PROBING

istening to the Torah reading this
week can be a rather difficult
challenge. The first parasha of
B’har delineates the various mitzvot that
would be incumbent upon Israel to observe
upon their entry to the land, including the
laws of Shemita and of Yovel, as well as
the proper the regulations regarding the
sale and redemption of ancestral estates.
In short, the first parasha lays down these
requirements to impress upon the nation
the inherent sanctity of the land — and the
privilege they received to live there. In con-
trast to that theme, the second parasha of
B’chukotai focuses on the punishments and
eventual exile from the land were the peo-
ple to ignore the holiness of Eretz Yisrael
and fail to observe those laws and regu-
lations. The theme of the second parasha,
therefore, is one a denial of the sanctity of
the land and the loss of our privilege to live
there.
One parasha of promise; one parasha of
doom.
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Further upsetting our peaceful Shabbat
is the worrying choice of past scholars to
read the 16th and 17th prakim of Sefer
Yirmiyahu for our haftarah. These chapters
seem, at first glance, to focus our attention
upon the tochacha (admonition) portion
of B’chukotai, with the navi’s harsh words
assailing the sins of the people. The navi’s
forewarnings such as: “Chatat Yehuda
Kk’tuva b’et barzel” — “The sin of Yehuda is
written with a pen of iron”, or “v’ha’avad’ti-
cha et oyvecha ba’aretz asher lo yad’ta”
— “I shall make you serve your enemies in
a land you do not know”...” and “’ki esh
k’dachtem b’api, ad olam tukad”” - “the fire
you've kindled in My anger will glow into
the future.” - these are not messages that
we would want to keep in our hearts as we
turn back to our tefillah on Shabbat!

With these disconcerting thoughts, I
turned to HaRav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch
to see how he understands these troubling
messages. And I am glad that I did. Rav
Hirsch sees this haftarah in a totally dif-
ferent light. “Hashem Uzi U'ma’uzi”, the
opening words of the haftarah, praising
Hashem as his “strength and refuge”, sets
the tone for the entire haftarah, argues Rav
Hirsch. The navi, who was witness to the
destruction of the Mikdash and the galut
of his people, nonetheless glorifies G-d as
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his “strength” and his “refuge” because he
does not see the galut experience simply
as a punishment. Rather, he sees the sad
years of the Diaspora as a prelude to the
great redemption.

As Rav Hirsch writes:

“G-d, who made this powerless, help-
less, abandoned...people triumphant, and
gave them indomitable independence and
endurance ...and always accorded them
refuge and salvation in every hour of dan-
ger....will ultimately gather all the nations
to Him.”

In the eyes of Rav Hirsch, our haftarah is
not a reflection of the tochacha in the para-
sha, but its very antithesis! Our ancients
chose this message of Yirmiyahu in order
to grant us comfort after having listened to
the tochecha. Israel’s survival of the galut
- with its sufferings, its pogroms, its ghet-
tos — proves why Hashem is “Uzi Uma’uzi”.
The terrible tochacha of the parasha must
be seen as the precursor to the magnificent
geula!

And, when we see the haftarah as Rav
Hirsch does, if we regard the parasha’s
admonitions as part of the redemption pro-
cess, we are able to return to our tefillot in
a much better frame of mind.

I know that I will! m
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AMAZING COTTAGE, BET HAKEREM, JLM
4.58R | 179m? built | on 3 levels | 180m? garden | renovated
PRICE REDUCTION! NIS 7,950,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

2 RENOVATED STUDIO APTS, MACHANE YEHUDA, JLM
2rooms | 3¢ floor | 15+18m? | rented out for NIS 2700+2500
NIS 1,590,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

COLZY & AIRY APT, MACHANE YEHUDA, JLM
2BR | 4™ floor | 45m? built | 4m? balcony
NIS 1,910,000 - Mendel: 052-720-3497

SPECTACULAR PENTHOUSE, OLD KATAMON, JLM
4.5 BR penthouse |140m?| roof terrace with view
NIS 7,490,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

ATTRACTIVE PROPERTY, NACHLAOT, JLM
2BR | 65m?|balcony | parking | storage
NIS 2,730,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

APT WITH GORGEOUS VIEW, HAR HOMA, JLM
3BR[81m?| 2 bathrooms | Ground floor out of 5
PRICE REDUCTION! NIS 2,980,000 - Ouriel: 058-516-1356

EXCELLENT APT FOR INVESTMENT, FRENCH HILL, JLM
2BR | 7thfloorout of 7 | 63 sgm | in process of Pinui Binui
2,250,000 NIS - Ouriel: 058-516-1356

FOR SALE: AMAZING DUPLEX PENTHOUSE, EFRAT:
4BR, 168 sgm | large balconies | 3 exposures
NIS 3,895,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

COTTAGE WITH TREMENDOUS POTENTIAL, EFRAT
6BR | 190m? | on 4 levels | 3 baths | sukkah balcony
NIS 3,690,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

BEAUTIFUL SEMI-DETACHED HOME, EFRAT
5BR | 3 stories | 180m? built | 160m? garden
NIS 4,950,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

FABULOUS APT WITH CHARMING YARD, MITZPE YERICHO
6BR | 165m?2built | 70m? garden | storage unit
Price reduction! For more info: Mordechai: 052-720-3089

PRIVATE HOME WITH STUNNING VIEW, MITZPE YERICHO
5BR | 4 baths | 330m? built | 500m? lot | sukkah balcony
NIS 4,300,000 - Mordechai: 052-720-3089
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