Master suite, Sukkah balcony, elevator,
private storage, spacious parking. 3 exposures.

Ruth Abrahami - 054-8070677

Shabbos Bistro £
Premium delicious shabbes meals 6"
Openning hours:
Thursday 12 pm-2am
Friday 8am-3pm

02-9964469 | (&) 054-8777347
Iben Shafrut 5, Rehavia, Jerusalem

Are You Looking
To Sell Your Large Property
(Over 250 sqm) in
Ba'aka/Old-Katamon/Rechavia?

Contact Us Today!

LARGE PROPERTIES THAT WE HAVE
RECENTLY SOLD IN THE AREA:

Unique Pivate Villa in the Heart of Baka

500 sqm Fully Renovated Private Villa

Luxurious Duplex Penthouse in Bustan Ba'aka
Over 300 sqm

Historical Duplex Apartment
Originally owned by the Interior minister of Israel
Located in Rechavia, 148 sqm + 90 sqm basement with windows

Yitzchak Kowalsky
\, 054-766-0338
[ Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
@ www.yykrealestate.com
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Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

’ WEITZMAN

Last time we saw that Rabbi Meir Simcha
of Dvinsk was adamant that a woman would
never have to perform a pidyon haben twice.
Therefore, in the case of a woman born
with two uteruses, a condition called uterus
didelphys, the first-born son would require a
pidyon haben. However, even if the woman
would subsequently deliver a baby from
the "other" uterus, the child would not be
required to undergo pidyon haben.

We can understand the logic of this posi-
tion, since the obligation of pidyon haben
is that the first-born son is to be redeemed.
There is no classic halachic discussion as to
where the pregnancy developed and, there-
fore, this has no bearing on the halachic obli-
gation. Since the woman already had one
first-born, any other sons cannot be claimed
to be the "first-born".

But, as we saw last time, Rabbi Yonatan
Eibeshutz cited a Midrashic source that
Yocheved redeemed Moshe, even though
she had previous children. After giving birth
to Aharon and Miriam, she was rejuvenated,
and she reverted back to her pre-birth state.
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While this is a somewhat fanciful tale, it
appears to indicate that there are rare cases
in which the same woman would have to
perform a pidyon haben twice.

My friend, Rabbi Eitan Kupietzky, wrote
an article on this subject that appeared
in the respected medical halachic journal
Assia. He concludes the article with an inter-
esting anecdote. He heard from students of
the late posek Rabbi Yosef Shalom Elyashiv,
that a case was presented to him of a woman
with uterus didelphys, and the question was
asked regarding the obligation of her chil-
dren and pidyon haben.

Rabbi Elyashiv is reported to have ruled
that if a son was born from one uterus and
then a son was born from the other uterus,
both boys would need to undergo pidyon
haben. Rabbi Kupietzky wrote that he
corroborated this story with other people
close to Rabbi Elyashiv who reported that
there were at least two cases of women with
uterus didelphys who were instructed to
perform the double pidyon haben.

While such testimonies lack sufficient
proof and specific sources for the reported
halachic position, Rabbi Kupietzky suggests
that Rabbi Elyashiv must have taken into
account the Midrashic sources cited by
Rabbi Yonatan Eibeshutz.

This is far from a definitive halachic deci-
sion, but it is an indication that in the rare
case of uterus didelphys, there are those
who would require the first boy born from
each uterus to undergo pidyon haben.
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THIS WEEK: CAN YOU
HELP a single mother living

»

on welfare make a Bat Ty e

Mitzvah celebration forher YESH EZRA

daughter? Aot
Can you help?

e Checks:

Make out to “Yesh Ezra”
Send to: Yesh Ezra, POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem, 9136101
e Bank Transfer: Bank Mercantile (17),
Branch 642, A/C 79747843, Yesh Ezra
To obtain your tax benefit receipt, send
details by Whatsapp/emaiil.
e  Credit card:
Sara at 077-820-0196
Sunday, Monday, and Wednesday
(10:15am - 2:45pm)
e  Website: www.yeshezra.org
Click on “Donate Now”
Inquiries:
Menachem Persoff

050-570-1067
menpmp@gmail.com
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NATIONAL
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IT'S TIME FOR CHANGE

We need to finally delegitimize any
and all acts of violence against Jews
in the name of the cause called
"Palestine", and oppose any
movement of Jew-hatred that
legitimizes violence against Jews
around the world.

Join us on Sunday June 25th

ON-LINE OR IN PERSON

5:30 Israel time/10:30 am EST
Menachem Begin Heritage
Center & via Zoom

MC Avi Abelow

CEO of 12 Tribe Films Foundation
and Host of Pulse of Israel

https://pulseofisrael.com/unmasking/
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THEY HELP WITH MEDICAL EQUIPMENT.
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00H, LOOK, DADDY, WHAT? HO, IT'S...

THERE'S A SNAKE!

WHY NOT? IT"S A
PRETTY HAME FOR A
SNAKE.
BETTER THAN... SAY,
GERALD.

YES, 0K, FINE, THE
SNAKE'S CALLED SARA...

OWWW...
THAT'S NICE, HARELLL...

THE SHARE'S
CALLED SARA?
—1

AND WHAT'S THAT HOW SHOULD | KN- "HATIALA™ IS A
SNAKE CALLED, DADDY? DIFFERENT
ORGANISATION, SON,
THAT? OH, THAT'S THE THEY TEND TO THE OH, SO BERT
OLD "HATZALA” . WOUNDED... FIXES PEOPLE'S
' SYMBOL... BERT! IT'S CALLED OWWIES, AND

SARA PUTS A
PLASTER ON IT?

ABOUT TIME THEY GOT LIKE YOUR OLD MAN,

HERE, | CALLED

BUT WHY DIDN'T THEY CALL IT SARA, LI
THE OTHER ONE?

WELL, MORE LIKE & WHEELCHAIR, BUT,
BROADLY SPEAKING...

H, ANOTHER SNAKE! WHY 15 HE STICKING
00 WI-?M'SS HIS TONGUE QUT? T::’fﬁ'r"
THAT'S HOT VERY NICE... | COULD

THE 1.0.F MEDICAL OHHH... BECAUSE... HE'S \RVEI?'II:lL:DEuE.lE

CORPS MASCOT PULLING A FACE. 4 MONTY MEDICAL
IS CALLED - FOR HE'3.. HE 5 A PARR=TWHE PYTHON. \ ATTENTION..,

AREUMERT'S SAKE - MEDICAL CLOWH... _ TEN
CHEERS UP WOUNDED )
SOLDIERS...

EVEN JUST HEARING
HIS NAME MAKES THEM




BUT WHY ARE ALL
THESE SNAKES WOUND
ARDUND A STICK?

POLE, SON,

THE NORTH POLE?
OR THE SOUTH POLE?
IT STILL LDOKS LIKE
A STICK....

| ( POLE. HOT STICK...

WELL, TELL THE
SNAKE TEN POINTS
FROM SLYTHERIN

FOR GETTING UP THE

WRONG I’IZILE.,_./,J

IT*5 THE SYMBOL OF HEALING.
IT'S MOSHE'S COPPER SNAKE-STAFF THAT
HELPED US - DURING A TERRIBLE PLAGUE
OF POISONOUS SNAKES - FOCUS AGAIN ON
OUR LOYALTY TO 6-D.

AND THAT'S WHAT HEALED US, EVEN AFTER
THE VENOM HAD EWTERED OUR
BLOODSTREAM...

THE WHOLE WORLD USES THIS SYMBOL,
BECAUSE... DEEP DOWN, EVERYONE KNOWS
THAT ONLY G-D HOLDS THE KEY
T0 RECOVERY.

WHICH 5YMBOL?
MONTY OR BERT...7

TELL YOU WHAT, WHY
DON'T WE TALK ABOUT
WHERE WE ARE JUST NOW?
_______,_/

ONE SINCERELY
HOPES 50...

PLANET EARTH?

THE "SNAKE PATH" - THE
EASTERN FOOTPATH APPROACH
TO MASADA.

AS ANCIENT AS THE FORTRESS ITSELF,
IT SERVED AS THE ACCESS TRACK TO
THE TOP....

"2 KILOMETRES LONG, AND RISING TO A
HEIGHT OF 350 METRES, IT IS 50 CALLED
BECAUSE OF ITS STEEPHESS AND THE
WAY IT HORIZONTALLY WINDS ITS WAY

IT WAS REDISCOVERED IN 1942 BY THE
“WORKING YOUTH” GROUP, RE-MAPPED
BY A TEAM OF ARCHEDLOGISTS IN 1953... 4

UP THE CLIFF FACE.

...AND SINCE RENNOVATED, WITH DVER 90
STAIRS, FOR THE SAFE USE OF MODERN-DAY

HIKERS AND TOURISTS...

WELL, IF YOU'RE ON
“LECTURE-MODE" | KNOW
YOU'RE OK...

WELL, IFIT'S
S0 SAFE - WHY
D0 WE NEED ALL

AH... WELL, | VALIANTLY DECIDED
Il] TACKLE THE SNAKE PATH
TODAY...

I BRA(ED' MYSELF FOR THE
CHALLENGE, | KNEW MASADA IS NO
PLACE FOR THE FAINT-0F-HEART,
| KNEW THERE'D BE HARDSHIP
AHEAD...
BUT | FEARED NOT... GOT QUT OF

TIIE CAR...

WELL, WHAT
HAPPENED?

f I... MAY HAVE... WELL, WELL,
AHEM... TRAPPED MY THE PERILS OF
FINGER IN THE THE SHAKE PATH

GLOVE COMPARTMENT...

KHOW NO BOUNDS...

HOWEVER
SHALL WE
TREAT THIS?

A PLASTER!
HOW CAN | EVER
EXPRESS MY TREMENDOUS
GRATITUDE AND
APPRECIATION?

BYE, BERT AND
MONTY!

DADDY SAYS
YOU'RE ALL

UP THE POLE! |
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Speaking To A Rock

We are taught in Parshat Chukat that
Moshe Rabbeinu wasn't allowed to enter
Eretz Yisrael because he incorrectly hit a
rock in which he was supposed to speak to
in order to draw out water. Wait, because
Moshe hit a rock, he could not enter Eretz
Yisrael?! Was it really that big of a deal? At
the end of the day did he not release the
water that was supposed to come out of the
rock? He found another way to accomplish
the result, why such a harsh punishment?

Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch (1808-
1888) answers that hitting and speaking to
the rock represents two different methods
of relating to God. The method of hitting a
rock is a very public and open miracle and
disrupts the laws of nature, while speaking
to the rock is very gentle and relaxed. The
speaking to the rock represents the per-
sonal and intimate form of connection to
God as expressed through Teffilah. Hashem
was asking Moshe to prepare Am Yisrael
for a new form oflife as they transition into
Eretz Yisrael.

The open miracles of the desert such as
the maan and the cloud of glory were no
longer going to be present, life was going to
take on a natural form and would require
real effort to build up the land themselves
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and fight to conquer the land. The ways
of the past were no longer applicable, and
Moshe’s method of transmission needed
to be handed off now to lead the nation
in their new state. They would not have a
direct line of nevuah with God as they did
in the midbar. God would now be found
behind the scenes, and we would need to
reveal Him through our day-to-day efforts.
As Am Yisrael now transitions to fulfill its
purpose it must learn to stand on its own
with a continuous conversation with God
leading us.

Ralphael Roshwalb
11" Grade, Raanana

Why does it say “Zot chukat haTorah”

— “This is the statute of the

Torah” — instead of “Zot chu-

kat parah adumah” — “This

is the statute of the red cow”?

ANSWER: The laws con-

cerning the parah adumah are paradoxical.

On the one hand, when the mixture is sprin-

kled on the tameh person he becomes tahor.

On the other hand, those who are involved

in the preparation of the parah adumah
become tameh.

The people appointed to prepare the
parah adumah may rationally argue, “Why
should we become tameh for the sake of
those who were not careful to avoid con-
tact with a corpse?”

Through the statute of parah adumah the
Torah is teaching that a Jew must help another
Jew even if it requires sacrifice. This is “chukat
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haTorah” — “a basic principle of Torah” —
and though we may not easily comprehend it,
we must practice it in our daily lives.

There is a popular adage, “give until it
hurts.” Unfortunately, many people give
when it hurts, but very few give until it
hurts. The statute of parah adumah, which
is described as “the statute of Torah,”
teaches us to help another Jew even if it
hurts. As a teen, oftentimes I don’t want to,
for example, show up to class on time or
run to throw out the trash but in this adage
the Torah really teaches us that it's truly
special when it’s out of our comfort zone. As
the pasuk says, 7112 3¥77 N2IX) just as you
would push through obstacles for yourself,
you must also push yourself for others. m
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