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AND HAVDALA T IMES   
CANDLE LIGHTING OTHER

Z'MANIM

Times According to MyZmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities, 
40 min. in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva, 30 min. in Tzfat/Haifa)

Daf Yomi this Shabbat: Gittin 32

CHUKATHAVDALAKORACHEARLYCANDLES
HavdalaEarlyCandles8:29Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim6:177:11 8:316:197:13
8:336:217:298:31Aza area (Netivot, S’derot, Et al)6:197:28
8:326:207:318:30Beit Shemesh / RBS6:187:29
8:316:197:288:29Gush Etzion 6:187:26
8:346:217:308:32Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba 6:207:28
8:326:207:298:31Modi’in / Chashmona’im 6:187:27
8:346:227:308:33Netanya6:207:29
8:316:207:288:29Be’er Sheva6:187:26
8:336:217:298:31Rehovot6:197:28
8:336:217:138:32Petach Tikva 6:197:11
8:336:207:298:31Ginot Shomron6:197:27
8:356:227:218:34Haifa / Zichron6:217:19
8:326:197:288:30Gush Shiloh 6:187:26
8:346:217:308:32Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel 6:207:28
8:316:197:328:30Giv’at Ze’ev 6:187:31
8:316:197:278:29Chevron / Kiryat Arba6:177:26
8:336:227:308:32Ashkelon6:207:28
8:336:217:298:31Yad Binyamin6:197:27
8:346:207:248:32Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden6:187:23
8:326:197:288:31Golan6:187:27

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 9:04PM • next week - 9:06pm
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Given the fact that I was born in the 
United States at a time when I could easily 
find my favorite bag of Wise potato chips 
at any local grocer or gas station, I find it 
difficult to imagine a world without kosher 
products. But 110 years ago finding kosher 
food was a challenge in the United States. 
Envisioning a future in which kosher prod-
ucts would be available for Jews around the 
world, OU Kosher was founded. 

My children and wife shared my expe-
rience and appreciation for OU-certified 
products when we lived in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. But once we returned 
to Eretz Yisrael, where our supermarkets 
exclusively carry kosher food, we forgot 
how hard it can be for Jews in the diaspora 
to find kosher food. That said, Am Yisrael 
living in Eretz Yisrael directly benefits from 
OU Kosher, which certifies 40-100% of the 
ingredients used in food products around 
the country. I do my best to remind my 
children of this often.

Last Sunday, following the wonderful 
day my wife and I spent at the Israel Day 
Parade, I was reminded of OU Kosher’s 
impact during the second annual Arutz 
Sheva Jerusalem Conference in New York 
which took place that evening. This year’s 
conference - otherwise known as Kenes 
Yerushalayim - attracted dignitaries, gov-
ernment officials and leaders who joined 
the parade that day. 

Following opening remarks by Dudu 
Saada from Besheva, the program included 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

sessions, panels and roundtables that 
addressed timely topics such as immigra-
tion to Israel, early detection of antise-
mitic outbreaks, and celebrating 75 years 
of Israeli innovation. Participants were 
addressed by Gilad Erdan, Israel Ambas-
sador to the United Nations, Moshe Lion, 
Mayor of Yerushalayim, Yaakov Hagoel, 
Chairman of the World Zionist Organiza-
tion, Malcolm Hoenlein, Vice Chair of the 
Conference of Presidents of Major Amer-
ican Jewish Organizations, and others. 
Many Israeli ministers and dignitaries were 
also present, including Ofir Sofer, Minister 
of Aliyah and Integration and Amichai Eli-
yahu, Minister of Heritage.

The highlight of the event was witnessing 
the delivery of the Jerusalem Prize which 
was awarded to OU Kosher for serving the 
needs of Am Yisrael for more than a cen-
tury. With 1.4 million certified products, 
OU Kosher continues to meet our evolving 
kashrut needs on a global scale. Moreover, 
proceeds from OU Kosher support additional 
OU programs outside of kashrut - an element 
which catapults it to a league of its own. 
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focus on maintaining the highest standards 
of kashrut around the world, they have 
little time to celebrate milestones. 

I give a tremendous yasher koach to 
Besheva and my friends Dudu Saada, 
Yoni Kempinski and Dudi Finkler for put-
ting together an impactful conference. I 
thank Arutz Sheva for reminding us what 
a world without OU Kosher would look 
like. It is important to have hakarat hatov 
to the visionaries who started OU Kosher 
a century ago and who shaped it into the 
world’s largest Kosher certification, vision-
aries such as David Fund z”l and Gus Jacobs 
z”l. I extend my hakarat hatov to Rabbi 
Menachem Genack, Rabbi Moshe Elefant, 
Rabbi Hershel Schachter and the hundreds 
of rabbanim, mashgichim and partners for 
their dedication to OU Kosher, advancing to 
what it has become today. 

May you continue m’chayil el chayil, from 
strength to strength, and recognize the 
impact of your efforts. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

The award was presented by Ofir Sofer, 
Minister of Immigration and Absorption, 
together with the Besheva team, to Rabbi 
Mordechai Stareshefsky and Rabbi Moshe 
Hauer. Mazal tov!

I had a heartwarming encounter with 
one of the visiting Israeli ministers who 
had arrived in New York a week before the 
event. He said, “Last month I traveled to a 
city in Europe and couldn’t find kosher certi-
fied products - even in the kosher store! The 
shop owner explained that in his area there 
are no certified products. Rather, shopkeep-
ers and Jewish residents must reference 
detailed lists of kosher products when 
shopping. When I arrived in New York and 
found myself at a grocery store, I gained a 
newfound appreciation for the simplicity of 
picking up a product and finding the trusted 
OU certification on the label.” 

Despite the monumental achievements 
of OU Kosher, my colleagues were shocked 
to hear the organization would be awarded 
the Jerusalem Prize. In truth I expected 
nothing less. OU Kosher is led by people 
who demonstrate modesty and humility in 
everything they do. With an unwavering 

In loving memory of and לעילוי נשמת  
our fabulous "Omi" 

on her 24th Yahrzeit - 26 Sivan 
whose many trying years in this world  

were devoted to unconditional love of HaShem 
and His Torah and to loving, guiding and inspiring 

future generations to continue.
We continue to be inspired  

by your wise teachings.

The family will be meeting  
at her Kever on Har HaMenuchot
at 10:00am, Friday June 16 Be"H

PEPI (LIEDER) BERGER SCHREIER A"H
פערל בת משה נתן ע"ה

May the learning from this week's issue 
of Torah Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת our beloved father,

 grandfather and great grandfather

Former chairman of the
Jerusalem Great Synagogue

whose first yahrzeit is
Shabbat Parshat Korach, 28 Sivan

ASHER SCHAPIRO Z"L
הרב אשר בן הרב יעקב ז"ל
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 02-567-0602
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Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.
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FROM THE DESK OF
RABBI MOSHE HAUER OU Executive Vice President

Shaping Your 
Environment 

Do we live in a world, a community, or a 
home that fosters disagreement and betrayal, 
or in one that encourages togetherness and 
trust? What role do we play in shaping those 
critical aspects of our environment?

The dispute between Moshe and Korach 
reaches its climax when Moshe declares 
that to prove his authenticity the earth 
would “open its mouth” to swallow up 
Korach and his partners (Bamidbar 16:30). 
Fascinatingly, the Talmud (Sanhedrin 37b) 
notes that this is the second time the earth 
opened its mouth. The first time was when 
Kayin killed Hevel and the earth “opened 
its mouth” to swallow and cover the blood 
of Hevel (Bereishit 4:11).

Both stories – those of Kayin and Hevel 
and of Korach – are paradigms of conflict. 
In a deeper sense the second is in fact a 
repeat of the first, as Korach is seen in mys-
tical sources as a reappearance or gilgul of 
Kayin, while Moshe is associated with Hevel 
(see Shelah haKadosh, Torah Ohr Parshat 
Korach). Kayin successfully corrupted the 
earth’s environment, directing it to be his 
accomplice in destruction by swallowing 
up the blood of Kayin, thereby erasing from 
the world the presence of the person who 
had brought G-d’s presence to dwell within 

it. Moshe, on the other hand, activated the 
earth to support his efforts of strengthen-
ing faith in Hashem’s word and in erasing 
from the world those who had introduced 
division and disruption, and sown distrust.

This is reminiscent of the Torah’s descrip-
tion of the land of Israel whose environment 
cannot tolerate bloodshed or immorality 
(Vayikra 18:25-8; Bamidbar 35:33), as well as 
the famous Talmudic account of the spilled 
blood of the prophet Zecharya that would 
not be absorbed by the earth of the Temple 
where it had been spilt (Gittin 57b). The right 
environment neither nurtures nor even tol-
erates corrupting and corrosive behaviors.

It is to some degree in our hands to define 
our environment. We can – like Kayin - cre-
ate a context that breeds and feeds dissent, 
swallowing those who would uplift us. Or 
– like Moshe - we can create a setting where 
the arguments dissolve and disappear, and 
where faith and trust thrive. True, we will 
be unable to do this with dramatic feats 
like asking the earth to “open its mouth”. 
But we can certainly play a defining role in 
the sense of togetherness and trust that our 
home, communal, and global environments 
will nurture and encourage by the ways we 
choose to open our own mouths, by the tone 
we set in our personal relationships and by 
how we argue for what we believe in. 

It is truly up to us to shape our environ-
ment for the better such that it will encour-
age peace, trust, and togetherness. 
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Netanel  050-344-6261 | Office  058-444-6260

American 
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Want to shop from the 
convenience of your home?

American 
Products & 
Specialty Items!

Top quality, 
organic 
& regular 
Mehadrin 
produce L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

Why are we THE
leading real estate
company in Ashkelon?

Why are we THE
leading real estate
company in Ashkelon?

Easy!                              WWee  hhaavvee  tthhee  wwiiddeesstt
sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  sseeaa--vviieeww  aappaarrttmmeennttss  aatt
tthhee  bbeesstt  pprriicceess  dduuee  ttoo  oouurr  eexxcclluussiivvee
aarrrraannggeemmeennttss  wwiitthh  sseelllleerrss!!



10     TORAH TIDBITS 1520 /  KORACH

Rabbi Reuven  
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

The story of the rebellion of Korach par-
allels the story of the spies from last week. 
Both are a rejection of the Divine, albeit in 
the rough and tumble of human dynamics. 
In the sin of the spies, although G-d prom-
ised the Land to us over and over - many 
times - the reality of the actual march gave 
the people cold feet. The sense of inade-
quacy, of weakness, of lack of confidence, 
of inferiority in the face of the nations of 
the Land drove the people to demur. As if 
to say: we are inadequate even with G-d's 
promises. Korach, on the other hand, suf-
fers not from a sense of inadequacy but 
rather the opposite, of inflated self-image. 
The best person to lead this people is me. 
Korach’s bloated self-perception led him 
to challenge Moshe's leadership, in spite of 
G-d's repeated selection of Moshe. As if to 
say: I know better than the Divine who is the 
best to lead this people and it is me. Oppo-
site self-perceptions; same conclusion. With 
the spies, the people felt inadequate. With 
Korach, he felt superior. The stories of Bam-
idbar revolve around the reality of human 
nature; the challenge of fealty to the Divine 
amidst the myriad of human weaknesses. 
And a myriad of weaknesses there are.

KI TEITZEII 1ST ALIYA (BAMIDBAR 16:1-13) 
Korach staged a rebellion 

against Moshe and Aharon 
along with Datan, Aviram and On and with 
250 others. They claimed: we are all holy, 
why then are you above us? Moshe was 
distraught. He countered: G-d Himself will 
affirm whom He chooses. Bring an incense 
offering and He will choose. Moshe spoke 
to Korach: Why is it insufficient for you to 
serve as a Levi that you seek to be a Kohen 
as well? Moshe called for Datan and Avi-
ram. They refused, saying: your leadership 
has failed, for you failed in bringing us to 
the Land of Israel.

The rebellion is multi-pronged. There 
is Korach. He seeks to be leader, either in 
place of Moshe or of Aharon. For we are 
all holy. Which is true. Datan and Aviram 
challenge Moshe's leadership; Moshe has 
failed to lead them to the Promised Land. 
Which is also true. But as in any rebellion, 
the criticisms while true are but half the 
story. We are all holy; but, hold on, G-d 
speaks to Moshe face to face. He doesn’t do 
that with you. And true, Moshe is not going 
to lead them to the Promised Land; but they 
are going to get there. Oh, and what about 
leading them out of Egypt, leading to Mt. 
Sinai? The success of a leader lasts til night-
fall; by morning, all's forgotten. There is no 
memory when it comes to dissatisfaction; 
past success is old news. And, did we forget 
that it wasn't Moshe's fault but the spies?

2ND ALIYA (16:14-19) 
Moshe was angry. He said to 

G-d: Do not accept their offer-
ings.  I never took a thing from anyone. He 
turned to Korach: tomorrow, Aharon and 
you all shall offer incense on coals, each 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

KORACH
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bringing the incense before G-d. They did 
so, gathering at the entrance to the Mish-
kan. G-d appeared to the entire group.

Leadership in the Torah is not self-serv-
ing, but service of the people and of G-d. 
Moshe is insulted. He has had no personal 
gain. Those seeking leadership foist their 
ignoble intentions on others. The criticisms 
say more about the rebel than about the 
leader. Korach’s interests are exactly what 
he criticizes in Moshe - power and personal 
gain. Ironic to criticize Moshe when, in fact, 
Moshe is the humblest of all and with no 
personal motive.  He is the paradigmatic 
leader: the selfless servant of his people and 
of his G-d.

3RD ALIYA (16:20-17:8)
G-d warned Moshe and 

Aharon: stand clear for I am 
ready to destroy them. Moshe and Aharon 
objected: one sins and You are angry at 
them all?  G-d instructed the people: stand 
clear. Datan and Aviram stood brazenly at 
their homes with their wives and children. 
Moshe: The following test will establish 
whether I am sent by G-d. If you all suffer a 
unique fate, swallowed into the earth, then 
it is clear that you have displeased G-d. 
The earth opened up, swallowing they and 
theirs into the earth. A fire consumed the 
250 incense bearers. Elazar, son of Aharon 
took the incense fire pans for they had 
become holy by use. He took these and used 
them for a plating of copper for the altar, 
so all will know that only Kohanim are to 
bring incense. The people complained to 
Moshe and Aharon that they were killing 
the nation. A cloud covered the Mishkan.

From the punishment, we see the sin. 
Desired leadership, high office, lording over 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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another. Man may deserve destruction; 
but the power of G-d’s mercy mitigates the 
harshness of what we deserve.  We have 
seen this theme a number of times; the 
destruction is avoided. You have to read 
to the end of the story. The Torah is not 
the story of G-d’s wrath burning. It is the 
story of love of G-d for the Jewish people, 
suspending what we deserve out of love.

5TH ALIYA (17:16-24)
Moshe said: inscribe the 

name of each tribe on a staff, 
with Aharon's name on the staff of Levi. 

The staff that sprouts is the one chosen. 
They were all placed in the Mishkan. 
Aharon's sprouted.The staff in the Torah 
is a symbol of power; Moshe's staff was 
the vehicle of the plagues, defeating Paro 
through Divine Power. Aharon's sprouted 
staff is a symbol of his Divine right to the 
power of religious leadership. His power 
does not come from his initiative, it comes 
from Divine sanction.

6TH ALIYA (17:25-18:20)
G-d said: place Aharon's 

staff as a commemoration of 
this. The people complained to Moshe that 
those that approach the Mishkan die. The 
Kohanim and Leviim are charged with pro-
tecting the sanctity of the Mishkan. While the 
Kohanim will serve at the altar, the Leviim 
will serve them and preserve the sanctity 
of the entire Mishkan. The Kohanim are to 
both safeguard and to enjoy the holy offer-
ings. They are given portions of offerings 
to consume, though with strict holiness. 
Agriculture also has holy produce, gifts 
that are given to the Kohanim, eaten with 
strict holiness. First born animals are holy 
gifts to the Kohanim, offered as offerings 

others; their fate was to fall low, below the 
earth. The bearers of the incense intended 
high religious office; the fire of religious 
desire consumed them. Incense assumes a 
central role in this story. Moshe told all to 
bring incense. In the next aliya, during the 
plague, Aharon brought incense to arrest 
the plague. Why not some other offering, 
like a sacrifice? This is conjecture, but per-
haps incense symbolizes the ephemeral, the 
spiritual, the intangible. The Hebrew word 
for smell is reyach, akin to ruach, spirit. 
The word for breathing is noshem, related 
to neshama, soul. Incense is smoke, scent, 
wafting, intangible, like the soul. Man was 
created from the adama, the earth, with 
his neshama breathed into his nostrils.  
Moshe is indicating a powerful lesson of 
religious leadership: religious leadership, 
sought by the rebels, must be like incense. 
It need be pure, lofty, holy, driven by purity 
of motive, not the earthy desires of power 
and influence.

4TH ALIYA (17:9-15)
G-d wanted to destroy the 

people. Aharon avoided this 
calamity by bringing incense immediately, 
standing between the dead and alive.

The intent to destroy the people by G-d is a 
recurring theme. But it never happens. This 
is a crucial theme: what the people deserve 
is one thing. What they actually receive is 

In loving memory of
our beloved wife, mother,

grandmother, great-grandmother

 on her 8th Yahrzeit, סיון א"כ
Tolchinsky, Robinson, Lieberman Families

שרה רבקה בת זאב ע"ה
SHIRLEY TOLCHINSKY A"H
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with holiness, consumed by the Kohanim; 
while first born humans are redeemed. 
The Kohanim are not to receive a portion 
of Land in Israel; G-d is their portion.

The people complain that proximity to 
G-d is tough, life threatening. Moshe reas-
sures the people that the Kohanim and the 
Leviim will protect the holiness, ensuring 
that all is done in accord with the demands 
of the holiness of the Mishkan.

7TH ALIYA (18:21-32)
The Leviim also receive 

Maaser in lieu of a portion 
in the Land. With Kohanim and Leviim 
responsible for the sanctity, calamities 
ought to be avoided. The Leviim are to give 
a portion of their Maaser to the Kohanim. 
The Maaser of the Leviim differs from the 
portions of the Kohen, as they do not have 
the holiness that requires them to be eaten 
in a specific place and with purity. The 
Maaser is the property of the Levi, a benefit 
for public service.

Benefits given to those doing the public 
service, the Kohanim and the Leviim is 
perfectly understandable. But the Torah 
is pointing out not only what they get, but 
what they don't. Those in positions of reli-
gious power can easily use that position to 
extract wealth from a willing public. The 
Kohanim and Leviim are told that they are 
to receive portions of offerings, meaning, 
this and no more. Not land, not gold and 
silver, not palaces. The allotted gifts alone. 

HAFTORAH  SHMUEL I 
11:14 - 12:22

The prophet Shmuel gathers together 
the Jewish people to install Shaul as King 

of Israel. During the course of his address 
to Bnei Yisrael he said to them, "Here I am; 
bear witness against me before G-d and 
before His anointed; whose ox did I take, or 
whose donkey did I take, or whom did I rob; 
or whom did I oppress, or from whose hand 
did I take a bribe..." This echoes Moshe's 
statement in this week's Torah  reading: "I 
have not taken a donkey from a single one 
of them, and I have not harmed a single one 
of them."

The nation then gathers at Gilgal for a sec-
ond coronation of King Shaul. The nation 
offers sacrifices and rejoices together. 
Shmuel then speaks to the people: he asks 
the people to testify that he never commit-
ted crimes against them and they confirm. 
He discusses how Hashem helped them 
every step of the way and then he rebukes 
them for wanting a flesh and blood king. He 
assures them that G-d will be with them if 
they follow in His ways, and reminds them 
of the consequences they will face if they do 
not follow G-d's word.

Shmuel cautions Bnei Yisrael that their 
newly appointed king is not a replacement 
for Hashem. He emphasizes that the people 
must continue to follow Hashem and obey 
His commandments if they want them-
selves and their king to be successful.  

Please text to 054 691 5871

 2Br, 2Ba in Bustan Baka, 100M2, terrace, 
parking, storage room, underfloor heating, 
Shabbat elevator, beautiful surroundings,  

near parks, Talpiot Mall, numerous synagogues  
& wonderful shopping. Very tastefully furnished  

& decorated. Includes ALL charges (electric, 
Arnona, Vaad, Hot TV, internet etc).  

Available from mid-August - after Pesach. 

LUXURY FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT
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9 mitzvot: 5 positives, 4 prohibitions. 
Only 17 sedras have more mitzvot; 35 have 
fewer. Korach just makes it into the top 
third (tied with Ki Tisa).

MITZVOT

STATS

38th of the 54 sedras. 
5th of 10 in Bamidbar.
Written on 184 lines (ranks 32nd).
13 Parshiyot: 7 open and 6 closed. 
95 p'sukim (ranks: 39th).
1409 words (ranks: 36th). 
5325 letters (ranks: 35th).
9th in Bamidbar in these 3 categories.
Above average in words & letters per  
pasuk. Korach is a short sedra (in a  
Book with many long sedras) with fair-
ly long p'sukim (in a Book with lots of 
short-pasuk sedras).

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

"Vayicach Korach… V'Datan V'Aviram" (Chapter 16, Pasuk 1)
Many ask on the grammar of the first word of the Parsha, when it is written "And Korach took… with Datan and 

Aviram and On ben Pelet" with the singular form of "Vayikach (he took)" instead of in the plural form of "Vayikhu (they 
took)"? It should be noted that Korach took these other people with him. The plural form should have been used here 
just as it is used in the next Pasuk "Vayakumu lifnei Moshe" "And (they) rose in the face of Moshe".

Rabbi Zvi Hirsch Kalisher (Poland 1800's) answers that the use of the singular form of "took" is to reveal to us that 
the people, who sided with Korach in this rebellion against Moshe and Aharon, were not at all unified or united. 
Rather divided they were, each having their own personal aspirations and selfish egos that motivated them to argue 
with Moshe. "Vayikach" – Each one personally took to arguing for his own purpose. This division was the result of 
this evil plot.

Shabbat Shalom

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Gilinski Real Estate 

gilinski.co.il 
 

13,000,000 NIS 

Arnona  
New!  
Ranging 90-115  
SQM w/elevator,  
parking & Sukkah  
balcony. Tailored 
plans available. 
#050-7225694 
 

3,100,000 NIS 

 

Old Katamon 
Penthouse, 3rd 
floor, 4.5R, 180 
SQM, parking, 
storage, in need 
of renovations. 
#052-6503348 

 

 

Baka 
3.5R, 78 SQM, 1st 
floor, parking,  
great condition! 
Building in process 
of “pinui binui.” 
#052-6503348 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7,200,000 NIS 

Mazal Tov to 
Elky Grossman and Family 
on the marriage of her son

Mazal Tov to 
Miriam & Rabbi David Shapiro & family  

on the engagement of their grandson
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**************** RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH ****************
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il  Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il 

Phone: 02-999-2418                WhatsApp: 058 787 3755

125th YEAR ANNIVERSARY  

 

Benches
Bimas
Shtenders
Bookcases
Atzei Chayim (wooden handles on the Sefer Torah)
Megillahs
Kisaot shel Eliyahu & more...

Restore the integrity & elegance of your shul's wood furniture.
We repair and refinish:

Contact us today for a complimentary consultation 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!

 

SHELLY LANDAU PROPERTIES LTD 

& EVA AVIAD REALTY

 

bayitsheli@gmail.com
www.aviadrealty.com

052-385-9944 • 054-499-9043

Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

SEALING SERVICES  
AND ROOFING

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

    

 

JERUSALEM SALES   

FOR MANY MORE PROPERTIES:  
02-651-4030 

SHAAREI CHESSED / RECHAVIA  
*Stunning Duplex! 5 bdrms (2 en suite) 25 sqm 
kitchen, succah, 2 parking, storage. 
*Renovated 110 sqm 3 bdrms, 1st floor, succah. 
*Beautiful 3 bdrm apt + 50 sqm succah balcony, 
shabbat elevator, parking and view.  
*New 228 sqm duplex penthouse, 30 sqm succah 
balcony, shabbat elevator, parking and a view.  
TALBIEH—all on private land 
*Renovated 3 bdrms, 130 sqm, succah, elevator, 
storage room, parking! 
*Magnificent 250 sqm + 200 sqm garden. 
OLD KATAMON 
New 160 sqm 4 bdrms, garden, storage, parking, 
close to Shteblach. Occupancy - 1.5 years. 
TALPIOT 
4 rms, balcony, elevator, machsan, parking, view. 
NACHLAOT 
2 rms, priv entr, storage room, NIS 2,210,000 
HAR NOF -New exclusive listing! 
Central! 4 bdrms incl. 2 en suite, Pesach kitchen 
entrance level, option for separate unit/office.  
OLD KATAMON RENTAL 
3 bdrms including MB en suite, succah, parking. 

Eiferman Properties Ltd. 
www.eifermanrealty.com  
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FACILITATE • CELEBRATE • ADVOCATE • EDUCATE

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH

WE'RE THRILLED TO INVITE YOU TO THE INAUGURAL 

JUNE 23RD, 2023 | 9AM-1PM
NEFESH B’NEFESH ALIYAH CAMPUS 
SDEROT YITZHAK RABIN 10, JERUSALEM  

Shuk Olim 
in Jerusalem  

Join us for a delightful food and crafts festival 
and support Olim businesses!

FACILITATE • CELEBRATE • ADVOCATE • EDUCATE

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH

FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.NBN.ORG.IL/SHUK-OLIM
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Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001

Your
Jewelry
is
Worth
Gold!

@Fancycolors

vmkdiamonds.com

vmk_diamonds

 Jewelry Manufacturer
Upgrade your old
Jewelry piece to a

new modern design 

Best rate for broken and 
old gold pieces, inheritances

Service in  Hebrew | English | French | Italian

Safe & Convenient

Member of the Israel Diamond Exchange & 

 the World Federation since 1997

Pay Cash

054-397-7707

Mishael Vardi
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לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
Former Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew 
Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 

Hierarchy 
& Politics: 
The Never-
Ending Story

It was a classic struggle for power. The 
only thing that made it different from the 
usual dramas of royal courts, parliamen-
tary meetings, or corridors of power was 
that it took place in Burgers’ Zoo in Arn-
hem, Holland, and the key characters were 
male chimpanzees.

Frans de Waal’s study, Chimpanzee Poli-
tics1, has rightly become a classic. In it he 
describes how the alpha male, Yeroen, hav-
ing been the dominant force for some time, 
found himself increasingly challenged by 
a young pretender, Luit. Luit could not 
depose Yeroen on his own, so he formed 
an alliance with another young contender, 

1. Frans de Waal, Chimpanzee Politics, London, Cape, 
1982.

Nikkie. Eventually Luit succeeded and 
Yeroen was deposed.

Luit was good at his job. He was skilled 
at peacekeeping within the group. He stood 
up for the underdog and as a result was 
widely respected. The females recognised 
his leadership qualities and were always 
ready to groom him and let him play with 
their children. Yeroen had nothing to gain 
by opposing him. He was already too old 
to become alpha male again. Nonetheless, 
Yeroen decided to join forces with the 
young Nikkie. One night they caught Luit 
unawares and killed him. The deposed 
alpha male had his revenge.

Reading this, I thought of the story of Hil-
lel in Pirkei Avot (2:6): “He saw a skull float-
ing upon the water, and said: Because you 
drowned others, you were drowned; and 
those who drowned you, will themselves 
be drowned.” 

In fact, so humanlike were power strug-
gles among the chimpanzees that in 1995, 
Newt Gingrich, Republican Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, included de 
Waal’s work among the twenty-five books 
he recommended young congressional 
Republicans to read.2

2. This essay was written in the days following the Brexit 
vote in Britain, when a struggle was taking place over 
the leadership of both main political parties. I leave it to 
the reader to draw any comparisons, either with primate 
politics or the story of Korach.
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Korach was a graduate of the same 
Machiavellian school of politics. He under-
stood the three ground rules. First you have 
to be a populist. Play on people’s discon-
tents and make it seem as if you are on their 
side against the current leader. “You have 
gone too far!” he said to Moses and Aaron. 
“The whole community is holy, every one 
of them, and the Lord is with them. Why 
then do you set yourselves above the Lord’s 
assembly?” (Num. 16:3).

Second, assemble allies. Korach himself 
was a Levite. His grievance was that Moses 
had appointed his brother Aaron as High 
Priest. Evidently he felt that as Moses’ 
cousin – he was the son of Yitzhar, brother 
of Moses’ and Aaron’s father Amram – the 
position should have gone to him. He 
thought it unfair that both leadership roles 
should have gone to a single family within 
the clan.

Korach could hardly expect much sup-
port from within his own tribe. The other 
Levites had nothing to gain by deposing 
Aaron. Instead he found allies among two 
other disaffected groups: the Reubenites, 
Dathan and Aviram, and “250 Israelites 
who were men of rank within the com-
munity, representatives at the assembly, 
and famous” (v. 2). The Reubenites were 
aggrieved that as descendants of Jacob’s 
firstborn, they had no special leadership 
roles. According to Ibn Ezra, the 250 “men 
of rank” were upset that, after the sin of the 
Golden Calf, leadership had passed from 
the firstborn within each tribe to the single 
tribe of Levi.

The revolt was bound to ultimately fail 
since their grievances were different and 
could not all be satisfied. But that has never 

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863  ·  Rachel: 052-546-6425 
  etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  Rachel: 052-546-6425 

Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

Fantastic garden apart-
ment for sale on Lupo 
Street. ARNONA. 175 sqm 
6 rooms 4 bedrooms and 
3.5 baths. Extra office 
downstairs. 60 sqm 
garden. Storage room. 
Parking. 8,900,000 NIS

FOR RENT: Shai Agnon 140 
sqm apt, one floor, 4 beds, 
2 full baths, terrace, 2 
elevators, 2 parking. From 
August 15.  Furnished, 1 
year rental. 14,500 NIS/mo

In GERMAN COLONY,  
140 sqm on one floor, 2nd 
floor walk up, completely 
renovated with 4 bedrooms 
and 2 full bathrooms.  
Large sukka terrace. 
7,100,000 NIS
In BAKA, most sought out location.  
New apartment duplex of 236 sqm plus 81 sqm of 
outdoor space. Plus parking.  
For more info call Eta: 0547233863

Fantastic opportunity to buy 
170 sqm on one floor, with 
sukka terrace, Shabbat  
elevator, brand new apt 
ready in 2 years.  
Only 6,500,000 NIS.

OLD KATAMON 80 sqm with 
2 bedrooms and 2 bath-
rooms, one flight up with el-
evator. Completely renovated 
with terrace that opens into 
a sukka. Full of light & sur-
rounded by greenery. Very 
quiet Price 4,200,000 NIS
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stopped unholy alliances. People with a 
grudge are more intent on deposing the 
current leader than on any constructive 
plan of action of their own. “Hate defeats 
rationality,” said the Sages.3 Injured pride, 
the feeling that honour should have gone 
to you, not him, has led to destructive 
and self-destructive action for as long as 
humans have existed on earth.

Third, choose the moment when the 
person you seek to depose is vulnerable. 
Ramban notes that the Korach revolt took 
place immediately after the episode of the 
spies and the ensuing verdict that the peo-
ple would not enter the land until the next 
generation. So long as the Israelites, what-
ever their complaints, felt that they were 
moving toward their destination, there was 
no realistic chance of rousing the people 

3. Bereishit Rabbah 55:8.

in revolt. Only when they realised that 
they would not live to cross the Jordan was 
rebellion possible. The people seemingly 
had nothing to lose.

The comparison between human and 
chimpanzee politics is not meant lightly. 
Judaism has long understood that Homo 
sapiens is a mix of what the Zohar calls 
nefesh habehamit and nefesh haElokit, the 
animal soul and the Godly soul. We are 
not disembodied minds. We have physical 
desires and these are encoded in our genes. 
Scientists speak today about three sys-
tems: the “reptile” brain that produces the 
most primal fight-or-flight responses, the 
“monkey” brain that is social, emotional, 
and sensitive to hierarchy, and the human 
brain, the prefrontal cortex, that is slow, 
reflective and capable of thinking through 
consequences of alternative courses of 
action. This confirms what Jews and oth-
ers - Plato and Aristotle among them - have 
long known. It is in the tension and inter-
play between these systems that the drama 
of human freedom is played out.

In his most recent book, Frans de Waal 
notes that “among chimpanzees, hierarchy 
permeates everything.” Among the females 
this is taken for granted and does not lead 
to conflict. But among males, “power is 
always up for grabs.” It “has to be fought for 
and jealously guarded against contenders.” 
Male chimpanzees are “schmoozing and 
scheming Machiavellians.”4 The question 
is: Are we?

This is not a minor question. It may even 
be the most important of all if humanity 
is to have a future. Anthropologists are 

4. Frans de Waal, Are we smart enough to know how smart 
animals are? New York, Norton, 2016, 168.

BAKA: 4 room apartment, 85m, elevator, neat and nice 
apartment 2,850,000 NIS.
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, master suite, 
balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking 
3,250,000 NIS.
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS.
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, 
storage 4,400,000 NIS.
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,350,000 NIS.
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite 
private parking, storage, full of light, nice garden, 
6,000,000 NIS.
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room apartment, 
140m, terrace, underfloor heating, Shabat elevator, 2 
parking, 6,300,000 NIS.
FOR RENT: BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, 
beautifully renovated, master suite, air conditioners, 
balcony, Second floor, Shabbat elevator - fully 
accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS.

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
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sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
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Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
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generally agreed that the earliest humans, 
the hunter-gatherers, were generally egal-
itarian. Everyone had their part to play in 
the group. Their main tasks were to stay 
alive, find food, and avoid predators. There 
was no such thing as accumulated wealth. 
It was only with the development of agri-
culture, cities, and trade that hierarchy 
came to dominate human societies. There 
was usually an absolute leader, a govern-
ing (literate) class, and the masses, used as 
labour in monumental building schemes 
and as troops for the imperial army. Juda-
ism enters the world as a protest against 
this kind of structure.

We see this in the opening chapter of the 
Torah in which God creates the human per-
son in His image and likeness, meaning that 
we are all equally fragments of the Divine. 
Why, asked the Sages, was man created sin-
gly? “So that no one could say: My ancestors 
were greater than yours” (Mishnah Sanhe-
drin 4:5). Something of this egalitarianism 
can be heard in Moses’ remark to Joshua, 
“Would that all the Lord’s people were 
prophets, that He would rest his spirit on 
them” (Num. 11:29).

However, like many of the Torah’s ideals 
– among them vegetarianism, the abolition 
of slavery, and the institution of monogamy 
– egalitarianism could not happen over-
night. It would take centuries, millennia, 
and in many respects has not yet been fully 
achieved.

There were two hierarchical structures 
in biblical Israel. There were kings and 
there were priests, among them the High 
Priest. Both were introduced after a crisis: 
monarchy after the failure of the rule of 
the “judges”, the Levitical and Aaronide 
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priesthood after the sin of the Golden Calf. 
Both led, inevitably, to tension and division.

Biblical Israel survived as a united 
kingdom5 for only three generations of 
kings and then split in two. The priesthood 
became a major source of division in the late 
Second Temple period, leading to sectarian 
divisions between Sadducees, Boethusians, 
and the rest. The story of Korach explains 
why. Where there is hierarchy, there will be 
competition as to who is the alpha male.

Is hierarchy an inevitable feature of 
all advanced civilisations? Maimonides 
seems to say yes. For him, monarchy was a 
positive institution, not a mere concession. 
Abarbanel seems to say no. There are pas-
sages in his writings that suggest he was a 
utopian anarchist who believed that in an 
ideal world no one would rule over anyone. 
We would each acknowledge only the sov-
ereignty of God.

Putting together the story of Korach and 
Frans de Waal’s chimpanzee version of 
House of Cards,6 the conclusion seems to 

5. Following the Brexit vote, the question is being 
asked in Britain as to whether the United Kingdom 
will remain a united kingdom.
6. Michael Dobbs, House of Cards (New York: Harper 

follow that where there is hierarchy, there 
will be struggles to be alpha male. The 
result is what Thomas Hobbes called “a 
perpetual and restless desire of power after 
power, that ceaseth only in death.”7

That is why the rabbis focused their 
attention not on the hierarchical crowns of 
kingship or priesthood but on the non-hier-
archical crown of Torah, which is open to 
all who seek it. Here competition leads not 
to conflict but to an increase of wisdom,8 

and where Heaven itself, seeing Sages dis-
agree, says, “These and those are the words 
of the living God.”9

The Korach story repeats itself in every 
generation. The antidote is daily immer-
sion in the alternative world of Torah study 
that seeks truth not power, and values all 
equally as voices in a sacred conversation. 

Collins, 1989).
7. Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (1651), pt. 1, ch. 11.
8. Baba Batra 21a.
9. Meaning, both views are correct, see Eruvin 13b;  
Gittin 6b.
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www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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Is This  
Any Way to  
Introduce  
a Hero?

With the month of Nissan upon us, we 
return to the story of our nation’s birth, as 
Moshe rises to leadership and the exodus 
again unfolds.

Moshe’s yearly introduction in the text, 
however, is cause for pause. For some rea-
son, the Torah chooses to introduce the birth 
of the greatest leader we have ever known- 
in the most innocuous way possible.

“And a man went from the House of Levi 
and he took a daughter of Levi. And the 
woman conceived and gave birth to a son.”

Questions abound:
Why does the Torah depart from its usu-

al mode of describing an individual’s birth?
What does the seemingly superfluous 

phrase “and a man went…” indicate?
Why does the Torah omit any mention of 

Moshe’s lineage- to the point where even the 
names of his parents are deliberately omitted? 

Above all, is this any way to introduce 
a hero?

Compounding these questions is the fact 
that the omitted information concerning 
Moshe’s lineage is ultimately included in the 

Parsha that follows (why the information is 
given at that particular point is the subject 
of another article).

If the information concerning Moshe’s lin-
eage is eventually shared, why is it left out in 
the first place?

Numerous commentaries address the is-
sues before us…

Working within the realm of pshat, the 
Ibn Ezra suggests that, at the time of Moshe’s 
birth, the Israelites lived in many cities in 
Egypt. Through the phrase, “And a man 
went,” the Torah is simply informing us that 
Amram “went” from one Egyptian city to an-
other in order to marry Yocheved.

Perhaps the Ibn Ezra intends to emphasize 
that Yosef’s plan for his family’s descent into 
Egypt has, by this point, broken down. Orig-
inally meant to remain separate from the 
Egyptians in the land of Goshen, the Israel-
ites are assimilating into their surroundings.

The Ramban, however, takes issue with the 
Ibn Ezra’s interpretation, arguing that the To-
rah would have no reason to inform us con-
cerning a journey taken by Amram from one 
city to another. 

Instead, maintains the Ramban, the verb 
lalachet, “to go,” is often used in the text 
when a new and difficult step is about to 
be taken. By stating, Veyeilech ish, “And a 
man went,” the Torah underscores Am-
ram’s courageous willingness to marry in 
spite of Pharaoh’s harsh decrees.

The Ramban’s approach connects to a 

B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

MIDEI CHODESH
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One Miracle 
More

Is this miracle really necessary?
Picture the scene that greets our eyes, 

towards the end Parshat Korach…
The rebellion of Korach has been put 

down by Hashem with overwhelming 
force. A targeted earthquake and heav-
en-sent fire have decimated the ranks of the 
rebels. Plague has afflicted those who dared 
to complain in the devastation’s aftermath. 

Hashem’s choice of Moshe and Aharon for 
leadership could not be clearer…

And yet, apparently, God feels the need to 
perform one more miracle. 

He directs Moshe to collect a staff from 
each of the tribes of Israel; to inscribe the 
name of each tribal leader upon his respec-
tive staff- with Aharon’s name etched onto 
the staff of the tribe of Levi. He further 
instructs Moshe to place all the staffs over-
night in the Sanctuary. 

These staffs, God explains, will serve as 
miraculous indicators of His own Divine 
will:

"And it shall be that the man whom I 
(God) shall choose, his staff will blossom; 
and I shall cause the complaints of the Chil-
dren of Israel to subside from upon me."

Moshe complies with God's instructions; 
and twelve staffs, each emblazoned with the 

name of a tribal leader, are brought to the 
sanctuary where they remain overnight. 

On the morrow, when Moshe enters the 
sanctuary, he finds that Aharon's staff alone 
has "brought forth a blossom, sprouted 
buds and mature almonds." God has, once 
again, made known His selection of Aharon 
for the role of Kohen Gadol, High Priest.

But, as we have questioned above, why is 
this miracle necessary?

Hasn’t God, in the most decisive ways pos-
sible, already declared his clear choice of 
Moshe and Aharon for leadership? Weren’t 
the earthquake, fire, and plague, powerful 
enough indicators of God's resolve?

If the Israelites have not been convinced 
by now of God's choices; will the quiet, addi-
tional miracle of Aharon’s flowering staff 
really make the difference?

Perhaps the key to understanding the 
miraculous coda of the Korach narrative 
lies in focusing not on the substance of the 
final miracle, but, instead, on its tone. 

The flowering staff of Aharon could 
hardly be more different from the pre-
ceding miracles. Gone, suddenly, are the 
terrifying images of earthquakes, fires and 
plagues. In their place, in stark contrast, 
now appears the peaceful vision of a bud-
ding staff.

As God moves from death and destruc-
tion towards this culminating miracle of 
quiet beauty; He conveys a powerful mes-
sage to the Israelites…
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Although I was forced to respond to the 

uprising against Moshe and Aharon with 
overwhelming power, I do not want the 
election of these leaders to remain forever 
rooted in those tragic, necessarily destruc-
tive events. Let, instead, the flowering of 
Aharon's staff become the enduring symbol 
of his priesthood. 

Let the leadership of "this lover of peace 
and pursuer of peace" be forever associated 
in your minds with a quiet final miracle of 
creation. And, through this miracle, let both 
leaders and disciples alike learn that there is 
no more powerful force in God's arsenal, nor 
in their own, than the force of creation.

To go a step further, the quiet miracle of 
Aharon's staff may well herald the onset of 
a global transition in the nation's develop-
ment. If we accept that Korach's rebellion 
occurs, as recorded in the text, after the 
Chet Hameraglim1, the Israelites now stand 
on the threshold of major changes in their 
relationship with God. 

Over the course of the next forty years in 
the wilderness, as one generation of Isra-
elites gives way to the next, the nation will 
move from the relational level of Yira, fear 
and awe, to the level of Ahava, love. 

The generation of the Exodus and Reve-
lation will inexorably disappear; erstwhile 
slaves whose ability to relate to God is 
limited to the primitive plane of fear. This 
generation, heirs to a legacy of torment 
under Egyptian rule, responds only to 

1 The Ibn Ezra maintains that Korach’s rebellion 
occurred earlier than recorded; rising out of the trans-
fer of ritual privileges from the first-born Israelites 
to the Levi’im. Most authorities, including the Ram-
ban, however, argue that the tragic events occur as 
recorded, shortly after the sin of the spies and at the 
beginning of the Israelites’ 40-year period of wilder-
ness wandering.
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overwhelming power. God, therefore, 
speaks to them in a language they can 
understand. Through events such as: the 
ten plagues, the parting of the Reed Sea, 
the thunder and lightning of Sinai- and the 
earthquake, fire and plague of Korach's 
rebellion; God becomes their new master, 
to be held in awe and to be feared.

The children of these slaves, however, 
will experience God differently. Raised for 
nearly four decades in the bosom of God's 
continual protection; surrounded by the 
clouds of glory; nurtured on the heaven-sent 
man; this second generation will learn to 
relate to God through the more mature 
dimension of love. To this generation, God 
will emerge as a loving, benevolent parent 
who, with kindness and sensitivity, sustains 
his people on their continuing journey.

The first step in the monumental transi-
tion from Yira to Ahava may well take place 
in the quiet of the night, in the solitude of 
the Sanctuary, as Aharon’s staff begins to 
blossom. With this miracle, God deliber-
ately moves from destruction to creation; 
heralding a journey that will bring his peo-
ple close.

Our people’s formative, national journey 
from Yira to Ahava creates the paradigm 
for the individual religious passage we are 
each meant to experience over the course 
of our lives.

If as children we necessarily begin with 
Yira - perceiving God as a mysterious, 
distant and fearsome power, capriciously 
controlling our destiny;  a mature relation-
ship with God requires that we successfully 
transition to the dimension of Ahava, as 
well. The sense of awe that underlies our 
perception of the divine should certainly 
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descendants of Levi, son of Yaakov. Their 
lineage, at quite some length, is given in the 
next aliya.  

5th aliya (3:14-39) Count the 
tribe of Levi by households, 
from 1 month and older: the 

households of Gershon, Kehat and Merari, 
the sons of Levi. The sons of Gershon, Kehat 
and Merari are listed. Gershon’s family, 
from a month and above, is 7,500. They 
camp to the west of the Mishkan. Their task 
was to transport and be responsible for the 
curtains and coverings. Kehat numbered 
8,600, camping to the south. They were 
responsible for the vessels: Aron, Menorah, 
Table, altars. Merari numbered 6,200, 
camping to the north. Responsible for the 
structure of the Mishkan; the walls, sup-
ports and beams. The total of the tribe of 
Levi is 22,000. On the front side, the east of 
the Mishkan, Moshe and Aharon and fam-
ilies camped.  

The encampment around the Mishkan 
had 2 layers. The Leviim were in close, on 
3 of the 4 sides of the Mishkan. The 4th side, 
the leading side, had Moshe and Aharon.  
The entire 12 tribes were farther removed 
on all 4 sides.  

The 3 sons of Levi were family groups; 
Gershon, Kehat and Merari. They had full 
responsibility for the Mishkan. Their tasks 
fell in categories.  Gershon; textiles. Kehat; 
furniture. Merari; building. Gershon took 
care of the curtains and coverings. Kehat, 
the important main vessels of the Mishkan.  
And Merari the structure of the building.

6th aliya (3:40-51) Count all the 
firstborn of the age of a month 
and above. The Leviim are to 

replace the firstborn.  There were 273 more 

number is 157,600. The total count of the 
army age men is 603,550 without the tribe 
of Levi.

The people travel and camp with the 
Mishkan in their midst. Physically and 
metaphorically. We travel our history with 
G-d in our midst. While the distinct feel-
ing you get in the detailed description of 
where each tribe encamped is the feeling 
of an army encampment, there is another 
layer of meaning. Yes, regimented. Specific.  
Detailed. Organized. But an army for which 
purpose? To fight the anticipated foes in 
the Land of Israel? Or to be the army of 
Hashem? A fighting army with its G-d in 
its midst? Or both?  

4th aliya (3:1-13) Aharon’s 
sons’ names were Nadav, 
Avihu, Elazar and Itamar.  

Nadav and Avihu died without children.  
Elazar and Itamar serve as Kohanim with 
Aharon. Take the Leviim: they are to serve 
Aharon. The Leviim are responsible for the 
Mishkan: to support the Kohanim and the 
people, to facilitate the running of the Mish-
kan. The Leviim shall take the place of the 
first-born, who became obligated to me 
when saved in Egypt.  

There are 2 groups mentioned here:  
Kohanim and Leviim. The lineage of the 
Kohanim is given.  It just doesn’t take much 
room. Because Aharon is a Kohen and his 
sons. But he only has 2.  So the entire lin-
eage of the Kohanim is 3 people. The Leviim, 
on the other hand, are an entire tribe, 

Every  person  who was not born in Israel 
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate 

his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually! 
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS! 

The NEAMANS

never be lost. As the years pass, however, 
a growing, more pervasive sense of love 
is meant to fill our hearts; as we learn to 
believe in an approachable, benevolent 
deity who desires our welfare and cares 
deeply for our concerns.

Fearing God is easy. Loving Him can, at 
times, be difficult. 

Inevitably, there will be moments in our 
lives when God seems distant; when His 
will and intentions remain unclear; when 
our relationship with Him is strained. 
Nonetheless, we are challenged to cultivate 
a deep abiding trust that he is with us even 
then; perhaps, particularly then; watching 
over us and caring for us as a parent would 
a child. 

The journey towards God experienced by 
our nation at its infancy should be experi-
enced by each of us, as well. Only then can 
our relationship with God be complete. 

הוֹדוּ לַה' כִּי־טוֹב כִּי לְעוֹלָם חַסְדּוֹ
Mazal Tov to

Dr. Simcha (Sanford) RudmanDr. Simcha (Sanford) Rudman 
on his 90th Birthday90th Birthday

on Yom Yerushalayim

with blessings
Families Rothkoff, Nizri, 

Har-Kochav, Rudman, Finaret

Mazal Tov to
Perel & Shraga Marcus & Family 

on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Yehoshua
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PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

The uprising of Korach and his 
cohorts described in this week’s 
parasha is reflected in the haftar-

ah’s episode of the prophet Shmuel’s 
admonishment of the people for their 
request to appoint a king. There are, of 
course, close comparisons between the two 
events. In both stories the people express a 
dissatisfaction with the leadership, a post 
granted to them by G-d Himself. In both 
stories, the leaders were prophets and 
members of the same tribe – Levi. And, in 
both stories, we find Hashem expressing 
anger at the malcontents.

However, there actually are great differ-
ences between these two episodes, almost 
enough to make us wonder why we would 
even compare the two! 

In the parasha’s account, Korach and 
his followers essentially rebelled against 
Moshe, questioning his very right to lead 
the nation, while in the events portrayed 
in the haftarah we find a nation who 
remained faithful to their beloved spiritual 
guide. Korach et al wished to remove Moshe 
from his leadership role-accusing him of 
malfeasance, while the people in Shmuel’s 
era simply desired the appointment of a 
King to lead them in war and, while doing 

so, reassured the navi that he was innocent 
of any misuse of power during his years of 
leadership. Perhaps the most decisive proof 
of the obvious dissimilarity between these 
two events is the difference found in the 
conclusions of these two challenges to lead-
ership: Hashem condemned Korach and 
all of his rebels to death, yet, rather than 
punishing those who asked Shmuel for a 
different form of government, G-d granted 
the people their wish and provided them 
with their first King.

Rav Soloveitchik, in explaining Hashem’s 
less severe reaction to the nation’s request 
for a king, explains that the people’s desire 
for a king was not, in itself, sinful. Quoting 
the Rambam (Hilchot Melachim 1;1) and fol-
lowing the opinion of Rabbi Yehudah in the 
G’mara (Sanhedrin 20b), the Rav reminds 
us that there was a mitzvah from the Torah 
for the nation to establish a monarchy upon 
entering Eretz Yisrael, much as they were 
commanded to build a Bet HaMikdash. The 
sin of the nation, rather, was not the request 

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
New on the Market - the best part of Har Choma 
right next to the Community Center, shopping and 
Shuls. 4 & 3 room apartments with Sukka mirpeset, 
elevator, parking and storage. 3 room - 2.09m, 
4 room 2.49m
New building under construction in Katamonim 
on the border of Katamon. 2-5 room apartments, 
starting at 2.1m shekel
Last 2 room apartment + mirpeset  
& underground parking in new building under 
construction in a great location. 2.15m shekel.  
3 & 4 rooms also available



OU ISRAEL CENTER         29

itself but the reason why they demanded a 
king. It was the Rambam who clarifies this, 
writing (Hilchot Melachim 1;2) that G-d was 
reluctant to accede to the people’s request 
because it was not based upon their desire 
to fulfill the Torah’s precept but because 
they preferred not to have a prophet lead 
them. 

In commenting on the Rambam’s expla-
nation, the Rav clarifies why the improper 
motivation in performing a mitzvah, some-
thing which, generally does not nullify the 
performance of a mitzvah (mitoch shelo 
lsh’ma ba lish’ma) did, in this situation, do 
just that. G-d considered their request to be 
sinful, telling Shmuel “The have rejected 
Me from ruling over them” (Shmuel A 8;7). 
The Rav points us to the commandment 
to appoint a king as it is formulated in 
the Torah: “…and you should say ‘I shall 

appoint a King over me….then shall you 
appoint a king over you…” The very com-
mandment includes your requesting a king 
and, therefore, the very request is part of 
the mitzvah! It is for that reason, says the 
Rav, that Hashem was insistent on HOW 
the question be asked.    

It is this clarification that helps us under-
stand why our ancients chose to connect 
the two stories of those who challenged 
their leadership. After all, given the seem-
ing differences between the two events, 
we might rightfully wonder whether both 
episodes should be seen as “rebellions”. But 
realizing now that the inappropriate way 
the people asked for a king was seen by G-d 
as an act of rebellion against HIS rule, we 
better understand the reasoning of Chazal.

And we better understand how to 
approach Hashem with our own requests.  
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Korach 
Lacked 20:20 
Vision

Many commentaries are curious as to 
how Korach, who was a very wise individual 
could have erred so terribly and determined 
to attack Moshe Rabbeinu’s leadership 
and authority. Rashi suggests as follows: 
 — מִמֶּנּוּ  יוֹצְאָה  גְּדוֹלָה  שַׁלְשֶׁלֶת  רָאָה  הִטְעַתּוּ,  ...עֵינוֹ 

שְׁמוּאֵל שֶׁשָּׁקוּל כְּנֶגֶד משֶֹׁה וְאַהֲרןֹ — אָמַר בִּשְׁבִילוֹ אֲנִי 

נִמְלָט...)רש"י במדבר טז:ז( 

His eye deceived him. He saw [propheti-
cally] a chain of great people descended from 
him: Samuel, who is equal [in importance] to 
Moshe and Aaron. He [Korah] said, “For his 
sake I will be spared”. (Rashi Bamidbar 16:7).

V’karata L’Shabbat Oneg sites a question 
that Rabbi Yisrael Friedman of Husiatyn 
asked his teacher regarding this Rashi, 
when he was only seven years old (he was 
later to become the Admor of Husiatyn).  
Why does Rashi state הטעתו עינו – that Kor-
ach’s “eye” deceived him (in the singular). 
Rashi should have stated that his “eyes” 
deceived him (עיניו).

In fact, the young child continued, at the 
end of the Torah it is stated, in connection 
with Moshe Rabbeinu:
הֲתָה עֵינו..    וּמשֶׁה בֶּן־מֵאָה וְעֶשְׂרִים שָׁנָה בְּמתֹוֹ לֹא־כָֽ

)דברים לג:ז(

Moshe was one hundred and twenty years 
old when he died. His eye had not dimmed…
(Devarim 33:7). 

Again, why does the Torah refer to 
Moshe’s “eye” not dimming, in the singu-
lar, rather than referring to both his eyes 
not dimming? 

The young student’s teacher lacked an 
answer, but the wise young man offered the 
following explanation.  Man is created with 
two eyes, perhaps to symbolically reflect 
that with one eye we need to recognize 
God’s greatness, while with the second eye, 
we are to acknowledge our humility.  Man 
needs to create the proper balance between 
these two perceptions. 

Korach was a holy individual, who wit-
nessed all the miracles in Mitzrayim and 
at Har Sinai, and he feared and respected 
God. However, due to his ego, recognizing 
that great men like Shmuel will be his 
descendants, he lacked humility.  His issue 
was with one eye – the eye that should have 
kept him humble. 

Moshe, on the other hand, was different. 
Notwithstanding that Moshe was the only 
individual to speak directly to God (פה אל פה 

בו  he maintained his modesty. That ,)אדבר 
eye- retained the proper perspective when 
it came to his personal perception.  

May we be able to attain “20:20 vision”, 
so that we recognize God’s awesomeness, 
yet as we achieve personal growth in our 
avodat Hashem, preserve our humility. 
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Thursday, June 8th - Rabbi Finkelstein's shiur was  
sponsored by Barbara Barry in honor of her Birthday  

Monday, June 12th - Rebbetzin Pearl Borrow's shiur was sponsored  
by Chana Karp in memory of her mother

שיינדל בת אברהם מתתיהו הכהן ע"ה

On her 16th yahrzeit, 24 Sivan

Sunday, June 18th  
- all Morning shiurim are sponsored anonymously

Tuesday June 20th - Rabbi Breitowitz's shiur is sponsored by  
Ronen & Sara Kory & Family in memory of of our beloved father,  

Rabbi Chaim Schertz - Rav Chaim Eliezer ben Moshe z"l  
on his 5th yahrzeit, 2 Tammuz,  June 21

Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur  
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לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic 
year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of their parents, 

 Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l -   
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Rosi and Ernest Strauss z”l -    
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur - Minchat Chinuch is sponsored  
for the academic year 2023 by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman  

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l 
יונה בן צדוק ז”ל ואסתר ע”ה בת רפאל הי”ד

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”l 
הרב שמואל אליהו ז”ל בן הרב רפאל נ”י

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by  
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts  

Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur  
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year  

 לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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it is as if G-d “re-gives” the Jews the Torah 
and the Jews re-receive it. Each time we 
learn Torah we are able to discover some-
thing new about the exact same words. 
It’s like we were all at Mount Sinai when 
the Torah was given, meaning it is every 
Jews responsibility to follow the Torah as 
if it was given specifically to him.   

Before receiving the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, there were some Israelites that, of 
their own accord, already kept the entire 
Torah. Since this is the case, why is this 
day so important?

On the day of Matan Torah 2 things 
changed. Firstly the Jews gained a connec-
tion to Hashem. Hashem put his essence 
into the Torah so when he gave it to us 
both those that had and had not kept the 
Torah before were now keeping it because 
of this connection to Hashem’s essence.

Secondly, the Torah given at Mount Sinai 
is able to have an effect on the physical 
world whereas before Torah and mitzvot 
were considered strictly spiritual matters.

The Talmud (Shabbat 88b) states that 
when the Jews heard G-D’s divine voice, 
they all died from its intensity and after-
wards G-d brought them back to life. I 
think this emphasizes why Hashem can-
not be openly present in this world. For 
if he was, the Jews’ free will would no 
longer be preserved and we would fol-
low Hashem in everything. If his awe and 
will were so apparent, we would be com-
pelled to follow him without having a real 
choice.

JLIC at Tel Aviv University does amazing 
work in bringing Jews together and teach-
ing us all about the torah we received 
at Mount Sinai. JLIC, I believe, helps us 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus 
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious 
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals. 
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community for students and 
young professionals; providing engaging and 
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing 
resources for personal and religious growth, 
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support, 
religious guidance and leadership development. 
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan University 
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for 
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact: 
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC 
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

students see Hashem, even though he is 
hidden by the mask of nature and teaches 
us how to use our free will to bring 
Hashem into the physical world in what-
ever way we choose. 
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We are familiar with the complaint of Kor-
ach and his companions Datan and Aviram 
against Moshe and Aharon. Yet, when we 
look at Moshe Rabbeinu’s retort to Datan 
and Aviram’s criticism, it seems peculiar. 
Moshe Rabbeinu gets angry and implores 
Hashem to refuse the offerings of Korach 
and his group. He responds to their censure 
by saying that he never even took a donkey 
from the people for his personal use (Bamid-
bar 16;15). Rashi notes here that even when 
Moshe went back to Mitzrayim to lead the 
Jews out of slavery, he took his own donkey. 
Is using his own transportation as opposed 
to writing it off as a business expense the pri-
mary indication that Moshe was not abusing 
his position? Further, we can wonder if 
Datan and Aviram even deserved a response 
for their flagrant disrespect to Moshe!

Rav Yerucham Levovitz shares here a 
powerful insight. It is natural to respond to 
critique with categorical denial, especially 
if one feels the condemnation is unwar-
ranted. However, Moshe Rabbeinu teaches 

us to reflect, to see if there is any truth to 
the accusation. If, after deep consideration, 
Moshe Rabbeinu can indeed say that he 
never took anything from Klal Yisrael for 
his personal use, even travel expenses 
incurred as part of his job, then he is indeed 
innocent of any charges leveled against 
him. It is easy to reject any admonishment 
or deny it. Processing all that is said to us 
through an honest and reflective lens is a 
sign of greatness. Rav Yisrael Salanter notes 
that Dovid Hamelech displays this middah 
as well. Dovid Hamelech declares, “baka-
mim aly mire’im tishmana aznai – when 
those who would harm me rise up against 
me, my ears have heard their doom.”(Te-
hilim 92;12) Even when his enemies leveled 
accusations against him, his ears were open 
to hear what they had to say. Realizing that 
everything said to us is some sort of message 
to help us reflect and grow motivates us to 
become greater, more expanded people.

Rav Wolbe explains that Moshe Rab-
beinu’s comment about not taking even 
a donkey teaches us that the real test of 
one's honesty is the way he handles money. 
Indeed, Chazal teach that Moshe Rabbeinu 
wore a robe without pockets or seams 
when dealing with the donations for the 
Mishkan so no one could even contemplate 
accusing him of dishonesty or corruption. 
There is a story told of a man who went to 
a contemporary gadol and lauded the shid-
duch he had just made for his daughter to a 
young man who he described as a boy with 

"Deb’s Retreat" country house
� 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 
� Large fenced-in swimming 
pool, complete privacy
�A quiet, calm, and relaxed 
atmosphere in the Lower Galilee
debs-r.com or 054-5585230
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tremendous yirat shamayim. The gadol 
asked him if he ever saw this boy deal with 
money since one’s integrity vis a vis money 
is the true mark of yirat shamayim.

Rav Druk in Aish Tamid notes that 
Moshe’s emphasis on not taking anything 
from Am Yisrael for his personal use was 
an indication of his true greatness. Genu-
ine leadership is displayed in one whose 
whole desire is to serve his people, never to 

intimidate or dominate. Moshe Rabbeinu’s 
humility is evident; the property of his peo-
ple was not his for the taking.

The beauty of Torah is in the varied and 
diverse ways that it can be understood. The 
Noam Elimelech sees Moshe’s statement as a 
plea of respite and forgiveness from his peo-
ple. Supporting a Torah scholar generates 
a power of protection that helps one resist 
sin. Thus, Moshe Rabbeinu declares that he 
is at fault for the people’s state, for had he 
allowed them to provide him with a donkey, 
they would not have come to sin so quickly. 
This undeniably distinguishes Moshe Rabbe-
inu as the quintessential leader of all time. 

Debby Architecture &Design
� Interior design according to
needs, style, and profession 
debby-t.com or 054-5585230
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Jewish 
Leadership

Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt’l, Rosh Yeshiva of 
Mesivta Tifereth Jerusalem on the Lower 
East Side of Manhattan, was the Poseik 
haDor, the leading Halachic authority 
of his generation. He was adored for his 
compassion, sensitivity and midos tovos, 
and respected for his unmatched genius 
and hasmada, constant engagement in Tal-
mud Torah. Reb Moshe’s wise counsel and 
psak were sought by Jews worldwide who 
turned to the tzadik with questions and 
quandaries large and small. Igros Moshe, 
a nine volume series of responsa, includes 
thousands of Reb Moshe’s teshuvos and has 
its own index to navigate the range of topics 
covered, titled Yad Moshe. 

Anecdotes relating to Reb Moshe’s 
self-perception are insightful and instruc-
tive. Once, a woman who remembered Reb 
Moshe from his younger years as a Rav in 
Russia asked what position he now occu-
pied in America: “Do you have a congrega-
tion or lead a community?” “I say a shiur,” 
R’ Moshe replied with deep simplicity, “and 
sometimes I answer people’s questions and 
pasken a she’eilah (issue a halachic ruling).”

There was nary a topic relating to Jew-
ish life and living that Reb Moshe did not 
address in his corpus of p’sak. A reporter 

seeking to understand the global con-
sensus and devotion to the Gadol haDor 
once asked Reb Moshe about the process 
through which he reached the pinnacle 
of Jewish leadership, and how and when 
he was declared the greatest authority on 
Jewish law in the generation. 

Smiling, Reb Moshe replied, “I really 
don’t know the answer to your question. All 
I can tell you is that I do my best to answer 
people who come to me with halachic ques-
tions. Often, they return a second time with 
something else to ask, so I imagine they are 
satisfied with the answers they receive.” 

Our sedra this week details the rebellion 
of Korach, a talented and righteous Jew with 
great potential for leadership and impact 
on Klal Yisrael, who remains an example of 
tragic failure and fall from grace.

Korach was fixated on hierarchy, roles 
and titles, and who was deserving of status 
and power or not. While seeking to appear 
as a champion of spiritual equality and 
open religious access within the commu-
nity, Korach also made the claim that he 
himself was most qualified and worthy of 
being the Kohen Gadol. For Korach, lead-
ership clearly meant power, entitlement 
and self-importance to him, despite his 
‘campaign pitch’. However, in seeking to 
undermine Moshe Rabbeinu’s leadership, 
he revealed the vast chasm of difference in 
the midos and mentality of the two men.

On the opposite end of the spectrum 
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was Moshe Rabbeinu, the greatest man 
who has ever lived, who having reached 
the pinnacle of human achievement and 
self-actualization was nonetheless ֹמְאד  עָנָיו 
הָאֲדָמָה עַל־פְּנֵי  אֲשֶׁר  הָאָדָם   exceedingly“ ,מִכּלֹ 
humble, more so than any person on the 
face of the earth” (Bamidbar, 12:3). And it 
was specifically by means of this humility 
that he experienced the greatest level of 
clarity, revelation and dveykus.
ולְֹא־קָם נָבִיא עוֹד בְּיִשְׂרָאֵל כְּמשֶֹׁה אֲשֶׁר יְדָעוֹ ה׳ פָּנִים 

אֶל־פָּנִים׃

There was never a prophet like Moses 
in the People of Israel, who knew Hashem 
face to face. (Devarim, 34:10)
 וְדִבֶּר ה׳ אֶל־משֶֹׁה פָּנִים אֶל־פָּנִ֔ים כַּאֲשֶׁר יְדַבֵּר אִישׁ 

אֶל־רֵעֵהוּ 

Hashem would speak to Moshe face to 
face, as one person speaks to another. (She-
mos, 33:11) 

The Baal Shem Tov says that Hashem Yis-
borach acts midah k’neged midah, ‘measure 
for measure’ with us, and ‘lowers’ himself to 
shine His Infinite light upon a human being 
(who lowers himself). Thus did Hashem 
speak with Moshe ‘face to face’ יְדַבֵּר  כַּאֲשֶׁר 

אֶל־רֵעֵהוּ  with the same humility that‘ ,אִישׁ 
Moshe spoke with his fellows.’

Despite his great stature and awesome 

spiritual accomplishments, Moshe Rabbeinu 
remains the paradigm of authentic Jewish 
leadership: humility, self sacrifice and com-
plete bitul, self-effacement before the needs 
of the People and the Will of Hashem.

It is said that the reason Rav Yosef Karo, 
the Mechaber or author of the Shulchan 
Aruch, was universally accepted and his 
codification of Jewish law remains the tem-
plate of Jewish practice throughout the gen-
erations is that never once did he demand 
of others, “Kabel daati; you must accept my 
opinion.” As with Moshe Rabbeinu, Reb 
Moshe Feinstein and all the true tzadikim, 
the mark of Torah leadership is the midah 
of humility. Their focus is never self-serv-
ing, rather only serving others and Hashem 
sincerely and wholeheartedly.

The kernel of truth in Korach’s claim is 
that we are all leaders. May we also learn 
from his courage — and use it positively, to 
‘lower ourselves’ and to take up the responsi-
bility to serve and inspire those around us…. 

רפואה שלמה
אברהם יהושע בן פרל באהדנא

רפואה שלמה
לב אייזק בן אולגה



44     TORAH TIDBITS 1520 /  KORACH

THIS WEEK: CAN YOU 
HELP a single mother living 
on welfare make a Bat 
Mitzvah celebration for her 
daughter?

 Can you help?
• Checks:  

Make out to “Yesh Ezra”  
Send to: Yesh Ezra, POB 31476, 
Romema, Jerusalem, 9136101

• Bank Transfer: Bank Mercantile (17), 
Branch 642, A/C 79747843, Yesh Ezra

To obtain your tax benefit receipt, send 
details by Whatsapp/email.
• Credit card: 

Sara at 077-820-0196  
Sunday, Monday, and Wednesday 
(10:15am - 2:45pm)

• Website: www.yeshezra.org  
Click on “Donate Now”

Inquiries:  
Menachem Persoff  
050-570-1067  
menpmp@gmail.com

CARDO PROPERTIES

FOR RENT  
IN THE CITY CENTER

Rechavia - Keren Hayesod 
St., 3-bedroom unfurnished 

apt. available for rent starting 
immediately, 2nd floor, 

dining area, good condition, 
2 bathrooms, 1 shower, 

balconies, excellent location, 
near public transportation

Asking: 8500nis/month

CALL: 052 2604394

052-7041393
For a private meeting call now:

1,270,0001,210,000

READY IN
30 MONTHS
TO MOVE-IN

20%
80%
AT CONTRACT

WHEN READY

SPACIOUS!
RARE!

EXCELLENT!

The Apartment?

The Price?

The Payment Plans?

Izrael Quarter neighborhood, Afula

3 room apts. (81 sqm.) 4 room apts. (92 sqm.)

starting
at

starting
at
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J E R U S A L E M

R E A L  E S T A T E

ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

3 Moshe Hess St., Jerusalem
0778038511

FOR SALE IN  JERUSALEM: 

Kiryat Moshe "The Rova 1" - 6 rooms, brand new, 
sunny, well-lit, balcony, view, 2 covered parking 

spots, store room, accessible for disabled, 
immediate occupancy. Exclusive! 053-6725042

Mordot Ein Kerem (Derech Carmit) - 5 rooms, 
second floor, quiet, well-kept, excellent condition, 

forest view, on the light rail line, move-in ready. 
Exclusive! 053-6725042

Rasco (Tchernichovsky) - Last 4 + 5 room apts  
and penthouses in New Boutique Building Top 

floors (5-7), huge Sukkah terraces, Shabbat 
elevator, view, elegantly designed, quality 

finishings, 3 exposures, quiet, central location. 
Ilana 053-4872526 

Shabbos Bistro
Premium delicious shabbes meals

Openning hours:
Thursday  12 pm-2 am
Friday 8 am-3 pm

     02-9964469 |     054-8777347
Iben Shafrut 5, Rehavia, Jerusalem

Real Life Rescues 
Saving A Diner In An Eilat Hotel
On Tuesday at 9 A.M., a man in his 50s experienced a 
sudden cardiac arrest while having breakfast in the dining 
hall of Eilat’s Neptune Hotel. Eyewitnesses immediately 
called for medical assistance.

Yehuda Ben Yatach, a volunteer EMT from United 
Hatzalah, happened to be nearby when his proximity 
alert was triggered. Without hesitation, he jumped on 
his ambucycle and raced to the scene. Yehuda, the first 
responder on site, found hotel employees performing 
chest compressions on the man, who had already 
received one electric shock from the hotel’s defibrillator. 
Taking charge, Yehuda continued with chest compressions 
and cleared the patient’s airway by suctioning secretions 
before delivering a second shock.

A mobile intensive care crew arrived minutes later, 
joining forces with Yehuda. United Hatzalah paramedic 
Liad Ohana, who happened to be vacationing in a nearby 
hotel also received the emergency alert from United 
Hatzalah’s Dispatch and Command center. Liad left his 
family, informing them he would return shortly, and 
swiftly made his way to the scene in his car.

Upon Liad’s arrival, he integrated into the medical team, 
providing advanced life support such as intubation and 
medications. After a joint effort of half an hour, the 
patient regained his pulse and started breathing again. 
He was promptly transported to the hospital for further 
treatment.

After the incident, Liad said, “I entered the medical 
field 15 years ago, and until this day I am committed to 
responding to emergencies and volunteering my skills 
to save lives. My ultimate goal is to help people return 
to their loved ones and resume their lives at the end of  
the day.”

1221

Real Life Rescues 
EMT Saves Baby from  
Severe Allergic Reaction  
Following First Taste of Tahini
On a recent Tuesday morning in Jerusalem, parents 
were feeding their 6-month-old baby and introduced 
him to tahini for the first time. Within minutes, the 
baby developed a severe allergic reaction. The 
infant's parents immediately called emergency 
services, seeking urgent help.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Shalom Klein, 
alerted to the emergency through his proximity alert 
system, sprang into action as the first responder on 
the scene. Arriving promptly, Shalom was confronted 
with a distressing sight - a baby boy with swollen lips 
and tongue, struggling to breathe, and covered in a 
worrisome rash.

Recognizing the symptoms as indicative of an 
anaphylactic shock, the volunteer knew immediate 
intervention was crucial. Without hesitation, he 
administered a life-saving EpiPen injection, delivering 
a dose of epinephrine to counteract the severe 
allergic reaction. The powerful medication quickly 
took effect, and the infant's breathing became less 
labored. The swelling in the lips and tongue began to 
subside, providing much-needed relief to the child.

As the symptoms continued to recede, the EMT 
monitored his condition while awaiting the arrival of 
a mobile intensive care ambulance. Several minutes 
later, the ambulance team arrived and transported 
the infant to the nearest hospital for further 
treatment and observation.

Reflecting on the incident, Shalom emphasized the 
importance of having an EpiPen readily available. 
"It's a great thing 
I had an EpiPen in 
my medical kit," he 
stated. "An EpiPen 
can save a person's 
life within minutes 
and is a huge help 
for both EMTs and 
patients."

1221
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

There is a verse which should 
be familiar to each of us which 
appears in the shir shel yom for 

Shabbat, Tzadik KaTamar Yifrach - The 
Righteous Blossom like the date palm. 

The Arizal points out that the Sofei Teivot, 
the concluding letters of the words Tzadik 
KaTamar Yifrach - Kuf Reish Chet - spell out 
Korach.

How are we to understand this teaching 
from the Ari HaKadosh, that encrypted in 
this verse about the blossoming potential of 
the righteous, is an allusion to Korach who 
seemingly represents an individual who is 
far from being righteous?

In addition, and in contrast to the depic-
tion of Korach's challenge to Moshe and 
Ahron's leadership roles, Parshat Korach 
contains the interesting miracle which 
occurs to Ahron's staff- V'hinei Parach Matei 
Ahron L'Veit Levi,Vayeitzei Perch,Vayatzeitz 
tzitz, Vayigmol Shkeidim - And behold the 
staff of Ahron of the house of Levi had blos-
somed;it brought forth a blossom,sprouted a 
bud and developed almonds.

In explaining this verse, Rabbi Geda-
liah Schorr zt'l points out that normally 
when a fruit appears in nature, a bud first 
appears on the tree, then that bud turns to a 
blossom, and then the blossom disappears 
and a fruit begins to grow. However, here, 
when it comes to the miraculous growth 
that springs forth from Ahron's staff, the 
buds, flowers and almonds are occurring 

simultaneously. 
Rav Gedaliah Schorr explains that this 

miracle is meant to teach us a fundamental 
message about what differentiates Ahron 
from Korach. Ahron represents an individ-
ual who is in a constant state of growth and 
renewal and thus his staff reflects this - the 
buds, blossoms and fruit (almonds) are 
present simultaneously, as there is constant 
ongoing growth and renewal. Even after 
Ahron has achieved great spiritual growth, 
he doesn't rest, yet continues to seek oppor-
tunities for further growth and renewal. 
This, explains Rav Gedaliah Schorr, is the 
meaning of our verse -Tzadik KaTamar 
Yifrach - Ahron was in a constant process of 
growth and renewal.

Indeed, every single one of us has within 
us that same potential to either blossom 
like that tamar and bear fruit, or chas v'sha-
lom  to not see that potential for continued 
growth actualized. Each of us must work 
diligently to bring that innate potential to 
fruition.

Yehi Ratzon, may we each be blessed to 
emulate Ahron HaKohein, to strive to expe-
rience constant growth and renewal in our 
Avodat Hashem.

Shabbat Shalom. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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Luxury furnished 
4 Bedroom 

4.5-bathroom 
Penthouse in 
the sky with 
unobstructed views. Large terrace of 

100m plus an additional sukkah terrace 
that seats 28 people. Fully equipped 
with 2 ovens,3 sinks, 2 dishwashers, 

washer, dryer & much more. Building is 
secured with private parking included. 

Price for summer is $500 a night. Price for 
Holidays ranges from $700-$1000 a night. 

Excellent location.  
1 minute walk from light rail and 
8-minute walk from Gan Sacher.

Short Term Rental available  
for the Summer/Rosh Hashana/

Yom Kippur/Sukkot

Please call Ricki at 19546006333  
or email Rickikaneti35@gmail.com

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + 
a/c, large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5750000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM – 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, renovated by architect, fireplace, a/c, 
very central, close to all amenities

MENDEL 052-8980111

TALBIEH – 3 rooms, 80m, 2nd floor + elevator, 
completely renovated, wall cabinets, electrical 
appliance, A/C, 2 bathrooms, storage-room, 
immediate, lease

2690000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111

ADAM st. close to Arnona Hatzeira, in a step 
building, very spacious 5 rooms + terrace, 40m, 
open view, renovated, private entrance, quiet, 
potential of adding extra unit, 3450000 nis

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

BAKA a stunning 3 story house on a quiet and 
pastoral cul-de-sac, very high end designed, 
swimming-pool, large wrap around garden, 
parking

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

Geulah  
& Achdut

The Korach earthquake left our nation in 
complete chaos. Just a few months earlier, 
the entire population had gathered into 
marching formation, preparing to stride 
into Israel. The Jewish encampment in the 
desert was a logistical marvel, highly orga-
nized and highly coordinated. Each shevet 
occupied a distinct and well-defined sector 
with the entire convoy partitioned by flags.  

Transporting a population of three 
million strong across a sandy desert is no 
small logistical feat, and it requires highly 
synchronized teamwork. According to 
one opinion of the gemara they journeyed 
in the "camp formation" rather than in 
single-file, further demanding precise and 
detailed choreography. The scene in par-
shat Beha’alotecha is a model of coopera-
tion and coordination. 

It is also a model of a harmonious "divi-
sion of labor". During an elaborate inaugu-
ration ceremony, the Levi'im were inducted 
into their dual role. Tasked with guarding 
the Mishkan, they intermediated between 
the general population and the shechinah. 
However, they also assisted the Kohanim 
in their daily korbanot and in general 
Mishkan operations.  They were content 
playing these subsidiary roles, without 

demanding the limelight. Beha’alotecha 
presents an idyllic scene of social harmony 
and of national achdut- both within the 
Jewish encampment and within the overall 
population. 

Korach 's rebellion shattered everything. 
Demanding equal political and religious 
rights, he incited Levi'im into a full-scale 
rebellion. Moshe's unrelenting rivals, 
Datan and Aviram, exploited this mutiny 
to intensify their personal vendetta against 
him. Two hundred and fifty dissenters, 
hailing from the tribe of Reuven, joined 
the insurrection, hoping to recover their 
forefather's lost glory and abdicate title. It 
was an all-out contest of everyone against 
everyone, and we quickly spiraled into 
anarchy. Our national harmony was ripped 
to shreds by the Korach mutiny. 

This revolt is the final event recorded by 
the Torah before the forty year "break in the 
action". The Torah doesn’t document any 
events which transpired during those forty 
dark years, primarily, because nothing sig-
nificant occurred, other than the slow and 
tragic extinction of an entire generation. 
Effectively, from a literary standpoint, the 
Korach uprising launched our mini-gallus 
of forty years in an empty desert. 

Conceivably, national tefillah and teshu-
vah could have reversed the forty-year 
mini-galus which had been sentenced to us 
after the meraglim fiasco. After all, just a 
year earlier, a harsh divine punishment for 
the egel sin had been commuted. Korach's 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         49

rebellion, however, profoundly ruptured 
our social fabric and eliminated any hope 
for national recovery. A fractured nation 
could not rally to tefillah or to teshuvah. 
Our fate was sealed.

The Sale of Yosef 
Of course, this was not the first time, nor 

the only time in history that Jewish exile 
was triggered by social strife. Our first exile 
to Egypt was sparked by a sibling rivalry 
which erupted into the shameful sale of 
Yosef. Had the family not been fractured, 
history may have taken a different trajec-
tory. Thousands of years later, on the eve 
of our lengthiest exile, this hideous crime 
would come back to haunt us. 

The brutal murder of the ten martyrs, 
signaled the start of our dreaded and 
lengthy galus. During the show trial of our 
legendary Torah scholars, the Roman pros-
ecutors invoked the crime of Yosef's sale as 
the basis for this punitive verdict. Just as we 
were about to depart for our long odyssey 
through history we were reminded, once 
again, that Jewish exile is always triggered 
by social disharmony. 

Sadly, we didn't need this gruesome 
reminder.  During the final stages of the 
second Beit Hamikdash, our society was 
wracked by strife, discord and bloody civil 
wars which took tens of thousands of lives. 
Our society was badly splintered into com-
peting factions which sparred for political 
and religious control. 

Eventually, facing a brutal Roman siege, 
we plummeted into even greater conflict. 
We had stored up enough grain to outlast 
several years of a siege, however during 
the siege, warring sects burned each other's 
granaries, introducing widespread hunger 
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and disease. When the Romans finally 
breached the walls of Yerushalayim they 
discovered a city of corpses and skeletons. 
The Romans didn’t conquer Yerushalayim, 
the city collapsed under the weight of dis-
pute and internal conflict.

Jewish exile is always a product of soci-
etal disunity. From Yosef to Korach, to the 
civil wars of the second Beit Mikdash, this 
sad cycle repeats itself throughout Jewish 
history. 

Every Jew Owns Israel
The Land of Israel was awarded to a 

people and not to individuals. When our 
national unity frays, our hold on our Land 
erodes. The notion that Israel belongs to 
the larger community and not to any one 
individual group or faction, is illustrated by 
an interesting halacha. The easiest method 
to halachically transfer ownership of a 
portable item (known as ma'aseh kinyan) 
is to package it together with a land trans-
fer. Smaller portable items can be bundled 
together with land and sold as one package 
through a process known as agav. This fac-
ile method of a kinyan transaction depends 
upon the seller actually owning transfer-
able land. 

The great French Tosafot scholar known 
as Rabenu Tam, the 12th century grandson 
of Rashi, asserted that even Jews who do 
not actually own land can execute this 
kinyan process, since every Jew, effectively, 
owns a potential burial plot in Israel. This 
narrow halachic application, allowing the 
use of a hypothetical burial plot in Israel as 
the basis for a land-based kinyan process, 
reflects the broader truth that the Land of 
Israel is a national heritage. Because it is a 
national commons, when our achdut falls 

into disrepair our hold on the Land weak-
ens and the dark specter of galus appears 
upon the horizon. 

Intergenerational Community 
Israel belongs to every Jew, even those 

who are no longer amongst the living. 
Though the original generation which left 
Egypt was condemned to die in the desert, 
they legally inherited the Land of Israel. A 
very complex and elaborate system was 
installed to allocate Land in Israel. A  parcel 
of land was posthumously awarded to each 
original member of the generation which 
had departed Egypt, but had passed away in 
the desert. The lands then reverted to their 
living children who physically entered the 
Land. Israel belongs to an intergenerational 
community of Jews, and not just whichever 
generation happens to be inhabiting it. Our 
deed to this Land is communal and histor-
ical, and when our solidarity splinters our 
deed becomes voided. 

Broadcasting "Oneness" 
The Land of God lies beyond human 

reach and beyond human capacity. Only 
those whom Hashem authorizes stand any 
chance to settle this small parcel of Land. 
Throughout history, dominant empires 
attempted, in vain, to establish permanent 
holds on this Land, but, inevitably, they all 
came up empty. Unlike other regions on 
this planet, settlement in the Land of God 
must be divinely ordained. 

We were specifically chosen to inhabit 
this Land as part of our national and his-
torical mission to represent Hashem in this 
world. Our deed to Israel is integrated with 
our mission of spreading knowledge of 
Hashem to all of humanity. 

One of the basic tenets of monotheism is 
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the Oneness of Hashem. Ideally, our own 
unity should reflect His indivisibility and 
Oneness. When our unity reflects His, our 
mission is successful, and our presence in 
Israel is justified. When we fall into social 
disunity, we no longer fully represent His 
oneness and our lease on His Land falters. 

Homogenizing Minhagim? 
Part of the historical project of return-

ing home is reinstating the unity we lost 
during exile. The enormous challenge of 
unifying religious and non-observant Jews 
is obvious, but even within the Orthodox 
community we face many interesting and 
unprecedented questions, as we walk 
through the uncharted territory of Jewish 
redemptive history. 

Minhagim and other customs such as 
nusach hatefillah were crucial to maintain-
ing Jewish identity throughout a punishing 
exile. Communal identity and communal 
traditions are major elements of religious 
identity and our diverse and particularized 
customs preserved Jewish identity and 
strengthened our sense of "belonging". 

Now that we have all gathered "under 
one roof", in one country, will we begin 
to standardize some of these differences? 
Obviously, strict halachic ordinances 
are unchanging and cannot be ignored 
or homogenized. However, as history 
unfolds and more of the Jewish population 
"encamps" in Israel, it is possible that we 
will secure greater unity by homogenizing 
some of the different minhagim which we 
brought home from our exile. These differ-
ences were crucial to our survival when we 
were lost in history, but may deter national 
solidarity in our Homeland. 
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL

Introduction
On January 1, 2000, the New York Times 

printed a special edition to commemorate 
the newspaper’s 100th anniversary. This 
commemorative edition included the front 
page of the first edition of the newspaper 
100 years ago, the front page of the current 
newspaper, and a front page projecting what 
might be written 100 years later. The writ-
ers wrote articles about what they guessed 
might be in the news in another century. 
On the bottom of the page, there was a box 
listing the Shabbos candle lighting time for 
January 2100. The non-Jewish editor of the 
newspaper was asked why he specifically 
chose to include that seemingly random 
item. His response was as follows - ”We don’t 
know what will happen in the year 2100. It is 
impossible to predict the future. But of one 
thing you can be certain. That in the year 
2100 Jews will still be keeping Shabbos”.

This inspiring story emphasizes to us the 
eternality and constancy of Shabbos. No 
matter what happens, no matter where we 
are, or what century we live in, Shabbos 
will always continue to exist. This is an 
amazing thing!

However, on the other hand, because 
Shabbos is so eternal, and most of us have 
grown up with it and have been keeping it 
for decades, it is often taken for granted. 
This is truly unfortunate! There is so much 
beauty inherent in the Shabbos experience 
but because we never bother to focus on it 

BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI
Director of OU Israel L'Ayla Women's InitiativeSHABBOS

and to delve into it, we miss out.
We learn in Gemara Shabbos 10b – "אמר 

 לו הקב"ה למשה: מתנה טובה יש לי בבית גנזי ושבת

 Hashem said to -  "שמה ואני מבקש ליתנה לישראל
Moshe: I have special present in my treasure 
house which is called Shabbos and I want to 
give it to Bnei Yisrael.

Rav Shlomo Levenstein in his book ומתוק 
 expands on this Gemara and explains האור
as follows. If a man of limited means says 
he has a treasure locked in a safe, you can 
assume it’s probably not worth very much. 
On the other hand, if a millionaire says he 
has a treasure stored in the safe, you can 
assume it’s of great value. Here, the One 
with the treasure house, is none other than 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu. If Shabbos is consid-
ered one of the greatest gifts He has stored 
in His safe, this means it is of utmost value. 
Shabbos is the הברכה  the root of all ,מקור 
blessing in this world, but we need to spend 
the time to uncover what that means.

This week, we are beginning a new topic 
for this column. In this column - “Towards 
Meaningful Shabbos” - we will b’ezrat 
Hashem take a step back and really analyze 
all the components of our Shabbos expe-
rience – from lighting candles to Shalom 
Aleichem, from Zemirot to Havdala, from 
Lechem Mishna to the underlying concepts 
of the 39 Melachot, and everything in 
between. 

It is my hope that in this way, we will 
uplift our weekly Shabbos experience, 
grow in our Avodat Hashem, and tap into 
the special Bracha that is inherent in the 
Shabbos. 
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Even though we already concluded 
our study of Birchat HaMazon in the 
last article, I recently came across 

a remarkable story about bentching that I 
thought would be important to share with 
you. The story illustrates a beautiful point 
brought down by the Sefer HaChinuch. The 
Sefer HaChinuch writes –
“כל הזהיר בברכת  המזון, מזונותיו מצויין לו בכבוד כל ימיו”

Anyone who is careful with their Bentch-
ing, his livelihood will be provide for him with 
respect all of his days 

We spent a lot of time in our Birchat 
Hamazon series discussing the meaning 
and significance of all of the Brachot of the 
Bentching. But beyond understanding the 
deeper meanings, we also need to make 
sure to be זהיר with our bentching, to be care-
ful  how we recite the Bentching, the respect 
we give to it, and the way we concentrate 
and focus. If we do our bentching right, we 
are told that Hashem will reward us with a 
good livelihood.

This story is told by Rabbi Yoel Gold and 
has a profound message for us in our own 
bentching. 

Two years ago, after the tragedy in Meron, a 
man named Chaim Ginz decided to try and be 
menachem avel  as many of the victims’ fami-
lies as possible. The first family he visited was 
the Zacbach family in Bnei Brak, who were 
mourning their 24 year old son, Menachem 
Asher. At the shiva house, the family gave out 
bentchers with the inscription – “The last will/

request (צוואה) of Menachem Asher is to bentch 
out of a bentcher”. The family explained that 
at the age of 16, Menachem Asher had taken 
on the practice of always bentching from a 
bentcher and never reciting the bentching 
by heart. He took this commitment very seri-
ously and would never wash and eat bread 
unless he was absolutely sure there was a 
bentcher available in the vicinity. Chaim Ginz 
heard this and decided to take on this prac-
tice as well, l’iluy nishmat this young man.

About a month later, Chaim was feeling 
pretty stuck. He was having trouble making 
a living. He was a Sofer and he had just com-
pleted a project and was unable to find any 
more work. Day after day, he would show 
prospective clients samples of his work but 
they just kept turning him away. He was 
feeling very rejected and depressed. One 
day, he was in a special apartment in Bnei 
Brak which sofrim use as a place to do their 
work. He had something to eat and was 
ready to bentch. He didn’t have a bentcher 
on him so he was about to bentch by heart. 
But he remembered his commitment and 
began to search the apartment from top 
to bottom. Finally, after many minutes, he 
located a bentcher hidden under a stack of 
papers on the top of a bookshelf. He noticed 
that the bentcher was written in כתב אשורית, 
the font used by sofrim. He admired the 
beauty of the writing and after bentching, 
he decided to use the bentcher to help him 
with his own writing. For three hours, he 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative
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letter 

  • בסיעתא דשמיא  •

The process will be carried out in full accordance with halacha.

Dear Women,
I am turning to you in the hope that you will do a tremendous 
chesed. There is a wonderful, religious couple who do not have 

children.

They are looking for a donor egg; from a Jewish woman who is 
either single or a widow or a married woman who froze her eggs 
before she got married and would like to donate. These are the 

options, as the husband is a Kohen.

If you or anyone that you may know is interested in becoming a 

donor, please send a message to the following number:

050-5712448

Please forward this message to other groups.

A respectable fee will be paid.
Torah observant women preferred. Process will be in accordance with the law.

Thank 
you 

and may this

mitzvah be 

a merit for

you and your

family!

A personal
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

One Person's 
Passion for 
the Land

 When the deep holy desire of love of Zion, 
of remembrance of the Land, to which all 
delights are attached grows strong in the 
soul, even the individual soul, it opens 
up a fountain-flow for the entire com-
munity, for myriad souls attached to 
her.” (Eretz Chefetz 5:7) (Naor translation) 

Rav Kook accentuates the powerful 
reverberations of a single person’s yearn-
ing for the Land.  

Ostensibly Rav Kook is echoing a central 
tenet found in Chassidut - namely, the 
remarkable stature and influence of aTzad-
dik. Numerous chassidic texts emphasize 
the notion that the saint/ tzaddik - should 
be honored and recognized for their  
righteousness and even more so for their 
incalculable influence on this world and 
even the upper world. 

The following is one example from the 
writings of Rebbe Nachaman of Breslov on 
this topic, with whom Rav Kook was well 
versed:

“The true leader of the generation ought 
to be a great tzaddik indeed…After achiev-
ing such a state, he is capable by mere 
contemplative observation, reflecting on 

each Jew, to bring sparkle and light into 
everyone’s mind and intellect, distributing 
greatness to each in accordance with capac-
ity and the quality of mind.” (Likkutei Eztot, 
Zaddik, no.108) (‘The Religious Thought of 
Hasidism, Lamm, p. 301).

The influence of a tzaddik can be under-
stood in mystical terms, as Rebbe Nachman 
seems to intimate above, or it can simply be 
understood rationally. Namely, a person of 
great charisma and influence can deeply 
impact the thoughts and actions of others. 

Rav Kook: The Tzaddik’s Unique Role

In a powerful passage found in Rav 
Kook’s Orot Hateshuvah (8:6) he speaks 
about the fact that the teshuva of tzaddikim 
brings a great light to “shine in all the dark-
ened pathways.” This notion can be applied 
to the effect that a saintly personality can 
have in regards to kindling a greater love 
and yearning for the Land. 

“When the tzaddikim do teshuva, they 
cause the light of holiness to shine in all of 
the darkened pathways. The blemishes that 
they find within themselves, the counsel 
that they create for themselves so as to rise 
from [their] descent and from the despair 
in their heart to the clear light of supernal 
holiness and straightness - these themselves 
become great lights that illuminate the 
world. Whoever feels within himself the 
depth of the consolation of teshuva and the 
embitterment of thought [associated with] 
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rectifying his blemishes - both those whose 
rectification is within his grasp and those 
whose rectification is not yet within his 
grasp, regarding which he hopes for [God’s] 
compassion - binds himself to the company 
of the tzaddikim, from whose thoughts of 
teshuva the entire world is renewed with a 
new light. (Orot Hateshuvah 8:6).

Rav Kook is speaking not only of the ‘tzad-
dik’s’ influence but surely every person's 
potential to make an enduring impact. Pos-
itive actions -  even positive thoughts - have 
a ripple effect for the good:

“A person knows that the moment that a 
stream of ruach hakodesh pours down on 
his soul, at any moment that a person uplifts 
himself through good deeds, [which comes 
about] through an awakening from above 
which pines for Godliness, for wisdom and 
righteousness, for beauty and justice - this 
brings a perfecting of the spiritual charac-
ter of all of existence. (Orot Hakodesh Vol. 
3, p.314).

Without question Rav Kook was a shining 
example of a single individual's extraordi-
nary impact. He inspired multitudes to 
more passionately pursue the fulfillment of 
the mitzvah of yearning for the Land and 
more practically making the Land of Israel 
home.

Another remarkable illustration of a rab-
bininc leader who impacted others in their 
love of the Land was Rabbi Joseph Solove-
itchik. Rabbi Soloveitchik highlighted the 

notion that at times it requires the courage 
of one individual to venture out on his own 
and heroically make his mark. 

In an address given at a Mizrachi conven-
tion entitled “And Joseph Dreamt a Dream,” 
Rabbi Soloveitchik describes the conflict 
between Yosef and his brothers. The broth-
ers represented a conservative approach, 
while Yosef understood that changes were 
taking place and that it was necessary to 
plan and prepare accordingly. Yosef acted 
with a modern consciousness - he took note 
of innovation and change and responded 
positively. In Rabbi Soloveitchik’s view, this 
position - sensitivity to the changing reality 
- is what characterized the Mizrachi move-
ment, and Religious Zionism as a whole, in 
the modern era. 

Rabbi Soloveitchik, speaking from a per-
sonal perspective, states that he came from 
the rabbinical tradition that had opposed 
Zionism, and whose love of Eretz Yisrael 
had never been garbed in political gar-
ments, preferring instead the language of 
Torah and prayer. Why, then, did he adopt 
the Zionist position, thereby severing him-
self from his family tradition? Because, the 
Rav testified, “I feel that Divine Providence 
ruled like Joseph and against his brothers” 
(‘Five Addresses’ p.36). 
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Dassi Zelig
Hometown: 
Teaneck
Community: 
JLIC Herzliya 

Lessons from our Leaders 
 Upon reading Parshat Korach care-

fully, we see that Korach's rebellion was 
not directed at Moshe, but rather against 
Aharon as Kohen Gadol. We can learn from 
both Aharon and Moshe’s response. Instead 
of reacting with a proactive response to his 
rebellion, Aharon chose to remain silent. 
There are multiple occasions throughout 
the Torah where we see Aharon's profound 
silence. For example, around two months 
ago we read in Parshat Shemini about the 
death of Nadav and Avihu, two of Aharon’s 
sons. The Torah writes “אהרן  and“ ”וידם 
Aharon was silent”. It is evident from this 
response that nothing could be said. Inter-
estingly, Aharon responds similarly in Par-
shat Korach. Aharon once again responds 
with silence. 

The Ramban writes that Aharon chose 
silence because Korach made him doubt if 
he was worthy of being the Kohen Gadol in 
the first place. Aharon was the Kohen Gadol 
only because Hashem commanded him to 
be; not because he felt he was the best for the 
job. However, it was precisely this humility 
that made him better for the position. 

We often associate the middah of humility 

with Moshe Rabbenui. As we read in Par-
shat Behaalotecha “Moshe was exceedingly 
humble”. However, through Aharon's 
silence, his humility can also be seen. 

According to Beit Hillel, we should all 
strive to be like Aharon, to be one of his 
students. Oftentimes when our position or 
character is in question it is difficult for us 
not to become defensive. Aharon Hakohen 
did not only remain silent but rather, he 
continued to end a plague on behalf of Bnei 
Yisrael. Aharon appreciated the impor-
tance of his role because he understood 
that Hashem chose him. His understanding 
along with his humility allowed him to 
reach this level of greatness. 

I’d like to suggest that Moshe’s response 
teaches us a crucial lesson about character 
development. In Shemot, Moshe was shy 
and was fearful of  becoming the spokes-
man for Bnei Yisrael. Hashem’s response 
was to alleviate his fear and assure Moshe 
that he would not be the spokesperson. Per-
haps this is a message we can all internalize. 
When we seek to improve ourselves or give 
advice to others, we don't need to suddenly 
and completely change our character. In 
character development as the גר״א explains 
in אבן שלמה perek א change must occur grad-
ually, we shouldn’t aim for the full 180 all at 
once. Perhaps Moshe would have rejected 
his mission to lead if it had seemed too big. 
Now, many years later Moshe assumes 
the role of a vocal advocate and is the lead 
spokesman for Hashem and Klal Yisrael. 

Orthodox Union Heshe and Harriet Seif
Jewish Learning Initiative on CampusOU-JLIC
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I am currently a student at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem studying Biomedi-
cal Science. 

Growing Together:  
The Kohen’s Role in  
Community Development 

The Midrash calls sefer Vayikra “Torat 
HaKohanim”, the Law of the Kohanim. It is 
the Kohen who brings korbanot and is active 
in the daily functioning of the Mishkan and 
Beit Hamikdash. This all amounts to a com-
mon theme of the Kohen handling activities of 
purification. In Parashat Tazria, however, we 
see that the Kohen is responsible for the entire 
process of tzaraat, starting from the diagnosis 
and declaration of impurity throughout the 
purification process. While the Kohen’s role 
in purification is clear, his role in pointing out 
the impurities in the metzora is peculiar. 

The Ramban, in his commentary on Vay-
ikra 13:2, explains that the Kohen’s role in 
diagnosing the metzora is a preventative mea-
sure aimed at protecting the community from 

harm. Tzaraat is known to be a highly conta-
gious affliction, and the Kohen must diagnose 
it quickly in order to prevent it from spreading 
to others. 

On the other hand, in Masechet Arkhin 
(15b), it states that the Kohen who diagnoses 
tzaraat is actually performing a mitzvah, as 
it says in Vayikra 14:2, “This shall be the law 
-of the metzora on the day of his puri (תורה)
fication”. The Talmud explains that the word 
“torah” in this passuk can also mean “teach-
ing” or “instruction,” and thus the Kohen’s 
role in diagnosing tzaraat is really providing 
instruction to the person on how to improve 
themselves and become pure again. 

The Sfat Emet on this parsha similarly 
suggests that the Kohen’s role in the tzaraat 
process is not merely to identify the problem 
but to offer an opportunity for self-reflection 
and growth. The Kohen helps individuals rec-
ognize their weaknesses and enables them 
to grow and improve. This concept is also 
discussed in Mishna Avot chapter 6, where it 
states that true gratitude is acquired through 
the attribute of “Ohev Et HaTochechot” - 
loving rebuke. This means that individuals 
should not deny their faults but should recog-
nize them as an opportunity for growth and 
development. 

OU-JLIC Orthodox Union Heshe and Harriet Seif  
Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus
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found immediately following these events 
as Elazar HaKohen is instructed to use the 
pans’ metal as an overlay for the Mizbeach. 
The Gemara in Menachos (99a) learns from 
here the concept of “מעלין בקודש ולא מורידין”- 
“We must only increase in holiness, but we 
cannot decrease”, specifically that since 
these pans were meant to be used in ser-
vice of Hashem on the Mizbeach, they now 
were to be elevated in status to be part of 
the Mizbeach itself. 

We can see that Kedusha of even an 
object is intrinsically not stagnant, rather 
it’s something that can be further devel-
oped. Particularly with the Jewish people, 
we must not understand our Kedusha as a 
given, but rather as our potential- and that 
is precisely what Korach got wrong. When 
Hashem tells us multiple times that we are 
Kodesh, that is our divine expectation and 
something we must always be working 
towards, rather than an automatic charac-
teristic. Therefore, it is crucial to realize that 
there is no middle ground for us; If we are 
not actively ascending and striving to attain 
Kedusha, then we are in fact descending.

Menashe Lopez
11th Grade,  
Chashmonaim
A Balance

The parasha talks about the rebellion of 
Korach and his followers.

 Korach and his followers based 

Yehuda Bessner
Jerusalem  
Chapter Director 
Kedusha- Our 
Divine Potential

In this week’s Parsha, the story of Korach 
and his followers includes lessons not only 
on debate, dialogue, and leadership but on 
themes such as Kedusha as well. 

This can be seen when Moshe is faced 
with the dilemma of Korach’s disaccord 
with the nation’s leadership, and their 
claim that the current situation is unfair 
since really “everyone is holy”- ״כי כל העדה 

 On the surface .(Bamidbar 16:3) כלם קדשׁים״
this assertion seems logical, as to have peo-
ple ranking above others in such a society 
appears to be antithetical. Nevertheless, 
this entire theory begins to unravel when 
Moshe presents the resolution of coming to 
the Mishkan with pans of coal and incense 
and letting Hashem decide if He accepts 
their offerings along with their preposition. 

Famously, after the group comes to 
the Mishkan with pans in hand, Hashem 
opens the ground up and it swallows him 
and his family whole. This begs us to ask 
the question as to what exactly the specific 
issue of their complaint was. Perhaps it’s 
that their request was inspired by egoism, 
and their wrong intentions is where they 
faltered, however that doesn’t directly 
negate Korach’s claim. Thus, I believe an 
explanation for these consequences can be 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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themselves on ego, which led to the punish-
ment of the earth swallowing all of Korach’s 
followers along with all of their possessions. 
This is the gravity of how Hashem didn’t 
want anything to do with such negative 
traits such as ego or even hate and pride. 

Love is blind. Hate and any principle that 
begins to shade the intellect with emotion is 
a litmus test of human nature which proves 
that the great divide bordered more on ego 
than on principle.

This is the extent of basing oneself on 
weak principles that “shade intellect with 
emotion” which can be applied to our situ-
ation nowadays.

It’s an everyday battle against our neg-
ative and positive traits which we have to 
strive to find a balance between. To always 
be working on improving the negative and 
embracing the positive in order to make 
sure that the negative doesn’t take effect on 
those around us. 

So let’s take the opportunity to strive for 
emotional and logical balance within our-
selves and within our lives.

Towards Hashem,  friends, and family. 
To be better than those who acted sinfully 

in Korachs rebellion.
To base our principals, morals and values 

on Hashem’s, in our every waking moment. 
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One person’s trash is another 
person’s treasure… 

We buy old sifrei kodesh, judaica  
gold, silver, coins, collectables, 
banknotes, antiques and more… 
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NOW AVAILABLE AS A DISCUSSANT 
- IN PERSON OR BY ZOOM

DAVID
BEDEIN

058-722-2661
FOR MORE INFO • WHATSAPP: DBedein@IsraelBehindTheNews.com

IsraelBehindTheNews.com
UNRWA-Monitor.com
cfnepr.com

DISCUSSION
TOPICS

ISRAEL & UNRWA 

HOW TO PRESENT
ISRAEL TO THE MEDIA

Insights from 36 years of investigative
journalism

How to resettle Arabs confined to
"temporary" refugee camps since 1948

How to foster education for peace
How to win the war

DAVID BEDEIN, 
DIRECTOR &
INVESTIGATIVE
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Author:
• FIFTY ENCOUNTERS IN FIFTY YEARS (coming soon)
• UNRWA: ROADBLOCK TO PEACE 
• GENESIS OF THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY 

Movie Producer:
• https://www.cfnepr.com/205640/Movies

From abroad call: 972-58-722-2661
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*COND IT IONS  APPLY.  NO  DOUBLE  D ISCOUNTS .  SELECTED ITEMS ONLY.  VAL ID  ONLY  ON 2 1-22 . 6

BNEI BRAK
ERLOY HALL
MAHARSHAL 12
12:00-22:00

TEL AVIV
HAZORFIM OUTLET
KIBUTZ GALUYOT 75
10:00-19:00

JERUSALEM
BEIT TOVEI HA'IR
MALCHEI ISRAEL 36
12:00-22:00

ONLINE AND IN POP UP STORES

T H E  H A Z O R F I M  A N N U A L

SALE
HUGE

June 21-
June 22UP TO 45% OFF
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