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Rosh Chodesh Sivan is on Sunday May 21

(s Kiddush Levana
u Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad 4 Sivan/Tues. night May 23

7 Days After Molad 8 Sivan/ Sat. night May 27
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until 15 Sivan/ Sat. night June 3 until 9:52 pm
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CANDLE LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES
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7:08 6:05
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Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim | 8:13 C;?Slis ga(r)lzg Hg‘:iza
Aza area (Netivot, Sderot, Et al) 8:15 7:17 6:11 8:20
Beit Shemesh / RBS 8:14 7:19 6:09 8:19
Gush Etzion 8:13 7:16 6:09 8:18
Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K.Saba ' 8:16  7:18  6:11 8:21
Modi’in / Chashmona’im 8:14 7:17 6:10 8:19
Netanya 8:16 7:18 6:11 8:21
Be’er Sheva 8:14 7:16 6:09 8:19
Rehovot 8:15 7:17 6:10 8:20
Petach Tikva 8:15 7.01 6:10 8:21
Ginot Shomron 8:12 7:17 6:10 8:20
Haifa / Zichron 8:17 7:09 6:11 8:22
Gush Shiloh 8:14 7:16 6:09 8:19
Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel 8:16 7:18 6:11 8:21
Giv'at Ze'ev 8:14 7:220 6:09 8:19
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 8:13 7:15 6:09 8:18
Ashkelon 8:16 7:18 6:11 821
Yad Binyamin 8:15 7:17 6:10 8:20
Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden 8:15 7:13 6:09 8:21
Golan 8:14 7:16 6:09 8:19

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 8:50PM e next week - 8:54pm

Times According to MyZmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities,
40 min. in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva, 30 min. in Tzfat/Haifa)
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When you ask the average

’ visitor what sites they've
¢ seen in Israel, they’ll likely
reference a list that includes
the Kotel, Masada, Ir David,
Kever Rachel and perhaps even Mearat
HaMachpela. Local Israelis will likely
echo these sites and add their hometowns,
areas they were stationed during their
national service, and national hiking trails.
Although these sites tell a story of our
national history, I find there is something
lacking in the breadth of experiences peo-
ple have in Israel. 2
Simply walking through
the streets of Eretz Yis-
rael can provide us with
unique  experiences.
Whether it be experi-
encing the culture of the
area, noticing the reli-
gious practices of the
community, or the spices
which hint to the origins
of the residents. While
many of us might feel
acquainted with neigh-
borhoods Yerushalayim,
Bnei Brak, Tel Aviv-Yafo,
Be’er Sheva, Netanya and Rishon LeZion,
there is so much more we can uncover -
especially from areas that serve as home

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN

Executive Director, OU Israel

OU EVP Rabbi Dr. Josh Joseph with kids
in our Kiryat Gat Youth Center
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to low-income families.

I'have been zoche to spend time in neigh-
borhoods like Dimona’s Yosef Tal, Sderot’s
Nir Am, Ofakim’s Mishor Hagefen, and
Kiryat Gat’s Shechunat HaTmarim. Many
of these areas are home to families who
originate from countries in the Middle East
and made aliyah over 60 years ago. These
neighborhoods, which are off the beaten
track, are often associated with low socio-
economic populations that typically suffer
from a cycle of poverty.

It is in these very areas that I encounter
people who embody what
hakarat hatov means.
Despite hardships, fam-
ilies in these areas raise
their children with tre-
mendous gratitude for
what they have - from the
clothing they are given,
to the education they are
provided, to the privilege
to call this Holy Land
home.

I look for opportuni-
ties to bring visitors to
these cities for two rea-
sons - first they see a side
of Israel that is most likely unfamiliar to
them. They also are given the opportunity
to see OU Israel’s Jack E. Gindi Oraita Youth
Centers in action.

The Jack E. Gindi Oraita Program inspires
youth in Israel’s periphery to become the



next generation of young leaders. With pro-
grams geared toward Israeli pre-teens and
teens from 6th grade through high school
and beyond. The club supports youth who
are exposed to street culture. It provides
them with a safe place and a stepping stone
towards independent living. Oraita clubs
are run by counselors who are mentors and
role models. For many participants, Oraita
is the only place they can turn to for emo-
tional support and guidance through the
transition into adulthood. They help youth
construct a positive self-identity, create and
improve various life-skills, enabling their
participation in Israeli society and ensur-
ing their upward socio-economic mobility.

Teens who have experienced this pro-
gram are given the tools to break the cycles
of poverty in their communities, hone skill
sets that can help them gain financial sta-
bility, regain their footing in school and
embark on healthier journeys that posi-
tion them to contribute to the needs of their
families and broader citizens of the State
of Israel.

The past few weeks have been fraught
with worry for the welfare of Am Yisrael

INIW' OU

The OU Israel family
extends deepfelt condolences to
Mrs. Chana Greenblatt and family
on the passing of her husband

Rabbi Matis Greenblatt z”’1

literary editor emeritus
and founding editor of Jewish Action
DYIYIPI JIN MDIAN INY T2 DONNX DN DIPNN
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living in Eretz Yisrael. By the time you read
this week’s Torah Tidbits I hope our beau-
tiful Homeland is at peace. It was during
the last few weeks that I was reminded
how impactful encounters with these com-
munities can be. As missiles fell around
the country, I was bombarded with mes-
sages from people who joined me on visits
to these neighborhoods, asking about the
welfare of the families they met.

“Avi, how is Moshe and his family doing?”

“Avi, ’'m calling to find out how Ma’ayan is
doing with the rockets... Please tell me she’s
okay and send her our love.”

“Avi, my Tzeva Adom app keeps alerting
me to rockets in Sderot. Is the Cohen family
doing alright? Anything we can do to help?”

One person texted me saying that with
the rockets hitting the South of Israel,
they changed their phone’s background
to a photo they took in Dimona during
one of our visits, as a reminder of who it
is he must daven for. He told me he would
only change his background once the war
ceases.

Times of tragedy and fear unify Am
Yisrael regardless of political, religious
or socioeconomic differences. I have no
doubt that the tefillot of Klal Yisrael from
around the world have protected us from

the thousands of missiles that have been
aimed at our brethren. We must not for-
get to show hakarat hatov to HaKadosh
Baruch Hu for our safety, the Kipat Barzel
(Iron Dome) for its protection and to our
brave soldiers for remaining vigilant in
safeguarding our home.

On the theme of HaKarat HaTov, I know
I'will have a lot to say in next week’s Torah
Tidbits following our Yom Yerushalayim
Tefila Chagigit taking place on the Tayelet
on erev Shabbat. In advance, I thank all
those who plan to join the event, lending
your voices to making our tefila complete.
May we continue to unite with one another
and feel the presence of HaShem.

If you would like to join OU Israel on one
of our trips to see communities around
the country and find ways to support
the needs of those in need, please be in
touch. You can also find a schedule of OU
Israel’s upcoming tiyulim on our website
Www.ouisrael.org.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspir-
ing Shabbat,

yr

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

MNYI MY
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Baer »1
on his fifteenth yahrzeit - 2 Iyar
and
Rebbetzin Hannah Baer n

on her second yahrzeit - 29 Iyar
TYO NN ONPTY

May the Torah learning this week
be in loving memory of our mother

Ann Silverberg a”’h
N7y ©N NA NN
on her 21st Yartzheit - 25 Iyar

Mother, grandmother, great-grandmother
Malka & Avraham Shrybman and family
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Real E
German Colony, Yair St. a 180 sq.m
semidetached cottage with 30 sq.m priva
garden & parking. Needs renovation.
option for a separate unit of

Old Katamon, Palmach St. 2 apt for sale in
anew Tama building ready in 6 month:
Aone beds 50 sqm ground floor

Athree beds + sukkah at

Rechavia, KKL St. exclusive complex, 2 bed |
apt. Including indoor pool, and 24 hr
security. Parking and storage.

Old Katamon, Palmach St. Atwo

75 sqm. Bright and quiet. 3 exposures,
3 small balconies. Parking in building.
Needs renovations.

Ramat Beit Hakerem, Talma St. 80sgm |
apt. 2 beds + 2 baths. Master suite, Sukkah §
balcony, elevator, private storage,

A winnin
community!

The best beaches, new restaurants
and close to shuls, shopping and the
Marina. Attractive prices - no wonder
so many Anglos have already bought!

0OPPOSITE THE
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

Lenny Davidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congresses &
Tours in Israecl

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LPevents.com

o54-557-3101
Lenny@LDEvents.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE and FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST for OLDER ADULTS

« Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
« Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
« Increase Strength! Stay Independent!

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704 | www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

Keren Malki empowers
families of children
with special needs in |
Israel to choose home
care. Donations are
tax-approved in lIsrael, |

US and UK.

Honoring the memory of
Malka Chana Roth 1"
1985-2001, killed in the
Sbarro bombing.

KEREN MALKI

- @ kerenmalki.org
~ ®02-567-0602

30+ styles - all sizes
for women & girls }

o
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MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear Marci Rapp

050-424-8359
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)
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FROM THE DESK OF

RABBI MOSHE HAUER

More Than
Turning a Page

Another spring season, another round of
hostilities and missile storms unsettling the
lives of millions of our brothers and sisters
in Israel.

The Talmud notes that there are two
sections in the Torah known as tochacha,
each containing a litany of dire warnings.
Both are read at significant points in the
calendar, one — Parshas Ki Savo - shortly
before Rosh Hashana, and the other — Par-
shas Bechukosai - shortly before Shavuos.
The placement in the calendar implies the
hope - expressed beautifully in the Talmud
- that mma71 mw 700 mmY7p mw 090, may
the old year end with its curses and the new
year begin with its blessings. The Talmud
itself notes how Rosh Hashana is obviously
a new year, while Shavuos serves more
modestly as the new year for trees.

Beyond the trees, Shavuos has a fun-
damental similarity to Rosh Hashana.
The task of the high holiday season is
Teshuva, which has as a central compo-
nent kabbalah al ha’asid, a commitment
to fulfill G-d’s will more completely in the
future. Shavuos similarly commemorates

MOY NNIDA

MIN 12 PIHON 2Y
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ORTHODOX
] UNION -
Entancing Jewish Lite

OU Executive Vice President

the moment when the Jewish people made
the ultimate kabbalah al ha’asid, undertak-
ing to fulfill all of Hashem’s commandments
by accepting the Torah.

This common theme of Rosh Hashana
and Shavuos highlights the critical ingredi-
ent in producing a genuine turning point.
A new year is not just about turning a page
in the calendar. That would certainly not
be meaningful enough to allow us to end
and move on from the difficult chapter of
the preceding year. Renewal — a truly new
and different year - comes with reflection,
commitment, and change that can be stim-
ulated by even the virtual experience of
reading of the difficulties chronicled in
the Torah. We can likewise use the voice
of current events, of real life, as a contrib-
uting factor to such reflection and to true
commitment and change.

As we move towards Shavuos with all
the difficult experiences of this past year,
month, and week, let us take a chance to
reflect and to commit, to do bet-
ter and to be better, to
identify the gems and
the perspective that
these challenges have
granted us — whether
in our personal, familial, or
communal lives — and truly turn a
page, thus closing a chapter of
great difficulty and gaining a new
blessing for a new year. m



’90s
REUNION

Yeshiva University
Classes of 1995 -1999

Reconnect with friends and classmates, share treasured memories
and learn about the bright future of the University you hold dear.

Sunday, June 11, 2023

WILF CAMPUS, NEW YORK | 12:00 - 3:00 PM (EDT)
JERUSALEM CAMPUS | 18:00 - 21:00 (IST)

Guest Speaker (Remote) Featured Speaker Music by BODI
Rabbi Efrem Goldberg "97YC Rabbi Ari Berman Shmuel Bodenheimer '97YC

RISEUP Register now at yu.edu/1995-1999

The Campaign for 613
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Tovei Ha'ir Residence

Come and enjoy yow;
GoldenYears in the
Cityof Gold!

Are you looking for a warm and welcoming English-
speaking retirement community in the heart of Jerusalem?

Beit Tovei Ha'ir offers a superb quality of life for religious seniors,
with Mehadrin food and facilities, daily shiurim, social events,
and in-house medical care.

B & 720 W H B ©

Choice of Delicious  70% English Beit Swimming Rich Medical
private Mehadrin speakers  Midrash & pool, gym cultural care &

apartments meals Shiurim and spa program security
24/7

* Special offer until Shavuot

Free lunches for the first year!

For more information please call
® Binyamin Margo 054-4465276 | *6422 | www. tovei.co.il

Tovei Ha'ir - Jerusalem's Premier Retirement Community
36 Malchei Yisrael St., Jerusalem
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Eiferman Propertie .
www.elfermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES

OLD KATAMON

New 160 sgm, 4 bdrms, garden, storage, parking,
close to Shteblach. Occupancy - 1.5 years.
SHAAREI CHESSED / RECHAVIA
*Beautiful 3 bdrm apt + 50 sqm succah balcony,
shabbat elevator, parking and view.
*Renovated 4 bdrms, terrace, private parking
*New 228 sgm duplex penthouse, 30 sgm succah
balcony, shabbat elevator, parking and a view.
TALBIEH—all on private land

*Renovated 3 bdrms, 130 sqm, succah, elevator,
storage room, parking!

*Magnificent 250 sgm + 200 sgm garden.
BAKA

Spacious 2 bdrms, 85 sgm, succah, parking.
TALPIOT

4 rms, balcony, elevator, machsan, parking, view.
NACHLAOT

2 rms, priv entr, storage room, NIS 2,350,000
HAR NOF

*Central! 120 sgm + rental unit, lovely patio!
RECHAVIA RENTAL

Renovated, 3 bdrms, fully furnished, immediate.

FOR MANY MORE PROPERTIES:
02-651-4030
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i»‘-;lif?t *  THE FURNITURE DOCTOR

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AND REPAIRS SINCE 1898

125th YEAR ANNIVERSARY
YOM YERUSHALYIM PROMOTION
10% DISCOUNT ON ALL WOOD FURNITURE
REPAIRS FOR JERUSALEM RESIDENTS*

Wishing all of our past, present & future customers a Happy
Yom Yerushalyim

*Valid May 19-24, 2023

Khkkkkkkkkkkkkkk RESTORE YOU R FU RN ITU RE To H EALTH kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il
Phone: 02-999-2418 WhatsApp: 058 787 3755
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BAMIDBAR

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY

7
. Rabbi Reuven
. Tradburks

J: Director of
W RCA Israel Region

"‘ 1st aliya (Bamidbar 1:1-19) On

Rosh Chodesh Iyar of the sec-
ond year since leaving Egypt,
Moshe and Aharon are to take a census of
all men over the age of 20. The leaders of
each tribe are to assist. These leaders are
named. Moshe, Aharon and the leaders
gather the people who establish to which
tribe each person belongs.

Sefer Bamidbar is the march to the Land
of Israel. The Promise of the Land was
made to Avraham. And Yitzchak. And Yaa-
kov. And to Moshe at the burning bush.
Moshe was told at the burning bush that
G-d would take the people out of Egypt
because of the promise He made. To give
them the Land of Israel. That has been the
goal from the time of Avraham.

Now we know that it is going to take 40
years to get there. But we need to read the
Torah trying hard to stay in real time as the
story unfolds. And as the story is unfolding,

"~

Mazal Tov from the TT family to
Naomi Liberman and her family

on the occasion of her

j102ndIBinthday!
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we are marching to the Land, maybe a
month away.

Bamidbar is the dawn of the march to the
Land. But the march itself, the imminent
establishment of a Jewish nation in the
Land, well, sometimes the dream is easier
than the reality. What type of society? Can
we truly conquer the Land? What are we
to encounter there? Uncertainty. Concern.
Skepticism.

The census of the people addresses these
unspoken concerns. It conveys a crucial
message.

You are to settle the Land. But Jewish
society in the Jewish nation is not merely
a political enterprise. It is overlaid with an
intimate connection to Me. I, G-d says, will
dwell in Your midst. Settling the Land is to
live near Me, proximate to Me. The cen-
sus and description of travel is this very
message: you are a great nation with the
Shechina as its center.

"/‘ 2nd aliya (1:20-54) The census,

'/k\o‘ by tribe, of all men over the age

' of 20, the age of army service is
presented. The tribe of Reuven: 46,500. Shi-
mon: 59,300. Gad: 46,500. Yehuda: 74,600.
Yissachar: 54,400. Zevulun: 57,400.
Ephraim: 40,500. Menashe: 32,200. Bin-
yamin: 35,400. Dan: 62,700. Asher: 41,500.
Naftali: 53,400. The total of this census done
by Moshe and Aharon and the 12 leaders of
the tribes was 603,550. However, the tribe
of Levi is not included. They are to safe-
guard the Mishkan: camping around the
Mishkan, transporting it, dismantling and
assembling it. The tribes camp in distinct
groups, while the Leviim encamp around
the Mishkan.

This is the accountants parsha. Lots of



numbers. While there were 12 sons of Yaa-
kov, Levi is not a part of this census. That
leaves 11 tribes. There is no tribe of Yosef;
his 2 sons, Ephraim and Menashe take their
place alongside their uncles as full tribes.
Hence, 12 tribes even without Levi.

While this book is called Bamidbar, in the
desert, in English it is called Numbers. Apt.
Somewhat. But I like the Talmud’s appella-
tion: Pekudim. Pekudim can have a double
meaning: numbers. Or function, task. As
in modern Hebrew, Pakid, the person with
the designated job. The count and the num-
bers is preparation for the armed march
into Israel. All have a role to play.

But the accountants will notice that the
tribes vary significantly in size. They all
started out at the same time, sons of Yaakov.
This is a hint at the prominent theme of dif-
ferences. The tribes are different in name.
In size. Later we will see, in encampment.
While marching to the same destination,
the Jewish people will always enjoy varia-
tion. Managing the variation is one of the
themes of this book.

’;g 3rd aliya (2:1-34) The tribes
R . are to camp in a designated
%

manner. For each of the tribes
the name of their Nasi, the number of their
tribe and the place in the formation is
given. On the east side, the front, is Yehuda,
Yissachar and Zevulun. Their combined
number is 186,400. On the south side is
Reuven, Shimon and Gad. Their combined
number is 151,450. The Ohel Moed, sur-
rounded by Levi, both camps and travels in
the middle. On the west side is Ephraim,
Menashe and Binyamin. Their combined
number is 108,100. On the north side is
Dan, Asher and Naftali. Their combined
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number is 157,600. The total count of the
army age men is 603,550 without the tribe
of Levi.

The people travel and camp with the
Mishkan in their midst. Physically and
metaphorically. We travel our history with
G-d in our midst. While the distinct feel-
ing you get in the detailed description of
where each tribe encamped is the feeling
of an army encampment, there is another
layer of meaning. Yes, regimented. Specific.
Detailed. Organized. But an army for which
purpose? To fight the anticipated foes in
the Land of Israel? Or to be the army of
Hashem? A fighting army with its G-d in
its midst? Or both?

R 4th aliya (3:1-13) Aharon’s
LA

i\0‘ sons’ names were Nadav,

Avihu, Elazar and Itamar.
Nadav and Avihu died without children.
Elazar and Itamar serve as Kohanim with
Aharon. Take the Leviim: they are to serve
Aharon. The Leviim are responsible for the
Mishkan: to support the Kohanim and the
people, to facilitate the running of the Mish-
kan. The Leviim shall take the place of the
first-born, who became obligated to me
when saved in Egypt.

There are 2 groups mentioned here:
Kohanim and Leviim. The lineage of the
Kohanim is given. It just doesn’t take much
room. Because Aharon is a Kohen and his
sons. But he only has 2. So the entire lin-
eage of the Kohanim is 3 people. The Leviim,
on the other hand, are an entire tribe,

Every person who was not born in Israel
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate
his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually!
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS!
The NEAMANS
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descendants of Levi, son of Yaakov. Their
lineage, at quite some length, is given in the
next aliya.

'}Q 5th aliya (3:14-39) Count the

K" tribe of Levi by households,

: from 1 month and older: the
households of Gershon, Kehat and Merari,
the sons of Levi. The sons of Gershon, Kehat
and Merari are listed. Gershon’s family,
from a month and above, is 7,500. They
camp to the west of the Mishkan. Their task
was to transport and be responsible for the
curtains and coverings. Kehat numbered
8,600, camping to the south. They were
responsible for the vessels: Aron, Menorah,
Table, altars. Merari numbered 6,200,
camping to the north. Responsible for the
structure of the Mishkan; the walls, sup-
ports and beams. The total of the tribe of
Levi is 22,000. On the front side, the east of
the Mishkan, Moshe and Aharon and fam-
ilies camped.

The encampment around the Mishkan
had 2 layers. The Leviim were in close, on
3 of the 4 sides of the Mishkan. The 4th side,
the leading side, had Moshe and Aharon.
The entire 12 tribes were farther removed
on all 4 sides.

The 3 sons of Levi were family groups;
Gershon, Kehat and Merari. They had full
responsibility for the Mishkan. Their tasks
fell in categories. Gershon; textiles. Kehat;
furniture. Merari; building. Gershon took
care of the curtains and coverings. Kehat,
the important main vessels of the Mishkan.
And Merari the structure of the building.

'}‘ 6th aliya (3:40-51) Count all the

K" firstborn of the age of a month

: and above. The Leviim are to
replace the firstborn. There were 273 more



firstborn than Leviim; these were
redeemed.

The previous aliya, continuing here,
assumes that the firstborn will be dedi-
cated public servants because they were
spared in the plague of the firstborn. This
is a theme of reciprocity: God says, I saved
you, you serve Me. The showering of good
upon us demands reciprocity — we become
indebted to G-d. The notion that the first-
born shall be the public servants has great
appeal; every home becomes infused with
public service by virtue of the firstborn
dedicated to holy work. But, as appealing as
that is, it is not implemented. The firstborn
are switched off for the Leviim. Perhaps
because it would be an inequitable burden.
The poor families rely on their firstborn to
work, to be the first to contribute to the
family wellbeing. The replacement of the
firstborn by the Leviim may be recognition
of the inequity that would inevitably result
in requiring the firstborn of every family to
leave their home for public service.

’}Q 7th aliya (4:1-20) Take from

K" Kehat all men from the age of

: 30 to 50 to do their work of the
holy of holies. But since Kehat was to carry
the vessels of the Mishkan, Aharon and his
sons covered each vessel, to prevent Kehat
from touching them. The Aron was covered
by: the parochet (curtain), then leather,
then techelet covering. The shulchan: tech-
elet, then the extra utensils, then red, then
the tachash skin. Menorah: techelet, then
tachash. Incense altar: techelet, then
tachash. Outer altar: purple, then tachash.
In this way, calamity will not befall Kehat
in transporting the holy things.

There are 3 different age surveys. The
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tribes are surveyed to count all males above
20. For army service. The Leviim were sur-
veyed to count all males above 1 month. For
they assume Levi status pretty much from
birth. And here, the Leviim who will actu-
ally do public service are those from age
30-50. Though their service in our parsha
is to transport the Mishkan, their service
in the Temple will be as musicians. Later
the Torah will say the Leviim begin pub-
lic service at age 25. The Talmud resolves
this: it takes 5 years of training, from 25-30.
Then they can play the music in the Tem-
ple or sing. 5 years of musical training; the
music of the Temple must have been quite
sophisticated. m

HAFTORAH
1 SHMUEL 20: 18-42

Today’s haftarah is read on a Shabbat
that is immediately followed by Rosh Cho-
desh. Indeed, the reading opens with the
words, “Yonatan said, ‘Tomorrow is the
[first of the] new month.”

The story is one of loyalty and devo-
tion. David and Yonatan are dear friends.

A SHORT VORT

Yonatan’s father, King Shaul, despises
David, fearing that he will depose him from
the throne. Sensing danger, Yonatan told
David to hide in the field rather than attend
Shaul’s Rosh Chodesh feast. Yonatan then
attended the feast and gauged the king’s
mood. Realizing that Shaul was deter-
mined to kill David, Jonathan went out to
the field, shot three arrows and called to
his assistant, “The arrow is beyond you,”
a predetermined signal to his friend that it
was not safe to return to the king’s palace.

Before parting, the two friends kissed
and wept, and swore to maintain their
mutual affection for generations to come. m

34th sedra of 54; first of 10 in Bamidbar
Written on 263 lines, ranks 3rd

30 parshiyot; 23 open, 7 closed, 4th
159 p'sukim - rank 3 (3rd in Bamidbar)
1823 words - rank 13 (4th in Bamidbar)
7393 letters - rank 9 (3rd in Bamidbar)

O e

None of Taryag in Bamidbar - it is the largest of
the 17 sedras without mitzvot

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES

Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

(T:2)... 12121 NLN
“The tribe of Zevulun...” (2:9)

Each tribe is mentioned together with its population and the name of its prince.
Yet, by all other tribes, the Torah begins, “AND as for the tribe of ...... Why, specifically by Zevulun, is there
an exception to this rule? Why by the tribe of Zevulun does the text omit the letter “Vav” and simply begin

“The tribe of Zevulun..”?

The Baal Haturim (Rabbi Yaakov Ben Asher 1269-1343) answers that the tribe of Zevulun was known as
businessmen who supported the tribe of Yissachar in their pursuit of Torah study. The Torah seems to be
emphasizing that the tribe of Zevulun were not considered secondary to Yissachar. Rather, by omitting the
letter “Vav”, we are being taught that Zevulun were an independent entity within Israel and not dependent
upon their connection or relationship to any other tribe. Shabbat Shalom
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Who Moves
First?

On Rosh Chodesh Sivan, the Israelites
arrive at the Wilderness of Sinai, as the
stage is set for Revelation, the event that
will launch the Jewish Nation’s mission to
the world.

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel

Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath
Torah, Englewood NJ

including the Ibn Ezra and the Bechor Shor,
maintain that the order of events in the text
is not to be understood as first appears.
These scholars argue that the phrase “and
HaShem called to him from the moun-
tain” actually informs us that HaShem had
already called to Moshe before he ascended.
Absent that divine summons, Moshe “would
never have ascended without permission.”?
The Ramban emphati-

The Torah testifies that
on the next day, the second

Even Moshe,

cally disagrees. Mirroring
a timetable postulated by
Rabbi Akiva centuries ear-

day of Sivan...

“Moshe ascended to God,
and HaShem called to him
from the mountain saying:”

How strange! The
text seems to “have it
backwards!”

One would assume that
God’s call to Moshe would
precede this great leader’s
ascent of the mountain.

Why is the order
reversed? Why does the
Torah specifically indicate
that Moshe climbs Mount
Sinai before HaShem com-
mands him to do so?

And, once Moshe ascends
the mountain, why is it still

necessary for God to “call to him?” 1

the Sforno explains,
had to prepare
himself for a
rendezvous with
God. The prevalent
expectation that,
upon entering a
synagogue or
house of study,
spirituality can be
achieved at will

is unreasonable

lier,> this scholar argues
that the cloud of HaShem’s
presence descends upon
Mount Sinai on Rosh Cho-
desh Sivan, simultaneous
with the arrival of the Isra-
elites. The cloud remains
in place throughout the
process of revelation.
Moshe ascends the
mountain on the next day,
but only up to the edge of
the cloud. God then “calls
to Moshe” from the cloud,
delivering a series of pow-
erful messages that follow.®
For his part, Rav Ovadia

Shmot 19:3 Ibn Ezra; Bechor Shor

In the face of these obvious questions,
a number of classical commentators,
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2 Talmud Bavli Yoma 4a-b
3 Ramban Shmot 19:3



Sforno, sees the text as underscoring the
dramatic difference between the actions of
the Israelites and the actions of Moshe upon
their joint arrival at Sinai.

“The Israelites turned their attention to
the business of encampment and its needs,”
the Sforno relates, “and Moshe ascended
and prepared himself for prophecy.” *

While not directly addressing our ques-
tions, the Sforno does seem to view Moshe’s
ascent as self-motivated, without a prior
invitation from HaShem.

The terse description offered by the Sforno
highlights the often-lonely journey of the
communal leader dedicated to the welfare of
his “flock.” While the Israelites busy them-
selves with the shared task of setting up their
camp, Moshe separates himself, and begins
his solitary journey up Mount Sinai.

Also emphasized in the Sforno’s com-
ments is the role that mental preparation
plays in the pursuit of spirituality. Even
Moshe, the Sforno explains, had to prepare
himself for a rendezvous with God. The
prevalent expectation that, upon entering
a synagogue or house of study, spirituality
can be achieved at will is unreasonable.
The quest for spirituality is hard work.

4 Sforno, Shmot 19:3
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Reflecting this truth, the Mishna relates,
“The early generations of pious men would
wait one hour [before prayer, during which
time they would focus their minds] and
then pray, in order to properly direct their
hearts towards their father in heaven.”

A final, global approach to our questions
can be suggested by considering an over-
all pattern in the Torah text. Repeatedly, at
pivotal moments in Moshe’s life, initiative is
taken, with striking results.

To cite a few examples:

Moshe’s birth is heralded by an enigmatic
statement describing his parents (re)union:
Vayeilech ish mi’beit Levi, va’yikach et bat
Levi “And a man went from the House of
Levi and he took a daughter of Levi.

Moshe’s journey to leadership islaunched
when, leaving the safety of Pharaoh’s home,
“...he went out to his brethren and wit-
nessed their burdens...”

Shepherding his father-in-law’s flocks,
Moshe notices the burning bush and deter-
mines, “I will turn aside now to look upon
this great sight...”

God begins to speak to Moshe from the
bush, only after noting “that he (Moshe) had
turned aside to see...”

Descending Mount Sinai with the first set
of stone tablets, Moshe witnesses the Israel-
ites’ worship of the Golden Calf and shatters
the tablets at the foot of the Mountain. The
Talmud maintains that God subsequently
congratulates Moshe for taking this dra-
matic step of his own volition.

Moshe repeatedly steps forward to pray
on behalf of the Israelites when they are

5 Mishna Berachot 5:1
6 Talmud Bavli Shabbat 87a
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threatened by God with punishment.

The last day of Moshe’s life features the
enigmatic phrase Va’yeilech Moshe “And
Moshe went...” without a clearly defined
objective.

Moshe’s life thus comes full circle from
Va'yeilech ish, heralding his birth; to Va'yei-
lech Moshe, foreshadowing his death.

In a life enclosed by the term Va'yeilech,
“and he went,” Moshe rises again and again
to action without being bidden to do so.

Is it any surprise, therefore, that upon
arriving at the foot of Mount Sinai, this great
leader might ascend the mountain without
waiting to be asked?

And, could it be that HaShem deliberately
waits to speak to Moshe-until after Moshe
ascends the mountain of his own accord?

If so, the overall message repeatedly
emerging from the text is clear...

How different would our world be, had
Moshe not exited Pharaoh’s palace to wit-
ness the suffering of his brothers? Where
would we be today, if Moshe had not turned
aside to view the burning bush? Would the
Israelites ever have moved past the sin of
the golden calf, if Moshe had not shattered
the Tablets?

And... would we still be waiting at the foot
of Sinai for the word of God, had Moshe not
ascended the Mountain of his own accord?

Using Moshe’s life as the paradigm, the
Torah conveys an overarching lesson, once
again, as Revelation begins: God waits for
us to take the first step, and then responds to
our initiative. m

Rabbi Goldin is the author of the OU Press
volumes “Unlocking the Torah Text,” and
“Unlocking the Haggada."
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THE PERSON

We were exhausted, burned out. We felt
that we needed a break.

There were just two of us: me and my
study partner, Yisrael. We were both not
quite twenty years old, students in the
post high school program in our yeshiva,
committed to a morning and an afternoon
session of intensive Talmud study from
Sunday to Thursday every week.

Besides our yeshiva program, we were
both enrolled in a local college, taking
advanced secular courses two evenings a
week. The end of the spring college semes-
ter was drawing near. Final exams were
looming, and term papers were soon due.

Also looming was the festival of Shavuot,
which we were expected to spend at the
yeshiva. There, the festival was not all
about feasting. Quite the contrary. We were
to remain awake the entire first night of the
holiday, engaged in Talmud study. After
early morning prayers and a light meal, we
had an opportunity to rest but then spent a
significant portion of the second night and

s Mazal Tov to
2 Cyril & Golda Simkins and family
~ onthe marriage of their grandson

s 5= NP
s 76D
2 @
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BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB

OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

IN THE PARSHA

day of the holiday participating in a rigor-
ous oral examination administered by the
dean of the yeshiva.

So, we felt that our need for a break was
legitimate. But we were at a loss to deter-
mine what would constitute an appropriate
break for two exhausted yeshiva bachurim.

Predictably, we chose an activity which
we would find relatively relaxing but not
compromise the “yeshiva bachur” image
with which we both identified. We decided
to spend a day off, browsing the Jewish
bookstores which then dotted the Lower
East Side of Manhattan where our yeshiva
was located.

It was in one of those bookstores that
we met a man who was to influence us to
this very day. I should say that we did not
actually meet that man but rather were
introduced to his writings. His name was
Rabbi Yosef Lipowitz, of blessed memory.

The nature of the bookstores of long ago
was such that the storekeeper was more
than just a salesperson. In the case of the
bookstore of which I speak, the salesperson
was a woman, a Mrs. Rabinowitz as I recall,
who was familiar with every book on the
vast shelves and an exquisite connoisseur
of her customers and their varied interests.
It is no wonder that soon after we entered
the store, she approached us with a small
volume in her hand, a warm smile, and this
greeting: “Have I got a book for you!”

Keep in mind, dear reader, that during



the approaching festival of Shavuot, a bib-
lical textis read in the synagogue, and itis a
text that resembles a delightful short story
much more than a somber religious trea-
tise. I refer, of course, to the Book of Ruth.

The book that Mrs. Rabinowitz held
before us, in Hebrew, was a commentary on
the Book of Ruth entitled Nachlas Yosef, by
Rabbi Yosef Lipowitz. A superficial perusal
of the opening paragraphs of the book was
“like cool water upon an exhausted soul.”
It combined profound erudition and sound
guidance with soothing poetry. Both Yis-
rael and I were immediately taken by the
book and its author. Right then and there,
I vowed to find out more about the author
and his writings and use them as a well-
spring from which to fetch “cool water”
whenever my soul felt exhausted.

Permit me to recommend an adaptation
of this commentary on Ruth by Rabbi Aaron
Lopiansky, entitled Seed of Redemption, and
Rabbi Hillel Goldberg’s Between Berlin and
Slobodka: Jewish Transitional Figures from
Eastern Europe, which contains an excel-
lent biography of Rabbi Lipowitz.

In order to exemplify Rabbi Lipowitz’
ability to assist exhausted souls to refresh
themselves, allow me to share with you
a sample of his reflections on this week's
Torah portion, Bamidbar (Numbers
1:1-4:20).

Bamidbar, Hebrew for “in the desert,”
is not just the title of this week's parsha. It
is the title of the entire Book of Numbers,
the Chumash Bamidbar. The setting of the
entire narrative that we will be reading
for the next many weeks is the midbar, the
desert.

The desert, of course, is a dry, barren,
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sandy region, naturally incapable of sup-
porting almost any plant or animal life.
What a fitting symbol for the story we will
begin to read this Shabbat. And what an apt
metaphor for an exhausted soul.

In his book, Rabbi Lipowitz proceeds to
forcefully demonstrate that it is precisely
the desert that is most receptive to bene-
ficial influence. He quotes the beautiful
phrase in King Solomon's Song of Songs
which reads: “Who is this rising from the
wilderness like plumes of smoke, per-
fumed with myrrh and frankincense more
fragrant than all the merchant’s powders?”
(Song of Songs 3:6), upon which the Mid-
rash comments, “All lofty matters rise from
the desert. Torah rises from the desert. The
Tabernacle rose from the desert. Sanhedrin
rose from the desert. Prophecy rose from
the desert.” Later rabbinic sources add that
Moses, too, rose from the desert where he
tended to Yitro’s flocks.

Consistent with the approaching holiday
of Shavuot commemorating Matan Torah,
the Almighty’s greatest gift to His people, is
the startling fact that it was the arid envi-
ronment of the desert that He chose as the
site for His great gift.

Rabbi Lipowitz draws upon a fascinating
Midrashic parable to drive home his point.
It reads, “Where was the Lord finally wel-
comed with praise? In the desert! Thus,
we read, ‘If only I were granted a wayfar-
er’s lodging in the desert...” (Jeremiah 9:1).
Imagine a nobleman entering a province
that is thriving and attempting to become
its king. The inhabitants would reject him.
Imagine that he enters another thriving
province attempting the same. Its inhabi-
tants would also reject him. Then, suppose

24 TORAH TIDBITS 1516 / BAMIDBAR

he enters a third province, one that is des-
titute and in ruins. They would accept him
with open hands in the hope that he could
benefit them. The nobleman would then
proclaim this as the best of all provinces.
Here I can build myself a palace in which
to dwell.” (Bamidbar Rabba, 1:2)

Rabbi Lipowitz finds in this, and other
sources, a lesson about human nature. Peo-
ple who are complacent, self-satisfied, and
comfortable with themselves are rarely
open to input from others. They have what
they need. Why should they bother to open
themselves to the Divine? On the other
hand, those who are weary and anxious
are open to input from the Lord. Indeed,
they search for Him.

Teachings such as these abound in all the
available writings of Rabbi Lipowitz. They
help us understand so much about our tra-
dition. They are especially helpful to those
of us who feel spiritually exhausted.

His teachings were especially helpful to
two young students who, many decades
ago, were introduced to them. Back then,
they encouraged us to see our anxieties as
prods to draw upon inner resources, inner
“waters” to quench our thirst. They helped
us not to merely cope with the challenges
we faced, but to relish them as motivators.
Moreover, they allowed us to enjoy the fes-
tival of that Shavuot in the yeshiva so long
ago. And above all, these teachings, and
those of similarly gifted and inspired men-
tors, persist in guiding us to this very day.
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The Sound
of Silence

Bamidbar is usually read on the Shabbat
before Shavuot. So the Sages connected the
two. Shavuot is the time of the giving of
the Torah. Bamibar means, “in the desert”.
What then is the connection between the
desert and the Torah, the wilderness and
God’s word?

The Sages gave several interpretations.
According to the Mechilta, the Torah was
given publicly, openly, and in a place no
one owns because had it been given in the
Land of Israel, Jews would have said to the
nations of the world, “You have no share
in it.” Instead, whoever wants to come and
accept it, let them come and accept it.!

1 Mechilta, Yitro, Bachodesh, 1.
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Another explanation: Had the Torah been
given in Israel the nations of the world
would have had an excuse for not accepting
it. This follows the rabbinic tradition that,
before God gave the Torah to the Israelites,
He offered it to all the other nations and
each found a reason to decline.?

Yet another: Just as the wilderness is free
— it costs nothing to enter — so the Torah is
free. It is God’s gift to us.

But there is another, more spiritual rea-
son. The desert is a place of silence. There
is nothing visually to distract you, and there
is no ambient noise to muffle sound. To be
sure, when the Israelites received the Torah,
there was thunder and lightning and the
sound of a shofar. The earth felt as if it were
shaking at its foundations. But in a later age,
when the Prophet Elijah stood at the same
mountain after his confrontation with the

2 Ibid., 5.
3 Ibid
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prophets of Baal, he encountered God not in
the whirlwind or the fire or the earthquake
but in the kol demamah dakah, the still,
small voice, literally “the sound of a slender
silence” (1 Kings 19:9-12).” I define this as the
sound you can only hear if you are listening.
In the silence of the midbar, the desert, you
can hear the Medaber, the Speaker, and the
medubar, that which is spoken. To hear the
voice of God you need a listening silence in
the soul.

Many years ago British television pro-
duced a documentary series, The Long
Search, on the world’s great religions.*
When it came to Judaism, the presenter
Ronald Eyre seemed surprised by its bloom-
ing, buzzing confusion, especially the loud,
argumentative voices in the beit midrash,
the house of study. Remarking on this to

4 BBC television, first shown 1977.
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Elie Wiesel, he asked, “Is there such a thing
as a silence in Judaism?” Wiesel replied:
“Judaism is full of silences ... but we don’t
talk about them.”

Judaism is a very verbal culture, a religion
of holy words. Through words, God created
the universe: “And God said, Let there be ...
and there was.” According to the Targum, it
is our ability to speak that makes us human.
It translates the phrase, “and man became a
living soul” (Gen. 2:7) as “and man became
a speaking soul.” Words create. Words com-
municate. Our relationships are shaped, for
good or bad, by language. Much of Judaism
is about the power of words to make or
break worlds.

So silence in Tanach often has a negative
connotation. “Aaron was silent,” says the
Torah, after the death of his two sons Nadav
and Avihu (Lev. 10:3). “The dead do not
praise you,” says Psalm 115, “nor do those
who go down to the silence [of the grave].”
When Job’s friends came to comfort him
after theloss of his children and other afflic-
tions, “Then they sat down with him on the
ground for seven days and seven nights, yet
no one spoke a word to him, for they saw
that his pain was very great.” (Job 2:13).

But not all silence is sad. Psalms tells us
that “to You, silence is praise” (Ps. 65:2). If
we are truly in awe at the greatness of God,
the vastness of the universe and the almost
infinite extent of time, our deepest emotions
will indeed lie too deep for words. We will
experience silent communion.

Mazal Tov to |
17 RabbiShlomo &Zelda Goldsmith "=
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The Sages valued silence. They called it
“a fence to wisdom” (Mishna Avot 3:13). If
words are worth a coin, silence is worth two
(Megilla 18a). R. Shimon ben Gamliel said,
“All my days I have grown up among the
wise, and I have found nothing better than
silence.” (Mishna Avot 1:17).

The service of the Priests in the Temple
was accompanied by silence. The Levites
sang in the courtyard, but the Priests —
unlike their counterparts in other ancient
religions - neither sang nor spoke while
offering the sacrifices. One scholar, Israel
Knohl, has accordingly spoken of “the
silence of the sanctuary.” The Zohar (2a)
speaks of silence as the medium in which
both the Sanctuary above and the Sanctu-
ary below are made.

There were also Jews who cultivated
silence as a spiritual discipline. Bratslav
Hassidim meditate in the fields. There are
Jews who practise ta’anit dibbur, a “fast of
words”. Our most profound prayer, the pri-
vate saying of the Amidah, is called tefillah
be-lachash, the “silent prayer”. It is based
on the precedent of Hannah, praying for
a child. “She spoke in her heart. Her lips
moved but her voice was not heard” (1 Sam.
1:13).

God hears our silent cry. In the agonising
tale of how Sarah told Abraham to send
Hagar and her son away, the Torah tells us
that when their water ran out and the young
Ishmael was at the point of dying, Hagar
cried, yet God heard “the voice of the child”

y Mazal Tov to

Barry Ernstoff and family
on the birth of a grandson




(Gen. 21:16-17). Earlier when the angels
came to visit Abraham and told him that
Sarah would have a child, Sarah laughed
inwardly, that is, silently, yet she was heard
by God (Gen. 18:12-13). God hears our
thoughts even when they are not expressed
in speech.

The silence that counts, in Judaism, is
thus a listening silence — and listening is
the supreme religious art. Listening means
making space for others to speak and be
heard. As I point out in my commentary to
the Siddur,® there is no English word that
remotely equals the Hebrew verb sh-m-a in
its wide range of senses: to listen, to hear, to
pay attention, to understand, to internalise
and to respond in deed.

This was one of the key elements in the
Sinai covenant, when the Israelites, having
already said twice, “All that God says, we will
do,” then said, “All that God says, we will do
and we will hear [ve-nishmal]” (Ex. 24:7). It
is the nishma - listening, hearing, heeding,
responding — that is the key religious act.

Thus Judaism is not only a religion of
doing-and-speaking; it is also a religion of
listening. Faith is the ability to hear the music
beneath the noise. There is the silent music of
the spheres, about which Psalm 19 speaks:

The heavens declare the glory of God
The skies proclaim the work of His hands.
Day to day they pour forth speech, Night to

5 Koren Shalem Siddur.
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night they communicate knowledge. There
isno speech, there are no words, Their voice
isnotheard. Yet their music carries through-
out the earth.

There is the voice of history that was
heard by the prophets. And there is the
commanding voice of Sinai that continues
to speak to us across the abyss of time. I
sometimes think that people in the mod-
ern age have found the concept of “Torah
from Heaven” problematic, not because
of some new archaeological discovery but
because we have lost the habit of listen-
ing to the sound of transcendence, a voice
beyond the merely human.

It is fascinating that despite his
often-fractured relationship with Judaism,
Sigmund Freud created in psychoanalysis
a deeply Jewish form of healing. He him-
self called it the “speaking cure,” but it is
in fact a listening cure. Almost all effec-
tive forms of psychotherapy involve deep
listening.

Is there enough listening in the Jewish
world today? Do we, in marriage, really lis-
ten to our spouses? Do we as parents truly
listen to our children? Do we, as leaders,
hear the unspoken fears of those we seek
tolead? Do we internalise the sense of hurt

of the people who feel excluded from the
community? Can we really claim to be lis-
tening to the voice of God if we fail to listen
to the voices of our fellow humans?

In his poem, ‘In memory of W B Yeats,’
W H Auden wrote:

In the deserts of the heart Let the heal-
ing fountain start.

From time to time we need to step back
from the noise and hubbub of the social
world and create in our hearts the stillness
of the desert where, within the silence, we
can hear the kol demamah dakah, the still,
small voice of God, telling us we are loved,
we are heard, we are embraced by God’s
everlasting arms, we are not alone.*m

6 For more on the theme of listening,
see parshat Bereishit, “The Art of Listen-
ing,” and parshat Eikev, “The Spirituality of
Listening.”

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
zt”| are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversa-
tion’ series on the weekly Torah teaching.
With thanks to the Schimmel Family for their
generous sponsorship, dedicated in loving
memory of Harry (Chaim) Schimmel. Visit
www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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PROBING

VaYomer lo Yehonatan ‘Machar
Chodesh’...”

The opening words of this week’s
haftarah, now a commonly used phrase for
Shabbat Erev Rosh Chodesh, are actually
only the middle of a conversation between
David and Yehonatan - his dear friend and
brother-in-law. The story encapsulated in
the haftarah (Shmuel A 20: 18-42) is one
that is familiar to most of us, as this selec-
tion is commonly read two or three times
a year.

To quickly recap the story, David, fear-
ing that his father-in-law, King Shaul, had
plans to kill him, arranges a signal with
Yehonatan to inform David whether or not
he could safely return to the palace. While
David remained hiding in the field, Yeho-
natan went back to the palace in time for
the Rosh Chodesh repast. When the King
expressed his anger at David’s absence on
the second day and accused David of being
arebel, in effect, condemning him to death,
Yehonatan returns to his friend and, using
the agreed upon signal, warns him to flee
for his life.

The story is simple enough. But, as is true
of so many haftarot, much can be learned
by scanning the psukim that precede the
haftarah itself. We should ask, there-
fore, what was the conversation between
David and Yonatan that led to the plan that
would be carried out of the morrow, Rosh
Chodesh?
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But, before we do so, we should, per-
haps, consider the future actions of David
and wonder why, despite Sha’uls numer-
ous attempts to kill him and despite the
many opportunities available to him,
David refuses to harm his pursuer. David
certainly had reason to do so. One is per-
mitted -perhaps even commanded - to save
himself from one who tries to kill him, even
by taking his pursuer’s life! Given that
truth, why does David avoid killing Sha’ul,
even prohibiting his officers from doing so?
Why?

That is why we must read the verses
(starting from pasuk 14) that precede the
haftarah itself. There we reveal a remark-
able covenant/oath that is made between
the two heroes. Yonatan agrees to uncover
whether or nor his father (Sha’ul) plans to
harm David and promises that he would
divulge the truth to his friend. After assert-
ing his belief that David would succeed
in his struggles against his opponents
(“...when Hashem destroys all of David’s
enemies...”), David takes an oath never to
harm Yonatan or to destroy his royal fam-
ily (...”nor remove your kindness from my
family forever.”

The story of David HaMelech begins in
the 16th perek of Sefer Shmuel but the
haftarah of “Machar Chodesh” is the only
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one taken from the final 16 chapters of
the book. And that is unfortunate. For the
result of that fact is that those who rely on
the haftarah chant alone do not get to know
the real story of David. How fortunate we
are, then, that this episode is read often
enough to allow us to get a “sense” of this
remarkable personality.

So we shall repeat the questions we asked
before-but his time with the knowledge of
the answer:

Why does David refuse to kill Shaul who
pursued him?

Why does he prohibit his officers from
doing so - even in order to save his own life??

Why does he not attempt to remove
Sha'ul’s son from the throne of Israel once
he was crowned?

Why does he put to death those who assas-
sinated Sha’ul’s son?

Because he made an oath to his friend.
And we can now better understand and
appreciate the greatness of the man.

And, when we do, and see the model he
set for generations, we also realize why........
“David, Melech Yisrael, Chai V’Kayam”

He lives today because the ethical stan-
dards he taught inspire us until today.

And all we had to do is read a few p’sukim
before the haftarah!!! m
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And the number of Bnei Yisrael shall be as
the sand of the sea, which shall neither be mea-
sured nor counted ... (Hoshea 2:1).

In the Haftorah that is usually read with
Parshat Bamidbar, the opening pasuk com-
pares the amount of people that comprise
Am Yisrael to the sand by the sea, which can-
not be measured or counted.

Symbolism of Sand

Earlier in the Torah, when Hashem
instructs Avraham that his offspring will be
plentiful - at times they are compared to sand
and at times they are compared to the dirt
of the earth (yanin 1oua qut mim). What is the
difference between these two comparisons?

The Meshech Chochma explains as follows.
When Bnei Yisrael are united, they are like dirt-
that sticks together and one cannot distinguish
between its particles. When Avraham sought
to spread monotheism, he sought to do so as
19y —to unify everyone to believe in one God.

However, Yaakov realized that in order to
maintain our religion, we need to create a
separation. Sand separates the sea from the
land. Asthe waves hit the sand on the shore,
they recede back to the ocean. To prevent
outside influences and assimilation, certain
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boundaries are required, and that is sym-
bolized by the sand that serves as a barrier
between the sea and the shore.

Separate But Together

The language used in the pasuk seems a bit
odd. The pasuk begins with a statement with
respect to the “number” of Bnei Yisrael and
then ends - that it cannot be measured. Why
infer that there is a number when you know
it cannot be measured or counted? In fact, the
comparison to sand is also problematic as the
amount of sand cannot be measured by man,
but it is finite and can be measured by God.

The Chatam Sofer explains that it is impos-
sible for one individual to fulfill all of the
mitzvot. There are some mitzvot that may not
be applicable to every individual. By applying
the principal of arevut maw — that each indi-
vidual acts on behalf of another, enables the
nation as a whole to fulfill all of the mitzvot.
That is the comparison to sand. When each
individual is distinct, yet fulfills their obliga-
tion, only then is the nation considered as one
and is therefore not countable (because it is
like one). That is the goal — for each individual
to achieve their potential, acting on behalf of
the nation, so that we are one people.

As we celebrate Shavuot, we should be
reminded of the unity we experienced when
we gathered at Har Sinai 1731 TN wNa - 1mm
TnN. May we continue to reach personal spir-
itual heights while maintaining our respect
and concern for others to ensure our contin-
ued unity.



ISRAEL'S REAL ESTATE
MATCHMAKER

FEATURED PROPERTY, OLD CITY
2 Mins From The Kotel, 4 Bedrooms,
3.5 Bathrooms, High Domed Ceilings,
Sukkah Courtyard, Access To Roof With
View Of Har Habayit. Price On Request.

Fluency in additional languages

High salary and bonuses are of Jitable for the religious/ultra-Orthodox sector

1ekotel.c

ate suitability will be evaluated based on an assessment center and/or computerize
and/or task and personal interview. The Foundation does not commit to hiring any of the

The position is intended for both men and women . JERUSALEM CITY CENTER
NEW Build, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms,
Shabbat Elevator. 4.9 million nis

I AZEEN E = e EEC© JERUSALEM CITY CENTER
\\ l \ “ S] I : I b NEW Build, Vacation Apartment, 2
Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms. 4.3 million nis

TRY US ONCE AND YOU WON'T REGRET:

RELIABLE AND ON TIME ALWAYS
HELP YOU WITH YOUR SUITCASES

BET SHEMESH COTTAGE
6 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, 170 sqm, 360
sgm Exterior, Wrap Around Garden, Fruit
Trees, 2 Parking Spots & Storage.
YioosH 4.25 million nis

EnGLISH

NEVE SHAMIR, RBS
Brand NEW - Move In This Summer!
Great Layout, 4 Bedrooms, Parking &
Storage. 3.2 million nis

NETANYA LUXURY APARTMENT
Doorman, Pool, Gym, Parking & Storage,
250 sgm on One Level. Breathtaking
Sea Views. 7.3 million nis

/) NATIPASHKUS (&, LI = : ] +972 54 441 5704 @

\wallabl il WhalsApp. sms 1 .
i 2] KimBashRealEstate.com # >
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¥ REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES

Levi'im
Leverage

Throughout history, Shevet Levi has
held a unique role. In Parashat Bamid-
bar we see this manifested dramatically.
Whereas the rest of the nation was
counted from the age of twenty until sixty,
the Levi’im were counted from the age of
one month. What is the significance of
this difference and particularly, what is
the significance of being counted at such
ayoung age?

Rav Gamliel Rabinovich asserts that the
birth of every Levite increases the level
of kedushah in the world. This kedushah
consequently affects all Jews learning and
upholding Torah.

Rav Moshe Feinstein, in Darash Moshe,
explains that really every Jew should be
counted from birth as a potential servant
of Hashem. However, since one can’t know
that the infant’s parents will dedicate the
time and effort to ensure success in this
endeavor, we wait until twenty years of
age when the child has matured and truly
commits himself to his avodat Hashem.
However, the tribe of Levi, which was suf-
fused with holiness and holy service, has

MSY NNIDY
NITANA D99 12 yWIN® DN

Faculty, OU Israel Center

an implicit assurance that already from
birth, their children will be dedicated
ovdei Hashem, and thus can be counted as
part of the klal from thirty days of age. Rav
Moshe adds that a family who is committed
to Torah living can understand the follow-
ing statement made at a brit milah, “just as
the child has entered the covenant, so too
will he take part in Torah, marriage, and
good deeds,” as not only a blessing to be ful-
filled, but as a statement of commitment to
embark on a life defined by Torah.

The Tribe of Levi showed their dedication
to Hashem and zeal to uphold His Will at a
time when the majority of the nation suc-
cumbed to the sin of the Golden Calf. They
took up arms without hesitation against
all those who sinned, regardless of famil-
ial ties. This total dedication to Hashem,
explains Rav Schwab, creates an environ-
ment in which children will develop a
sense of complete allegiance to the ratzon
Hashem. Such chinuch creates a life of sanc-
tity and spiritual focus, truly the mark of

%’f Properties ltd.

For Sale: 25 Ben Maimon, 4 rooms, 113m,
2 bathrooms, porch, 1st floor, elevator,
6.2 million NIS
For Sale in Katamon: exclusive, Rashbag st.,
garden apt, renovated, a/c, underfloor heating,
5 rooms, 146m, asking 4.7million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il
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those that bear the title “Shomer mishmeret
haKodesh — Guardians of the holy watch.”

Rav Nissin Alpert adds that the mem-
bers of Shevet Levi are born with
intrinsic holiness. Levi’im raised their
children with the attitude of developing
this specialness, notes Rav Shternbach.
They are therefore considered guardians
of holiness even from the tender age of
one month. Indeed, we can apply this
notion to all those who raise their chil-
dren with wholehearted devotion to the
ratzon Hashem. They are considered to be
guardians of holiness too.

We can learn from Moshe Rabbeinu how
to guide our children from a young age
towards a life of holiness. When carrying
out the census, Moshe Rabbeinu stood at
the door of each tent, rather than have the
children come outside to be counted. Rav
Kasba in Vayomer L’Yehudah sees a pow-
erful model here. To raise children with
holiness, one must create an environment
of holiness, safeguarding and protecting
our families from influences that may neg-
atively affect us. Infusing our homes with
wholesomeness and sanctity, keeping our
values sacred, will instill the faithfulness
and dedication to guard our spiritual mis-
sion in this world.

One person’s trash is another
person’s treasure...

We buy old sifrei kodesh, judaica

gold, silver, coins, collectables,

banknotes, antiques and more...

N =

Ran: 054-5561223

ATTENTION
ENGLOE & CLIM

New Home Sales Up 9.4% *
USD TO NIS 3.67 - Highest in a Year!

Prices Steady ..... For Now

Rechovot - 4 Bedrooms - 3.2M NIS
Nahariya - 4 bedrooms - 1.63M NIS
J'lem (Kir. Yov.) - 3 Bedrooms - 2.9M NIS
Modiin - 3 Bedrooms - 3.3M NIS
Netanya - 4 Bedrooms - 3.4M NIS
Ra'anana - 3 Bedrooms - 3.35M NIS

,s;.‘ 'l:ﬂl

NOT SURE ABOUT THE

BUYING PROCESs?  1zzy Leizerowitz

972.52.682.9367
USA - 786.385.8859
Broker Fee 2%+ VAT
*GLOBES May, 112023

I Will Explain Every
Step & Be There For

[ Vacation In Yavniel

Villa and Tzimmers

WILLA RIMONA
YAVNIEL

/Mikeveh
e to the Kinneret

ARE YOU REALLY ON TOP OF"
YI]IIR FINANCES? '

I][I YOU I(HI]W WHEN YOU
CAN RETIR

AS A US TAXPAYER, DO YOU
KNOW WHERE TO INVEST?

AARON FROLICH, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER 054-320-8077
aaron@greenpeakadvisors.com | www.greenpeakadvisors.com

GREEN PEAK ADVISORS £

Guiding You 1o Flnanial Securi CFP
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ROSH CHODESH SIVAN SEMINAR FOR WOMEN
Focusing on the Aseret HaDibrot

Sunday May 21, 1 Sivan, 9:15AM — 1:00PM 0 ]

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a"h

INWOU
550 qer 9 N3 kere 7N NM

9:15AM The Top 10: A Look at the Aseret 11:05AM Yahrtzeit Brunch TC
HaDibrot Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski mﬂ_

11:25AM nxn K5: End-of-Life Issues
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

9:25AM "n »onan — Let's Talk Emunah
Rabbi David Aaron

10:15AM or ax 122 — The Ageless Mitzvah
of Respecting Parents and a Special Tribute to our
Mother, Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a"h

12:10PM -m1ann &5: The Prohibition of
Jealousy- Parameters, Preventatives and
Prescriptions

The Brachfeld and Pruwer families el it

THURSDAY EVENING MAY 25 @ 8:45PM

For Young Professionals, ages 30-45
Delicious Mehadrin Dairy Buffet Seuda 2
followed by Shavuot Night Learning
at OU Israel Center, 22 Keren HaYesod Street
Limited Seating available, \

65 NIS per person, pre-registration required =~
www.ouisrael.org/events/jchat-shavuot-night-meal-for-young-proféssionals=2

P

OU ISRAEL CENTER WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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n Yemsba aym!

Join OU Israel fora full night of dynamic Torah learning
THURSDAY, LEIL SHAVUOT | MAY 25 | 10:45PM-3:30 AM

11:00PM

11:30PM

12:30AM

npYonEn NN
Rabbi Moshe Hauer,
Executive Vice President, Orthodox Union

“Weapons of Ideological War: The Surprising
(and Inspiring) Origins of Our Most Prominent Minhagim”
Rabbi Yaakov Kermaier

The Duality of Shabbat: Zachor V'Shamor
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

One People, One Heart
Rabbi Sam Shor

Marking Rav Soloveitchik’s 30th Yahrtzeit-
The Stories He Loved to Tell
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SUN, MAY 21

9:15 AM

Journey Through the Siddur
Rabbi David Walk

10:20 AM

Mishnah with Rambam’s
commentary Rabbi Dr.
Aaron Adler

11:30 AM

Shivat Tzion in Tanach:
Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

2:00 PM
Men's Talmud
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

SPECIAL EVENTS \
9:15AM-1:00 PM

Rosh Chodesh Sivan
‘Seminar (L'Ayla)
6:00PM

Stones with Soul
JCHAT- 01d City
Twilight Walk for Young
Professionals

MON, MAY 22

9:15 AM

Divrei Hayamim (L'Ayla)
Rebbetzin Pearl
Borow

10:30 AM

The Thought of Rav Kook
on Eretz Yisrael: A study
of the sefer Eretz Chefetz
Rabbi Aaron
Goldscheider

11:45 AM

Novel Parsha Nuances
Rabbi Avi Herzog
(Resumes May 29)

8:30 PM

Semichat Chaver
Program Rabbi Elyada
Goldwicht (The Bais)

o'uisr'a'el.-or' Jevents/
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TUE, MAY 23

9:15 AM
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries (LAyla)

9:30AM Minchat Chinuch
Rabbi Breitowitz

12:15PM
Jewish National Revival
Dr. Deborah Polster

2:00 PM Men's Talmud
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

7:30PM (The Bais) Safrus
(Men) Rabbi Tzvi Mauner

8:00PM
Sefer Shmuel Rabbi Machlis

-Safrut 101
-Rabbi Tzvi Mauner @
Men's English Kollel Boker
in Modiin (The Bais)

Hebrew on the
Go-Cheesecake Workshop
for Young Olim Families

Next Gen/L'Ayla
Women'’s Pre- Shavuot
Ice Cream and Shiur
(Women ages 20's-40s)




WED, MAY 24

9:00 AM

Torah and Technology
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
(new course)

(Resumes May 31)

10:15 AM

Contemporary

Halachic Issues

Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:30 AM

Ani Maamin- But Do You
Know if it’s Really True?
Rabbi Yitzchak
Feigenbaum (new course)

12:30 PM Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Neil Winkler
Bagels/Spreads 30NIS
(Resumes June 21)

8:00 PM

Halachic Controversies
Rabbi Aschi Dick

(The Bais) New start time

*UAYLACLASSES
 ARE FOR WOMEN ONLY

MISSED A CLASS?
View shiur recordings at: ouisrael.org/video-library/

THURS, MAY 25

SHAVUOT

8:45PM

JCHAT Shavuot Night
Seuda for Young
Professionals

10:45PM-3:45AM

All Night Learning-Rabbis
Hauer, Kermaier, Adler,
Shor and Goldscheider

VIRTUAL SCHEDULE
(Zoom Only Classes):
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/88363420460
Password: ouisrael

Rabbi Taub
Parsha, 7:00PM Mon
Halacha, 7:00PM Wed

Rebbetzin Shatz
(L'Ayla)-Insights of
Chazal- Tues, 5:00PM

Rabbi Goldwicht
Parshat HaShavua
Wed. 8:30PM
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/2244321902
Password 18

THE BAIS CLASSES
AND PROGRAMS ARE

FOR MEN ONLY

OLf
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E"ﬂé&‘;‘én
Kids Pre-Shavuot

KM&M/(& ﬁ)arléS/'o

with Kitchen Coach Henny Shor
TUES MAY 23, 4:00PM

N OU

Gluten free option available
Register at
www.ouisrael.org/events/shavouskids/

i LG;a—aggnn‘n
J ) e

OU ISRAEL CENTER | 22 KEREN HAYESOD ST. YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9100

Join RAB HOR for a twilight 01d City Walk |,

For Young Professionals ages 25-45
Limited Spaces/Registration Required

Meet at the #38 Bus Stop inside the
main parking lot of Jewish Quarter @ 6pm
40 NIS per person-Limited Spaces-RSVP’s Required

https://www.ouisrael.org/events/jchat-old-city-23/

OU ISRAEL CENTER | 02-5609110 | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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Can I—Ia[acba Cbange?

Tovah: The Enduring & the Dynawmic

with Rabbi Moshe Hauer

Executive Vice President, Orthodox Union
LEIL SHAVUOT, 12:00 AM-4:30 AM

An all-night in-depth Tikkun Leil Shavuot with source

booklets. Wolasky Residence, 23 Habad Street, Old City
Refreshments will be served

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

e 0

Pm—é'/m/aofﬁ)omm's _[w fru\m W

TUESDAY MAY 23, 800PM
+ Inspiring Shavuot Shiur with Rabbi Menachem Nissel

+ Meet & shmooze with new and old friends over ice cream!

- Deluxe Ice Cream Bar 70U Israe] ey A

- Cheesecake Shmorg ! Sanewprogram Y v
- Iced Coffee \ forsingle g Marrieq .

Registration required at: \\W"men in their -

. < 20%5- 4% .
www.ouisrael.org/events/ =405
nextgen-icecream FREE OF CHARGE

OU ISRAEL CENTER | 22 Keren HaYesod St., Jerusalem | 02-5609110
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SHIUR SPONSORS

Tuesday, May 9th - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur was sponsored
by Linda Zacks in memory of her father 77 1w 12 ONNIN
on his 3rd Yahrtzeit, 20 lyar

Monday, May 15th - all morning shiurim were sponsored
by lan Friedbauer for a refuah shleima for Reuven ben Chana Golda

Wednesday, May 17th - all shiurim were sponsored in memory
of Chaim Moshe ben David (Henry M Bochner) - Yahrzeit was 20 lyar

Thursday, May 18th - All learning today is in memory of
"1 97I0 OMIN YWin 11 501 pnx' nnwi 17wy
Irving J. Abramowitz 'l

Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year
"1 NYW 12 11U ow1 1"V 0N1aN N2 00 Now 1999

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic
year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of their parents,
Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”I -
9T DIPI0 WD 12 72731 1ND [0 A1 91mM
Rosi and Ernest Strauss 21 -

7"T OIN0W TIT 12 YN8ITI 073N 12 TINY

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur - Minchat Chinuch is sponsored
for the academic year 2023 by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman
in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z'I
T N9 N3 1Y 00N 9T PITY 13
and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman 2’
139881 17112 7T 1IN INIDW 100

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts
Irma Haas a"h and Hilde Myer a"h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year
2"11099 12 17911 7"V 113N N3 13132 0wl 17

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Volunteers sought
to present Israel's case to
leading embassies, consulates
and media based in Israel

Retirees Preferred

Whatsapp 0587222661

DOROT - The OU Women’s
Tnteygenerational Choir

[/RNT/1

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm :

P p—
SN
@ <

%~ PRIHADASH

WOMEN'’S WRITING WORKSHOP
AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30

For more betai[s, call Ruth 02-628-7359 ,
ot Judy 054-569-0410 'fi
o,

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:
Exercise for ladies

e Sundays 12:45-1:30pm

at the OU Israel Center
Sura Faecher 0504153239

Over 1600 audio and video shiurim
for listening and downloading

plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR WITH
RABBI CHANOCH YERES
outside the back of the
OU Israel Center at 5:15PM

A small Sefer Torah with its own
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses
or for any other necessary occasion
on a temporary free-loan basis.
If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173

44 TORAH TIDBITS 1516/ BAMIDBAR



SPONSOR A gJ

SHIUR

Sponsor a Shiur to support the ongoing
Torah leaming at the

0U Israel Center visit:
www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/
or email cspivack@ouisrael.org

single shiur 180nis ;
morning 360nis N
or full day 500nis

Coffee & Conversation

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

NCSY

AN

for Senior Wowen
OU Israel invites senior women to join us
for a weekly social hour
Belinda’s Cafe (Mehadrin), 9 Diskin St.,2nd Floor
Organized by OU Israel Volunteer
Peri Garfinkel
Questions? Contact OU Israel Volunteer

Peri Garfinkel 052-515-2672
A minimum purchase of coffee and pastry
is requested

OU ISRAEL CENTER | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

ISRAEL

O JUNE 6-7, 2023

(lewme |
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wNADY ANIDY
*Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal
1901 12 JNNnd e
NON 2 DAY °
¢ Esther Fruma bat Baila
* Yisrael Leib ben Chana
e Chana Bat Bruriah
* Chaim Moshe Ben Leah

;\\ Be'er Tziporah ah - ;9 DINR QIN0'Y PNBDA
' Bottled Water Gemach NN DI v
Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem nnant an'an

and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so .
many people, that she touched! 7§
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having

the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email
Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800~-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels ? & AW 0'BYY

290 5 1Y YN E#% www.ouisrael.org/games
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DAILY BEIT MIDRASH
LEARNING AT THE
LOCAL MIDRASHA!

INCREDIBLE TIYULIM ALL DVER
ISRAEL'S BERUTIFUL NORTH!

Ul ,nsu

o TR

AMAZING SUMMER CAMP S N
ATMOSPHERE WITH CHESED % "'"'”' Eﬂ 2023 e

ACTIVITIES AND A POOL!

LAST SPOTS
AVAILABLE

Iﬁ‘l 0 NCSY CHAIIS A
Y PROJECT OF NCSY ISRAEL

e oU

DAILY BEIT MIDRASH
LEARNING AT THE
YESHIVAT HESDER HAGOLAN!

INCREDIBLE TIYULIM ALL OVER
NORTHERN ISRAEL INCLUDING
Al 3-DRY CAMPING TRIP!

EXCITING SUMMER CAMP
ATMOSPHERE WITH
SPORTS AND A POOL!

LAST SPOTS
AVAILABLE

BRI, FOR MORE INFO VISIT CHAILNCSY.ORG
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Connected

The heilige Ribnitzer Rebbe, Reb Chaim
Zanvil Abramowitz, zy’a, was an extraor-
dinary tzadik and a legendary baal avodah,
whose sacrifice for Yidishkeit and holiness
suffused all the different places he lived —
Russia, Romania, Eretz Yisrael, Los Angeles
and Monsey — bringing down blessings
for petitioners across the globe. Describing
the Ribnitzer’s righteousness, Reb Shlomo
Freifeld, zt’l, Rosh Yeshivah of Shor Yoshuv,
said meeting him was like meeting a tzadik
from the days of the Baal Shem Tov.

A group of young men once visited the
Ribnitzer at his home in Boro Park. One of
them, Yechiel Reich, stepped forward and
introduced himself. The Ribnitzer looked
up and exclaimed, “Ah. Shalom Aleichem!
Now you I know already; we are bound
up together for a long time.” Yechiel was
taken aback, certain that he’d never met
the Rebbe before. “Really?” he stammered.

“You’ve been to Kever Shmuel haNavi,
no? From there I know you.” The young
man looked confused, but the Ribnitzer
repeated: “Once you went to daven by
Shmuel haNavi. That's where we know
each other.”

On the car ride home, Yechiel turned to
his friends who were asking about the mys-
terious interchange. “I feel bad saying this,
but the Rebbe is mistaken! I was at Kever

48 TORAH TIDBITS 1516/ BAMIDBAR

RABBI JUDAH

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

Shmuel haNavi only once, more than a
decade ago when I was a bachur learning
at the Tchebiner Yeshivah in Yerushalayim.
A whole chevreh of us went to daven... and
I'm telling you, there is no way that the
Rebbe was there!”

Late that night Yechiel lay awake,
haunted by the experience. He tried to
recreate that tiyul to Kever Shmuel in
his mind, going over as many details as
he could remember. Finally, with a sud-
den jolt, he sat up and cried “What?!” A
subconscious memory had surfaced, but
it seemed too unbelievable to be true.
He leapt up, ran to his bookshelf, and his
hands soon found a worn Sefer Tehillim
which he had originally acquired sec-
ond-hand, and had not used in many
years. On the inside cover, he saw the text
of the Hareini Mekasher, a short declara-
tion of kavanah intoned before davening:
“I hereby bind myself to all the true tza-
dikim of this generation....” Next to this
sentence, someone had handwritten the
phrase “...U-b’frat (‘and specifically’) to the
Tzadik of Ribnitz, Rebbe Chaim Zanvil Ben
Moshe v’Yitta Tzipporah...”

Shaking his head in wonder, Yechiel
recalled that he had spontaneously read
that Hareini Mekasher before reciting
Tehillim at Kever Shmuel haNavi. Now,
with a laugh, he held the sefer to his heart
and repeated the sentence over and over,
as if reuniting with an old friend.



This weekend marks the 28th of Iyar,
today known as “Yom Yerushalayim”, the
day in which we celebrate the reunifica-
tion of the Holy City in the aftermath of
the miraculous victory of the Six Day War.
For centuries before the war, the 28th of
Iyar had already been recognized as the
hillula or ‘yahrtzeit’ of Shmuel haNavi, and
was marked as a day of pilgrimage to his
resting place on a high hill overlooking
Yerushalayim.

One of my teachers, the noted author Rav
Ari Kahn, Rabbi of the Mishkan Etrog com-
munity of Givat Ze’ev, is widely respected
for his creativity and originality in Torah
commentary. In his sefer Emanations, he
provides historical background and context
of the Jewish holidays through the prism of
the Rabbinic perspective. Relevant to Yom

ul WirePay Israel

BEATING THE BANKS EVERY TIME

Property purchases. Investment. Living
Expenses. Forward Contracts - lock in the
rate up to 1 year.

5000+

Customers served

*(REBRANDED FROM FOREX ISRAEL)

8H
BHIserrer HomEs 1srAELM

Property Consultants & Realtors

FOR SALE

Two exclusive properties in Katamon

4 rooms on Aharoni

# e« Welldesigned

e Excellent condition
e Covered parking

e Fantastic location

e Spacious and in very
good condition

e 2succah balconies

e 138m on one level

én

Warren 054-4840541
zauer@bezeqint.net

$4BY 2007

Exchanged

ISRAEL'S LEADING
MONEY TRANSFER
COMPANY

(® +972 2 624 0288

(®) info@wirepayisrael.com
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Yerushalayim, he underlines the important
bond between Shmuel haNavi and David
haMelech.

Shmuel haNavi was the rebbe and men-
tor of King David and the one who anointed
him and guided his development in his
role. Together, they sought to begin the
process of binyan haMikdash, laying the
spiritual framework of building the Temple
in Yerushalayim. And as one, they pro-
phetically identified the Divinely intended
location for the Beis haMikdash (Zevachim,
54b). The minhag to ascend to the resting
place of Shmuel haNavi expresses yearning
for the Divine inspiration, human friend-
ship and closeness with Hashem that Navi
Shmuel and King David manifested in their
days.

Every time we open our hearts in prayer,
we turn our face to Yerushalayim. Connect-
ing to the Ir haKodesh, the Holy City, is at
the core of our tefillah. Chazal were very
specific in formulating the nusach of the
Amidah prayer and order of its brachos;
as a unit, they form a spiritual narrative,
an unfolding of our collective destiny with
Yerushalayim, as follows:

DTN 7Y

A blessing for the tzadikim, sages, rebbes
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and guides of our People... Hashem is their
support and trust and will clearly answer
their prayers for Klal Yisrael. Thus we place
our lot with them; we bind ourselves to
them in our prayer....

... D7wntI

As a result of our unified prayer, the
Shechinah will return to full revelation in
and through Yerushalayim; the Temple will
be rebuilt and the throne of David reestab-
lished there....

... TIT NNX NX

Then the shoot of David will spring forth,
with the brilliant rays of Complete Redemp-
tion spreading throughout the world.

Today, the 28th of Iyar continues to be a
day of prayer, pilgrimage and yearning for
holiness and Redemption. As our ancestors
did for countless generations, we have the
right and the privilege to ascend to Yerusha-
layim and celebrate our deep connection
and hiskashrus to the tzadikim, to Hashem,
to His holy city — and to each other. Indeed,
as we discover how we are bound to each
other, unified and interwoven, may we sing
the prophetic words of the Psalmist:

TINTATIINY T AT 0T

Yerushalayim! She is built as a city bound
together in oneness!

(Tehillim, 122:3)
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OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

The prohibition

According to Biblical law, food that is
completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages
decreed that such food, even when cooked
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons
behind the decree, when it applies, and
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in
every society. That is the basis behind the
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very
concerned about close relationships with
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with
each other, although there is no specific
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.)
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would
be enough to create an emotional distance
such that families wouldn’t marry into
each other.

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a)
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9)
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maintain that the decree is based on this
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of
most early authorities. However, Rashi and
others attribute a different reasoning to the
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles
we will discuss whether the parameters of
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the
reason

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully
discourage the possibility of developing
emotional connections to non-Jews that
could lead to intermarriage either in
that generation or the next. Accordingly,
early authorities discuss whether the
prohibition of bishul akum still applies
even in situations where intermarriage
is not technically possible. For example,
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked
by a priest even though the reason for
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to



The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

him? Rashba answers that we have a rule
regarding rabbinic decrees: even when
the reason does not apply, the prohibition
still stands. This is a necessary element
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise,
Rashba explains, people could rationalize
and find reasons why any decree should
not apply in their particular situation.
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who,
because of their stature, are prohibited
from marrying Jews. He maintains that
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul
akum stands regardless of the reason
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite
these rulings as axioms of the laws of
bishul akum.

Other examples

Later authorities discuss similar cases
where the logic behind bishul akum may
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273)
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite
the fact that the chances of marriage seem
remote. The same is true for food cooked
in a faraway country where Jews cannot
travel - bishul akum still applies.

In summary:

Our Sages prohibited food cooked by

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited,
including non-Jewish royalty, priests,
young children, and non-Jews from distant
lands.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432
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¥ SIMCHAT SHMUEL

his Friday, Erev Shabbat we will

celebrate the 56th anniversary of

Ichud Yerushalayim-the reunifica-
tion of Jerusalem, the miraculous military
victory of the 1967 Six Day War. For nine-
teen years, the joy that had permeated the
Jewish people with the establishment of
the State of Israel in 1948 was tempered
by the somber, humbling reality that the
city of Jerusalem remained divided, the
ancient city, the Western Wall, and the
Temple Mount under Jordanian sover-
eignty. That all changed with the dramatic
events of June 7, 1967.

Shortly after Lt. General Motta Gur’s
thrilling announcement, ‘Har Habayit
B’yadeinu, Har Habayit B’yadeinu!’ ‘The
Temple Mount is in our hands, the Tem-
ple Mount is in our hands’, the students of
the Beit Aharon Yeshiva, the yeshiva of the
Slonimer Chasidim in Meah Shearim,were
huddled together in the bomb-shelter in
the basement of the yeshiva complex,
where they were addressed by their
illustrious Rosh Yeshiva,Rabbi Shalom
Noach Brazovsky,zy'a ,who years later
would succeed his father-in law to serve
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

as the Slonimer Rebbe.

Below are a few short excerpts from
the Rebbe's inspirational message to the
Yeshiva's students on that momentous
day:

...We are obligated to recognize and give
thanks for the miracles that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu has brought upon us during
these days, miraculous revelations not
experienced for tens of generations, and
it is forbidden to ignore these great gifts
from Hashem...

...Even those removed from our tradi-
tion, and anyone with a brain in their
head, must acknowledge that these great
events cannot be comprehended by the
laws of nature....

...The return to Jewish control of both
the Kotel HaMaaravi and the other sacred
places- Kever Rachel and Maarat HaMach-
pela, in the miraculously swift six-day war,
leave us in awe of these great miraculous
events which G-d has revealed to us, and
we must give thanks to the Ribono Shel
Olam....

...At this great moment, when G-d has
returned to us the place where our Temple
stood, we must sing praises.....

The Rebbe's words help us to appre-
ciate the significance of this incredible
commemoration of Yom Yerushalayim. It
was evident to see the Yad Hashem, the
proverbial “hand of G-d” in the height
of the events, and even in the days and



months immediately following the events
of June 7, 1967. But today, even as we are BREAK FREE
still longing for the day when indeed we’ll
witness the complete ingathering of the

Exiles and enter into that era of eternal Hey sl LI
peace, we must not turn a blind eye to
the many incredible gifts that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu bestows upon us each and
every day.

After 2,000 years of exile, each of us is
free to visit, live, study and pray in the
ancient city of Yerushalayim.

May the great gift that is Yerushalayim
Ir HaKodesh, the united eternal capital of
the Jewish People, ever serve as an inspi-
ration for each of us to appreciate all of
Hashem’s gifts, and help us to see the sub-
tle hidden miracles we experience each
and every day....

Yom Yerushalayim Sameachm
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GEULAS YISRAEL

Geulah and
Tefillah

Twice daily, we recite a constitution of
Jewish belief which has been incorporated
into keriyat shema. This religious charter
combines three sections of the Torah, each
of which summarizes a different seminal
foundation of Jewish belief.

The first paragraph outlines basic theo-
logical tenets: the exclusively of Hashem,
His indivisibility and His selection of our
people. He is the universal “echad” but is
also “Elokeinu”, our G-d, who selected us
as His chosen nation. The ensuing pasuk
demands that we, somehow, translate our
belief in Him into a love for him: nx nan
T'17x . Though we can’t describe Him, we
are passionately devoted to Him. Our words
and thoughts can’t capture Him, but our
hearts are drawn to Him. This remarkable
combination of pure monotheism, coupled
with loving dedication has been the histor-
ical and religious trademark of our people.
This religious blend is our gift to humanity
and, one day, they will fully appreciate it.

The second paragraph of Shema trans-
forms religious belief into ritual behavior.
Accepting divine authority without bear-
ing the yoke of mitzvot is vacant. Religion
is not just about belief, but about actions,
not just thinking, but doing. Hashem’s
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BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN

Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

will innervates every nook and cranny
of human experience, anchoring every
moment to divine experience.

The third and final section of Shema,
excerpted from parshat Shelach references
yetziat Mitzrayim: TnNN11 TWN 0PN T 1IN
omyno YN oonN. Hashem didn’t merely cre-
ate our world, winding it as a clock to run on
its own internal gears. He daily supervises
and interacts with His world, as was first
demonstrated by his dramatic intervention
in Egypt, when He altered Nature, history,
science, politics, and human psychology.
The final paragraph of Shema showcases
Hashem’s imminence in, and contact with,
our world.

Shema blends emunah, mitzvot and
hasgachah. Faith, observance and Provi-
dence: the three legs of our religious table.

Elaborating Redemption

Following the final section of Shema
which mentioned redemption, Chazal
introduced additional tefillot and berachot
to expound upon our first redemption from
Egypt. Shacharit contains one additional
redemptive blessing, which concludes
with the phrase of ynw' 9n1, while Arvit
includes two additional berachot of geulah,
one concluding with the identical phrase
of “nwr 9N, with the second blessing clos-
ing with a more generic phrase of 1y 1w
Tu7 78w, acknowledging Hashem’s general
protective care. Despite minor differences,
Shacharit and Arvit each display the same



“redemptive embroidery” stitched onto the
final section of Shema. The berachot of geu-
lah embellish the brief mention of geulah
contained in the third section of Shema.

Redemption and Tefillah

At this stage, having recited Shema and
having subsequently pondered redemp-
tion, we immediately begin shmoneh esrei
prayers. This alignment between redemp-
tive memories and actual tefillah is referred
to as n79nY nwa mo. Extolling the impor-
tance of this juxtaposition between geulah
and tefillah, the gemara guarantees entry
into the next world for those who merge
these two features. To assure contiguity,
halacha forbids any interruption between
the geulah section and the ensuing begin-
ning of shmoneh esrei.

Explaining the significance of this jux-
taposition, many claim that the blessings
of geulah function as a preface to prayer.
Without prior mention of redemption,
prayer would be impolite and even offen-
sive. Without redemptive context, prayer is
self-interested, and egotistical. It is embar-
rassing to stand in the presence of Hashem
and selfishly “rifle off” a battery of per-
sonal petitions and greedy requests. When
framed by redemptive memories, however,
prayers are more dignified and more hon-
orable. Redemption casts our personal
lives as part of the broader national jour-
ney which we traverse along with Hashem.
Redemptive consciousness lends our per-
sonal lives historical resonance, and casts
our personal requests within a wider part-
nership with Hashem. The juxtaposition of
prayer and geulah “redeems” prayer from
its pettiness and confers it with historical
gravitas and grandeur. Geulah is a vital
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preface to tefillah.

Redemptive Duties

By contrast, Rabeuinu Yonah, a 13th cen-
tury colleague and student of the Ramban,
asserted that this twinning of geulah and
prayer doesn’t ennoble prayer, but enhances
geulah. Redemptive memory is incomplete
without subsequent prayer. Geulah doesn’t
preface tefillah, tefillah is a necessary suffix
to redemptive memory. Having recalled
redemption, our prayer reminds us of our
resulting duties.

Redemptive Duty

Redemption isn’t merely a privilege but a
historical mandate. We are not redeemed
for comfort or luxury, but for mission and
historical calling. Without redemptive duty,
geulah becomes self-indulgent. Redemption
only liberates us from human constraints
so we can better serve Hashem. The ini-
tial Exodus from Egypt unchained us from
human tyranny, enabling our embrace
of divine command. Likewise, our final
redemption will emancipate us from his-
torical and cultural oppression, heighten
religious consciousness and empower us
to better recognize Hashem. Without an
upgrade in religious commitment, redemp-
tion remains hollow.

As it is predicated upon religious com-
mitment and upon hierarchy, prayer is the
perfect supplement to redemption. The
gemara in Ta’anit derives the obligation
of prayer from the phrase oiaa7 %31 11au%
which demands an emotional “service of
the heart”. Prayer assumes dependence
on Hashem and implies hierarchy and
divine authority. It acknowledges human
frailty while affirming divine majesty. The
profile of “eved Hashem” is latent within
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redemption, but is magnified by prayer.

Ritual or Mission?

Ideally, geulah intensifies our commit-
ment to Hashem, which, in turn, yields
greater Torah study and stricter adher-
ence to mitzvot. Thankfully, in the wake
of our return to Israel, there has been a
dramatic surge of both. Even if this phe-
nomenal improvement in avodat Hashem
can’t be directly traced to life in Israel, it is
still, unquestionably, generated by the start
of our redemption. Torah and geulah are
always related, even though that link may
not be apparent to the untrained eye.

Even when not expressed through ritual
commitment or Torah study, post-redemp-
tive commitment to Hashem is expressed by
dedication to Jewish history and to Jewish
peoplehood. A life of mission to the Jewish
people is also a fulfillment of post-redemp-
tive duties.

When Were You Born?

Human beings are intentionally
implanted into specific stages of history.
Had we been born 100 years ago, we would
have fled Nazi persecution, rather than
enjoyed the radiance of redemption. Hav-
ing been born into our era, we are haunted
by a lingering existential question: Why
did Hashem place us in a redemptive era?
Why were we chosen above previous gen-
erations? We will never know the answers
to those questions, but we must shoulder
the burdens and duties of redemption. Geu-
lah isn’t a free ride, but a historical calling.
Prayer symbolizes the consequence and
duty of redemption and is therefore a fitting
sequel to geulah.

Redemptive privilege and redemptive
duty walk hand in hand. Privilege and duty



always do. Taking the first without bearing
the latter is greedy and immoral.

Redemptive Faith

Tefillah enunciates a second crucial take-
away of redemption. Watching Hashem
descend into our world and reorder it for
Jewish destiny should bolster faith. At the
Yam Suf, Hashem quieted a roaring ocean,
igniting our faith and rousing our poetic
imaginations. We chanted Az Yashir and
prophesized about the Land of Israel and
the house of G-d: 1mav nwna'nanoNm

Prayer presupposes emunah and faith.
We trust that Hashem listens and compas-
sionately responds to our prayers. We don’t
always understand the answer, but our
prayers don’t go unheeded. By supplement-
ing our geulah with tefillah, we reinforce
our Emunah, a faith which redemption
both supplies, and demands of us.

Throughout our exile, enduring a dark-
ened world with a veiled presence of
Hashem, we tenaciously maintained our
faith. During this period our emunah was
forged in suffering and in blood. History has
now turned bolstering us with the faith of
redemption and of Jewish triumph. Having
lived through the initial stages of Hashem’s
master plan we have been armored with
faith. It is our redemptive duty to maintain
strong faith even as the twists and turns of
redemption swerve their way to the finish
line of history.

Redemptive joy and redemptive respon-
sibility walk hand in hand. m
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

Sanctity Spreads From the

Temple Mount

Due to the fact that that the sanctity of
the Beit Hamikdash spreads out in the
Land of Israel - as stated in Tosafot, chap-
ter ‘Kodesh Kodashim’ (Talmud Z’vachim
60b), [where it is argued] that the essential
holiness of the Land of Israel stems from
the holiness of the Beit Hamikdash - there-
fore the holiness of thought is revealed in
all of Eretz Yisrael; and even in our day as
well when there is a small remnant of this
(holiness), because the holiness [of the Beit
Hamikdash] remains even when it lies in
ruin. (Eretz Chefetz 4:3)

Rav Kook accentuates the holiness which
emanates from the place where the Beit
Hamikdash stood. From there it spreads
throughout the Land.

It has been suggested that it is inaccurate
to call Israel “The Holy Land” - ‘holy’ con-
notes only one measure of holiness. In truth
the Land of Israel contains a double mea-
sure. First, there is the inherent sanctity
embedded in the Land and in addition there
is the holiness that extends throughout the

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certified

Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

60 TORAH TIDBITS 1516 / BAMIDBAR

Land from makom hamikdash.

Rabbi Soloveitchik highlighted this
notion based on a Mishnah which spells
out the degrees of holiness that permeate
in the Land of Israel (Mishna Keilim 1:6):
“There are ten levels of holiness found in
the Land.” The mishnah begins by listing
three mitzvot that reflect its holiness: The
Omer offering brought from barley that
grows in Israel, the loaves of bread offered
on Shavuot which are made from the wheat
of the Land, and the first fruit, Bikkurim,
taken from the seven species of Israel.

The Rav asked: Why does the Mishnah
delineate only three examples of holiness?
Surely these are not the only laws that per-
tain to the unique status of holiness in the
Land. Why are other examples, such as
maaser, terumah, and challah, not included
here?

He offered a penetrating answer: The
mishnah is focused on the distinct kedu-
sha which emanates from the makom
hamikdash (‘the place of the Temple’). This
explains why the mishnah also delineates
the ten regions of holiness. Areas which
are in closer proximity to the Temple hold
a more intensive degree of holiness. The
areas of the Temple itself have a more



potent kedusha. From that very spot kedu-
sha spreads through the Land - but does
not extend past the borders of Israel.

In contrast to the kedusha that emanates
from the Makom Hamikdash, there is holi-
ness embedded in the Land itself. This
manifestation of kedusha is found in the
soil of the Land and relates to the laws of
shemittah, maaser, terumah and others.

In sum, the halacha actually identifies a
double measure of kedusha that is manifest
in the Land of Israel.

Identifying the Holiness of Jerusalem

The most important single object in
Jerusalem was the Ark, the Aron Kodesh,
containing the tablets and the original
Torah. This stood in the Holy of Holies
on an outcrop of bedrock known as the
Even Shetiya, literally, the Foundation
Stone. The Talmud states that it is called

NEEDS FOOD

the “Foundation Stone” because it was the
foundation of the universe. As the Talmud
explains, this is because it was the very
first point at which God began the act of
creation (Tosefta, Yoma 2:12, Yoma 54b).
(See The Aryeh Kaplan Anthology 2, p.81)

The Rambam also asserts the historical
and spiritual significance of the place of the
Temple. It should be noted that he codified
this in the Mishneh Torah:

“It is universally accepted that the place
that David and Solomon built the Altar...
is the location where Abraham built the
Altar on which he prepared Isaac for
sacrifice. Noah built [the altar] on that
location when he left the ark. It was also
[the place] of the Altar on which Cain and
Abel brought sacrifices. [Similarly], Adam,
the first man, offered a sacrifice there
and was created at that very spot..” (Beit
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Habechirah 2: 2)

God’s Presence Never Left Jerusalem

Even though the Altar and the Temple no
longer stand in Jerusalem, the place retains
its holiness. The holiness of Jerusalem per-
tains to God’s presence, which can never be
nullified, as stated by the Rambam (Hilchot
Beit Habechira 6:16). For this reason, even
today, it is forbidden to enter the place
where the Beit HaMikdash originally stood.

The Location of the Holy Ark Today

The Rambam begins the fourth chapter
of Hilchot Beit HaBechira with the follow-
ing statement:

“There was stone in the western partition
of the Holy of Holies on which the ark was
placed. Before it, [were placed] the vial of
manna and Aharon’s staff. When Shlomo
constructed the Beit [Hamikdash], know-
ing that it would ultimately be destroyed,
he constructed a place for the ark to be
entombed below [the Holy of Holies] in
a deep maze-like vaults. King Yoshiyahu
commanded that the ark be entombed in
the chamber which Shlomo had built” (Beit
Habechira 4:1).

Joy In the Ever-present Holiness

The Talmud (Taanit 30b) states: “All who
mourn for Jerusalem merits and sees its
joy.” The Chatam Sofer (Chiddushei Cha-
tam Sofer, Bava Batra 60b) asks why does
the Talmud say that one sees its joy in the
present tense? It should be phrased, “If one
mourns for Jerusalem he will one day see -
in the future- its joy.” Rav Yitzchak Mirsky
answers that Yerushalayim is always full of
life. Its holiness is eternal. To some degree
one who is aware of the Temple and its
loss is also aware that the holiness of that
place remains intact and can never be

62 TORAH TIDBITS 1516 / BAMIDBAR

extinguished. In that sense the joy is experi-
enced deeply even in the present (Hegyonei
Halacha Vol. 2, p. 233-234).

Rabbi Yaakov Emden, in his Siddur,
comments on the phrase we say in Birkat
Hamazon: "Have mercy, Hashem our Lord,
on Jerusalem Your city...and on the great
and holy house...”. He points out that it is
puzzling to use the term have mercy on
something that no longer is in existence.
This prayer is not a prayer for its return,
it simply is a prayer for mercy on the Holy
City and its Temple. Rabbi Emden answers
that although the outer physical structure
is no longer present, the sanctity of the
Makom HaMikdash continues to endure.
We therefore petition for God’s mercy to
experience the Shechina in all its glory. (Sid-
dur Beit Yaakov, p.121) (Quoted in Hegyonei
Halacha, Mirsky, p. 234) m
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

True Love

As Sunday is Rosh Chodesh, we read
the special Haftorah of Machar Chodesh
on Shabbos. Why do we read this Hafto-
rah in place of the Haftorah for Parshat
Baminder? The words “Machar Chodesh”
tomorrow is Rosh Chodesh are found in this
Perek in Sefer Shmuel, but there appears to
be a deeper connection between Erev Rosh
Chodesh and this text.

In the beginning of Sefer Bereishit, the
Midrash shares that when the great lumi-
naries were first created, they were equal
in size. When the moon complained that
two kings couldn’t use one crown, Hash-
em’s reaction was to make the moon
smaller. Was this a childish squabble? And
was Hashem’s reaction meant as a punish-
ment? In order to understand the Midrash,
we need to appreciate what the moon was
really saying.

The moon was asking a fundamental
question - why is it that the world was cre-
ated with competition and with struggle.
Even today, we see this struggle and vying
for dominance - nations, communities
and people struggle in so many ways.The
moon asked why, why is this competition
necessary?

Hashem’s answer to the moon was not
a punishment, as the moon was not jeal-
ous. The moon was trying to find a world
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without struggle and competition, but
Hashem’s answer was that the world needs
healthy struggle, drive and motivation to
further development and growth. His mes-
sage to the moon was to make itself smaller.
Competing forces can get along - the sun
and the moon can work together if one
becomes smaller and makes space for the
other. Healthy interactions are predicated
on each party being able to recognize, listen
and respect each other's thoughts and ideas
and make room for the other.

To the naked eye, the moon appears to
wax and wane through the month. It is
on Erev Rosh Chodesh that the moon is
invisible and gives the whole stage to the
sun, demonstrating that there is potential
for a world free of struggle and interper-
sonal agitation. Competing forces can work
together and beings can respect boundar-
ies and live harmoniously.

The human example that exemplifies this
relationship of interpersonal harmony and
lack of competition is Dovid and Yonatan.
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Yonaton, who was heir to his father’s throne
was willing to cede his position to Dovid
and give up the most prized position, the
kingship. In Pirkei Avot, 5:19, the example
given for true love is Dovid and Yonaton,
Ahava Sheino Teluya B’Davar, a love that
was not dependent on any outside force or
object.

The Haftorah reminds us that we can
and should make space for others and that
the world CAN be free of strife, unhealthy
competition and dominance. How reas-
suring that man can build relationships of
mutual respect and perfect harmony. May
we merit that day speedily in our days. &

Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman is the found-
ing director of the Orthodox Union Women'’s
Initiative and the rebbetzin of the Lower
Merion Synagogue in Bala Cynwyd, PA.
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Planting a
Fruit Tree
He May Uproot

Question: We want to plant a fruit tree in
our yard, but if we can work it out, we will
expand our house and will need to uproot
the tree. Is it alright to plant it in these
circumstances?

Answer: The Torah forbids cutting down
fruit trees (Devarim 20:19). This is the strict-
est application of the concept not to be
destructive (see Rambam, Melachim 6:8).
The gemara and poskim identify “non-de-
structive” cases where it is permitted to cut
them down.

The gemara grants permission in the fol-
lowing cases: 1. The tree no longer produces
a kav (a relatively small amount) of fruit
(Bava Kama 91b-92a). 2. It is worth more
for wood than for fruit (see Rashi, ad loc.). 3.
It is significantly damaging a more valuable
tree (see Tosafot ad loc.). 4. It is damaging
another’s property (Bava Batra 26a).

The Rosh (Bava Kama 8:15) learns from
the above that one may cut down a tree
if needed to use its location, which the
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Taz (Yoreh Deah 116:6) applies to build-
ing a home. Most poskim say this includes
expanding a home, assuming the addition
is more valuable than the tree (see Yabia
OmerV, YD 12).

Your case might seem to be clearly fine.
If it will be permitted to cut down the tree,
but you want to plant it because of the good
chance you will not build, why shouldn’t
you? One possible issue is that not all agree
how far to extend the Talmudic leniencies
(see discussion, ibid.). Therefore, there is
reason to avoid a situation that might be for-
bidden. However, leniency regarding house
expansion is accepted enough for this not to
be a major impediment.

The more intriguing hesitation is based
on the possibility that the prohibition of
cutting down fruit trees extends beyond
halachic norms. Regarding the need-based
leniencies (#2-#4 above), one can ask
whether in cases of net gain, the cutting
down is permitted because it is not consid-
ered a destructive act at all (see Rambam
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Melachim 6:8), as is correct regarding other
cases of bal tashchit. The alternative is that
cutting down a fruit tree is always regret-
table, just that the Torah allowed it when
“necessary.” If so, there is reason to avoid
the situation wherein justified leniency is
necessary. (Parallel concepts include bitul
issur Uchatchila and mechaven melachto
b’moed - further analysis is beyond our
scope.)

The latter approach is strengthened by
the opinions (see discussion in Etz Hasa-
deh 10:1) that even when one is halachically
permitted to cut down a tree, it can cause
bad fortune (see Pesachim 50b) or even
danger (see Bava Kama 91b). This prompted
some poskim to say that even when there
is a serious need to cut down the tree, one
would be wise to have a non-Jew, to whom
the prohibition does not apply, do it (see
Shut Chatam Sofer, YD 102). Therefore, even
if, as seems to be the case, we do not have
the basis to prohibit setting up a situation
where one might have valid cause to cut
down the tree, we cannot say confidently
that it is wise to do so.

It will not help to cut down the tree before
it has the “minimum amount” of fruit for
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the prohibition, because that amount is a
sign of lack of long-time feasibility for old
trees (see Rambam, ibid. 9), not for young
trees that are expected to be fruitful. How-
ever, there are further grounds for leniency
based on the opinions that the prohibition
does not apply to a tree planted with inten-
tion to cut it down (see Etz Hasadeh 8:7).

An idea to mitigate the situation is to plant
the tree in a way that it can be effectively
transplanted, as many permit or consider
it an added reason for leniency (She’eilat
Yaavetz I:78). If you do so in a non-per-
meable encasing, it might be considered
not planted, so that perhaps moving it
will be easier and even without halachic
consequence (Chazon Ish, Dinei Orla 32)
Consider, though, that transferring it to the
ground may restart the years of orla (ibid.).

In summary, assuming the lack of serious
need to plant the tree right away, there is
logic to wait for more clarity whether you
will build. However, we would not say it
is forbidden to plant the tree; we also sug-
gested mitigating steps. m
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The Bikkurim Festival at
Agricultural Settlements in
the Early Zionist Period #1

In 5684 (1924), the kibbutzim in the Jezreel
Valley celebrated what they called the Bik-
kurim Festival. They placed a different, new
emphasis on Shavuot—in place of the tra-
ditional holiday celebrated throughout the
generations with a focus on the giving of the
Torah, Torah learning throughout the night,
and, of course, eating dairy foods and cheese-
cake. The farmers saw their agricultural
work in the Land of Israel as imbued with
deep historical significance, viewing it as a
renewal of the bond between the Jewish peo-
ple and their land following the long years
of exile. This ceremony was very symbolic,
focusing on the values of the agricultural
settlements of the time—values that greatly
differed and even flew in the face of tradi-
tional Jewish values. Over the years, many
additional kibbutzim and moshavim joined
in the celebration of this festival.

Such festivals took place on Shavuot itself or
on the Shabbat preceding Shavuot (their day
off) and received the enthusiastic support of
national institutions, the Zionist Administra-
tions, and JNF-KKL. Rabbis began to relate to
these festivities in 5687 (1927), the third year
of their existence, due to their public nature
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and the advertisements of the festivities. The
main focus of these rabbis was the desecra-
tion of Shabbat and Shavuot in the Jewish
people’s national homeland, sanctioned by
its national institutions. Chief Rabbis Yaakov
Meir and Avraham Yitzchak Kook, as well as
other rabbis, tried to persuade the celebrants
to hold their festivities on weekdays preced-
ing or following Shavuot, with partial success.

Additional halachic problems with the
ceremony

Besides the desecration of Shabbat and
Shavuot, related questions arose with respect
to the content of the ceremony, namely the
consecration of the bikkurim, the first fruits.
If the festival is specifically called the Bik-
kurim Festival” and involves placing fruits
from the seven species in baskets and call-
ing the fruit bikkurim,” does this constitute
consecrating the fruit as bikkurim (is this a
prohibition when not performed correctly)?
Furthermore, once designated as bikkurim,
are these fruits now forbidden for eating and
benefit, as were bikkurim in Temple times?
In 5687, Rabbi Kook wrote a detailed respon-
sum on this topic (Mishpat Kohen 57). More
next week. B
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A Colorful
Unity

Recent months have seen division, dis-
content and strife here in the State of
Israel. The city of Jerusalem - literally the
'city of Peace' - has been the site of conflict;
plagued with protests and demonstrations.

But is there room for diversity in Judaism?
A multiplicity of voices? Pluralism?

The Torah describes the encampments
of the Tribes of Israel in the Wilderness.
The camp was divided into four forma-
tions, each containing three tribes. Every
tribe had its own banner or flag, repre-
senting its unique quality: “The Children
of Israel shall encamp, each man by his
banner according to the insignias of their
father’s household” (Bamidbar 2:2). In fact,
the Midrash describes in great detail the
colors and symbols of each flag (Bamidbar
Rabbah 2:7).

But banners and flags and symbols can
be divisive.

According to Rabbi Yaakov Kame-
netsky, this is precisely why the tribes are
instructed to create flags after the inaugu-
ration of the Mishkan. The Mishkan was a
unifying force: A central location where
Jews of every stripe and color can join
together in the service of Hashem.

There is room in our tradition for
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BY RABBI SHIMSHON HAKOHEN NADEL
Mara D'atra, Kehilat Zichron Yosef, Har Nof
OU Israel Faculty

different symbols and banners - for diver-
sity —so long as we can join together under
one larger tent.

Interestingly, the Torah commands that
the Mishkan to be covered with the skin
of the Tachash, a symbol of diversity. The
Talmud (Shabbat 28a-28b) describes this
elusive creature: It only existed during the
days of Moshe, it was a kosher animal, had
a coat of many colors and a single horn on
its forehead. Rashi, in his comments to She-
mot 25:5, writes: “It was a type of animal
that existed only at that time. It had many
colors, therefore Targum renders it Sus-
gona for it rejoices (sus) and prides itself
with its many colors (gevanim).”

The Mishkan - the focal point of Jewish
worship - is covered with the skin of an ani-
mal that rejoices in its many colors. Like
a majestic tapestry, the Jewish people join
together in the service of Hashem in the
Mishkan, and celebrate their diversity.

We are indeed a diverse community. It
is our challenge, but it is also our strength.
This is the unique quality of the Jewish Peo-
ple. It is part of our fiber; the very fabric of
who we are.

This week we celebrate Yom Yerusha-
layim. We express our gratitude for the gift
that Hashem gave us during those six mirac-
ulous days in June, 1967. And just like the
Mishkan, Jerusalem is a unifying force. The
Psalmist writes: “The built up Jerusalem is
a city that fosters togetherness. For there



the tribes ascended, the tribes of Hashem,
as a testimony of Israel to give thanks to the
name of the Lord” (Psalm 122). It is here
that all of Israel would ascend to the Holy
Temple to serve Hashem together. Jerusa-
lem was “not divided among the Tribes”
(Yoma 12a). Each and every Tribe had a
place. Each could call it home.

But by its very nature, Jerusalem is also
a diverse city. Even a brief visit to the Kotel
Plaza attests to this. One, trying to pray,
is barraged by the sounds of competing
Minyanim: Sephardic chanting, Chassidic
shouting, Carlebach singing. Each group
expresses their devotion to Hashem
through the voice of their unique liturgical
tradition. And what appears to be a disso-
nant cacophony is in reality one glorious
symphony.

Jerusalem, much like the banners and

flags of Bamidbar, represents a colorful
unity. It is a city of diversity and together-
ness all at once. And that’s the way it should
be.m

Rabbi Shimshon HaKohen Nadel lives and
teaches in Jerusalem, where he serves as
Mara D'atra of Har Nof's Kehilat Zichron
Yosef and Rosh Kollel of the Sinai Kollel and
Chovevei Zion's Kollel Boker.
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Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD

As parents, we often think that as time
goes on, our acquired experience ought
to make parenting simpler. But what
many parents find is that as their child
gets older, the challenges of parenting
become more complex. One aspect of
this complexity that many parents raise
is the shifting relationship with their
child as the child grows through adoles-
cence into early adulthood. During this
time, the child is clearly going through
an array of transitions, both externally
and internally. As a result, the relation-
ship between the child and his parents
is changing, and parents may struggle as
they navigate this shift.

Most parents understand that for a
younger child, instruction, guidance, and
oversight are intrinsic to their roles as par-
ents. Parents also know that just because
they utter “Baruch she’petarani“ that does
not mean the end of their responsibili-
ties toward their child. However, most
parents recognize that at a certain point,
their child becomes an adult, and as such,
he is now responsible for himself and
his own decisions. Ideally, the child and
his parents form what we might call an
“adult relationship.” The challenge that
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many parents face is figuring out how to
successfully adapt their relationship with
a younger child into an adult relationship
with an adult child.

One reason this transition period is
confusing is that the duration of the shift
to adulthood, for many people, is not uni-
form and may stretch over many years.
The traditional Western value, even if
it was never reality for many people, is
that a person turns 18 and becomes fully
responsible for himself. He starts to earn
some money, lives on his own, pays his own
way, and looks to get married, all in fairly
short order. All of these lifecycle milestones
would indicate that the child has become
an adult.

But in today’s world, and especially in
frum communities, the markers of adult-
hood are far less clear. Young adults are
typically not able to pay their own way, due
to some combination of advanced Torah
study, attending college or university, and
a higher cost of living. There is also an
emphasis on marriage, such that young
men and women marry and have children
years before they are able to financially
support their young family. This compli-
cated reality can make it difficult to figure
out the contours of an adult relationship
between parents and their child.

The slow march toward independence
means that there are not clear demar-
cations for where the child exists in his



development into adulthood. Emotion-
ally, the child has likely developed his
own way of thinking, and has a sense of
which choices are best for him in life.
However, in many other ways, he lacks
the knowledge, experience, or material
resources to bring his ideas to fruition.
The young adult remains dependent on
his parents, which leads to complica-
tions in their relationships. He wants
to be independent, he has the emotional
capacity for independence, he may head
a household with his own children—and
yet, he remains dependent on his par-
ents for basic needs. How can parents
navigate this complex and ambiguous sit-
uation so that they end up with a positive,
supportive, and meaningful relationship
with their adult child?

Of course, each relationship is different,
and there is no single answer for how to
achieve the desired outcome. But I'd like
to suggest one idea that may be helpful to
consider.

As a parent, you can assess in which
of life’s domains your child seems inde-
pendent, and in which he still requires
your help. As he gets older, you will likely
observe that he is increasingly capable of
independence and does not require your
intervention to be successful, with few
aspects of life benefiting from your direct
intervention. In my experience, conflict
often arises when parents act or commu-
nicate in a way that suggests that because
the adult child is dependent on them in one
domain, they view him as dependent in
other domains oflife. This blurring oflines
is often well-intentioned—parents only
want what is best for their child; however,

failure to recognize and respect the child’s
independence can interfere with develop-
ing the relationship that both the parents
and child are looking for.

This is just one of many aspects of this
question to consider, but it can be a useful
start. The more that parents can under-
stand and honor their child’s emerging
independence, the more honest, respect-
ful, and collaborative the relationship can
be, which is the goal of most parents and
children alike.

Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD is a Licensed Clinical
Psychologist (Israel and U.S.) offering Evi-
dence-Based Solutions for Individuals and
Couples

Feel free to send in any parenting
questions you may have to
parenting@ouisrael.org (Details will be
changed to preserve anonymity).
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IT WAS.. ;

NO, NO, NO!

REMEMBER, BENTZ? YOU KEPT TRYING T0N | 7 PERIoH THE VERY THOUGHT! :; /" LIKE THE TIME YOU ASSURED
IMPRESS ME WITH HOW MUCH YOU Khow, | |/ ' DIDN'T MAKE UP FACTS, 1 JUST... SHARED ME THE BLUE SLUSH YOU
S0 YOU KEPT INVENTING FACTS... LESSER-KNOWN INFORMATION, THAT NORMAL BOUGHT US WAS MADE WITH
: & ENCYCLOPEDIAS AND RESARCHERS SEEM TD REAL SMURFS?

OVERLOOK FOR SOME REASON...!
. ==\ (OH, OF COURSE YOU DI,

14% OF THE (ABBAGES
SOLD HERE CAN DO
BACK-FLIPS WHEN
ND ONE’S LOOKING?

OR HOW YOU CLAIMED TO KNOW EVERYTHING THERE
WAS TD KNOW ABOUT GREENGROCERY...7

EXCUSE ME, MY FINE FELLOW, COULD WE
HAVE THAT SCANDINAVIAN WILD MEADDW-
SEMI-DRY DECAF UNLEADED SPRING-MARROW,
FOR THE LOVELY LADY? :

THAT? IT°S A BALOON,
GENIVS...

WELL, ALTHOUGH THE SHUR

HASN'T CHANGED MUCH
SINCE THEN.

...IT MUST BE REASSURINE
TO KNOW THAT | MOST
CERTAINLY HAVE!

OH, YES, NO MORE ™
QUIBBLE-WORTHY
DOUBTFUL
INFORMATION FROM
ME, MADAME!

NO,
NO, YOU'LL ONLY GET
FIRM FOUNDATIONABLE
| FACTS FROM ME FROM
NOW ON!
FOR EXAMPLE...
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FOUNDED IN THE LATE 18005 BY ARAB MARCHANTS " ORIGINALLY CALLED “THE VALERO SHUK”, AFTER THE JEWISH

FROM NEIGHBOURING AREAS, THE "SHUK"” WAS A BUSINESSMAN WHO OWNED THE LAND, THE MARKET LACKED BASIC
WELCOME INNOVATION FOR LOCALS WHO FOUND IT

DIFFICULT TO SCHLEP DOWN TO THE OLD CITY MARKETS
FOR SHOPPING.

SANITARY REQUIREMENTS, SUCH AS RUNNING WATER, LIGHTING AND
SEWAGE SYSTEMS...

HE’S ON A ROLL NOW, THERE'LL
BE NO STOPPING HIM UNTIL HE \
COMPLETES HIS LECTURE... >
OH, THESE LOOK NICE...

...PARTICULARLY DURING PERIODS WHEN THE JEWS
OF YERUSHALAYIM FELT THREATENED AND
HESITATED TO ENTER THE WALLS...

CONTRARY TO COMMON BELIEF, THE SHUK’S NAME
HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE ENCAMPMENT OF THE
TRIBE OF YEHUDA IN THE SINAI DESERT (AS CHARTED

IN THIS WEEK'S PARSHA) — BUT IS RATHER NAMED

AFTER YEHUDA NAVON, ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF
THE ADJOINING “MACHANE YEHUDA” NEIGHBOURHO0D../

| HEY, BENTZ, THERE" S
THE
“THE HALVA KINGDOM!”
REMEMBER YOU ONCE
TASTED EVERY ONE OF
THE 100 OR SO
FLAVOURS SO YOU
COULD GET ME THE
YUMMIEST OF THEM

THE BRITISH
MANDATE'S PLANS TO
RENOVATE THE
SHUK FELL THROUGH,
AND IT REMAINED
SHABBY AND

DISORDERLY UNTIL THE
19805s... A

| THINK |
ENJOYED
THIS OUTING
MORE BEFORE
HE LAUNCHED

INTO LECTURE

o N;
n3na na'mn

| SHOULD L,
GET HIM TO
SNAP OUT OF

IT.. BUT HOW?

..WHICH WAS ALL VERY ROMANTIC UNTIL i
» YI]UR STOMACH REALISED WHAT HAD HAPPENED...

...WHEN THE SHUK HAD A COMPLETE "MACHANE YEHUDA HAS
SOCCER TEAM TO BOOST ITS NAME... INTERESTING THAN (T

USED TO BE...

THIRD SALMON HERE IS
CALLED BRIAN?!

WELL, GOOD FOR IT.
IT’S A SHAME THAT, WITH ALL

\
i OF THE SHUK’S PROGRESS
OVER THE YEARS...
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OU-JLIC

Aaron Shalman

- JLIC Givat Shmuel
* From:

Riverdale, NY

In this week’s parsha, we read, “And
Hashem spoke to Moses in the Sinai Des-
ert, in the Tabernacle (Tu1n 7mx) on the first
day of the second month...”(Bamidbar 1:1).
The Noam Elimelech, Reb Elimelech of Liz-
hensk explains this pasuk is suggesting to
man how to best behave. “In the Sinai Des-
ert”- just like the Torah was given at Har
Sinai, Hashem chose this mountain from
all other mountains, not because of height
or beauty, which had neither of these attri-
butes, but because it was the smallest and
humblest among all the mountains- so too
man should be “greatly subdued in one’s
own eyes”- meaning that man should be
humble and stay away from pride.

But such thoughts could cause someone
to always be in a state of depression and
be sad which is an obstacle in the ways

Please note the updated
mailing address for the
OU Israel Center:

OU Israel
22 Keren Hayesod
POBox 1441
Jerusalem 9101302
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of worshipping Hashem. As it says in the
Gemara, “ the Shechinah rests [upon man]
neither in indolence nor in gloom nor in
frivolity nor in levity” (Pesachim 117a).

Therefore, when man is in a situation of
“Sinai Desert”, he must not forget to also
be “in the Tabernacle (Tuin 9mn)”, that is to
feel like he is in the state of mind of the joy
of the season (Tun)- to be in the happiness
of the Chag! One should not forget to be
happy, otherwise he will be in a state of
depression which will create an obstacle
in worshipping Hashem.

If man should ask himself,” Since I have
sinned so much, how could I be happy?
How can I repent?”, and on this thought
the Torah says, “on the first day of the
second month” - man must do teshuva
with joy in spite of everything and say to
himself, “From today onwards I will uplift
myself from my old ways and start afresh.
I'm reborn”.

If he does so- he is no longer the same
person he was even a second before,
rather new and clean, and now rejoices
full heartedly. The Noam Elimelech com-
ments on this, “ This is called a renewal
that will be renewed as a new creature”.
And that is what the Torah means when it
says, “ first day (of renewal) of the second
month”- because man is renewed (reborn)
twice: on the day he is born, and the day he
repents and is absolved of all his sins.

We must always be reminded that even if



man sins- he should not feel despair, rather HJ LE

May we all learn to be in the mindset of CARDO PROPERTIES
change and become reborn in time for the FOR RENT
Chag'm IN THE CITY CENTER

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals.
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and
welcoming Jewish community for students and
young professionals; providing engaging and
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing
resources for personal and religious growth,
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support,
religious guidance and leadership development.
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar llan University
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact:
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org H_I I_E

Rechavia - Keren Hayesod
St., 3-bedroom unfurnished
apt. available for rent starting
immediately, 2nd floor,
dining area, good condition,
2 bathrooms, 1 shower,
balconies, excellent location,
near public transportation

Asking: 8500nis/month
CALL: 0522604394

JERUSALEM
DAY

]
e g e

Large b Koom
Penthouse includes
High end Furniture

and Fittings 4,800,000

JERUSALEM PROJECTS

Panoramic Views high
level finishes from
2,565,000 NIS

Luxury 4 Rooms
totally redone with
sea views , walk to

beach 3,300,000 NIS

RANANA PROJECTS

High Level 3,4,5
room options large
balconies from

3,585,000 NIS

Projects in North
South Netanya to
suite all budgets and
Requirements

NEVE SHAMIR PROJECTS

oo N gl

High demand Valley

& Park views 3,4,5

rooms Garden and
Penthouse options

Tel/WhatsApp IL +972 50 446 9515 | Office +972 2 568 6578
www.israel-properties.com | toviyah@israel-properties.com

SAMEACH

IS RAEL

——== PROPERTIES m——

BY STAMELMAN & PARTNERS

Toviyah 050 446 9515
Daniel 053 444 0928
Sara 054 456 9998
Lara 058 6611968
Yehuda 052 564 0130
Debbie 058 322 9858
Hillel 053 425 4449
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Come Together

We live in a time where unfortunately
there is a lot of machloket within Am
Yisrael. There are many huge and funda-
mental disagreements about what Medinat
Yisrael is meant to be.

Sometimes it seems scary and unpredict-
able when we see the news of the massive
protests going on in the streets and people
throwing around words like “civil war”. It
seems like achdut is very far from the real-
ity that we live in. However, we have to ask,
what is the true nature of achdut? Does this
mean that everyone is supposed to agree
about everything?

In our parsha we learn about the dif-
ferent flags and arrangements of the
various tribes of Am Yisrael. Every tribe
had their own flag, symbol, and expertise.
12 uniquely different groups made up the
Jewish people. Reuven Jews are different
from Shimon Jews, and Dan Jews are dif-
ferent from Binyamin Jews. Each with their
own culture and lineage. Nevertheless all
of the tribes are part of the Jewish people.

Hashem created the Jewish people to
be diverse, this isn’t something to fear but
rather something to celebrate. Rav Kook
writes that the word mw is often misunder-
stood to mean peace, however that is not

78 TORAH TIDBITS 1516 / BAMIDBAR

TORAH 4 TEENS

NCSY ISRAEL

oM w nunm'i npYnna

the true essence of oiyw. True o17w means
completeness, when all sides despite their
differences learn to work together.

One side does not have to change itself
for the other, rather each must learn to
appreciate the other, together this creates
the beautiful tapestry of Am Yisrael. For
each of us we should look to find the good
in our friends and family, instead of feel-
ing distance because of our differences. We
can use it as a way to appreciate the other.

Developing this type of achdut is the only
way we can properly receive the Torah this
coming Shavuot, as Rashi says 171 1NN w2
TN, one person with one heart.

Shabbat Shalom

""""""" . Koby Erdfarb
. : 11th Grade, Efrat

Count Me In

Parshat Bamidbar begins
with Hashem commanding Moshe to count
Am Yisroel. Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
asks, why does Hashem want Am Yisroel
counted? Hashem doesn’t know how many
people there are?

In addition, counting people can be seen
as devaluing the importance and unique-
ness of each individual by saying that they
are all interchangeable or unimportant.
When an inmate is put into jail one of the
first things that is done is that they are given
an inmate number. This lesson was never
clearer than in Auschwitz when the Nazi’s




numbered the Jews as they arrived. You are
no longer a person with a name, just a num-
ber. Yet, we know that Hashem values each
and every Jewish neshama. So how do we
reconcile these two competing ideas?

If you look carefully at the psukim, when
Hashem commands Moshe to count the
Jewish people, he tells him to count them
while “lifting up their heads.” This unique
language dictates that every Jew should feel
proud to be counted among Hashem’s chil-
dren. Itinstills in them the confidence that
each and every one of them can contribute
to society through their own unique gifts
and talents. When Hashem told Moshe to
count the Jews, he wasn’t devaluing them,
rather the opposite, he was showing them
how unique and important each and every
one of them are to him.

Our lesson is to realize that even though
we may have varying levels of observance
or different political views, every Jew is
important and has what to offer Am Yis-
rael and the world as a whole. As chag
Shavuot approaches we need to internal-
ize this lesson and celebrate receiving the
Torah as we did at Har Sinai. K'Ish Echod
Belev Echad, a united Jewish people and
know that Hashem loves us.

Shabbat shalom m

Arthur Samuels, DPM
S
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& America
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Real Life Rescues

Amid Rocket Barrage Towards
the City, Rishon LeZion Man
Saved From Cardiac Arrest

Last Friday, amid the rocket barrages aimed at Israel
from Gaza, a man in his 50s collapsed in a shopping
center near Rishon LeZion having suffered a
spontaneous cardiac arrest. After bystanders began
screaming for help, staff members from a clinic
inside the shopping center arrived at the scene and
called emergency services for backup.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Daniel Tubiana had
just finished responding to another emergency when
he was alerted to the incident by the shopping center.
He immediately headed to the mall on his ambucycle
and found the staff from the clinic performing CPR
on the patient, with a defibrillator attached. He
joined in the resuscitation efforts, performing chest
compressions and providing assisted ventilation to
the patient. After several minutes of intense work,
which included three electric shocks administered
by the AED, the patient regained full consciousness.

“It was an amazing feeling,” recounted Daniel. Just an
hour earlier, | arrived at the scene of another cardiac
arrest after the patient’s pulse was restored. Now |
responded to a second incident in which a person
also suffered a cardiac arrest, and this time | had
the privilege of saving a life. For me, this was very
powerful, more so than regular rescues particularly
given the current security context."

Despite the tense situation in Rishon LeZion due
to multiple rocket attacks against the city, Tubiana
remained calm and focused during the incident.
"Indeed, | felt i

a sense of
urgency due to
the situation,"
Tubiana said.
"But | was
determined  to
do my job and
help those in
need.”

Eoood
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