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CANDLE LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES

6:51 6:01
7:08 6:03
7:10 6:02
7:06 6:01
7:08 6:03
7:07 6:02
7:09 6:03
7:07 6:02
7:08 6:03
6:51 6:03
7:07 6:02
6:59 6:04
7:06 6:01
7:08 6:03
7:11 6:01
7:06 6:01
7:09 6:03
7:08 6:03
7:03 6:01
7:06 6:01

Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim = 8:08 c;r;glgs gagé Hg‘:iga
Aza area (Netivot, Sderot, Et al) 8:10 7:13 6:07 8:15
Beit Shemesh / RBS 8:09 7:14 6:.06 8:14
Gush Etzion 8:08 7:11 6:05 8:13
Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K.Saba = 8:1(0  7:13  6:07 8:16
Modi’in / Chashmona’im 8:09 7:12 6:06 8:14
Netanya 8:11 7:14 6:07 8:16
Be'er Sheva 8:08 7:12 6:06 8:14
Rehovot 8:10 7:13 6:07 8:15
Petach Tikva 8:10 6:56 6:07 8:15
Ginot Shomron 8:09 7:12 6:.06 8:12
Haifa / Zichron 8:11 7.04 6:.08 8:17
Gush Shiloh 8:08 7:11 6:.05 8:14
Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel 8:10 7:13 6:07 8:16
Giv'at Ze'ev 8:08 7:16 6:05 8:14
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 8:08 7:11 6:.05 8:13
Ashkelon 8:10 7:13 6:07  8:16
Yad Binyamin 8:09 7:13 6:06 8:15
Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden 8:10 7:08 6:05 8:15
Golan 8:09 7:11 6:05 8:14

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 8:45PM e next week - 8:45pm

Times According to MyZmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities,
40 min. in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva, 30 min. in Tzfat/Haifa)
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JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wed - Shabbat
May 10-20/ 19-29 lyar

Earliest Tallit and Tefillin
Sunrise

Sof Zman Kriat Shema
Magen Avraham 8:30-8:26
Sof Zman Tefila 10:19-10:17
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Chatzot (Halachic Noon)
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)
Plag Mincha

4:51 - 4:42
5:46 - 5:39
9:11-9:07

12:35

1:10

6:00 - 6:05
7:30-7:37

Sunset (Including Elevation)
Seymour J. Abrams e Ortho-
dox Union Jerusalem World
Center ¢ Avrom Silver Jerusalem
College for Adults  Wolinetz
Family Shul e Makom Balev e

YN OU Birthright e Yachad ¢ NCSY in
Israel o JLICin Israel ® Camp Dror ¢

Pearl & Harold M. Jacobs ZULA Outreach Center ¢

The Jack Gindi Oraita Program e OU Israel Kashrut
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David Katz, CFO, OU Israel | Chaim Pelzner, Director
of Programs, OU Israel | Rabbi Sam Shor, Director
of Programs, OU Israel Center Rabbi Sholom Gold,
Dean, Avrom Silver Jerusalem College for Adults
22 Keren HaYesod <> POB 1441 <> Jerusalem
9101032

phone: (02) 560 9100 | fax: (02) 561-7432

email: office@ouisrael.org
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Center: George and lIse Falk a"h

Torah Tidbits and many of the
projects of OU Israel are assisted @ M i

by grants from THE JERUSALEM .. JACY
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OU lIsrael, Torah Tidbits does not endorse the political or
halachic positions of its editor, columnists or advertisers, nor
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food products that are advertised in TT (except, of course,
those under OU-Israel hashgacha). Any "promises" made in
ads are the sole responsibility of the advertisers and not that

of OU Israel, the OU Israel Center , Torah Tidbits.
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Celebrating a 100 year

’ anniversary is a special occa-
/ sion. Whether it be a grand
cake with 100 candles lit,

a long guest list, photogra-
phers, speeches and balloons, the occasion
will not go unnoticed. Last week, I attended
OU’s Kinus Mashgichim Conference,
during which we celebrated 100 years of
OU Kosher.

The OU Israel Kashrut team, including
Rabbi Yissocher Dov Krakowski, Rabbi
Ezra Friedman, Rabbi Yonatan Korach
and Rabbi Yisrael
Breish, flew to New
Jersey to participate
in the annual Kinus
Mashgichim  con-
ference which took
place at the Hilton
Meadowlands. This
year’s conference
went far beyond
simply celebrating
the accomplishments of OU Kosher over
the past century. Rather, the conference
gathered 150 Rabbanim from around the
world who support and sustain OU Kosher

The OU Israel Family sends
heartfelt condolences to the family of

Mrs. Chana Homnick a”’h
on her passing
DYV 1PN ITIAN INY TINA DOINN DN DIPNHN
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN

Executive Director, OU Israel
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initiatives, to learn about new areas of food
production and sharpen our skills across a
variety of areas in kashrut.

Rabbinical Field Representatives (RFRs)
and Rabbinical Coordinators (RCs) joined
the conference from Israel, Australia,
Europe, Asia, the Persian Gulf and across
the United States to share their experiences
and learn from one another. The event
kicked off with speeches from Rabbi Men-
achem Genack (CEO, OU Kosher), Rabbi
Moshe Elefant, (COO, OU Kosher) and Dr.
Josh Penn, who reflected on the achieve-
ments of OU Kosher
to date and reiterated
the ways in which OU
Kosher continues to
provide the highest
level of Kosher certi-
fication in the world,
with transparency as
a core value.

OU Kosher was
founded in 1923,
certifying its first batch of products to be
marketed nationally with several varieties
of Heinz vegetarian baked beans in 1927.
Today, OU Kosher remains the largest and
most widely recognized Kosher certifying
agency, with 970 mashgichim and man-
agers, supervising more than 1.3 million
products produced at 14,000 facilities in
106 countries, servicing more than 6,000
companies and providing a database for
tracking 2.4 million ingredients used in



foods that are OU certified.

I found this year’s event particularly
meaningful due to the time period we are
in. As we count the omer in commemora-
tion of the 24,000 students of Rabbi Akiva
who died as a result of the way they treated
one another, I was touched by the level of
respect each rav showed for the other.
When difficult questions were posed to spe-
cific rabbis they would not hesitate to refer
the question to someone they felt had more
experience with that particular issue, often
responding, “Don’t ask me, askrabbi___, he
is the real mumcheh (expert) in this area.”

With a century of experience under OU
Kosher’s belt, its RFRs and RCs have become
well versed in areas across food production
and work tirelessly to keep up with the
latest advancements. These experts are
available to Am Yisrael around the world,
bringing unique areas of specialty to their
work. To give you an idea, I connected

Aliya LaKever on the 7th Yahrzeit of

Rabbi Yaakov Yechiel
Mechel (Mel) Heftler 21

will take place b'ezrat Hashem on
Sunday, Rosh Chodesh Sivan (May 21)
at 9:30am in Eretz Hachayim Cemetery,
Beit Shemesh Gush 1, Chelka 7
Transportation from Beit Tovei Ha'ir
(Malchei Yisrael 36) at 8:25am promptly
Following the Aliya laKever -
Siyum & light dairy meal at the home of the
Ovadia Family. Rechov Hashalosha 4/34
(7th floor) Beit Shemesh
Kindly Register by Thursday, May 18
at: 02-6414684, 050-2192535

The family

DIAMONDS & JEWELRY

TRUE WHOLESALER FROM THE DIAMOND
BOURSA WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MEMBER DIAMOND DEALERS CLUB

ENGAGEMENT RINGS + STUD EARRINGS
PENDANTS + TENNIS BRACELETS
® 050-573-9061 @ jeffmor36@gmail.com
© www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

BROTHERS
~o=% MOVING CO.

THE ST RONGEST...THE M GENTLE

054-216-0087 « brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

Air Conditioning & Heating

Sales & installation of
Inverter | Multi | VRF | Central

@ Plenty of references

(W Professional & reliable

@ Only Jewish labor

OU ISRAEL CENTER



with the world-renowned Rabbi Avraham
Juravel who specializes in kosher ingredi-
ents, Rabbi Daniel Sharatt who specializes
in the certification of
leafy vegetables in Con-
trolled  Environment

to see the Kinus Mashgichim for himself.
He too was blown away by what he saw,
and quickly penned an article about the
experience he had. You
can read his article via

this link: https://www.

Agriculture. I particularly
enjoyed the one-on-
one chavruta learning
during which we delved

CELEBRATING

CERTIFICATION

100 inn.co.il/news/600129

YEARS OF KOSHER!

When all was said
and done, despite the
slices of cake offered and

into the mareh mekomot
of various issues relating
to Kashrut today, such
as hydroponic-grown vegetables and new
technologies facilitating food production.

During my speech I highlighted the fact
that beyond supporting, maintaining and
advancing OU’s high standards of Kashrut
around the world, the efforts of OU mash-
gichim also enable the needs of Klal Yisrael
to be met. With proceeds of OU Kosher
invested into its existing programs such
as strengthening Jewish identity across
college campuses with JLIC, Yachad, NCSY,
klitat aliyah, publishing Torah Tidbits and
Jewish Action magazines, and creating pro-
grams for teens at risk.

Although at first I expected to see more
marketing efforts around OU Kosher’s
100-year milestone, it was evident that OU
Kosher’s leadership continues to remain
focused on building upon what previous
generations of OU mashgichim accom-
plished. With no time to waste on lauding
our accomplishments, the conference
focused participants on the task at hand -
servicing the global tzibur.

When I heard my good friend Yoni Kemp-
insky, a reporter for Arutz 7, was in town, I
jumped at the opportunity and invited him
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B8 Dbeing featured in Jewish
- magazine, the OU Kinus
- Mashgichim conference
took place virtually under the radar. Pho-
tographers, music, and a full press box were
nowhere to be found. Instead, a group of 150
individuals dedicated to meeting the Kashrut
needs of Am Yisrael around the world gath-
ered to learn from one another and prepare
for the challenges ahead. I truly felt privi-
leged to spend a few days with people whom
I consider to be giants in the Kashrut field.
If you would like to learn more about OU
Kosher and its history, you can find a beau-
tiful feature in Jewish Action. Pick up your
copy at OU Israel or read online via this

link: https://jewishaction.com/cover-story/
celebrating-100-years-of-ou-kosher/

I look forward to seeing everyone on Fri-
day morning, May 19, for OU Israel’s Yom
Yerushalayim Tefila Chagigit taking place
at the Tayelet, Haas Promenade in Armon
Hanatziv.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspir-
ing Shabbat,

yr

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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Real Es
German Colony, Yair St. a 180 sq.m
semidetached cottage with 30 sq.m private |
garden & parking. Needs renovation.
option for a separate unit of

Old Katamon, Palmach St. 2 apt for sale in
anew Tama building ready in 6 month:
Aone beds 50 sqm ground floor

Athree beds + sukkah at

Rechavia, KKL St. exclusive complex, 2 bed |
apt. Including indoor pool, and 24 hr
security. Parking and storage.

Old Katamon, Palmach St. Atwo

75 sqm. Bright and quiet. 3 exposures,
3 small balconies. Parking in building.
Needs renovations.

Ramat Beit Hakerem, Talma St. 80sgm |
apt. 2 beds + 2 baths. Master suite, Sukkah §
balcony, elevator, private storage,

spacious parking. 3 expo

Ruth Abr
054-8070677

zimuki.com

zahav.net.il

A winnin
community!

The best beaches, new restaurants
and close to shuls, shopping and the
Marina. Attractive prices - no wonder
so many Anglos have already bought!

Ashke_on Properties

LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com

www.ashkelonproperties.com

Lenny Davidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congresses &
Tours in Israecl

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LPevents.com

o54-557-3101
Lenny@LDEvents.com

~ ®02-567-0602

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE and FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST for OLDER ADULTS

« Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
« Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
« Increase Strength! Stay Independent!

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704 | www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

Keren Malki empowers
families of children
with special needs in |
Israel to choose home
care. Donations are
tax-approved in lIsrael, |
US and UK. :

Honoring the memory of
Malka Chana Roth 1"
1985-2001, killed in the
Sbarro bombing.

KEREN MALKI

- @ kerenmalki.org

30+ styles - all sizes
for women & girls }

o
Modest Swimweax

‘o, 4

¥, "\zu

Whar Youmaa i

MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear Marci Rapp
050-424-8359

www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

hY28" Pencil_Skirts
1374 Tees/To

Modest &muﬂmm.a
“’n-
.

-,
ar i
Y0 want . 1n 0¥
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FROM THE DESK OF

RABBI MOSHE HAUER

Never Alone

Whatever the challenge or difficulty, we
do so much better when we do not expe-
rience it alone. As Rashi in this week’s
parsha makes clear: “I will scatter you
amongst the nations.” This is the harshest
measure. When members of a country
are exiled to a single place, they see each
other and take comfort from each other.
The Jewish people however were scattered
such that no one was able to be connected
to another.” (Vayikra 26:32, Rashi)

By contrast, the Talmud (Brachos 5b)
records how Rav Yochanan would carry
with him a bone fragment from the tenth
child that he had lost, 9"1. When he showed
it to other bereaved parents it opened a
door for them to see that he was someone
who could understand what they were
experiencing, who could truly empathize
with their indescribable pain, and who
could make them feel a bit less alone.

Relieving the loneliness of others is our
fundamental role within both our family
and our community.

G-d created marriage and family because
“it is not good for man to be alone.” While
according to Halacha, the marriage bond
is created by a gift of money or something
else of value, none of us has witnessed a
wedding where the bride was presented
with five, five hundred or five thousand

8 TORAH TIDBITS 1515/ BEHAR BECHUKOTAI

ORTHODOX
] UNION -
Entancing Jewish Lite

OU Executive Vice President

dollars. Instead, we give a ring. Money
is put away, in a bank, a wallet or a
drawer, while a ring — explained the Sefer
HaChinuch - is worn on the finger, seen
and played with all the time, a constant
reminder of the special connection and
relationship that it had forged, that the
bearer of the ring is not alone.

While this role is easily noticed by
those blessed with marriage and family,
it is similarly essential to friendship and
community. Author Johann Hari quotes
a South African psychiatrist named Dr.
Derek Summerfield who told the story of a
Cambodian who worked in the rice fields.
One day, he stood on a land mine left over
from the war with the United States, and
he got his leg blown off. They made him
an artificial leg, and after a while, he went
back to work in the rice fields. Apparently,
it is super painful to work under water
when one has an artificial limb, and it
was traumatic to go back and work in the
field where he had gotten blown up. He
began to spend all day crying and refused
to get out of bed, developing all the symp-
toms of classic depression. His doctors, his
friends, his community, went and sat with
him. They listened to him. They realized
that his pain made sense, that it had per-
fectly understandable causes. One of the
doctors, talking to the people in the com-
munity, figured, “You know, if we bought
this guy a cow, he could become a dairy



farmer, and he wouldn’t have to go and
work in the rice fields.” They bought him
a cow. Within a couple of weeks, his crying
stopped, within a month, his depression
was gone. Notice that they did not say to
this farmer, ‘Hey, buddy, you need to pull
yourself together. It’s your job to figure out
and fix this problem on your own.” On the
contrary, what they said is, ‘We’re here as
a group to pull together with you so that
together we can figure out and fix this
problem.” The listening — the community
—the fact that someone understands what
I am going through - that is an important
part of the solution. He was already on
the road to recovery when those friends
came to sit with him to try to understand
his sadness.

May is Mental Health Awareness Month.
There are many benefits to our commu-
nity when we enhance our collective
awareness of mental health. We bene-
fit from being sensitized to the issues so
that we recognize them in ourselves and
in others, and we gain from being edu-
cated about available resources and the
many ways that these challenges can be
addressed. But perhaps most importantly,
by discussing these issues we relieve the
terrible loneliness of those who feel they
are suffering alone. Our community pro-
vides strength by any measure taken to
relieve the isolation of those who will
now know that there are others who share
their struggles, and that they are part of a
community that is aware of and sensitive
to their pain. m
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Most exquisite properties
in Jerusalem!

NEW Listing! In Lev Rechavia
Residence - pool, doorman 24/7,
gym, unique 180m on one level,
facing the park, succah balcony, very
bright DEBORAH - 054-4804767

NEW Listing! Quiet Old
Katamon - new 3 rooms Gem,
totally renovated, top standard,
amazing views to the forest, succah
balcony, parking, storage

MAYA - 054-6650184

NEW Listing! FOR RENT!!
Luxurious 300m penthouse with
private pool on a 200m terrace,
panoramic views of Jerusalem
MAYA - 054-6650184

Luxurious apartment in Talbieh

- doorman, pool, gym, 1777mon
one level, 32m terrace, beautiful
views to the park, parking, storage
DEBORAH - 054-4304767

Luxurious garden apartment on a
small lane of 0ld Katamon, 340m
built on 2 levels, 8 rooms, separate
unit with separate entrance, high
ceilings, full of charm, very quiet,
bright, 130m private garden, top of
the line finishes, close to the park
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

On the exquisite Dubnov St.
in Talbieh, private 135m cottage,
totally renovated with 65m private
landscaped garden, views from
balconies, a real gem!

MAYA - 054-6650184

New luxurious penthouse
in the best Rechavia -
285m on one level, high end
building, beautiful views from
succah terraces of 190m,

4 parking spots, storages,

4 exposures, very sunny!!
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Inasmall lane in the
German Colony - Unique
Authentic house of 700m

built on a huge plot of

1,200m - perfect for making
an apartment building or a
tremendous private house -
Potential to build up to 2,000m
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Magnificent Authentic
private house on a small
dead end of Baka- 650m
built on 3 levels with huge
basement, 750m plot with a
wonderful landscaped garden.
With a thoughtful layout, an
abundance of light and great
bones, itis a unique property!
DEBORAH- 054-4804767

Ina small lane of the
German Colony, Garden
apartment with private
entrance, 250m with private
garden, parking, high ceilings,
in an authentic beautiful

3 apartments building

MAYA - 054-6650134

T&T INVESTMENTS
02-6744000

0544-804767

T&T Investments

King David St. 26

www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Tovei Ha'ir Residence

Come and enjoy yow;
GoldenYears in the
Cityof Gold!

Are you looking for a warm and welcoming English-
speaking retirement community in the heart of Jerusalem?

Beit Tovei Ha'ir offers a superb quality of life for religious seniors,
with Mehadrin food and facilities, daily shiurim, social events,
and in-house medical care.

B & 720 W H B ©

Choice of Delicious  70% English Beit Swimming Rich Medical
private Mehadrin speakers  Midrash & pool, gym cultural care &

apartments meals Shiurim and spa program security
24/7

* Special offer until Shavuot

Free lunches for the first year!

For more information please call
® Binyamin Margo 054-4465276 | *6422 | www. tovei.co.il

Tovei Ha'ir - Jerusalem's Premier Retirement Community
36 Malchei Yisrael St., Jerusalem
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.
www.elfermanrealty.com
Choose from

JERUSALEM SALES

a variety of
- OLD KATAMON
curtains & New 160 sqm, 4 bdrms, garden, storage, parking,
: . By close to Shteblach. Occupancy - 1.5 years.
blinds in the ' " SHAAREI CHESSED / RECHAVIA
comfort of / S *Beautiful 3 bdrm apt + 50 sqm succah balcony,
! —— shabbat elevator, parking and view.
your home : o *Renovated 4 bdrms, terrace, private parking

*New 228 sgm duplex penthouse, 30 sgm succah
balcony, shabbat elevator, parking and a view.
TALBIEH—all on private land

*Renovated 3 bdrms, 130 sqm, succah, elevator,
storage room, parking!

*Magnificent 250 sgm + 200 sgm garden.

e Curtains & draperies BAKA

Desi . Spacious 2 bdrms, 85 sgm, succah, parking.

e Designer curtains TALPIOT

e Venetian & Woven wood blinds 4 rms, balcony, elevator, machsan, parking, view.
« Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & NACHLAOT

2 rms, priv entr, storage room, NIS 2,350,000
Pleated shades HAR NOF

*Central! 120 sgm + rental unit, lovely patio!
RECHAVIA RENTAL
Renovated, 3 bdrms, fully furnished, immediate.

Call Joe Stepsky for a free consultation  impor

052 5988 889 FjkuY
www.ashleywilde.co.il FOR MANY MORE PROPERTIES:
02-651-4030

1898 2023

r b
™M ]

THE FURNITURE DOCTOR

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AND REPAIRS SINCE 1898

125th YEAR ANNIVERSARY

ISRAEL'S LEADING & MOST TRUSTED FURNITURE REPAIR COMPANY

e PROFESSIONAL GLUING OF ALL YOUR LOOSE & SHAKY FURNITURE
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BEHAR
BECHUKOTAI

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY

A Rabbi Reuven
. Tradburks
J: Director of

RCA Israel Region
",‘ 1st aliya (Vayikra 25:1-18)
'70 Shmita: The Land of Israel has
k\‘ its Shabbat. Work 6 years, the
7th is a Shabbat to G-d. What grows on its
own is available to be used. Yovel: 7 cycles
of 7 years are followed by Yovel, the 50th
year, the Jubilee year. Itis holy; pronounce
liberty throughout the Land. Slaves go
free; Land returns to its original owner.
When selling your Land, do not abuse the
buyer knowing the Land will return to you
in the 50th year. Sell it commensurate with
the years the buyer will have until Yovel.
Keeping these laws will allow you to be
secure in the Land.

The theme of holiness is expanded yet
again. We have had holiness in the Mik-
dash, our approach to Him in His home.

In loving memory
of our husband, father,
grandfather and great grandfather

uGramp "
Dr. Bernard Friedson z”1

D77 SUON PYNY 12 Hya 21
on his 17th yahrzeit - 6 Iyar

Arlene Saslow and the Friedson family
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We have had holiness in food. Holiness
in relationships; those permitted and
those not. Holiness in time; Shabbat and
holidays. Now we are introduced to the
holiness of the Land of Israel.

There are 2 aspects to the holiness of the
Land of Israel. First, it is the Land of the
Jewish nation. We have unique laws of
kindness in agriculture; leaving parts for
the poor, giving support to the Kohanim
and Leviim. These laws only apply in our
Land, where we build our unique Jewish
society.

And second, our Land is where G-d has
invited us to be close to Him. We are closest
to Him in His home, in the Mikdash. And
in Jerusalem, His city. But the holiness of
proximity to Him seeps outward from Jeru-
salem to the entire Land. Hence, the Land is
holy both in our standing close to the King.
And in it being our unique Homeland,
the place where we live according to our
unique laws, reflecting Jewish philosophy.

"/‘ 2nd aliya (25:19-28) Don’t be

K\" concerned that you will not

: have enough to eat if you rest
the Land; I will provide. Let the Land not
be permanently sold; for the Land is Mine,
you are but sojourners on it. If one
becomes needy and sells his field, redeem
it. The seller may also redeem it according
to the years left until it returns to him in
Yovel.

After introducing our limited ownership
in the Land of Israel, the Torah switches to
our responsibilities one to another. When
people are in trouble, help them out. The
sale of a field cannot end well. It’s losing a
job. In an agrarian society, what will this
former landowner do for a living? This



is the beginning of a downward spiral.
Redeem his field; get it back for him, so he
can make a living. This is as the Talmud
states: the highest form of tzedakah is giv-
ing a person a job. Redeeming the field is
returning his way of making a living to him.
R 3rd aliya (25:29-38) A house in
%} a city may also be redeemed if
: sold, but only within the first
year. After that, the sale is permanent.
Homes in open towns are considered like
fields; they may be redeemed and they
return in Yovel. The towns of the Leviim,
even if walled, are always able to be
redeemed and they too return in Yovel.
When one is in need, help him. Do not
charge interest; give him life. Iam G-d who
took you out of Egypt to give you this Land
and to be your G-d.

The Talmud points out that the progres-
sion of stories the Torah presents here is
from bad to worse. A forced sale of a field
due to poverty. Then the sale of a home.
Then the need for a loan. And in the next
aliya, sold as a slave. The cheapest tsedaka
is the first one; getting the field back, avoid-
ing this whole collapse.

’}‘ 4th aliya (25:39-26:9) If one is
./k\“ sold to you as a slave, do not

: oppress him. Treat him as a
worker. He goes free in the Yovel year. For
you are My servants. Slaves purchased
from the surrounding nations are prop-
erty that passes to future generations. If a
Jew is sold to a non-Jew, a relative shall
redeem him, for the Jewish people are ser-
vants to Me; My servants that I redeemed
from Egypt. (Bechukotai) And if you will do
all my mitzvot you will have bounty, peace,
unusual success against your enemies. I
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will turn to you, multiply you and fulfill My
covenant with you.

Parshat Bechukotai, though short, is
powerful. Following an entire book of
holiness, the stakes are laid out. The pur-
suit of holiness in the land that is holy is
a high stakes endeavor. The achievement
brings wonderful blessings; food, peace,
health. For us, who enjoy walking in this
holy place, the blessings are abundant.
Though we know from history, so is the
.... Opposite.

5th aliya (26:10-46) And I will
k\ be in your midst; I, your G-d,

You, my people. I will remove
the yokes from you and you will walk
proudly. But if you do not do My mitzvot, I
too will not pay attention to you. You will be
subjected to illness, to enemies, to drought.
If you persist in ignoring Me, I will persist in
ignoring you, leaving you vulnerable to war,
pestilence, famine. Your holy places will be
vanquished, your cities destroyed; you will
be scattered around the world. Then
the Land will have the rest of its

THE COMMUNITY 1S
INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
YAHRTZEIT OF

Father and National Director of NCSY
and Executive Vice President of the QU

MONDAY, MAY 15TH - 1R T"D
AT 6:30PM
HAR HAMENUCHOS
(CHELKA 5) 'n nj77n (GUSH 6) 'l wi

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A SIYUM AND TC HEAR WORDS OF
INSPIRATION IN HIS MEMORY

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT RABBI AKIVA STOLPER
AT RAPSTOLPER@AOCL.COM

RABBI PINCHAS STOLPER Z11.

Shmita. You will panic in your exile,
afraid of a driven leaf. You will admit
your failings; I will remember my
promises to you. Evenin your disper-
sion, I will not allow you to be
destroyed.

Failure to live up to the demands of
this holy place brings desolation and
exile. The desolation of the Land of
Israel without the Jewish people
is legendary. Chilling. The Jewish
diaspora, Jewish history, is predicted
here; who needs a description of its
fulfillment? Jewish suffering in exile
was taken by other religions to be a
sign of the rejection of the Jew. The
return to the Land of Israel, so unex-
pected, so unprecedented, and so
dynamic is a powerful refutation of
that. If the exile was Divine displea-
sure with our dismissive attitude to
Him, the return to the Land can only
be Divine pleasure in bringing us
close. And a charge for us; to never
be dismissive of Him, but to engage,
to search, to reach. What privileged
times we, the undeserving, are
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fortunate to be a part of. And how vigilant
we need to be to not again be dismissive of
Him in His land.
"/‘ 6th aliya (27:1-15) When you
./k\“ make a vow of your value to
' G-d, there are set values for dif-
ferent ages and stations. This value is given
to the Mikdash. If you pledge an animal, it
is given and should not be switched. A
pledge of a home may be given or
redeemed.

Following the chilling section of the
curses, the book of Vayikra ends with a
full chapter of laws of vows. Generosity
inspires contributions to the Mikdash.
That’s a good thing. The religious center
of the Jewish people needs contributions.
But this section is not only about what is
given; but also what is not. When I pledge
my value, is my intent to become a monk,
giving up my life to serve in the Mikdash?
The Torah does not endorse that. Pay
money; keep your station in life. The Torah
imposes the interpretation of vows of peo-
ple and their value to be monetary gifts;
but not Temple slaves. If you pledge an
animal? Fine, let that become a sacrifice.
But not you. Or any around you. A home
too; the Torah does not want the Mikdash to
acquire vast holdings. Homes are for peo-
ple; the Mikdash is to be splendid, grand,
and inspiring. Butit is not to become a vast
financial empire.

"/‘ 7th aliya (27:16-34) If a field is

'/k\“ pledged, it’s worth until Yovel is

' calculated. That value is given to
the Mikdash to redeem the field. If it is not

MOY NNIDA
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redeemed, it remains with the Mikdash even
after Yovel. Property which becomes owned
by the Mikdash may not be redeemed.

Fields are the quintessential means of
livelihood. If you wanted the Mikdash to
be a financial empire, fields would be the
place to start. But the Torah’s default is that
a donation of a field ought to be redeemed.
Fields are for the people to make a living;
not for the Mikdash.

The book of Vayikra, the book of man’s
approach to G-d, ends with a sober balance.
While we approach G-d, dedicate our lives
to Him, reach for Him, and He for us, the
Torah protects us from going too far, from
divesting of our assets, ridding ourselves of
our homes and becoming a Temple slave,
giving our all to the Mikdash. Our chal-
lenge is to be holy in our homes and our
fields while reaching for the Divine.

HAFTORAH
YIRMIYAHU 16:19-17:14

The theme found in the Torah reading

A SHORT VORT

of blessings and curses is echoed in the
haftorah which discusses the punishment
to those who disregard God’s will and the
reward to those who follow His will.

The courageous prophet Yirmiyahu
scolds the people and warns them of the
disaster if they maintain their idolatrous
practices. Nothing less than exile from the
Holy Land will come as the result of not
having faith in God and commitment to
the mitzvot.

Moreover, there is the positive outgrowth
of obedience and loyalty to the Torah:
“Blessed is the man who trusts in God; to
whom God will be his trust. For he shall be
like a tree planted by the water, and which
spreads its roots out into a stream, so it will
not be affected when heat comes, and its
leaves shall be green, and in the year of
drought will not be anxious, neither shall
it cease from bearing fruit.”

The haftorah concludes with a declara-
tion of hope and salvation: “Heal me, O
God, then shall I be healed; help me, then
I shall be helped, for You are my praise!” m

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES

Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

(2:12) M 'wTRNI NNYN MDA NN

“My Shabbats shall you observe, and My Sanctuary shall you revere” (26:2)

Why is Shabbat mentioned and moreover, why is the reverence for the Sanctuary mentioned together?

Rabbi Ovadiah Seforno (ltaly 1475-1550) connected this verse to the following 9arsha that discusses the
punishment of Exile. He states that even without a Temple in Exile, we are to respect our Synagogues and

Bati Medrash as such and keep the Sabbath.

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein zt”| gave another lesson here. He connected this phrase with the 9arsha it is found
in, which discusses the Laws of Hebrew slaves. The Hebrew slave may not learn from his gentile master. The
Hebrew slave may not adopt the manner that the heathens serve their deities, namely, that their entire wor-
ship and faith are centered around their temples. As a result, the temple itself, with all its images, becomes
the focus of all their worship. Although a Jew must revere the Temple, it is not the Temple itself that is subject
of his reverence but rather the One Who commanded us concerning it. Therefore, it is imperative that we
take to heart to observe the Shabbat and to revere G-d’s Temple.

Shabbat Shalom
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THE PERSON

It has been quite a long time now since I
first heard the term “work-study program.”
This was a special federal program designed
to assist young adults with limited financial
means to achieve a professional education.
Recipients of this grant were encouraged to
continue with their jobs, to work, but were
also paid to enroll in college level training
courses, to study. Hence the term “work-
study program.”

There was something about this term
that struck me as odd. It seemed to make a
distinction between work and study. It con-
veyed, to me at least, the notion that study
was not work. To someone who had been
trained in the yeshiva system, this notion
was unacceptable. Study is work!

May the Torah learning
from this issue be NWI NIV
and in loving memory of
Joe (Yosef) Goodman Y7}
of London/Israel on his 25th yahrzeit
Missed By Susie, Terry, Judy, David, Neil,
Grandchildren & Great Grandchildren ?
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BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB

OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

IN THE PARSHA

In this week’s double Torah portion,
Behar-Bechukotai, we come across the fol-
lowing phrase: “If you shall walk in My
statutes...” (Leviticus 26:3) Rashi explains
what it means to “walk” in the ways of God’s
statutes. He suggests that “walking” here
means that we must “toil in the Torah, she-
tihyu ameilim batorah.”

The concept of “toiling in the Torah”
is a basic one to anyone familiar with
Torah study. But those less familiar with
the subject can legitimately be puzzled by
the phrase. They surely can understand
learning Torah, or studying Torah, or com-
prehending Torah. But what does it mean to
“toil” in the Torah?

My life-long interest in educational psy-
chology has prompted me to analyze the
process of “Torah-toil” and break it down
into several components, or stages.

The first stage consists of diligence, of
what is known in Hebrew as hatmadah. This
is a requirement of putting in time. Torah
study cannot be done on a piecemeal basis,
in small segments of five or ten minutes. It
requires sustained concentration and long
hours of simply sitting and poring over the
text.

The ideal Torah student is constantly
studying. His is the image portrayed by the
great poet Chaim Nachman Bialik in his
masterpiece, HaMatmid. There he describes
the night and day devotion of the young man
to his studying task in moving and inspiring



terms. For Bialik, himself once a yeshiva stu-
dent, the “matmid” is the true hero of Jewish
history.

The second stage is that of struggle, of
encountering the text and figuring out its
basic meaning. This is difficult even to the
student whose first language is Hebrew,
and is even more challenging to those of us
who grew up speaking English or another
language and who come to the texts at a
disadvantage.

There are skills that must be mastered
in order to decipher the give and take of
the Talmud and its commentaries. Simple
meaning, punctuation, knowing where
questions end and answers begin, under-
standing implicit assumptions, appreciating
nuance —these are all aspects of this second
stage of wrestling with the text.

In recent times, aids to Torah study have
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proliferated. Translations, elucidations, and
abbreviations make the process much more
user friendly. Sometimes, however, in my
opinion, these valuable tools come at the
cost of the kind of mastery which can only
emerge from intense efforts and cannot be
achieved through shortcuts.

And here we come to a third stage of Torah
study: learning from one’s mistakes. The Tal-
mud itself maintains that “a person can only
study Torah successfully if he makes errors
in the process, elah im kain nichshal bah.” All
Torah students make mistakes in the initial
phases of study sessions. They, or their study
partners, soon detect these errors and cor-
rect them. Then real learning occurs.

In the fourth stage of this toil, the stu-
dents probes and questions. He searches his
memory for passages which might contra-
dict the text at hand. He wonders about the
underlying assumptions of what he has just
read, and how they fit with principles from
other sections of the Torah with which he is
familiar. He consults the numerous super-
commentaries to see whether his questions
were anticipated by previous Torah students,
perhaps centuries ago. This is stage four.

A fifth stage, omitted by some but essen-
tial in my personal opinion, is the search
for relevance. “What personal meaning,”
the student must ask, “can I find in the
text I have just mastered?” “How can it be

3 0U Israel
@ extends a heartfelt

)
Mazel Tov to
Aviva & Yossi Hoch
on the engagement of their daughter
ChanatoAviFeldman  _s%s,?
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applied to current events, to contemporary
problems, or maybe even to my own life
experience and personal dilemmas?”

And finally we come to a sixth stage:
teaching others. Maimonides, in his Trea-
tise on the Mitzvot, asserts that one has not
fulfilled the mitzvah of Torah study unless
he shares his learning with others. Lilmod,
to study, ulelamed, to teach.

How well I recall the process demanded
of us by my favorite teacher, Reb Shmuel
Dovid, who had each of us explain every
passage we learned aloud to the rest of
the class until our peers felt that we had
explained it well. “If you can’t explain
something,” he insisted, “then you don’t
understand it.”

I have shared with you my own per-
sonal analysis of the many ingredients of
effortful Torah study. Others have offered
different analyses to be sure. But I hope
that my highly personal perspective has
helped clarify the idea of “toiling in the
Torah” to you.

The fact that the Torah involves so much
effort, such intense and diverse tasks, helps
us understand why true Torah greatness,
gadlut, is so rare and so appreciated.

We also understand why the reward for
such toil is “rain in its season, a land of boun-
tiful crops, and trees of the field that yield
their fruit.” (Leviticus 26:4)

Enjoy your Shabbat, and remember that
one way to enjoy it is to use it to “toil in the
Torah.”
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Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
Former Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew
Congregations of the Commonwealth

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nowi n7'v%
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1
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Family Feeling

I argued in my Covenant & Conversa-
tion for parshat Kedoshim that Judaism is
more than an ethnicity. It is a call to holi-
ness. In one sense, however, there is an
important ethnic dimension to Judaism.

Itis best captured in the 1980s joke about
an advertising campaign in New York.
Throughout the city there were giant post-
ers with the slogan, “You have a friend in
the Chase Manhattan Bank.” Underneath
one, an Israeli had scribbled the words,
“But in Bank Leumi you have mishpachah.”
Jews are, and are conscious of being, a sin-
gle extended family.

This is particularly evident in this week’s
parsha. Repeatedly we read of social legis-
lation couched in the language of family:

When you buy or sell to your neighbour,
let no one wrong his brother. (Lev. 25:14)

If your brother becomes impoverished
and sells some of his property, his near
redeemer is to come to you and redeem
what his brother sold. (Lev. 25:25)
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If your brother is impoverished and
indebted to you, you must support him;
he must live with you like a foreign resi-
dent. Do not take interest or profit from
him, but fear your God and let your
brother live with you. (Lev. 25:35-36)

If your brother becomes impoverished
and is sold to you, do not work him like a
slave. (Lev. 25:39)

“Your brother” in these verses is not
meant literally. At times it means “your
relative”, but mostly it means “your fellow
Jew”. This is a distinctive way of thinking
about society and our obligations to oth-
ers. Jews are not just citizens of the same
nation or adherents of the same faith. We
are members of the same extended family.
We are - biologically or electively — chil-
dren of Abraham and Sarah. For the most
part, we share the same history. On the
festivals we relive the same memories.
We were forged in the same crucible of
suffering. We are more than friends. We
are mishpachah, family.

The concept of family is absolutely fun-
damental to Judaism. Consider the book
of Genesis, the Torah’s starting-point. It
is not primarily about theology, doctrine,
dogma. Itis not a polemic against idolatry.
It is about families: husbands and wives,
parents and children, brothers and sisters.



At key moments in the Torah, God
Himself defines His relationship with
the Israelites in terms of family. He tells
Moses to say to Pharaoh in His name:
“My child, My firstborn, Israel” (Ex. 4:22).
When Moses wants to explain to the Isra-
elites why they have a duty to be holy, He
answers, “You are children of the Lord
your God” (Deut. 14:1). If God is our par-
ent, then we are all brothers and sisters.
We are related by bonds that go to the very
heart of who we are.

The prophets continued the metaphor.
There is a lovely passage in Hosea in which
the prophet describes God as a parent
teaching a young child how to take its first
faltering steps: “When Israel was a child, I
loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son
... ltwas I'who taught Ephraim to walk, tak-
ing them by the arms ... To them I was like
one who lifts a little child to the cheek, and
I bent down to feed them.” (Hosea 11:1-4).

The same image is continued in rab-
binic Judaism. In one of the most famous
phrases of prayer, Rabbi Akiva used the
words Avinu Malkeinu, “Our Father, our
King”. That is a precise and deliberate
expression. God is indeed our sovereign,
our lawgiver and our judge, but before
He is any of these things He is our parent
and we are His children. That is why we
believe Divine compassion will always
override strict justice.

This concept of Jews as an extended
family is powerfully expressed in Mai-
monides’ Laws of Charity:

The entire Jewish people and all those
who attach themselves to them are like
brothers, as [Deuteronomy 14:1] states:
“You are children of the Lord your God.”

J I"L|I1|mﬁinnn%i \
Eta Morris
|ERUSALEM REALTY

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business
Eta: 054-723-3863 Rachel: 052-546-6425

Amazing stand alone homes in
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY

OLD KATAMON 80 sgm with 1
2 bedrooms and 2 bath- ’
rooms, one flight up with el- 8

evator. Completely renovated l JI I
with terrace that opens into §
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sukka terrace, Shabbat
elevator, brand new apt
ready in 2 years.

Only 6,500,000 NIS.

In GERMAN COLONY,

140 sgm on one floor, 2nd
floor walk up, completely
renovated with 4 bedrooms
and 2 full bathrooms.

Large sukka terrace.
7,100,000 NIS

In BAKA, most sought out location.

New apartment duplex of 236 sgqm plus 81 sgm of
outdoor space. Plus parking.

For more info call Eta: 0547233863

¥
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enclosed in a magical
courtyard:

3 bedrooms 2 full bath-
rooms one flight up.
Beautiful spacious sukka
terrace facing open
gardens. Completely
renovated with architec-
tual design & high level
finishes.

6,250,000 NIS

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com
Eta: 054-723-3863 - Rachel: 052-546-6425

etamorrisrealty.co.il
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And if a brother will not show mercy to
a brother, who will show mercy to them?
To whom do the poor of Israel lift up their
eyes? To the Gentiles who hate them and
pursue them? Their eyes are turned to
their brethren alone. (Mishneh Torah,
Laws of Gifts to the Poor, 10:2)

This sense of kinship, fraternity and the
family bond, is at the heart of the idea
of Kol Yisrael arevin zeh bazeh, “All Jews
are responsible for one another.” Or as
Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai put it, “When one
Jew is injured, all Jews feel the pain.”1

Why is Judaism built on this model of
the family? Partly to tell us that God did
not choose an elite of the righteous or a
sect of the likeminded. He chose a family
— Abraham and Sarah’s descendants —
extended through time. The family is the
most powerful vehicle of continuity, and
the kinds of changes Jews were expected
to make to the world could not be achieved
in a single generation. Hence the impor-
tance of the family as a place of education
(“You shall teach these things repeatedly to
your children ...”) and of handing the story
on, especially on Pesach through the Seder
service.

Another reason is that family feeling is
the most primal and powerful moral bond.
The scientist ]. B. S. Haldane famously said,
when asked whether he would jump into
a river and risk his life to save his drown-
ing brother, “No, but I would do so to save
two brothers or eight cousins.” The point
he was making was that we share 50 per
cent of our genes with our siblings, and

1 Mechilta de-Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai
to Ex. 19:6.
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an eighth with our cousins. Taking a risk
to save them is a way of ensuring that our
genes are passed on to the next generation.
This principle, known as “kin selection”, is
the most basic form of human altruism. It
is where the moral sense is born.

That is a key insight, not only of biology
but also of political theory. Edmund Burke
famously said that “To be attached to the
subdivision, to love the little platoon we
belong to in society, is the first principle
(the germ as it were) of public affections.
It is the first link in the series by which we
proceed towards a love to our country, and
to mankind.”2 Likewise Alexis de Tocque-
ville said, “As long as family feeling was
kept alive, the opponent of oppression was
never alone.”3

Strong families are essential to free soci-
eties. Where families are strong, a sense of
altruism exists that can be extended out-
ward, from family to friends to neighbours
to community and from there to the nation
as a whole.

It was the sense of family that kept
Jews linked in a web of mutual obligation
despite the fact that they were scattered
across the world. Does it still exist? Some-
times the divisions in the Jewish world
go so deep, and the insults hurled by one
group against another are so brutal that
one could almost be persuaded that it does
not. In the 1950s Martin Buber expressed

2 Edmund Burke (1729-1797). Reflec-
tions on the French Revolution: The Harvard
Classics, 1909-14.

3 Democracy in America, Chapter XVII:
Principal causes which tend to maintain the
democratic republic in the United States.



the belief that the Jewish people in the tra-
ditional sense no longer existed. Knesset
Yisrael, the covenantal people as a single
entity before God, was no more. The divi-
sions between Jews, religious and secular,
orthodox and non-orthodog, Zionist and
non-Zionist, had, he thought, fragmented
the people beyond hope of repair.

Yet that conclusion is premature for
precisely the reason that makes family so
elemental a bond. Argue with your friend
and tomorrow he may no longer be your
friend, but argue with your brother and
tomorrow he is still your brother. The book
of Genesis is full of sibling rivalries but they
do not all end the same way. The story of
Cain and Abel ends with Abel dead. The
story of Isaac and Ishmael ends with their
standing together at Abraham’s grave. The
story of Esau and Jacob reaches a climax
when, after a long separation, they meet,
embrace and go their separate ways. The
story of Joseph and his brothers begins with
animosity but ends with forgiveness and
reconciliation. Even the most dysfunctional
families can eventually come together.

The Jewish people remains a family,
often divided, always argumentative, but
bound in a common bond of fate nonethe-
less. As our parsha reminds us, that person
who has fallen is our brother or sister, and
ours must be the hand that helps them rise
again. |

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
zt”| are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversa-
tion’ series on the weekly Torah teaching.
With thanks to the Schimmel Family for their
generous sponsorship, dedicated in loving
memory of Harry (Chaim) Schimmel. Visit
www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

+4rooms, 115m, in Pinsker building.
fully renovated, closets, electrical appliances,
high floor, succa, magnificent views, immediate

« Wolfson Towers - 5 rooms, 135m,
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Shabbat elevator

» San Simon, penthouse, 300m, duplex,
5 bedroom. Magnificent views, parking,
Shabbat elevator

« Katamon - 4 room garden apt. renovated,
parking, close to shteiblach, shopping

« Wolfson Towers - 5 room apt. renovated,
high floor, views, Shabbat elevator
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Dr. Harry Weisman
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Author of
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Weight loss Consultation
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PROBING

istening to the Torah reading this
week can be a rather difficult
challenge. The first parasha of
B’har delineates the various mitzvot that
would be incumbent upon Israel to observe
upon their entry to the land, including the
laws of Shemita and of Yovel, as well as
the proper the regulations regarding the
sale and redemption of ancestral estates.
In short, the first parasha lays down these
requirements to impress upon the nation
the inherent sanctity of the land — and the
privilege they received to live there. In con-
trast to that theme, the second parasha of
B’chukotai focuses on the punishments and
eventual exile from the land were the peo-
ple to ignore the holiness of Eretz Yisrael
and fail to observe those laws and regu-
lations. The theme of the second parasha,
therefore, is one a denial of the sanctity of
the land and the loss of our privilege to live
there.
One parasha of promise; one parasha of
doom.

Pinchus Klahr, MD
Rheumatology

US Board Certified / Misrad HaBriut recognized specialist
in all Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain
Conscientious “‘American style” Care

Conveniently located at
Refa Na Medical Center. Givat Shaul, Jerusalem

052-713-2224

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health Centerinrgs  02-970-1100

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Center

THE PROPHETS

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

Further upsetting our peaceful Shabbat
is the worrying choice of past scholars to
read the 16th and 17th prakim of Sefer
Yirmiyahu for our haftarah. These chapters
seem, at first glance, to focus our attention
upon the tochacha (admonition) portion
of B’chukotai, with the navi’s harsh words
assailing the sins of the people. The navi’s
forewarnings such as: “Chatat Yehuda
Kk’tuva b’et barzel” — “The sin of Yehuda is
written with a pen of iron”, or “v’ha’avad’ti-
cha et oyvecha ba’aretz asher lo yad’ta”
— “I shall make you serve your enemies in
a land you do not know”...” and “’ki esh
k’dachtem b’api, ad olam tukad”” - “the fire
you've kindled in My anger will glow into
the future.” — these are not messages that
we would want to keep in our hearts as we
turn back to our tefillah on Shabbat!

With these disconcerting thoughts, I
turned to HaRav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch
to see how he understands these troubling
messages. And I am glad that I did. Rav
Hirsch sees this haftarah in a totally dif-
ferent light. “Hashem Uzi U'ma’uzi”, the
opening words of the haftarah, praising
Hashem as his “strength and refuge”, sets
the tone for the entire haftarah, argues Rav
Hirsch. The navi, who was witness to the
destruction of the Mikdash and the galut
of his people, nonetheless glorifies G-d as
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his “strength” and his “refuge” because he
does not see the galut experience simply
as a punishment. Rather, he sees the sad
years of the Diaspora as a prelude to the
great redemption.

As Rav Hirsch writes:

“G-d, who made this powerless, help-
less, abandoned...people triumphant, and
gave them indomitable independence and
endurance ...and always accorded them
refuge and salvation in every hour of dan-
ger....will ultimately gather all the nations
to Him.”

In the eyes of Rav Hirsch, our haftarah is
not a reflection of the tochacha in the para-
sha, but its very antithesis! Our ancients
chose this message of Yirmiyahu in order
to grant us comfort after having listened to
the tochecha. Israel’s survival of the galut
- with its sufferings, its pogroms, its ghet-
tos — proves why Hashem is “Uzi Uma’uzi”.
The terrible tochacha of the parasha must
be seen as the precursor to the magnificent
geula!

And, when we see the haftarah as Rav
Hirsch does, if we regard the parasha’s
admonitions as part of the redemption pro-
cess, we are able to return to our tefillot in
a much better frame of mind.

I know that I will! m

LIFE SETTLEMENTS

Do you have a life insurance policy you:
« No longer want?
« No longer need?
« Can no longer afford the premium?
« Could you use extra money
instead of keeping your policy?

| can guarantee that if you qualify with the
underwriting process | can get you more money
than if you cash it in with the company.

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com
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@@= EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES
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US TODAY TO GET THE
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AMAZING COTTAGE, BET HAKEREM, JLM
4.5BR|179m2 built] on 3 levels| 180m? garden | renovated
PRICE REDUCTION! NIS 7,950,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

2 RENOVATED STUDIO APTS, MACHANE YEHUDA, JLM
2 rooms |39 floor| 15+18m?|rented out for NIS 2700+2500
NIS 1,590,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

COZY & AIRY APT, MACHANE YEHUDA, JLM
2BR 4" floor | 45m? built | 4m? balcony
NIS 1,910,000 - Mendel: 052-720-3497

SPECTACULAR PENTHOUSE, OLD KATAMON, JLM
4.5 BR penthouse |140m?| roof terrace with view
NIS 7,490,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

ATTRACTIVE PROPERTY, NACHLAQT, JLM
2BR | 65m?|balcony | parking | storage
NIS 2,730,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

APT WITH GORGEOUS VIEW, HAR HOMA, JLM
3BR[81m?| 2 bathrooms | Ground floor out of 5
PRICE REDUCTIONI! NIS 2,980,000 - Ouriel: 058-516-1356

EXCELLENT APT FOR INVESTMENT, FRENCH HILL, JLM
2BR | 7thfloorout of 7 | 63 sgm | in process of Pinui Binui
2,250,000 NIS - Ouriel: 058-516-1356

FOR SALE: AMAZING DUPLEX PENTHOUSE, EFRAT:
4BR, 168 sgm | large balconies | 3 exposures
NIS 3,895,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

COTTAGE WITH TREMENDOUS POTENTIAL, EFRAT
6BR | 190m? | on 4 levels | 3 baths | sukkah balcony
NIS 3,690,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

BEAUTIFUL SEMI-DETACHED HOME, EFRAT

5BR | 3 stories | 180m? built | 160m? garden

NIS 4,950,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

FABULOUS APT WITH CHARMING YARD, MITZPE YERICHO
6BR | 165m2 built | 70m2 garden | storage unit

Price reduction! For more info: Mordechai: 052-720-3089

PRIVATE HOME WITH STUNNING VIEW, MITZPE YERICHO
5BR | 4 baths | 330m? built | 500m? lot | sukkah balcony
NIS 4,300,000 - Mordechai: 052-720-3089

Noam Homes
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Noam Homes
24 Even Sapir St., Jerusalem

058-793-2222

office@noamhomes.com

Scan to visit our site
www.noamhomes.com

OU ISRAEL CENTER 27



A

Iy

&
»

Parshat Bechukotai opens on a positive
note describing the blessings that will
befall upon us if we fulfill the mitzvot. We
will be blessed with rain, excess produce,
peace etc. Then thereis alengthy depiction
of what will transpire in the event that Am
Yisrael does not follow in the path of the
Torah. It is known as the tochecha. There is
a narrative of many atrocities, all of which
we have unfortunately witnessed through-
out the generations.

When we are introduced to the blessings
the term used is -137n npnaox - if you fol-
low in the path of my statues (Vayikra 26:3).
However, when introduced to the curses,
the phrase used is 7 wpuwny7-on -Butifyou
do not listen to Me (Vayikra 26:14). Why is
the language not parallel? It should have
stated — if you do not follow in the path of
my statutes. 1371 ~7 npnaoN. Why does the
Torah prefer to use the term wnwn~?, alack
of listening when introducing the reason
for the severe punishments?

We will provide an answer based on an
idea expressed by L’shimcha Elyon. The
first step in getting anywhere is listening.
All too often people may hear another,
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RABBI SHALOM
m Rav Kebhilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

but the sound enters one ear and exits the
other. Listening is not just hearing. It is
processing, internalizing and understand-
ing what is heard.

The gemara in Eruvin (13) declares that
when there is a dispute between Bet Hil-
lel and Bet Shamai, most often the halacha
is in accordance with the view of Bet Hil-
lel. One of the explanations provided is
because Bet Hillel tried to understand the
shita of Bet Shamai first. They were will-
ing to listen and delve into what another
expressed in order to reach the truth.

Bet Hillel learned from Hillel - an indi-
vidual who was likely one of the greatest
listeners who ever lived. A story is told in
the gemara of a Friday afternoon where
a visitor appeared at Hillel’s door shortly
before Shabbat to ask Hillel several trivial
questions. Hillel listened intently to each
question and patiently responded. It is Hil-
lel who listened to the requests of three
potential converts who attached conditions
to their conversions (one wanted to be the

\®

PREMIUM MOVING
TN N7

Moving ¢ Packing < Storage

053-7272-815

www.premiummoving.co.il



kohen gadol, another to learn the Torah
on one foot). After understanding each of
them, he knew how best to respond and
each accepted Judaism unconditionally.

With respect to Yitro we are told unwn
1 - Yitro heard. The entire world heard
of what transpired at Yam Suf. Yitro not
only “heard”. It did not just enter his ears,
it entered his heart! He internalized and
changed his life based on what he learned.

Imagine an individual learning about the
mitzva of tzadaka. He is then interrupted
by a knock on the door and a poor man
asks for charity. The individual’s response
is “sorry, I am in the middle of learning
right now and I cannot interrupt my stud-
ies to engage in giving charity.” Such an
individual may be gaining an understand-
ing of the mitzva of charity, but he does not
listen to what he learns.

The tochacha begins with a warning
to us. If we do not listen to the words
of the Torah- if we do not internalize
what we learn and make it a part of us,
then we will likely not properly fulfil the
commandments.

As we state twice daily — Shema Yisrael -
Listen Israel — may we be able to make the
Torah a part of us so that the fulfillment of
mitzvot becomes second nature.

KOSHER APT FOR WEEKLY RENT

Netanya Bialik St., 2 bedrooms, Sea view,
across from promenade, Shuls, market,
A/C, Cable TV, wi-fi, linens,
non-Shabbat Elevator. 700 NIS/night

Email:
lovelyvacationapartment@gmail.com

WhatsApp USA: +1-631-523-3202

Ben Zimra

REAL ESTATE

The best deals in Jerusalem

FOR SALE

GREAT INVESTMENT IN NACHALAOT -
Charming 2 rooms, nice garden, character,
quiet, good location 2,100,000 NIS

GIVAT ORANIM - Large 3 rooms, first floor,
small garden, good shape, 3 balconies,
parking, 2,600,000 NIS

KIRYAT SHMUEL - Penthouse, 5 rooms,
180m, small building with accessibility,
elevator, terrace, 30m, master bedroom, for
renovation, parking, rare!

HEART OF BAKA WITH GARDEN -

luxury 5 rooms, 200m, with private garden
of 125m, large living room, 2 parkings,
storageroom, quiet, rare!

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com
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Madar Law Office

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation
Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice
Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909
Madar@netvision.net.il

OU ISRAEL CENTER 29



REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES

Major
Makeover

“Im bechukotai teleichu ve’et mitzvotai
tishmiru ve’asitem otam - If you follow
my laws and keep my mitzvot and per-
form them...” (Vayikra 26;3) This is the
prerequisite to receiving the beautiful
rewards of enjoyment and tranquility
promised by Hashem. The Midrash notes
the redundancy in the verse and com-
ments on the curious choice of the words
“ve’asitem otam”, drawn from the root
word “asah — to make”. The sages thus
said that if one follows the Torah, G-d will
consider it as if he himself has “made” the
mitzvah. Another interpretation offered
by the Midrash is that Hashem will con-
sider one who does the mitzvot to have
“made” himself. What is the Midrash
trying to teach us with these exegetical
comments?

The Tosher Rebbe in Avodat Avodah
comments on the Midrash - how is it
possible for us to deserve any credit for
doing mitzvot? Hashem gives us a house,
only then can we put up a mezuzah.
Hashem gives us a child; only then can
we perform a bris. Every opportunity to
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Faculty, OU Israel Center

do a mitzvah is G-d given, what do we
do that is deserving of reward? Thus,
says the Tosher Rebbe, the only mitzvot
we can take credit for are those that we
“Initiate.” Meaning, that a person takes
a non-mitzvah activity and elevates it to
serve Hashem. When a person eats with
the intention of serving Hashem, he has
transformed that moment and created a
spiritual connection. We know that when
Hashem created the world, He did not
send down rain until man was present to
work the land. Rain, geshem, is a meta-
phor for gashmiut, the physicality of this
world. Material matter is only worthy of
being in this world if man can transform
it into something sublime.

How do we understand that if one keeps
Torah and mitzvot, he is considered to
have “made himself?” Rav Reiss in Me’rosh
Tzurim explains that Torah directs our
actions and perspectives so we become
more spiritual and elevated. Torah laws
guide us how to speak, think, and even

%’f Properties ltd.

For Sale: 25 Ben Maimon, 4 rooms, 113m,
2 bathrooms, porch, 1st floor, elevator,
6.2 million NIS
For Sale in Katamon: exclusive, Rashbag st.,
garden apt, renovated, a/c, underfloor heating,
5 rooms, 146m, asking 4.7million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il
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how to feel towards others. When one
allows his Divine image to dominate his
every activity and response, he becomes a
king over his inner world; his self-control
“makes” him who he is. Hence, the great
variety of mitzvot are not to be viewed as
a burden imposed upon us from Above,
rather, they serve as repetitive practice to
ensure that our spiritual selves govern our
decisions and choices.

Consequently, Rav Scheinerman in
Ohel Moshe explains Dovid Hamelech’s
impassioned words, “tzama lecha nafshi,
kama lecha be’sari - my soul yearns for
You, my flesh pines for You” (Tehillim
63;3). Clearly, it is not surprising that
one’s soul would yearn for Hashem,
but for the physical body to yearn for
Hashem... that can only come from the
transformative nature of living a Torah
life. With the focused practice of Torah
and mitzvot we indeed can revolutionize
ourselves, reaching more exalted, loftier
dimensions.

The defining factor, says Rav Weiss-
blum, is feeling a sweetness in learning
Torah. When one feels the joy and pleas-
antness of Torah, he can be assured that
Torah’s Divine impact and influence will
find its mark. m

One person’s trash is another
person’s treasure...

We buy old sifrei kodesh, judaica

gold, silver, coins, collectables,

banknotes, antiques and more...
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NEW APARTMENTS NEAR THE SEA

- o : — — 7
NAHARIYA, IL 3 BEDROOM 4 BEDROOM
w/ SEA VIEWS 1.47M NIS 1.75M NIS
$401k USD * $447k USD *
BAT YAM, IL 2 BEDROOM 4 BEDROOM
3.07MNIS 3.5M NIS
$837k USD * $954k USD *
NETANYA, IL 4 BEDROOM 4 BEDROOM
w/ Sea View
- 3.15M NIS 3.65M NIS
$866k USD * $1.0M USD *

ASHKELON, IL 3 BEDROOMS w/ SEA VIEW

2.25M NIS - 2.95M NIS depending on Fir #

*USA BUYERS - THE DOLLAR IS AT 3.6 NIS; WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

Call For Details
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RealCapital

USA 786 385-8859

[ Vacation In Yavniel

Villa and Tzimmers
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WILLA RIMONA
YAVNIEL

+ All Year-round From Couples to Groups of 40+
* Opposite Shul/Mikeveh
* 12 Minute Drive to the Kinneret

058 400-5545 - www.villarimona.com Villarimona@gmail.com

ARE YOU REALLY ON TOP OF
YOUR FINANCES?

DO YOU KNOW WHEN YOU
CAN RETIRE?

AS A US TAXPAYER, DO YOU
KNOW WHERE TO INVEST?

AARON FROLICH, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER 054-320-8077
aaron@greenpeakadvisors.com | www.greenpeakadvisors.com

oreen peak apvisors MEZAA

uking Y50 1 Flnaecib Secaity CFP
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Chizuk

In the height of High Holiday celebra-
tions in autumn of 1978, the Lubavitcher
Rebbe suffered a heart attack. Dr. Ira Weiss
of Chicago, a renowned cardiologist who
had written a textbook on heart rhythm
analysis, served as the head of the team of
doctors who treated the Rebbe. For years
following the Rebbe’s miraculous recovery,
Dr. Weiss continued to maintain a close
relationship, attending annual farbren-
gens and closely monitoring the Rebbe’s
wellbeing.

One year, Dr. Weiss brought a profes-
sional colleague with him, Dr. Gerald
Dorros Jr., a world-renowned cardiovas-
cular interventionist from Wisconsin.
After the farbrengen and medical con-
sultation, Dr. Dorros had the opportunity
of a few private moments with the Rebbe
in yechidus. Not knowing what to expect
from a deeper conversation with the
Rebbe, he was surprised when the Rebbe
suggested that the doctor should devote
himself to preventative medicine: ‘Con-
sider treating people who are healthy
— not only those who are suffering from
illness or in need of emergency medical
care. You can make healthy people even
more healthy.”

“Are we to believe that we can improve
on what the Almighty has done?” replied

32 TORAH TIDBITS 1515 / BEHAR BECHUKOTAI

RABBI JUDAH

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

the doctor with curiosity. “Of course!”
the Rebbe responded. “If a layman can’t
improve on what the Almighty has cre-
ated in this world, and if a doctor does not
aim to improve on what the Almighty has
done, then what are we doing here with
our lives?”

Our sedra introduces us to our Torah-de-
fined responsibility in lending a helping
hand and issues a prohibition against tak-
ing/charging interest on a loan when assist
our neighbors and brothers in their time
of need:

"0 W 2313 PT1IRY T Y0 0N 0]
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“If your brother becomes destitute and
his hand falters beside you, you shall sup-
port him, whether a convert or a resident,
so that he can live with you... Do not take
interest from him.”

(Vayikra, 25:35-6)

Rashi adds detail in his commentary on
the verses:
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TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's

(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading
! Michael 052.286.8626
—h Photography with feeling
Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography




“Do not allow him to fall down and col-
lapse altogether, in which case it would
be difficult to pick him up again [from
his dire poverty]. Rather, “support him”
while his hand is still faltering [for then it
is easier to help him out of his trouble]. To
what can this be compared? To a load on a
donkey-while it is still on the donkey, one
person can grasp it and hold it in place.
Once it falls to the ground, however, [even]
five people cannot pick it up.”

Before someone becomes completely
destitute and is in need of a bail-out, reha-
bilitation, we must strengthen them, and to
be 1710 nn v, ‘ahead of the curve’, antici-
pating what may happen before it does.

Rambam (Matnas Aniyim, 10:7) provides
us with even greater detail:
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Y01 JRY 78w T3 pTOBD A7 IR0 12907 'Ry

17 NYDTD TN MIAW 1BY WY IN TNI70 N 1330 17
INYY IMI7 109Y NIW T T AN PI07 712 N7
0 WM 1313 PTG (717 12 NApM) MmN AT Y]

120N 797 NW TV 13 PI0G 9173 "Ry

“There are eight levels in charity, each
level surpassing the other. The highest
level, beyond which there is none, is a
person who supports a Jew who has fallen
into poverty [by] giving him a present or a
loan, entering into partnership with him,
or finding him work so that his hand will be
fortified so that he will not have to ask oth-
ers for a hand-out: ‘You shall support him,
the stranger, the resident, and he shall live
among you.” Meaning, support him before
he falls and becomes needy.”

Our charge of v’hechezakta bo,
“strengthen and support one another” is to
do so spiritually as well as materially. This
includes offering words of encouragement

MORTGAGE ISRAEL

Israel's Leading Mortgage Company Since 2003

HELPING YOU PURCHASE YOUR HOME IN ISRAEL ¢

& ( Mortgages >—< Refinancing >—<H0rne Equity) /C_:

ADAM SIEGEL
052-371-1871
ASIEGEL@
MORTGAGEISRAEL COM

ot e ]

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

peony B ©O,, GG oo pu

YITZGHAK WAGNER
053-722-8001
YWAGNER@
MORTGAGEISRAEL GOM

DAVI KATZ ARYEH STRICKODFF

054-333-0039 058-532-5012
DKATZ@ ASTRIGKOFF@

MORTGAGEISRAEL GOM

NO-OBLIGATION, FREE CONSULTATIONS!

www.mortgageisrael.com info@mortgageisrael.com
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or guidance, and whatever resources we
may have at our disposal. Perhaps some-
one can benefit from our social currency,
our professional introduction, our listen-
ing ear or good word, but the main thing
is devoting ourselves to the ‘preventative
medicine’ of vhechezakta bo.

Rebbe Moshe Alshich notes that when
we are presented with an opportunity to
help, we sometimes imagine others with
more skills, resources, better connections
or greater wealth, to be in a better position
to assist. However, in the commandment,
NN “your brother” is in Tn* nwy, singu-
lar form. This means your brother or
sister, not that of the person with more
resources. Our calling is to take others’
potential needs personally, see them as
our own brother or sister, and even to
imagine that we are the only one able to
be of assistance to them. We should not
passively assume that others will do our
mitzvah for us.

Rebbe Nosson Dovid of Shidlovitz (Sefer
Imrei Binah, Parshas Behar), writes:

“When one loves another, he can uplift
him spiritually. If one is invited to dine
with the king, and replies, I don't want
to go unless my friend comes with me’ he

has expressed a deep bond of love, and has
manifested the ultimate, inner goal and
meaning of the Covenant between Am Yis-
rael and Hashem. This applies to every Jew.
To the degree that a person takes part in
manifesting the relationship and strength-
ening the Covenant between friends and
God, he can bring the entire world to
perfection.”

Before taking leave of the Rebbe, Dr.
Dorros asked one last question: “Are you
asking me to attempt to make man a perfect
being?” “No,” the Rebbe told him, “that is
not what is asked of you.” With a twinkle,
he added: “Leave that for Mashiach.”

Dr. Dorros later founded the Dor-
ros-Feuer Interventional Cardiovascular
Disease Foundation — and as Medical
Director, continues to promote proactive
heart health and wellbeing to countless
recipients, “making healthy people even
more healthy”.

By lifting one another up, and strength-
ening each other even before we might face
an inner or outer challenge, may we merit
the restoration — and perfection — of our
collective physical and spiritual health,
with the coming of Mashiach, soon and in
our days. |

_m- Get the Best of Both Worlds

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

ca 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il - www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA
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Annual Torah Learn-A-Thon

Online Torah from OTS rabbis, rabbaniyot, shlichim
and alumni to prepare for Shavuot and to honor
Rabbi Shlomo Riskin on his birthday

OTS founder and Rosh THREE CHANNELS OF SHIURIM FROM
HaYeshiva Rabbi Shlomo . )
Riskin has dedicated his OTS President and Rosh HaYeshiva

Torah Judaism accessible
and meaningful for hundreds

R N g Rabbanit NomiBerman
worldwide.

Rabbi David Brofsky
The Ohr Torah Stone
family is proud to Rabbanit Sally Mayer
continue his legacy.
Rabbi Yoni Rosensweig

and dozens more!

SPECIAL TISCH WITH
Rabbi Shilomo Katz

b zoomnks Ots.org.il/shavuot

This year, the online learn-a-thon is dedicated in
loving memory of Lucy, Maia and Rina Dee Z”L
who continue to inspire us all.
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ROSH CHODESH SIVAN SEMINAR FOR WOMEN
Focusing on the Aseret Halerot
~ Sunday May 21, 1 Sivan, 9:15AM — 1:00PM ]

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer Brachfeld a’h

INWOU
550 qer 9 N3 kere 7N NM :
ale
9:15AM The Top 10: A Look at the Aseret 11:05AM Yahrtzeit Brunch C
HaDibrot Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski Ef_r?:?h_
11:25AM nxn K5: End-of-Life Issues
9:25AM " >max — Let's Talk Emunah Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

Rabbi David Aaron
12:10PM mmann n>: The Prohibition of
Jealousy- Parameters, Preventatives and

Prescriptions
Mrs. Sara Leah Haber

10:15AM or ax 122 — The Ageless Mitzvah
of Respecting Parents and a Special Tribute to our
Mother, Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a"h

The Brachfeld and Pruwer families

40NIS Brunchwill Babysitting available
ol be served upon request
22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM | REGISTRATION REQUIRED AT - WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG/EVENTS/SIVAN2023

Weekly LAyla Day of
Learning for Women
<o

9:15AM Torah Tapestries Parsha Class with Mrs. Shira Smiles
10:15AM Coffee and Refreshments
10:30AM Megillat Rut with Mrs. Leah Feinberg
11:20AM A Bite of Tefilla - Sandwiches and Davening Insights with
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski
12:00PM Hashkafic Insights into Sefirat HaOmer with
Mrs. Sara Malka Reichman

40NIS for the day
Register at www.ouisrael.org/events/layla-day

OU ISRAEL CENTER | 22 KEREN HAYESOD ST. YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9100
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Calling all new Olim fawmilies!

Join the next event of our Hebrew-on-the-Go
series as we travel around Israel and learn some Hebrew!

PH/‘ %am %M’Mﬁ/’ﬁl( ﬁg@'f Family Experience at the Ramparts Walk

IR OU

WEDNESDAY MAY 17, 4:00PM- 6:00PM

+ Learn Hebrew words related to Yerushalayim and the Old City

» Walk across the walls of the OId City and see some incredible views

+ Songs and games geared to teach children about Yom Yerushalayim
o+ Meet other Olim famllles _ qagl
' ing point - & O)Pre*TegiStration required

T :v/\g_gt1ﬁ‘rl

L
|

THURSDAY EVENING MAY 25 @ 8:45 _P_M_ !

For Young Professionals, ages 30-45
Delicious Mehadrin Dairy Buffet Seuda _ *
followed by Shavuot Night Learning
at OU Israel Center, 22 Keren HaYesod Street
Limited Seating available,

65 NIS per person, pre-registration required
www.ouisrael.org/events/jchat-shavuot-night-meal- for—voung_ *’"ﬁ_ als”

£

OU ISRAEL CENTER 02-560-9100 WWW. OUISRAEL ORG
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SHIUR SPONSORS DOROT - T/e OU Women’s
Wednesday, May 3rd - Rabbi Mannings shiur is sponsored Intergenemtwna[ CbO]T
by Mrs. Vivian Brachfeld in loving memory of her brother

"7 M ONNaN 12 On3n on his yahrzeit

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

Monday May 15 - all morning shiurim are sponsored
in loving memory of our mother Elaine Mittman
LU 11711 71712 111 NU'™N 10N
on her third yahrzeit - 1N 12
Bobbie & Heshy Brooks and Arlene Anteby

Thursday, May 18 - All learning today is in memory of
Irving J. Abramowitz z'l
"1 '2TI0 ONID YW1 12 01 pax' Nnwi 179 — "_\Jf;

R

o
~~ PRI HADASH

U
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic W?{%&%I:Ig ‘(I)th} agﬁgL‘Aé%ﬁﬁ%}éOP

year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of their parents,
Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z

Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year
"1 NYW 12 110 w1 1"V ON1aN N2 00 w1999

al

Y7 OIPAT AWM 11 12TA01 1IN ROT A3 70m) Monbap mOTn'lngS I0.30-12.30
Rosi and Ernest Strauss 2"l - X
7"T OINOW TIT 12 INI T 013N 12 TIDY For more betm[s, Cd“ Rutb 02.-628-7359 )
Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur - Minchat Chinuch is sponsored or ]Mbv 054-569-0410 ‘ S
for the academic year 2023 by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman &?,"(ﬂs
o=l d

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z'|
T YN N3 0"Y N0NT 9T I 12 i

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman 2’1 GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:
137897 171 12 YT 1IN INIDW 300 Exercise for ladies
Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts at the OU Israel Center
Irma Haas a"h and Hilde Myer a"h Sura Faecher 0504153239
Rabbi Manning’s shiur

has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year OVEI’ 1600 audio and VideO shiurim

2"11099 12 17911 7"V 113131 N3 13131 w17 - N d
, , for listening and downloading
Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur

is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR WITH
RABBI CHANOCH YERES
outside the back of the

Please note: OU Israel Center at 5:15PM
Deadline for ads for the Shavuot/
Shabbat Parshat Naso issue -
Thursday, May 18th

) T9ra.hs

JX0'0U

A small Sefer Torah with its own
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses
or for any other necessary occasion
on a temporary free-loan basis.
If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173

please email or call Ita Rochel
ttads@ouisrael.org/ 02-5609125
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e Kids Pre-Shavuot 4

()/w%%mée/ ﬁ)ar/és/'o/)

with Kitchen Coach Henny Shor
TUES MAY 23, 4:00PM

Gluten free option available
Register at
www.ouisrael.org/events/shavouskids/

b i
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T
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EISRAELB ONLINE COMMUNITY

Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!

B Install the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones

(Dedicated in memory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
B Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
B We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
B Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
B Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more!

Subscribe to our IsraelB newsletter, follow us CONTACT BENJY SINGER:
on Twitter (@IsraelBayit) and join our Facebook benjysinger@israelb.org or
Page & Groups. (Links on IsraelB.org) 053-285-1526
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SUN, MAY 14

9:15 AM

Journey Through the Siddur
Rabbi David Walk
(Resumes May 21)

10:20 AM

Mishnah with Rambam’s
commentary Rabbi Dr.
Aaron Adler
(Resumes May 21)

11:30 AM

Shivat Tzion in Tanach:
Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

2:00 PM

Men's Talmud
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

10:00AM-12:00PM

MON, MAY 15

9:15 AM
Divrei Hayamim (L'Ayla)
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

10:30 AM

The Thought of Rav Kook
on Eretz Yisrael: A study of
the sefer Eretz Chefetz
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

11:45 AM
Novel Parsha Nuances
Rabbi Avi Herzog

8:30PM

Semichat Chaver
Program Rabbi Elyada
Goldwicht (The Bais)

ouisrael.org/events/
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TUE,MAY16 X

9:15 AM
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries (L'Ayla)

9:30AM
Minchat Chinuch Rabbi
Yitzchak Breitowitz

10:30AM
Parshat Hashavua
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

12:15PM
Jewish National Revival
Dr. Deborah Polster

2:00PM
Men'’s Talmud Rabbi Jeff
Bienenfeld

7:30PM (The Bais) Safrus
(Men) Rabbi Tzvi Mauner

8:00PM
Sefer Shmuel Rabbi Machlis

SPECIAL EVENTS

L'Ayla Morning of
Learning for Women

4 M Hebrew on the
Go- 0ld City Walk for
Young Olim Families




WED, MAY 17

9:00 AM

Torah and Technology
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
(new course)

(Resulmes May 31)

10:15 AM

Contemporary Halachic
Issues

Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:30 AM

Ani Maamin- But Do You
Know ifit's Really True?
Rabbi Yitzchak
Feigenbaum (new course)

12:30 PM Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Neil Winkler
Bagels/Spreads 30NIS

8:00 PM

Halachic Controversies
Rabbi Aschi Dick

(The Bais) New start time

*L'AYLA CLASSES
ARE FOR WOMEN ONLY

THURS, MAY 18

9:00 AM

Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:15am
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:30 AM

Unlocking the Messages
of Chazal

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

2:00 PM
Men’s Talmud-Mesechta —

Bava Basra
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

VIRTUAL SCHEDULE
(Zoom Only Classes):
https://us02web.zoom
us/}/88363420460

Password: ouisrael

Rabbi Taub
Parsha, 7:00PM Mon
Halacha, 7:00PM Wed

Rebbetzin Shatz
(LAyla)-Insights of
Chazal- Tues, 5:00PM

Rabbi Goldwicht
Parshat HaShavua
Wed. 8:30PM
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/2244321902
Password 18

THE BAIS CLASSES
AND PROGRAMS ARE
FOR MEN ONLY

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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The OU Israel ATID program for young Olot invites you to:

YOM YERUSHALAYIM ]
ON THE TAYELET o A

7:30AM Join hundreds of Olim for a Tefilla Chagigit
led by Rabbi Noam Koeningsberg
~ 9:30AM Enjoy breakfast on the Tayelet,
as Mrs. Golda Warhaftig
shares with us her fascinating
personal account of the Six
Day War
Pre-registration required.
www.ouisrael.org/events/atid-ym
Haas Promenade, Armon Hanatziv
OU ISRAEL CENTER | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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TUESDAY MAY 23, 800PM

+ Inspiring Shavuot Shiur with Rabbi Menachem Nissel
+ Meet & shmooze with new and old friends over ice cream!

- Deluxe Ice Cream Bar A)iffsrael Ne;r\G\ "
i en

- Cheesecake Shmorg . ‘ 'S anew program \
- Iced Coffee \ "' Single & marrjeq |
Registration required at: \\W"zfgf'n in thejr -
N ~<US-4p% -
www.ouisrael.org/events/ = s

_ L
nextgen-icecream FREE OF CHARGE

OU ISRAEL CENTER | 22 Keren HaYesod St., Jerusalem | 02-5609110

OU Israel L'Ayla presents:

THEMOMMY CLUB!

A~
SUN. MAY 14, 10:00AM-12:00PM x‘;‘%

‘Women Reaching

10:00 Music and Movement Mommy-and-Me with Liya Lewis
11:15 Triple”P”- Parsha, Parenting, and Prayer a
Shiur with Zemira Ozarowski

On-site babysitting included
Coffee and refreshments will be served

Register at www.ouisrael.org/events/moms & o~ FREEOF
CHARGE!!

OU ISRAEL CENTER | 22 KEREN HAYESOD ST. YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9100
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SPONSOR A

SHIUR

Sponsor a Shiur to support the ongoing
Torah leaming at the

0U Israel Center visit:
www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/
or email cspivack@ouisrael.org

W OU

single shiur 180nis
morning 360nis
or full day 500nis

Mon, May 15, 730 Pm
@OU Israel Center, 22 Keren Hayesod

A call to action:
How to douse the flames of
Great Lie of the Nakba

Presenter; Investigative journalist,
David Bedein

Author, Genesis of the Palestinian Authority (2017)
and UNRWA; Roadblock to Peace (2014)

URGENT TZEDAKAH APPEAL

for very ill, lonely widow woman with no family. Cancer survivor/
serious heart condition. Desperately needs money for basic needs/
medical expenses/place to live.
joanmarastern@gmail.com Phone 058-778-0691
Endorsed by: Rabbi Zev Leff/Rabbi Yaacov Hillel/ Rabbi Simcha Sheinberg/
Rebbetzin Dena Weinberg/Rabbi Yisrael Gans/Rabbi Dayan Dunner
Donations can be sent to:

Rebbetzin Tzipporah Gottlieb-Heller, Neve Yerushalayim
Seminary, 1Beit Yitshak Street, Har Nof, Jerusalem 94130 or to
Matat Mordechai Charity, Tax deductible Bank Mizrachi Tefachot.

Bank 20. Branch 520, account 128764. Widows account 3649

o

9NN 1980 99 mwpyb ny - T e 89 5-kn b kS

Can Halacha Change?

Toral: The Enouring & the Dynawic
with Rabbi Moshe Hauer
Executive Vice President, Orthodox Union

booklets. 0ld City Location TBA
Refreshments will be served

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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LEIL SHAVUOT, 12:00 AM-4:30 AM
An all-night in-depth Tikkun Leil Shavuot with source




IN YERUSHALAYIM!

Join OU Israel for a full night of dynamic Torah learning
0U Israel Center,
22 Keren HaYesod Street, Yerushalayim

THURSDAY, LEIL SHAVUOT | MAY 25

11:00PM np1onan n7in Rabbi Moshe Hauer,
Executive Vice President ,Orthodox Union

11:30PM “Weapons of Ideological War: The Surprising (and Inspiring) Origins
of Our Most Prominent Minhagim”
Rabbi Yaakov Kermaier

12:30AM One People, One Heart
Rabbi Sam Shor

TBA

Marking Rav Soloveitchik’s 30th Yahrtzeit-
The Stories He Loved to Tell-Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

Shavuot Night Learning is generously sponsored by Rabbi Nachman and Feiga Kahana

OU ISRAEL CENTER




DRILY BEIT MIDRASH
LEARNING AT THE
YESHIVAT HESDER HAGOLAN!

'[’IJ 0" m INCREDIBLE TIVULIM ALL DVER
. ) NORTHERN ISRREL INCLUDING
UNFORGETTABLE SUMMER EXPERIENCE A 3-DRY CRMPING TRIP!

W JULY 4-20, 2023 Feokpmciey EXCITING SUMMER CAMP

ATMOSPHERE WITH
R~ SPORTS AND A POOL

DALY BETMIDRASH
LEARNING AT THE
LOCAL MIDRASHA!

INCREDIBLE TIYULIM ALL DVER

= AMRINGSUMMER AN .
- ATMOSPHERE WITH CHESED
(AR

6 () e FOR MORE INFO VISIT CHALNCSY ORG

WO
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ENTERING 5TH - FAGIN MANHIGUT-

9TH GRADES ENTERING 10TH & 11TH GRADES
Price 7400 NIS Price 7600 NIS
Dates: July 4 - 20 Dates: July 3 - 20

o
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B SIMCHAT SHMUEL
" BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

he second of our two parshiyot
this Shabbat, Parshat Bechukotai
begins with the words:

“Im Bechukotai teleichu,if you walk in
my statutes and safeguard my command-
ments and fulfill them, then I will provide
rain at its proper time.”

Rashi, in a famous comment explains
the words, Im Bechukotai Teleichu- if you
walk in my statutes, to be an instruction
to immerse ourselves in Torah- Shetihiyu
Ameilim Batorah-to immerse oneselfin the
labor of Torah.

How are we to understand this insight
of Rashi?

In the fifth chapter of Sefer Iyov (verse
7) we read: adam le'amel yulad....A per-
son is born to toil/labor.

The Great Chasidic Master, the Avodat
Yisrael of Koshnitz zy'a points out that
the word Le'amel-lamed, ayin, mem,
lamed is an acronym for the words
Lilmod al menat lelamed- to study
Torah, in order that we may teach it to
others..."

How are we to fulfill the precept to
walk in Hashem's statutes? By delving
into the Torah's wisdom, and sharing the
relevance, morality and beauty of Torah
with others.

Rabbi Avraham Borenstein,the Avnei
Nezer, the first Rebbe of Sokatchov,
zy'a defines this experience of amei-
lut b'Torah, with these words from the

48 TORAH TIDBITS 1515/ BEHAR BECHUKOTAI

introduction to his work Eglei Tal.

'The essential definition of immersion in
Torah, is that one needs to find fulfillment,
and sweetness or pleasantness in that
which is being learned...'

Rav Kook, zy'a, in the ninth chapter of
Orot HaTorah, echoes these sentiments,
and says though it is important that a per-
son strives to achieve basic fluency and
fundamental knowledge of all areas of
Torah wisdom, it is important to recog-
nize that as individuals each of our souls
may be drawn more to a particular area
of Torah study. True ameilut, is to find
those areas of Torah wisdom that most
resonate with our hearts and souls, and
to let the sweetness of that wisdom per-
meate our entire being.

Yehi Ratzon, that each of us may find
that chelek in the Torah HaKedosha
within which our neshama may truly
experience that matikut, the sweetness of
Torah, and be blessed to share the sweet-
ness of Torah with one another.... m
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YOM YERUSHALAYIM

GEULAS YISRAEL

Six for Six:
How the World
Changed in
SIx Days

The actual state of Israel was estab-
lished 75 years ago in 1948. However, the
modern state of Israel as we know it, was
launched in 1967. The six-day war was so
revolutionary and so transformative, that
in many ways, it was more groundbreak-
ing than 1948. Thousands of years ago,
Hashem created our natural world in six
days. Fifty-six years ago, during the week
before Matan Torah, He reshaped history
in six quick days. Here is a list of the six
major revolutions which occurred during
those six days in June

Six for Six.

The Biblical
Corridor

In 1948, we
were graciously
“permitted”
to return to a
carved-up parcel
of our ancient g
Homeland. After
the shock and
horror of the
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BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN

Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

Holocaust, our return to Israel soothed the
world’s conscience and, additionally, solved
the thorny issue of unwanted and “undesir-
able” Jewish refugees. By contrast, in 1967,
we returned to the Biblical corridor —a pas-
sage of land which cuts through the heart of
Israel and the heart of Jewish history. This
territory stretches from Shechem in the
north, snakes its way through Jerusalem,
bends toward Beit Lechem and Chevron,
finally passing through Be’er Sheva in the
south. Jewish history and sefer Bereishit,
emerged in these lands, and our return to
this passageway signaled the resurgence
of our people and the reconstitution of
redemptive History. Jews living in the
Tanach provinces signal the acceleration
of history in a manner that the important,
but indefinite miracles of 1948 did not.

Emergent Superpower

Conditions in Israel between 1948 and
1967 were harsh and unforgiving as our
country was riddled by food rationing,
numerous wars
of attrition, and
stifling  diplo-
maticisolation. In
1948, our nascent
and beloved
state provided a
respite from the
tumultuous and
! tragic years of
the Holocaust,



and fulfilled a centuries-long dream of
resettling our Homeland. However, life
continued to be arduous, and conditions
were austere. The miracles of 1967, the
courage of our soldiers, and, of course,
the palpable Divine intervention created
a swell of national pride or nnmp which
transformed the fabric of Israeli society.

Ironically, the War of Independence in
1948 is sometimes referred to as the war
of komemiyut because, for the first time in
thousands of years, Jews defended them-
selves from military aggression. In truth,
the miraculous events of 1967 established
far greater komemiyut than the ambigu-
ous victory of 1948. The restoration of our
national pride began in 1967 and since this
watershed moment we have emerged as a
military, economic, agricultural, medical,
water, energy, and, of course, high-tech
superpower. This little country of the Jews
is certainly responsible for an outsized
portion of modern human welfare. This
is part of the redemptive arc and 1967
launched this era of Israeli confidence
and innovation. As Artificial Intelligence
and laboratory manufactured food rev-
olutionize our world, it is likely that we
will continue to lead Mankind into this
unknown future.

Flocking Home

The return to Yerushalayim and the sur-
rounding environs stoked international
Jewish interest in returning home. Prior
to 1967, much of the emigration to Israel
consisted of “distress Aliyah”- Jews fleeing
persecution from Arab countries. Between
1948 and 1967 the financial hardships in
Israel were so severe that more people emi-
grated from Israel than to Israel. That all
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changed in 1967. The magnetizing effect
of Yerushalayim as well as the slow but
steady economic improvement in Israel
drew the interest of Jews from across the
globe. Many made aliyah and still more
became more embedded in Israeli life,
purchasing real estate or increasing their
frequency of visits. The worldwide Jewish
interest in Israel spiked after 1967. Jews
in New York, London, and Paris became
shareholders in our joint project of histori-
cal reconstruction.

Diplomatic Acceptance

Prior to 1967, Israel was a diplomatic
pariah. Despite the broad support afforded
us during the UN votes of the late 1940s, we
were soon plunged into diplomatic isola-
tion. Much of the third world was aligned
with Arab interests and, also, was deeply
influenced by the Communist bloc which
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enjoyed spheres of influence in Europe,
China, and parts of Latin America. This
joint Communist and third-world bloc rou-
tinely exhibited diplomatic hostility toward
israel.

Though we enjoyed broad diplomatic
support in Europe and the United States,
militarily, we were still isolated. The US
arming of Israel began in earnest only
after our military victory in 1967. During
the war of 1967, we literally stood “alone”
on one side of the river, facing off against
an entire world; we had assumed the role
of our ancient grandfather, Avraham,
who had also opposed an entire world of
idolatry.

As our mission is to inspire an entire
world, international acceptance of Israel
is a crucial element of that vision. Though
full embrace of the Jews in their Homeland
will only be achieved when history ends,
the slow but steady diplomatic progress
over the past twenty years is part of our
redemptive advance.

Religious Revival

The legendary scenes of Israeli soldiers
sounding the shofar while standing at the
newly liberated Kotel galvanized an entire
people. Witnessing Hashem’s explicit inter-
vention in the historical process prompted
a revival of religious sentiment. Over the
past 50 years Israel has rightly established
itself as the epicenter of worldwide Torah
study. The euphoria of 1967 launched the
National Religious Torah world, which,
alongside the Charedi Torah world, has
dramatically augmented the spread of
Torah study.

1967 didn’t just stimulate Torah study and
Orthodox behavior. The original culture of



Israel and of the founders of Zionism was
highly secular and even anti-religious. It
is no wonder that so many Orthodox Jews
were unable to endorse a redemption
which was masked in such animosity to
religion. Since 1967 Israel has witnessed a
revival of ‘traditionalism’ as a large major-
ity of non-Orthodox Israeli Jews identify as
“Masorati”. They may not adhere to strict
halachic regulations, but they do believe
deeply in Hashem and in His historical
mission for His people. 1967 altered the
religious landscape of Israel, both by ani-
mating Torah study and by relandscaping
the secular demographic.

Jewish Confidence Index

Over the past fifty years, Jews across the
world have become more engaged in local
governance, culture and society. Previously,
Jews lived along the margins of society and
were barred from prestigious schools, law
firms and country clubs. Modern Jewish
communities display more confidence
and participate more extensively in local
society than previous generations. Much
of this confidence stems from the komemi-
yut achieved in Israel during the 1967 war.
Knowing that we have constructed a strong
and successful Jewish state feeds Jewish
confidence across the globe.

Six days and six seismic shifts in Jewish
history. We eagerly await the seventh day
of history. That day will be Moshiach and
will feel a lot like Shabbat, the original sev-
enth day. m
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Spiritual
Vitamins in
the Food of
the Land

The purpose of remembering Jerusalem
[when reciting] ‘Al naharot bavel,’ and ‘Shir
hama’alot’, at every meal is in order that we
‘yearn for the Land of Israel, in close proxim-
ity to eating. This serves to enhance the food
outside the Land of Israel and brings it closer
to the heights of Israel.

Even in the Land of Israel in this time,
when there is a diminished holiness due
the destruction [of the Temple] and there is
increased physicality, in proportion, in its
food - still, there remains substantial spiritual
content [in the food] in proportion to the long-
ing for the redemption, which we accentuate
by [reciting] the Psalms, which introduces
the Blessing of the Land and [the blessing]
of Rebuilding Jerusalem’ in Birkat Hamazon
(The Blessing After the Meal). (Eretz Chefetz
4:10)

The notion that there is holiness found
within food is an idea espoused by the
kabbalists and underscored in Chassidic
thought. Rabbi Dr. Abraham Twerski zt”]
elucidates this esoteric concept:
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

“Chassidic writings raise the question:
Inasmuch as the foods we eat provide only
physical nutrients, where does the neshama
get its nutrients? They answer that in every
physical object there is a spark, a nucleus
of kedusha and Godliness, which enables
the object to exist. This nucleus of divinity
that is within the food is the nutrition of the
neshama.

Just as physical digestion is dependent
on the presence of certain enzymes that
convert the food into the body’s necessary
building blocks, so is the absorption of the
nucleus of kedusha that is within the food
dependent on the spiritual “enzymes." These
are the berachot that proceed consumption
of food, whereby one invokes the name of
God as one thanks Him for the food. Sim-
ilarly, sharing words of Torah at the table
enables the neshama to extract the spark of
kedusha in the food and absorb it (Visions of
the Fathers, Twerski, pp. 149-150).

Evidently, Rav Kook is suggesting that
reciting these chapters of Psalms at the
conclusion of the meal have the ability to
extract the sanctity that is embedded in
Eretz Yisrael.

Perhaps an additional dimension to
Rav Kook’s teaching can be found in the
following explanation from Rabbi Twer-
ski: “Chassidus teaches that retrieving
the sparks of Godliness that are dispersed
within the physical world hastens the ulti-
mate Redemption of Israel. Think of it! A



person has the extraordinary power of has-
tening redemption by eating properly” (Ibid,
p- 150).

The Source for Reciting Psalms with
Birkat Hamazon

What is the source for the custom of recit-
ing the Psalms, Al Naharot Bavel (Tehillim
137) and on Shabbat and Yom Tov Shir
Hamaalot (Tehillim 126) before Birkat
Hamazon?

The Zohar states (Terumah p.154 b) that
if one derives pleasure from bread and
delights in given foods, he is required to
remember and worry over the sanctity of
the Holy Land and over the Palace of the
King which is in ruins. So on weekdays we
recite, “There we sat and also wept when we
remembered Zion.” On Shabbos and Yom
Tov when it is prohibited to openly display
grief, we say a joyful psalm instead: “When
Hashem returned the captivity of Zion, we
were as dreamers” (Shelah, p. 82b).

The Zohar is suggesting that we read these
verses to temper our joy by remembering
the loss of the Temple. Rav Kook, however,
seems to emphasize something different.
He sees the positive effect in reading these
Psalms. When we concentrate on the Land
while engaging in eating we ennoble the act
of eating - and amazingly, we even elevate
the spiritual content of food itself. The result
is bonding with the spiritual quality inher-
ent in the Land simply by reciting words
that focus on the Land.

A Halacha Regarding Sparks of Kedu-
sha Found in Food

The Tur specifies the correct text that
should be recited following the consump-
tion of the seven species of the Land of Israel
(Tur, Orach Chaim 208). He states that the

words: ve’nishoa mituva n1un vawn (to be
sated with its goodness) should be omit-
ted from the blessing of Al Hamichya. This
phrase connotes that we are eating only in
order to enjoy the pleasure of the Land’s
food. This emphasis, suggests the Tur, has
no place in the blessing. Perhaps the Tur is
alluding to the Talmud (Sota 14b) where it
notes that Moshe’s desire to enter the Land
was not for the purpose of enjoying its sus-
tenance. Why should we make mention
that the food is tasty when that is not our
focus?

The commentary of the Bach counters
and suggests that this phrase is indeed
correct because it does not relate to the
physical nourishment or superior cuisine
in the Land but rather to the sparks of God-
liness found in its produce. This message,
he argues, should certainly be highlighted
in the blessing.It is noteworthy that it is our
practice today to include the words “to be
sated with its goodness.”

The legendary Chatam Sofer suggests
that the Torah’s praise of Israel as being
a “Land flowing with milk and honey” is
actually meant to underscore the spiritual
content found in all the produce in the
Land of Israel. We use a similar expres-
sion to describe the sweetness of the Torah
- “Honey and milk under her tongue”
(Song of Songs 4:11). The concept that
holiness is found in the food is hinted at
in the following way: The final letters (sofei
tevot) of the words - zvat chalav u’devash
wam 17n nar- spell the word Shabbat. The
Chatam Sofer concludes: ‘Partaking of the
food of Israel is compared to partaking of a
Shabbat meal’ (Chatam Sofer, Chiddushim
on Chullin, 71b). m
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Heal me, O LORD, and let me be healed;
Save me, and let me be saved; For You are
my glory. (Yirmiyahu 17:14)

The words of Yirmiyahu are familiar
to us as they are used as the basis of the
bracha of Refainu in our daily Shemoneh
Esrei. Our Sages reformulated the per-
sonal request of Yirmiyahu to reflect the
beseeching of a community asking for
healing. These words resonate so deeply
during these times. We’ve faced a pan-
demic with unprecedented illness and loss
and continue to turn to Hashem in prayer
to cure our friends and family and heal
our world.

Rabbeinu Bachaya makes an interesting
observation as he explains the words in
the verse in Shemot 21:9, N972' X971, and he
shall surely heal. This verse sanctions man
to heal another human being. While the
root (x-9-1) is the same in both Shemot and
in our verse in Yirmiyahu, there is a slight
difference in the words. In Shemot and in
other places in Tanach (e.g., Yirmiyahu
51:9), when discussing man’s treatment
of the sick, the letter o (Pey) is used. How-
ever, when we request that Hashem heal
man, the letter o (Fey) is used as seen in
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the Posuk in our Haftorah, Ngjni'n ungn,
heal me and I shall be healed, as well is
in other places (e.g, Tehillim 147:3). Rab-
bainu Bachaya explains that the o (Pey) is
a harsher sound, suggesting that medical
treatment often can be difficult and pain-
ful. The dot in the 5 (Pey) alludes to the
pricking and poking, the invasive acts that
often must be done in order to cure illness.
By contrast, when G-d heals us, the letter
used is 9 (Fey) which is a softer sound. We
ask Him to heal us gently and kindly and
use measures that are as unobtrusive as
possible.

These words, “NYWiNI JU Wi N9INTTIND)
AN N R,” Heal me, O L-rd, and let me be
healed; Save me, and let me be saved; For
You are my glory, are used in our daily
Tefillah. We beseech Hashem at this time,
and always, that He will cure those who
are ill with His love and kindness, that the
sick won’t have to suffer needlessly and
that our world is cured from illness for all
time. m

Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman is the found-
ing director of the Orthodox Union Women's
Initiative and the rebbetzin of the Lower
Merion Synagogue in Bala Cynwyd, PA.
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Rearranging
Aliyot to
Enable a
Levt’s Altya

Question: This Shabbat (Vayakhel/
Pekudei), the gabbai called up a levi for
shvii, and as ba’al korei, I knew he was
going to make a hosafa and give acharon/
chazak to someone else. I quickly told
him the levi cannot come up, but that they
should switch the intended olim, having the
levi wait for acharon. After laining, some-
one suggested we should have relied on the
Sephardi minhag that kohanim and levi’im
can have aliyot after the first three. Who
was right?

Answer: The reason a levi gets the
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second aliya is to honor his status, which
is lower than a kohen’s and higher than a
yisrael’s (Gittin 59b). Once there is a hier-
archy, giving a kohen or a levi a lower than
prescribed aliya, especially giving an aliya
after another “tribesmen” can give the
impression that one of them is disqualified
from his status (see ibid.).

All agree that the three aliyot during
the week and the first three of Shabbat
and Yom Tov morning are given to kohen,
levi, and yisrael, in that order. According
to Sephardi practice, starting with the
fourth aliya, we can give aliyot to kohanim
and/or levi’im, as long as it is not to two
in a row and that when we call them, we
announce “... even though he is a kohen”
(Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 135:10).
The Rama (ad loc.) says that Ashkenazi
minhag is that they cannot get aliyot until
after the required seven. However, Ash-
kenazi minhag has changed somewhat:
kohanim/levi’im do not get even hosafot
except for maftir and acharon, but they
can be even back-to-back (Mishna Berura
135:36, based on the Levush). On the side
of leniency, even if acharon is one of the
seven, the importance of its finishing the
reading makes it appropriate for kohanim/
leviim (ibid.).

The Taz (OC 135:9) points out the “self-ful-
filling prophecy” element of these matters.
Ifthe rule is that a certain aliya is appropri-
ate for a kohen/levi, then receiving it cannot
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cast aspersions on them. This observation
helps justify Sephardic leniency but makes
it more difficult (while still possible) for
Ashkenazim to rely upon the lenient opin-
ions, when in the shul at hand, it is not an
aliya that kohanim/levi’im receive. In your
case, since the previous levi received an
aliya long before, aspersions will not go
back onto him (see Beit Yosef, OC 135).
However, in general, we do not leave it up
to the kohen/levi to decide if they are will-
ing to put up with possible aspersions upon
themselves.

On the other hand, Halacha does con-
sider other factors in this matter, including
the embarrassment of coming up for the
aliya and not being able to receive it (see
Mishna Berura 135:35). (It is not fully clear
if the embarrassment begins in earnest
from the time one’s name is called and he
is thus expected to get up (see Berachot
55a), or only when he stands by the bima
— see ibid. and Mor Uketzia to OC 135).
Yet, classical poskim do see your solution,
of giving him a subsequent aliya, as a good
remedy to embarrassment. The Shulchan
Aruch (ibid. 6) says that if a yisrael was
called for the first aliya due to absence of a
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kohen and then a kohen comes in before the

yisrael begins the beracha, the yisrael waits
at the bima until he can get the aliya. The
Mishna Berura (ibid.) embraces that idea
for our general case. So what you did was
an excellent way to deal with the situation,
and better than ignoring our minhag of not
giving aliyot before acharon.

There may have been other viable pos-
sibilities. Even if the yisrael was informed
about his aliya, until he is called up, noth-
ing firmly binds the shul to give him one.
Of course, decency calls for keeping one’s
word (see Bava Metzia 49a), but mistakes
or changed circumstances can legitimize
asking the yisrael to forgo his expected
aliya and “compensating” him in the
future. (Which idea was better might
depend on a quick appraisal of who is
likely to be insulted.) If it was important
to give chazak to the yisrael, it was possible
to give maftir to the levi (When it is fine to
split the berachot and the haftara reading
is a good question - see Rama, OC 284:4;
Ishei Yisrael 38:56). m

Having a dispute?

] For a Din Torah in English or
! -\. Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
u - Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-

Eretz _2.91C o fax- ¥
Hamdsis 215-8-215 e fax: (02) 537-9626
“Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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The Chadash
Prohibition #3:
Current
Situation in
Israel

Two weeks ago I recounted how I saw
Brooklyn bakeries advertising kemach
yashan and asked why we don’t see such
signs in Israel.

We do see kashrut certificates for baked
goods and bakeries in Israel featuring
“challah was taken,” “no concern of tevel”
and “terumot and ma’aserot were sepa-
rated,” but not “kemach yashan” or “no
concern of chadash.” Why not? Last week
we discussed the posekim who maintain
that it is a rabbinic prohibition outside of
Israel and are therefore lenient. However,
posekim agree that chadash is biblically
prohibited in the Land of Israel.

Situation in the field

Most grains in Israel are sown in the win-
ter and harvested between Iyar and Sivan,
so chadash does not present a practical
issue for locally-grown grains. Even if grain
is harvested early before mid-Nissan, or if
farmers sow during the spring and harvest
in late summer, Israel’s Chief Rabbinate
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supervises the granaries and ensures that
no chadash grain or flour reaches the mar-
ketplace. All grains imported to granaries
are under the supervision of the Chief
Rabbinate, which sees to it that either
no chadash grain is imported or that it is
stored until it becomes yashan. All imports
certified by Israel’s Chief Rabbinate do not
contain chadash grain.

That is, the reason we do not see “no
concern of chadash” on kashrut certi-
fication is because, Baruch Hashem,
all products certified by Israel’s Chief
Rabbinate are chadash-free. This is
thanks to the fact that the Chief Rabbin-
ate is a dominant and influential player
in the local kashrut scene. Most Mehadrin
and Badatz kashrut agencies in Israel rely
in many ways on the Rabbinate’s basic
kashrut certification, only adding extra
stringencies.

Note that more than 90% of grain con-
sumption in Israel is from imports, not
from locally grown grain. m
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Last time we presented the case of a
woman who delivered twins, that each devel-
oped separately in two uteruses. The woman
was born with a rare congenital condition,
uterus didelphys, in which she has two uter-
uses. She became pregnant with twins, one
in her right side uterus and one in her left
side, and both developed and were delivered.

Since this was her first pregnancy, would
both boys born have to be redeemed in a
pidyon haben? A firstborn child, if nei-
ther parents were from the tribe of Levi,
needs to be redeemed in a pidyon haben
ceremony. In this ceremony, the child is
brought before a kohen and the father
gives the kohen five silver shekel coins.

If the father was either a kohen or a levi,
or the mother was the daughter of a kohen
or a levi, the child would not need to have
a pidyon haben. If the mother had previous
children, even from a different man, the child
would not need to have a pidyon haben. This
is true even if the previous child did not sur-
vive, or there was miscarriage, after the child
had begun to develop. This is usually around
40 days after conception, and so, generally,
we assume that if the miscarriage occurred
prior to this time, then the next child born
would need a pidyon haben. But, if the

62 TORAH TIDBITS 1515 / BEHAR BECHUKOTAI

Machon Puah for Fertility and

RA B B I G I D EO N Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
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miscarriage occurred after 40 days, the next
son born would not need a pidyon haben. In
the case of doubt the son born subsequently
would need a pidyon haben, which would be
performed without making the blessing. This
is due to the halachic principle that in cases
of doubt we perform the action but do not
make the bracha.

The Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah 305:24)
writes that in the case of a "yotzei dofen"
the child does not need a pidyon haben.
This literally means, "the one who came
through the wall", what we call a Cesarean
delivery, or C-section, since traditionally it
was thought that Julius Caesar was born
this way, or that he was descended from
someone born this way. As Pliny the Elder
wrote "a caeso matris utero", born by cae-
sarian section. But the validity of this tale is
widely debated as historical fact.

Since the delivery was not natural, the
child is not liable to a pidyon haben. But,
continues the Shulchan Aruch, neither is
the next son liable to a pidyon haben, since
he is not the firstborn.

What does this tell us about the case of
uterus didelphys?

More on this next time.

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem
and helps couples from all over the world
who are experiencing fertility problems.
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los Ange-
les & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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UNITED HATZALANR

Chessed Comes Full Circle . 1221

My name is Moise Paskez and earlier tonight, | was driving on Highway 1 toward Jerusalem on my
ambucycle, when suddenly things started to go wrong. The dashboard gauges began to flicker, the
engine began to sputter, and before long it died completely, sending me coasting to a disappointing
halt on the shoulder. After a quick consultation with United Hatzalah’s head mechanic, we decided
that | should hook up my emergency jump-starter to the battery and see if it would work. This got
me another few kilometers... but then the motorcycle battery AND the booster pack conked out,
leaving me utterly, devastatingly stranded.

| spent more than a half-hour trying different options - calling different people, posting on various
WhatsApp groups... to no avail. | began to despair of getting home at anything even remotely
resembling a normal hour. Never mind the fact that there was no way in the world | would be able
to get my bike to Jerusalem now... even if | were to abandon it on the side of the road, how would
| get myself home? As cars and buses whizzed by me almost tauntingly, the realization sank in that
| was really and truly stuck, and that only G-d could help me now...

Suddenly, out of nowhere, a truck came barreling onto the shoulder, honking furiously and
flashing his headlights. On the side of the truck, in huge letters, were emblazoned the words - | kid
you not!!! - “EIN OD MILVADO”. The driver rolled down his window and shouted “Brother, where
do you need to go? Jerusalem? Come quickly, I'll take you AND your motorcycle!!!” Almost as if
in a dream, | watched dumbstruck as he lowered the electric jack on the back of the truck to the
ground. | worked with him to heave the dead bike onto it, and into the truck. Of all things in the
world, his cargo consisted of (again, | PROMISE I’'m not making this up!!!) OLD MATTRESSES....
which he used to pad between my bike and the wall of
the truck so that it wouldn’t even get an unnecessary
scratch. Talk about an extra “kiss” from G-d! Within
moments, | was sitting up front next to the driver (who
told me that his sister actually used to work for United
Hatzalah until 2 years ago), happily speeding toward
Jerusalem. But the best part was yet to come...

While chatting with the driver, he mentioned that
approximately eight years ago, he was involved in a
severe motorcycle crash - the short version is that
he plowed into a bus at 90 KPH. Broken pelvis, open
fracture of the femur, many broken bones... you get
the picture. Four United Hatzalah EMTs were the first
ones on the scene. “United Hatzalah saved my life that
day,” he said, his eyes gleaming with excitement. “For
eight years I've waited for an opportunity to repay the
favor. EIGHT YEARS. Today is finally my day!!1”
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YOM YERUSHALAYIM

BY RABBI SHIMSHON HAKOHEN NADEL
Mara D'atra, Kehilat Zichron Yosef, Har Nof
OU Israel Faculty

The Controversial Creation
of Yom Yerushalayim:
A Day In Transition

The indelible images of those six mirac-
ulous days in June 1967, along with the
echo of Motta Gur's battle cry, "nan n
171", are forever seared into our collective
consciousness: The defeat of the Syrian, Jor-
danian and Egyptian armies. The dramatic
unification of Jerusalem and reclamation
of the Temple Mount. Soldiers weeping as
they touch and kiss the ancient stones of
the Kotel. And the IDF's Chief Rabbi, Rav
Shlomo Goren, clutching a Torah scroll,
blowing the Shofar, and reciting the Bera-
cha of Shehecheyanu.

On Thursday, the 29th of Iyyar - one
day after the liberation of Jerusalem and
with the war still being waged on the bat-
tlefield - Chief Rabbis Rav Isser Yehudah
Unterman and Rav Yitzchak Nissim called
on synagogues throughout Israel and the
Diaspora to recite Hallel and offer up fes-
tive prayers on Shabbat, the 2nd of Nissan,
giving thanks to Hashem for the wonders
and miracles He bestowed upon them.

The Mo'etzet Harabbanut Harashit
soon met to discuss establishing a festi-
val to commemorate these miraculous
events, and the idea was also discussed at

64 TORAH TIDBITS 1515 / BEHAR BECHUKOTAI

a conference of leading rabbis at Heichal
Shlomo immediately following Shavuot.
But with the initial euphoria following the
Six Day War waning, and other important
matters to address, the item was moved
off the agenda. It wasn't until six months
later, the 28th of Tishrei, that the Mo'etzet
Harabbanut Harashit met again to dis-
cuss Yom Yerushalayim. Rav Unterman
suggested commemorating the day on
the 28th of Iyyar, the day Jerusalem was
liberated. Rav Shaul Yisraeli, however,
preferred Rosh Chodesh Sivan for the
following reasons: 1. He felt that the 28th
of Iyyar is too close to Yom Ha'atzmaut,
and the day will not get its due. 2. As the
ceasefire was declared on Rosh Chodesh,
celebrating that day would be similar to
how Purim was celebrated once the fight-
ing had ceased and the people 'rested.' And
3., celebrating on Rosh Chodesh prevents
any potential controversy over the recita-
tion of Hallel, as Hallel is already recited
on Rosh Chodesh! The decision was made
to create a special committee and include
other leading rabbis in the discussion,
among them Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv



and Rav Yaakov Betzalel Zolty. On the 8th
of Tevet they met again and decided by
majority to establish the 28th of Iyyar as
a festive day.

Following its decision, the Chief Rab-
binate sent a letter to 17 additional rabbis
asking them to respond with suggestions
on how the day should be observed. A
conference of rabbis was called for the 3rd
of Adar to discuss what Tefillot should be
recited, and how to mark this special day.
Thirty-eight rabbis were invited to the con-
ference - among them Poskim, Dayyanim,
and Admorim from the Charedi commu-
nity - but only 11 participated. Following
much discussion and debate, the follow-
ing decisions were made: 1. To adopt the
28th of Iyyar as a day of thanksgiving. 2. To
recite Hallel without a Beracha, consistent
with the ruling of the Chief Rabbinate at the

£
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time regarding Hallel on Yom Ha'atzmaut.
3. To request that the government give a
half-day vacation from work to encourage
its citizens to celebrate. 4. To celebrate the
day with a festive meal. 5. Further deci-
sions to be made at a future meeting of the
Mo'etzet Harabbanut Harashit.

After additional discussion and debate,
a final decision was made on the 17th of
Adar. The 28th of Iyyar, initially called
Yom Hodayah V'Simchah, was proclaimed
as a "day of great victory of Israel over her
enemies and the liberation of Jerusalem,
the Holy City," to be celebrated by Jews
in Israel and throughout the Disapora
with : 1. The reading of Shirat HaYam
responsively, 2. the recitation of Hallel
with a Beracha, 3. a sermon publicizing
the miracle following Hallel, 4. the rec-
itation of Psalms 107 and 5., festive meals

A\
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and celebrations (Mishteh V'simchah). Rav
Unterman noted that the celebration sus-
pends the customs of mourning for those
who observe customs of mourning during
this part of Sefirat Ha'omer.

In Iyyar, the decision was made pub-
lic. Rav Unterman pointed out that this
decision was for the first year alone and
that there will be further discussions as
to how the day should be observed in
the future. Adding to the confusion, the
decision was not well publicized and the
broader community was unsure as to how
the day should be observed. Mizrachi and
Hapoel Mizrachi publicized special Tefil-
lot for the night of Yom Yerushalayim,
which included Psalms 136 and 122, fes-
tive meals, the lighting of candles, and the
study of Masechet Middot and the Ram-
bam's Hilchot Beit Habechirah, as a way to
celebrate the day.

Once the day had been adopted by the
Chief Rabbinate, the Minister of Religion, Dr.
Zerach Warhaftig, urged the government
of Israel to declare a national holiday. But
concern over the reaction by Arabs to the
celebration of the unification of Jerusalem
prevented the government from making
a decision. In fact, the United States sent
a message to Israel's Ministry of Foreign
Affairs expressing its opposition to celebrat-
ing the victory as a national holiday. Two
weeks before the first Yom Yerushalayim,
on the 14th of Iyyar, the Israeli government
decided it best that the day be celebrated as
a religious' holiday and not a legal' holiday.
It wasn't until March 23, 1998 - thirty years
later! - that the Knesset would pass the Jeru-
salem Day Law, formally proclaiming the
day a national holiday.

66 TORAH TIDBITS 1515 / BEHAR BECHUKOTAI

In the years that followed the Chief Rab-
binate's initial decision, Yom Yerushalayim
would go through a number of incarna-
tions. The recitation of Psalms 20, 35, and
83 on both Yom Yerushalayim and Yom
Ha'atzmaut was added in 1969, and in 1972
they instituted the recitation of Yizkor for
fallen IDF soldiers.

The election of Rav Shlomo Goren as
Ashkenazic Chief Rabbi would mean
more changes. Already while Chief Rabbi
of the IDF, Rav Goren had created his own
Tefillah service for Yom Ha'atzmaut, dif-
ferent from that of the Chief Rabbinate.
Now in his role as Chief Rabbi of the State
of Israel, he would institute his Tefillah
Chagigit for Yom Yerushalayim as well. It
included Psalm 122 and the omission of
Vehu Rachum at Ma'ariv. In the morning,
he instituted the festive P'sukei D'zimra,
with the omission of Nishmat Kol Chai,
similar to what is done on Hoshanah
Rabbah, Hallel without a Beracha, the
omission of Tachanun and Lamnatze'ach,
and the addition of the prayer for the
State of Israel and the Mi Sheberach for
the IDF. In subsequent years, Rav Goren
would change his mind about Hallel, and
encourage its recitation with a Beracha,
eventually instituting half-Hallel at night
without a Beracha. He also instituted the
recitation of Shehecheyanu.

Rav Ovadia Yosef, who served as Sephar-
dic Chief Rabbi at the time, did not agree
with the additions made by Rav Goren.
While recognizing the miracles and won-
ders of the Six Day War, for a number of
reasons Rav Ovadia believed that it is too
premature to recite Hallel with a Bera-
cha: 1. The opposition of many leading



authorities to the recitation of Hallel, 2.
in light of the tragedy of many fallen and
injured soldiers, 3. King David did not
institute Hallel following his conquest of
Jerusalem and 4., our Holy Temple is still
inruin. Instead, Rav Ovadia believed Hallel
should be recited in the morning without a
Beracha, at the conclusion of the Tefillah
and Tachanun should be omitted.

In 1989, Chief Rabbis Rav Avraham Sha-
pira and Rav Mordechai Eliyahu would
encourage the broader public to celebrate
this profound day, and added the recita-
tion of Psalms 91, 98, 107, and 122 hefore
Ma'ariv, and Psalm 126 and L'Shanah
Habah following Ma'ariv, in addition to
the Psalms and prayers already recited by
many on Yom Ha'atzmaut. They affirmed
the decision of Rav Ovadia and ruled that
members of the Eidot Hamizrach recite
Hallel without a Beracha at the conclusion
of the Tefillah.

Over the decades, gatherings and cel-
ebrations at the Kotel, Yeshivat Mercaz
Harav, and the Rikudegalim flag parade
would develop, marking the day.

But due to the lack of clarity and con-
fusion caused by the many changes and
additions made by the Chief Rabbinate
over the years, the Religious Zionist com-
munity - who agrees the day deserves
religious expression - has not yet come to a
consensus as to just how the day should be
observed: Hallel with or without a Beracha,
at night and in the morning, or just in the
morning, etc. Special Siddurim and procla-
mations from rabbinic organizations have
attempted to streamline the Tefillot, but
even today different communities observe
different customs.

In addition, the day is not celebrated by
the Charedi community or the broader, sec-
ular community.

Perhaps this phenomenon is not new.
Chanukah was only instituted the "the
following year" (Shabbat 21b), and Purim
too took time before it was formally
accepted (See Megillah 7a). Perhaps Yom
Ha'atzmaut and Yom Yerushalayim will
take some time to coalesce and crystal-
lize, until all of Am Yisrael can put their
differences aside and celebrate together
these days of profound religious signifi-
cance and meaning. m

Rabbi Shimshon HaKohen Nadel lives and
teaches in Jerusalem, where he serves as
Mara D'atra of Har Nof's Kehilat Zichron
Yosef and Rosh Kollel of the Sinai Kollel and
Chovevei Zion's Kollel Boker.
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YOM YERUSHALAYIM

GUEST DVAR TORAH

Achdut and
Yerushalayim

Throughout the years many historians
have suggested that the main cause for
Israel’s inability to capture Jerusalem in the
1948 war was Jewish disunity. These same
historians have argued that unity is what
ultimately allowed for the capture of Jerusa-
lem in 1967. Religious and spiritual leaders
have claimed the same. The famous “father
of the Kippot Srugot”, Rabbi Moshe Tzvi Ner-
iah said: “In the war of liberation there was
no people’s army. There were subterfuges
and disputes, and if Jerusalem were to be
liberated, everyone would pull in their own
direction and say it’s all mine. In the Six Day
War, however, we came as a united army,
the people’s army, and therefore HaShem
granted us the right to return to Jerusalem.”
Jerusalem is synonymous with Jewish unity,
and at no time in our history has the need to
recognize this been more critical.

Shockingly, the name Jerusalem is not
mentioned in the Torah. The Torah instead
refers to “The place which God will choose
(Devarim 12:5)”. One would think that the
location where David would ultimately
establish his kingdom and where God’s
eternal presence would be found in the Beit
HaMikdash would certainly be revealed.

Rambam addresses this question in
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his Guide to the Perplexed (3:45), writing
that“every one of the twelve tribes would
desire to have this place in its borders and
under its control; this would lead to divisions
and discord, such as were caused by the
desire for the priesthood. Therefore, it was
commanded that the Temple should not be
built before the election of a king who would
order its construction, and thus remove the
cause of discord.” In Hilchot Melachim,
Rambam rules that Israel was commanded
to fulfill three mitzvot upon entering the
Promised Land: a) To choose a king...b) To
wipe out the descendants of Amalek,...and
¢) To build God’s Chosen House. Rambam
rules that this order is binding;the Mikdash
can only be built after the appointment of
the King. Since the purpose of the king is to
prevent division and bring about unity, by
proclaiming the order to be binding, Ram-
bam is teaching that unity is a prerequisite
for achieving Jerusalem. The Torah avoids
explicit mention of it to prevent strife.

This is not the only example of how Hala-
cha proves that unity is Jerusalem’s most
important element. Two (out of many) addi-
tional sources demonstrate this as well: The
Talmud (Bava Kamma 82b) teaches that a
house in Jerusalem cannot be privately sold
because Jerusalem was not assigned to the
Tribes (the rest of the Land was assigned
to specific tribes thus allowing the sale of
homes to individuals in places in Israel
other than Jerusalem). Furthermore the



Jerusalem Talmud (Chagiga 79b) based on
the verse in Tehillim “Jerusalem built like
a city - SheChubra Lah Yachdav”, teaches
that Jerusalem is a city that makes all Israel
chaverim. The Talmud does not bring this
statement simply to teach a nice concept but
goes on to show that this idea has very spe-
cificimplications in several important areas
of Halacha.

In our past we have needed to worry about
the unity of military and political leaders for
Jerusalem to be captured physically. Today,
each and every one of us need to make every
effort to bring about unity so that Jerusalem
can be the city of peace that it was meant to
be for the entire world. m

Rabbi David Fine is the Founder and Dean of
the Barkai Center for Practical Rabbinics and
Community Development.
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Tefillat
HaDerech

When thinking about the various
Brachot and Tefillot I recite throughout
my day, one that I definitely have the
most kavana for is Tefillat HaDerech.
Every morning, after successfully getting
all of my kids out of the house and run-
ning to catch the bus, I take my seat, catch
my breath, and take a pause to daven for
a safe trip to work. Given all the car acci-
dents and acts of terror we hear about
on a daily basis, I truly believe that every
time we arrive safely at our destination, it
is a miracle. Though we no longer have to
deal with roadside bandits and wild ani-
mals (generally...though this week there
was a video that went viral featuring a
camel that had gotten lost in my yishuv
and proceeded to run down the highway
veering in between lanes and cars as he
pleased....), we have many other very real
dangers facing us on a daily basis.

There is a lot of Halachic discussion
as to what the parameters are for when
Tefillat HaDerech is required (how far do
you need to travel from a populated city,
how long the drive takes, etc.). But even
when a drive doesn’t fall into these Hala-
chic parameters, it is agreed upon that
one may still recite the Tefilla without
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the concluding bracha and ask Hashem
for a safe journey. So it seems that it can
never hurt to recite the Tefilla, and can
only come to our benefit.

The Shelah writes - 77711 n7'90 nw Ox
1277 nuay 19N N 93, if your mouth is
well-versed in Tefillat HaDerech, you will
be able to travel in safety. The Nimmukei
Orach Chaim supports this idea as well.
He writes as follows: “Many are lenient
in our times not to recite Tefillat HaD-
erech. They explain that the roads are not
currently dangerous, especially when trav-
eling on the train. However, “their mouths
speak futility.” And our eyes have seen and
our ears have heard about the danger in
our days, the murders, thefts, and all sorts
of other calamities that take place on the
roads, and also about the locomotive
trains that collide with other trains or turn
over and go off the tracks, and especially
concerning automobiles, which are more
dangerous than any wagon. Therefore,
we certainly need Tefillat HaDerech, and
Hashem should accept our prayers.”

Modern transportation has developed
since those words were written in the
early 1900’s, and train, plane, and car
travel is significantly safer than it was in
the author’s day. Nevertheless, the idea
that Tefillat HaDerech can protect us from
harm is still quite relevant today and
seems to be a good practice.

Every time I recite Tefillat HaDerech,



I invariably end up asking Hashem not
only to watch over me on my ride to
work but to watch over me in my journey
throughout the day. I never knew there
was a source for this until I encountered
the following quote by Rav Avraham
Yitzchak HaKohen Kook in Ein Aya. Rav
Kook writes as follows:
O™y N'20 9°JUW AW PIY WIN aNo 72
NXT' TIAINWI 17'9N 2'Y... W0 Mwin owin
O™MIwm Mwann ANIpY Xy a0 Ty
N1 JINTIL..771N N13Y 0T 90w owna
1700 N2N T AW 1T A7'90 170D gy
JIRAN MDW?T 1 ,07110

Any new situation requires protection,
since it inevitably brings with it new chal-
lenges and new emotions...Therefore,
when you travel, prepare yourself for the
emotions and new changes that traveling
may bring your way...This is the primary
purpose of Tefillat HaDerech, which
through it will bring the best protection,
since Hashem watches over those who fear
Him.

May Hashem protect us on all of our
journeys and throughout life, watching
over us and granting us success in all our
endeavors.

*Many thanks to my husband Rabbi Eli
Ozarowski, English editor of Tzurba M’Ra-
banan, for his contribution to this article
(based on his material for the upcoming
volume of Tzurba) m

All your jewelry needs in one placet

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627

W NNIY NNIDY
*Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal
501 13 )N *

INON 2 NNRYY °
¢ Esther Fruma bat Baila
* Yisrael Leib ben Chana
¢ Chana Bat Bruriah
e Chaim Moshe Ben Leah

Be'er Tziporah al - |3
! Bottled Water Gemach 1

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so .
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having
the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May
Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama
shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.
With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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Kiryat b

faYovel

"DANGDANGDANGDANGDANG

THEY SAY \T'S YOUR BIRTHDAY...
DANGDANDANGDANG

WE'RE GONNA HAVE A GOOD TIME..."

7 HOW IS 1T HE )
ALWAYS KNOWS )
WHEN AND WHERE |
WE'RE HAVING A
FAMILY OCCASION?

OH, "FATE FAVOURS THe
ORGANISED MIND.”
AND DESPITE THAT, |

MANAGE.. S

} WELL, THIS IS A LOVELY AND .
TIMELY PLACE FOR A 50TH BIRTHDAY,
B0SS. HOW VERY (LEVER OF YOU
T0 CHOOSE SUCH AN APT LOCATION...

OH, COME NOW, NO NEED TO BE SO
MODEST, SIR, | KNOW HOW THOROUGHLY
YOU MUST HAVE THOUGHT THIS THROUGH...

WHICH OF THE MANY FACTORS 0
THIS PART OF TOWN DID YOU

| CONSIDER WHEN PLANNING THIS

~ PARTY?

WAS IT THE FACT THAT THIS IS )
“KIRYAT HA-YOVEL” - THE

K "JUBILEE NEIGHBOURHOOD?”

Y'KNOW, | WOULD ESTABLISH A NEW ™S
NEIGHBOURHOOD TO CELBRATE 50 YEARS OF
MR. CODSHOW, BUT MAYBE SOMEWHERE
A BIT LESS ACCESSIBLE, LIKE ON THE MOON,
PERHAPS...

INEVER \
THOUGHT
OF THAT...

NONSENSE, OLD BEAN! EVERYONE
KNOWS IT WAS FOUNDED IN 1951
TO MARK 50 YEARS TO THE
FOUNDATION OF THE LN.F...7
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OR WAS IT BECAUSE - LIKE KIRYAT
YOVEL - YOU STARTED OFF WITH
BIG PLANS - 3000 HOUSING UNITS,
LARGELY MEANT FOR NEW OLIM,
BUT THEN REALIZED THAT WITH
ONLY 30 RUBBISHY BUILDINGS,
WITH NO ELECTIRICTY OR WATER -
YOU'VE BARELY GOT WHAT
IT TAKES -7

w4
HOW ABOUT WE 60
AND EAT IN THE CAR?




BUT THEN YOU - LIKE, KIRYAT YOVEL - FOUGHT®
YOUR WAY UP FROM ROCK BOTTOM, DECIDED TO
LEARN - LIKE THE STUDENT DORMS HERE THAT /
SET THE NEIGHBOURHOOD ON ITS FEET IN 19657 4

AND NOW YOU'RE A FLOURISHING, MULTI-
CULTURAL CENTRE OF SELF-SUSTAINIBILITY,
_WITH NEW PROJECTS AND INNOVATIONS GALORE?

\ OF THEM? NONE AT ALL?

BENTZI THIS WS
SUPPOSED 70 BE 4
PRIVATE FAMILY-
ONLY EVENT!

LOOK, BENTZI, THAT'S VERY NICE
OF YOU TO SAY S0, BUT...

\
WELL, WHICH OF THE
ABOVE WAS IT?ALL

OF COURSE! YOU CHOSE HERE
BECAUSE OF YOUR RESEMBLANCE TO
_ THE FAMOUS MONSTER PARK!

/HUGE, UGLY AND TERRIFYING, AND INITIALLY REJECTED 3

FOR FEAR OF FRIGHTENING AWAY THE CHILDREN...

-

| BEG YOUR PARDON!

=

[ -..HOWEVER, FRENCH SCULPTOR
NIKI DE SAINT PHALLE ARGUED THAT WHEN
ENCOUNTERED IN A FRIENDLY CONTEXT SUCH
AS A PLAYPARK, IT COULD, IN FACT, HELP
CHILDREN OVERCOME THEIR FEARS!

{ BETTER BE

1
NOT YOU, DAD! G00D...

[ YOU'RE NOT NEARLY AS TERRIFYING
WHEN ENCOUNTERED IN THE FRIENDLY
CONTEXT OF A PLAYPARK!

| i
AND 1S NOW THE MONSTER PARK IS ONE OF THE
MOST ICONIC AND BEST-LOVED CHILDREN'S e

SITES IN YERUSHALAYIM!

WELL, THAT WAS...
ANNOYING, BUT YOU
HAVE TO ADMIRE HIS

ABILITY TO ADAPT
THE SURROUNDINGS

INTO AN ORIGINAL
BIRTHDAY MESSAGE.

ANYWAY, | WON'T KEEP YOU.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, SIR, ENJOY YOUR
PICNIC,

AND REMBEMBER:

IF YOU WANT PEOPLE TO LIKE YOU
MORE, LET THEM CLIMB UP YOUR

BACK AND SLIDE DOWN YOUR 4
. FRONT! WORKS EVERY TIME!
BYE NOW!

| LI
GOOD THING WE
DIDN'T DECIDE TO

PARTY IN THE MACHANE
YEHUDA FISH MARKET...
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.. Yehuda Benhamu
. JLIC Jerusalem

' Brooklyn, NY

The Gemara Shabbat states
the following warning: “Due to the sin of
prohibited illicit relations, idol worship,
and abdication of the Sabbatical and Jubi-
lee Years, exile comes to the world and they
exile the Jewish people from their land..”
While the first two reasons for exile seem
justified, for what reason would Israel's
desecration of Shemitah merit such dire
consequences? What makes Shemitta so
fundamental to the creation and preserva-
tion of a nation?

To attempt to understand the essence of
what makes Shemitta so crucial to society,
we must delve into the verses. There are
three consecutive verses that seemingly
have varying accounts of who or what the
utility of this command comes to serve.
They state:

“But in the seventh year the land shall
have a sabbath of complete rest, a sabbath
for the Almighty, you shall not sow your
field or prune your vineyard. You shall
not reap the aftergrowth of your harvest
or gather the grapes of your untrimmed
vines; it shall be a complete sabbath for
the land. This sabbath shall be for you to
eat; for you, you slaves, your laborers who
live with you.”

It begins by attributing the seventh year
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Orthodox Union Heshe and Harriet Seif
Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus

of rest to God, it is for his sake that we rest
on Shemittah. However, it then quickly
transitions to stating we give the land rest
for the sake of the land itself. Finally, it
assigns the purpose of this command to the
people themselves, for all those who work
and benefit from the land to sit and rest.
So which is it? Why do we have the laws
of Shemittah and who exactly are they for?
The answer comes from a later verse in
our Parasha that at first glance seems mis-
placed. Right in the middle of the discussion
of all the laws and intricacies of Shemitah
comes a verse that states “Do not wrong one
another, but fear your God". The essence of
Shemittah is the creation of a foundation of
morality that permeates every area of our
society. While we usually think of morals as
the appropriate behavior we have towards
the world, Shemittah challenges us to move
beyond that. It is to cultivate a perspective
of humility, compassion, empathy, and
faith within the communities we create. To
leave things up to God, to give things to the
less fortunate around you, and to forgive in
the present on behalf of a brighter future.
What then do we make of these three
different attributions in the verses? It was
Lawrence Kohlberg, a psychologist and
moral philosopher, who outlined three
main stages of moral development. The
first is pre-conventional morality, which
entails an individual's motivation for act-
ing justly as overall obedience to authority.



Right and wrong are defined by the powers
that be, and despite our wishes, we must go
along in fear of punishment. The next stage
is conventional morality, morality based on
social norms and expectations of the peo-
ple around us. For the sake of approval or
social utility, we adhere to morals, know-
ing that it is what the land demands of us.
The final stage, post-conventional moral-
ity, is where a person transcends mere
pragmatic motivations and acts with an
intuitive sense of justice. For no reason
other than transcendent principles is jus-
tice required, even when it stands at odds
with the world around them.

These are the very same stages the
Torah was referring to for society. When
we begin creating a society, we act in rela-
tion to authority, a seventh year of rest “A
sabbath for God”. Once we begin to settle
and build institutions, our morals must
be in line with the land and community
around us. To feel true compassion for the
less fortunate, to sacrifice from our own in
service of others. To understand what the
nation requires of us and to act in accor-
dance. A “sabbath for the land”. But to truly
create a just and moral society, to create a
people that are righteous no matter the cir-
cumstance, we must eventually derive our

Arthur Samuels, DPM

- »

' PODIATRIST

Over 30 years experience

Licensed in Israel
™ & America

053-427-6363

_'ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com

CINEMA CITY MALL, JERUSALEM

ethical motivation from ourselves. To feel
the responsibility, to emulate the Divine,
and to truly recognize the intrinsic moral-
ity that the world requires. To allow the
field to rest, to allow all to share, and to for-
give all things because it is what God would
do. “A sabbath shall be for you”.

We can now answer our original ques-
tion. Why are the laws of Shemittah
considered to be so axiomatic for the main-
tenance of society? It was Einstein who
said it best “Only morality in our actions
can give beauty and dignity to life”. We
exist as Jews in service to a higher ideal,
believing that all are created in the image
of the Divine. We owe dignity and beauty to
God, to those around us, and to ourselves.
Without them, without morality, we are
as fleeting as the wind. It is only through
the internalization of those values that our
nation can flourish and stand as a model to
the world. We must craft a perspective of
intrinsic morality, from the ground up, and
have that serve as our guiding light while
building our communities and ourselves.

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals.
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and
welcoming Jewish community for students and
young professionals; providing engaging and
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing
resources for personal and religious growth,
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support,
religious guidance and leadership development.
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar llan University
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact:
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org
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The Right Kind of

Giver

In Behar, Hashem tells us that if another
Jew should become impoverished, we
must help them by lending money, and
we may not charge interest.

It is common today to charge inter-
est when lending money to someone to
ensure it is fully returned. Why can’t we
charge interest?

The first powerful lesson we learn
from this commandment is that all bless-
ings we are given in life, including how
much money one has, come directly from
Hashem. Since it is Hashem’s money to
begin with, He has the right to tell us not to
charge interest on the money we lend out.

The second lesson is designed to help
us ensure that we never forget the first.
Today, we are surrounded by a selfish
society where people often do things for
selfish reasons. Many people subcon-
sciously will think through a “cost/benefit”
analysis to see what kind of benefits they
can expect to receive for their actions.

By giving us this commandment,
Hashem is ensuring that when we lend
money to someone, it will be completely
about the person we are helping and not
about us, about the other person’s needs
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and not our own gain.

The ultimate form of giving is selfless
giving. No matter what we give to some-
one in need, be it money, time, or advice,
we must make sure that it is about the
other person. Coming full circle this type
of giving allows us to emulate how God
gives! Just as He gave us this money com-
pletely selflessly, so too when we pass it
on, we should try to be completely selfless
as well.

i Noa Feldman

. 10th Grade,

¢ Beit Shemesh

In the last year, there’s been
a downturn in the economy. People are
losing their jobs, companies are closing
down, and it’s caused a lot of hardships
for many families. This week’s Parsha
addresses these kinds of situations and
how to help others.

The Parsha starts off talking about peo-
ple who are in very difficult situations.
When talking about the Yovel, the fiftieth
year after seven Shmita cycles, the Torah
talks about a person who had to sell off all
of their land and only in the fiftieth year
will they get their land back. Then, it talks
about a Jew who becomes so poor they
have to sell themselves as a slave.

The Torah advises us and gives us a spe-
cial mitzvah to help others before it gets
that bad. In Vayikra 25:35 it says, “When



your brother becomes impoverished and
loses the ability to support himself in your
neighborhood you must strengthen him.”
Elsewhere in the Torah, (Devarim 14:8) it
says when your brother is poor give him
money to support himself and his needs.
Why does the Torah say it differently here
in our Parsha?

The Torah says that before he even gets
to the point that he’s poor, right when
he starts to struggle you must help him
before the situation gets worse. Rashi on
our Pasuk gives an example of a donkey
who has a heavy burden on his back and
is starting to fall. While the donkey is still
standing, one person could grab hold of
the load before the donkey falls whereas
once it falls you would need more than
five people to bring it back up.

This idea is presented by The Rambam

in the eight levels of Tzedeka (Mishneh
Torah, Laws of Charity, 10:7-14) where he
tells us the eighth and highest level of tze-
daka is to help another Jew by giving them
the ability to support themselves rather
than giving them charity to take care of
their immediate needs. This could be done
by giving them an interest-free loan (this
is also a Mitzva mentioned in this week’s
Parsha) to start a business, involving them
in a partnership, or finding a job oppor-
tunity for them. Give them a fishing rod
rather than a fish.

I think this is a very good teaching from
the Torah because the person who is
receiving charity might feel a little embar-
rassed and helpless. This way of helping
others makes them feel empowered so
they are not dependent or reliant on oth-
ers while still getting the help they need. m

SPONSOR A
BENCHER

EOR NCSY ISRAEL

NCSY Israel has ordered new NCSY benchers
for teens to use on Shabbatons and events
throughout the year.

NCSY
RENCHER

A Booxe

For just $18 you can sponsor a bencher in
memoary or in honor of a person or occasion.
Labels will be placed inside benchers which
will include your name and additional
memorial wording of your choice.

TO SPONSOR A BENCHER VISIT
israel.ncsy.org/bencher
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WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH

WO)Nefesh A
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FACILITATE » CELEBRATE * ADVOCATE * EDUCATE
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JOIN US IN PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE
LEGACY OF A FALLEN HERO OF ISRAEL.

MAKE A MEANINGFUL CONTRIBUTION
BY DONATING TOWARDS AN AMBUCYCLE
IN YONI JESNER’S MEMORY.

ALL DONORS WILL BE GIVEN
AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP

NAME THIS AMBUCYCLE. .7 g

A g

https: //|srae|rescue org/younamelt

a‘\‘ \
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SHACHARIT
ON THE TAYELET

We are pleased to invite you to a

Musical Yom Yerushalayim Tefila
At the Haas Promenade, Armon Hanatziv

Musical Tefila, including full Hallel led by
Rav Noam Koenigsberg

Yom Yerushalayim | 1"9wn 1"y n™
Friday May 19,2023 | 7:30 AM

The event is in coordination with the Israeli Police Department.



