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It All Begins 
With 
Listening

Parshat Bechukotai opens on a positive 
note describing the blessings that will 
befall upon us if we fulfill the mitzvot.  We 
will be blessed with rain, excess produce, 
peace etc.  Then there is a lengthy depiction 
of what will transpire in the event that Am 
Yisrael does not follow in the path of the 
Torah. It is known as the tochecha.  There is 
a narrative of many atrocities, all of which 
we have unfortunately witnessed through-
out the generations.   

When we are introduced to the blessings 
the term used is  -ּלֵכ֑ו חֻקֹּתַי֖ תֵּ -if you fol - אִם־בְּ
low in the path of my statues (Vayikra 26:3).  
However, when introduced to the curses, 
the phrase used is ֑מְעוּ֖ לִי  But if you -  וְאִם־לֹא֥ תִשְׁ
do not listen to Me (Vayikra 26:14).  Why is 
the language not parallel? It should have 
stated – if you do not follow in the path of 
my statutes.  אם בחקתי לא תלכו. Why does the 
Torah prefer to use the term לא תשמעו, a lack 
of listening when introducing the reason 
for the severe punishments?   

We will provide an answer based on an 
idea expressed by L’shimcha Elyon. The 
first step in getting anywhere is listening.  
All too often people may hear another, 

but the sound enters one ear and exits the 
other.   Listening is not just hearing.  It is 
processing, internalizing and understand-
ing what is heard.   

The gemara in Eruvin (13) declares that 
when there is a dispute between Bet Hil-
lel and Bet Shamai, most often the halacha 
is in accordance with the view of Bet Hil-
lel. One of the explanations provided is 
because Bet Hillel tried to understand the 
shita of Bet Shamai first. They were will-
ing to listen and delve into what another 
expressed in order to reach the truth.  

Bet Hillel learned from Hillel - an indi-
vidual who was likely one of the greatest 
listeners who ever lived. A story is told in 
the gemara of a Friday afternoon where 
a visitor appeared at Hillel’s door shortly 
before Shabbat to ask Hillel several trivial 
questions. Hillel listened intently to each 
question and patiently responded. It is Hil-
lel who listened to the requests of three 
potential converts who attached conditions 
to their conversions (one wanted to be the 
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kohen gadol, another to learn the Torah 
on one foot). After understanding each of 
them, he knew how best to respond and 
each accepted Judaism unconditionally.  

With respect to Yitro we are told וישמע 
 Yitro heard. The entire world heard – יתרו
of what transpired at Yam Suf. Yitro not 
only “heard”.  It did not just enter his ears, 
it entered his heart! He internalized and 
changed his life based on what he learned. 

Imagine an individual learning about the 
mitzva of tzadaka. He is then interrupted 
by a knock on the door and a poor man 
asks for charity. The individual’s response 
is “sorry, I am in the middle of learning 
right now and I cannot interrupt my stud-
ies to engage in giving charity.”  Such an 
individual may be gaining an understand-
ing of the mitzva of charity, but he does not 
listen to what he learns.   

The tochacha begins with a warning 
to us.  If we do not listen to the words 
of the Torah- if we do not internalize 
what we learn and make it a part of us, 
then we will likely not properly fulfil the 
commandments.  

As we state twice daily – Shema Yisrael – 
Listen Israel – may we be able to make the 
Torah a part of us so that the fulfillment of 
mitzvot becomes second nature. ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM
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FOR SALE

GREAT INVESTMENT IN NACHALAOT - 
Charming 2 rooms, nice garden, character, 
quiet, good location 2,100,000 NIS

GIVAT ORANIM - Large 3 rooms, first floor, 
small garden, good shape, 3 balconies, 
parking, 2,600,000 NIS

KIRYAT SHMUEL - Penthouse, 5 rooms, 
180m, small building with accessibility, 
elevator, terrace, 30m, master bedroom, for 
renovation, parking, rare!

HEART OF BAKA WITH GARDEN -  
luxury 5 rooms, 200m, with private garden 
of 125m, large living room, 2 parkings, 
storageroom, quiet, rare!

KOSHER APT FOR WEEKLY RENT 

Netanya Bialik St., 2 bedrooms, Sea view, 
across from promenade, Shuls, market, 

A/C, Cable TV, wi-fi, linens,  
non-Shabbat Elevator. 700 NIS/night

Email:  
lovelyvacationapartment@gmail.com

WhatsApp USA: +1-631-523-3202


