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SHABBAT MEVARCHIM
’ /" Rosh Chodesh Tammuz is on Monday June 19 and Tuesday June 20
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w3 KIDDUSH LEVANA

¢ Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad: 3 Tammuz/ Wed. night June 21.
7 Days After Molad: 7 Tammuz/ Sun. night June 25
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana: until 14 Tammuz, Sun. night July 2, all night
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CANDLE LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES
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Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim = 8:29 C;?iss éa]r-hé H;:;ia
Aza area (Netivot, Sderot, Et al) 8:31 729 6:21 833
Beit Shemesh / RBS 8:30 731 6:20 832
Gush Etzion 8:29 728 6:19 831
Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K.Saba ' 8:32 ' 7:30  6:21 8:34
Modi’in / Chashmona’im 8:31 729 6:20 8:32
Netanya 8:33 730 622 834
Be'er Sheva 8:29 728 6:20 831
Rehovot 8:31 729 6:21 833
Petach Tikva 8:32 7:13 621 833
Ginot Shomron 8:31 7:29 620 833
Haifa / Zichron 8:34 721 622 835
Gush Shiloh 8:30 7:228 6:19 832
Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel 8:32 730 621 834
Giv'at Ze'ev 8:30 732 6:19 831
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 8:29 727 6:19 831
Ashkelon 8:32 730 6:22 833
Yad Binyamin 8:31 729 621 833
Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden 8:32 724 6:20 834
Golan 8:31 728 619 832

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 9:04PM « next week - 9:06pm

Times According to MyZmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities,
40 min. in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva, 30 min. in Tzfat/Haifa)
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Given the fact that I was born in the
United States at a time when I could easily
find my favorite bag of Wise potato chips
at any local grocer or gas station, I find it
difficult to imagine a world without kosher
products. But 110 years ago finding kosher
food was a challenge in the United States.
Envisioning a future in which kosher prod-
ucts would be available for Jews around the
world, OU Kosher was founded.

My children and wife shared my expe-
rience and appreciation for OU-certified
products when we lived in Vancouver,
British Columbia. But once we returned
to Eretz Yisrael, where our supermarkets
exclusively carry kosher food, we forgot
how hard it can be for Jews in the diaspora
to find kosher food. That said, Am Yisrael
living in Eretz Yisrael directly benefits from
OU Kosher, which certifies 40-100% of the
ingredients used in food products around
the country. I do my best to remind my
children of this often.

Last Sunday, following the wonderful
day my wife and I spent at the Israel Day
Parade, I was reminded of OU Kosher’s
impact during the second annual Arutz
Sheva Jerusalem Conference in New York
which took place that evening. This year’s
conference - otherwise known as Kenes
Yerushalayim - attracted dignitaries, gov-
ernment officials and leaders who joined
the parade that day.

Following opening remarks by Dudu
Saada from Besheva, the program included
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RABBI AVI BERMAN

Executive Director, OU Israel

BESHEVA
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sessions, panels and roundtables that
addressed timely topics such as immigra-
tion to Israel, early detection of antise-
mitic outbreaks, and celebrating 75 years
of Israeli innovation. Participants were
addressed by Gilad Erdan, Israel Ambas-
sador to the United Nations, Moshe Lion,
Mayor of Yerushalayim, Yaakov Hagoel,
Chairman of the World Zionist Organiza-
tion, Malcolm Hoenlein, Vice Chair of the
Conference of Presidents of Major Amer-
ican Jewish Organizations, and others.
Many Israeli ministers and dignitaries were
also present, including Ofir Sofer, Minister
of Aliyah and Integration and Amichai Eli-
yahu, Minister of Heritage.

The highlight of the event was witnessing
the delivery of the Jerusalem Prize which
was awarded to OU Kosher for serving the
needs of Am Yisrael for more than a cen-
tury. With 1.4 million certified products,
OU Kosher continues to meet our evolving
kashrut needs on a global scale. Moreover,
proceeds from OU Kosher support additional
OU programs outside of kashrut - an element
which catapults it to a league of its own.

uﬁ‘



The award was presented by Ofir Sofer,
Minister of Immigration and Absorption,
together with the Besheva team, to Rabbi
Mordechai Stareshefsky and Rabbi Moshe
Hauer. Mazal tov!

I had a heartwarming encounter with
one of the visiting Israeli ministers who
had arrived in New York a week before the
event. He said, “Last month I traveled to a
city in Europe and couldn’t find kosher certi-
fied products - even in the kosher store! The
shop owner explained that in his area there
are no certified products. Rather, shopkeep-
ers and Jewish residents must reference
detailed lists of kosher products when
shopping. When I arrived in New York and
found myself at a grocery store, I gained a
newfound appreciation for the simplicity of
picking up a product and finding the trusted
OU certification on the label.”

Despite the monumental achievements
of OU Kosher, my colleagues were shocked
to hear the organization would be awarded
the Jerusalem Prize. In truth I expected
nothing less. OU Kosher is led by people
who demonstrate modesty and humility in
everything they do. With an unwavering

In loving memory of and nnwa 1747
our fabulous "Omi"
PEPI (LIEDER) BERGER SCHREIER A"H

A"y M nwn na '7yo

on her 24th Yahrzeit - 26 Sivan

whose many trying years in this world
were devoted to unconditional love of HaShem
and His Torah and to loving, guiding and inspiring

future generations to continue.

We continue to be inspired
by your wise teachings.

The family will be meeting
at her Kever on Har HaMenuchot
at 10:00am, Friday June 16 Be"H

focus on maintaining the highest standards
of kashrut around the world, they have
little time to celebrate milestones.

I give a tremendous yasher koach to
Besheva and my friends Dudu Saada,
Yoni Kempinski and Dudi Finkler for put-
ting together an impactful conference. I
thank Arutz Sheva for reminding us what
a world without OU Kosher would look
like. It is important to have hakarat hatov
to the visionaries who started OU Kosher
a century ago and who shaped it into the
world’s largest Kosher certification, vision-
aries such as David Fund z”l and Gus Jacobs
z”l. 1 extend my hakarat hatov to Rabbi
Menachem Genack, Rabbi Moshe Elefant,
Rabbi Hershel Schachter and the hundreds
of rabbanim, mashgichim and partners for
their dedication to OU Kosher, advancing to
what it has become today.

May you continue m’chayil el chayil, from
strength to strength, and recognize the
impact of your efforts.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

yy
Rabbi Avi Berman

Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

May the learning from this week's issue
of Torah Tidbits be nnwa '2'v7 our beloved father,
grandfather and great grandfather

ASHER SCHAPIRO Z"L
2"ty a0 WX 2N
Former chairman of the
Jerusalem Great Synagogue

whose first yahrzeit is
Shabbat Parshat Korach, 28 Sivan
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Great Dilll 2,600,000 I
Old Katamon, Palmach St. A two beds apt. 75 sqm.
Bright and quiet. 3 exposures, 3 small balconies.
Parking in building. Needs renovations.

New listing! 3,200,000 Y

Rasko, Tehernichovsky St. A 100 sqm, 3 beds apt.
Facing a beautiful view. 1st floor. 3 full exposures.
Balcony. Great potential. Needs renovation.

New listing! 3,900,000 I
Old Katamon, Palmach St. In a new Tama building,
100 sgqm, 3 beds, with a 10 sgm Sukkah balcony. High
standard renovation. Private storage. Ready: Aug-23.

Mew listing! 3,950,000 @
Rechavia, KKL 5t. exclusive complex, 2 bed apt.
Including indoor pool, and 24 hr security. Parking
and storage.

New listing! 3,100,000

Ramat Beit Hakerem, Talma St. 80 sqm apt. 2 beds
+ 2 baths. Master suite, Sukkah balcony, elevator,
private storage, spacious parking. 3 exposures.

Ruth Abr

Keren Malki empowers |

families of children

with special needs in
Israel to choose home |

care. Donations are

tax-approved in Israel,

US and UK.

Honoring the memory of '

: Malka Chana Roth 7"
- ® kerenmalki.org 985 9001 killed in the |
® 02-567-0602 Sbarro bombing.

30+ styles - all sives
for women & girls 5.

MarSea,

MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear Marci Rapp

050-424-8359
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did

an amazing job!

-_-,lerm!f. ff;;’lff-vr, ."A.ﬂ'f:"-’é-rr""? f’f‘!if.re

Nothing matters to us more than a
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we'll match it.

DESIGNERS
AND

Send your plans for
free design today.
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Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282

or email us at info@tzviair.com




BEAUTIFUL SPACIOUS BAKA FAMILY
HOME FOR SALE

186 SQM SPLIT-LEVEL HOME WITH 80 SQM BALCONIES
6 BDRMS, 3 FULL BATHROOMS, 2ND FL (31 STEPS),
UNDERGROUND PARKING, STORAGE,
EXCELLENT CONDITION, CHURCHLAND UNTIL 2077
ASKING PRICE: NIS 5,600,000

Ilana Nelson  054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE and FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST for OLDER ADULTS

* Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
* Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
* Increase Strength! Stay Independent!

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER

052.673.3704 | www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

Lenny Pavidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congresses &
Towurs in Israel

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LDevents.com

O54-557-3101
Lenny@LPDEvents.com

DIAMONDS

-

TRUE WHOLESALER FROM THE DIAMOND
BOURSA WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MEMBER DIAMOND DEALERS CLUB

ENGAGEMENT RINGS * STUD EARRINGS
PENDANTS * TENNIS BRACELETS

® 050-573-9061 @ jeffmor36@gmail.com
© www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

PolarAir“JW

Air Conditioning & Heating

Sales & installation of
Inverter | Multi | VRF | Central

[\:ﬁ Plenty of references
(¥ Professional & reliable

(\:ﬁ Only lewish labor

BROTHERS
&L MOVING CO.

g v .

THE STRONGEST... THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 « brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF

RABBI MOSHE HAUER

Shaping Your
Environment

Do we live in a world, a community, or a
homethat fostersdisagreementand betrayal,
or in one that encourages togetherness and
trust? What role do we play in shaping those
critical aspects of our environment?

The dispute between Moshe and Korach
reaches its climax when Moshe declares
that to prove his authenticity the earth
would “open its mouth” to swallow up
Korach and his partners (Bamidbar 16:30).
Fascinatingly, the Talmud (Sanhedrin 37b)
notes that this is the second time the earth
opened its mouth. The first time was when
Kayin killed Hevel and the earth “opened
its mouth” to swallow and cover the blood
of Hevel (Bereishit 4:11).

Both stories — those of Kayin and Hevel
and of Korach - are paradigms of conflict.
In a deeper sense the second is in fact a
repeat of the first, as Korach is seen in mys-
tical sources as a reappearance or gilgul of
Kayin, while Moshe is associated with Hevel
(see Shelah haKadosh, Torah Ohr Parshat
Korach). Kayin successfully corrupted the
earth’s environment, directing it to be his
accomplice in destruction by swallowing
up the blood of Kayin, thereby erasing from
the world the presence of the person who
had brought G-d’s presence to dwell within

8 TORAHTIDBITS 1520/ KORACH
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it. Moshe, on the other hand, activated the
earth to support his efforts of strengthen-
ing faith in Hashem’s word and in erasing
from the world those who had introduced
division and disruption, and sown distrust.

This is reminiscent of the Torah’s descrip-
tion of the land of Israel whose environment
cannot tolerate bloodshed or immorality
(Vayikra 18:25-8; Bamidbar 35:33), as well as
the famous Talmudic account of the spilled
blood of the prophet Zecharya that would
not be absorbed by the earth of the Temple
where it had been spilt (Gittin 57b). The right
environment neither nurtures nor even tol-
erates corrupting and corrosive behaviors.

It is to some degree in our hands to define
our environment. We can — like Kayin - cre-
ate a context that breeds and feeds dissent,
swallowing those who would uplift us. Or
—like Moshe - we can create a setting where
the arguments dissolve and disappear, and
where faith and trust thrive. True, we will
be unable to do this with dramatic feats
like asking the earth to “open its mouth”.
But we can certainly play a defining role in
the sense of togetherness and trust that our
home, communal, and global environments
will nurture and encourage by the ways we
choose to open our own mouths, by the tone
we set in our personal relationships and by
how we argue for what we believe in.

It is truly up to us to shape our environ-
ment for the better such that it will encour-
age peace, trust, and togetherness. m



NETANEL ROSIN'S

FARM TO FAMILY

Want to shop from the
convenience of your home?

ORDER ONLINE AND GET THE
PRODUCTS YOU PREFER DELIVERED

STRAIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!

ORDER TODAY
AND ENJOY SUPERIOR QUALITY,
SELECTION AND SERVICE!

enca\'\
Ag\ew \ce.

o~ & American
Products &
Specialty Items!

& Top quality,
organic

& regular
Mehadrin
produce

Use coupon code welcome2ftf and save 5% off your first order!

www.FarmToFamily.co.il
Netanel 050-344-6261 | Office 058-444-6260

Invitation to submit offers for the
purchase of a unique property
(including a building permit),

overlooking the Temple Mount in

the Givat Hanania (Abu Tor)
neighborhood in Jerusalem

. Offers are hereby invited for the purchase of a plot of land with an area of 567 square meters,
which includes approximately 150 square meters of built-up area (in two residential units),
in the Givat Hanania (Abu Tor) neighborhoods in Jerusalem. The plot of land has a valid
building permit (paid) for the construction of 11 units plus basement level and a parking
level.

. The information provided in this invitation or any other information provided by the

undersigned and/or anyone on their behalf, is not intended to constitute a representation

regarding any matter related to the property and/or its value and/or the feasibility of
its purchase.

The property will be sold in its current physical, planning and legal condition "AS IS”. The

undersigned have no knowledge of the condition of the property, its legality, its area, etc.,

and the sole responsibility for checking the full details with any authority and/or body they
may be and in any respect, lies with the bidders alone.

. The proposals must be submitted in writing by June 30, 2023 at 5:00 p.m., at the office of

David Shub Law office, at the address listed below.

A draft of the Purchase Agreement and its appendices, including the construction permit,

can be obtained for a payment of NIS 500 + VAT which will not be refunded.

It is clarified that no brokerage fees will be paid in connection with the purchase of the

property.

Each bidder must attach to his bid a bank check, or a bank guarantee, valid for at least 6

months, to the order of Attorney David Shub for 5% of the bid. The bank check or bank

guarantee will be collected andor forfeited by the undersigned, as agreed, assessed compensation
if the bidder will withdraw his offer and/or violates the conditions of his offer.

. Itis clarified that this invitation is not a ntender ("Michraz) and the laws of tenders will not
apply to it. The undersigned does not undertake to accept the highest bid, or any bid whatsoever.
The undersigned reserves the right to conduct negotiations and/or bidding commerce, at any
stage, with any of the bidders andor request additional bids, at its sole discretion. The bidders
will not have any claim and/or demand and/or claim in connection therewith and the
undersigned may not sell the property at all.

David Shub - Law Office
Yigal Alon st. 65, Tel Aviv Tel. 03-604-5252 ; Fax 03-604-2667 | office@shub.co.il

o

-~

=

EGSY! We have the widest
selection of sea-view apartments at
the best prices due fo our exclusive
arrangements with sellers!

)
Ashke..on Properties
LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

It's not only how you LOOK
It's how you SEE

Excellence in eye care /
EYE womnff\

'l 071N

Wy NME 1 OXTE 01

ARNONA/TALPIOT -

Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101A
RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waffle Bar)

(02) 674-3888
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KORACH

’7 ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
"\0 SEDRA SUMMARY

. Rabbi Reuven
: Tradburks
¥- Director of
- RCA Israel Region
The story of the rebellion of Korach par-
allels the story of the spies from last week.
Both are a rejection of the Divine, albeit in
the rough and tumble of human dynamics.
In the sin of the spies, although G-d prom-
ised the Land to us over and over - many
times - the reality of the actual march gave
the people cold feet. The sense of inade-
quacy, of weakness, of lack of confidence,
of inferiority in the face of the nations of
the Land drove the people to demur. As if
to say: we are inadequate even with G-d's
promises. Korach, on the other hand, suf-
fers not from a sense of inadequacy but
rather the opposite, of inflated self-image.
The best person to lead this people is me.
Korach’s bloated self-perception led him
to challenge Moshe's leadership, in spite of
G-d's repeated selection of Moshe. As if to
say: I know better than the Divinewhois the
best to lead this people and it is me. Oppo-
site self-perceptions; same conclusion. With
the spies, the people felt inadequate. With
Korach, he felt superior. The stories of Bam-
idbar revolve around the reality of human
nature; the challenge of fealty to the Divine
amidst the myriad of human weaknesses.
And a myriad of weaknesses there are.
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‘(‘ 1ST ALIYA (BAMIDBAR 16:1-13)
N\

/0‘ Korach staged a rebellion

against Moshe and Aharon
along with Datan, Aviram and On and with
250 others. They claimed: we are all holy,
why then are you above us? Moshe was
distraught. He countered: G-d Himself will
affirm whom He chooses. Bring an incense
offering and He will choose. Moshe spoke
to Korach: Why is it insufficient for you to
serve as a Levi that you seek to be a Kohen
as well? Moshe called for Datan and Avi-
ram. They refused, saying: your leadership
has failed, for you failed in bringing us to
the Land of Israel.

The rebellion is multi-pronged. There
is Korach. He seeks to be leader, either in
place of Moshe or of Aharon. For we are
all holy. Which is true. Datan and Aviram
challenge Moshe's leadership; Moshe has
failed to lead them to the Promised Land.
Which is also true. But as in any rebellion,
the criticisms while true are but half the
story. We are all holy; but, hold on, G-d
speaks to Moshe face to face. He doesn’t do
that with you. And true, Moshe is not going
tolead them to the Promised Land; but they
are going to get there. Oh, and what about
leading them out of Egypt, leading to Mt.
Sinai? The success of a leader lasts til night-
fall; by morning, all's forgotten. There is no
memory when it comes to dissatisfaction;
past success is old news. And, did we forget
that it wasn't Moshe's fault but the spies?

% 2ND ALIYA (16:14-19)

’7"! Moshe was angry. He said to

k\‘ G-d: Do not accept their offer-
ings. Inever took a thing from anyone. He
turned to Korach: tomorrow, Aharon and
you all shall offer incense on coals, each



bringing the incense before G-d. They did
so, gathering at the entrance to the Mish-
kan. G-d appeared to the entire group.

Leadership in the Torah is not self-serv-
ing, but service of the people and of G-d.
Moshe is insulted. He has had no personal
gain. Those seeking leadership foist their
ignoble intentions on others. The criticisms
say more about the rebel than about the
leader. Korach’s interests are exactly what
he criticizes in Moshe - power and personal
gain. Ironic to criticize Moshe when, in fact,
Moshe is the humblest of all and with no
personal motive. He is the paradigmatic
leader: the selfless servant of his people and
of his G-d.
"‘ 3RD ALIYA (16:20-17:8)

k\" G-d warned Moshe and

Aharon: stand clear for I am

ready to destroy them. Moshe and Aharon
objected: one sins and You are angry at
them all? G-d instructed the people: stand
clear. Datan and Aviram stood brazenly at
their homes with their wives and children.
Moshe: The following test will establish
whether I am sent by G-d. If you all suffer a
unique fate, swallowed into the earth, then
it is clear that you have displeased G-d.
The earth opened up, swallowing they and
theirs into the earth. A fire consumed the
250 incense bearers. Elazar, son of Aharon
took the incense fire pans for they had
become holy by use. He took these and used
them for a plating of copper for the altar,
so all will know that only Kohanim are to
bring incense. The people complained to
Moshe and Aharon that they were killing
the nation. A cloud covered the Mishkan.

From the punishment, we see the sin.
Desired leadership, high office, lording over
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others; their fate was to fall low, below the
earth. The bearers of the incense intended
high religious office; the fire of religious
desire consumed them. Incense assumes a
central role in this story. Moshe told all to
bring incense. In the next aliya, during the
plague, Aharon brought incense to arrest
the plague. Why not some other offering,
like a sacrifice? This is conjecture, but per-
haps incense symbolizes the ephemeral, the
spiritual, the intangible. The Hebrew word
for smell is reyach, akin to ruach, spirit.
The word for breathing is noshem, related
to neshama, soul. Incense is smoke, scent,
wafting, intangible, like the soul. Man was
created from the adama, the earth, with
his neshama breathed into his nostrils.
Moshe is indicating a powerful lesson of
religious leadership: religious leadership,
sought by the rebels, must be like incense.
It need be pure, lofty, holy, driven by purity
of motive, not the earthy desires of power
and influence.

v 4TH ALIYA (17:9-15)

/k\ ‘ G-d wanted to destroy the
' people. Aharon avoided this

calamity by bringing incense immediately,
standing between the dead and alive.

The intent to destroy the people by G-dis a
recurring theme. But it never happens. This
is a crucial theme: what the people deserve
is one thing. What they actually receive is

In loving memory of
our beloved wife, mother,
grandmother, great-grandmother

"V AT M np7an Y
SHIRLEY TOLCHINSKY A"H

on her 8th Yahrzeit, >"x |10
Tolchinsky, Robinson, Lieberman Families
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another. Man may deserve destruction;
but the power of G-d’s mercy mitigates the
harshness of what we deserve. We have
seen this theme a number of times; the
destruction is avoided. You have to read
to the end of the story. The Torah is not
the story of G-d’s wrath burning. It is the
story of love of G-d for the Jewish people,
suspending what we deserve out of love.

"‘ 5TH ALIYA (17:16-24)

k\“ Moshe said: inscribe the

name of each tribe on a staff,

with Aharon's name on the staff of Levi.

The staff that sprouts is the one chosen.
They were all placed in the Mishkan.
Aharon's sprouted.The staff in the Torah
is a symbol of power; Moshe's staff was
the vehicle of the plagues, defeating Paro
through Divine Power. Aharon's sprouted
staff is a symbol of his Divine right to the
power of religious leadership. His power
does not come from his initiative, it comes
from Divine sanction.

"‘ 6TH ALIYA (17:25-18:20)
k" G-d said: place Aharon's

staff as a commemoration of
this. The people complained to Moshe that
those that approach the Mishkan die. The
Kohanim and Leviim are charged with pro-
tecting the sanctity ofthe Mishkan. While the
Kohanim will serve at the altar, the Leviim
will serve them and preserve the sanctity
of the entire Mishkan. The Kohanim are to
both safeguard and to enjoy the holy offer-
ings. They are given portions of offerings
to consume, though with strict holiness.
Agriculture also has holy produce, gifts
that are given to the Kohanim, eaten with
strict holiness. First born animals are holy
gifts to the Kohanim, offered as offerings



with holiness, consumed by the Kohanim;
while first born humans are redeemed.
The Kohanim are not to receive a portion
of Land in Israel; G-d is their portion.

The people complain that proximity to
G-d is tough, life threatening. Moshe reas-
sures the people that the Kohanim and the
Leviim will protect the holiness, ensuring
that all is done in accord with the demands
of the holiness of the Mishkan.

’}‘ 7TH ALIYA (18:21-32)
‘/m’} The Leviim also receive

Maaser in lieu of a portion
in the Land. With Kohanim and Leviim
responsible for the sanctity, calamities
ought to be avoided. The Leviim are to give
a portion of their Maaser to the Kohanim.
The Maaser of the Leviim differs from the
portions of the Kohen, as they do not have
the holiness that requires them to be eaten
in a specific place and with purity. The
Maaser is the property of the Levi, a benefit
for public service.

Benefits given to those doing the public
service, the Kohanim and the Leviim is
perfectly understandable. But the Torah
is pointing out not only what they get, but
what they don't. Those in positions of reli-
gious power can easily use that position to
extract wealth from a willing public. The
Kohanim and Leviim are told that they are
to receive portions of offerings, meaning,
this and no more. Not land, not gold and
silver, not palaces. The allotted gifts alone.

HAFTORAH SHMUEL I
11:14 - 12:22

The prophet Shmuel gathers together
the Jewish people to install Shaul as King

of Israel. During the course of his address
to Bnei Yisrael he said to them, "Here I am;
bear witness against me before G-d and
before His anointed; whose ox did I take, or
whose donkey did I take, or whom did I rob;
or whom did I oppress, or from whose hand
did I take a bribe..." This echoes Moshe's
statement in this week's Torah reading: "I
have not taken a donkey from a single one
of them, and I have not harmed a single one
of them."

The nation then gathers at Gilgal for a sec-
ond coronation of King Shaul. The nation
offers sacrifices and rejoices together.
Shmuel then speaks to the people: he asks
the people to testify that he never commit-
ted crimes against them and they confirm.
He discusses how Hashem helped them
every step of the way and then he rebukes
them for wanting a flesh and blood king. He
assures them that G-d will be with them if
they follow in His ways, and reminds them
of the consequences they will face if they do
not follow G-d's word.

Shmuel cautions Bnei Yisrael that their
newly appointed king is not a replacement
for Hashem. He emphasizes that the people
must continue to follow Hashem and obey
His commandments if they want them-
selves and their king to be successful. m
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2Br, 2Ba in Bustan Baka, 100M2, terrace,
parking, storage room, underfloor heating,
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& decorated. Includes ALL charges (electric,
Arnona, Vaad, Hot TV, internet etc).
Available from mid-August - after Pesach.

Please text to 054 691 5871
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"Vayicach Korach... V'Datan V'Aviram" (Chapter 16, Pasuk 1)

Many ask on the grammar of the first word of the Parsha, when it is written "And Korach took... with Datan and
Aviram and On ben Pelet" with the singular form of "Vayikach (he took)" instead of in the plural form of "Vayikhu (they
took)"? It should be noted that Korach took these other people with him. The plural form should have been used here
just as it is used in the next Pasuk "Vayakumu lifnei Moshe" "And (they) rose in the face of Moshe".

Rabbi 2vi Hirsch Kalisher (Poland 1800's) answers that the use of the singular form of "took" is to reveal to us that
the people, who sided with Korach in this rebellion against Moshe and Aharon, were not at all unified or united.
Rather divided they were, each having their own personal aspirations and selfish egos that motivated them to argue
with Moshe. "Vayikach" — Each one personally took to arguing for his own purpose. This division was the result of
this evil plot.

Shabbat Shalom
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Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
Former Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew
Congregations of the Commonwealth

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nowi n7w4
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1
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Hierarchy

& Politics:
The Never-
Ending Story

It was a classic struggle for power. The
only thing that made it different from the
usual dramas of royal courts, parliamen-
tary meetings, or corridors of power was
that it took place in Burgers’ Zoo in Arn-
hem, Holland, and the key characters were
male chimpanzees.

Frans de Waal’s study, Chimpanzee Poli-
tics', has rightly become a classic. In it he
describes how the alpha male, Yeroen, hav-
ing been the dominant force for some time,
found himself increasingly challenged by
a young pretender, Luit. Luit could not
depose Yeroen on his own, so he formed
an alliance with another young contender,

1. Frans de Waal, Chimpanzee Politics, London, Cape,
1982.
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Nikkie. Eventually Luit succeeded and
Yeroen was deposed.

Luit was good at his job. He was skilled
at peacekeeping within the group. He stood
up for the underdog and as a result was
widely respected. The females recognised
his leadership qualities and were always
ready to groom him and let him play with
their children. Yeroen had nothing to gain
by opposing him. He was already too old
to become alpha male again. Nonetheless,
Yeroen decided to join forces with the
young Nikkie. One night they caught Luit
unawares and killed him. The deposed
alpha male had his revenge.

Reading this, I thought of the story of Hil-
lel in Pirkei Avot (2:6): “He saw a skull float-
ing upon the water, and said: Because you
drowned others, you were drowned; and
those who drowned you, will themselves
be drowned.”

In fact, so humanlike were power strug-
gles among the chimpanzees that in 1995,
Newt Gingrich, Republican Speaker of the
House of Representatives, included de
Waal’s work among the twenty-five books
he recommended young congressional
Republicans to read.?

2. This essay was written in the days following the Brexit
vote in Britain, when a struggle was taking place over
the leadership of both main political parties. Ileave it to
the reader to draw any comparisons, either with primate
politics or the story of Korach.



Korach was a graduate of the same
Machiavellian school of politics. He under-
stood the three ground rules. First you have
to be a populist. Play on people’s discon-
tents and make it seem as if you are on their
side against the current leader. “You have
gone too far!” he said to Moses and Aaron.
“The whole community is holy, every one
of them, and the Lord is with them. Why
then do you set yourselves above the Lord’s
assembly?” (Num. 16:3).

Second, assemble allies. Korach himself
was a Levite. His grievance was that Moses
had appointed his brother Aaron as High
Priest. Evidently he felt that as Moses’
cousin — he was the son of Yitzhar, brother
of Moses’ and Aaron’s father Amram — the
position should have gone to him. He
thought it unfair that both leadership roles
should have gone to a single family within
the clan.

Korach could hardly expect much sup-
port from within his own tribe. The other
Levites had nothing to gain by deposing
Aaron. Instead he found allies among two
other disaffected groups: the Reubenites,
Dathan and Aviram, and “250 Israelites
who were men of rank within the com-
munity, representatives at the assembly,
and famous” (v. 2). The Reubenites were
aggrieved that as descendants of Jacob’s
firstborn, they had no special leadership
roles. According to Ibn Ezra, the 250 “men
of rank” were upset that, after the sin of the
Golden Calf, leadership had passed from
the firstborn within each tribe to the single
tribe of Levi.

The revolt was bound to ultimately fail
since their grievances were different and
could not all be satisfied. But that has never

AP N
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stopped unholy alliances. People with a
grudge are more intent on deposing the
current leader than on any constructive
plan of action of their own. “Hate defeats
rationality,” said the Sages.® Injured pride,
the feeling that honour should have gone
to you, not him, has led to destructive
and self-destructive action for as long as
humans have existed on earth.

Third, choose the moment when the
person you seek to depose is vulnerable.
Ramban notes that the Korach revolt took
place immediately after the episode of the
spies and the ensuing verdict that the peo-
ple would not enter the land until the next
generation. So long as the Israelites, what-
ever their complaints, felt that they were
moving toward their destination, there was
no realistic chance of rousing the people

3. Bereishit Rabbah 55:8.
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in revolt. Only when they realised that
they would not live to cross the Jordan was
rebellion possible. The people seemingly
had nothing to lose.

The comparison between human and
chimpanzee politics is not meant lightly.
Judaism has long understood that Homo
sapiens is a mix of what the Zohar calls
nefesh habehamit and nefesh haElokit, the
animal soul and the Godly soul. We are
not disembodied minds. We have physical
desires and these are encoded in our genes.
Scientists speak today about three sys-
tems: the “reptile” brain that produces the
most primal fight-or-flight responses, the
“monkey” brain that is social, emotional,
and sensitive to hierarchy, and the human
brain, the prefrontal cortex, that is slow,
reflective and capable of thinking through
consequences of alternative courses of
action. This confirms what Jews and oth-
ers - Plato and Aristotle among them - have
long known. It is in the tension and inter-
play between these systems that the drama
of human freedom is played out.

In his most recent book, Frans de Waal
notes that “among chimpanzees, hierarchy
permeates everything.” Among the females
this is taken for granted and does not lead
to conflict. But among males, “power is
always up for grabs.” It “has to be fought for
and jealously guarded against contenders.”
Male chimpanzees are “schmoozing and
scheming Machiavellians.” The question
is: Are we?

This is not a minor question. It may even
be the most important of all if humanity
is to have a future. Anthropologists are

4. Frans de Waal, Are we smart enough to know how smart
animals are? New York, Norton, 2016, 168.



generally agreed that the earliest humans,
the hunter-gatherers, were generally egal-
itarian. Everyone had their part to play in
the group. Their main tasks were to stay
alive, find food, and avoid predators. There
was no such thing as accumulated wealth.
It was only with the development of agri-
culture, cities, and trade that hierarchy
came to dominate human societies. There
was usually an absolute leader, a govern-
ing (literate) class, and the masses, used as
labour in monumental building schemes
and as troops for the imperial army. Juda-
ism enters the world as a protest against
this kind of structure.

We see this in the opening chapter of the
Torah in which God creates the human per-
son in Hisimage and likeness, meaning that
we are all equally fragments of the Divine.
Why, asked the Sages, was man created sin-
gly? “So that no one could say: My ancestors
were greater than yours” (Mishnah Sanhe-
drin 4:5). Something of this egalitarianism
can be heard in Moses’ remark to Joshua,
“Would that all the Lord’s people were
prophets, that He would rest his spirit on
them” (Num. 11:29).

However, like many of the Torah’s ideals
—among them vegetarianism, the abolition
of slavery, and the institution of monogamy
— egalitarianism could not happen over-
night. It would take centuries, millennia,
and in many respects has not yet been fully
achieved.

There were two hierarchical structures
in biblical Israel. There were kings and
there were priests, among them the High
Priest. Both were introduced after a crisis:
monarchy after the failure of the rule of
the “judges”, the Levitical and Aaronide
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priesthood after the sin of the Golden Calf.
Both led, inevitably, to tension and division.

Biblical Israel survived as a united
kingdom® for only three generations of
kings and then split in two. The priesthood
became a major source of division in the late
Second Temple period, leading to sectarian
divisions between Sadducees, Boethusians,
and the rest. The story of Korach explains
why. Where there is hierarchy, there will be
competition as to who is the alpha male.

Is hierarchy an inevitable feature of
all advanced civilisations? Maimonides
seems to say yes. For him, monarchy was a
positive institution, not a mere concession.
Abarbanel seems to say no. There are pas-
sages in his writings that suggest he was a
utopian anarchist who believed that in an
ideal world no one would rule over anyone.
We would each acknowledge only the sov-
ereignty of God.

Putting together the story of Korach and
Frans de Waal’s chimpanzee version of
House of Cards,® the conclusion seems to

5. Following the Brexit vote, the question is being
asked in Britain as to whether the United Kingdom
will remain a united kingdom.

6. Michael Dobbs, House of Cards (New York: Harper
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follow that where there is hierarchy, there
will be struggles to be alpha male. The
result is what Thomas Hobbes called “a
perpetual and restless desire of power after
power, that ceaseth only in death.””

That is why the rabbis focused their
attention not on the hierarchical crowns of
kingship or priesthood but on the non-hier-
archical crown of Torah, which is open to
all who seek it. Here competition leads not
to conflict but to an increase of wisdom,?
and where Heaven itself, seeing Sages dis-
agree, says, “These and those are the words
of the living God.”

The Korach story repeats itself in every
generation. The antidote is daily immer-
sion in the alternative world of Torah study
that seeks truth not power, and values all
equally as voices in a sacred conversation. m

Collins, 1989).

7. Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (1651), pt. 1, ch. 11.

8. Baba Batra 21a.

9. Meaning, both views are correct, see Eruvin 13b;
Gittin 6b.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
zt”| are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversa-
tion” series on the weekly Torah teaching.
With thanks to the Schimmel Family for their
generous sponsorship, dedicated in loving
memory of Harry (Chaim) Schimmel. Visit
www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

Emergency Tele-Psychiatrists Needed

Licensed (or willing to get license) in Texas
(all Victor 053.708.5109

Mazal Tov to
Herby & Debbie Dan and Family
“ on the Birth of a Granddaughter “
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Angel Realty W
Efrat and Gush Etzion
www.angelrealty.co.il

For Sale in Efrat
Zayit: * 3 room apt. Large
balcony, elevator and private
parking. 1,990,000 NIS
* 300 meter cottage, 10 rooms,
located bottom of Pitum Haketoret
St. 4,990,000 NIS
* 5 room apt. 130m, 2,690,000 NIS
*The Village — 8 room cottage,
4,700,000 NIS
Dagan: * 5 room apt. 140m,
2,890,000 NIS
*4 room garden apt. 2,590,000 NIS
For Sale in Alon Shvut:
* 5 room apt. 150m, 2,300,000 NIS
Gabi- 0524588716
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Zichron Yaakov - 800sgm Mansion plus

+ 3 Apts + Huge Pool -18M NIS
Private Land For Sale - Call

1zzy Leizerowitz

972.52.682.9367
USA - 786.385.8859
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One Miracle
More

Is this miracle really necessary?

Picture the scene that greets our eyes,
towards the end Parshat Korach...

The rebellion of Korach has been put
down by Hashem with overwhelming
force. A targeted earthquake and heav-
en-sent fire have decimated the ranks of the
rebels. Plague has afflicted those who dared
to complain in the devastation’s aftermath.

Hashem'’s choice of Moshe and Aharon for
leadership could not be clearer...

And yet, apparently, God feels the need to
perform one more miracle.

He directs Moshe to collect a staff from
each of the tribes of Israel; to inscribe the
name of each tribal leader upon his respec-
tive staff- with Aharon’s name etched onto
the staff of the tribe of Levi. He further
instructs Moshe to place all the staffs over-
night in the Sanctuary.

These staffs, God explains, will serve as
miraculous indicators of His own Divine
will:

"And it shall be that the man whom I
(God) shall choose, his staff will blossom;
and I shall cause the complaints of the Chil-
dren of Israel to subside from upon me."

Moshe complies with God's instructions;
and twelve staffs, each emblazoned with the
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BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel

Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath
Torah, Englewood NJ

name of a tribal leader, are brought to the
sanctuary where they remain overnight.

On the morrow, when Moshe enters the
sanctuary, he finds that Aharon's staff alone
has "brought forth a blossom, sprouted
buds and mature almonds." God has, once
again, made known His selection of Aharon
for the role of Kohen Gadol, High Priest.

But, as we have questioned above, why is
this miracle necessary?

Hasn’t God, in the most decisive ways pos-
sible, already declared his clear choice of
Moshe and Aharon for leadership? Weren’t
the earthquake, fire, and plague, powerful
enough indicators of God's resolve?

If the Israelites have not been convinced
by now of God's choices; will the quiet, addi-
tional miracle of Aharon’s flowering staff
really make the difference?

Perhaps the key to understanding the
miraculous coda of the Korach narrative
lies in focusing not on the substance of the
final miracle, but, instead, on its tone.

The flowering staff of Aharon could
hardly be more different from the pre-
ceding miracles. Gone, suddenly, are the
terrifying images of earthquakes, fires and
plagues. In their place, in stark contrast,
now appears the peaceful vision of a bud-
ding staff.

As God moves from death and destruc-
tion towards this culminating miracle of
quiet beauty; He conveys a powerful mes-
sage to the Israelites...



Although I was forced to respond to the
uprising against Moshe and Aharon with
overwhelming power, I do not want the
election of these leaders to remain forever
rooted in those tragic, necessarily destruc-
tive events. Let, instead, the flowering of
Aharon’s staff become the enduring symbol
of his priesthood.

Let the leadership of "this lover of peace
and pursuer of peace" be forever associated
in your minds with a quiet final miracle of
creation. And, through this miracle, let both
leaders and disciples alike learn that there is
no more powerful force in God's arsenal, nor
in their own, than the force of creation.

To go a step further, the quiet miracle of
Aharon's staff may well herald the onset of
a global transition in the nation's develop-
ment. If we accept that Korach's rebellion
occurs, as recorded in the text, after the
Chet Hameraglim?, the Israelites now stand
on the threshold of major changes in their
relationship with God.

Over the course of the next forty years in
the wilderness, as one generation of Isra-
elites gives way to the next, the nation will
move from the relational level of Yira, fear
and awe, to the level of Ahava, love.

The generation of the Exodus and Reve-
lation will inexorably disappear; erstwhile
slaves whose ability to relate to God is
limited to the primitive plane of fear. This
generation, heirs to a legacy of torment
under Egyptian rule, responds only to

1 The Ibn Ezra maintains that Korach’s rebellion
occurred earlier than recorded; rising out of the trans-
fer of ritual privileges from the first-born Israelites
to the Levi’im. Most authorities, including the Ram-
ban, however, argue that the tragic events occur as
recorded, shortly after the sin of the spies and at the
beginning of the Israelites’ 40-year period of wilder-
ness wandering.

A

n" D] Y"'\UD"J DI’)!

e

Hidden
Gem

off
Mekor Chaim

Discover your perfect home enjoy both

a tranquil setting and easy accessibility.

" PRy
g | __niEEm .
il "l|ll‘ll

design, and convenient acoess 1o the heart of the city.

IA\\'I{A\'l I emnnmm
A A

& ALy Dagar

072-3972665

A unigque avenue in the heart of Talpiot, providing rich architectyral

OU ISRAEL CENTER

25



overwhelming power. God, therefore,
speaks to them in a language they can
understand. Through events such as: the
ten plagues, the parting of the Reed Sea,
the thunder and lightning of Sinai- and the
earthquake, fire and plague of Korach's
rebellion; God becomes their new master,
to be held in awe and to be feared.

The children of these slaves, however,
will experience God differently. Raised for
nearly four decades in the bosom of God's
continual protection; surrounded by the
clouds of glory; nurtured on the heaven-sent
man; this second generation will learn to
relate to God through the more mature
dimension of love. To this generation, God
will emerge as a loving, benevolent parent
who, with kindness and sensitivity, sustains
his people on their continuing journey.

The first step in the monumental transi-
tion from Yira to Ahava may well take place
in the quiet of the night, in the solitude of
the Sanctuary, as Aharon’s staff begins to
blossom. With this miracle, God deliber-
ately moves from destruction to creation;
heralding a journey that will bring his peo-
ple close.

Our people’s formative, national journey
from Yira to Ahava creates the paradigm
for the individual religious passage we are
each meant to experience over the course
of our lives.

If as children we necessarily begin with
Yira - perceiving God as a mysterious,
distant and fearsome power, capriciously
controlling our destiny; a mature relation-
ship with God requires that we successfully
transition to the dimension of Ahava, as
well. The sense of awe that underlies our
perception of the divine should certainly

26 TORAH TIDBITS 1520 / KORACH

never be lost. As the years pass, however,
a growing, more pervasive sense of love
is meant to fill our hearts; as we learn to
believe in an approachable, benevolent
deity who desires our welfare and cares
deeply for our concerns.

Fearing God is easy. Loving Him can, at
times, be difficult.

Inevitably, there will be moments in our
lives when God seems distant; when His
will and intentions remain unclear; when
our relationship with Him is strained.
Nonetheless, we are challenged to cultivate
a deep abiding trust that he is with us even
then; perhaps, particularly then; watching
over us and caring for us as a parent would
a child.

The journey towards God experienced by
our nation at its infancy should be experi-
enced by each of us, as well. Only then can
our relationship with God be complete. m
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Mazal Tov to

Dr. Simcha (Sanford) Rudman
on his XD Birthday

on Yom Yerushalayim
ﬁs Mazal Tov to
Perel & Shraga Marcus & Family
on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Yehoshua

with blessings
Families Rothkoff, Nizri,
Har-Kochav, Rudman, Finaret

Every person who was not born in Israel
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate
his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually!
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS!
The NEAMANS
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PROBING

e uprising of Korach and his
cohorts described in this week’s
parasha is reflected in the haftar-

ah’s episode of the prophet Shmuel’s
admonishment of the people for their
request to appoint a king. There are, of
course, close comparisons between the two
events. In both stories the people express a
dissatisfaction with the leadership, a post
granted to them by G-d Himself. In both
stories, the leaders were prophets and
members of the same tribe — Levi. And, in
both stories, we find Hashem expressing
anger at the malcontents.

However, there actually are great differ-
ences between these two episodes, almost
enough to make us wonder why we would
even compare the two!

In the parasha’s account, Korach and
his followers essentially rebelled against
Moshe, questioning his very right to lead
the nation, while in the events portrayed
in the haftarah we find a nation who
remained faithful to their beloved spiritual
guide. Korach et al wished to remove Moshe
from his leadership role-accusing him of
malfeasance, while the people in Shmuel’s
era simply desired the appointment of a
King to lead them in war and, while doing

Secluded Vacation
Retreat that s!eeps 10
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BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Center

THE PROPHETS

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

so, reassured the navi that he was innocent
of any misuse of power during his years of
leadership. Perhaps the most decisive proof
of the obvious dissimilarity between these
two events is the difference found in the
conclusions of these two challenges to lead-
ership: Hashem condemned Korach and
all of his rebels to death, yet, rather than
punishing those who asked Shmuel for a
different form of government, G-d granted
the people their wish and provided them
with their first King.

Rav Soloveitchik, in explaining Hashem’s
less severe reaction to the nation’s request
for a king, explains that the people’s desire
for a king was not, in itself, sinful. Quoting
the Rambam (Hilchot Melachim 1;1) and fol-
lowing the opinion of Rabbi Yehudah in the
G'mara (Sanhedrin 20b), the Rav reminds
us that there was a mitzvah from the Torah
for the nation to establish a monarchy upon
entering Eretz Yisrael, much as they were
commanded to build a Bet HaMikdash. The
sin of the nation, rather, was not the request

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

New on the Market - the best part of Har Choma
right next to the Community Center, shopping and
Shuls. 4 & 3 room apartments with Sukka mirpeset,
elevator, parking and storage. 3 room - 2.09m,
4room 2.49m

New building under construction in Katamonim
on the border of Katamon. 2-5 room apartments,
starting at 2.1m shekel

Last 2 room apartment + mirpeset
& underground parking in new building under
construction in a great location. 2.15m shekel.
3 & 4rooms also available
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Real Estate | Investments | Management services

For sale exclusively
3 rooms | 7th floor out of 7 | 63 sqm

Well-maintained and thoughtfully designed,
with tenant under contract until August.
Situated on the top floor of the building, with
option of a sukkah on the roof, conveniently
located on the same floor. Currently 3 rooms
with a separate kitchen.

In an advanced process of evacuation and
reconstruction (Pinui Binui). Upon completion,
the apartment will expand by an additional 25
sgm, boasting a new balcony, storage unit,
parking space, and an entirely revitalized
complex.

Located just a two-minute stroll away from
restaurants and the light rail station, this
property is nestled in a neighborhood that is
experiencing development and rejuvenation.

For sale in French Hill: Excellent mvestment'

¥ NIS 2,250, 600

Brokerage fee: 2% + VAT

Look for us: NOAM HOMES
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Noam Homes
Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793-2222

office@roamhomes.com

Scan to visit our site
www.noamhomes.com

itself but the reason why they demanded a
king. It was the Rambam who clarifies this,
writing (Hilchot Melachim 1;2) that G-d was
reluctant to accede to the people’s request
because it was not based upon their desire
to fulfill the Torah’s precept but because
they preferred not to have a prophet lead
them.

In commenting on the Rambam’s expla-
nation, the Rav clarifies why the improper
motivation in performing a mitzvah, some-
thing which, generally does not nullify the
performance of a mitzvah (mitoch shelo
Ish’ma ba lish’'ma) did, in this situation, do
just that. G-d considered their request to be
sinful, telling Shmuel “The have rejected
Me from ruling over them” (Shmuel A 8;7).
The Rav points us to the commandment
to appoint a king as it is formulated in
the Torah: “...and you should say ‘I shall

appoint a King over me....then shall you
appoint a king over you...” The very com-
mandment includes your requesting a king
and, therefore, the very request is part of
the mitzvah! It is for that reason, says the
Rav, that Hashem was insistent on HOW
the question be asked.

It is this clarification that helps us under-
stand why our ancients chose to connect
the two stories of those who challenged
their leadership. After all, given the seem-
ing differences between the two events,
we might rightfully wonder whether both
episodes should be seen as “rebellions”. But
realizing now that the inappropriate way
the people asked for a king was seen by G-d
as an act of rebellion against HIS rule, we
better understand the reasoning of Chazal.

And we better understand how to
approach Hashem with our own requests. B
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Many commentaries are curious as to
how Korach, whowas a verywise individual
could have erred so terribly and determined
to attack Moshe Rabbeinu’s leadership
and authority. Rashi suggests as follows:
- rgi NPT nPYhY kg amyvn .
3R 127393 VR - IR 163 T SIPYY nmy

(v 93733 "’\o-l)...\o'?p;

His eye deceived him. He saw [propheti-
cally] a chain of great people descended from
him: Samuel, who is equal [in importance] to
Moshe and Aaron. He [Korah] said, “For his
sake I will be spared”. (Rashi Bamidbar 16:7).

V’karata I’'Shabbat Oneg sites a question
that Rabbi Yisrael Friedman of Husiatyn
asked his teacher regarding this Rashi,
when he was only seven years old (he was
later to become the Admor of Husiatyn).
Why does Rashi state wy mnyvn — that Kor-
ach’s “eye” deceived him (in the singular).
Rashi should have stated that his “eyes”
deceived him (r»y).

In fact, the young child continued, at the
end of the Torah it is stated, in connection
with Moshe Rabbeinu:

APY NNNTNY iMnka MY Dray) IvETE NYm
(25 oaT)
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m Rav Kebhilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

Moshe was one hundred and twenty years
old when he died. His eye had not dimmed...
(Devarim 33:7).

Again, why does the Torah refer to
Moshe’s “eye” not dimming, in the singu-
lar, rather than referring to both his eyes
not dimming?

The young student’s teacher lacked an
answer, but the wise young man offered the
following explanation. Man is created with
two eyes, perhaps to symbolically reflect
that with one eye we need to recognize
God’s greatness, while with the second eye,
we are to acknowledge our humility. Man
needs to create the proper balance between
these two perceptions.

Korach was a holy individual, who wit-
nessed all the miracles in Mitzrayim and
at Har Sinai, and he feared and respected
God. However, due to his ego, recognizing
that great men like Shmuel will be his
descendants, he lacked humility. His issue
was with one eye — the eye that should have
kept him humble.

Moshe, on the other hand, was different.
Notwithstanding that Moshe was the only
individual to speak directly to God (s bx ns
12 137R), he maintained his modesty. That
eye- retained the proper perspective when
it came to his personal perception.

May we be able to attain “20:20 vision”,
so that we recognize God’s awesomeness,
yet as we achieve personal growth in our
avodat Hashem, preserve our humility.
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SUN, JUN18

9:15 AM

Journey Through the Siddur
Rabbi David Walk

(Resumes July 9)

10:20 AM

Mishnah with Rambam's
commentary Rabbi Dr.
Aaron Adler

11:30 AM

Shivat Tzion in Tanach:
Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

2:00PM
Men's Talmud
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

ouisrael.org/events/

MON, JUN 19

9:15 AM
Divrei Hayamim (L'Ayla)
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

10:30 AM

The Thought of Rav Kook
on Eretz Yisrael: A study of
the sefer Eretz Chefetz
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

11:45 AM
Novel Parsha Muances
Rabbi Avi Herzog

8:30PM

Semichat Chaver
Program Rabbi Elyada
Goldwicht (The Bais)

TUE, JUN 20

9:15AM

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries (LAyla) (will
speak as part of Rosh Chodesh
Seminar)

10:30 AM
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

9:30AM Minchat Chinuch
Rabbi Breitowitz

12:15PM
Jewish National Revival
Dr. Deborah Polster

(Will resume in Fall)

2:00 PM Men's Talmud
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

7:30PM (The Bais) Safrus
(Men) Rabbi Tzvi Mauner

8:00PM
Sefer Shmuel Rabbi Machlis

9:15AM-1:00PM
L’Ayla Rosh Chodesh
Tamuz Seminar




WED, JUN 21

9:00 AM

Torah and Technology
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
(new course)

10:15AM

Contemporary Halachic Issues

Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:30AM
Ani Maamin-But Do You Know

if it's Really True? (new course)
Rabbi Yitzchak

Feigenbaum
(Resumes June 28)

12:30 PM Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Neil Winkler

8:00 PM
Halachic Controversies
Rabbi Aschi Dick (The Bais)

THURS, JUN 22

9:00 AM

Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:15 am

Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:30 AM

Unlocking the Messages
of Chazal

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

2:00 PM
Men's Talmud-Mesechta —
Bava Basra
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

*L'AYLA CLASSES
ARE FOR WOMEN ONLY

VIRTUAL SCHEDULE
(Zoom Only Classes):
https://us02web.zoom.
us/]/88363420460

Password: ouisrael

Rabbi Taub
Parsha, 7:00PM Mon
Halacha, 7:00PM Wed

Rebbetzin Shatz
(L'Ayla)-Insights of
Chazal- Tues, 5:00PM

Rabbi Goldwicht
Parshat HaShavua
Wed. 8:30PM
https://us02web.zoom.
us/}/2244321902
Password 18

THE BAIS CLASSES
AND PROGRAMS ARE
FOR MEN ONLY
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Women's (hessed W’t/

WEDNESDAY JUNE 21, 8:00PM
+ Food Packaging at Pantry Packers in Talpiot
+ Inspiring talk by Elisheva Rosenthal on “Chessed Lessons
Learned from my Mother, Rebbetzin Henny Machlis”
Registration required at
www.ouisrael.org/events/chessednight

= Packers o '

OU ISRAEL CENTER | 22 Keren HaYesod St., Jerusalem | 02-5609110

Join OU Israel L'Ayla fora

Sefer Tehillim Yom Tyun for women
Thursday June 29, 9:15AM-1:00PM

9:15AM Words of Introduction 10:15AM The Paradigm of 11:30AM The Internal Life and

Mrs, Zemira Ozarowski Constant Connection: A Text-Basis Times of Dovid HaMelech
Exploration of Tehillim Mrs. Yael Dworkin

9:25AM Sefer Tehillim: Mrs. Sara Malka Reichman

Structure and Significance 12:15PM Dovid Hamelech'’s

Mrs. Chana Deutsch 11:00AM Brunch Dream (Mizmor 132)

Mrs. Sara Leah Haber

* 40NIS
* Brunch will be served
*  Free babysitting available upon request

22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM | REGISTER ONLINE AT: WWW.QUISRAEL.ORG/EVENTS/TEHILLIM
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N/ Eyom Dinosaurs
to Nuclear Energy) U

Afull day Tiyul with Guide Eitan Morell -
220NIS

*Explore the past, present and future of Eretz Yisrael, as seen from the Sorek Stream i, %t~

+Depart OU Israel Center, Return to OU Israel Center @ approximately 6pm
+Travel back to the times, when dinosaurs roamed the land

+Visit the Kingdom of King David

+Hear of the struggle for the birth of the modern State of Israel

+Experience the vibrant present day Israel and glimpse at what lies in our future

Participants should be aware there will be a significant amount of walking on this tiyul. Please
bring a hat,comfortable walking shoes, water bottle, lunch and snacks for this full day tiyul.
RSVP required: https://www.ouisrael.org/events/from-dinosaurs-to-nuclear-energy-3

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9110 | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

ROSH CHODESH TAMUZ
SEMINAR FOR WOMEN

Focusing on nyTnn
Tuesday, June 20, 1 Tamuz, 9:10AM - 1:00PM

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h
550 qer 1 na kere 20 NM

9:10AM Words of Introduction 10:30AM Brunch
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski

T1:00AM Humanity, Unity, and Connection
9:15AM Lessons in Achdut from Parshat to the Infinite Mrs. llana Cowland
Chukat Mrs. Shira Smiles

=
11:50AM The Person Sitting Next to You: ==
10:00AM Personal Story of Jewish Unity Practical Tips for Creating Connection <
Rabhi Leo Dee and Achdut Mrs. Chana Silver

CO5T: ERUNCH BABYSITTING AVAILABLE
40NI5 PROVIDED UPON REQUEST

22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM | REGISTER AT: WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG/EVENTS/TAMUZ2023
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T‘k}d/ 0U Kesher invites you to an engaging \
prfsentation & sodial hour !
What’s in your nonverbal .. QJ

L L 7
communication? .w.
For Senior Singles 60+ -
TUESDAY, JUNE 27, 7:00PM-9:30PM | 30NIS | a

Presented by Aviva Gordon, PhD Professor and Researcher
Explore Insights from Tanach that address non-verbal communication
m .

How do our facial expressions, body, voice, scent, and environment
affect how we feel about others and how they feel about us?

Healthy refreshment will be served -
Register by calling 02-560-9100 x 0. Or online

https://www.ouisrael.org/events/keshereveningevent/ .@.

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9100 | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Join OU Israel LAyla for an

old City Teblﬂlm
Experience

MONDAY JUNE 26, 9:30AM

+ Visit to Kever David
+ Tehillim Paint Workshop
For more info and to register:

www.ouisrael.org/events/tehillim-trip

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9110 | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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SHIUR SPONSORS

Thursday, June 8th - Rabbi Finkelstein's shiur was
sponsored by Barbara Barry in honor of her Birthday

KALMAN WALKER

Monday, June 12th - Rebbetzin Pearl Borrow's shiur was sponsored
by Chana Karp in memory of her mother
1"V 1712 1770 OMNaIR 11 9 Tmw
On her 16th yahrzeit, 24 Sivan

Sunday, June 18th
- all Morning shiurim are sponsored anonymously

AREN'T WHAT

THEY USED TO BE

IF YOU AND YOUR BANK IN ISRAEL OR
ABROAD AREN'T COMMUNICATING
EFFECTIVELY

Tuesday June 20th - Rabbi Breitowitz's shiur is sponsored by
Ronen & Sara Kory & Family in memory of of our beloved father,
Rabbi Chaim Schertz - Rav Chaim Eliezer ben Moshe z'l
on his 5th yahrzeit, 2 Tammuz, June 21

Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year
2"TNYW 12 110 oW1 'Y OMAR 12 00 NRwl 17wy

IF YOU'RE PLANNING SUBSTANTIAL
TRANSFERS FROM ABROAD

IF YOU HAVE ANY BANKING QUESTIONS

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic
year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of their parents,
Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 2"l -
9T OIP0 WD 12 "3T9 1A [0 11 77
Rosi and Ernest Strauss 2”1 -

7"T OINIUW TIT 13 78I T 013N 11 TN

LET ME HELP YOU

052-447-3489
Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur - Minchat Chinuch is sponsored KALMANWALKER@GMAIL.COM
for the academic year 2023 by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman 'l

T N9 N3 7"Y NoN 7T P 13 mn
and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z'| e ?M Protetties Tid
3178971 177112 7T IR INIDW 100 I o
Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by For Sale: Ben Malmon,
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts
arels I mermary of 4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms,
Irma Haas a"h and Hilde Myer a"h
Rabbi Manning’s shiur PorCh: 1St ﬂoorr elevator]
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year A1
"1 119 12 7911 7"Y 1IN N2 1A Nnwa 1Y 6'2 mllllon N IS
Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur Smadar 050-3114040// 02-642-4329
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation smadi_bida@walla.co.il

DOROT - The OUI Wanmens @ ‘:{’
Tntergenerational Choi % PRIHADASH

WOMEN'’S WRITING WORKSHOP
AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30

For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 |,
or Judy 054-569-0410 1}
@,
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e /
- PATHS OF THE

MAHARAL

BOOK LAUNCH event with author

e OU

Dr. Moshe Kuhr S pATHS:
B VAR

Dr. Moshe Kuhr will be joined by
Rabbi Berel Wein
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

o Pt ol g |

30 NIS admission.
Books will be available for purchase.

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9110 | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

TOGETHER WE RAISED OVER

$127,000

FOR THE GROWTH OF NCSY ISRAEL

( GIVING
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Invesiment

webinar
Date: 21 June 2023

SPEAKER: ORIT RAVIV SWERY
Retirement income planning strategies:
We will discuss how to generate a reliable
stream of income from your investments, via
normal and alternative asset classes.

SPEAKER: LIRON MAZOR

Portfolio management and risk mitigation:
Different strategies for managing risk, such
as diversification, asset allocation, and the

use of hedging strategies.

SPEAKER: JAN FAURE
Market trends:
Get an up-to-date assessment of market
trends and economic news that could impact
your investments and retirement planning.

To book your spot please email
bary@rosetta-investments.com
or call the office on 03-5409991

(®) ROSETTA

I N VESTMERNTS

Liron Mazor: 050 914 6138
Orit Raviv: 054 224 4342
www.rosetta-investments.com/en/

o

PANAMA
HATS

ONLY AT SHERLOCKS
Loty of Styles and, Colors Toor

SHERLOCKS

3 Dorot Rishonim

02-563-7155

e Halp i On the Way |

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:
Exercise for ladies
Sundays 12:45-1:30pm
at the OU Israel Center
Sura Faecher 0504153239

UPCOMING LECTURES
from 36 years of hands-on reporting by
David Bedein - at the OU Israel Center

Tuesday, June 20, 7:30pm
Renewed US pressure on Israel:
What everyone needs to know

Tuesday, June 27, 7:30pm
The Unseen US hand in the IDF
withdrawal and expulsions in 2005

Tuesday, July 4, 7:30pm
How Israel can declare independence
from the US and remain friends

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES

Donkey’s
Directive

We are familiar with the complaint of Kor-
ach and his companions Datan and Aviram
against Moshe and Aharon. Yet, when we
look at Moshe Rabbeinu’s retort to Datan
and Aviram’s criticism, it seems peculiar.
Moshe Rabbeinu gets angry and implores
Hashem to refuse the offerings of Korach
and his group. He responds to their censure
by saying that he never even took a donkey
from the people for his personal use (Bamid-
bar 16;15). Rashi notes here that even when
Moshe went back to Mitzrayim to lead the
Jews out of slavery, he took his own donkey.
Is using his own transportation as opposed
to writing it off as a business expense the pri-
mary indication that Moshe was not abusing
his position? Further, we can wonder if
Datan and Aviram even deserved a response
for their flagrant disrespect to Moshe!

Rav Yerucham Levovitz shares here a
powerful insight. It is natural to respond to
critique with categorical denial, especially
if one feels the condemnation is unwar-
ranted. However, Moshe Rabbeinu teaches

"Deb’s Retreat" country house
-4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms

- Large fenced-in swimming
pool, complete privacy

-A quiet, calm, and relaxed

atmosphere in the Lower Galilee
debs-r.com or 054-5585230
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Faculty, OU Israel Center

us to reflect, to see if there is any truth to
the accusation. If, after deep consideration,
Moshe Rabbeinu can indeed say that he
never took anything from Klal Yisrael for
his personal use, even travel expenses
incurred as part of his job, then he is indeed
innocent of any charges leveled against
him. It is easy to reject any admonishment
or deny it. Processing all that is said to us
through an honest and reflective lens is a
sign of greatness. Rav Yisrael Salanter notes
that Dovid Hamelech displays this middah
as well. Dovid Hamelech declares, “baka-
mim aly mire’im tishmana aznai — when
those who would harm me rise up against
me, my ears have heard their doom.”(Te-
hilim 92;12) Even when his enemies leveled
accusations against him, his ears were open
to hear what they had to say. Realizing that
everything said to usis some sort of message
to help us reflect and grow motivates us to
become greater, more expanded people.

Rav Wolbe explains that Moshe Rab-
beinu’s comment about not taking even
a donkey teaches us that the real test of
one's honesty is the way he handles money.
Indeed, Chazal teach that Moshe Rabbeinu
wore a robe without pockets or seams
when dealing with the donations for the
Mishkan so no one could even contemplate
accusing him of dishonesty or corruption.
There is a story told of a man who went to
a contemporary gadol and lauded the shid-
duch he had just made for his daughter to a
young man who he described as a boy with



tremendous yirat shamayim. The gadol
asked him if he ever saw this boy deal with
money since one’s integrity vis a vis money
is the true mark of yirat shamayim.

Rav Druk in Aish Tamid notes that
Moshe’s emphasis on not taking anything
from Am Yisrael for his personal use was
an indication of his true greatness. Genu-
ine leadership is displayed in one whose
whole desire is to serve his people, never to

Professional paint
Doing all'the paint wor
paint thor y
Cleaning afterw
For a quote:

050582808

ul» WirePay Israel

BEATING THE BANKS EVERY TIME

Property purchases. Investment. Living
Expenses. Forward Contracts - lock in the
rate up to 1 year.

5000+

Custemers served

*(REBRANDED FROM FOREX ISRAEL)

intimidate or dominate. Moshe Rabbeinu’s
humility is evident; the property of his peo-
ple was not his for the taking.

The beauty of Torah is in the varied and
diverse ways that it can be understood. The
Noam Elimelech sees Moshe’s statement as a
plea of respite and forgiveness from his peo-
ple. Supporting a Torah scholar generates
a power of protection that helps one resist
sin. Thus, Moshe Rabbeinu declares that he
is at fault for the people’s state, for had he
allowed them to provide him with a donkey,
they would not have come to sin so quickly.
This undeniably distinguishes Moshe Rabbe-
inu as the quintessential leader of all time.

D-B3Y

Debby Architecture &Design
- Interior design according to
needs, style, and profession

$4B+

Exchanged

ISRAEL'S LEADING
MONEY TRANSFER
COMPANY

Since

2007

() +972 2 624 0288

(®) info@wirepayisrael.com
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Jewish
Leadership

Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt’l, Rosh Yeshiva of
Mesivta Tifereth Jerusalem on the Lower
East Side of Manhattan, was the Poseik
haDor, the leading Halachic authority
of his generation. He was adored for his
compassion, sensitivity and midos tovos,
and respected for his unmatched genius
and hasmada, constant engagement in Tal-
mud Torah. Reb Moshe’s wise counsel and
psak were sought by Jews worldwide who
turned to the tzadik with questions and
quandaries large and small. Igros Moshe,
a nine volume series of responsa, includes
thousands of Reb Moshe’s teshuvos and has
its own index to navigate the range of topics
covered, titled Yad Moshe.

Anecdotes relating to Reb Moshe’s
self-perception are insightful and instruc-
tive. Once, a woman who remembered Reb
Moshe from his younger years as a Rav in
Russia asked what position he now occu-
pied in America: “Do you have a congrega-
tion or lead a community?” “I say a shiur,”
R’ Moshe replied with deep simplicity, “and
sometimes I answer people’s questions and
pasken a she’eilah (issue a halachic ruling).”

There was nary a topic relating to Jew-
ish life and living that Reb Moshe did not
address in his corpus of p’sak. A reporter

42  TORAH TIDBITS 1520 / KORACH

RABBI JUDAH

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

seeking to understand the global con-
sensus and devotion to the Gadol haDor
once asked Reb Moshe about the process
through which he reached the pinnacle
of Jewish leadership, and how and when
he was declared the greatest authority on
Jewish law in the generation.

Smiling, Reb Moshe replied, “I really
don’t know the answer to your question. All
I can tell you is that I do my best to answer
people who come to me with halachic ques-
tions. Often, they return a second time with
something else to ask, so I imagine they are
satisfied with the answers they receive.”

Our sedra this week details the rebellion
of Korach, a talented and righteous Jew with
great potential for leadership and impact
on Klal Yisrael, who remains an example of
tragic failure and fall from grace.

Korach was fixated on hierarchy, roles
and titles, and who was deserving of status
and power or not. While seeking to appear
as a champion of spiritual equality and
open religious access within the commu-
nity, Korach also made the claim that he
himself was most qualified and worthy of
being the Kohen Gadol. For Korach, lead-
ership clearly meant power, entitlement
and self-importance to him, despite his
‘campaign pitch’. However, in seeking to
undermine Moshe Rabbeinu’s leadership,
he revealed the vast chasm of difference in
the midos and mentality of the two men.

On the opposite end of the spectrum



was Moshe Rabbeinu, the greatest man
who has ever lived, who having reached
the pinnacle of human achievement and
self-actualization was nonetheless 7xm vy
ITND 2970y ¥R DR on, “exceedingly
humble, more so than any person on the
face of the earth” (Bamidbar, 12:3). And it
was specifically by means of this humility
that he experienced the greatest level of
clarity, revelation and dveykus.
D38 /N YT IR N SR Tiy K033 DpRD)
DI375R

There was never a prophet like Moses
in the People of Israel, who knew Hashem
face to face. (Devarim, 34:10)

YR 93T TYRD D°3g7OR D23g NYnTOR 1 93T
MYION

Hashem would speak to Moshe face to
face, as one person speaks to another. (She-
mos, 33:11)

The Baal Shem Tov says that Hashem Yis-
borach acts midah k’neged midah, ‘measure
for measure’ with us, and lowers” himself to
shine His Infinite light upon a human being
(who lowers himself). Thus did Hashem
speak with Moshe ‘face to face’ =27 -wro
my1or v, ‘with the same humility that
Moshe spoke with his fellows.’

Despite his great stature and awesome

"8l T 1271V TIWn

Estates, Probate,
and Inheritances*

Oded
Lewensohn,
Adv. & Notary

Real Estate
Transactions

spiritual accomplishments, Moshe Rabbeinu
remains the paradigm of authentic Jewish
leadership: humility, self sacrifice and com-
plete bitul, self-effacement before the needs
of the People and the Will of Hashem.

It is said that the reason Rav Yosef Karo,
the Mechaber or author of the Shulchan
Aruch, was universally accepted and his
codification of Jewish law remains the tem-
plate of Jewish practice throughout the gen-
erations is that never once did he demand
of others, “Kabel daati; you must accept my
opinion.” As with Moshe Rabbeinu, Reb
Moshe Feinstein and all the true tzadikim,
the mark of Torah leadership is the midah
of humility. Their focus is never self-serv-
ing, rather only serving others and Hashem
sincerely and wholeheartedly.

The kernel of truth in Korach’s claim is
that we are all leaders. May we also learn
from his courage — and use it positively, to
‘lower ourselves’ and to take up the responsi-
bility to serve and inspire those around us....

MSY NNIDY
NITONA D99 )2 yWHIN’ DNYAN
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"MIWI 11 10229 W.ewensohn Raz & Co. I

Law Offices & Notary

~ Y\

Moshe Raz,
Adv.

Tama 38 and Renovation
Construction Projects

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | Tel: 02-6731000 | Email: office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il
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THIS WEEK: CAN YOU .
HELP a single mother living ’
on welfare make a Bat nTY e

Mitzvah celebration forher YESH EZRA
daughter? 3

Can you help?

Checks:
Make out to “Yesh Ezra”
Send to: Yesh Ezra, POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem, 9136101
e Bank Transfer: Bank Mercantile (17),
Branch 642, A/C 79747843, Yesh Ezra
To obtain your tax benefit receipt, send
details by Whatsapp/emaiil.
e Credit card:
Sara at 077-820-0196
Sunday, Monday, and Wednesday
(10:15am - 2:45pm)
*  Website: www.yeshezra.org
Click on “Donate Now”
Inquiries:
Menachem Persoff

050-570-1067
menpmp@gmail.com

¥ 41 30 MONTHS

" TO MOVE-IN
The Apartment?

SPACIOUS!

The Price?

RARE!

The Payment Plans?

EXCELLENT!

Izrael Quarter neighborhood, Afula

3 room apts. (s1sam)

1,210,000

4 room apts. ©2sam)

1,270,000
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FOR SALE:

SPACIOUS PENTHOUSE IN BAKA.
Fixer-Upper with great potential. 142
sgm (1530 sq feet), + 53 sgm attic
space, + 45 sgm sukkah balcony in
best Baka location.

FRENCH HILL: WITH VIEW TO
HAR HABAYI|T— Ha’'Etzel. Renovated
92sgm, 4 rooms, storage, elevator, 6th
(top) floor with room for sukkah on the

roof. View of Temple Mount, Great

AIRBNB, investment.

CASPI (next to Baka):5 rooms,
116m Views!, Sukkah balcony, fully
renovated in renewed building,
elevator, storage room, ample street

parking. TP

Arcadia Properties
Call: Sharon Friedman

054 426 2327 ARCADIA

LY P
CARDO PROPERTIES

FOR RENT
IN THE CITY CENTER

Rechavia - Keren Hayesod
St., 3-bedroom unfurnished
apt. available for rent starting
immediately, 2nd floor,
dining area, good condition,
2 bathrooms, 1 shower,
balconies, excellent location,
near public transportation

Asking: 8500nis/month
CALL: 052 2604394
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Real Life Rescues

Saving A Diner In An Eilat Hotel

On Tuesday at 9 A.M., a man in his 50s experienced a
sudden cardiac arrest while having breakfast in the dining
hall of Eilat’s Neptune Hotel. Eyewitnesses immediately
called for medical assistance.

Yehuda Ben Yatach, a volunteer EMT from United
Hatzalah, happened to be nearby when his proximity
alert was triggered. Without hesitation, he jumped on
his ambucycle and raced to the scene. Yehuda, the first
responder on site, found hotel employees performing
chest compressions on the man, who had already
received one electric shock from the hotel’s defibrillator.
Taking charge, Yehuda continued with chest compressions
and cleared the patient’s airway by suctioning secretions
before delivering a second shock.

A mobile intensive care crew arrived minutes later,
joining forces with Yehuda. United Hatzalah paramedic
Liad Ohana, who happened to be vacationing in a nearby
hotel also received the emergency alert from United
Hatzalah’s Dispatch and Command center. Liad left his
family, informing them he would return shortly, and
swiftly made his way to the scene in his car.

Upon Liad’s arrival, he integrated into the medical team,
providing advanced life support such as intubation and
medications. After a joint effort of half an hour, the
patient regained his pulse and started breathing again.
He was promptly transported to the hospital for further
treatment.

After the incident, Liad said, “I entered the medical
field 15 years ago, and until this day | am committed to
responding to emergencies and volunteering my skills
to save lives. My ultimate goal is to help people return
to their loved ones and resume their lives at the end of
the day.”

ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
* Ml ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

whww.anglo-saxon
JERUSALEM

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:

Kiryat Moshe "The Rova 1" - 6 rooms, brand new,
sunny, well-lit, balcony, view, 2 covered parking
spots, store room, accessible for disabled,
immediate occupancy. Exclusive! 053-6725042

Mordot Ein Kerem (Derech Carmit) - 5 rooms,
second floor, quiet, well-kept, excellent condition,
forest view, on the light rail line, move-in ready.
Exclusive! 053-6725042

Rasco (Tchernichovsky) - Last 4 + 5 room apts
and penthouses in New Boutique Building Top
floors (5-7), huge Sukkah terraces, Shabbat
elevator, view, elegantly designed, quality
finishings, 3 exposures, quiet, central location.
llana 053-4872526

3 Moshe Hess St., Jerusalem
0778038511

Shabbos Bistro .

%
A

Premium delicious shabbes meals
Openning hours:

Thursday 12 pm-2am
Friday 8am-3pm

02-9964469 | (&) 054-8777347
Iben Shafrut 5, Rehavia, Jerusalem
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ere is a verse which should
be familiar to each of us which

appears in the shir shel yom for
Shabbat, Tzadik KaTamar Yifrach - The
Righteous Blossom like the date palm.

The Arizal points out that the Sofei Teivot,
the concluding letters of the words Tzadik
KaTamar Yifrach - Kuf Reish Chet - spell out
Korach.

How are we to understand this teaching
from the Ari HaKadosh, that encrypted in
this verse about the blossoming potential of
the righteous, is an allusion to Korach who
seemingly represents an individual who is
far from being righteous?

In addition, and in contrast to the depic-
tion of Korach's challenge to Moshe and
Ahron's leadership roles, Parshat Korach
contains the interesting miracle which
occurs to Ahron's staff- V'hinei Parach Matei
Ahron L'Veit Levi,Vayeitzei Perch,Vayatzeitz
tzitz, Vayigmol Shkeidim - And behold the
staff of Ahron of the house of Levi had blos-
somed;it brought forth a blossom,sprouted a
bud and developed almonds.

In explaining this verse, Rabbi Geda-
liah Schorr zt'l points out that normally
when a fruit appears in nature, a bud first
appears on the tree, then that bud turnsto a
blossom, and then the blossom disappears
and a fruit begins to grow. However, here,
when it comes to the miraculous growth
that springs forth from Ahron's staff, the
buds, flowers and almonds are occurring
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% ¥ SIMCHAT SHMUEL
BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

simultaneously.

Rav Gedaliah Schorr explains that this
miracle is meant to teach us a fundamental
message about what differentiates Ahron
from Korach. Ahron represents an individ-
ual who is in a constant state of growth and
renewal and thus his staff reflects this - the
buds, blossoms and fruit (almonds) are
present simultaneously, as there is constant
ongoing growth and renewal. Even after
Ahron has achieved great spiritual growth,
he doesn't rest, yet continues to seek oppor-
tunities for further growth and renewal.
This, explains Rav Gedaliah Schorr, is the
meaning of our verse -Tzadik KaTamar
Yifrach - Ahron was in a constant process of
growth and renewal.

Indeed, every single one of us has within
us that same potential to either blossom
like that tamar and bear fruit, or chas v'sha-
lom to not see that potential for continued
growth actualized. Each of us must work
diligently to bring that innate potential to
fruition.

Yehi Ratzon, may we each be blessed to
emulate Ahron HaKohein, to strive to expe-
rience constant growth and renewal in our
Avodat Hashem.

Shabbat Shalom. m

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-5101

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care




Short Term Rental available
for the Summer/Rosh Hashana/
Yom Kippur/Sukkot

Luxury furnished
4 Bedroom
4.5-bathroom
Penthouse in
the sky with
unobstructed views. Large terrace of
100m plus an additional sukkah terrace
that seats 28 people. Fully equipped
with 2 ovens, 3 sinks, 2 dishwashers,
washer, dryer & much more. Building is
secured with private parking included.
Price for summer is $500 a night. Price for
Holidays ranges from $700-$1000 a night.
Excellent location.
1 minute walk from light rail and
8-minute walk from Gan Sacher.

Please call Ricki at 19546006333

or email Rickikanetizas@gmail.com

Plannning on doing

RENOVATIONS?
GO WITH THE PROS!
Call

AICORE

FEONSTRUCT

FOR ALL YOUR
CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

058 707 9771

CORECONSTRUCT.CO.IL

(©) corE.cONSTRUCT

-

Z% MI1ownAn
= Du AMISHHENOT
H———

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m,
completely renovated, underfloor heating +
a/c, large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small
luxurious building with character, alone
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations,
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m,
parking, store-room

5750000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor
+ elevator, renovated by architect, fireplace, a/c,
very central, close to all amenities

MENDEL 052-8980111

TALBIEH - 3 rooms, 80m, 2nd floor + elevator,
completely renovated, wall cabinets, electrical
appliance, A/C, 2 bathrooms, storage-room,
immediate, lease

2690000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111

ADAM st. close to Arnona Hatzeira, in a step
building, very spacious 5 rooms + terrace, 40m,
open view, renovated, private entrance, quiet,
potential of adding extra unit, 3450000 nis

MICHAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA - 3 rooms, that will be transformed
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room,
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS
MICHAEL 052-3202488

BAKA a stunning 3 story house on a quiet and
pastoral cul-de-sac, very high end designed,
swimming-pool, large wrap around garden,
parking

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse,
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace /
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces,
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated,
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488
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GEULAS YISRAEL

Geulah
& Achdut

The Korach earthquake left our nation in
complete chaos. Just a few months earlier,
the entire population had gathered into
marching formation, preparing to stride
into Israel. The Jewish encampment in the
desert was a logistical marvel, highly orga-
nized and highly coordinated. Each shevet
occupied a distinct and well-defined sector
with the entire convoy partitioned by flags.

Transporting a population of three
million strong across a sandy desert is no
small logistical feat, and it requires highly
synchronized teamwork. According to
one opinion of the gemara they journeyed
in the "camp formation" rather than in
single-file, further demanding precise and
detailed choreography. The scene in par-
shat Beha’alotecha is a model of coopera-
tion and coordination.

It is also a model of a harmonious "divi-
sion of labor". During an elaborate inaugu-
ration ceremony, the Levi'im were inducted
into their dual role. Tasked with guarding
the Mishkan, they intermediated between
the general population and the shechinah.
However, they also assisted the Kohanim
in their daily korbanot and in general
Mishkan operations. They were content
playing these subsidiary roles, without
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demanding the limelight. Beha’alotecha
presents an idyllic scene of social harmony
and of national achdut- both within the
Jewish encampment and within the overall
population.

Korach 's rebellion shattered everything.
Demanding equal political and religious
rights, he incited Levi'im into a full-scale
rebellion. Moshe's unrelenting rivals,
Datan and Aviram, exploited this mutiny
to intensify their personal vendetta against
him. Two hundred and fifty dissenters,
hailing from the tribe of Reuven, joined
the insurrection, hoping to recover their
forefather's lost glory and abdicate title. It
was an all-out contest of everyone against
everyone, and we quickly spiraled into
anarchy. Our national harmony was ripped
to shreds by the Korach mutiny.

This revolt is the final event recorded by
the Torah before the forty year "break in the
action". The Torah doesn’t document any
events which transpired during those forty
dark years, primarily, because nothing sig-
nificant occurred, other than the slow and
tragic extinction of an entire generation.
Effectively, from a literary standpoint, the
Korach uprising launched our mini-gallus
of forty years in an empty desert.

Conceivably, national tefillah and teshu-
vah could have reversed the forty-year
mini-galus which had been sentenced to us
after the meraglim fiasco. After all, just a
year earlier, a harsh divine punishment for
the egel sin had been commuted. Korach's



rebellion, however, profoundly ruptured
our social fabric and eliminated any hope
for national recovery. A fractured nation
could not rally to tefillah or to teshuvah.
Our fate was sealed.

The Sale of Yosef

Of course, this was not the first time, nor
the only time in history that Jewish exile
was triggered by social strife. Our first exile
to Egypt was sparked by a sibling rivalry
which erupted into the shameful sale of
Yosef. Had the family not been fractured,
history may have taken a different trajec-
tory. Thousands of years later, on the eve
of our lengthiest exile, this hideous crime
would come back to haunt us.

The brutal murder of the ten martyrs,
signaled the start of our dreaded and
lengthy galus. During the show trial of our
legendary Torah scholars, the Roman pros-
ecutors invoked the crime of Yosef's sale as
the basis for this punitive verdict. Just as we
were about to depart for our long odyssey
through history we were reminded, once
again, that Jewish exile is always triggered
by social disharmony.

Sadly, we didn't need this gruesome
reminder. During the final stages of the
second Beit Hamikdash, our society was
wracked by strife, discord and bloody civil
wars which took tens of thousands of lives.
Our society was badly splintered into com-
peting factions which sparred for political
and religious control.

Eventually, facing a brutal Roman siege,
we plummeted into even greater conflict.
We had stored up enough grain to outlast
several years of a siege, however during
the siege, warring sects burned each other's
granaries, introducing widespread hunger
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and disease. When the Romans finally
breached the walls of Yerushalayim they
discovered a city of corpses and skeletons.
The Romans didn’t conquer Yerushalayim,
the city collapsed under the weight of dis-
pute and internal conflict.

Jewish exile is always a product of soci-
etal disunity. From Yosef to Korach, to the
civil wars of the second Beit Mikdash, this
sad cycle repeats itself throughout Jewish
history.

Every Jew Owns Israel

The Land of Israel was awarded to a
people and not to individuals. When our
national unity frays, our hold on our Land
erodes. The notion that Israel belongs to
the larger community and not to any one
individual group or faction, is illustrated by
an interesting halacha. The easiest method
to halachically transfer ownership of a
portable item (known as ma'aseh kinyan)
is to package it together with a land trans-
fer. Smaller portable items can be bundled
together with land and sold as one package
through a process known as agav. This fac-
ile method of a kinyan transaction depends
upon the seller actually owning transfer-
able land.

The great French Tosafot scholar known
as Rabenu Tam, the 12® century grandson
of Rashi, asserted that even Jews who do
not actually own land can execute this
kinyan process, since every Jew, effectively,
owns a potential burial plot in Israel. This
narrow halachic application, allowing the
use of a hypothetical burial plot in Israel as
the basis for a land-based kinyan process,
reflects the broader truth that the Land of
Israel is a national heritage. Because it is a
national commons, when our achdut falls
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into disrepair our hold on the Land weak-
ens and the dark specter of galus appears
upon the horizon.

Intergenerational Community

Israel belongs to every Jew, even those
who are no longer amongst the living.
Though the original generation which left
Egypt was condemned to die in the desert,
they legally inherited the Land of Israel. A
very complex and elaborate system was
installed to allocate Land in Israel. A parcel
of land was posthumously awarded to each
original member of the generation which
had departed Egypt, but had passed away in
the desert. The lands then reverted to their
living children who physically entered the
Land. Israel belongs to an intergenerational
community of Jews, and not just whichever
generation happens to be inhabiting it. Our
deed to this Land is communal and histor-
ical, and when our solidarity splinters our
deed becomes voided.

Broadcasting "Oneness"

The Land of God lies beyond human
reach and beyond human capacity. Only
those whom Hashem authorizes stand any
chance to settle this small parcel of Land.
Throughout history, dominant empires
attempted, in vain, to establish permanent
holds on this Land, but, inevitably, they all
came up empty. Unlike other regions on
this planet, settlement in the Land of God
must be divinely ordained.

We were specifically chosen to inhabit
this Land as part of our national and his-
torical mission to represent Hashem in this
world. Our deed to Israel is integrated with
our mission of spreading knowledge of
Hashem to all of humanity.

One of the basic tenets of monotheism is



the Oneness of Hashem. Ideally, our own
unity should reflect His indivisibility and
Oneness. When our unity reflects His, our
mission is successful, and our presence in
Israel is justified. When we fall into social
disunity, we no longer fully represent His
oneness and our lease on His Land falters.

Homogenizing Minhagim?

Part of the historical project of return-
ing home is reinstating the unity we lost
during exile. The enormous challenge of
unifying religious and non-observant Jews
is obvious, but even within the Orthodox
community we face many interesting and
unprecedented questions, as we walk
through the uncharted territory of Jewish
redemptive history.

Minhagim and other customs such as
nusach hatefillah were crucial to maintain-
ing Jewish identity throughout a punishing
exile. Communal identity and communal
traditions are major elements of religious
identity and our diverse and particularized
customs preserved Jewish identity and
strengthened our sense of "belonging".

Now that we have all gathered "under
one roof", in one country, will we begin
to standardize some of these differences?
Obviously, strict halachic ordinances
are unchanging and cannot be ignored
or homogenized. However, as history
unfolds and more of the Jewish population
"encamps" in Israel, it is possible that we
will secure greater unity by homogenizing
some of the different minhagim which we
brought home from our exile. These differ-
ences were crucial to our survival when we
were lost in history, but may deter national
solidarity in our Homeland. m
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Back On The Market! 70 SQM apartment with 14 SQM
building rights, fully accessible, 3 rooms + safe room,
building parking, popular street! Asking: 2,390,000 NIS

Spacious and well-kept 4-room apartment. 756 SQM, 2nd
floor, bright. Close to shopping centers, cafes, and Shuls.
Attractive price! - Asking: 2,850,000 NIS

Just Listed! Located just outside the Machane Yehuda
shuk! 50 SQM duplex apt., 20 SQM succah balcony, 3
rooms, 1.5 baths, 2nd floor. Asking: 2,580,000 NIS

Tremendous 210 SQM duplex apartment, on ane of the
most popular streets in Rehavia. 4 bedrooms(ansuites),
plus a safe room. Large living and dining area, modermn
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Excellent Rental in Rehavia! 50 SQM, 1.5 beds, 1 bath,
AC in every room, high ceilings, balcony. Well-kept, 5
steps, prime location! Asking: 5,500 NIS Per month

- n____
224 SQM Mini penthouse, 6 rooms, 3.5 baths, 2

balconies(large succah balcony), modern and renovated,
shabbat elevator, breathtaking views of the old city.

Hakatzir, Dagan
Modern & Highly renovated 156 sqm, 4 bedrooms,

succah balcony, gorgeous views, Shabbat elevator,
covered parking, 3 exposures. Contact for mare info!
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Yaar Baram, Nofim, Modi'in
In the Popular Nofim Garden project! 130 SQM duplex
penthouse, 5 Rooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 2 large succah
balconies, 2 parking spots, storage, fully accessible, open
views, new building! Contact for info!
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Yaniv@gabairealestate.com [
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SHABBO

Introduction

On January 1, 2000, the New York Times
printed a special edition to commemorate
the newspaper’s 100" anniversary. This
commemorative edition included the front
page of the first edition of the newspaper
100 years ago, the front page of the current
newspaper, and a front page projecting what
might be written 100 years later. The writ-
ers wrote articles about what they guessed
might be in the news in another century.
On the bottom of the page, there was a box
listing the Shabbos candle lighting time for
January 2100. The non-Jewish editor of the
newspaper was asked why he specifically
chose to include that seemingly random
item. His response was as follows - "We don’t
know what will happen in the year 2100. It is
impossible to predict the future. But of one
thing you can be certain. That in the year
2100 Jews will still be keeping Shabbos™.

This inspiring story emphasizes to us the
eternality and constancy of Shabbos. No
matter what happens, no matter where we
are, or what century we live in, Shabbos
will always continue to exist. This is an
amazing thing!

However, on the other hand, because
Shabbos is so eternal, and most of us have
grown up with it and have been keeping it
for decades, it is often taken for granted.
This is truly unfortunate! There is so much
beauty inherent in the Shabbos experience
but because we never bother to focus on it
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
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Wommen Reaching Higher

and to delve into it, we miss out.

We learn in Gemara Shabbos 10b — "™mx
naw) o a3 b v naw M b -‘l":l]?-‘l %
Sxrwb My wpan v - Hashem said to
Moshe: I have special present in my treasure
house which is called Shabbos and I want to
give it to Bnei Yisrael.

Rav Shlomo Levenstein in his book ;inm
MXN expands on this Gemara and explains
as follows. If a man of limited means says
he has a treasure locked in a safe, you can
assume it’s probably not worth very much.
On the other hand, if a millionaire says he
has a treasure stored in the safe, you can
assume it’s of great value. Here, the One
with the treasure house, is none other than
HaKadosh Baruch Hu. If Shabbos is consid-
ered one of the greatest gifts He has stored
in His safe, this means it is of utmost value.
Shabbos is the n>7an <p», the root of all
blessing in this world, but we need to spend
the time to uncover what that means.

This week, we are beginning a new topic
for this column. In this column - “Towards
Meaningful Shabbos” - we will bezrat
Hashem take a step back and really analyze
all the components of our Shabbos expe-
rience — from lighting candles to Shalom
Aleichem, from Zemirot to Havdala, from
Lechem Mishna to the underlying concepts
of the 39 Melachot, and everything in
between.

It is my hope that in this way, we will
uplift our weekly Shabbos experience,
grow in our Avodat Hashem, and tap into
the special Bracha that is inherent in the
Shabbos. m



Dear Women,

| am turning to you in the hope that you will do a tremendous
chesed. There is a wonderful, religious couple who do not have
children.
They are looking for a donor egg; from a Jewish woman who is
either single or a widow or a married woman who froze her eggs
before she got married and would like to donate. These are the
options, as the husband is a Kohen.

If you or anyone that you may know is interested in becoming a
donor, please send a message to the following number:

050-5712448

The process will be carried out in full accordance with halacha.

A respectable fee will be paid.

Torah observant women preferred. Process will be in accordance with the law.

Please forward this message to other groups.
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One Person's
Passion for
the Land

When the deep holy desire of love of Zion,
of remembrance of the Land, to which all
delights are attached grows strong in the
soul, even the individual soul, it opens
up a fountain-flow for the entire com-
munity, for myriad souls attached to
her.” (Eretz Chefetz 5:7) (Naor translation)

Rav Kook accentuates the powerful
reverberations of a single person’s yearn-
ing for the Land.

Ostensibly Rav Kook is echoing a central
tenet found in Chassidut - namely, the
remarkable stature and influence of aTzad-
dik. Numerous chassidic texts emphasize
the notion that the saint/ tzaddik - should
be honored and recognized for their
righteousness and even more so for their
incalculable influence on this world and
even the upper world.

The following is one example from the
writings of Rebbe Nachaman of Breslov on
this topic, with whom Rav Kook was well
versed:

“The true leader of the generation ought
to be a great tzaddik indeed...After achiev-
ing such a state, he is capable by mere
contemplative observation, reflecting on
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each Jew, to bring sparkle and light into
everyone’s mind and intellect, distributing
greatness to each in accordance with capac-
ity and the quality of mind.” (Likkutei Eztot,
Zaddik, no.108) (‘The Religious Thought of
Hasidism, Lamm, p. 301).

The influence of a tzaddik can be under-
stood in mystical terms, as Rebbe Nachman
seems to intimate above, or it can simply be
understood rationally. Namely, a person of
great charisma and influence can deeply
impact the thoughts and actions of others.

Rav Kook: The Tzaddik’s Unique Role

In a powerful passage found in Rav
Kook’s Orot Hateshuvah (8:6) he speaks
about the fact that the teshuva of tzaddikim
brings a great light to “shine in all the dark-
ened pathways.” This notion can be applied
to the effect that a saintly personality can
have in regards to kindling a greater love
and yearning for the Land.

“When the tzaddikim do teshuva, they
cause the light of holiness to shine in all of
the darkened pathways. The blemishes that
they find within themselves, the counsel
that they create for themselves so as to rise
from [their] descent and from the despair
in their heart to the clear light of supernal
holiness and straightness - these themselves
become great lights that illuminate the
world. Whoever feels within himself the
depth of the consolation of teshuva and the
embitterment of thought [associated with]



rectifying his blemishes - both those whose
rectification is within his grasp and those
whose rectification is not yet within his
grasp, regarding which he hopes for [God’s]
compassion - binds himself to the company
of the tzaddikim, from whose thoughts of
teshuva the entire world is renewed with a
new light. (Orot Hateshuvah 8:6).

Rav Kook is speaking not only of the ‘tzad-
dik’s’ influence but surely every person's
potential to make an enduring impact. Pos-
itive actions - even positive thoughts - have
aripple effect for the good:

“A person knows that the moment that a
stream of ruach hakodesh pours down on
his soul, at any moment that a person uplifts
himself through good deeds, [which comes
about] through an awakening from above
which pines for Godliness, for wisdom and
righteousness, for beauty and justice - this
brings a perfecting of the spiritual charac-
ter of all of existence. (Orot Hakodesh Vol.
3,p.314).

Without question Rav Kook was a shining
example of a single individual's extraordi-
nary impact. He inspired multitudes to
more passionately pursue the fulfillment of
the mitzvah of yearning for the Land and
more practically making the Land of Israel
home.

Another remarkable illustration of a rab-
bininc leader who impacted others in their
love of the Land was Rabbi Joseph Solove-
itchik. Rabbi Soloveitchik highlighted the
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notion that at times it requires the courage
of one individual to venture out on his own
and heroically make his mark.

In an address given at a Mizrachi conven-
tion entitled “And Joseph Dreamt a Dream,”
Rabbi Soloveitchik describes the conflict
between Yosef and his brothers. The broth-
ers represented a conservative approach,
while Yosef understood that changes were
taking place and that it was necessary to
plan and prepare accordingly. Yosef acted
with a modern consciousness - he took note
of innovation and change and responded
positively. In Rabbi Soloveitchik’s view, this
position - sensitivity to the changing reality
- is what characterized the Mizrachi move-
ment, and Religious Zionism as a whole, in
the modern era.

Rabbi Soloveitchik, speaking from a per-
sonal perspective, states that he came from
the rabbinical tradition that had opposed
Zionism, and whose love of Eretz Yisrael
had never been garbed in political gar-
ments, preferring instead the language of
Torah and prayer. Why, then, did he adopt
the Zionist position, thereby severing him-
self from his family tradition? Because, the
Rav testified, “I feel that Divine Providence
ruled like Joseph and against his brothers”
(Five Addresses’ p.36). B
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THE Y FILES

(HERUSHALBYAM)

0K, HI, VIEWERS, I'M SORRY TO
| HAVE TO TELL YOU THIS SHOW
15 ALL COMPLETELY WRONG!

Year 2:
ISRAEL

The Bamon Crater”

THIS 15 A SHOW ABOUT THE
IIAMBH CRATER, 15 1T Ilﬂl'"

ELL, YEAH, BUT...

Mm THIS RATHER LARGE !HIJEN
IN THE DESERT LANDSCAPE HERE
15 - TO THE BEST OF MY
UNDERSTANDING - THE RAMON
CRATER, 1517 NOT?

WELL, YEAH, BUT...

WELL, THEN, MIS5 ZORRO, IF | SEEM TO HAVE
GOT THOSE FUNDAMENTALS RIGHT -
| FAIL TO SEE HOW IT CAN BE
. “ALL COMPLETELY WRONG"?

(MY NAME'S ZROA, AS mu
KNOW VERY WELL,
MR. YERUSHALML...
AND, YES, THIS 1S
MACHTESH RAMON,
BUT...

OH, WELL THAT'S A RELIEF, | THOUGHT IT
MIGHT BE TRAFALGAR SOUARE IN DISGUISE...

DUDE, WE KNOW, 0K? )

BUT YOU CHOSE THIS PLACE FOR THIS WEEK BECAUSE
OF KORACH, RIGHT?
BECAUSE (RATERS ARE HUGE “MOUTHES” THAT OPEN
UP SUDDENLY IN THE LAND?

/_GEIII!S; | KNOW...
S

HO, MR. YERUSHALMI,
I'M AFRAID IT'S NOT....

" URGH! HELP ME OUT

I'LL HAVE YOU KHOW |
INVEST A GREAT DEAL OF TIME

HERE, ORD. _ AHD EFFORT RESEARCHING
" DUDE, WHAT WE'RE TRYING THESE LOCATIONS FOR THESE
T0 SAY I5 THERE'S BEEN A P» SHOWS!
MISTAKE WITH YOUR RESEARCH WHY, | ONCE ATE 325 “BAZOOKA+
THIS TIME... JOES” JUST IN CASE ONE OF THR
WRAPPERS HAD ANY INFO ON
THE MODIIN MONKEY PARK

ONIT...

WELL, THAT’S EASILY SOLVED -
DOWT BE AFRAID -

YOU Just
HIT THE "RECORD" BUTTOM...
WERE GOING LIVE IN THREE...

[ THINK OF RAINDROPS OH MOSES
AND WHISKEYS ON KITTENS
OR WHATEVER...

YOUR SISTER, MEAHWHILE, CAH
BEFREIND SOME WOODLAKD
CRITTERS AND DREAM OF UNICORNS

OR SOMETHING...

EXCUSE MET!

BUT Nﬂ'llllllﬁ, I’M THE REPORTER
HERE, | DO THE TALKING
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SHAPED LIKE AN

ELONGATED HEART - THE
RAMON CRATER RUNS SOME
40 KILOMETRES LONG AND
500 METRES DEEP, AND (AN
BE SEEN FROM SPACE...

MULTI-COLOURED SAND LAYERS,

~ AND LOCAL WILDLIFE INCLUDES J"'
A NEW HERD OF WILD ASIATIC DONKEYS,
WHO WERE NEAR-EXTINCT IN THIS AREA,

HYENAS, I1BEXS AND THE ﬂ[[ﬁSlﬂul i

ITS WALLS AND ROCKS BOAST

AS WELL AS

ILL-MANKERED TOURIST...

WELL, FANS, THAT'S ALL FOR THIS
TIME.
IN A WEEK OF SUDDEN CRATERS
QPENING UP IN THE GROUND
AND GOBBLING UP KORACH AND (0,
WE HAVE BEEN PRIVILEGED TO BRING

YOU SUCH A RELEVANT EPISODE.

NO, DUDE,
IT WASN'T...

7

" 80... YOU'RE SAYING | JUST -
MADE A WHOLE EPISODE -
BROADCASTED LIVE - THAT
HAS ABSOLUTELY HOTHING TO DO
WITH THE EARTH OPENING UP?
1ERD RELEVANCE WHATSOEVER
T0 KORACH'S...?

SORRY, DUDE,
WE DID TRY TO
WARHN YOU...

[usm. CRATERS ARE USUALLY FORMED |

HEBREWTISED HIS SURHAME TO "RAMON",
BECAUSE HE LOVED THIS AREA 50 MUCH...

THE FAMOUS ISRAELI ASTRONAUT
ILAN WOLFERMAN

AFTER HIS TRAGIC DEATH, %%
N.AS.A HAMED A
CRATER ON THE MOON IN
HIS HONOUR -
“THE RAMON (RATER"”

BY SUDDEN IMPACT LIKE METEOR CRASHES,
OR BY VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS...
BUT THIS ISN'T REALLY A CRATER!

THE FIVE 50-CALLED CRATERS OF THE
NEGEV WORK THE OPPOSITE - THEY'RE A
A GEOLOGICAL MARVEL, ALMOST ||

F THEY'RE “EROSION CIRQUES”, AS THEYRE

CALLED, LANDFORMS SURROUNDED STEEP ROCK,
WITH A DEEP CLOSED VALLEY IN THE MIDDLE...
-

THIS ONE IS THE LARGEST OF ITS KIND IN
THE WORLD!

... THEY DOM'T OPEN UP SUDDENLY, THEY'R
FORMED BY THE GRADUAL EROSION
OF THE SOFT SANDSTONE IN ITS MIDDLE, OVER
THOUSANDS OF YEARS, WHILE THE SOLID
ROCK PERIMITER STANDS TS GROUND,

MYSELF, OF COURSE...

BUT ON THIS
QCCASION, I...

UNIQUE TO ISRAEL... 50 T0 SPEAK......
WELL, I'M USED TO "..| WISH THE GROUND WOULD
MAKING A COMPLETE 0PEN UP AMHB:
BAFFOON OF

SWALLOW ME UP!
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Lessons from our Leaders

Upon reading Parshat Korach care-
fully, we see that Korach's rebellion was
not directed at Moshe, but rather against
Aharon as Kohen Gadol. We can learn from
both Aharon and Moshe’s response. Instead
of reacting with a proactive response to his
rebellion, Aharon chose to remain silent.
There are multiple occasions throughout
the Torah where we see Aharon's profound
silence. For example, around two months
ago we read in Parshat Shemini about the
death of Nadav and Avihu, two of Aharon’s
sons. The Torah writes “ax ovy “and
Aharon was silent”. It is evident from this
response that nothing could be said. Inter-
estingly, Aharon responds similarly in Par-
shat Korach. Aharon once again responds
with silence.

The Ramban writes that Aharon chose
silence because Korach made him doubt if
he was worthy of being the Kohen Gadol in
the first place. Aharon was the Kohen Gadol
only because Hashem commanded him to
be; not because he felt he was the best for the
job. However, it was precisely this humility
that made him better for the position.

We often associate the middah of humility
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with Moshe Rabbenui. As we read in Par-
shat Behaalotecha “Moshe was exceedingly
humble”. However, through Aharon's
silence, his humility can also be seen.

According to Beit Hillel, we should all
strive to be like Aharon, to be one of his
students. Oftentimes when our position or
character is in question it is difficult for us
not to become defensive. Aharon Hakohen
did not only remain silent but rather, he
continued to end a plague on behalf of Bnei
Yisrael. Aharon appreciated the impor-
tance of his role because he understood
that Hashem chose him. His understanding
along with his humility allowed him to
reach this level of greatness.

I'd like to suggest that Moshe’s response
teaches us a crucial lesson about character
development. In Shemot, Moshe was shy
and was fearful of becoming the spokes-
man for Bnei Yisrael. Hashem’s response
was to alleviate his fear and assure Moshe
that he would not be the spokesperson. Per-
hapsthisisa message we can all internalize.
When we seek to improve ourselves or give
advice to others, we don't need to suddenly
and completely change our character. In
character development as the N1 explains
inn>wan perek X change must occur grad-
ually, we shouldn’t aim for the full 180 all at
once. Perhaps Moshe would have rejected
his mission to lead if it had seemed too big.
Now, many years later Moshe assumes
the role of a vocal advocate and is the lead
spokesman for Hashem and Klal Yisrael. m
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Yehuda Bessner found immediately following these events
]erusalem_ as Elazar HaKohen is instructed to use the
/ Chapter Director pans’ metal as an overlay for the Mizbeach.

Kedusha- Our
Divine Potential

In this week’s Parsha, the story of Korach
and his followers includes lessons not only
on debate, dialogue, and leadership but on
themes such as Kedusha as well.

This can be seen when Moshe is faced
with the dilemma of Korach’s disaccord
with the nation’s leadership, and their
claim that the current situation is unfair
since really “everyone is holy”- nvyn 55 o7
»ovTp 05> (Bamidbar 16:3). On the surface
this assertion seems logical, as to have peo-
ple ranking above others in such a society
appears to be antithetical. Nevertheless,
this entire theory begins to unravel when
Moshe presents the resolution of coming to
the Mishkan with pans of coal and incense
and letting Hashem decide if He accepts
their offerings along with their preposition.

Famously, after the group comes to
the Mishkan with pans in hand, Hashem
opens the ground up and it swallows him
and his family whole. This begs us to ask
the question as to what exactly the specific
issue of their complaint was. Perhaps it’s
that their request was inspired by egoism,
and their wrong intentions is where they
faltered, however that doesn’t directly
negate Korach’s claim. Thus, I believe an
explanation for these consequences can be
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The Gemara in Menachos (99a) learns from
here the concept of “p7m X5 wnpa powa-
“We must only increase in holiness, but we
cannot decrease”, specifically that since
these pans were meant to be used in ser-
vice of Hashem on the Mizbeach, they now
were to be elevated in status to be part of
the Mizbeach itself.

We can see that Kedusha of even an
object is intrinsically not stagnant, rather
it’s something that can be further devel-
oped. Particularly with the Jewish people,
we must not understand our Kedusha as a
given, but rather as our potential- and that
is precisely what Korach got wrong. When
Hashem tells us multiple times that we are
Kodesh, that is our divine expectation and
something we must always be working
towards, rather than an automatic charac-
teristic. Therefore, it is crucial to realize that
there is no middle ground for us; If we are
not actively ascending and striving to attain
Kedusha, then we are in fact descending.

- Menashe Lopez
+ 11th Grade,

_/ Chashmonaim

- A Balance

The parasha talks about the rebellion of
Korach and his followers.
Korach and his followers based




themselves on ego, which led to the punish-
ment of the earth swallowing all of Korach’s
followers along with all of their possessions.
This is the gravity of how Hashem didn’t
want anything to do with such negative
traits such as ego or even hate and pride.

Love is blind. Hate and any principle that
begins to shade the intellect with emotion is
a litmus test of human nature which proves
that the great divide bordered more on ego
than on principle.

This is the extent of basing oneself on
weak principles that “shade intellect with
emotion” which can be applied to our situ-
ation nowadays.

It’s an everyday battle against our neg-
ative and positive traits which we have to
strive to find a balance between. To always
be working on improving the negative and
embracing the positive in order to make
sure that the negative doesn’t take effect on
those around us.

So let’s take the opportunity to strive for
emotional and logical balance within our-
selves and within our lives.

Towards Hashem, friends, and family.

To be better than those who acted sinfully
in Korachs rebellion.

To base our principals, morals and values
onHashem’s,inoureverywakingmoment.m
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Join Us for an Evening of Celebration
In Supﬁmt of The Michael Levin Base, a Non-profit organization
that Physically and Emotionally Helps Lone Soldiers
and Lone B'not Sheirut

LI B I B A

IN HONOR OF

COL. RICHARD KEMP

Commander of the British forces in
Afghanistan in 2003, headed the
international terrorism intelligence team and
chairman of the intelligence group in the UK
national crisis management committee.
Colonel Kemp has defended the State of
Israel and its armed forces at the United
Nations, The US Congress, and the UK
Parliament. Colonel Richard Kemp

Norman Blaustein and Kathy Poodiack will be receiving
the Volunteer Appreciation Award.

Eve Harow, director of tourism and education for The One
Israel Fund, will be our Master of Ceremony.
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Light dairy buffet | Mehadrin Gush Etzion
For more information: bonnie@thebase.org.il
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