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A Midrash, noted in the introduction to Sefer Ein Yaakov, discusses which pasuk in 
the Torah best sums up the fundamental principles of the Torah. The conclusion is, 
as Ben Pazi says, it is the pasuk (Shemot 29:39 – repeated almost exactly in Bamid-
bar 28:4): 'The one sheep you shall offer up in the morning and the other sheep you 
shall offer up in the afternoon.' 
365 days of the year the sun rises at the start of the day, and sets at the end of the 
day, the birds fly in the sky, and two sheep are to be offered. So too, for 365 days of 
the year we must do mitzvot and for 365 days of the year we must daven. 
This photograph shows a bird flying in the sky over Tverya, as the sun was setting 
one day.
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As children of the Borei 
Olam (Creator of the World) 
we each have stories to share 
when we realized Hashem 
was watching over us. I have 

gained tremendous chizuk (strength) from 
stories I have heard when Hashem’s hand 
was clearly seen, and would like to share a 
story of my own. Exactly two years ago, I had 
an experience that helped me feel the pres-
ence of Hashem in my life, and it all started 
because of Shnayim Mikra which I said for 
this week’s parsha. 

Shnayim Mikra derives its name from 
“Shnayim Mikra v’Echad Targum,” which 
means, “the text twice and the translation 
once.” This idea of reading each Torah por-
tion twice in its original Hebrew, and once in 
the Targum (explanation), stems from a well-
known Gemara in Brachot that states: 

“A person should always complete his 
[study of the] parsha with the congrega-
tion - [by studying] Shnayim Mikra v’Echad 
Targum. Anyone who does this will have 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

extended days and years.” 
Shnayim Mikra requires review of the par-

sha, broken down into seven aliyot, which can 
be said on each day of the week leading up to 
Shabbat. Shnayim Mikra is part of my daily 
learning, which begins with the day’s Shnayim 
Mikra, followed by the Daf Yomi. Although it 
is a repetitive practice, I have found Shnayim 
Mikra to be a meaningful tradition in my life. 
Every year my latest experiences shape my 
perspectives and connection to the parsha, 
and I often find new concepts to relate to that I 
had not previously considered. But truthfully, 
Sefer Vayikra can be challenging in this area. 

Throughout Sefer Breishit and Sefer Shemot, 
the Chumash takes a narrative tone and tells 
us the stories of the creations, our forefathers 
and foremothers, the Exodus from Egypt and 
receiving the Torah. In contrast, Sefer Vayikra 
focuses mostly on detailing mitzvot relating to 
the Mishkan and the Beit HaMikdash. It can 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

May the Torah learned in this issue 
of Torah Tidbits be לע"נ our beloved 

husband/father/grandfather/ 
great grandfather

Rabbi Yitzchak Pechman z"l

הרב יצחק בן דוב ז"ל
on his seventh Yahrzeit ב' ניסן  
Pechman - Perlman - Weinberg Families

May the Torah learned in this  
Torah Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת

הענדלא בת מאיר ומערלה ז"ל
נלב"ע ראש חודש ניסן

In loving memory of
Henny Hirsch z'l

on her 9th yartzeit
Rosh Chodesh Nissan

אשת חייל מי ימצא ...ויהללוה בשערים מעשיה
You are missed by us all  

Your Daughter, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and friends
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two years since my kidney operation which 
Baruch Hashem went smoothly. I’d like to 
once again publicly thank Hashem for the 
miracle He did for me and for my health, the 
blessing of being with my family, and the abil-
ity to continue to serve Klal Yisrael. I remain 
grateful for the reminder of how closely I felt 
Him in those final minutes leading up to my 
surgery, and feel fortunate for the opportuni-
ties I have to connect to Torah each week and 
further my connection to the Almighty. 

For those of you who interested in explor-
ing Shnayim Mikra, I invite you to listen to the 
OU’s Shnayim Mikra series, with insights and 
commentary led by master educators includ-
ing Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, Rabbi 
Menachem Leibtag, Rabbi Yitzchak Etsha-
lom, Rabbi Dr. Gidon Rothstein, and others. 
You can find more information here: https://
outorah.org/series/12/. 

May we all feel the presence of HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu in our lives and be successful in 
our efforts to connect to Him. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

In loving memory of our son,
grandson and brother

Yehuda Aryeh Brand z”l
יהודה אריה ברנד ז"ל

on his 24th yahrzeit
Rosh Chodesh Nisan

therefore be difficult to find ways to person-
ally connect to the themes within, and yet my 
experience with this week’s parsha couldn’t 
have been more personal… 

Two years ago I was admitted to Hadassah 
Ein Kerem for a kidney operation that was 
scheduled for an early Tuesday morning slot. 
Although prepped and ready to be brought 
into the OR, my operation continued to be 
delayed in order to accommodate emergency 
operations. Grateful to not be in an urgent sit-
uation I decided to use the time I had to learn. 

I began with my daily seder, and reviewed 
Tuesday’s Shnayim Mikra for Parshat Vayikra, 
followed by the Daf Yomi. With further delays 
I decided to turn to Wednesday’s Shnayim 
Mikra in the event that I would be too weak 
to complete it the day after the operation. I 
couldn’t help but notice a theme in both the 
third and fourth aliyot…

Four times the verse say:
סָלִי֑ם  ר֖ עַל־הַכְּ ר֣ עֲלֵהֶן֔ אֲשֶׁ לָיתֹ֔ וְאֶת־הַחֵלֶ֙ב֙ אֲשֶׁ י֣ הַכְּ תֵּ וְאֵת֙ שְׁ

נָּה׃ לָיו֖תֹ יְסִירֶֽ בֵד֔ עַל־הַכְּ וְאֶת־הַיּתֶֹרֶ֙ת֙ עַל־הַכָּ

the two kidneys and the fat that is on them, 
that is at the loins; and the protuberance on 
the liver, which you shall remove with the 
kidneys.

Each time I uttered these words, I couldn’t 
help but feel that HaKadosh Baruch Hu was 
with me. I felt a sense of calm wash over me, 
and when I finally entered the OR, I did so 
with a deep feeling of faith. This year marks May the Torah learned in this  

Torah Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת
יהודה אריה בן עזרא הלוי ז"ל

Leopold Edelstein Halevi z"l
on his 28th yahrzeit

ז' ניסן תשנ"ה
We miss you very much

The Rosner, Edelstein and Sokoloff families
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FROM THE DESK OF
RABBI MOSHE HAUER OU Executive Vice President

Parshas Vayikra: 
Do You Care? 

Our Parsha introduces us to the various 
offerings that were brought in the Temple, 
with extensive discussion about the korban 
chatas, the sin offering. These offerings were 
brought specifically for mistakes made, 
rather than for deliberate and malicious 
acts. Nonetheless an offering is required as 
an act of atonement – for a mistake!

Mistakes happen in a context. Simply put 
– we make mistakes when we are careless, 
not when we are careful. We can forget any-
thing anywhere, but we are more likely to 
leave our worn raincoat on the train than 
our wallet because we care far more about 
the wallet than about the old coat. In this 
light, the concept of atonement for mistakes 
implies the expectation that we must truly 
care about doing things right in the realm 
of Torah and Mitzvos. 

How do we make ourselves truly care? 
What matters to us most is not what oth-

ers expect of us but what we ourselves value 
and are passionate about. As slaves in Egypt, 
we did absolutely nothing that we cared 
about. Our days were filled with Pharaoh’s 
priorities and with exercises in futility, such 
as building pyramids on quicksand. The 
freedom celebrated on Pesach brought us 
to a place where we could finally focus on 

our greatest values and on G-d’s will, the 
greatest thing to be passionate about.   

The freedom of Pesach is the freedom to 
really engage in what we care about.

It is fitting that the Yom Tov of Pesach is 
where the Halachic context promotes pro-
found care for doing things right. We see 
this in the Torah obligation to free our entire 
home of the Chametz that we are not sup-
posed to eat, in the Halachic notion unique 
to Pesach that even a tiny bit of Chametz, 
can render a mixture not kosher for Pesach, 
and in the widespread customs of Pesach 
home preparation that go beyond the basic 
Halachic requirements. Pesach is handled 
with the utmost care.

The ultimate symbol of this elevated care 
and conscientiousness is the Matzah itself. 
Matzah is made with care – ush’martem 
es hamatzos; and it is made with alacrity. 
Matzah baking is not a casual enterprise in 
any sense. And our Sages saw this as a par-
adigm for all Mitzvos, as the Sages played on 
the similarity between the Hebrew spelling 
of the words Matzos and Mitzvos and said 
that all Mitzvos should be performed with 
that same care and alacrity.  

Not only to avoid mistakes, but to really 
get things right and make things happen, 
we need to care. When we are motivated 
by the issue and project at hand, when we 
are doing it not just because we have to, we 
are able to preserve our values and live a 
passionate life. 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

The theme of the parsha is sacrifices. Dif-
ferent offerings will be required in a variety 
of circumstances later in the book of Vay-
ikra. This parsha outlines the rules of those 
offerings, so that when they come up later, 
their procedure will be familiar.

The parsha outlines the procedures for: 
Olah, a fully burned offering, Shlamim, an 
offering consumed by the Kohanim and by 
the owner, and a Chatat, a sin offering. In 
the course of those, the mincha, the flour 
offering is also described.

1st aliya (Vayikra 1:1-13) And 
He called to Moshe, and G-d 
spoke to him. When a person 

brings an Olah, it may be brought from 
cattle or sheep. If from cattle, the proce-
dure is: the owner places his hands on the 
animal, it is slaughtered before G-d, the 
blood is sprinkled about the altar, the fats 
are burned and the entire offering is 
burned. If either sheep or goat, the same is 
done: slaughter same place, sprinkle blood, 
offer fats, and completely burned.     

The first words of the parsha baffle the 
commentaries. No English teacher would 
allow a student to start a book “And He 
called to Moshe.” Who is the he? Nothing 

KI TEITZEII has happened in the book yet that we can 
refer the he to. Why begin with “And He 
called”?  

Clearly, the Torah is deliberately referring 
back to the previous story. And continuing 
it. At the end of Sh’mot the Mishkan was 
completed. The thick cloud descended, 
indicating G-d’s presence. Moshe could not 
enter the area of the Mishkan due to the 
cloud. G-d now beckons Moshe to enter, to 
teach the laws of offerings.

This interaction frames the book of Vay-
ikra.  In Sh’mot, G-d descended to us.  He 
commanded the Mishkan, as a place to 
meet with us. He descended and filled the 
place. And now? Our turn. He approached 
us. Now we approach Him. In Sh’mot the 
Jewish people were passive, drawn to Him. 
Ordered to make a meeting place for G-d to 
meet us.  Now, in Vayikra, the Jewish people 
are the active ones. This book then is a con-
tinuation of the last; there He approached 
us, here we approach Him. And that is the 
meaning of sacrifices; man approaching 
G-d.

2nd aliya (1:14-2:5) If the Olah is 
from birds, the procedure is 
similar: blood sprinkled, 

organs burned, and completely burned. If 
a nefesh shall bring a flour offering, the 
procedure is: the flour is mixed with oil and 
frankincense. The Kohen takes a finger’s 
full, burns it on the altar. The remainder is 
eaten by the Kohanim. The flour offering 
may also be baked or fried as a thin matza 
with oil.

The Olah offering is a sliding scale. Cat-
tle, sheep, goat, birds, flour. While the heart 
may stir one to approach G-d, the pocket 
may demur. Rashi points out that when 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

VAYIKRA
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

describing the one who is bringing a flour 
offering, the least expensive one, the Torah 
uses the word nefesh, as if to say it is the 
soul that is bringing this inexpensive flour 
offering. For some, the flour offering is as 
big a sacrifice as the bull is to another.

3rd aliya (2:6-16) Or one may 
bring a fried soft flour offering.  
In each of these, the Kohen 

brings the mincha offering to the altar, 
offering a finger’s full. The remainder is 
eaten by the Kohanim, treated as holy of 
holies. No offering of this sort may be cha-
metz or with honey. Only the first fruits 
offering contain chametz and honey. The 
Omer offering is from new barley of 
parched ground kernels with oil and 
frankincense.

How can we find meaning in sacrifices?  
Let me offer the following.  

In life, we experience a plethora of 
feelings and emotions. Success brings sat-
isfaction; failure, disappointment. At times, 
we feel desperate, beaten down by chal-
lenges and uncertainty. Threats of war or of 
illness make us feel frantic. Sin can engen-
der a deep sense of worthlessness. At other 
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altar, the fats are burned. If it is brought 
from sheep, the same procedure is followed.  
Or if brought from goats. An eternal law is 
that no blood or fats may be eaten.  

The Shlamim is eaten by the owner along 
with the Kohen; not totally burned as is the 
Olah. As such, it expresses a partnership 
between man and G-d. It has a mood of 
celebration. Perhaps the joy that at a cer-
tain level, while submissive to G-d we also 
partner with Him. There is complexity in 
human experience, combining both sub-
mission and partnership.

5th aliya (4:1-26) When a nefesh 
sins: if the Kohen sins in his 
official capacity, he brings a Sin 

offering of a bull. The Kohen places his 
hands on the head, the Kohen sprinkles the 
blood toward the curtain of the Holy of 
Holies and on the incense altar. The fats are 
burned. The bull is burned outside of the 
holy area, where other ashes are deposited.  
If the entire people err in committing a sin, 
a bull is brought as a sin offering. The elders 
rest their hands on the head of the animal, 
the Kohanim sprinkle the blood in front of 
the Holy of Holies and on the incense altar.  
Its fats are burned and the bull is burned 
outside of the holy area as was the Kohen’s 
sin offering. When the Ruler inadvertently 
commits a sin, he brings a goat. He places 
his hands on its head, the Kohanim place 
the blood on the altar corners and its fats 
are burned.

This aliya describes 3 sin offerings 
brought by leaders: the Kohen, the San-
hedrin when it makes a ruling that all the 
people follow and that they realize was in 
error, and the King. True leaders must rec-
ognize that though they are higher than the 

times we feel exuberant, blessed, fortunate.  
That the sun has shone upon us. Gratitude, 
appreciation; hearts full.

Life is full of experiences of anxiety, of 
triumph and of disappointment. A sensi-
tive soul needs to express itself; the religious 
soul needs to frame these emotions in rela-
tionship to G-d.  

There are occasions outlined later in this 
book where offerings are required. And 
there are occasions when we offer these 
voluntarily. 

An Olah is an offering that is completely 
burned. It expresses a complete submission 
to G-d. It is brought in a variety of contexts: 
communal offerings, individual obligatory 
offerings, voluntary. But whatever the con-
text, it conveys resignation or submission.  
This is indeed a core attitude we have in our 
relationship with G-d. It can be paired with 
joy, with guilt, with appreciation – but res-
ignation and submission form the root of 
our religious experience. So when an Olah 
offering is brought it can be an expression 
of profound appreciation, but conveying 
that appreciation with resignation: that it 
is not my hands that have wrought my suc-
cess, but that I as a Jew am charged with 
living hand in hand with G-d. My success 
demands an expression to G-d, as does my 
desperation. I give my life wholly to Him 
– both my success and my despair. This 
complete resignation is expressed in the 
olah – an offering completely burned. As if 
to say, I am in Your hands.

4th aliya (3:1-17) The Shlamim 
offering may be brought from 
cattle. The owner places his 

hands on the head, the Kohanim take the 
blood after slaughter and sprinkles on the 
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rest of the people in their roles, they remain 
subservient to G-d. Papal infallibility is not 
a Jewish notion; here we assume that the 
Kohen (the religious leader), the Sanhedrin, 
(the judiciary) and the King, the political 
leader will all sin. And admit their sins.

6th aliya (4:27-5:10) If a person 
sins inadvertently, he brings a 
goat as a sin offering. He places 

his hands on the head, the blood is placed 
on the corners of the altar, the fats are 
burned. He may bring a sheep; the proce-
dure is similar. An Asham sin offering is 
brought for: withholding testimony result-
ing in an oath taken unnecessarily, 
unknowingly violating the laws after 
becoming impure, taking an oath unneces-
sarily. A confession is made.  The offering 
may be brought from sheep or goats. If the 
owner cannot afford these, then he may 
bring 2 birds, one an olah and one a sin 
offering. 

It is crucial to note that the sin offering is 
not the first sacrifice in the descriptions of 
offerings. It is the 3rd, following the Olah and 
the Shlamim.  Sacrifices are not brought 
only to atone for sins. And not all sins can 
be expiated through sacrifices. Some do 
not rise to the need for a sacrifice. And for 
some, a sacrifice does not suffice for atone-
ment. The offerings rather span the gamut 
of human experience and more accurately 
express a desire to engage G-d in all sorts 
of experiences, not just when needing 
atonement.

7th aliya (5:11-25) And if he can-
not afford these, then he may 
bring a flour offering, though 

without oil or frankincense, as this is a sin 
offering, an Asham. A finger’s full is brought 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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to this theme, this week’s haftorah starts with 
a rebuke to the people of Israel for abandon-
ing the service in the Beit Hamikdash.

The message which is conveyed from the 
prophet Yeshayahu are words of rebuke 
related to the Israelites turning away from 
dedicating their lives to God and turning to 
idolatry instead. The Almighty calls to his 
people to do teshuva and He promises that 
their transgressions will be forgiven.

Yeshayahu exhorts the people by men-
tioning to them that serving idols is merely 
serving an object crafted by an artisan and 
has no power - “neither see nor hear nor 
do they know…”

The conclusion of the haftorah states 
God’s overwhelming desire that His 
beloved people remember Him and return 
to Him. 

on the altar; the Kohanim consume the rest.  
If a person uses sanctified property, he 
needs to bring a ram to atone as an Asham.  
And to compensate the holy fund with a 1/5 
additional penalty.  If a person is unsure of 
a sin, he needs to bring a ram to atone as an 
Asham. If a person denies a financial obli-
gation and swears falsely, he must make 
restitution with an additional 1/5 and to 
bring a ram to atone. 

These offerings are required to be brought 
to the Mishkan and later, to the Temple in 
Jerusalem. The experience of the grandeur 
of those places would generate humil-
ity. Healthy humility, knowing our place 
as both majestic beings and meek in His 
presence is generated by the experience of 
sacrifice in the holy place. 

HAFTORAH  
YESHAYAHU 43:21- 44:23

This week’s parsha focuses exclusively on 
the sacrifices brought in the Mishkan. Related 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim Luntscitz (1550-1619, Rav of Prague) in his commentary on the Torah, the Kli Yakar, 
was puzzled by the second pasuk of this Parsha.
אדם כי יקריב מכם קרבן לה’ מן הבהמה ומן הצאן תקריבו את קרבנכם (א:ב)

“When any man of you offers an offering unto G-d, of cattle, of the herd, or of the flock, you shall bring 
your offering.” (1:2)

Why does the verse begin with the singular (adam ki takriv- any man) yet ends in the plural Takrivu- You 
shall bring?

The Kli Yakar answers that the language is to warn those who will bring a sacrifice, not to err the same 
way as Kayin and Hevel, when they offered to G-d, at the beginning of the Torah.

Kayin failed to bring from live animals. Instead, he brought from simple plant life- flax or wheat. Therefore, 
the verse stresses “from the cattle and from sheep” you shall bring. If one is to ask for atonement for his sins, 
he should offer a live animal- a lesson meant for the masses- therefore the plural form is used.

Kayin erred when he decided to bring an offering only after seeing Kayin’s offering. His motive was due 
to jealousy of what his brother was doing. Therefore, the beginning of the verse is in the singular –”When a 
person (Adam) brings an offering” it is to teach us that we should model Adam HaRishon who offered to G-d 
with the correct intentions for the sake of Heaven, since there was no one else to be jealous of, at that time.
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16 mitzvot; 11 positive, 5 prohibitions 
The book of Vayikra has the largest number of 
mitzvot among the five Chumashim - 247, 40% of 
Taryag. On the other hand, Vayikra is the shortest 
Book by far - in number of columns and lines in 
a Sefer Torah, number of p’sukim, words, and 
letters. This makes the mitzvah stats even more 
impressive. 

MITZVOT

STATS

24th of 54 sedras; 1st of 10 in Vayikra 
Written on 215 lines in a Torah, rank: 19
21 Parshiot; 13 open, 8 closed 
111 p’sukim - rank: 26 (2nd in Vayikra) 
Same number of p’sukim as Eikev 
1673 words - rank: 20 (1st in Vayikra)
6222 letters - rank: 20 (1st in Vayikra)
The sedra is of average length, but its p’sukim are 
longer than average for the Torah. 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

The Victorious 
Victim

I always experience a sense of excitement 
when I begin a new book. I am convinced 
that most avid readers feel the same way. 
This Shabbat gives us an opportunity to 
experience that excitement as we begin a 
new book, the book of Leviticus, and Parshat 
Vayikra.

The book, or chumash, of Leviticus has his-
torically had “mixed reviews.” On the one 
hand, our tradition reveres this book, calling 
it Torat Kohanim (the Torah, or Teachings, 
of the Priests). The dominant theme of 
Leviticus is the role of the priests within the 
various rituals connected to worship in the 
Holy Temple, and their role in various ritu-
als associated with purity and holiness.

So special a place does Leviticus have in 
our tradition that there was once a time 
when schoolchildren began their study of 

the Bible with this very holy book. “Let those 
who are pure and holy be involved in the 
study of purity and holiness.”

In more recent times, however, Levit-
icus has become a “victim” of negative 
criticism. I remember participating in a 
protest against a publisher who planned 
an anthology of inspiring biblical texts but 
deliberately omitted Leviticus from the table 
of contents. He felt that most of the book 
was irrelevant and outdated. Only instead 
of using the term “outdated,” he called it 
“primitive.” Those of us who protested his 
omission adduced many passages in Leviti-
cus that were not only relevant, but of great 
import to contemporary society—but to no 
avail. I realized how futile our protest was 
when he asserted that the verse, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself,” couldn’t have been 
part of the original text of Leviticus but must 
have been inserted centuries after the book 
was first written.

Of course, the source of this publish-
er’s bias traced back to the early school 
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of biblical criticism, which assigned the 
“author” of Leviticus the title “P,” standing 
for “Priestly Code”. These critics maintain 
that the entire book of Leviticus was written 
much later than the rest of the Bible. As a 
believing Jew, I disassociate myself entirely 
from this school and its theories.

It was at one of the public lectures of Rabbi 
Joseph Soloveitchik that I heard him say that 
we have a standard by which to assess the 
sanctity and importance of those matters 
that we consider holy. “The more virulent 
the opposition to one of our beliefs, the more 
sacred and important we can consider that 
belief to be.” He offered two examples of this 
phenomenon. One was the book we begin 
to read this Shabbat, which some so-called 
“Bible scholars” consider inferior to other 
books of the Bible. This antagonism, argued 
Rabbi Soloveitchik, is in and of itself suffi-
cient to convince us that Leviticus, Chumash 
Vayikra, is especially important. As a second 
example, he pointed to the State of Israel, 
which already in his time—forty or so years 
ago—faced extreme hostility in the interna-
tional arena. This very hostility, he insisted, 
demonstrates the State of Israel’s essential 
importance.

Viewing the entire book of Leviticus as 
a “victim” of misunderstanding and def-
amation provides an opportunity for us 
to consider the very relevant lessons the 
book may actually have for the nature of 
victimhood. As I hope to demonstrate, our 
tradition has many lessons to teach us about 
the relationship between the perpetrator 
and the victim, between the pursuer and 
the one he pursues.

Many of those lessons are rooted not only 
in the book of Leviticus, but in this week’s 054-527-9356
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Torah portion, Vayikra. But first, let me share 
with you a verse from another biblical book 
that has had its share of detractors over the 
centuries, the book of Kohelet (Ecclesiastes):

“What is occurring now occurred long 
since,

And what is to occur occurred long since:
and God seeks the pursued.” (Kohelet 3:15)
In this verse, King Solomon, the author of 

Kohelet, maintains that history is cyclical. 
Today’s events and future events have their 
precedents in the past. One aspect of this 
repetitive narrative is consistent and pre-
dictable: God seeks the pursued. God is on 
the side of history’s victims, and ultimately 
it is they who will prevail. Here is how the 
Midrash expands upon this concept:

“Rabbi Huna said in the name of Rabbi 
Yosef, ‘God always seeks the pursued. You 
will find that when one righteous person 
pursues another righteous person, God 
sides with the pursued. When a villain pur-
sues a righteous person, God sides with the 
pursued. When one villain pursues another 
villain, God sides with the pursued. Even 
when a righteous person pursues a villain, 
God sides with the pursued! In every case, 
God sides with the pursued!” (Vayikra Rab-
bah 27:5)

This Midrashic passage continues to offer 

examples throughout history of this prin-
ciple: Abel was pursued by Cain, and God 
chose Abel. Noah was pursued by his soci-
ety, and God favored Noah. Abraham was 
pursued by Nimrod, Isaac by the Philis-
tines, Jacob by Esau, Joseph by his brothers, 
Moses by Pharaoh, David by Saul, Saul by 
the Philistines. In each and every instance, 
God favored the pursued and eventually 
vanquished the pursuer. So too, the Mid-
rash assures us, although the people of 
Israel have been pursued by enemy nations 
throughout their history, God will seek the 
pursued. He will favor the victim.  

The Talmud takes this theme one step 
further, recommending that we consciously 
strive to be among the pursued and not join 
the pursuers. “Rabbi Abahu preached that 
one should always include himself among 
the pursued, and never among the pursuers, 
for, after all, no species of fowl is more pur-
sued than pigeons and turtle doves, and yet 
these are the only species of fowl that are fit 
for the altar.” (Bava Kama 93a)

Maimonides includes Rabbi Abahu’s 
advice in his description of the proper 
demeanor of the Torah scholar, the talmid 
chacham: “His guiding principle should 
be to include himself among the pursued 
but not among the pursuers. He should be 
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one of those who forgives insult but never 
insults others.” (Hilchot De’ot 5:13)

Do not be misled. Joining the pursued does 
not mean that one should be a pushover, a 
“nebbish.” The Torah encourages us to stand 
up for ourselves and defend ourselves vig-
orously when necessary. Rather, joining the 
pursued means that we do not always need 
to win, that we give others credit and allow 
them the limelight. We join the pursued 
when we are careful not to trample others 
competitively in order to get ahead, but we 
work collaboratively with them. Those are 
the qualities that are blessed by the God who 
seeks the pursued.

The 19th century commentator and rab-
binic authority, Rabbi Jacob of Lyssa, offers 
a brief insight into the verse of our focus in 
this column, “God seeks the pursued.” He 
points out that in a certain sense we are all 
“pursued.” Every human being is pursued 
by his or her passions, moral failings, and 
selfish egos. Part of man’s existential condi-
tion is that he is pursued by evil urges. God 
seeks the pursued, offering succor to all 
those who valiantly struggle to overcome 
their internal temptations and strive to live 
an ethical and moral life.

As individuals, as a people, and as human 
beings, we often are fated to be victims. Still, 
our Sages see in this week’s Torah portion the 
lesson that we can be victorious victims. 
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The Pursuit of 
Meaning

The American Declaration of Indepen-
dence speaks of the inalienable rights of 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
Recently, following the pioneering work of 
Martin Seligman, founder of positive psy-
chology, there have been hundreds of books 
published on happiness. Yet there is some-
thing more fundamental still to the sense of 
a life well lived, namely, meaning. The two 
seem similar. It’s easy to suppose that people 
who find meaning are happy, and people 
who are happy have found meaning. But the 
two are not the same, nor do they always 
overlap. Happiness is largely a matter of 
satisfying needs and wants. Meaning, by 
contrast, is about a sense of purpose in life, 
especially by making positive contributions 
to the lives of others. Happiness is largely 
about how you feel in the present. Meaning 
is about how you judge your life as a whole: 
past, present, and future.

Happiness is associated with taking, 
meaning with giving. Individuals who suffer 
stress, worry, or anxiety are not happy, but 
they may be living lives rich with meaning. 
Past misfortunes reduce present happiness, 
but people often connect such moments 
with the discovery of meaning. Further-
more, happiness is not unique to humans. 
Animals also experience contentment 
when their wants and needs are satisfied. 
But meaning is a distinctively human phe-
nomenon. It has to do not with nature but 
with culture. It is not about what happens 
to us, but about how we interpret what hap-
pens to us. There can be happiness without 
meaning, and there can be meaning in the 
absence of happiness, even in the midst of 
darkness and pain.1

In a fascinating article in The Atlantic, 
“There’s More to Life Than Being Happy,”2 
Emily Smith argued that the pursuit of 

1  See Roy F. Baumeister, Kathleen D. 
Vohs, Jennifer Aaker, and Emily N. Garbin-
sky, “Some Key Differences between a Happy 
Life and a Meaningful Life,” Journal of Pos-
itive Psychology, vol. 8, issue 6 (2013): pp. 
505–16.

2  Emily Smith, “There’s More to Life 
Than Being Happy,” The Atlantic, 9 January 
2013.
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happiness can result in a relatively shallow, 
self-absorbed, even selfish life. What makes 
the pursuit of meaning different is that it is 
about the search for something larger than 
the self.

No one did more to put the question of 
meaning into modern discourse than the 
late Viktor Frankl, who has figured promi-
nently in these essays on spirituality.3 In the 
three years he spent in Auschwitz, Frankl 
survived and helped others to survive by 
inspiring them to discover a purpose in life 
even in the midst of hell on earth. He knew 
that in the camps, those who lost the will to 
live died. It was there that he formulated 
the ideas he later turned into a new type 
of psychotherapy based on what he called 
“man’s search for meaning.” His book of 
that title, written in the course of nine days 
in 1946, has sold more than ten million cop-
ies throughout the world, and ranks as one 
of the most influential works of the twenti-
eth century.

Frankl used to say that the way to find 
meaning was not to ask what we want from 
life. Instead we should ask what life wants 
from us. We are each, he said, unique: in our 
gifts, our abilities, our skills and talents, and 
in the circumstances of our life. For each of 
us, then, there is a task only we can do. This 
does not mean that we are better than others. 
But if we believe we are here for a reason, 
then there is a tikkun, a mending, only we 
can perform; a fragment of light only we can 
redeem; an act of kindness, or courage, or 
generosity, or hospitality only we can per-
form; even a word of encouragement or a 

3  See in particular the essay from earlier 
in this series for entitled “Reframing.”
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Only 6,500,000 NIS.



22     TORAH TIDBITS 1510 /  VAYIKRA 5783

smile only we can give, because we are here, 
in this place, at this time, facing this person 
at this moment in their lives.

“Life is a task,” he used to say, and added, 
“The religious man differs from the appar-
ently irreligious man only by experiencing 
his existence not simply as a task, but as a 
mission.” He or she is aware of being sum-
moned, called, by a Source. “For thousands 
of years that source has been called God.”4

That is the significance of the word that 
gives our parsha, and the third book of the 
Torah, its name: Vayikra, “And He called.” 
The precise meaning of this opening verse 
is difficult to understand. Literally trans-
lated it reads: “And He called to Moses, and 
God spoke to him from the Tent of Meet-
ing, saying….” The first phrase seems to be 
redundant. If we are told that God spoke to 
Moses, why say in addition, “And He called”? 
Rashi explains as follows:

And He called to Moses: Every [time God 
communicated with Moses, whether sig-
nalled by the expression] “And He spoke,” 
or “and He said,” or “and He commanded,” 
it was always preceded by [God] calling [to 
Moses by name].5

“Calling” is an expression of endearment. 
It is the expression employed by the minis-
tering angels, as it says, “And one called to 
the other” (Isaiah 6:3).

Vayikra, Rashi is telling us, means to be 
called to a task in love. This is the source 
of one of the key ideas of Western thought, 
namely the concept of a vocation or a calling, 

4  Viktor Frankl, The Doctor and the Soul: 
from Psychotherapy to Logotherapy (New 
York: A. A. Knopf, 1965), p. 13.

5  Rashi on Leviticus 1:1.

that is, the choice of a career or way of life 
not just because you want to do it, or because 
it offers certain benefits, but because you 
feel summoned to it. You feel this is your 
meaning and mission in life. This is what 
you were placed on earth to do.

There are many such calls in Tanach. 
There was the call Abraham heard to leave 
his land and family (Gen. 12:1). There was 
the call to Moses at the burning bush (Ex. 
3:4). There was the one experienced by Isa-
iah when he saw in a mystical vision God 
enthroned and surrounded by angels:

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send? And who will go for 
us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” (Is. 
6:8)

One of the most touching is the story of 
the young Samuel, dedicated by his mother 
Hannah to serve in the sanctuary at Shi-
loh where he acted as an assistant to Eli 
the priest. In bed at night he heard a voice 
calling his name. He assumed it was Eli. He 
ran to see what he wanted but Eli told him 
he had not called. This happened a second 
time and then a third, and by then Eli real-
ised that it was God calling the child. He told 
Samuel that the next time the voice called 
his name, he should reply, “Speak, Lord, for 
Your servant is listening.” It did not occur to 
the child that it might be God summoning 
him to a mission, but it was. Thus began his 
career as a prophet, judge, and anointer of 
Israel’s first two kings, Saul and David (see 
I Samuel 3).

When we see a wrong to be righted, a 
sickness to be healed, a need to be met, and 
we feel it speaking to us, that is when we 
come as close as we can in a post-prophetic 
age to hearing Vayikra, God’s call. And why 
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does the word appear here, at the beginning 
of the third and central book of the Torah? 
Because the book of Leviticus is about sacri-
fices, and a vocation is about sacrifices. We 
are willing to make sacrifices when we feel 
they are part of the task we are called on to 
do.

From the perspective of eternity, we may 
sometimes be overwhelmed by a sense of 
our own insignificance. We are no more 
than a wave in the ocean, a grain of sand 
on the seashore, a speck of dust on the sur-
face of infinity. Yet we are here because God 
wanted us to be, because there is a task He 
wants us to perform. The search for meaning 
is the quest for this task.

Each of us is unique. Even genetically 
identical twins are different. There are 
things only we can do, we who are what 
we are, in this time, this place, and these 
circumstances. For each of us God has a 
task: work to perform, a kindness to show, 
a gift to give, love to share, loneliness to ease, 
pain to heal, or broken lives to help mend. 
Discerning that task, hearing Vayikra, God’s 
call, is one of the great spiritual challenges 
for each of us.

How do we know what it is? Some years 
ago, in To Heal a Fractured World, I offered 
this as a guide, and it still seems to me to 
make sense: Where what we want to do 
meets what needs to be done, that is where 
God wants us to be. 

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks 
zt”l are part of his ’Covenant & Conversa-
tion’ series on the weekly Torah teaching. 
With thanks to the Schimmel Family for their 
generous sponsorship, dedicated in loving 
memory of Harry (Chaim) Schimmel. Visit 
www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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This opening parasha of Sefer Vay-
ikra serves as a logical continuation 
of the final parshiyot of Sefer Shmot 

that we read last week. After detailing the 
precise construction of the Mishkan the 
Torah now describes for us the service that 
was to take place there. To the modern-day 
mind, the world of, animal sacrifice, seems 
quite foreign and difficult to comprehend. 
Nonetheless, the sacrificial rite is the focus 
of the Torah for the bulk of Sefer Vayikra and 
is also a topic often discussed by our nevi’im. 
However, it was essential for the people to 
understand that the ritual offerings were, 
primarily, means to an end-not an end in 
themselves. 

For this reason, the haftarah read on Shab-
bat VaYikra, the parasha that introduces 
the laws of korbanot, is a critique leveled 
by Yishayahu against Israel who deviated 
from the essence of the sacrificial rite and 
regarded it instead as a simple act that would 
erase all their sins. For this reason, the navi 
opens his message with the words: “Am zu 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

yatzarti li”, “I, [G-d] fashioned this people”, 
“tehillati y’sapeiru”, “SO THAT they will 
tell My praise.” The very purpose of choos-
ing Israel and redeeming them time and 
time again, was so that they would spread 
His praise by teaching the world of G-d’s 
greatness through their service to Him. The 
prophets understood that the sacrificial rite 
would be a means to educate a pagan world 
of the need to worship One G-d.  Making 
offerings to a non-corporeal divinity – and 
ONLY this non-corporeal divinity – was a 
unique enough practice in ancient times to 
have other nations take notice and learn. 

It was through the korbanot, therefore, 
that the Jewish nation would be able to fulfill 
the mission it was created for:  to spread the 
belief of the One G-d to all nations.  Indeed, 
this was the request made by Shlomo HaMel-
ech at the inauguration of the First Temple 
(Sefer M’lachim A: 8; 41-43), i.e. to have for-
eigners come to the Bet HaMikdash and 
bring sacrifices to G-d. The people failed to 
regard their offerings as a means to draw 
closer to Hashem (and, thereby, receive 
His atonement), AS WELL AS a tool to edu-
cate the idolatrous populations. Instead, 
Israel saw the ritual simply as an end – a 
ritual that would automatically have their 
own iniquities erased, and, by doing so, the 
nation undermined the very purpose of 
offering korbanot - “Am zu yatzarti li, tehil-
lati y’sapeiru”

Given Israel’s misuse of the sacrifices, and, 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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upon Churban Bayit, the resultant termina-
tion of the ritual service, we are forced to 
face the “elephant in the room”: How can we 
now effect atonement for our sins? 

Rav Soloveitchik addresses this very 
question and, in his usual brilliance, helps 
us understand how we are forgiven. After 
quoting R. Akiva’s post-churban statement 
(Mishna Yoma 8;9) that it is G-d Himself Who 
purifies us from our sins the Rav comments: 

The attainment of kapparah will not be as…
complete as when….the High Priest brought 
man into contact with transcendent and 
incomprehensible divinity. But we Jews have 
brought another message of teshuva to Man, 
that of tahara [purification]. There is nothing 
transcendent [or] miraculous…about tahara. 
The performance of tahara is not directed 
at a transcendent divinity but at G-d, as our 
father, companion and intimate counselor. 
For this communion with G-d, man has not 
been affected by the loss of outward ceremo-
nial rites.

For over 2,000 we have been bereft of sac-
rifices and offerings, and, as a result, we no 
longer have the complete kapparah we once 
had when the Kohen Gadol would follow the 
Yom Kippur ritual service in the Beit HaMik-
dash. But, it is also true that, for over 2,000 
years, we have been purified by our Father 
in heaven. Our challenge today, therefore, is 
to understand the true purpose of korbanot 
and the proper impact of tefilla. 

Only in this way can we see the fulfillment 
of our three-time daily plea: “v’hashev et 
ha’avodah l’dvir beitecha” – to have Hashem 
restore the complete worship to the Holy 
Temple.For it is only there where “na’vo-
decha b’yir’ah”, we can truly worship G-d in 
complete awe. 

NEW Listing! Quiet Old 
Katamon, new 3 rooms, Gem, 
totally renovated, top standard, 
amazing views to the forest, succah 
balcony, parking, storage-  
MAYA-054-6650184
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building, spacious 3 rooms, 100m, 
succah terrace, private parking, 
storage room-  
MAYA-054-6650184
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private pool on a 200m terrace, 
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MAYA-054-6650184

Luxurious apartment in 
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Luxurious garden apartment 
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Katamon, 340m built on 2 
levels, 8 rooms, separate unit with 
separate entrance, high ceilings, 
full of charm, very quiet & bright, 
130m private garden, top of the 
line finishes, close to the park  
DEBORAH- 054-4804767
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totally renovated with 65m private 
landscaped garden, views from 
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5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
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together the adjacent house from same
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in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
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Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!

New luxurious penthouse 
in the best Rechavia- 
285m on one level, high end 
building, beautiful views 
from succah terraces of 190m, 
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4 exposures, very sunny!! 
DEBORAH-054-4804767

In a small lane of the 
German Colony -  
Unique Authentic house  
of 700m built on a huge plot 
of 1,200m - perfect for making 
an apartment building or a 
tremendous private house -  
Potential to build up to 2,000m  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Magnificent Authentic 
private house on a small 
dead end of Baka-  
650m built on 3 levels  
with huge basement,  
750m plot with a wonderful 
landscaped garden.  
With a thoughtful layout, an 
abundance of light and great 
bones, it is a unique property!  
Call DEBORAH- 054-4804767 

In a small lane of the 
German Colony, Garden 
apartment with private 
entrance, 250m with private 
garden, parking, high ceilings,  
in an Authentic beautiful  
3 apartments building  
MAYA – 054-6650184
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Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Sacrificing 
With An Eye 
Toward the 
Future

Parshat Vayikra transitions us into the 
third of the five books of the Torah.  Whereas 
Sefer Bereshit and Shemot provide historical 
background with respect to the formation of 
our nation, Sefer Vayikra discloses the intri-
cacies of the korbanot.  Although at times it 
may seem a bit technical, there are many 
lessons to be derived from the details of the 
korbanot.  Prior to taking a deep dive into 
the world of korbanot, let us first seek to 
understand the purpose of the korbanot. 

Rambam – Counter Idolatry 
There are many explanations offered 

by the commentaries as to the reason for 
korbanot.  The Rambam suggests that the 
Egyptians and other ancient neighbors of 
Israel worshipped different types of ani-
mals (particularly cattle, sheep, and goats), 
so these animals were singled out to be used 
to worship Hashem. We offer to Hashem the 
animals that other nations offered to avoda 
zara (idolatry).

Ramban; Rabbeinu Bechaya – Bring us 
Closer to Hashem

The Ramban rejects this explanation. 

How could it be, the Ramban asks, that all 
the greatness of the notion of korbanot is 
just to counteract avoda zara and disprove 
the other nations? Avoda is one of the pillars 
upon which the world stands, and offering 
korbanot is the primary form of avoda. Could 
all of that be just to counteract avoda zara? 
After all, the Torah describes the offering 
of korbanot as “a beautiful, sweet-smelling 
aroma to Hashem” (rei’ah niho’ah laShem).

Rabbeinu Bechaya suggests, all these 
individuals brought korbanot in order to 
get close (from the root “karov”) to Hashem. 
In fact, the different elements of a korban 
correspond to the different components of 
atonement. Transgressions occur in deed, 
speech, and thought. Korbanot offered to 
Hashem in order to atone for sin (as many 
korbanot do) begin with an act (placing 
one’s hands on the korban), continue with 
speech (the confession recited over the kor-
ban), and culminate with an atonement for 
one’s desires and inner thoughts (the burn-
ing of the insides of the korban).

Korbanot- Future Prevention of 
Transgression

Rav Benzion Firer (Hegyona Shel Torah) 
offers some insight into the purpose of kor-
banot.  He posits that a korban is not only 
offered to obtain forgiveness for a transgres-
sion, but it is also to help prevent a future 
transgression from transpiring.   A korban 
offered after a transgression is meaningless 
absent teshuva (Rambam Hilchot Teshuva 
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1:1). The main ingredient in teshuva is an 
undertaking not to repeat a transgression.  
The Korban is meant to influence the indi-
vidual who offers it to improve upon himself 
in the future. It should not be viewed simply 
as a “penalty” for a past act, but rather as a 
collateral so that the sinful act will not recur.  

Consider for a moment what the individ-
ual who offers a sacrifice had to experience.  
There were several stages that were neces-
sary prior to the actual sacrifice.  First, one 
had to travel to Jerusalem, likely meeting 
people on his way and having to explain 
that he is on his way to offer a korban.  Then 
he may have had to inquire which type of 
sacrifice was required to be offered.  Then 
he had to pay for the sacrifice.  At each of 
these stages the individual would likely have 
verbally admitted his transgression, so the 
proper sacrifice was obtained. Then the 
process in which he engages as highlighted 
above (placing one’s hands on the animal, 
verbal admission and slaughtering of the 
animal), likely leads one to want to avoid 
having to undergo this procedure again.  

First Sacrifice – Lacked Sincerity 
The first sacrifice was offered by Kayin 

and Hevel. It was not brought after any sin-
ful act. Why was Hevel’s sacrifice accepted 
and Kayin’s sacrifice rejected?  The answer 
is not explicitly revealed in the Torah, 
although some have suggested that Kayin’s 
offering was not from the most worthy fruit.  
Perhaps the reason Kayin’s sacrifice was not 
accepted can be understood by what imme-
diately follows.  Kayin kills Hevel.  If Kayin 
had the proper kavana (intention) when he 
offered his sacrifice – he would not have 
committed this heinous act.  When offering 
a sacrifice one is to consider not just one’s 

past, but rather to focus on how to improve 
one’s future.  Kayin did not have that 
intent. God, who knows our inner thoughts, 
recognized Kayin’s lack of sincerity and 
accordingly rejected his “meaningless” 
sacrifice.  From Kayin’s reaction (murder), 
it becomes obvious that Kayin did not con-
template improving upon himself when 
offering his sacrifice.   

When we read Vaikra and learn about the 
korbanot and when we engage in prayer 
that is in place of the korbanot, we should 
contemplate the lesson offered by Rabbi 
Firer.  More important than asking forgive-
ness for a prior error, we are to consider 
how to improve upon ourselves so that our 
mistakes do not repeat.  Then we can be 
assured that God accepts our korbanot and 
tefillot and they will indeed bring us “closer” 
to Hashem. 
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OU ISRAEL CENTER         29

       1898                                       2023

ONLY 5 MORE
GLUING DAYS 

UNTIL 
PESACH

**************** RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH ****************
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il  Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il 

Phone: 02-999-2418                WhatsApp: 058 787 3755

125th YEAR ANNIVERSARY  

 CONTACT US TODAY!

DON'T WAIT TO THE LAST MINUTE!
LAST FEW DAYS REMAINING

LET US STRENGTHEN YOUR LOOSE & SHAKY FURNITURE  

Have you been meaning to get rid of that old hat lying 
in your closet? 

Trade-in your old hat and get a discount on any new 
hat you purchase at SherlockS. We’ll clean your old hat 
and bring it to clothing centers where new immigrants 
and less fortunate people are looking for clothes. 

Needs Them

Dorot Rishonim 3, Jerusalem • Tel: 02 563-7155 • www.SherlockSHats.com
P.S. Tilley Hats Have Arrived!

Old
Hats!
Who

Needs
Them?

HHeellpp  ssoommeeoonnee  ggeett  nnaacchhaass  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  oolldd  hhaatt..

WWhhiillee  yyoouu  ggeett  nnaacchhaass  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  nneeww  SShheerrlloocckkSS  hhaatt..



30     TORAH TIDBITS 1510 /  VAYIKRA 5783

REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

All For Hashem 
Every word in Torah is instructive and 

replete with meaning. Often, we find a word 
that requires us to explore the reason for its 
specific use. One such example is in the pas-
suk, “adam ki yakriv michem korban,” when 
a person brings an offering to G-d… (Vayikra 
1:2). Rashi wonders why the term adam is 
used and not ish, the usual word used for 
a person. He understands it as a reference 
to Adam Harishon; just as Adam did not use 
anything stolen for a korban, so too we must 
not use anything stolen for a korban. Why 
does Rashi choose to explain it like this as 
opposed to conveying any other message?

To gain a sense of one’s mindset when 
bringing a korban, we must look at the korban 
that Adam offered. “It shall be more pleasing 
to Hashem than a yearling bull, with horns 
and hooves” (Tehillim 69:32). Chazal teach 
us that the first bull Adam offered as a sac-
rifice was created emerging from the earth. 
Hence, the horns came first then the rest of 
its body. Every bull created since then grows 
its horns last. Why do we need to know that 
animal Adam offered was created with its 
horns first? Rav Belsky in Einei Yisrael notes 
that every part of a bull can potentially be 
used to benefit man, its meat, its skins even 
its bones, except its horns. Why then, were 
horns created? Horns represent an animal’s 
strength and glory. When Adam offered this 

first bull as a korban, he highlighted the con-
cept that a sacrifice to Hashem expresses the 
offering of our pride and subjugating our ego 
completely to Hashem. One realizes that 
in sinning, man puts his personal desires 
before Hashem’s Will. In contrast bringing a 
korban makes amends by showing humility 
and submission. 

On another level, Rav Belsky notes, Adam 
Harishon’s first sacrifice established the true 
purpose of creation for all of mankind. It 
symbolized Adam’s realization that man was 
created to use his physical drives, impulses 
and even his pride to serve Hashem. There-
fore, when the Torah uses the word “Adam” 
in the instructions regarding karbonot, it 
reminds us to dedicate ourselves completely 
to the service of Hashem. 

With this understanding we can now 
understand Rashi’s explanation not to offer 
a stolen animal. As Rav Roberts in Prism of 
Torah points out, thievery is the root of all 
sins. One who understands that whatever 
he has is for the purpose of serving Hashem 
with that exclusively, will never come to 
steal. Sacrificial offerings represent our 
complete dedication to Hashem with all our 
possessions, material and otherwise.

Rav Mordechai Druk adds that the first 
question a person will be asked after 120 
years is, “Did you deal honestly in business?” 
The bedrock for yirat shamayim is honesty, 
bein adam lachavero, bein adam laMakom 
and bein adam leatzmo. 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         31

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

Rosetta_1/2Page_19cmH x 6.35cm_AW_PATHS.indd   1Rosetta_1/2Page_19cmH x 6.35cm_AW_PATHS.indd   1 2023/03/09   09:112023/03/09   09:11

Seeking P/T Social Media  
& Communications 

Coordinator for  
Jerusalem Synagogue

Responsibilities include: weekly bulletin/ 
monthly calendar/ periodic announcements/

managing whatsapp group/zoom shiurim;  
maintain video display & shul cloud account.

Must be fluent in English & Hebrew  
and highly skilled in MS office. 
Send CV to info@bkms.org.il
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Vayikra:  
The Calling

Rav Yitzchok Breiter, Hy’d, was one of 
the great Breslover manhigim of Pre-War 
Europe. As one of the first Jews in Poland to 
make the difficult journey to Uman for Rosh 
Hashanah, he was a trailblazer. His journey 
opened the way for countless Jews to reach 
Uman as well, inspiring them to draw close to 
Hashem and to Rebbe Nachman’s path. He is 
the author of a number of significant essays 
and sefarim, including Seder haYom, a step-
by-step guide to applying Rebbe Nachman’s 
teachings to our daily life. A respected elder 
in the Warsaw ghetto before being murdered 
in Treblinka, he composed Shir Yedidus, 
a beautiful piyut expressing hiskashrus, 
devoted connection to Rebbe Nachman. 

Once, Rav Yitzchok and his neighbor were 
arrested on false charges by the Polish authori-
ties, and led away in handcuffs and heavy iron 
chains on their legs, in a degrading fashion. 
A man of intense focus, faith and resilience, 
Rav Yitzchok maintained his composure and 
was not fazed. His neighbor, however, was a 
nervous wreck and crestfallen.

“My friend,” called Rav Yitzchok, quietly, 
“The Ribbono Shel Olam is with us! Why 
should you allow this to break you? Close 
your eyes, breathe deeply, and imagine 
your chains to be made of gold, a heavy, 

precious gift Hashem is giving you to carry. 
Is that a reason to be sad?” When the ver-
dict was delivered freeing his friend but 
sentencing him to five years in prison, Rav 
Yitzchok stood tall and recited the blessing 
expressing praise for Hashem in face of 
difficult news. Then he added the bracha 
of Ohev tzedaka u’mishpat from the Ami-
dah, and proclaimed, “Now I will have the 
opportunity to serve God in a new way.” Rav 
Yitzchak was held in prison for just a couple 
days and released without explanation.

In 1917, when the political and security 
situation made the pilgrimage to Uman 
impossible, Rav Yitzchok organized and led 
a Rosh Hashanah kibbutz at the famed Yeshi-
vas Chachmei Lublin. As a preparation, he 
authored Chalukei haNachal, a concise and 
powerful work divided into seven “pillars” 
or fundamentals of faith according to the 
path of Rebbe Nachman. This small sefer 
was designed to help guide the members of 
the kibbutz to step into deeper emunah. Pre-
served over the precarious generations, it 
continues to guide us, today.

The second section of Chalukei haNachal, 
called עמוד התגלות אלקות, “The Pillar of Godly 
Revelation”, describes what we experience 
through the ‘Divine call’ in the opening of our 
sedra this week: ויקרא אל משה, “And God called 
to Moshe.” Rav Yitzchok notes that Godliness 
is revealed to a person continuously, day 
and night. However, on rare occasions, one 
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experiences a full-fledged revelation: קוראין אותו 

 One is actually called and he“ ,ממש והוא שומע
hears.” At such times, his eyes are illuminated 
and he yearns for closeness with Hashem. 

Most often however, Hashem reveals 
Himself to us in a more concealed fashion, 
by means of spiritual struggle, thoughts and 
feelings of despair, heaviness, laziness or 
lack of motivation. There are even revela-
tions in moments of heresy, confusion, lust 
and delusion.

והעיקר לידע, כי מה ששומע ורואה, מאזין ומקשיב,

 או מרגיש מיד איש ומיד אשה, מקרוב ומרחוק, בפרט 

מאשתו ומבני ביתו,

 הכל הוא דברי ה׳ ית׳ אשר קורא אותו אליו בזה, 

וזה הוא התקונין שנותנין לו מלמעלה

“The main thing is to know is that all we 
hear, see, intuit and feel in every interaction 
we have — with those who are close to us 
and those who are far from us, with family 
and with strangers, but in particular with our 
spouses and children — all of it, everything, 

is an invitation and calling from 
Hashem. 

This is the tikun, the rectification that has 
been given to us from On High.”

As Rebbe Nachman expounds on the Alef 
Zeira, the small letter Alef in the word Vay-
ikra as written in a Torah scroll, he tells us 
the following. Sometimes Hashem ‘calls’ 
us through a mode of קול דממה דקה, a quiet, 
subtle ‘voice’, perhaps concealed within the 
workings of nature, embedded in everyday 
experience, hidden in plain sight. This is 

because Hashem’s Presence fills the entire 
world and all experiences: 

הּ, נוּי מִנֵּ בודֹוֹ, וְלֵית אֲתַר פָּ לאֹ כָל הָאָרֶץ כְּ מְּ  וְצָרִיךְ לָדַעַת, שֶׁ

ל עָלְמִין.  ל עָלְמִין וְסובֵֹב כָּ א כָּ  וְאִיהוּ מְמַלֵּ

Now, one must also know that “God’s Glory 
fills the whole world” (Isaiah, 6:3), 

and there is no place empty of Him; 
He fills all worlds and surrounds all worlds 

(Zohar III, 225a) 
And we can therefore call to Hashem — and 

Hashem calls to us — even in a place of dark-
ness, as Rebbe Nachman continues (Likutei 
Moharan 33):
אָדָם  לְךָ  יאֹמַר  אִם  פא(:  )תענית  לְמִי  ירוּשַׁ בִּ בִיא  מֵּ שֶׁ וְזֶה 

אֱמַר: אֵלַי קרֵֹא  נֶּ רומִֹי, שֶׁ בְּ דולֹ שֶׁ כְרָךְ גָּ אמַר לוֹ: בִּ הֵיכָן אֱלקֶֹיךָ, תֹּ

עִׂיר. מִשֵּ

And this is what is brought in the Jerusa-
lem Talmud (Taanis, 1:1): If anyone should 
ask you, “Where is your God?” answer him, 
“In the great city of Rome.” As it is said, “One 
calls to Me from Seir” (Isaiah, 21:11). 

May we be blessed to know with complete 
certainty that wherever we are and whatever 
we are busy with, if we open our hearts and 
believe, we can hear Hashem calling us to 
draw close. And even if we are in the depths 
of exile or despair, if we listen carefully, per-
haps we will hear the voice of the Ribbono 
Shel Olam encouraging us, “My friend, why 
should you allow this to break you?” 

רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

• יהונתן בן מחלה
 • שלמה בן אסתר 

 • אברהם מנשה בן חנה ברכה
• Esther Fruma bat Baila
• Yisrael Leib ben Chana

• Chana Bat Bruriah

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Resumes April 16Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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THE FREEDOM OF MOBILITY EVEN ON SHABBAT AND CHAGIM

For more information and  
a free, no-obligation demo:
movinglife.co.il/torah 077-2305650

Splits into 2 lightweight parts,  
for easy lifting.

Wheels like a trolley and  
is approved for air travel.

Spacious legroom and 
high ground clearance. 

Get to shul easily on Shabbat? Load the scooter into the car’s trunk and drive to 
the children for Shabbat? Fly to a fun vacation abroad? With a SHABBATTO mobility 
scooter, anything is possible! It features an integral “mehudar” mechanism, and 

therefore doesn’t require tricky and costly installation, as in other scooters.

SPECIAL PESACH OFFER

 AND A FREE 
SHABBAT MECHANISM

Immediate delivery before the Chag

NIS 
OFF1000



OU ISRAEL CENTER         35

As we finish the book of Exodus, and graduate to the new sefer of  Vayikra, 
we invite all of Am Yisrael to take this opportunity to end the period of 
exodus and begin a new chapter of life with a new property in Jerusalem  

 

 
Be'erot St, Giv'at Ze'ev 

Huge villa, divided into spacious living level 
+ 5 additional units. 375 sqm. Double 
parking, garden, balcony, machsan. 

NIS 6,900,000 
Emuna Dadon 054-806-7106 

 
HaAyin Het, Musrara 

Authentic Arab style house, unique and 
charming, first floor, 4 rooms, 113 sqm, 

3.8m high ceilings. Near City Center and 
Meah Shearim. NIS 5,490,000 

Israela Krakauer 052-577-4853 

 
Hanasi St, Talbieh 

New Tama 38 project across from the 
President’s house.  2 apts for sale: 
 1) 110 sqm; 2) 90 sqm garden apt 

Call for additional information 
Orna Even 054-621-6069 

 

 
Pierre Koenig St, Baka/Talpiyot 

Beautifully renovated, great location!  
4 rooms, 91 sqm, master bedroom with 
ensuite bathroom, lots of natural light!  

NIS 3,580,000 (flexible) 
Micha Paul 052-511-6340 

 

 

  
Yiftach St, Baka Penthouse 

Architecturally designed, beautiful 
penthouse apt, 5 rooms, 3 bathrooms, 
Succah, parking, storage. Perfect for a 
family- ready to move in. NIS 6,400,000  

Orna Even 054-621-6069 
 

 

 

 
Balfour St, Talbiyeh 

Prestigious apartment in Mandate building 
High ceilings, architecturally designed  
112 sqm. 2 bedrooms (both ensuite),  
3 balconies, 1st floor.  NIS 7,300,000  

Alyssa Friedland 054-668-4111 
 

 
Ze’ev Sherf St, Pisgat Ze’ev 

4 room duplex-penthouse, 123 sqm, with a 
40 sqm balcony. Storage. Private parking, 

A/C. Available for immediate entry. 
NIS 2,926,000  

Emuna Dadon 054-806-7106 

Newly renovated, 4 bedrooms, 3 full 
baths,150 sqm, large balcony with amazing 

view, U/F heating, central a/c, elevator, 
parking. NIS 6,465,000 

Ariyel Maresky 072-392-2109 

 

 
OPEN HOUSE 

Horkania 12 Penthouse, Katamon/Rasco 
March 27th 11am 

www.rem.ax/horkania12 
Please join us. Refreshments will be served 

 

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties 
is just one search away  www.remaxjerusalem.com  
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Shemitah 
Wine For The 
Four Cups

As wine from the shemitah year remains 
present on store shelves, the question 
arises whether it may be used for the four 
cups of wine at the pesach seder. 

Shemitah fruit in the eighth year
Although the shemitah year concluded 

on Rosh Hashanah 5783, fruits can still 
maintain Kedushat Shevi’it well into the 
eighth year. This is due to the fact that the 
status of holiness for fruit goes by the point 
at which it blossoms rather than the time it 
is picked. Therefore, fruit that blossomed 
in the seventh year maintains its shemitah 
holiness well into the eighth year. Such 
fruit must not be wasted, business must 
not be conducted with it and it may not be 
brought overseas. 

Grapes which grew during the shemi-
tah year and were harvested either right 
before or immediately following Rosh 
Hashanah maintain the status of shemitah 
fruit. The most common way of distributing 
shemitah wine is through a system called 
Otzar Beit Din.

Otzar Beit Din 
The source of Otzar Beit Din (literaly “the 

Rabbinical court treasury”) appears in the 
Toseftah (Shevi’it 8:1-2), one of the earli-
est Talmudic sources. In the times of the 
Mishnah our sages made a decree that the 
Rabbinic courts in all cities would create a 
shevi’it storage system, known as Otzar Beit 
Din. Authorities (see Minchat Yerushalyaim 
p.213) instituted the system of basic pay-
ment for harvesting and delivery of Otzar 
Beit Din products. This is clear based on the 
wording of the Toseftah that the Rabbini-
cal court would employ workers to harvest 
and produce the final product in the case of 
wine and oil.

The development and legitimacy of 
Otzar Beit Din has been disputed for cen-
turies. Rav Mordechai Gross Shlit”a, (one 
of the OU Poskim) supports the Otzar Beit 
Din solution and allows the distribution of 
such produce. Otzar Beit Din products can 
be found at special distribution depots in 
predominately religious cities. Such pro-
duce may also be found in large super 
market chains and is sold over the inter-
net by various suppliers. Otzar Beit Din 
produce should have proper certification. 
When purchasing at a supermarket, the 
label or box should have the words Otzar 
Beit Din (דין בית   or kedushat shevi’it (אוצר 
שביעית)  When receiving shemitah .(קדושת 
wine from someone other than Otzar Beit 
Din, one should consult with a rabbinical 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

 רפואה שלמה 
יהושע חיים בן חיה לאה
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator 
for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

authority in regards to the various halachic 
implications.

Performing a mitzvah with shemitah 
fruit

The Talmud Yerushalmi (Pesachim 10:1) 
discusses the topic of using shemitah wine 
for the four cups of wine at the seder. The 
gemara implies that such use may be prob-
lematic. Later authorities discuss what 
possible issues there might be in using 
such wine for the mitzvah of the four cups. 
However, the Yerushalmi concludes that 
there is no issue using holy shemitah wine 
for the four cups. The Ridba”z (Hagahot Al 
Peat Hashulchan 5:18) and others (see Eretz 
Vehilchoteha 7:1) rule that it is even prefer-
able to use holy shemitah wine for the four 
cups as it connects both mitzvahs.

Biur on shemitah wine
The Torah commands that once a type 

of produce is not readily available in the 
field for animals, (meaning it has been 
completely harvested), an additional 
mitzvah must be performed with the pro-
duce, known as biur (see Torat Kohanim 
25:7). Authorities dispute whether biur is 
performed by destroying the fruit or com-
pletely relinquishing ownership by putting 
it in a public domain for anyone to take. It 
is accepted by later authorities that relin-
quishing ownership is the accepted form 
of biur (see Shenot Eliyahu Shevi’it 9:2). 
In order to carry out the mitzvah of biur, 
one should remove the remaining fruit 

from his house and place the fruit in front 
of three designated people. He must then 
recite, “Our brothers, Beit Yisrael, everyone 
who needs to take can come and take.” The 
fruit then becomes ownerless, and he him-
self or any of the others present may take 
possession of it. If one can’t take the fruit 
out of his house, he may bring three peo-
ple into his house and make the food hefker 
in front of them. Even after biur has been 
performed, the produce remains holy and 
the laws regarding holy produce still apply.

It is clear from early sources that the time 
for biur of grapes is Erev Pesach (the day 
before Pesach). In a case where one has 
wine with kedushat shevi’it on erev pesach, 
halachic authorities dispute whether biur 
is required. According to Rav Mordechai 
Gross Shlit”a, if one only has a few bottles of 
shviit wine, biur is not required (see Torat 
Hasadei on Sde Mordechai, 108). According 
to other authorities, biur is required even 
for a minimal amount. In such a case, one 
should advise with a competent halachic 
authority. If one mistakenly forgot to per-
form the mitzvah of biur, there is certainly 
room to be lenient and consume the holy 
shemitah wine at the pesach seder (see 
Eretz Vehilchoteha ibid). 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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DOWNLOAD YOUR FREE COPY AT
ISRAEL.NCSY.ORG/HAGGADAH2023

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir

Director Hadassah Jacob 052-384-7230
Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Resumes April 24th

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, 

call Ruth 02-628-7359  
or Judy 054-569-0410

SHIUR SPONSORS
 Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur 

has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year 
לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic 
year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of their parents, 

 Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l -   
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל 

Rosi and Ernest Strauss z”l -    
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur - Minchat Chinuch is sponsored 
for the academic year 2023 by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman  

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l 
יונה בן צדוק ז”ל ואסתר ע”ה בת רפאל הי”ד

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”l 
הרב שמואל אליהו ז”ל בן הרב רפאל נ”י

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by  
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts  

Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur  
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year  

 לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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As Chodesh Nisan is upon us, we 
begin to look ahead and prepare 
for Pesach.  In addition to purging 

our homes of chametz, and the many provi-
sions to procure to prepare for yom tov, we 
also begin to prepare and look ahead to the 
majestic night of freedom, the Seder Layl 
Pesach. 

Among the many incredible messages 
inherent in the Seder Layl Pesach experience 
is the fundamental idea of sacred speech. 
Speech plays a central role in the entire 
evening. Our Sages teach us that we must 
verbally express and recall the many details 
and nuances of the redemption from Egypt. 
Our youngest children traditionally verbal-
ize four questions to begin this dialogue. We 
then reply to those four questions by stating:

“We were Slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt…and 
there is a mitzva incumbent upon each of us 
to discuss and tell of the redemption from 
Egypt.” “Vchol Hamarbeh lesaper b’yetziat 
mitzrayim — harei zeh meshubach….” — 
“All who say much in their description of the 
redemption from Egypt are to be praised….”

In the Haggadah text of the Rambam, we 
note a slightly different version of this last 
statement: “Vchol Hamaarich — lesaper 
b’yetziat mitzrayim, harei zeh meshu-
bach….” — “All who speak extensively in 
their description of the redemption from 
Egypt are to be praised….”

How are we to interpret the subtle differ-
ence between our more familiar version 

and that of Maimonides? What lesson might 
we glean from clarifying the difference 
between the words hamarbeh (much) and 
hamaarich (extensive)? Why ultimately do 
most of us not utilize the Rambam’s version 
of this important text?

Perhaps one answer to these questions 
actually is hinted at later on in the Seder’s 
discussions of the ten plagues. After listing 
those ten plagues, we are then introduced 
to several rabbinic interpretations of those 
plagues, but the first comments included are 
those of Rebbi Yehuda.

Unlike the other Sages mentioned, Rebbi 
Yehuda doesn’t choose to elaborate exten-
sively about each of the plagues; rather, he 
teaches us an acronym to recall the plagues 
in a short, concise, memorable way. Rebbi 
Yehuda seems to be telling us that the most 
memorable ideas are clear and succinct 
instead of the most verbose or extensive. 
What Rabbi Yehuda is teaching us is that we 
need to become more accustomed to realiz-
ing the power of our words. When we are 
able to share important information in a most 
direct and clear manner, it is more likely to 
be understood and received favorably. When 
we are not aware of this important concept, 
our intended messages might get lost or 
misconstrued.

This very idea of the power of speech is 
actually an important lesson that is also 
alluded to in the Exodus story itself. The Cha-
sidic Master Rebbe Moshe Yechiel HaLevi 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         47

Epstein of Ozarov, zy’a makes an interest-
ing observation in his commentary on the 
Haggadah. The Rebbe points out that the 
prime villain in the Exodus story is not simply 
called Melech Mitzrayim, the King of Egypt, 
but also Paroh. The Rebbe taught that the 
word Paroh is made up of the same Hebrew 
letters (pay, reish, ayin, and hay) as the words 
peh ra, a wicked mouth! The Rebbe wrote 
that inherent in the Jewish People going forth 
and becoming freed from Egyptian oppres-
sion is the need to work to leave behind that 
power represented by Paroh; that is, to leave 
behind the use of words for wicked purposes 
and begin to use our words to speak appro-
priately and for sacred purposes.

On the Seder night, we recall the Exodus 
from Egypt, and we are mandated to speak 
with clarity of all the miraculous events 
that transpired as we went free from Egypt. 
Each year, as we tell this sacred tale and 
come together to experience leaving behind 
Egyptian oppression, may we also merit to 
emulate  this beautiful message introduced 
by the Rebbe of Ostrov. May the words of 
Torah we share on the Seder night inspire us 
to realize the sacred gift that is speech and 
the potential redemptive power inherent in 
channeling our words to inspire, bring clar-
ity, and build unity among us. 

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Great Investment! 2 rooms, mirpeset, under-
ground parking,  new building under construc-
tion in a great location. Starting at 1.89m shekel. 
3 & 4 rooms also available
For Rent in a brand new building in the City 
Center - 4 rooms. 102m, Amazing views to the  
Temple Mmount. Shabbat elevator, parking and 
9m mirpeset. 12,000NIS
For Rent in the German Colony on Emek  
Refaeim street, 2 rooms, one floor up, good shape,  
parking. 5,100 a month

On HaPalmach -  
great 4 room apartment, 92m plus 

large garden in use, exclusive.  
Asking 4.95 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

FOR RENT
IN A NEW BUILDING ON AGRIPAS ST

CLOSE TO KING GEORGE
THREE 2-ROOM APARTMENTS

BEAUTIFUL, NEW, BRIGHT
UNDERFLOOR HEATING, A/C, 2 ELEVATORS

NIS 5500/MONTH
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27 KOREH-HADOROT ST., JERUSALEM 
NEVE.SHALEM @GMAIL.COM | WWW.NEVE-SHALEM.CO.IL

BOUTIQUE RESIDENCE FOR SENIORS
IN THE LUXURIOUS NEIGHBORHOOD OF ARNONA, JERUSALEM

NEVE 
SHALEM IS 
AN ASSISTED 
LIVING 
FACILITY FOR 
RETIREES AND 
SENIORS WITH 
60% ENGLISH 
SPEAKERS!

 Full calendar of activities and entertainment in English and Hebrew!  
 Quality apartments built to high standards with balconies & gardens 
 Professional medical services  
 A dedicated staff providing for all the needs of our senior citizens 24/7 - Just like family!

*3204

SINCE 1995

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY!
3 ROOM APARTMENT  

WITH AMAZING GARDEN!
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

Time After 
Time

The moment had finally arrived. After we 
were subjected to two centuries of night-
marish torture and bondage, Hashem was 
about to liberate us, thereby fulfilling His 
ancient promise to our ancestors. The recal-
citrant Egyptians had been pummeled by a 
year-long cycle of brutal plagues, as Pharo, 
their once proud leader, was brought to his 
knees. Independence was in the air. 

Before announcing the instructions for 
the great night of Exodus, Hashem deliv-
ered a new calendar, fixing the month of 
Nissan as its new year. In addition to a dif-
ferent start point, our new calendar would 
be structured around twelve months, and 
not around a 365-day solar cycle. 
לחדשי  הוא  ראשון  חדשים  ראש  לכם  הזה  החדש 

השנה 

For some reason, our geulah from Egypt 
was inaugurated by the launch of a new cal-
endar and a new method of marking time. 

Slavery and Timelessness 
Slaves live with little control over their 

freedom, their decisions, and their sched-
ules. Constantly subjected to the whim 
of their masters, day and night become 
indistinguishable. Without any consistent 
schedule, human identity slowly erodes. 
Granting us freedom, Hashem endowed us 

with time authorship and with the ability 
to set our own schedules. By introducing a 
new calendar, Hashem empowered us with 
time agency. 

The night before we left Egypt, we marked 
our passage into freedom by conducting a 
Pesach meal which had to be concluded by 
midnight. Freed from bondage, we could 
now control our schedule and were to com-
plete the festivities by an appointed hour. 
That night of freedom we managed time 
in a precise and meticulous manner, char-
acteristic of free men. We were expected 
to demonstrate time agency and our new 
calendar highlighted this newfound status 
as freemen in control of time. 

Actually, our introduction to time man-
agement commenced a few days before 
we received news about our new calen-
dar. A few days earlier our former Egyptian 
masters were plunged into a vacuum 
of timelessness. For a week, they were 
shrouded in darkness, reaching a point that 
they could no longer see one another, or 
even rise from their seated position. They 
spent an entire week in darkened solitary 
confinement, ultimately, losing any sense 
of the passage of time. They were now suf-
fering the exact same torment they had 
subjected us to. 

Meanwhile, in Goshen, our grandparents, 
who by this point were no longer physically 
enslaved, enjoyed a normal lit world and 
a normal time routine. Transitioning into 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         51

freedom, we watched the Egyptians lose 
their schedule, just as we gained our own 
time management. Shortly thereafter, as 
Nissan arrived we received a new calendar, 
and finally, on the night of the exodus, we 
were expected to behave with scrupulous 
time discipline. 

Hope or Futility 
Time transitions are milestones of 

human experience. As we transition into a 
new year or a new month, we take stock 
of our lives, and ponder our future. Every 
Shabbat mevarchim, as we “bless” the new 
month, we stand atop a precipice looking 
out at the unknown, while our hearts 
flutter with both anticipation and trepi-
dation, praying that Hashem will steward 
us through the uncertain future. Time 
transitions are momentous occasions…but 
not for slaves who live without hope and 
without horizons. People without freedom 
are trapped in an endless and monoto-
nous world, enduring unending cycles 
of suffering and anguish. For free men, 
time transitions are milestones, but for 
slaves they are merely painful taunts. By 
delivering a calendar pivoted on monthly 
transitions, Hashem awarded us with lives 
of hope, opportunity, and renewal. 

Our new calendar conditioned us to our 
new lives as free people, who could manage 
time and would live with hope and future. 

A New Time Experience
More important than merely condition-

ing us to a new life of freedom, the new 
calendar launched an entirely new chapter 
in human history, and radically altered time 
experience. We typically view time as the 
background for human experience.  Time 
inexorably cycles forward, determining 
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seasons and framing day and night. Time 
provides a framework which steadies our 
experience and provides predictability 
and rhythm. Human experience requires 
this stable and predictable platform. In 
the modern era we have discovered how 
vital time rhythm is to our welfare. Flying 
into a different time zone, we upset the 
bio-rhythm which time provides, become 
discombobulated, and suffer jet lag. Time 
provides a solid and durable scaffolding 
within which we orient our lives. 

Promising that human history would 
never be upended by a global apocalypse, 
Hashem guaranteed Noach that time and 
seasons would remain undisturbed:
עוד כל ימי הארץ זרע וקציר וקר וחום וקיץ וחרף ויום 

ולילה לא ישבתו 

A world with dependable and predictable 
agricultural periods, recurring seasons, 
and cycles of day and night enables human 
prosperity. We desperately require that 
time be static and predictable. 

Furthermore, natural time as a back-
ground affects humans in the exact same 
manner that it influences Nature at large. 
Humans experience time no differently 
than plants and animals, except that we are 
conscious of its relentless passage. 

With the birth of our nation, a new form 

of time arose, introducing an entirely differ-
ent time experience. Time became a process 
with a specific beginning and a specific end-
point. Time was no longer merely a static 
and immovable background for human 
experience, but a fluid course influenced by 
human behavior. We call this new time-pro-
cess redemption. Redemption is a historical 
process through which the world gradually 
advances back to its original pristine state, 
just the way Hashem created it. Time has a 
distinct trajectory, arching toward a better 
state, and this trajectory is driven by “time 
agents”. A new calendar represented an 
entirely new system of time experience, and 
tasked us with the responsibility to redeem 
history and to redeem time. 

We are agents of time and agents of geu-
lah. We don’t just occupy a world framed by 
static time, but shape the arch of redemp-
tive time. Our singular time experience is 
anchored to an entirely different calendar. 

Within this new calendar of time, not every 
moment is identical. Within natural time 
every minute is interchangeable with the 
next. Natural time must be unchangeable 
and identical, to provide consistency and 
continuity. Human experience differs from 
moment to moment, but the background of 
time remains constant and monotonous. 

To all of our devoted friends and donors who contributed 
MAOS CHITIM and helped over 200 poor and needy families 
enjoy the Holiday of Pesach - Best wishes for a Chag  
Kasher V’sameach, and a healthy spring and summer.

Send your contributions to the
Clara Hammer Chicken Fund
P.O.B.18602 Jerusalem 91185
(02)5810256
Donate via PayPal at Chickenladyofjerusalem.com

חג שמח
 וקיץ בריא!
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One person’s trash is another 
person’s treasure… 

We buy gold, silver, coins, Judaica, 
old sifrei kodesh, banknotes, 
medals, collectables, antiques, 
sports memorabilia and more. 

 
Ran: 054-5561223 

Within our calendar of redemptive time, 
specific days are imbued with distinct 
redemptive meaning. In particular, the 
night of Pesach is a unique moment of 
redemptive resonance, during which we 
reenact the exact same circumstances and 
rituals of that seminal night of liberty. The 
15th night of Nissan launched redemptive 
history and every successive Pesach night 
further advances redemption. On Pesach 
we look back over time, span the centuries, 
and sculpt the arch of redemptive time. 

Freedom and Time Manipulation 
We even manipulate the calendar to syn-

chronize Pesach with the spring season, 
locking in the precise weather conditions 
of our original exodus. Namely, we com-
pletely ignore natural time to preserve 
the authenticity of redemptive time. We 
choreograph natural time to assure the 
integrity of redemptive time. 

As agents of time, we aren’t locked into 
a static reality, but shape our world and 
our experience. Ultimate freedom is only 
achieved when we escape our own his-
torical period and live as part of a larger 
multigenerational process of redemption.  
We may physically occupy the 21st century, 
but we participate in a centuries-long pro-
cess of redemption which far outlasts the 
limited time we spend on this earth. 

Months are the building blocks of our 
Jewish calendar and are referred to in 
Hebrew as chodesh or חודש, the very same 
etymological root for the term chadash 
or חדש , which signals renewal. We aren’t 
locked in or trapped in time but are free to 
manage it. We are free to live beyond our 
own small historical space. We are free if 
we live redemption. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Gilinski Real Estate 

gilinski.co.il 
 

13,000,000 NIS 

French Hill 
4R, 90 SQM, 6th 
floor, renovated, 
accessible, 
divided into 2  
apts. 
#050-3362306 
 

2,685,000 NIS 

 

Old Katamon 
3.5R, 60 SQM + 2 
galleries, garden, 
storage, parking. 
#050-7225694 

 

 Arnona 
3R, 88 SQM, 5th 
floor + elevator, 
balcony, 
storage, parking. 
#050-7225694 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3,150,000 NIS 

2,800,000 NIS 

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001
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J e r u s a l e m  H o t e l
3 3 ו ה י מ ר י

בכשרות בד"צ העדה החרדית
לא שרויה, לא קטניות

J e r u s a l e m  H o t e l

Enjoy a luxurious & uplifting "Yom Tov" 
in the most holy city, Jerusalem

Gourmet Meals delivered to your door available. 
כשר לפסח

• Gourmet five star meals
• Option for upscale private seder 

02-6444-555
For Reservations:

Email: Res@Y33.co.il

Last rooms for !שבת הגדול

J e r u s a l e m  H o t e l
3 3 ו ה י מ ר י

02-6444-555
להזמנות: 

mf@y33.co.il בדוא"ל:  או 

סעודות שבת עשירות לשבת הגדול
סעודות חג עשירות לפסח

בכשרות בד"צ העדה החרדית
לא שרויה, לא קטניות

 מבשל
לכם ח>ג

שף הבית שלנו

 ארוז
עד הבית!במשלוח 
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This week:  
KIMCHA DEPISKA!
• Checks:  

Make out to  
“Yesh Ezra”  
Send to: Yesh Ezra, POB 36156, 
Romema, Jerusalem, 9136101

• Bank Transfer: Bank Mercantile (17), 
Branch 642, A/C 79747843, Yesh Ezra

To obtain your tax benefit receipt, send details  
by Whatsapp/email.
• Credit card: 

Sara at 077-820-0196  
(Sun-Thu. 10:00am-3:00pm)

• Website: www.yeshezra.org  
Click on “Donate Now”

Inquiries:  
Menachem Persoff  
050-570-1067  
menpmp@gmail.com

ISRAVILLA IS AVAILABLE  
FOR PESACH.

ACCOMMODATES 50+, 
HEATED POOL,  

TOTALLY SECLUDED QUIET 
EXPANSIVE ESTATE. 

ISRAVILLA.COM
(for guest feedback, see Google Maps Isravilla)

Take a Walk 
Through History

TOUR THE OLD CITY  
WITH ATERET COHANIM

Tour reservations must me made  

in advance and confirmed by text or email

register online at  

ateretcohanim.org/tours

In Israel call Daniel 054-654-4407  

dljerusalem@gmail.com

In US call Shani 917-297-2075   

shaniateret@gmail.com

scan here 
to reserve
your tour

Please tour with us the next time you are in Israel, 
you will be amazed at what we are doing to keep  

All of Jerusalem United with Jewish Life

^
Our

RESERVATIONS MUST  

BE MADE IN ADVANCE

Shield of Jerusalem Tours  

pre and post Pesach only 

Sunday, April 2nd

Tuesday, April 4th

Sunday, April 16th

Old City Tours

Sunday, April 9th

Thursday, April 13th

Ateret Cohanim tours  

around Yom HaAtzmaut

Tours to start either 10am or 2pm

Sunday, April 23rd

Thursday, April 27th

Sunday, April 30th

Tours are 
filling up fast!

RESERVE
NOW!
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REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN

Fighting a 
Good Fight

ק׃ צְדָּֽ ק׃עַן תִּ צְדָּֽ ה֖֖ לְמַה לְמַעַ֥֥ן תִּ ר֥֥ אַתָּר אַתָּ פְטָה֖֖ יָה יָחַ֑֑ד סַפֵּחַד סַפֵּ פְטָנִי נִשָּׁ ירֵנִ֕֕י נִשָּׁ ירֵהַזְכִּ הַזְכִּ

“Help Me remember! Let us join in argu-
ment, Tell your version, That you may be 
vindicated” (Yeshayahu 43:26)

How do you fight a good fight? A look at 
this week’s Haftorah gives us insight into 
the uncomfortable dynamic of arguments 
but at the same time gives us hope for 
movement forward. Yeshayahu describes 
the deep rift between Hashem and His peo-
ple - their unfaithfulness, lack of authentic 
devotion and service as demonstrated 
by their sacrifices without intention and 
abandonment of spiritual practice. And 
yet, Hashem expresses a willingness to 
converse.  

Let’s take a closer look at posuk 43:26 for 
a better understanding of what it means 
to create an opportunity for dialogue 

even when sparring with a loved one, in 
this case Hashem with His people. First, 
Hashem asks to hear the Jewish people’s 
side of the story. “ירֵנִ֕י  Remind me,” says ,הַזְכִּ
Hashem even when He certainly doesn’t 
need to be reminded.  Hashem engages His 
people, expressing interest in investing in 
the relationship, in hearing the other side.  
Metzudot David suggests that it is like two 
people who are fighting and one says to the 
other - remind me what you have against 
me. I need to hear you say it so I know why 
you are hurting and how I’ve hurt you..

Hashem then says, פְטָה֖ יָחַ֑ד  let us judge ,נִשָּׁ
together. Even when arguing, the reconcil-
iation is done together. Hashem expresses 
an openness to revisit and reevaluate. There 
are two sides in a relationship and Hashem 
is acknowledging the Jewish people as a 
partner. Next, Hashem gives the opportu-
nity for the Jewish people to tell their side 
of the story, ֖ה ר֥ אַתָּ  you tell. Maybe you can ,סַפֵּ
explain, says Hashem, what went wrong, 
why you abandoned Me. I’m ready to hear 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL
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Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman is the found-
ing director of the Orthodox Union Women’s 
Initiative and the rebbetzin of the Lower 
Merion Synagogue in Bala Cynwyd, PA.

your excuses and explanations - I’m ready 
to listen. Finally, Hashem says, ק צְדָּֽ  so ,לְמַעַ֥ן תִּ
you will be justified. Says the Malbim, I want 
you to be vindicated because I don’t want to 
or need to be right. I want your excuses to be 
true because I believe in you and your com-
mitment to our relationship. Even if I could 
undo your argument, Hashem says, I would 
rather hold on to even the weakest excuse 
so that you could be right.  

In hearing the grievances that Hashem 
lists, His abandonment might even, Heaven 
forbid, seem justified. It’s His willingness to 
connect with us despite our sins that should 
inspire us to draw closer to Him. Beyond 
that, it should motivate us to connect with 
those who we may feel have slighted us.  
Hashem is giving us a model for our rela-
tionships, a guide on how to rebuild and 
repair when investment seems pointless 
and the connections broken.  It is with this 
hope and inspiration that we will, please 
G-d, rebuild our people and merit a rebuilt 
Beit HaMikdash and the everlasting rela-
tionship with Hashem. 

Shabbos Bistro
Premium delicious shabbes meals

Openning hours:
Thursday  12 pm-2 am
Friday 8 am-3 pm

     02-9964469 |     054-8777347
Iben Shafrut 5, Rehavia, Jerusalem

Amazing family friendly house  
in the Greek Colony available  

for Pesach rental
5 minutes from Emek Refaim,  
40 min walk from the Old City,  

6 bedrooms - sleeps 15+,
5 bathrooms, 3 floors, 200m,

large kitchen, large yard  
(with basketball hoop), Strictly Kosher

Available March 30 - April 17
For more details: 052-238-0638  

Robert@kleimanrealestate.com
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Remedying 
An Enduring 
Flaw

The underpinning of the exile and the dif-
fidence that exists in the world, is a result of  
insufficiently recognizing [the value of] the 
Land of Israel, her worth and her wisdom, 
and we fail to remedy the sin of the spies 
who spoke negatively about the Land with a 
“teshuvat hamishkal” (repentance commen-
surate with the sin): to declare and and share 
the message to the entire world of its beauty 
and grandeur, its holiness and nobility. Even 
when we engage in extolling the Land - if only 
we would merit to depict one-thousandth of 
the splendor of the cherished Land, and of 
the glory of it’s Torah, and the elevation of its 
wisdom, and the ruach hakodesh (holy spirit) 
that flutters within it. (Eretz Chefetz 4:1) 

Teshuvat Hamishkal is a practice prescrib-
ing a more aggressive form of repentance to 
make amends for a particular sin. This form 
of teshuva is meant to offset the transgres-
sion in cases where the causal methods of 
repentance seem unable to fully remedy the 
damage done. 

Rav Kook recommends this form of teshuva 
in our ongoing efforts to make good the sin of 
the spies sent by Moshe. The spies slandered 
the Land of Israel, demoralizing the people 

and causing forty years of wandering. Our 
task is to remedy the sin by accentuating the 
Land’s superiority. We must relay a message 
to the masses who have been discouraged - 
declaring the Land’s “magnificence and 
beauty, its holiness and grandeur.”

The Talmud (Taanit 29a) states that the 
events of the spies' return from Canaan and 
their delivering the evil report occurred on 
the ninth of Av: “The day of the spies’ return 
was the day prior to the ninth of Av. The Holy 
One, blessed be He, said to them: “You wept 
a weeping without cause, therefore I shall 
establish for you weeping for generations 
on this day.”

The above statement should be under-
stood not as a punishment but merely as 
a consequence of the nation's lackluster 
attempt to enter their homeland. Their lack 
of desire trickles down through the genera-
tions; our longing for the Land has not yet 
achieved the appropriate passion and excite-
ment that it deserves. 

Rav Kook also references the sin of the 
spies in a well known letter he writes to his 
Jewish brethren across the world inviting 
them to come back home. Although Rav 
Kook was legendary for his warmth and 
compassion to everyone, here he speaks 

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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sharply concerning those who denigrate the 
eternal bond the Jew has with the Holy Land. 
“We must fight with all of our might against 
the hatred toward the Holy Land which has 
begun to infect certain individuals among 
us. We must destroy with spiritual might 
and the eternal sanctity of the pleasant 
Land, the poison of the traitorous spies who, 
precisely at this time of grace, have begun 
to emerge. This espionage is a struggle with 
its last ounce of strength, but we can say 
with certainty, with the pride of the name 
of God, Who chose the pleasant Land, that it 
resembles the final struggle of a flame which 
climbs briefly before burning out. The over-
whelming love for the Holy Land, for Zion 
and Jerusalem, will run its course, and like 
the sun at high noon, it will enlighten all the 
dwellings of Jacab” (Translation, ‘Celebration 
of the Soul,’ p. 190). 

Premiummoving.co.il   053-7272-815 

PREMIUM
MOVING & STORAGE

בס"ד
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ה ל הַמַרְבֶּ כָּ
יצִיאַת מִצְרַיִם ר בִּ לְסַפֵּ
ח בָּ הֲרֵי זֶה מְשֻׁ

Pesach with Artscroll

Wide Selection of Artscroll Haggadahs:

"
"

Rav Frand Haggadah The Novominsk Haggadah

Twersky Haggadah

Rav Schwab Haggadah

The Artscroll Childrens Haggadah

Night of Emunah

At the Maggid's SederReb Ahron Leib Haggadah

Touched by our Story Haggadah

Chasam Sofer Haggadah

Touched by the seder

Simply Haggadah

Harav Elimelech 
Biderman Haggadah

Eishes 
Chayil 
Haggadah

Weekly 
Parsha 
Haggadah

new!new!

Rav Chaim 
Kanievsky 
Haggadah

 ניתן
 להשיג
בעברית
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Tel: 02-6513162

  

Cottonseed oil
Nut oil

Flavored crackers

Large variety of snacks

Natural juices 

NEW! cottonseed oil

Avocado oil

Lite sweetener

with reliable hechsher

Kosher for Passover cookies

New! Pie crust

Panko crumbs

Coconut chips

Cherries

Delivery all over the cityFree parking

CheaperKol

Opening Hours: Sun.-Thurs. 8:00- 22:30 | Friday 8:00- 14:30
Motzei Shabbos parashas Vayikra: 3 Nisan, 25.3

Motzei Shabbos parashas Tzav: 10 Nisan, 1.4
OPEN FROM AN HOUR AFTER SHABBOS IS OUT UNTIL MIDNIGHT

store closed during Pesach

31 Kanfei Nesharim St., Givat Shaul, Jerusalem

Here you will find all the leading American brands  
KEDEM    GEFEN    GLICK    PASKESZ    LIEBER'S

The largest selection of Passover products
with the best and most mehudar kashrus

This year a particularly large selection of new,
kitnoyos-free Pesach products

A large selection of hand/machine matzah (including spelt), 
a wide variety of meats and pastrami. Different sauces, 
sweets, snacks and more...
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Revealing the 
Miracles

The Jewish year in relation to the festivals 
starts with Nissan and Pesach, and ends with 
Adar and Purim. Pesach is the epitome of a 
miraculous deliverance, and stands in stark 
contrast to Purim that lacks any obvious 
and blatant miracle. While we celebrate a 
salvation on Purim, it was brought about by 
the political manipulations and behind the 
scenes strategy performed by Mordechai.

It could be suggested that the year opens 
at the highest point, the most revealed 
and incredible miracles, but as the year 
continues, it descends into a disconnect 
from Divine revelation. The year ends with 
a festival, Purim, that is completely devoid 
of any miraculous intervention.

Yet this presents a halachic problem; 
if there were no miracles on Purim, why 
do we make the blessing "sheasa Nissim", 
that He made miracles? Purim teaches us 
that we need to find God and His hand in 
the everyday, in the place that seems to be 
miracleless, in the void left when direct 
intervention is no longer necessary.

Like a child, initially God spoon fed us and 
held our hand as we left Egypt. During our 
history and our "festival year", we mature, 
to the point that we do not need God to be so 
obvious in order for us to see Him.

Noam and Ilana had undergone many 
treatments under PUAH supervision and 
guidance, and they had been blessed with 
two children from treatment. They wanted 
to have more children and so continued 
doing treatment, without success.

After several attempts they both decided 
that they had been through enough and 
would be happy with their family of two 
children. With mixed emotions they gave 
away their baby clothes, happy to be helping 
another couple, but sad that they were 
giving up on their own dream.

When Ilana started to feel unwell, she 
went to her doctor, who sent her for a few 
tests. The results that came back were 
completely unexpected; she was pregnant 
naturally. Their initial shock soon gave way 
to great joy and gratitude.

Their son was born a few weeks ago and 
they called him Matan, to stress that he was 
a gift from God. I told Noam that every child 
should be called Matan, since every single 
child is a huge gift. Sometimes we are so 
used to such gifts that we take it for granted. 
Sometimes God reminds us how miraculous 
each and every child is. 

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem 
and helps couples from all over the world 
who are experiencing fertility problems. 
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los Ange-
les & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050  
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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 Yom Iyun  
At 4:30 p.m.  Rabbi Yosef Tzvi Rimon 

Rav Yosef Zvi Rimon is the Chief Rabbi of Gush Etzion, Rosh Yeshiva 
of Lev Academic Center, founder and chairman of Sulamot and 
La’Ofek and Rabbi of Alon Shvut South.  

At 5:15 p.m.  Rabbi Berel Wein 

Rabbi Berel Wein is the Senior Rabbi at Beit Knesset Hanassi. He 
has popularized the subject of Jewish history through more than 
1,000 audio tapes, newspaper articles and international lectures.  

At 6:00 p.m.  Rabbi Joel Kenigsberg 

Rabbi Joel Kenigsberg is the Rabbi at Beit Knesset Hanassi. A  
graduate of the Manhigut Toranit program at Eretz Hemdah, he was 
a shaliach of Mizrachi UK in London and co-authors the Tzurba 
m'Rabanan series in English. 

AT BEIT KNESSET HANASSI ‧ 24 USSISHKIN STREET ‧ RECHAVIA 
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onto the plate (10 plagues; ותמרות ואש   דם 

 ,This constitutes hefsed עשן;.(דצ”ך, עד”ש באח”ב
wasting shemitah produce.

Rabbi Kanievsky holds that the wine 
should be drunk after spilled out. While in 
principle we do not drink this wine since 
it symbolizes the plagues, when there is a 
halachic requirement to drink the wine, 
the halachic requirement trumps the kab-
balistic custom.

Rav Elyashiv did not spill out the drops 
of shemitah wine, rather he drank the en-
tire cup; perhaps since spilling out the wine 
is only a custom while wasting shemitah 
wine is a halachic prohibition.

Rabbi Abba Shaul permits extinguishing 
the havdalah candle in shemitah wine since 
this is the regular use all year. It seems he 

TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

 Shemitah Wine
 Guidelines
 for the Seder
Night - Pesach

Can shemitah wine be used for the 
four cups?

The Yerushalmi questions the possibility 
of fulfilling the obligation of drinking four 
cups of wine with shemitah wine. The Tal-
mudic commentators deliberate what the 
problem could be. They offer several pos-
sibilities, such as חבילות חבילות  מצוות   לעשות 

– fulfilling two mitzvot (consuming shem-
itah produce and drinking the four cups) 
in one act. Ultimately, since the Yerushal-
mi’s conclusion is that this is permissible, 
supporting shemitah-observant farmers 
is certainly relevant and even a mitzvah 
(according to some opinions).  Moreover, 
one of the characteristics of our freedom 
on Pesach is our independence and ability 
to grow the produce that we need. What 
expresses this more than our seder table 
featuring the wine of liberty grown by our 
own farmers in the Holy Land?!

The second cup
Rabbi Kook maintains that shemitah 

wine should not be used for the second cup 
in light of the custom to spill out 16 drops 

Please note advertising  
deadlines thru PESACH:
Shabbat March 31-April 1  

(Shabbat Tzav-Hagadol/Pesach/
Sh’mini)  

deadline for ads: Thursday, March 23
Shabbat April 21-22 (Tazria-Metzora) 

deadline for ads: Sunday, April 16
Shabbat April 28-29  
(Acharei-K’doshim),  

deadline for ads: Thursday, April 20 

please email or call Ita Rochel
ttads@ouisrael.org/ 02-5609125
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NO-OBLIGATION, FREE CONSULTATIONS!

CONTACT OUR BROKERS!

052-371-1871
ASIEGEL@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

DAVI KATZ
054-333-0039

DKATZ@
MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

058-532-5012
ASTRICKOFF@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

YITZCHAK WAGNER
053-722-8001
YWAGNER@

MORTGAGEISRAEL.COM

+
+

HELPING YOU PURCHASE YOUR HOME IN ISRAEL

would also allow spilling out a few drops 
for the second cup. Most posekim, however, 
are not lenient.

We need not worry that wine might be 
spilled over the course of the seder. The 
hefsed prohibition applies only if pro-
duce is deliberately wasted, not if done 
accidentally. 

Conclusion
It is meritorious to drink shemitah wine 

or grape juice, which expresses both phys-
ical and spiritual liberty.

For the second cup we have several op-
tions: (1) drink the spilled wine (2) don’t 
spill wine; (3) use non-shemitah wine for 
this cup only.

Spills: While we should do our best to 
ensure that wine isn’t spilled during the 
Seder, if spilled we need not gather it from 
the table or floor. 
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Nefesh B'Nefesh 
is expanding its

For more information and to apply: hr@nbn.org.il

We are hiring regional reps 
in the following cities:

Beer Sheva
Beit Shemesh 
Carmiel - Golan
Chashmonaim
Gush Etzion / Efrat
Haifa

Jerusalem
Modi'in
Ramat Beit Shemesh
Ra'anana
Rechovot
Tel Aviv

FLEXIBLE HOURS - PART TIME POSITION
JOB RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 
• Regular outreach calls to new Olim
• Maintaining region's "NBN Israel Calendar"
• Communcation with municipal resources

JOB REQUIREMENTS
• Anglo Oleh with over three years in Israel
• Must be living in the region they are 

representing.
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בורא נפשות
A couple of weeks ago, as Taanit Esther 

came to a close, I remember feeling com-
pletely weak and non-functional. Every 
task seemed so difficult.  But the moment 
the fast ended and I had a cup of water, I 
immediately felt refreshed and ready to face 
the world. My immediate thoughts were - 
“I can’t believe how human we are, it’s so 
mind-blowing how dependent we are on 
our material needs”. 

It is this feeling that we capture a few 
times a day as we recite Borei Nefashot 
after eating foods whose brachot are She-
hakol, HaAdama, or HaEtz. We start off the 
bracha with the words - ברוך אתה ה'.....בורא נפשות 

 Blessed is Hashem who creates – רבות וחסרונן
many Neshamot and their deficiencies. At 
first glance, this seems like a very strange 
way to praise Hashem. The fact that Hashem 
has created so many billions and billions 
of individuals is certainly praiseworthy, 
but why focus on the fact that they have 
inadequacies? 

The Chatam Sofer (Torat Moshe Ekev) 
explains that in fact Hashem purposely 
pre-programmed us to have deficiencies. 
He created human beings in such a way that 
without water, they simply cannot survive. 
The reason for this is to remind us of our 
dependence on Hashem. Without Hashem 
constantly supplying us with our basic 

necessities, we would cease to exist. He writes 
that עיקר טובת האדם שלכך נברא בחסרון ויכיר את בוראו 

 the best -.ויעבוד ה’ ....נמצא חסרונו יותר טובה לו מכל טוב
thing that man was given is the fact that he 
was created with deficiencies so that He comes 
to recognize his Creator and will serve Him…
so we see that His lackings are better for Him 
than all other goods.  We thank Hashem for 
sustaining us with these essentials and we 
also thank Him for enabling us to recognize 
how much we need Him.

We continue on in the bracha with the 
words – על כל מה שבראת להחיות בהם נפש כל חי – for 
all that You created to bring life to the souls 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

Rasco: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 3,100,000 NIS
Arnona: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking 3,250,000 NIS
Baka: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
Rechavia: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
Baka: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite 
private parking, storage, full of light and airy, nice garden, 
5,250,000 NIS
Old Katamon: Spacious new 5-room penthouse, 155m, 
terrace, great panoramic view, underfloor heating, full of 
light, Shabbat elevator, 2 parking, 8,900,000 NIS
Katamonim: new project, 2-3 room apartments, starting 
from 1,750,000 NIS
4-5 room apartments starting from 3,200,000 NIS
All apartments are fully accessible with parking and 
storage.
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of all who live. The Tur (OC 207) explains 
that this is referring to all the extras that 
Hashem provides for us. He says that in the 
first half of the bracha, we thanked Hashem 
for our basic needs – water, etc. Now, we go 
on to thank Hashem for the “luxuries” -  על 

 כל שאר הדברים שברא בעולם שלא היו הנפשות חסרים

 מהם אם לא בראן שאינן אלא להתענג בהן להחיות נפש כל

 for all the things that we don’t specifically -חי
need to survive, who purpose is to just give 
us enjoyment. Hashem could have just given 
us bland food which contained the nutrients 
that we need to live. But instead, He created 
fruits and vegetables with a huge array of 
colors, scents, textures, and flavors, in order 
to לחיות בהם נפש כל חי, to invigorate and uplift 
us, and show His special love for us.

This idea can be understood in a broader 
sense as well, beyond the foods that we 
eat. Hashem provides us with our basic 

necessities in general. He takes care of all of 
our physical needs, ensuring that our bodies 
function properly, providing us with suste-
nance, health, and shelter. But His support 
doesn’t end there. He goes a step beyond 
and provides us with spiritual sustenance as 
well, giving us extra levels of “luxuries” to 
invigorate and uplift us. He provides us the 
Torah and Mitzvot, Tefilla and inspirational 
experiences, and the ability to connect and 
create a deep relationship with Him.

 Blessed in Hashem who – ברוך חי העולמים
gives life in both the material and spiritual 
worlds, providing for us all that we need in 
both spheres. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

ORDER ONLINE AND GET THE 
PRODUCTS YOU PREFER DELIVERED 

STRAIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!

ORDER TODAY 
AND ENJOY SUPERIOR QUALITY, 

SELECTION AND SERVICE!
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www.FarmToFamily.co.il
Netanel  050-344-6261 | Office  058-444-6260

American 

Service!

Want to shop from the 
convenience of your home?

American 
Products & 
Specialty Items!

Top quality, 
organic 
& regular 
Mehadrin 
produce
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Real Life Rescues 
Looking Back on Our Time In Turkey 
By Yossi Cohen

We were walking into the unknown, unaware of the destruction that awaited us out there 
amongst the rubble. Without knowing our fate, we banded together with the vision of saving 
lives clear in our minds. 
Our journey into the unknown lay ahead. With 25 orange-clad volunteers, 10 tons of supplies, 
and an army of hundreds supporting us as we departed Israel. The mission was clear…we were 
going to save as many lives as we could.
Without any full understanding of when we'll depart and even where we’ll land, we prepped our 
supplies. The flight was a blur; the only thing we could all think about was the mission at hand. As 
we arrived at the disaster zone, our senses were lit up with the harsh smells and the sights of a 
ruined city. We met people who were in shock, people who were searching for a glimmer of hope 
amongst the dusty ruins of their city. 
We stormed into the disaster zone with our sleeves rolled up. All around us the air was thick with 
grief, but there were still citizens determined to do their part. We saw locals holding each other. 
We gave them a smile and as they looked back on a wave of orange, we saw a spark return to their 
eyes. That is when the Psychotrauma and Crisis 
Response Unit began to engage with the affected 
population to provide psychological first aid.
We worked tirelessly through the night to rescue 
people from the destruction. We treated the 
crowds of strangers who came to us, the orange 
volunteers, to seek medical
 assistance and comfort. This was the first time 
many of the locals had ever met Israelis before. 
It must have been a shock for the locals, since 
these Israelis they met were the people who 
pulled their neighbors out of crumpled buildings 
alive and helped comfort them in their endless grief. 
When we left Turkey, we were proud because we knew that we left dozens of people alive, 
treated, and comforted. We thought of the lives we saved and the lives we fought
 to save as we left. But, it was time for us to step back and go home to our families. 
So, thank you to the true heroes. Thank you to their family members who allowed them to travel 
to Turkey. 
Thank you to those who worked for hours to organize and arrange the team’s transport. Thank you 
to the heroes that dug, extracted, and treated the many injured victims. You are all what makes 
Israel strong. You are the beautiful side of this nation. You prove the values of our organization to 
the public by working hard to better the world.
Congratulations to the brave United Hatzalah volunteers who are always ready to save lives.
Yossi Cohen is an EMT with United Hatzalah in Kfar Saba, a Major (res.) in the IDF Home Front 
Command and served as the commander of United Hatzalah's rescue mission to Turkey.

1221
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Noa Rogelberg
Hometown: 
Great Neck,  
New York
JLIC: Bar Ilan/  
Givat Shmuel

In this week’s Parsha, Parshat Vayikra, 
Hashem gives Moshe the commandments 
concerning many different kinds of burnt 
offerings. When Hashem calls to Moshe, 
the word “ויקרא”, “to call” is used, the first 
word in this Parsha. If Hashem had to 
“call” Moshe, this implies that he was doing 
something beforehand. What was Hashem 
“calling” Moshe from? Was there a break in 
between what Hashem related to Moshe in 
last week’s parsha and this week’s? Rashi 
tells us something fascinating- he says that 
yes, in fact, there was a break. But what 
was it for? Surely Moshe was busy doing 
something productive. 

As Rashi writes: “לתן למשה להתבוננן בין פרשה 

 To give Moshe a set time - ”לפרשה ובין ענין לענין

for contemplation between one topic and 
another. Hashem had to “call” Moshe from 
contemplating and understanding exactly 
what Hashem was telling him. Moshe was a 
Torah giant who heard G-d’s voice directly, 
and he had to take the time to make sure 
that he completely internalized and 
understood Hashem’s message. We learn 
from this something crucial about Torah 
learning. If Moshe heard the voice of G-d 
directly, and had to take time to understand 
what He was saying, then all the more so, 
we, normal human beings have to make 
sure that we take time to contemplate and 
understand Torah. As important as it is to 
learn the content of the Torah, it is equally 
as important to take the necessary time to 
understand and internalize its concepts. To 
learn is simply not enough.

Often, learning Torah seems daunting- 
there is simply too much to learn and not 
enough time. But from this concept, we 
learn that contemplating and internal-
izing Torah is an equally important feat, 
and it is a part of the process that should 
not be overlooked. When Hashem gave 
us the Torah, he consequently gave us a 
piece of himself. When you learn and 

OU-JLIC Orthodox Union Heshe and Harriet Seif  
Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Cam-
pus (JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant 
religious communities in Israel to support 
English-speaking college students and young 
professionals. JLIC Israel’s goals include: build-
ing a warm and welcoming Jewish community 
for students and young professionals; providing 
engaging and dynamic Jewish education; pro-
viding a supportive home environment for Olim; 
providing resources for personal and religious 
growth, including personal mentoring, Aliyah 
support, religious guidance and leadership 
development. Current JLIC programs in Israel 
include: Reichman University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan 
University - Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; 
Tel Aviv for Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. 
Contact: Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of 
OU-JLIC in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

internalize the content of your study, 
Hashem becomes a bigger part of you. 
Through learning and understanding our 
learning, we will be able to achieve ulti-
mate closeness to Hashem. 

OOTTHHEERR  OOPPTTIIOONNSS  RRAAMMAATT  BBEEIITT  SSHHEEMMEESSHH  II  JJEERRUUSSAALLEEMM  II  AASSHHDDOODD  II  AASSHHKKEELLOONN  II  RRAANNAANNAA  II  
TTIIBBEERRIIAASS  II  TTZZFFAATT  II  MMOODDIIIINN  II  TTEELL  AAVVIIVV  II  CCEEAASSAARREEAA  II  CCYYPPRRUUSS  AANNDD  MMOORREE  

TToovviiyyaahh 005500  444466  99551155    
DDaanniieell  005533  444444  00992288    
SSaarraa    005544  445566  99999988  
LLaarraa  005588  666611  11996688  

YYeehhuuddaa  005522  556644  00113300    
DDeebbbbiiee  005588  332222  99885588
HHiilllleell  005533  442255  44444499    

GUIDING YOU EVERY 
STEP OF THE WAY

HELPING YOU SECURE 
YOUR FUTURE 

IN ISRAEL WITH 
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP 

AND INVESTMENT

Selection of
investment and 

holiday Properties 
meet with us today  =

4 Rooms 2 Balconies 
Sea Views Spacious  

Available now Early 3 
Millions 

NETANYA NITZA BLVD 

CYPRUS PROJECTS
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wwwwww..iissrraaeell--pprrooppeerrttiieess..ccoomm    ||    ttoovviiyyaahh@@iissrraaeell--pprrooppeerrttiieess..ccoomm

Selection of projects   
Walk to Beach & Sea 
View options 4 rooms 

5 Rooms and more

NETANYA PROJECTS 

Selection of Projects 
and Properties to 
suite all budgets 

JERUSALEM PROJECTS 

High standard 3,4,5 
room options large 

balconies in new area
near Ahuza =

RANANA PROJECTS 

Selection of Projects
and options ready 
now , few Months

and few Years

NEVE SHAMIR PROJECTS  
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you are you and you are you because I am I, 
then I am not I and you are not you!” Shab-
bat Shalom!

Ometz Shmidman
10th Grade,  
Alon Shvut
The Ends Do NOT 
Justify the Means

Not only does the Parsha go into every 
little detail about the process of sacrificing 
to Hashem, but it also adds details about 
the requirements of the sacrifice. There is 
one requirement that I found quite interest-
ing. The requirement is that the Animal of 
choice has to be yours. 

We find this to be in the following Pasuk: 
ן֖ ם֛ קרְׇבָּ י־יַקְרִי֥ב מִכֶּ  from the word ”ויקרא א:א "אָדָם֗ כִּֽ
 is like ”מכם“ we understand that ”מכם“
 which means from your own. In ”משלכם“
חַ֙֙ וְאֶת־הַח֣ולֶֹה֔“ it says מלאכי א:יג סֵּ  ”וַהֲבֵאתֶם֣ גָּזוּ֗ל וְאֶת־הַפִּ
here we see that the “פסח”, the one that isn’t 
healthy permanently, is like the stolen one. 
The stolen animal can never be sacrificed. 

From here we learn a very important 
rule: “מצוה הבאה בעבירה”. This is the equiva-
lent of “the end justifies the means.” This is 
a very powerful and meaningful lesson the 
Torah is teaching us. Many might think that 
in many cases that phrase is right: Some-
times the ends justify the means. The Torah 
is teaching us no! If we got to the end via bad 
means, a sin damages the end result, and we 
should not justify it. 

Ian Schwartz
Gush Etzion  
Chapter Director
Be Yourself!

Sefer Vayikra introduces the idea of Kor-
banot as a formal service in the Mishkan. 
The Torah strangely uses the word אדם 
instead of איש. Why use such an abnormal 
language? The Kli Yakar explains that this is 
alluding to a very deep idea. 

The first time we encounter Korbanot in 
Tanach is in the story of Kayin and Hevel. Each 
of these brothers brought a korban which was 
lacking in its quality. Kayin decided to bring a 
korban from his own initiative, however he 
brought from the worst of his crop. 

Hevel brought from the best of his sheep, 
however he only brought a korban to mimic 
his older brother’s behavior. 

The Kli Yakar says that אדם is a reference 
to Adam Harishon. When bringing kor-
banot or just in general, our avodat Hashem 
needs to be like that of Adam. Just as Adam 
was alone in Gan Eden with no influences 
from anyone else, so to our avodat Hashem 
should be completely genuine and authen-
tic. We shouldn’t fall into the trap of copying 
or comparing ourselves to others, Hashem 
wants us to be ourselves, no one else. 

The Kotzer Rebbe summed this up in the 
following teaching: “If I am I because I am I, 
and you are you because you are you, then 
I am I and you are you. But if I am I because 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + 
possibility of building 250m, huge garden, 
approx. 700m, completely renovated, 
underfloor heating + a/c, large parking,  
5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character,  
alone upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator,  
4 orientations, 3 toilets, 2 bathrooms,  
terrace / sukkah, 70m, parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

VERY GOOD INVESTMENT!!  
KATAMON HAYESHENA / Near EMEK 
REFAIM -  
3 rooms, 75m + independent unit, 30m,  
private entrance, garden in use, calm, 
parking

MENDEL 052-8980111 

In the heart of BAKA in a calm and pastoral 
street - spacious 5 rooms, elevator, terrace, 
store-room, parking, near all amenities

5300000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA – 3 rooms that will be transformed 
into 4 rooms of 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, 
store-room, parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

BAKA - quiet and pleasant little street -  
5 rooms, 175m, on one level, alone upstairs, 
private entrance, elevator in the apartment, 
high ceilings

MIKAEL 052-3202488

TALPIOT HAYESHENA / little street – In a 
new quality project, 5 rooms, 140m, elevator, 
large garden, occupancy in 2 years

6000000 NIS MICHAEL 052- 3202488
053-3725341

Pesach &
year round
kitchen
kashering

026431427

Whole Wheat,
Organic Whole 
Spelt, GF Gluten
Free Oat Hand
& Machine.
 

Distributed
throughout

Israel

Hechsharim & to order:
www.MatzaMan.co.il
hillel.leib@MatzaMan.co.il

Please order your Matza today

be 
ready
for
every
thing

Pick up your
copy and be
prepared for
every occasion
and Jewish life
cycle event.

Checklists to help you
prepare for every event

@BALAGANBEGONE organizedjewishlife.com

Companion Shabbat &
Holiday Planner

 online at amazon.com or 
in Israel exclusively at

Makes a great gift



78     TORAH TIDBITS 1510 /  VAYIKRA 5783

For	Sale	By	Owner	(no	Agents	Fees!)	
A	rare	opportunity	to	purchase	a	luxury	double	Sea	
Facing	Apartment	in	Netanya	

	

6	Rooms	Facing	
South/West	

2	Balconies	

18th	Floor	
Concierge	24/7	

Heated	Pool	open	7	
months	of	the	year	

Fully	Equipped	Gym	

2	Underground	
parking	spaces	

2	Spacious	storage	
Rooms	

2	minutes	walk	from	
Young	Israel	
Synagogue	

2	minutes	walk	from	
the	beach	

On	Prestigious	Nitza	
Boulevard,	North	
Netanya	
10	Minutes	walk	from	
the	centre	of	Netanya	

Contact:	

Alexandra	Stuart	

053	822	3513	
+972	53	822	3513	
By	Phone	or	whatsapp	

Price	NIS	7.7	Million	
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ELEVEN DAYS TO GET FREE GIFT & BEFORE FILM PRICES GO UP 

     ABARBANEL  
         A MAN OF MANY WORLDS 

 

SUNDAY EVENING, APRIL 16, 8:00 PM 
in the  Pelech Girls school – 31 Yehuda St., Baka 

but ONLY by prior registration and payment  
Cost: 100 NIS per person 

If you register before Pesach, (April 5) you’ll receive a Destiny gift worth 100 NIS! Prices rise after Pesach 
 

SPECIAL PRE-PESACH OFFER: PAY FOR TWO 
ADULT TICKETS AND YOU CAN BRING AS 

MANY MEMBERS OF YOUR FAMILY (9-99) FOR 
FREE!!! (Payment and names must be submitted before Pesach) 

 
BECOME A DESTINY SPONSOR OF THE PREMIER AND 

SUPPORT RABBI WEIN & DESTINY 
 best seats, light dinner and meet with Rabbi Wein before the film 500 NIS per couple  

For questions, sign up forms, information, payment, email Shira at  
abarbanelmovie@gmail.com or WhatsApp 0547-54-36-18 

SSHHAAVVUUOOTT  RREETTRREEAATT  
iinn  tthhee  mmaaggnniiffiicceenntt  ,,  mmoosstt  KKoosshheerr  (Hashgacha Mehadrin Rabbanut Galil Tachton, Rabbi Rubin Meat)  

LL AA VV II   HH OO TT EE LL   
FEATURING RABBI BEREL WEIN AS SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE (& additional Rabbis) 

 
Five days and Four Nights, Wednesday, May 24 through Sunday, May 28 

(Shavuot begins Thursday night) 
PRIVATE DINING ROOM, BUFFET & FOR DESTINY GUESTS 

 
   Seven Lectures & Shiurim by Rabbi Wein      

   Full board throughout, outstanding cuisine of highest Kashrut Standard     
    All night English Shavuot Program with Rabbi Wein, Rabbis & refreshments  

    Total Torah atmosphere in the hotel, renowned Lavi hospitality   
 

EARLY-BIRD DISCOUNT for those paying in full before (1st day of) Pesach 
FREE TIYUL or FREE BUS to & from hotel  (580 NIS equivalent) 

For registration forms, prices and all questions,  
call Nachum Amsel at 0522-52-00-31 or write to nachum@jewishdestiny.com 



  

 

Yakov Merdinger Collection

CELEBRATE
PESACH WITH
LUXURIOUS
CRAFTSMANSHIP

W W W .H A ZO R F I M .C O . I L  / /  072-3700368
Jerusalem | Tel Aviv | Kfar Daniel | Bnei Brak | Raanana | Haifa | Ben Gurion Airport

Valid between 3.19 till 4.12 or while the stock lasts. No double discounts.


