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1st aliya (Vayikra 25:1-18) 
Shmita: The Land of Israel has 
its Shabbat.  Work 6 years, the 

7th is a Shabbat to G-d.  What grows on its 
own is available to be used.  Yovel: 7 cycles 
of 7 years are followed by Yovel, the 50th 
year, the Jubilee year.  It is holy; pronounce 
liberty throughout the Land.  Slaves go 
free; Land returns to its original owner.  
When selling your Land, do not abuse the 
buyer knowing the Land will return to you 
in the 50th year.  Sell it commensurate with 
the years the buyer will have until Yovel.  
Keeping these laws will allow you to be 
secure in the Land.

The theme of holiness is expanded yet 
again.  We have had holiness in the Mik-
dash, our approach to Him in His home.  

KI TEITZEII We have had holiness in food.  Holiness 
in relationships; those permitted and 
those not.  Holiness in time; Shabbat and 
holidays.  Now we are introduced to the 
holiness of the Land of Israel.  

There are 2 aspects to the holiness of the 
Land of Israel.  First, it is the Land of the 
Jewish nation.  We have unique laws of 
kindness in agriculture; leaving parts for 
the poor, giving support to the Kohanim 
and Leviim.  These laws only apply in our 
Land, where we build our unique Jewish 
society.  

And second, our Land is where G-d has 
invited us to be close to Him.  We are closest 
to Him in His home, in the Mikdash.  And 
in Jerusalem, His city.  But the holiness of 
proximity to Him seeps outward from Jeru-
salem to the entire Land.  Hence, the Land is 
holy both in our standing close to the King.  
And in it being our unique Homeland, 
the place where we live according to our 
unique laws, reflecting Jewish philosophy.

2nd aliya (25:19-28) Don’t be 
concerned that you will not 
have enough to eat if you rest 

the Land; I will provide.  Let the Land not 
be permanently sold; for the Land is Mine, 
you are but sojourners on it.  If one 
becomes needy and sells his field, redeem 
it.  The seller may also redeem it according 
to the years left until it returns to him in 
Yovel.  

After introducing our limited ownership 
in the Land of Israel, the Torah switches to 
our responsibilities one to another.  When 
people are in trouble, help them out.  The 
sale of a field cannot end well.  It’s losing a 
job.  In an agrarian society, what will this 
former landowner do for a living?  This 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

is the beginning of a downward spiral.  
Redeem his field; get it back for him, so he 
can make a living.  This is as the Talmud 
states: the highest form of tzedakah is giv-
ing a person a job.  Redeeming the field is 
returning his way of making a living to him.

3rd aliya (25:29-38) A house in 
a city may also be redeemed if 
sold, but only within the first 

year.  After that, the sale is permanent.  
Homes in open towns are considered like 
fields; they may be redeemed and they 
return in Yovel.  The towns of the Leviim, 
even if walled, are always able to be 
redeemed and they too return in Yovel.  
When one is in need, help him.  Do not 
charge interest; give him life.  I am G-d who 
took you out of Egypt to give you this Land 
and to be your G-d.

The Talmud points out that the progres-
sion of stories the Torah presents here is 
from bad to worse.  A forced sale of a field 
due to poverty.  Then the sale of a home.  
Then the need for a loan.  And in the next 
aliya, sold as a slave.  The cheapest tsedaka 
is the first one; getting the field back, avoid-
ing this whole collapse.

4th aliya (25:39-26:9) If one is 
sold to you as a slave, do not 
oppress him.  Treat him as a 

worker.  He goes free in the Yovel year.  For 
you are My servants.  Slaves purchased 
from the surrounding nations are prop-
erty that passes to future generations.  If a 
Jew is sold to a non-Jew, a relative shall 
redeem him, for the Jewish people are ser-
vants to Me; My servants that I redeemed 
from Egypt.  (Bechukotai) And if you will do 
all my mitzvot you will have bounty, peace, 
unusual success against your enemies.  I 
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5th aliya (26:10-46) And I will 
be in your midst; I, your G-d, 
You, my people.  I will remove 

the yokes from you and you will walk 
proudly.  But if you do not do My mitzvot, I 
too will not pay attention to you.  You will be 
subjected to illness, to enemies, to drought.  
If you persist in ignoring Me, I will persist in 
ignoring you, leaving you vulnerable to war, 
pestilence, famine.  Your holy places will be 
vanquished, your cities destroyed; you will 

be scattered around the world.  Then 
the Land will have the rest of its 
Shmita.  You will panic in your exile, 
afraid of a driven leaf.  You will admit 
your failings; I will remember my 
promises to you.  Even in your disper-
sion, I will not allow you to be 
destroyed.  

Failure to live up to the demands of 
this holy place brings desolation and 
exile.  The desolation of the Land of 
Israel without the Jewish people 
is legendary.  Chilling.  The Jewish 
diaspora, Jewish history, is predicted 
here; who needs a description of its 
fulfillment?  Jewish suffering in exile 
was taken by other religions to be a 
sign of the rejection of the Jew.  The 
return to the Land of Israel, so unex-
pected, so unprecedented, and so 
dynamic is a powerful refutation of 
that.  If the exile was Divine displea-
sure with our dismissive attitude to 
Him, the return to the Land can only 
be Divine pleasure in bringing us 
close.  And a charge for us; to never 
be dismissive of Him, but to engage, 
to search, to reach.  What privileged 
times we, the undeserving, are 

will turn to you, multiply you and fulfill My 
covenant with you.

Parshat Bechukotai, though short, is 
powerful.  Following an entire book of 
holiness, the stakes are laid out.  The pur-
suit of holiness in the land that is holy is 
a high stakes endeavor.  The achievement 
brings wonderful blessings; food, peace, 
health.  For us, who enjoy walking in this 
holy place, the blessings are abundant.  
Though we know from history, so is the 
…. opposite.



OU ISRAEL CENTER         15

fortunate to be a part of.  And how vigilant 
we need to be to not again be dismissive of 
Him in His land.

6th aliya (27:1-15) When you 
make a vow of your value to 
G-d, there are set values for dif-

ferent ages and stations.  This value is given 
to the Mikdash.  If you pledge an animal, it 
is given and should not be switched.  A 
pledge of a home may be given or 
redeemed.  

Following the chilling section of the 
curses, the book of Vayikra ends with a 
full chapter of laws of vows.  Generosity 
inspires contributions to the Mikdash.  
That’s a good thing.  The religious center 
of the Jewish people needs contributions.  
But this section is not only about what is 
given; but also what is not.  When I pledge 
my value, is my intent to become a monk, 
giving up my life to serve in the Mikdash?  
The Torah does not endorse that.  Pay 
money; keep your station in life.  The Torah 
imposes the interpretation of vows of peo-
ple and their value to be monetary gifts; 
but not Temple slaves.  If you pledge an 
animal?  Fine, let that become a sacrifice.  
But not you.  Or any around you.  A home 
too; the Torah does not want the Mikdash to 
acquire vast holdings.  Homes are for peo-
ple; the Mikdash is to be splendid, grand, 
and inspiring.  But it is not to become a vast 
financial empire.

7th aliya (27:16-34) If a field is 
pledged, it’s worth until Yovel is 
calculated.  That value is given to 

the Mikdash to redeem the field.  If it is not 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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redeemed, it remains with the Mikdash even 
after Yovel.  Property which becomes owned 
by the Mikdash may not be redeemed.  

Fields are the quintessential means of 
livelihood.  If you wanted the Mikdash to 
be a financial empire, fields would be the 
place to start.  But the Torah’s default is that 
a donation of a field ought to be redeemed.  
Fields are for the people to make a living; 
not for the Mikdash.

The book of Vayikra, the book of man’s 
approach to G-d, ends with a sober balance.  
While we approach G-d, dedicate our lives 
to Him, reach for Him, and He for us, the 
Torah protects us from going too far, from 
divesting of our assets, ridding ourselves of 
our homes and becoming a Temple slave, 
giving our all to the Mikdash.  Our chal-
lenge is to be holy in our homes and our 
fields while reaching for the Divine.

HAFTORAH 
YIRMIYAHU 16:19-17:14

The theme found in the Torah reading 

of blessings and curses is echoed in the 
haftorah which discusses the punishment 
to those who disregard God’s will and the 
reward to those who follow His will.

The courageous prophet Yirmiyahu 
scolds the people and warns them of the 
disaster if they maintain their idolatrous 
practices. Nothing less than exile from the 
Holy Land will come as the result of not 
having faith in God and commitment to 
the mitzvot.

Moreover, there is the positive outgrowth 
of obedience and loyalty to the Torah: 
“Blessed is the man who trusts in God; to 
whom God will be his trust. For he shall be 
like a tree planted by the water, and which 
spreads its roots out into a stream, so it will 
not be affected when heat comes, and its 
leaves shall be green, and in the year of 
drought will not be anxious, neither shall 
it cease from bearing fruit.”

The haftorah concludes with a declara-
tion of hope and salvation: “Heal me, O 
God, then shall I be healed; help me, then 
I shall be helped, for You are my praise!” 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

את שבתתי תשמרו ומקדשי תיראו )כו:ב(
“My Shabbats shall you observe, and My Sanctuary shall you revere” (26:2)
Why is Shabbat mentioned and moreover, why is the reverence for the Sanctuary mentioned together?
Rabbi Ovadiah Seforno (Italy 1475-1550) connected this verse to the following פarsha that discusses the 

punishment of Exile. He states that even without a Temple in Exile, we are to respect our Synagogues and 
Bati Medrash as such and keep the Sabbath.

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein zt”l gave another lesson here. He connected this phrase with the פarsha it is found 
in, which discusses the Laws of Hebrew slaves. The Hebrew slave may not learn from his gentile master.  The 
Hebrew slave may not adopt the manner that the heathens serve their deities, namely, that their entire wor-
ship and faith are centered around their temples. As a result, the temple itself, with all its images, becomes 
the focus of all their worship. Although a Jew must revere the Temple, it is not the Temple itself that is subject 
of his reverence but rather the One Who commanded us concerning it. Therefore, it is imperative that we 
take to heart to observe the Shabbat and to revere G-d’s Temple.

Shabbat Shalom
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The book of Vayikra, the book of man’s 
approach to G-d, ends with a sober balance.  
While we approach G-d, dedicate our lives 
to Him, reach for Him, and He for us, the 
Torah protects us from going too far, from 
divesting of our assets, ridding ourselves of 
our homes and becoming a Temple slave, 
giving our all to the Mikdash. Our challenge 
is to be holy in our homes and our fields 
while reaching for the Divine. 

HAFTORAH  
BEHAR/BECHUKOTAI 

YIRMIYAHU 16:19-17:14

The theme found in the Torah reading 
of blessings and curses is echoed in the 
haftorah which discusses the punishment 
to those who disregard God’s will and the 
reward to those who follow His will.

The courageous prophet Yirmiyahu scolds 
the people and warns them of the disaster 
if they maintain their idolatrous practices. 
Nothing less than exile from the Holy Land 
will come as the result of not having faith in 
God and commitment to the mitzvot.

Moreover, there is the positive outgrowth 
of obedience and loyalty to the Torah: 
“Blessed is the man who trusts in God; to 
whom God will be his trust. For he shall be 
like a tree planted by the water, and which 
spreads its roots out into a stream, so it will 
not be affected when heat comes, and its 
leaves shall be green, and in the year of 
drought will not be anxious, neither shall 
it cease from bearing fruit.”

The haftorah concludes with a declaration 
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate 
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the 
parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes. 

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA                
13+5 P'SUKIM - 25:1-18

[P> 25:1 (7)] One of the most famous 
sedra openers in the Torah: "And G-d 
spoke to Moshe AT HAR SINAI saying..."

The unusual nature of the pasuk is 
based on the rare additional words 
in the otherwise very familiar pasuk: 
And G-d spoke to Moshe saying (which 
occurs 69 times). The mitzvot that 
follow deal with Sh'mita, the Sabbatical 
year. A basic element of our belief is 
that the whole Torah was revealed by 
G-d to Moshe (and by him to us) at Sinai 
(and not just the Ten Commandments, 
as many people - Jews and non-Jews - 
claim). Why then mention the location 
of this particular set of commands?

Note too, that the Torah identifies 
location of G-d's speaking to Moshe, five 
other times: Thrice B'MIDBAR SINAI and 
twice B'ARVOT MO'AV. But this time is 

STATS

MITZVOT

B&BBECHUKBEHAR
-33rd32ndof 54 sedras in Torah 
-10th9thof 10 in Vayikra

23013199Lines
-47th50thRank (Among The 54)

1257Parshiyot
431P’tuchot
826S’tumot

1357857P’sukim
-46/750/10Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

17501013737Words
-47/750/10Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

680939922817Letters
-47/750/10Rank (Torah/Vayikra)

B%BBECHUKBEHAR

14+227+57+17Mitzvot (pos/prohib)

Although with "only" 24 mitzvot, B'har does 
not seem to be in the major league of mitzva 
sedras, the fact is that there are only 7 sedras 
with more mitzvot than B'har. There are 
46 sedras with fewer. Yet there are only 4 
sedras smaller than B'har and 49 longer. Even 
B'chukotai's 12 puts it tied (with Va'etchanan) 
for 15th place.

BEHAR 
BECHUKOTAI
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My appreciation to  
Rabbi Tradburks for his very clear 
explanations of the weekly parsha- 
it helps me alot and I appreciate it 

very much - Lila Stein

of hope and salvation: “Heal me, O God, 
then shall I be healed; help me, then I shall 
be helped, for You are my praise!” 
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