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My wife and I live in Rehavia, Jerusalem, and we made Aliyah in 2018 (actually, our 
Aliyah Bet, having originally made Aliyah in 2006). We have 5 children, who live in 
Toronto, London, New York, and Ariel. We have 3 grandchildren, and two on the way, 
b'sha'a tova, Baruch Hashem!
The Mishkan model in the photo is from a kit that is produced by Talran, an Israeli 
company. I took the photo of the completed model and used an app to combine the 
model with a wilderness photo. My wife, Miryam Devora, encouraged me to build 
this model, as well as a model of the Beit HaMikdash, also produced by Talran.
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There is a famous Gemara 
in Masechet Shabbat 10b that 
brings two ideas within this 
week’s Torah readings to life: 

Rav said, One who gives a 
gift to another must inform him that he is 
giving it to him. As it is stated, “Only keep my 
Shabbatot for it is a sign between Me and you 
for your generations to know that I am God 
Who sanctifies you,” (Shemot 31:13). When 
the Holy One, Blessed be He, gave Shabbat to 
Israel, He told Moshe to inform them about 
it. That was also taught in a baraita - the 
verse states: “For I am God Who sanctifies 
you,” meaning that the Holy One, Blessed Be 
He said to Moshe: I have a good gift in My 
treasure house and Shabbat is its name, 
and I seek to give it to Israel. Go inform 
them about it. 

I am continuously touched by the beauty 
of the phrase “מתנה טובה יש לי בבית גנזי ושבת שמה”, 
translated to mean, “I have a good gift in My 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

treasure house and Shabbat is its name.” It 
challenges me to reevaluate my relationship 
to Shabbat and think about how best to help 
my children appreciate the gift that it is. As 
technology becomes more integrated into 
our lives, Shabbat can become a difficult 
experience as we struggle to unplug. 

We have become inundated with technol-
ogy that demands our time and attention. 
Personally, I find this to be exhausting as 
my life becomes increasingly filled with 
distractions. At a given moment I can find 
myself walking down the street while 
perusing an article, sending a voice note to 
a colleague while remembering to hit send 
on an email that is sitting in my drafts. 
With all these distractions I might not even 
notice the beautiful weather outside - or 
worse, forget to say a bracha achrona after 
the snack I ate on the go! 

Because of this reality I have come to 
appreciate the brilliance in how Shabbat is 
presented to Am Yisrael in this week’s parsha 
- something I previously struggled with. In 
the presentation of Shabbat, the Torah details 
what we cannot do, rather than showing us 
what we can do. An example of this can be 
found in Vayakhel when the Torah tells us, 
ת“ בָּֽ ַהשַּׁ י֖וֹם  בְּ ֵתיֶכ֑ם  בֹֽ מֹשְׁ כֹ֖ל  בְּ ֵאׁ֔ש   which ,”לֹא־ְתַבֲערּ֣ו 
means, “You shall kindle no fire throughout 
your settlements on the Shabbat day.” Why 
not focus on what we can do and simply say, 
‘On Shabbat, enjoy the natural light of the 
moon and sun that HaShem created?

Moreover, sefer Shemot concludes with 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

My Husband
Shmuel Chaim Lux z"l

שמואל חיים לוקס ז"ל
5th Yahrzeit, תשע"ח

My Father
Benjamin David Cogan z"l

בנימין דויד כוגן ז"ל
52nd Yahrzeit, תשל"א,

Remembered, Remembered, Remembered, By Love, By Love, By Love

Remembered, Remembered, Remembered, By Love, By Love, By Love

Remembered, Remembered, Remembered, By Love, By Love, By Love
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the building of the Mishkan, from which our 
rabbanim created the 39 Melachot, which 
provide strict parameters as to how Shabbat 
must be observed. Once again, each melacha 
details what we cannot do rather than what 
we can do, and so the question remains. Why 
not focus on the periods of rest the builders 
of the Mishkan might have enjoyed between 
breaks, and highlight the rest we will experi-
ence in keeping Shabbat?

I’ve come to understand that the presenta-
tion of Shabbat and the Mishkan teaches us 
that in order for our lives to be enhanced, we 
must invest in beautifying God-given param-
eters. Parshat Vayakhel and Pekudei therefore 
serve as critical reminders that Shabbat is a 
gift we must invest in, and herein lies how to 
teach our children about Shabbat. 

The root of “chinuch” can be found in 
“chanukat HaMishkan,” which is how 

March 19

March 15

March 28

March 24

Gluten-free     Shemita L'chumra
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sefer Shemot concludes. Parents and educa-
tors know the dangers of always saying yes 
to children. For children to develop mid-
dot, appreciation and maturity, they must 
recognize that there are limits in life - and 
within them, we thrive. I’d go as far as to say 
that the restrictions of Shabbat are felt more 
deeply by today’s younger generation, when 
the addiction of social media has become 
so severe and they cannot recall a time 
when technology wasn’t the center of their 
universe. However, the limits of Shabbat 
reduce our distractions, presenting us with 
an opportunity to foster spiritual growth 
and meaningful connection. 

As ovdei HaShem we must remain vigilant 
so that we do not lose sight of what is import-
ant. Without time to pause and reflect on 
what truly matters, we can easily slip into 
lives that are devoid of meaning, authen-
ticity, connection or a sense of purpose and 
mission. In this way, I believe that Shabbat 
is quite literally saving our neshamot from 
unending distraction and illusion, requiring 
that we disconnect in order to reconnect 
with our deepest self and values. 

On Shabbat, as we shift our attention to 
building our relationship with HaShem, we 
can think about ways to infuse the week 
ahead with meaning. May we tap into the 
power of Shabbat, experience the gift that it 
is, and maximize the opportunities the holy 
day presents. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
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FROM THE DESK OF
RABBI MOSHE HAUER OU Executive Vice President

Eye on the Prize
The foundation of true accomplishment 

is a clear focus on mission, on the goal and 
purpose towards which we point all our 
efforts. 

While this may sound like a line from a 
popular text on management or personal 
productivity, it is actually the opening 
line of Rav M.C. Luzzatto’s Mussar classic, 
Mesilas Yesharim, The Path of the Just. “The 
foundation of devoutness and the root of 
pure service is to clarify… what their pur-
pose is in this world and towards what 
to place their vision and focus in all their 
efforts every day of their life.” 

We do so many “things”, check off so 
many tasks, and fulfill so many obligations. 
Without a unifying vision and clear sense 
of purpose they remain disjointed and fall 
far short of where they could and should 
reach.

This is the reason for the shift between 
how the plans for construction of the Mish-
kan were presented versus how those plans 
were executed. In our Parsha (chapters 36 
and 37) it describes the actual sequence of 
construction, first creating the building and 
then filling it with its sacred elements, while 
in the plans conveyed in Terumah (chapter 
25 to 27) it begins with the Aron Hakodesh, 
the holy ark. That ark contained the Luchos 
inscribed with the Ten Commandments 

and was the place where the Divine pres-
ence visibly rested. That ark was the focal 
point of the entire Temple project: the cre-
ation of a place for G-d to reside amongst 
us. That is what it was all about, and so we 
present it first even if we only build it last 
(see Ramban’s introduction to Terumah.)

When we create clarity of purpose at the 
outset and keep it in mind throughout, we 
will not get lost along the way.

This dynamic was also in place when we 
began the road to redemption in Egypt. At 
the outset (Shemos 3;12), Hashem  shared 
with Moshe  the ultimate goal: “When you 
take the people out of Egypt, they will serve 
G-d at this mountain (Sinai).” That is what 
this road to freedom was about. And we 
bring that back every Pesach, when we cel-
ebrate our freedom one night, and the next 
night we begin the count of Sefirat HaOmer, 
looking ahead to our goal, to arrive at Sinai. 

When we keep our eye on the prize, on 
our true mission, on Sinai, everything we 
do will bring us closer to getting there. 

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

This double parsha is the implementation 
of the building of the Mishkan. We have had 
3 parshiot of commands to build the Mish-
kan. This is the actual construction and 
assembly.  

When we have a double parsha, the first 
parsha will have 4 aliyot, with the 4th one 
continuing into the second parsha. That way 
each parsha gets 3½ aliyot.  

1st aliya (Shmot 35:1-29) Moshe 
gathers the people, instructing 
them not to work on Shabbat. 

He appeals to the people to supply all that 
will be needed: metals, textiles, oil, spices, 
jewels. Skilled workers shall make all that 
G-d has commanded: the Mishkan, its cov-
ers, the Aron, the Shulchan, the Menorah …. 
listing all the vessels, the structure of the 

KI TEITZEII Mishkan and the Kohen’s garments. In 
response to Moshe’s appeal, the people 
bring generously: the metals, the textiles, the 
jewels, the spices and oil. 

The generosity of the people is striking.  
One would not imagine that we just had the 
Golden Calf. While we rightfully wonder how 
man can fall so fast after Mt. Sinai and make 
the Golden Calf. But we should also won-
der, or perhaps marvel at how quickly man 
can pick himself up from the Golden Calf to 
fantastically donate to the Mishkan.  Man is 
capable of being an idol worshiper one day; 
and a generous donor to G-d the next. 

2nd aliya (35:30-37:16) Moshe 
introduces Betzalel, called by 
G-d, filled with the spirit of G-d, 

to be the head craftsman. Moshe called Bet-
zalel and Oholiav and all craftsmen to come 
to do all that G-d has commanded. They took 
the materials to begin the work. More dona-
tions came the next day. Moshe announced 
that no more donations were needed. The 
work was done: the curtain drapes over the 
Mishkan, the goat skin drapes, and the col-
ored skin drape on top. The planks for the 
walls, the Parochet to hang in front of the 
Holy of Holies and the Curtain at the 
entrance to the Mishkan. Betzalel made the 
Aron and the Shulchan.  

Betzalel is described as having Ruach 
Elokim – G-d’s spirit. He is a master crafts-
man. But that mastery is G-d given. This is 
a powerful philosophy of the Torah; that 
man’s greatness is a gift. We are blessed, 
endowed with skills. Many and varied are 
man’s skills: Betzalel has artistry, some have 
music, some have eloquence, others insight 
into people, some mathematical ability, oth-
ers wonderful nurturers. We can be proud 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

VAYAKHEL - 
PEKUDEI

May the Torah learned  
in this Torah Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת 

נפתלי צבי בן שמואל נטע והדס ז"ל
נלב"ע כ"ג אדר ב'

In loving memory of
Harry Naftali Manheim z"l

on his 9th yahrtzeit
23 Adar II, 5783
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

of our skills; while humbled that He chose 
us to house those skills. True humility does 
not require us to deny our talents; merely 
to ascribe their source properly. G-d given.

3rd aliya (37:17-29) And he 
made the Menorah and the 
Incense Altar.

This is a short aliya. This double parsha 
has 190 verses. That is very long. Each aliya 
is close to 30 verses. Yet this is 13. Why such 
a short aliya?

The Mishkan is man’s reach for G-d. You 
need the building. But it is static. It is neces-
sary. But not sufficient. A building alone is 
not service of G-d. Human activity is. (Like 
the modern phenomenon of the “edifice 
complex”. Beautiful synagogues with no 
one inside).

There is a pattern to the order of the build-
ing of the Mishkan: static to dynamic.  The 
Mishkan is the place of man’s rendezvous 
with G-d. It is mankind reaching for G-d. 
Man’s service of G-d is dynamic.  Doing.  
Acting.  Serving.  That dynamic service, of 
human beings performing service, requires 
a building.  But the building is the means to 
the end; it is the stage for the performance.  

Dr. Harry Weisman
Former Assist. Clinical  
Professor of Medicine,  

UCLA School of Medicine;  
Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism

Weight loss Consultation

+972 53 472 2159

Author of  
The 18% Solution –
Lose 18% of Your 

weight in 18 Weeks

All the Shiurim and classes  
at the OU Israel Center  

during the week of March 19th (כ"ו אדר)  
are dedicated to the blessed memory of 

my beloved father

Abraham M. David z"l
אברהם מאיר בן מרדכי ז"ל  
on his 47th yahrzeit - כ"ז אדר 

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה

Mel David
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Next is the Shulchan.  There is avoda, ser-
vice.  Breads are placed on this table once 
a week remaining for the week. There is 
nothing done with the breads daily. There 
is dynamic, human service.  But not daily.  
Only weekly. We have not yet gotten to the 
most dynamic; human, daily service.

And so the aliya ends there. There is a 
progression: from the static building to the 
static Aron to the weekly dynamic Shulchan.

Our aliya is dynamic. These are the most 
holy keilim, vessels that have the most 
dynamic activity of service. The Menorah 
and the Incense are daily avoda, daily ser-
vice. The Menorah is lit daily. The incense 
is burnt daily. Hence these vessels get their 
own aliya.  

4th aliya (38:1-39:1) He made the 
altar for the offerings, the cop-
per wash basin, the lace 

curtains to hang around the entire perime-
ter of the Courtyard and the screen to cover 
the entrance. An accounting was made of all 
the raw materials used: the gold, silver, cop-
per – and what they were used for. The fine 
textiles were used for the Kohen’s garments, 
just as G-d commanded Moshe.

The pattern continues. The most dynamic 
activity is on the altar for offerings. Daily 
offerings. Addition Mussaf for occasions.  
Voluntary offerings. This is the most 
dynamic aspect of the Mishkan.

5th aliya (39:2-21) The Efod 
(skirt) was made from coloured 
materials as G-d commanded 

Not the performance itself.  Our parsha is 
the move from static to dynamic.  From 
building to service.

The building is made first. Followed by the 
contents. Build the outside first; then furnish 
it inside. So build the curtains that form 
the roof. And the walls. And the curtain to 
divide the holy of holies, the parochet. Static. 
A building.

No service of G-d is done by the building.  
Were there to be a building, with no activity 
inside, G-d would not be served by the build-
ing alone. We need activity.

The vessels of the Mishkan are built.  Upon 
them will be service of G-d. The Aron goes in 
the holy of holies. Then the Shulchan, placed 
outside the curtain of the holy of holies. Fol-
lowed by Menorah and Incense altar.  

We have moved from static building to the 
vessels which will be the dynamic service of 
G-d.

Within the keilim, the vessels of the Mishkan, 
some are more static and some more dynamic.

The Aron comes first; not just because it 
is holiest but because it is static. There is no 
avoda, no service done with the Aron.  It sits, 
static, in the holy of holies.

In memory of our father and grandfather 
Solomon Leibovici z"l

שלמה בן אריה ז"ל
who passed away 4 years ago on י'ט אדר

A Holocaust survivor who set an 
admirable example to those he met 

and in everything he did.
יהי זכרו ברוך

Diana & Simon Rosenfelder,  
Edgar & Doris Leibovici, Marion & Yoni Weisz, 

Jerome Leibovici

 או יו ישראל מאחלת מזל טוב
 לשמעון שפירא ומשפחתו )מחברת פרינטגוט(

 על נישואי בנו
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Moshe. The fine jewels with the names of 
Israel chiseled were placed on the Efod 
shoulders, as G-d commanded Moshe. The 
Choshen (Breastplate), of the material of the 
Efod, was made with the 12 jewels mounted 
on it, hung from the shoulder pieces of the 
Efod, as G-d commanded Moshe.  

We have moved from static to dynamic, 
from weekly service to once a day service 
to multiple times a day service. But there is 
an even more dramatic dynamic service. 
Not just multiple times a day. But all day, 
every day. And that is the Kohanim’s gar-
ments. The wearing of the garments is itself 
an avoda, a service. Walking in the Mikdash 
with these garments is in itself a service. 
This is constant service.

So too with our service of G-d. We have 
weekly mitzvot. Daily. Multiple times a day.  
And constant; like fear of G-d, love of G-d, 
speaking truth, caring for others. 

6th aliya (39:22-43) The Meil 
(robe) was made of Techelet, 
with pomegranates and bells on 

the hem as G-d commanded Moshe. The 
K’tonet (linen robe) was made for all the 
Kohanim, as was the Turban and belt as G-d 
commanded Moshe. The golden Tzitz (on the 
forehead) was made and fastened as G-d 
commanded Moshe.  All the work was com-
pleted as G-d commanded Moshe.  All of the 
completed work was brought to Moshe: the 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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& EVA AVIAD REALTY
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

SEALING SERVICES  
AND ROOFING

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

ARNONA/TALPIOT - 
Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101A

RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waffle Bar)

(02) 674-3888

Professional Optometrists • Multifocals with 
guarantee • Contact lenses • Beautiful frames

It’s not only how you LOOK
It’s how you SEE

LOOKING FOR 
a Jerusalem Hebrew-speaking volunteer 

to mentor a 35-year-old man in drug 
recovery.

For more information: 
Menachem Persoff:  

050-570-1067
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G-d. Moshe completed the work. A cloud 
covered the Ohel Moed; the glory of G-d 
filled the Mishkan. Moshe could not enter 
due to the cloud and the glory of G-d. The 
lifting of the cloud was a signal to travel. The 
cloud of G-d was on the Mishkan daily, fire 
at night, visible to all the Jewish people.

The culmination of the building is the 
descent of the cloud, indicating G-d’s pres-
ence. That is the true culmination of the 
Mishkan. A place on earth for the rendez-
vous of man and G-d. Our reach for Him 
receives His embrace. The Jewish people 
have become a people with whom the 
Shechina resides. And that is the culmina-
tion of not only this building but the entire 
book of Exodus. Bringing us to be His part-
ner in this world. 

The special maftir for HaChodesh is 
read from Shemot 12:1-20

HAFTORAH SHABBAT  
HACHODESH 

YECHEZKEL 45:16-46:18

This Shabbat the reading of the haftorah 

building of the Mishkan, the vessels, the outer 
courtyard, the Kohen’s garments. Moshe saw 
that it was all done as G-d had commanded 
Him. Moshe blessed the people.

We conclude with the regal garments, the 
colored and golden ones of the Kohen Gadol.  

With the completion of the work Moshe 
blesses the people. May the Shechina rest on 
the work of your hands. For that is truly the 
pattern: static, then man’s service, progress-
ing from less frequent to more frequent, to 
constant service of G-d. But that is all a one-
way street. Us to Him. Moshe blesses them; 
may your reach to Him receive His reach for 
you. Or more accurately, the Shechina, Her 
embrace of you.

7th aliya (40:1-38) G-d com-
mands Moshe: On the first day 
of the first month, assemble the 

Mishkan. Moshe is instructed in the exact 
order to place the vessels and the building.  
He is to clothe the Kohanim and anoint 
them. Moshe did all that G-d commanded 
him. On the first day of the first month of the 
second year, the Mishkan was assembled, in 
the exact order Moshe was instructed by 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“ומשחת אותם כאשר משחת את אביהם” (מ:ט”ו)
”And you shall anoint them as you anointed their father.“ 40:15.
Towards the end of the Book of Exodus, G-d instructs Moshe to clothe Aaron and his sons in their priestly 

garb. Then, Moshe is commanded to anoint the children of Aaron exactly as he anointed their father. 
The Meshach Chochmah (Rabbi Meir Simcha HaCohen from Dvinsk 1843-1926) asks why was it necessary 

to anoint as he had their father? What was so unique about Moshe anointing Aaron?
He answers that what was unique was that Moshe never felt any jealousy to his brother upon receiving 

the Priestly position. Moshe had even fulfilled the role of High Priest during the preceding days to the Sinaitic 
Revelation. Moshe never resented Aaron for being appointed. Moshe never felt upset that his children would 
not be able to receive similar positions, even though the Rabbis in the Midrash point out that G-d refused 
such a request from Moshe.

G-d, now reminds Moshe that his anointing Aaron’s sons should be done with the same love and accep-
tance as he had anointed his brother, their father.

Shabbat Shalom
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STATS

Vayakhel has a single mitzvah counted among the 613. 
Pekudei has none.

MITZVOT
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate 
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the 
parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes.

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA               
20+9 P'SUKIM - 35:1-29

[S> 35:1 (3)] Moshe gathers the People 
(according to Tradition, this took place 
on the "first" Yom Kippur or the day after, 
following 40 days and 40 nights on Har 
Sinai) to instruct them concerning the 
building of the Mishkan. He begins with a 
warning to keep Shabbat (even while being 
involved in the holy tasks of the Mishkan).

OBSERVATION Notice that when 
G-d speaks to Moshe, He instructs him 
concerning the Mishkan (236 p'sukim) and 
then warns him that Shabbat is supreme. 
When Moshe gathers the people to instruct 
them, he puts the Shabbat warning up 
front. Some commentaries say that with 
the change in “primary” emphasis on the 
Mikdash in the aftermath of the Golden 
Calf, there came a change in the messages 
of Shabbat and Mikdash which helps 
explain which is presented first, and when.

VAYAKHEL-
PEKUDEI

STATS

MITZVOT

Vayakhel has a single mitzva counted among 
the 613. P'kudei has none.

V+PPV
-23rd22ndSedra Among 54
-11th10thSedra Of Sh’mot's 11

369.8158.7211.2Lines
(2nd)41st22ndRank (Among The 54)

332013Parshiyot
1367P’tuchot
20146S’tumot

21492122P’sukim
(2nd)40/1017/3Rank (Torah/Sh'mot)
274011821558Words
(2nd)42/924/6Rank (Torah/Sh'mot)
1061344326181Letters
(2nd)44/1021/5Rank (Torah/Sh'mot)

relates to the Pesach offering that will be 
brought during the time of Mashiach. This 
theme is an extension of the HaChodesh 
Torah reading in which Moshe commands 
the children of Israel to make arrangements 
to bring the Paschal lamb.

The haftorah describes the remarkable 
vision of Yechezkel in which he sees the 
third Holy Temple. The passage opens with 
a description of the various karbanot that 
will be offered in the inauguration and then 
it mentions the special Pesach offering.

This haftorah is meant to help prepare 
and inspire us as we move closer to the 
holiday of Pesach. But even more so, the 
haftorah reminds us to set our vision on a 
celebration of Pesach  that will include the 
Pesach offering and in a rebuilt Temple in 
Jerusalem. 

May that day come soon! 
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Is This  
Any Way to  
Introduce  
a Hero?

With the month of Nissan upon us, we 
return to the story of our nation’s birth, as 
Moshe rises to leadership and the exodus 
again unfolds.

Moshe’s yearly introduction in the text, 
however, is cause for pause. For some rea-
son, the Torah chooses to introduce the birth 
of the greatest leader we have ever known- 
in the most innocuous way possible.

“And a man went from the House of Levi 
and he took a daughter of Levi. And the 
woman conceived and gave birth to a son.”

Questions abound:
Why does the Torah depart from its usu-

al mode of describing an individual’s birth?
What does the seemingly superfluous 

phrase “and a man went…” indicate?
Why does the Torah omit any mention of 

Moshe’s lineage- to the point where even the 
names of his parents are deliberately omitted? 

Above all, is this any way to introduce 
a hero?

Compounding these questions is the fact 
that the omitted information concerning 
Moshe’s lineage is ultimately included in the 

Parsha that follows (why the information is 
given at that particular point is the subject 
of another article).

If the information concerning Moshe’s lin-
eage is eventually shared, why is it left out in 
the first place?

Numerous commentaries address the is-
sues before us…

Working within the realm of pshat, the 
Ibn Ezra suggests that, at the time of Moshe’s 
birth, the Israelites lived in many cities in 
Egypt. Through the phrase, “And a man 
went,” the Torah is simply informing us that 
Amram “went” from one Egyptian city to an-
other in order to marry Yocheved.

Perhaps the Ibn Ezra intends to emphasize 
that Yosef’s plan for his family’s descent into 
Egypt has, by this point, broken down. Orig-
inally meant to remain separate from the 
Egyptians in the land of Goshen, the Israel-
ites are assimilating into their surroundings.

The Ramban, however, takes issue with the 
Ibn Ezra’s interpretation, arguing that the To-
rah would have no reason to inform us con-
cerning a journey taken by Amram from one 
city to another. 

Instead, maintains the Ramban, the verb 
lalachet, “to go,” is often used in the text 
when a new and difficult step is about to 
be taken. By stating, Veyeilech ish, “And a 
man went,” the Torah underscores Am-
ram’s courageous willingness to marry in 
spite of Pharaoh’s harsh decrees.

The Ramban’s approach connects to a 

B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

MIDEI CHODESH
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Moshe will rise to leadership on his own mer-
it, not on the merit of his ancestors. 

This last point brings to mind a personal ex-
perience that had a telling effect on me.

Through many of my elementary and 
high school years, I would always find a 
way to let my teachers know of my “family 
yichus,” family pedigree (yes, I guess I real-
ly was one of those annoying kids). 

My two grandfathers, were both rabbanim 
who played significant communal roles in the 
early half of the 20th century. While very dif-
ferent from each other, each was well-known 
in the circles in which he travelled.

My teachers were invariably impressed 
by my “yichus.”

Then, however, I entered Yeshiva University. 
On the very first day, I approached my 

new Rebbe to ask him if he knew either of 
my grandfathers…fully expecting him to be 
“properly impressed.”

His response, however, brought me up 
short and finally put me in my place.

“That’s all very interesting, he said, but 
the only “yichus” I’m interested in is yichus 
atzmecha, your own, personal merit.”

A difficult, powerful lesson taught in a 
few short words…

Needless to say, I never brought up my 
“family yichus” to my teachers again.

More importantly, I learned that, in 
a world so often preoccupied with past 
“yichus,”- in critical areas from shidduchin 
to school/yeshiva admissions, and more…

It’s the “yichus” we, ourselves, create that is 
the most significant of all. 

Rabbi Goldin is the author of the OU Press 
volumes ”Unlocking the Torah Text,“ and 
”Unlocking the Haggada."

well-known Midrash, cited directly by 
Rashi and others, that credits Moshe’s sis-
ter, Miriam, with convincing her parents 
to reunite after they had initially separat-
ed due to Pharaoh’s rulings.

From the Ramban’s perspective, Amram’s 
and Yocheved’s spiritual resistance in the 
face of Pharaoh’s tyranny thus establishes a 
paradigm. Across the ages, how many Jew-
ish heroes have demonstrated similar quiet 
strength in the face of overwhelming odds?

As to the omission of the names of Moshe’s 
parents from the narrative, the Ramban ex-
plains that the text ultimately desires to trace 
the lineage of this great leader in intergener-
ational fashion. In order to avoid interrupt-
ing the dramatic story of Moshe’s birth with 
a lengthy genealogical discussion, however, 
the text delays this description to a later point.

Yehuda Nachshoni maintains that the 
cryptic description of Moshe’s birth is 
meant to convey one overarching fact: 
Moshe’s origins are human, not divine.

In clear contradistinction to both pagan 
mythology and Christian tradition, Judaism 
views its heroes as mortal beings who aspire 
to and attain greatness. The Torah thus em-
phasizes that Moshe, the greatest of our lead-
ers is fully human- the son of “a man from the 
House of Levi who took a daughter of Levi.”

Many years ago, however, I realized that 
we could take this idea one step further; on-
ly to later find the suggestion already raised 
by Rabbi David Sperber, in Michtav L’David.

The text omits the particulars of Moshe’s 
lineage in order to convey the limitations of 
Yichus, pedigree. 

The names of Moshe’s parents are omit-
ted to underscore that Torah greatness is 
not inherited but earned. 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

Words of Fire
“Words, words, words,” he shouted at me. 

He was a young man, raised as an observant 
Jew, but now in rebellion against his tradi-
tional upbringing. His parents had asked me 
to meet with him for several sessions to see 
if I could at least temper his rebellious spirit, 
and perhaps even convince him to return to 
the path they desired him to follow.

To put it mildly, he was reluctant to meet 
with me. But he agreed to do so, and in 
fact was a bit more cooperative than other 
youngsters, of a similar mind, with whom 
I have had such discussions. He spoke, 
argued, debated, questioned, and expressed 
himself quite articulately. Occasionally, he 
even listened.

I well recall his major concern with tra-
ditional Judaism. He felt that our religion 
insisted that we limit our experience of the 
world to the verbal modality. “There is so 
much to see and hear, to touch and feel, to 
taste and smell, in this world. But all our 
religion tells us to do is to use words. Read, 

study, pray. Words, words, words. I want a 
richer life, a more robust experience!” he 
exclaimed.

The attitude expressed by my young 
friend is not at all limited to rebellious youth. 
Many of our adult coreligionists have simi-
lar objections, although they are often too 
ashamed to articulate them. But, when they 
let their guard down, many Jews, including 
some who are regular participants in syna-
gogue services, admit to finding our religion 
overly focused upon thought and language.

It is interesting to note in this regard that 
one of the most profound Jewish thinkers of 
the 20th century characterized our religion 
as one of “shmiah,” listening and hearing, 
and not as a religion of “re’iyah.” seeing. I 
refer to Rabbi Dovid HaCohen, a close disci-
ple of Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, the first 
Chief Rabbi of the Land of Israel.

Rabbi HaCohen’s personal lifestyle was 
an extremely ascetic one, having commit-
ted himself to the role of a Nazirite and thus 
renouncing the pleasures of the products of 
the vine. It is thus no surprise that he wrote 
a book called The Voice of Prophecy, in which 
he maintained that our religion relies upon 
the ear, and not the eye, the auditory sense 
to the exclusion of the visual sense. Hence, 
the single most popular phrase in the Jewish 
religious language is, “Shema Yisrael, Hear 
O Israel”.

As for me, I am quite confident that neither 
my young friend, nor those adults who find 

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Mazal Tov to 
Gene & Alan Portnoi

on celebrating 12 years since their Aliyah 
(15 March) 

and on their Emerald Wedding Anniversary 
(17th March)
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our religion excessively verbal, nor even the 
pious and philosophical Rabbi HaCohen, are 
correct. For me the Jewish religion is much 
more full-bodied and allows for the entire 
panoply of the human senses: visual, cer-
tainly, but also our senses of touch, taste, 
and smell.

Historically, in the days of the ancient 
Temple, there were many glorious examples 
of ceremonies and rituals which employed 
a wide range of activities besides the mere 
recitation of words. Granted, nowadays such 
examples are fewer, but they are readily and 
regularly accessible to every Jew.

The most powerful of these rituals has its 
source in this week’s Torah portion, Vay-
akhel-Pekudei (Exodus 35:1-40:38). I refer to 
the verse near the beginning of the parsha 
which reads:

“You shall kindle no fire throughout your 
habitations on the Sabbath day.” (Exodus 
35:3)

It is instructive that although we are for-
bidden to kindle a fire during the Sabbath, 
it is fire which symbolically ushers in the 
Sabbath and it is fire which accompanies 
it at its conclusion. Sabbath begins when, 
traditionally, the woman of the house lights 
the Sabbath candles. It ends when the fam-
ily, and sometimes the entire congregation, 
gathers around a torch of fire and partici-
pates in the Havdalah service.

The use of fire to bracket the Sabbath 
experience is a dramatic example of a non-
verbal experience which involves the sense 
of touch, with the experience of heat and 
warmth, as well as the visual experience of 
seeing.

The view of the modest candles heralding 
the approach of the Sabbath is what sets 054-527-9356

DIRTY AIR,
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TREATMENT 
EXPERTS

- Corona Cleaning
- Deodorization
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- Waterproofing
- English + Hebrew Reports
- Working at heights - Insured
- Quality House Painting

QUICK FREE ESTIMATE/
ADVICE :)

058-444-1270

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

FOR SALE

BAKA WITH GARDEN - Close to Emek Refaim, 
large 4 rooms, 88m, small garden, 35m, quiet, 
good investment, 3,300,000 NIS
MEKOR CHAIM - Close to the mesila park, 
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quiet 3,590,000 NIS
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of a dunam, huge garden, Arabic style, quiet,  
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the tone of tranquility and serenity which 
defines that holy day.

The fiery image of the havdalah can-
dle, which halachically must be torch-like, 
symbolizes the return to the activity and 
productivity of the coming week.

But Havdalah does not only incorpo-
rate the senses of vision and touch; it also 
includes the sense of smell--the spices--and, 
of course, the sense of taste--the cup of wine. 
A multi-sensory experience if there ever 
was one.

The fire of Havdalah is its dominant image 
(see accompanying photo of Havdalah at an 
Israeli Air Force base) and contains such 
rich symbolic meaning. This meaning is 
best conveyed by the following passage in 
the Midrash, which describes Adam’s emo-
tions at the conclusion of the first Sabbath 
of creation:

 “The sun set at the conclusion of the 
first Sabbath. Darkness began to descend. 
Adam was terrified... What did the Holy 
One Blessed Be He do? He prepared for 
him two flint stones. Adam rubbed them 
together. A fire was ignited, and all was illu-
minated. Adam blessed the fire, and thus 
it is written ‘and the night will be light for 
me’ (Psalms 139:11). What blessing did he 
recite? ‘Blessed are You, Lord our God…Who 

creates the lights of fire.’” (Bereishit Rabbah 
11:2)

The message here is clear. Fire was given 
to man. Man is to use it to continue the 
work of God’s creation. Just as God worked 
during the first six days of creation, so too 
must man be productive during the six days 
of his work week. The Almighty gave Adam 
fire so that after his restful Sabbath, he could 
return to the world of action.

How different is this Midrash from the 
Greek myth of Prometheus. Prometheus 
stole fire from the gods of Mount Olym-
pus, from Zeus. In contrast to the Greek 
tradition, in which the gods are protective 
of fire and wish to keep it from man, the 
Torah insists that it was God who enabled 
man to create fire so that he could con-
tinue the process of creation using his own 
resources.

We can readily conclude, then, that there 
is much more to our religion than words. 
There is a place, and a prominent one, for 
visual imagery, for delicious tastes, and for 
fragrant scents. And above all, there is a 
demand that we move from our essentially 
passive Sabbath stance to one of creative 
and constructive action.

Our faith contains much more than 
“words, words, words.”   
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The Social 
Animal

At the beginning of this parsha Moses per-
forms a tikkun, a mending of the past, namely 
the sin of the Golden Calf. The Torah signals 
this by using essentially the same word at 
the beginning of both episodes. It eventually 
became a key word in Jewish spirituality: k-h-
l, “to gather, assemble, congregate.” From it 
we get the words kahal and kehillah, mean-
ing “community.” Far from being merely 
an ancient concern, it remains at the heart 
of our humanity. As we will see, recent sci-
entific research confirms the extraordinary 
power of communities and social networks 
to shape our lives.

First, the biblical story. The episode of the 
Golden Calf began with these words: “When 
the people saw that Moses was so long in 
coming down from the mountain, they gath-
ered themselves [vayikahel] around Aaron” 
(Ex. 32:1). At the beginning of this parsha, 
having won God’s forgiveness and brought 

down a second set of tablets, Moses began the 
work of rededicating the people:

“Moses assembled [vayakhel] the entire 
Israelite congregation” (Ex. 35:1). 

They had sinned as a community. Now 
they were about to be reconstituted as a 
community. Jewish spirituality is first and 
foremost a communal spirituality.

Note, too, exactly what Moses does in this 
parsha. He directs their attention to the two 
great centres of community in Judaism, one 
in space, the other in time. The one in time 
is Shabbat. The one in space was the Mish-
kan, the Tabernacle, that led eventually to 
the Temple and later to the synagogue. These 
are where the kehillah lives most powerfully: 
on Shabbat when we lay aside our private 
devices and desires and come together as a 
community; and the synagogue, where com-
munity has its home.

Judaism attaches immense significance to 
the individual. Every life is like a universe. 
Each one of us, though we are all in God’s 
image, is different, therefore unique and 
irreplaceable. Yet the first time the words 
“not good” appear in the Torah are in the 
verse, “It is not good for man to be alone” 
(Gen. 2:18). Much of Judaism is about the 
shape and structure of our togetherness. It 
values the individual but does not endorse 
individualism.

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
Former Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew 
Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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Ours is a religion of community. Our holi-
est prayers can only be said in the presence 
of a minyan, the minimum definition of a 
community. When we pray, we do so as a 
community. Martin Buber spoke of I-and-
Thou, but Judaism is really a matter of 
We-and-Thou. Hence, to atone for the sin the 
Israelites committed as a community, Moses 
sought to consecrate community in time and 
place.

This has become one of the fundamen-
tal differences between tradition and the 
contemporary culture of the West. We can 
trace this in the titles of three landmark 
books about American society. In 1950, 
David Riesman, Nathan Glazer, and Reuel 
Denney published an insightful book about 
the changing character of Americans, called 
The Lonely Crowd. In 2000, Robert Putnam 
of Harvard published Bowling Alone, an 
account of how more Americans than ever 
were going ten-pin bowling, but fewer were 
joining bowling clubs and leagues. In 2011, 
Sherry Turkle of MIT published a book on the 
impact of smartphones and social network-
ing software called Alone Together.

Listen to those titles. They are each about 
the advancing tide of loneliness, successive 
stages in the long, extended breakdown of 
community in modern life. Robert Bellah put 
it eloquently when he wrote that “social ecol-
ogy is damaged not only by war, genocide, 
and political repression. It is also damaged 
by the destruction of the subtle ties that bind 
human beings to one another, leaving them 
frightened and alone.”1

1  Robert Bellah et al., Habits of the 
Heart: Individualism and Commitment 
in American Life (Berkeley: University of 
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top terrace. NEW PRICE! 
5,950,000 NIS
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That is why the two themes of parshat Vay-
akhel – Shabbat and the Mishkan (today, the 
synagogue) – remain powerfully contempo-
rary. They are antidotes to the attenuation 
of community. They help restore “the subtle 
ties that bind human beings to one another.” 
They reconnect us to community.

Consider Shabbat. Michael Walzer, the 
Princeton political philosopher, draws atten-
tion to the difference between holidays and 
holy days (or as he puts it, between vacations 
and Shabbat).2 The idea of a vacation as a pri-
vate holiday is relatively recent. Walzer dates 
it to the 1870s. Its essence is its individualist 
(or familial) character. “Everyone plans his 
own vacation, goes where he wants to go, 
does what he wants to do.” Shabbat, by con-
trast, is essentially collective. “You, your son 
and daughter, your male and female servant, 
your ox, your donkey, your other animals, 
and the stranger in your gates” (Deut. 5:14). 
It is public, shared, the property of us all. A 
vacation is a commodity. We buy it. Shabbat 
is not something we buy. It is available to each 
on the same terms: “enjoined for everyone, 
enjoyed by everyone.” We take vacations as 

California Press, 1985), 284.
2  Michael Walzer, Spheres of Justice 

(Oxford: Blackwell, 1983), 190–96.

individuals or families. We celebrate Shabbat 
as a community.

Something similar is true about the syna-
gogue – the Jewish institution, unique in its 
day, that was eventually adopted by Christi-
anity and Islam in the form of the church and 
mosque. We noted above Robert Putnam’s 
argument in Bowling Alone, that Americans 
were becoming more individualistic. There 
was a loss, he said, of “social capital,” that 
is, the ties that bind us together in shared 
responsibility for the common good.

A decade later, Putnam revised his thesis.3 
Social capital, he said, still exists, and you can 
find it in churches and synagogues. Regular 
attendees at a place of worship were – so his 
research showed – more likely than others 
to give money to charity, engage in volun-
tary work, donate blood, spend time with 
someone who is depressed, offer a seat to a 
stranger, help find someone a job, and many 
other measures of civic, moral, and phil-
anthropic activism. They are, quite simply, 
more public spirited than others. Regular 
attendance at a house of worship is the most 
accurate predictor of altruism, more so than 
any other factor, including gender, education, 
income, race, region, marital status, ideology, 
and age.

Most fascinating of his findings is that the 
key factor is being part of a religious com-
munity. What turned out not to be relevant 
is what you believe. The research findings 
suggest that an atheist who goes regularly to 
a house of worship (perhaps to accompany 

3  Robert Putnam and David E. Camp-
bell, American Grace: How Religion Divides 
and Unites Us (New York: Simon & Schuster, 
2010).

YASHAR KOACH 
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a spouse or a child) is more likely to volun-
teer in a soup kitchen than a fervent believer 
who prays alone. The key factor again is 
community.

This may well be one of the most important 
functions of religion in a secular age, namely, 
keeping community alive. Most of us need 
community. We are social animals. Evolu-
tionary biologists have suggested recently 
that the huge increase in brain size repre-
sented by Homo sapiens was specifically to 
allow us to form more extended social net-
works. It is the human capacity to co-operate 
in large teams – rather than the power of rea-
son – that marks us off from other animals. 
As the Torah says, it is not good to be alone.

Recent research has shown something else 
as well. Who you associate with has a pow-
erful impact on what you do and become. In 
2009 Nicholas Christakis and James Fowler 
statistically analysed a group of 5,124 subjects 
and their 53,228 ties to friends, family, and 
work colleagues. They found that if a friend 
takes up smoking, it makes it significantly 
more likely (by 36 per cent) that you will. The 
same applies to drinking, slenderness, obe-
sity, and many other behavioural patterns.4 
We become like the people we are close to.

A study of students at Dartmouth College in 
the year 2000 found that if you share a room 
with someone with good study habits, it will 
probably raise your own performance. A 
2006 Princeton study showed that if your sib-
ling has a child, it makes it 15 per cent more 
likely that you will too within the next two 

4  Nicholas Christakis and James H. 
Fowler, Connected: The Surprising Power of 
Our Social Networks and How They Shape 
Our Lives (New York: Little, Brown, 2009).

years. There is such a thing as “social conta-
gion.” We are profoundly influenced by our 
friends – as indeed Maimonides states in his 
law code, the Mishneh Torah.5

Which brings us back to Moses and Vay-
akhel. By placing community at the heart of 
the religious life and by giving it a home in 
space and time – the synagogue and Shabbat 
– Moses was showing the power of commu-
nity for good, as the episode of the Golden 
Calf had shown its power for bad. Jewish 
spirituality is for the most part profoundly 
communal. Hence my definition of Jewish 
faith: the redemption of our solitude. 

5  See Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, 
Hilchot Deot 6:1.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks 
zt”l are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversa-
tion’ series on the weekly Torah teaching. 
With thanks to the Schimmel Family for their 
generous sponsorship, dedicated in loving 
memory of Harry (Chaim) Schimmel. Visit 
www.RabbiSacks.org for more.



26     TORAH TIDBITS 1509 /  VAYAKHEL - PEKUDEI 5783

In the first two p’sukim of this week’s 
haftarah (according to the Ashkenazi 
minhag), the navi Yechezkel depicts the 

required gifts that the nation would give to the 
“nasi” - the king - and the required offerings 
that the king was required to bring on the hol-
idays and on the Shabbatot as an atonement 
for the people. The remainder of the reading 
tells of the sacrifices to be offered and the ritu-
als that would be followed from the beginning 
of the month of Nisan. Clearly, the bulk of the 
haftarah connects quite well to the Shabbat 
before the month of Nisan. But it is difficult to 
understand why Ashkenazi practice includes 
the introductory verses that have little- or no 
connection to the month of Nisan. Once again, 
we turn to the preceding p’sukim to help illu-
minate the message of the navi. 

The final section of Sefer Yechezkel is one 
of comfort and consolation in which the 
prophet focuses on the future rites and rit-
uals that would be followed in the final Bet 
HaMikdash. In specifying the exact Temple 
areas reserved for the Kohanim, the Leviyim 
and the Nasi, -as well as their limits. In this 
45th perek,  Yechazkel takes the opportunity 
to recall the past trespasses of the different 
kings who often overstepped their bounds, 
frequently stealing and pilfering from the 
common people. In the future, he adds, there 
will be an end to such behavior, it would be a 
time of fair weights and measures in the land 
as well as in the Holy Temple.

It is at this juncture that our haftarah begins, 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

with the navi sharing with the people what 
they would give to the nasi and the many 
responsibilities that the leader had to do for 
the people – including his duties to bring atone-
ment to the nation. The addition of these few 
p’sukim, when properly understood, helps us 
better understand the message of Yechezkel 
– and extends the prophet’s lesson to all his 
visions of the future of Divine service. Indeed, 
this introduction, and its previous verses, are 
not only meant for the coming month of Nisan 
and the holiday of Pesach, as we will see, but 
for the entire Messianic Era.

The prophet Yechezkel’s visions of Isra-
el’s glorious future includes the rebirth of 
Israel’s land, the resurgence of the nation’s 
seemingly “dry bones”, the reunification of 
the tribes and the final war of Gog and Magog 
(chapters 36-39). The navi then turns to detail 
the renewed service in the rebuilt Bet HaMik-
dash, including blueprinting the design and 
dimensions of the holy site, all of which 
would bring G-d’s presence back to the Tem-
ple (40-43). In these latter chapters (44-46), 
Yechezkel describes the functions of the dif-
ferent segments of the people in the Mikdash, 
including the divisions of the Kohanim and 
Leviyim as well as the responsibilities of the 
King. The navi closes his book in the 47th and 
48th chapters with a description of the future 
boundaries of the land, its partition to the 
tribes and the new boundaries of Yerusha-
layim herself.

But the prophet’s vision of the future life of 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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Israel seems to focus primarily on the mate-
rial: the practical workings of the divine 
service, the physical division of the land and 
the detailed depiction of the new Bet Mik-
dash. Where are the essential demands of 
all our prophets for צדקה ומשפט – justice and 
righteousness? Are these not indispensable 
values and vital requisites for fulfillment of 
the prophetic hope for an improved future? 
So where are they?

 They are actually right in front of us or, 
more correctly, before us. The five verses 
that precede the opening of our haftarah 
are replete with Hashem’s demand to “set 
aside lawlessness….and do וצדקה -משפט 
justice and righteousness”. These were the 
demands that Yechezkel used to introduce 
the depiction of the great material suc-
cesses and the religious advances.

There could be none of these without 
justice, without compassion, without righ-
teousness. It might well have been the goal of 
the Ashkenazi scholars to open this haftarah 
with the responsibilities of the future leaders 
to the nation in order to remind us that the 
idyllic future described by Yechezkel could 
only be realized when משפט וצדקה is practiced 
one to another.

And we need such reminders today as 
well! 

Please note the updated 
mailing address for the  

OU Israel Center:
OU Israel

22 Keren Hayesod
POBox 1441

Jerusalem 9101302

New Listing! On the 
exquisite Dubnov St. in 
Talbieh, private 135m cottage, 
totally renovated with 65m 
private landscaped garden, 
view from balconies, a real 
gem! MAYA - 054-6650184

Magnificent Authentic 
private house on a small 
dead end of Baka - 650m 
built on 3 levels with huge 
basement, 750m plot with  
wonderful landscaped garden, 
thoughtful layout,  
an abundance of light,a 
unique property!  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767 

Luxurious garden 
apartment on a small lane 
of Old Katamon, 340m built 
on 2 levels, 8 rooms, separate 
unit with separate entrance, 
high ceilings, full of charm, 
very quiet & bright, 130m 
private garden, top of the 
line finishes, close to the park 
DEBORAH- 054-4804767

In a small lane of the 
German Colony, Garden 
apartment with private 
entrance, 250m with private 
garden, parking, high ceilings, 
in an Authentic beautiful  
3 apartment building  
MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!

Beautiful new 
penthouse in Greek 
Colony- 190m with 80m 
terraces, succah, beautiful 
views, 5 rooms, elevator, 
parking, renovated at very 
high standard, spacious 
living areas and huge 
kosher kitchen  
MAYA – 054-6650184

On the edge of The 
German Colony - Unique 
Authentic building of 
700m built on a huge plot 
of 1,200m - perfect for an 
apartment building or a 
tremendous private house. 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Private small building in 
Baka, Shimshon St. 300m 
with additional building 
rights, huge private garden, 
divided into 3 units so can 
be private house of  
3 separate apartments, 
very attractive price  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

On the exquisite 
Elcharizi St., Rechavia, 
new project, new 280m 
penthouse, 100m 
terraces, finishes and 
layout according to buyer 
requests!  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Ben Maimon St. Duplex new apartment,  
5 bedrooms, 4 ensuite, 4 terraces, private parking, 
Shabbat elevator, all renovated, 3 exposures, very sunny!! 
DEBORAH-054-4804767
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NEW HAGGADA 

AVAILABLE NOW

SHALOM RAV HAGGADA 

WITH COMMENTARY 

BY RABBI SHALOM ROSNER

"Hundreds of interpretations have been written 
on the Haggada Shel Pesach, and each year 
new interpretations are added to them, but this 
Haggada 'Shalom Rav' from the precious Torah 
teachings of Rav Shalom Rosner, the Rav of 
Nofei HaShemesh community, is special"

Rav Asher Weiss שליט"א

Available online, 
the OU Israel Center 
and local Jewish 
bookstores
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Dr. Gedaliah Mordechai Stern
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

The Team 
And The 
Individual

Parshat Vayakhel and Pekudei are often 
read together. It is somewhat ironic then that 
the words seem to have diametrically opposed 
connotations. Vayakhel – refers to assem-
bling, coming together as community. While 
Pekudei relates to the counting of each person, 
highlighting the significance of the individual.   

Hakhel Et Haeida
In parshat Hukat Moshe is instructed 

“Hakhel et ha’eida”, to the gather the people. 
Eida typically has a derogatory connotation, as 
it did in connection with “Korach v’adato.” It 
is a gathering of individuals that do not neces-
sarily have a deep connection. They may have 
a common goal but are not deeply connected. 
Perhaps that is why Hashem directed Moshe 
in Parshat Hukat to instill in the nation a more 
intimate connection, as they were about to 

enter Eretz Yisrael. They were not a group of 
individuals with a mere common destination, 
but a nation with a common identity. When 
Moshe is commanded in our parsha to gather 
the people the term “vayakhel et kol adat bnei 
yisrael” is used to highlight the deep connec-
tion that should be created among the nation 
as they learn hilchot shabbat and begin to par-
take in the building of the mishkan. 

Pekudei
The word “pekeudei” stems from the root 

“pekod” which means to count.  When individ-
uals are counted it portrays their self-worth. 
Hazal tell us that Hashem counts us to depict 
his love for us. Someone who adores riches 
constantly counts their assets. It highlights the 
value of each item. 

Harmonize Both Qualities 
What is more important, a team mentality 

where every individual belongs to a larger 
community, or is it more essential to stress 
the unique capabilities of each individual? 
The Lubavitcher Rebbe (Gutnick Chumash) 
suggests that the ideal is in fact to harmonize 
these two opposing qualities.   Perhaps that 
is what the Torah is hinting at when we read 
these two parshiyot together.  

How are we to combine these two oppos-
ing qualities? First, when it comes to tefilla, by 
davening in a minyan, in a group, our tefillot 
are better heard. Yet, Pekudei represents the 
individual that should have the proper kavana 
and who has the ability to insert personal 
requests and prayers.  

Mazal Tov to  
Dina & Shelomo Dobkin and family  

on the marriage of their daughter  
Meira to Emanuel Ramiraz
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Second, the way in which we view the 
world. On one hand Vayakhel directs us to 
minimize the details of existence by under-
standing that God is supreme, yet, Pekudei 
leads us to appreciate every little creation. 

Third, Vayakhel teaches us that no matter 
how low a person may fall, he is always a part 
of a greater community. Pekudei reminds us 
that no matter the difficult challenges one may 
encounter, they retain their unique God given 
talents and shlichut that no one else possess.   

May we be able to achieve the proper bal-
ance between Vayakhel and Pekudei. Being a 
part of the community without sacrificing the 
individuality of each member of the commu-
nity. That requires each of us to work hard in 
order to maximize our personal potential and 
to recognize and encourage others to capital-
ize on their unique capabilities for the benefit 
of the kehilla. 

HHiilllleell  - 052-5955-492
MMeennaacchheemm  - 052-5955-073

Real Estate 
Brokerage

Property
Management
(Maintenance
& LT rental)

Project 
Management

(Renovations &
Construction)

ALL YOUR

UNDER ONE ROOF!

ErusalEm
HomEs 

The Mendlowitz Family business with over 
40 years of experience in the US and Israel!

Have you been meaning to get rid of that old hat lying 
in your closet? 

Trade-in your old hat and get a discount on any new 
hat you purchase at SherlockS. We’ll clean your old hat 
and bring it to clothing centers where new immigrants 
and less fortunate people are looking for clothes. 

Needs Them

Dorot Rishonim 3, Jerusalem • Tel: 02 563-7155 • www.SherlockSHats.com
P.S. Tilley Hats Have Arrived!

Old
Hats!
Who

Needs
Them?

HHeellpp  ssoommeeoonnee  ggeett  nnaacchhaass  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  oolldd  hhaatt..

WWhhiillee  yyoouu  ggeett  nnaacchhaass  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  nneeww  SShheerrlloocckkSS  hhaatt..
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This week:  
KIMCHA DEPISKA!
• Checks:  

Make out to  
“Yesh Ezra”  
Send to: Yesh Ezra, POB 36156, 
Romema, Jerusalem

• Bank Transfer: Bank Mercantile (17), 
Branch 642, A/C 79747843, Yesh Ezra

To obtain your tax benefit receipt, send details  
by Whatsapp/email.
• Credit card: 

Sara at 077-820-0196  
(Sun-Thu. 10:00am-3:00pm)

• Website: www.yeshezra.org  
Click on “Donate Now”

Inquiries:  
Menachem Persoff  
050-570-1067  
menpmp@gmail.com

INCOME OPPORTUNITY
An opportunity for a bachur yeshiva 

(Tichon/Gevoha) to make some money 
on a commission basis while  

studying in yeshiva.
Potential to make a nice income, without 
detracting from your studies in any way.

Contact:
silber.alan@gmail.com

WhatsApp: 0544966598

Seeking P/T Social Media  
& Communications 

Coordinator for  
Jerusalem Synagogue

Responsibilities include: weekly bulletin/ 
monthly calendar/ periodic announcements/

managing whatsapp group/zoom shiurim;  
maintain video display & shul cloud account.

Must be fluent in English & Hebrew  
and highly skilled in MS office. 
Send CV to info@bkms.org.il

BS″D

Real Estate | Investments | Management services
Noam Homes

Back from 
Paris with 

clients looking 
to buy!

Scan to visit our site
 www.noamhomes.com

BS″D

Scan to visit our site
 www.noamhomes.com

Real Estate | Investments | Management services
 www.noamhomes.com | office@noamhomes.com

Look for us:
NOAM HOMES

Noam Homes
Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793-2222

2020 2021

From your friends at
NOAM HOMES 

Real Estate Professionals
 The TOP 10 Real Estate Office in 

Jerusalem for 2020 & 2021
(MADLAN)

HAPPY
Passover

NACHLAOT

Great Investment 
Property,

devided into 3 units!

Beautiful 5 room 
duplex, built to a 
high standard!

Lot with unique villa 
with Apartment 
Complex and 

private garden! 

Authentic 5.5 
room Home with 
character and 

beauty!

MALCHA NACHALAT ACHIM GERMAN COLONY

Look for us: NOAM HOMES

Noam Homes
24 Even Sapir St., Jerusalem

058-793-2222
office@noamhomes.com 

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

4BR | 179m² | on 3 levels | 180m² garden | NIS 8.400.000

3BR |3rd floor |100m² |2 balconies | NIS 3.880.000

2BR |4th floor |45m² built |4m² balcony | NIS 1.910.000

5BR | 176m²|NIS 3.500.000         6BR | 190m²|NIS 3.690.000

5BR|330m²|NIS 4.300.000   6BR | 165m² | NIS 3.390.000

 Amazing garden apt, Bet Hakerem, JLM

Airy and bright apt, Mekor Haim, JLM

Cozy apt full of light, Machane Yehuda, JLM

Cottages with tremendous potential, EFRAT

Striking Properties in MITZPE YERICHO
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       1898                                       2023

ONLY 10 MORE
GLUING DAYS 

UNTIL 
PESACH

**************** RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH ****************
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il  Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il 

Phone: 02-999-2418                WhatsApp: 058 787 3755

125th YEAR ANNIVERSARY  

ARE YOUR TABLES & CHAIRS LOOSE OR SHAKY?
DO YOU NEED TO SPRUCE UP YOUR FURNITURE FOR THE CHAG?

STRENGTHEN & RECAPTURE THE ORIGINAL BEAUTY OF YOUR FURNITURE
CONTACT US TODAY FOR ALL OF YOUR GLUING & COSMETIC REPAIRS

 LAST FEW DAYS REMAINING - CALL TODAY!
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Beautifully 
Built

“Vayehi bachodesh harishon bashanah 
hasheinit be’echad lachodesh hukam hamish-
kan. Vayakem Moshe et hamishkan…- in the 
first month of the second year [of the Exodus] 
on the first of the month, the Mishkan was 
erected. Moshe erected the Mishkan…” (She-
mot 40;17-18) After intense labor, the Mishkan 
and all its components were finally complete 
and ready to be assembled. Yet the artisans 
responsible for the building were unable to 
erect the Mishkan. They approached Moshe 
Rabbeinu who put up the structure single 
handedly. The word “hukam” indicates that 
the Mishkan was established on its own, and 
just appeared as if Moshe Rabbeinu built it 
himself. We have some obvious questions 
here: Why couldn’t the people put up the 
Mishkan themselves? Why was it necessary 
for it to look as if Moshe Rabbeinu alone was 
putting it up?

The Saba of Slobodka in Ohr Tzafun explains 
that Torah is the true power through which 
the Shechinah comes down to earth. Although 
the physical structure is important, Torah is 
the core element that serves as the conduit 
to allow the Shechinah to dwell amongst 
us. Indeed, the Ramban notes the parallels 
between the various parts of Har Sinai and 
the sections of the Mishkan. Moshe Rabbeinu 

was the individual who brought the Torah 
from heaven to earth, hence, he was the most 
appropriate person to inaugurate the build-
ing, the physical representation of connecting 
heaven and earth. 

Rav Zaidel Epstein in Sefer He’arot adds that 
once the Temple was destroyed, the Shechinah 
is found in the four amot of learning Torah, 
i.e., every person can establish a place for the 
Shechinah to dwell in their midst through ded-
icating their lives to learning and practicing 
Torah. As Moshe Rabbeinu personally created 
a place for Torah within himself by making 
himself a ‘kli kibul”, a receptacle for Torah, 
Hashem erected the Mishkan through him.

Rav Zaitchik in Ohr Chadash adds another 
important component. The midrash teaches 
that Moshe Rabbeinu was distressed at having 
no part in building the Mishkan. Hashem saw 
his desire and yearning to be part of this spe-
cial project, and gifted him with the honor of 
setting it up. Rav Zaitchik learns two important 
lessons; first, people who desire to do mitzvot 
but are unable to carry them out for whatever 
reason are so beloved by Hashem. Their burn-
ing desire and passion is considered as if they 
built a house for Hashem. Second, Hashem, 
kaviyachol, saw Moshe Rabbeinu’s pain and 
responded with deep sensitivity, even if it 
meant that the Mishkan would not be erected 
sooner. We can take this lesson, emulating 
Hashem, to be concerned for the feelings of 
those around us as we strive to build a mini 
Sanctuary within ourselves. 
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday,  March 14 - Rebbitzen Shira Smiles’ shiur  

was sponsored by Leah Weinberger for a Refuah Shleimah  
for her brother Zvi Aryeh HaLevi Ben Chana and all of those who 

need a Refuah Shleimah. 

Monday, March 20th - Rebbitzen Pearl Borrows shiur is sponsored 
by Shaindy Sohn in memory of her beloved mother,   
Miriam Reiss a”h  מרים מלכה בת’ יהושע ע”ה

on her 10th yahrzeit כ”ז אדר תנצב”ה

Tuesday, March 21st - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored by 
Bracha Sukenik in loving memory of her father - yahrzeit is 3 Nisan

 דניאל דב בן שלמה זאב ורודא בילא ז”ל 

Sunday, March 19th - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur is sponsored by 
Yardena Cogan Lux in loving memory of her father  

Benjamin David Cogan z”l בנימין דויד כוגן ז”ל
on his 52nd Yahrzeit א’ ניסן תשל”א

and her husband Shmuel Chaim Lux שמואל חיים לוקס ז”ל
 5th Yahrzeit כ”ח אדר ב’ תשע”ח

 Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year 

לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic 
year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of their parents, 

 Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l -   
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל 

Rosi and Ernest Strauss z”l -    
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur - Minchat Chinuch is sponsored 
for the academic year 2023 by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman  

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l 
יונה בן צדוק ז”ל ואסתר ע”ה בת רפאל הי”ד

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”l 
הרב שמואל אליהו ז”ל בן הרב רפאל נ”י

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by  
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts  

Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur  
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year  

 לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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Apartment on Pierre
Koenig Street

3 bedrooms, 2.5 Baths
2nd floor-no elevator

A/C in every room
Rare & quiet

Great investment/starter
property!

Occupancy in 1.5 years
 
 

Great Apartment with 
Incredible Views

 
 
 
 

New Project
on Mekor Chaim St.

 
 
 
 

Spacious 2 bedroom (75 sqm)
High floor with view (7th floor)

Sukka Balcony
Shabbat elevator

Private parking & storage
High-end specs

Occupancy 06/24
 

140 sqm, Large 4 bedroom
3.5 bath

Large Succa balcony (12 sqm) 
Stunning views!

Brand new with high-end specs 
Floor heating, Central VRF A/C,

Shabbat elevator, 
2 covered parking, storage

Available: Immediately

Right around the corner from the
famous Chovevi Tzion Shul and up

the road from the Inbal Hotel
4.5 Rooms, 130 sqm

2 Balconies (1 Open, 1 enclosed)
3 Exposures

Full of Light and Air
Shabbat Elevator

Private Parking, Storage
 

For Sale in the 
Heart of Talbiya

 
 

Newest Listings in Jerusalem

Yitzchak Kowalsky
054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

New Rental in 
San-Simon/Rasco

Shofet Chaim Hacohen Street
4 rooms + 2 full bathrooms

Spacious and full of light
Central A/C + heat

3 exposures
Shabbat elevator

Parking
 

For Rent

Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

FOR RENT
IN A NEW BUILDING ON AGRIPAS ST

CLOSE TO KING GEORGE
THREE 2-ROOM APARTMENTS

BEAUTIFUL, NEW, BRIGHT
UNDERFLOOR HEATING, A/C, 2 ELEVATORS

NIS 6100-6200/MONTH
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Hod  Denya
 Jerusalem   Assisted Living

For details and registration:

02-5001177
21 Golomb St., Jerusalem | Search Hod Denya on  w w w. h o d d e n y a . c o m

OCCUPANCY SOON!

Dreaming of Being 
Jerusalemites?

Hod Denya, the prestigious retirement residence for the third age, 
 is launching a first of its kind sale!

  SSwwiimmmmiinngg
PPooooll

  TThheeaatteerr,,
  MMoovviiee  aanndd
LLeeccttuurree  HHaallll

  HHeeaalltthh
CCeenntteerr

  CCllaasssseess  aanndd
  LLeeiissuurree
AAccttiivviittiieess

  FFiittnneessss
CCeenntteerr

aanndd  GGyymm

  OOrrggaanniizzeedd
TTrriippss

  MMeeddiiccaall
  SSttaaffff

An Apartment 

in Jerusalem
In Your Name  

in the Land Registry 

pay

And The Rest

at Occupancy

*

 $100,000

052-2520031  Namsel@netvision.net . i l

Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel
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DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir

Director Hadassah Jacob 052-384-7230
Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

• יהונתן בן מחלה
 • שלמה בן אסתר 

 • אברהם מנשה בן חנה ברכה
• Esther Fruma bat Baila
• Yisrael Leib ben Chana

• Chana Bat Bruriah

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  

or Judy 054-569-0410

Monday, March 20, 7:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Comprehensive Report:  
New PLO policies of US Embassy,  
New movie on UNRWA Jerusalem  

incitement filmed on location  
in Shuafat and... 

how to communicate to US Congress 
Presenter, David  Bedein, MSW Investigative  

reporter & community organizer
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UNITED
HATZALAH

HELP US NAME THE NEXT 
BIKEY MCBIKEFACE.

CARRY ON THE LEGACY OF TERROR 
VICTIM 

YONI JESNER.
 

EVERY DONATION IS ELIGIBLE 
TO SUBMIT A NAME FOR THE NEW 

AMBUCYCLE.

THE FINAL NAME WILL BE CHOSEN 
BY POPULAR VOTE. 

https://israelrescue.org/younameit
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Parshas 
HaChodesh: 
Unconditional

Rebbe Yeshaya Steiner of Kerestir, zy’a, 
“Reb Shayaleh”, was beloved and respected 
as a Tzadik, Rebbe, and miracle worker 
who dedicated his life to the well-being of 
Jews. A Gaon in Torah and paradigm of 
mesirus nefesh and ahavas Yisrael, Reb Sha-
yaleh referred to himself as the Aibishter’s 
Kecher, ‘God’s Cook’. This was because he 
was continuously welcoming and feeding 
all who came, from talmidei chachamim to 
the simplest of Jews from across Hungary 
and Europe. Reb Shayaleh provided them 
with a place to stay, hachnasat orchim, and 
care for their material and spiritual needs.

Pinchas’l, an unfortunate vagabond who 
suffered from emotional instability, was a 
regular guest. He was rude and unkempt, 

and would spend much of his time sitting 
on the Rebbe’s balcony smoking cigarettes, 
even on Shabbos. The flagrant disregard 
for kedushas Shabbos was just too much for 
the gabbaim, who were concerned not only 
for the honor of Shabbos and the kavod of 
their rebbe, but for the fact that he was 
negatively influencing others. They sug-
gested Pinchas’l find other arrangements 
away from the home and beis medrash of 
the tzadik. 

Reb Shayaleh looked at them in aston-
ishment. “Should I send a Jew away from 
my home?! I will be ois rebbe, I’ll close my 
kremel, I’ll give it all up… but a Yid will 
never be sent away from Kerestir!” 

This Shabbos we relive the first Mitzvah 
given to Am Yisrael as a Nation, kiddush 
ha-chodesh: ים  This“ ,ַהחֶֹדׁש ַהזֶּה ָלֶכם רֹאׁש ֳחָדשִׁ
month shall be for you the first of the 
months.” Earlier commandments were 
not addressed to the Nation, but were indi-
vidual in nature, and whatever pertains to 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL
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our journey as an entire people pertains to 
each one of us, even today. This Mitzvah of 
Rosh Chodesh was given on the First of the 
Month of Nisan, two weeks before Yetzias 
Mitzrayim. It was given amid darkness and 
suffering, while Pharaoh was bathing in 
Jewish blood, and Am Yisrael was teetering 
on the 49th level of tumah, almost at the 
point of no return. 

One of the most essential aspects of this 
first communal Mitzvah is its instruction 
in Divine partnership; a day of Rosh Cho-
desh was to be established in collaboration 
with Hashem. Two witnesses were to come 
to the Beis Din in Yerushalayim, whoever 
they might be — perhaps two common 
Jews who had looked well and recognized 
the first, tiny luminous curve of the moon 
as it was still covered in darkness. Their 
testimony to the Beis Din, when accepted, 

would set the Divine calendar of that 
month, including the date of its Yom Tov or 
festival. The mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh thus 
included a vast empowerment of the ‘every 
man’ of Klal Yisrael, a demonstration that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu believes in each of us, 
and counts on all of us. 

The system of establishing chagim and 
moadim depends on our identifying and 
sanctifying the new moon: ה מוֲֹעֵדי ה׳ ִמְקָרֵאי  ֵאלֶּ

מוֲֹעָדם ְקְראּו אָֹתם בְּ ר תִּ -These are Hash“ ,קֶֹדׁש ֲאשֶׁ
em’s appointed, holy occasions, which you 
shall designate in their appointed times” 
(Vayikra, 23:4). In this verse, אָֹתם, osam, 
“them”, meaning the holy occasions, is 
spelled without a letter vav, and so the let-
ters also spell the word ַאֶתם, atem, ‘you’, 
plural. A seemingly insignificant word 
with an almost unnoticeable lack of a letter, 
therefore teaches us that the new month 
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must be proclaimed not only by ‘you’, sin-
gular, the head of the court — but also by 
atem, ‘each of you’, the entire people (Rosh 
Hashanah, 24a). 

The Gemara discusses the possibility of 
mistaken testimony or of false witnesses 
intentionally misleading the court regard-
ing a sighting of the new moon. Hashem 
says, “Whether you have proclaimed them 
at their proper time or whether you have 
declared them not at their proper time, I 
have only these Festivals as established 
by the representatives of the Jewish Peo-
ple….” מוטעין אפילו  מזידין,  אפילו  שוגגין,   ,אפילו 
“You (atem) are authorized to determine 
the date of the new month even if you 
unwittingly establish the new moon on 
the wrong day; you, even if you do so 
intentionally; you, even if you are misled 
by false witnesses. In all cases, once the 
court establishes a day as the new moon, it 
is sanctified, and God grants His consent” 
(Rosh Hashanah, 25b).

Even if the declaration of Rosh Chodesh 
is scientifically inaccurate, the calendar 
remains as it stands, with all its halachos, 
and observances. This is no small fact: it 
will mean that Jews will eat chametz on 
days that scientifically ‘should have been’ 
Pesach. We will fast on a day that ‘techni-
cally’ wasn’t supposed to be Yom Kippur. 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu humbly ‘changes’ 
the day to the one we decide it should be, 
as it were. The Creator of time takes into 
account humanity’s flaws and mistakes 
and makes them holy.

Rebbe Yitzchak Meir Alter, the Chidushei 
haRim, comments on the Gemara, above 
and says that reading otam, ‘them’ as atem, 
‘you’, relates to another pasuk in which 

atem appears: ם ַלה' ֱאלֵֹהיֶכם ִנים ַאתֶּ  You (atem)“ ,בָּ
are all children of Hashem, your Divinity.” 
And this is precisely why the Gemara says, 
“You are authorized to establish the time 
in which the Mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh will 
apply: אפילו שוגגין, אפילו מזידין, אפילו מוטעין, even 
when mistaken, even when malicious, even 
when misguided.” No matter how imper-
fect, flawed or corrupt, a Jew remains a Jew 
— a child of Hashem — invited by his or 
her Divine Parent to collaborate on estab-
lishing the mitzvos of the Torah. 

During our enslavement, in terms of 
behavior, we were not all that different 
from Egyptians. Not only had we fallen into 
the darkness of idol worship, we did not yet 
have the Divine support, life-instruction 
and mission statement of the Torah. But 
then came the first mitzvah, Kidush haCho-
desh. Rosh Chodesh becomes a special time, 
place and process, in which our intimacy 
is expressed in the mitzvah of Ha-chodesh 
ha-zeh lachem. It is the beginning of our 
intimate relationship and partnership with 
Hashem; the unconditional kesher of every 
Jew with Hashem.

May we follow, in our own way, the derech 
of Reb Shayaleh — the path of the true tza-
dikim and strive to identify and honor the 
unconditional holiness and Divine kesher 
of every person we meet. 

Ben Zoma says: Who is honored? 
The one who gives honor to others…. 
(Avos, 4:1) 

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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Inedibles  
on Pesach

Unlike most other year-round forbidden 
foods, the restrictions of chametz (leav-
ened grain material and its bi-products) 
on Pesach govern not only its consumption 
(issur achila), but also deriving any bene-
fit (issur ha’naah). In the last few decades 
it is common to see numerous products 
with a stamp for Pesach whether it be toi-
let cleaner or dishwasher fluid. Although 
much can be written about these products 
as they relate to Pesach in short there is 
no need to have such products kosher for 
Pesach. Toilet and oven cleaners as well 
as dishwasher detergents are poisonous 
even if such products had chametz (very 
unlikely) they would have lost this status of 
chametz once the product was mixed and 
render no halachic concerns. There are 
however certain inedible products where 
one might need to purchase with caution. 
This article will touch upon using or own-
ing inedible products on pesach.    

Toothpaste, mouthwash and lipstick
These items are singled out as being 

subject to a disagreement among Rabbin-
ical authorities. The question hinges on 
whether we can accurately describe them 
as being nifsal (inedible). It is true that no 
one would sit down to eat a tube of lipstick, 

or drink a cup of mouthwash, but these 
items are made and used with the under-
standing that some of it will be swallowed. 
They are often loaded with sweeteners and 
are given a good flavor. Many consumers 
select a particular product on the basis of 
the flavor. Some rabbis have argued that 
the term nifsal cannot be applied under 
these circumstances. Because some of the 
product is deliberately ingested, we run in 
to the concern of achshivei. The OU Poskim 
(Rav Yisroel Belsky and Rav Hershel Shech-
ter) themselves dispute this matter and as 
such as an organization OU kosher does 
not take a firm position on this matter, and 
recommends that each individual consults 
their rabbi for guidance. Although it should 
be mentioned that these products are now 
readily available in Israel certified kosher 
for Pesach and as such one should try to 
purchase and use only approved products 
(see Sefer Hilchot Pesach p.27). 

Paper plates (paper towels, napkins)
Although paper (especially biodegrad-

able paper) can be made from corn or 
wheat stalks, this is not a concern. Stalks 
are not chametz. They are not even kitni-
yot. Only the kernels of wheat or corn are 
forbidden on Pesach, the stalks are fine. 
However, paper products often contain 
starch. Although it is true that paper plates 
themselves are inedible, but shouldn’t we 
be concerned that the starch can leach 
out of the plate and enter into our food? 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

Shouldn’t this be similar to placing hot food 
on a chametz plate that was not kashered 
for Pesach? Even though a plate is inedible, 
one may not use a chametz plate on Pesach 
unless it was kashered. Shouldn’t the same 
apply to a paper plate as well?

There is fundamental difference between 
a chametz plate and a paper plate. The 
starch used to make paper plates is not 
chametz. It would be at most kitniyot. Com-
mon sources of starch in the paper industry 
include corn (kitniyot) and potato (not kitni-
yot). A small amount of starch is used in the 
paper making process. It is mixed with pulp 
to strengthen the body of the plate, and it is 
used in the coating to bind together chemi-
cals that are applied to the surface for gloss. 
In either case, the starch is the minority, and 
the rule with kitniyot is that it will be nulli-
fied in a simple majority. A real plate that 
was used with chametz or kitniyot requires 
kashering. Even if it was only used with a 
small amount of chametz, the chametz can-
not be nullified in the plate. This is because 
the plate remains whole, and only the taste 
that was absorbed in the plate leaches out 
into the next food. That is not the case with a 
paper plate. There are no two separate enti-
ties. The starch is nullified in the plate and 
will leach out together with the rest of the 
plate. Since the kitniyot will always remain 
in mixture, it is nullified and does not pose a 
concern. Others authorities claim that even 
when there is Chametz in the plate it is not 

edible and does not affect that status of the 
plate in relation to Pesach (Ibid p.48)

Creams, lotions and perfume 
Creams, lotions and perfumes often 

contain alcohol. But not all alcohol is cha-
metz. Isopropyl alcohol and methanol are 
not made from grains. Even grain alcohol 
(ethanol) is likely not chametz. The vast 
majority of industrial ethanol in the US is 
made from corn (not chametz); however, 
there are parts of the world were chametz 
ethanol is common. Although we accept 
that creams, lotions and perfumes are 
nifsal, but is there a concern that one can 
distill off the alcohol and make it drink-
able again? To avoid paying alcohol tariffs, 
which are only applied to drinking alcohol, 
the government requires that all industrial 
alcohol be denatured. These denaturants 
are difficult to remove. Rav Moshe Fein-
stein was asked about the permissibility of 
using creams that contain chametz alcohol. 
He ruled that it is permitted, since the alco-
hol was added to the cream before Pesach, 
it is nifsal. No one will consume them. In 
truth, there are two reasons to permit the 
use of these products on Pesach. The alco-
hol is denatured and there is a good chance 
that it contains no chametz at all. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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In the zemer we sing each Shabbat 
evening, Kol Mekadesh Shevii - we 
see a reference to the Temple’s future 

re-construction.
The stanza reads: “Samcheim bevinyan 

shalem” Rejoice in the complete building. 
What exactly is the connection between 
Shabbat and the building of the Beit Hamik-
dash?

The opening verses of Parshat Vayakhel 
(Shemot  35:1-3) find Moshe once again in-
structing Bnei Yisrael regarding the sanctity 
of Shabbat. Most specifically, in verse 3 we 
read the instruction: ‘Lo tivaaru eish bechol 
moshvoteichem b’yom hashabbat…”You shall 
kindle no flame in any of your dwelling plac-
es on the Sabbath day…” 

This verse is commonly interpreted to con-
note the obvious legal ruling - the prohibition 
against kindling flames of any sort on Shab-
bat. However, there is a beautiful, and per-
haps more significant teaching regarding this 
verse from the Torah commentary the Shnei 
Luchot HaBrit (Two tablets of the Law) writ-
ten by the 16th Century Kabbalist, Rabbi Ye-
shayahu Horowitz, the Shela’h HaKadosh  
of Prague zy’a.  He writes:

“Lo tivaaru eish bechol moshvoteichem 
b’yom hashabbat, al tivaaru eish shel 

machloket bayom hashabbat! Zeh hayom 
shenityached yisrael zeh lazeh...” “You shall 
kindle no flame in any of your dwellings 
on the Sabbath day - do not fuel the flame 
of conflict or disagreement on the Sabbath 
day! Shabbat is the day that brings each Jew-
ish person closer to each other...” 

This teaching is so powerful. The biblical 
prohibition to not spark a match, (or for 
that matter any of the various Shabbat reg-
ulations), is but one aspect of the essence of 
Shabbat. Perhaps in refraining from even 
these seemingly mundane acts, we are some-
how meant to take stock, acknowledge and 
even reach out to our fellow Jew; to find a 
common bond, to set aside our differences, 
and reflect and build on the bonds that join 
us, rather the fractured divisiveness that 
causes so much confusion and disagreement. 

This, says the Darchei Noam, the Reb-
be of Slonim shlita, is the meaning of the 
stanza in our Shabbat zemer, Samcheim B’vi-
nyan Shaleim. Each Shabbat we rejoice in the 
knowledge that the very essence of Shabbat 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

FOR SALE 

Private lands in Tabu
Zichron Yaakov / Yavniel for 
160,000 NIS1000m/dunam

035774277/0522867038 
MOSHE KENAN
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is building, not in physically laying the stones 
of the Temple, but in spiritually building the 
bridges between each member of the Jew-
ish people, building that unified sense of 
purpose, that shared awareness, not only of 
where we come from, but where we are in 
the here and now. Only then, when we once 
again achieve that understanding and gen-
uine love and respect for one another, can 
we also, together, begin to truly build for the 
future. 

 The Slonimer Rebbe teaches us that this is 
the essence of each and every Shabbat, that 
each week we have our opportunity to do our 
small part in building the Beit Hamikdash. Ye-
hi Ratzon, may we indeed merit both to ap-
preciate the great gift that is Shabbat Kodesh, 
and to actualize the power for building a bet-
ter tomorrow that is inherent in the sacred 
unity that Shabbat brings to Am Yisrael. 

Jerusalem, Kiryat Moshe - 3 minute  
walk from CBS/light rail, 7th floor in 

NEW BUILDING, 150m + 40m terrace,  
5 bedrooms, 3.5 bath, 10m machsan,  

2 private parking spots
6.850M NIS

US 786 405 8390
Israel 054 779 7264

UNIQUE PENTHOUSE!
FOR SALE BY OWNER!
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

It is Not [Only] 
About Land 

Close to forty years ago, a loud quarrel 
exploded during the Friday night Shabbat 
meal in my Yeshiva, Yeshivat Har Etzion/
Gush. I was a quiet and naïve American, 
slowly acclimating to life in an Israeli yeshiva, 
but I distinctly remember the raised voices 
and the impassioned arguments swirling 
around me. My Shababt meal had turned 
into a contentious ideological debate, and 
I will never forget that meal, nor the many 
faces and voices of that memorable debate. 

The argument erupted in the aftermath 
of a Friday night speech or sicha, delivered 
before maa’riv by our revered Rosh Yeshiva, 
Harav Yehuda Amital. The final pasuk of 
Pekudei and of the entire sefer Shemot, por-
trays the shechinah of Hashem descending 
into a newly constructed mishkan. This epic 
scene of thick clouds enveloping the mishkan 

and preventing Moshe’s entry closes the dra-
matic sefer of Shemot.  

Chazal’s nickname for the book of she-
mot is “sefer Ha’Geulah” or the book of 
redemption. This sefer chronicles our first 
redemption from the bondage of Egypt 
and from the tyranny of Paraoh. Our first 
geulah serves as the template for all future 
redemptions. 

Yet, bizarrely, this book of redemption 
culminates in a barren desert, hundreds of 
kilometers away from the chosen Land of 
redemption. 

Addressing this unusual scene, Rav Amital 
referred us to the Ramban’s introduction to 
sefer Shemot. The Ramban’s commentary 
to the Torah is an encyclopedic and seminal 
work delineating the fundamentals of belief 
and of religious experience. My other Rosh 
Yeshiva, Harav Aharon Lichtenstein once 
remarked that if he were deserted on an 
abandoned island with an option to bring 
one sefer, he would choose the Ramban’s 
commentary to the Torah.

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Great Investment! 2 rooms, mirpeset, 
underground parking, in new building 
under construction, great location.  
Starting at 1.89m shekel. 3 & 4 rooms also available.
Baka very close to Emek Refaim, 4 rooms, 82m in 
a tama 38 building. Elevator, mirpest & storage. 
Will be ready in 3 months. Amazing price of 
2.99m shekel.
For rent in the German Colony on Emek Refaim 
street, 2 rooms, one floor up, good shape, 
parking. 5,100 a month.

Amazing family friendly house  
in the Greek Colony available  

for Pesach rental
5 minutes from Emek Refaim,  
40 min walk from the Old City,  

6 bedrooms - sleeps 15+,
5 bathrooms, 3 floors, 200m,

large kitchen, large yard  
(with basketball hoop), Strictly Kosher

Available March 30 - April 17
For more details: 052-238-0638  

Robert@kleimanrealestate.com
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The Ramban introduces each sefer of the 
Torah with a preface distilling the over-
all theme of that book. In his well-known 
introduction to sefer Shemot, the Ramban 
describes redemption as a revival of the spir-
itual condition of our ancestors, or a return 
to אבותם  When Hashem’s presence .מעלות 
descends into our world, as it did after the 
mishkan was completed, this original and 
perfect spiritual state is recovered thereby 
achieving redemption.  Evidently, redemp-
tion isn’t limited to geography or to the land 
of Israel, but is experienced anytime we 
encounter Hashem’s presence. 

You can imagine how this revolution-
ary concept enflamed the patriotic Israeli 
students who had been trained to view 
redemption as bound to the land of Israel.

Preliminary vs. Final Redemption 
In truth, the final redemption of history 

can only unfold in Israel as our people con-
vene back in our Homeland and beckon 
the entire world to encounter Hashem in 
Yerushalayim. Final redemption is an event 
limited to Israel, but the ongoing process of 
redemption is continuous, unfolding when-
ever and wherever we rendezvous with 
Hashem. 

A “long” redemptive process spanning 
centuries is the leadup to the final “moment” 
of history, and this “long” redemptive pro-
cess isn’t limited to one specific set of events 
or one specific location. Redemption is the 
engine constantly driving history to its inev-
itable terminus. 

In his comments to Megillah (17), Rashi 
differentiates between the beracha of ga’al 
yisrael or גאל ישראל which concludes the final 
section of our daily keriyat shema tefillah and 
the phrase go’el yisrael or גואל ישראל which 
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concludes the beracha in shmoneh esrei. 
The former beracha refers to an event – our 
first geulah from Egypt, but the latter phrase 
refers to the ongoing process of redemption 
which has braced Jewish history. 

The ”Long” Redemption 
There is an unhealthy and even disrespect-

ful tendency to regard the pre-1948 era of 
Jewish history as a pre-redemptive period 
marked by helpless suffering and perpetual 
victimhood. Israelis often disparage a יהודי 

 or a shameful “Jew of exile” who was גלותי
vulnerable and powerless, as opposed to 
the proud יהודי ישראלי  who can protect and 
defend themself. Everything prior to 1948 
had absolutely no redemptive resonance. 

This sharp bifurcation between pre-1948 
and post-1948 makes it challenging for Israe-
lis to appreciate the richness and depth of 
Jewish experience over the past 2000 years, 
and is partially responsible for the religious 
crisis which many Israelis struggle with. If 
we only look forward it is difficult to look 
back in appreciation. 

This long view of redemption integrates 
our past with our future. Our redemptive 
heroes aren’t limited to Herzl and Ben-Gu-
rion but also include Rebbe Akiva, the 
Rambam, Rav Yosef Karo and every posh-
ete yid or simple Jew who preserved faith 
and Jewish religion under unimaginably 
demanding conditions. Redemption began 
in 70 AD, the moment the last Jew to leave 
Jerusalem performed the very first mitzvah. 
Every mitzvah, every moment of Torah study 
and every act of chesed, has been contribut-
ing to this gradual and cumulative process. 

Two Shifts 
Though redemption has been aggregating 

for thousands of years, in 1948 two changes 

occurred. Firstly, the pace began to rapidly 
accelerate. Secondly, in 1948 redemption 
shifted from the backstage of history to the 
front stage. Before 1948 the redemptive pro-
cess was purely metaphysical, invisible to the 
naked eye. History seemed unmoved by our 
religious acts, even though we knew that in 
the background, our mitzvot were advanc-
ing redemption. 

In 1948 redemption surfaced in our visi-
ble world.  We are now building a country, 
infrastructure, homes, and cities which will 
welcome moshiach. Our generation has 
been privileged to experience and partic-
ipate in redemption upon two stages- the 
backstage of the metaphysical world and the 
front stage of history. 

Inspiriting Land With Religion
The Ramban’s view of geulah also 

underscores that a return to our Land is 
redemptively incomplete until and unless 
we draw Hashem’s presence into our state. 
Merely living in the Land doesn’t redeem us. 

Many olim suffer a redemptive lapse 
or redemptive withdrawal. Euphoric at 
returning home, they often suffer religious 
setbacks. Life in Israel provides a false sense 
of religious security: what can go wrong 
where everyone is Jewish, and everything 
is kosher? Many of the strict religious 
safeguards and precautions which were 
protected when living overseas, are relaxed.  
Stepping off the plane and integrating into 
Israeli society is not enough to be consid-
ered redeemed. Bringing Hashem to our 
state and to our world is the essential goal 
of redemption. 

It Is Not Only About Land 
Furthermore, the Ramban’s view of 

redemption helps us better calibrate our 
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Gluten-free     Shemita L'chumra

redemptive investments. Over the past 50 
years our settlement of greater Israel has 
transformed our people. The 1948 map of 
Israel was a hollowed-out parcel of land, 
devoid of much of the Biblical homeland. 
In 1967 we returned to the corridor of Jew-
ish history stretching from Shechem in the 
North, snaking its way through Yerusha-
layim, Beit Lechem, Chevron and Be’er 
Sheva. Our nation was carved out in this 
region and our return in 1967 felt like a 
return to the pages of Tanach. 

This project was blessed by Hashem and 
we have defiantly spearheaded this difficult 
challenge. However, we have also invested 
too much in settling land and not enough 
in other areas of Israeli society or in other 
national agendas which are also part of 
redemption. Sadly, our efforts at settling the 
land have isolated us from the rest of the 
Israeli population, making it even more dif-
ficult to both appreciate secular Israelis and 
to inspire them to our religious values. 

Returning to our Land is insufficient to 
be considered redemption. We must invest 
in all areas and all sectors of Israeli life to 
assure that we craft the type of society which 
can house Hashem’s presence. 

By returning to the condition of our ances-
tors in our Land we can close history. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

        Nahum Glatzer 050-7225694  
gilinskirealestate@gmail.com 

 

Gilinski Real Estate 
Your realtor in Jerusalem 

Frustrated?? 

Let me know what 
property you are 
looking for – and I will 
find it for you! 

On HaPalmach - great 4 room apartment,  
92m plus large garden in use, exclusive. 

Asking 4.95 million NIS
Palmach - 4 rooms, beautiful, 105m, porch,  

2 parking spots, machsan, asking 6.1million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
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Nefesh B'Nefesh 
is expanding its

For more information and to apply: hr@nbn.org.il

We are hiring regional reps 
in the following cities:

Beer Sheva
Beit Shemesh 
Carmiel - Golan
Chashmonaim
Gush Etzion / Efrat
Haifa

Jerusalem
Modi'in
Ramat Beit Shemesh
Ra'anana
Rechovot
Tel Aviv

FLEXIBLE HOURS - PART TIME POSITION
JOB RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 
• Regular outreach calls to new Olim
• Maintaining region's "NBN Israel Calendar"
• Communcation with municipal resources

JOB REQUIREMENTS
• Anglo Oleh with over three years in Israel
• Must be living in the region they are 

representing.
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REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN

Haftorah 
Parshat 
HaChodesh: 
Yechezkel 

There’s a famous line regarding the Jewish 
calendar, the Jewish holidays are either very 
early or very late, never on time.  I like to say 
that it’s always Pesach unless it’s not.  Why is 
it that the calendar constantly shifts - how is 
the Jewish calendar arranged?  In the times 
of the Temple, witnesses who saw the moon 
would go to a special tribunal who, after 
questioning the witnesses, would declare 
the beginning of the new month, Rosh Cho-
desh.  As seen in this week’s Maftir reading, 
G-d gave the calendar into the hands of 
man when He said, ֑ים  ,ַהחֶֹ֧דׁש ַהזֶּ֛ה ָלֶכ֖ם רֹ֣אׁש ֳחָדשִׁ
This month shall mark for you the beginning 
of the months. The determination of the 

month was handed to the Jewish people to 
empower a nation of slaves with the control 
of time.  But what happened to the calendar 
after the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash?  
Hillel II with his deep knowledge of science 
and math created a calendar template for 
all future generations and sanctified all the 
months until the end of time.  Even today, 
his calendar system is used to know when 
Rosh Chodesh and the holidays take place.  

The Yalkut Shimoni shares a powerful 
insight on the calendar.  What will happen 
in Messianic times? While in the days of the 
Beit Hamikdash, Rosh Chodesh was based 
on sight and today we use the extensive cal-
endar calculations, how will we know when 
Rosh Chodesh is when Moshiach comes?  In 
this week’s Haftorah, the Navi Yechezkel 
shares that the gates that were closed for 
six days a week will open for Shabbat and 
for Rosh Chodesh 
ִניִמית֙ ַהּפֶֹנ֣ה ָקִד֔ים ִיְהֶי֣ה  ַ֜ער ֶהָחֵצ֤ר ַהפְּ ה־ָאַמר֮ ֲא-ָנ֣י ה֒ שַׁ ּכֹֽ

ֵתַ֔ח ּוְבי֥וֹם ַהחֶֹ֖דׁש  ת֙ ִיפָּ בָּ ֑ה ּוְבי֤וֹם   ַהשַּׁ ֲעשֶׂ מַּ ת ְיֵמ֣י הַֽ ֖שֶׁ ָסגּ֔ור שֵׁ

ַח׃  תֵֽ ִיפָּ

In the future, says the Midrash, the gates 
will be opened divinely on both Shabbat and 
on Rosh Chodesh and thus we will know 
that Rosh Chodesh has arrived.  It is as if the 
Divine Presence says, I want to be a part of 
the process of determining your months, 
your holidays, your year.  

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001

 רפואה שלמה 
יהושע חיים בן חיה לאה
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Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman is the found-
ing director of the Orthodox Union Women’s 
Initiative and the rebbetzin of the Lower 
Merion Synagogue in Bala Cynwyd, PA.

Knowing what our calendar design will 
ultimately be provides a message for us 
today.  Hashem’s insistence on participating 
in our calendar means He celebrates with 
us and wants us to do the same with Him. 
Time then, is holy. We have an opportunity 
to infuse our calendar with G-dliness.  Each 
and every day is a Divine gift, a chance to 
make our time worthwhile.  The calendar 
markers of Shabbat, Rosh Chodesh and hol-
idays are Hashem’s personal invitation to us 
to pause and add a little bit more of Hashem 
into our lives. May we be blessed with abun-
dant time on this Earth and the wisdom to 
suffuse it with Hashem’s Holy Presence. 

Shabbos Bistro
Premium delicious shabbes meals

Openning hours:
Thursday  12 pm-2 am
Friday 8 am-3 pm

     02-9964469 |     054-8777347
Iben Shafrut 5, Rehavia, Jerusalem

 

One person’s trash is another 
person’s treasure… 

We buy gold, silver, coins, Judaica, 
old sifrei kodesh, banknotes, 
medals, collectables, antiques, 
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Shemitah: 
Bursting  
With Life

They look to us now shriveled, their outer 
appearance is meager, but inside they are 
full of life and content. We circumvent the 
observance of shemitah (the Sabbatical year) 
by selling the land to a non-Jew…But in these 
minute grains great potential for growth is 
contained, for all that they long, for all that 
has grown in the past, and all that they will 
eventually produce (Eretz Chefetz 3:6).

Rav Kook expresses the idea that together 
with the return to the Land, the Jewish peo-
ple are also becoming reacquainted with 
the many mitzvot which they were unable 
to observe during the long exile. However, 
these mitzvot, by and large, are unable yet 
to be fully observed. 

He cites the highly debated issue of Shem-
itah, allowing the Land to lie fallow in the 
seventh year: At this time, Rav Kook writes, 
we are forced to “circumvent the obser-
vance of Shemitah by selling the Land to a 
non-Jew…”. 

It is striking that Rav Kook cites this con-
crete example which undoubtedly was a 
watershed moment in the early years after 
arriving to the Land of Israel: Namely, the 
Shemitah controversy, which arose in 5670 
(1910). 

Farmers were working hard to sustain 
their incomes in a new Land. Rav Kook, 
upon settling in Yaffo, was forced to face the 
controversial issue of how farmers are to fol-
low the Torah command that obligates them 
to refrain from tending to their agriculture 
for a full year.

In the light of the economic realities of 
the time and the unbearable hardships 
that would be incurred by an overly strin-
gent attitude, Rav Kook defended the earlier 
(5649/1899) ruling of Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 
Spector of Kovno that the prohibition of 
working the Land on the Sabbatical year 
may be circumvented by selling the Land to 
a non-Jew. 

Rav Kook’s heter mechira (“dispensation 
by sale”), as it is known, placed him in a most 
unenviable position. On the one hand, many 
of his rabbinical colleagues were outraged 
by his permissive attitude and called for 
literal observance of the law. On the other 
hand, antireligious elements among the cha-
lutzim (pioneers) mocked the entire concept 
of Shemitah - including, or especially, the 
“legal fiction” of selling the Land to a non-
Jew for the duration (actually two years). 

Rav Kook defended the ha’aramah or 
donated by Marion & Michael Silman

Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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circumvention as a necessary hora’at sha’ah 
(emergency measure), which preserves 
intact the aspiration to complete fulfillment 
of the commandment in the future, though 
taking into account the vicissitudes of the 
present. (Orot, Naor’s translation and notes, 
pp. 277-278) 

In his work Shabbat Ha’aretz Rav Kook 
explicates his permissive attitude to the prac-
tical implementation of Shemitah in his day. 
He reveals, in the lengthy introduction, the 
philosophic richness and kabbalistic depth 
of the mitzvah. The conceptual underpin-
nings that Rav Kook gives to the halachot of 
Shemitah and Yovel (the Jubilee year), is one 
of Rav Kook’s exceptional contributions to 
the domain of Taamei HaMizvot, the ratio-
nale of the mitzvot. 

Rav Kook perceived in the laws of Shemi-
tah profound spiritual meaning:

“What Shabbat does for the individual, 
Shemitah does for the nation as a whole. The 
Jewish people, in whom the Godly, creative 
force is planted eternally and distinctively, 
has a special need to periodically reveal the 
divine light within itself with full intensity. 
Our mundane lives, with their toil, anxiety, 
anger, and competition, do not entirely suf-
focate this creative force. During Shemitah, 
our pure, inner spirit may be revealed as it 
truly is.” (Introduction to Shabbat HaAretz, 
Sinclair, p. 57)

The weekly Shabbat was given to facili-
tate the holiness of the individual whilst the 
Shemitah and Yovel years prohibiting farm 
work and private ownership over its prod-
ucts and proclaim freedom to the enslaved, 
were directed at investing the whole nation 
with a spirit of forgiveness and repentance 
and remedying the injustices of the past. 



66     TORAH TIDBITS 1509 /  VAYAKHEL - PEKUDEI 5783

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

an accepted tradition, we will accept it,” he 
does not cite the Rokeach in the Shulchan 
Aruch. The Rama (OC 131:2), though, does 
cite this requirement. 

Concerning details, the Rama (ibid.) says 
that people davening in a courtyard that is 
open to a shul do nefilat apayim, as does an 
individual at home reciting Tachanun at the 
same time as the shul. We will not go into 
the details and permutations of these mainly 
uncommon occurrences (see Mishna Berura 
131:13-14).

One common question is what needs 
to be present. The Rama writes that there 
should an aron with a sefer Torah in it. 
While the pasuk mentions the aron of 
Hashem, the Rokeach mentions only a sefer 
Torah as being required, and the Mishna 
Berura (131:11) says the sefer Torah is the 
determinant. Igrot Moshe (OC, IV:21) refers 
positively to a case where the sefer Torah is 
kept in the room in a more secure place than 
the aron kodesh. Ishei Yisrael (25:(36)) cites 
Rav S.Z. Auerbach as positing that an empty 
aron kodesh that houses a sefer Torah only 
on days it is used suffices, apparently even 
if the sefer Torah is in a different room on 
this day. 

The Mishna Berura (ibid.) brings a 
machloket Acharonim on whether sifrei 
kodesh other than Torah scrolls justify 
doing nefilat apayim. Some say that sefarim 
are enough if it is the people’s regular place 
to daven (see Igrot Moshe, OC, V:20; Beit Avi 

Nefilat Apayim 
Without  
a Sefer Torah 

Question: What are the rules of when one 
does and does not do nefilat apayim (putting 
one’s head down and partially covering it) 
during Tachanun? 

Answer: The sources and depth of 
discussion regarding this question are 
underwhelming, but the background is 
fascinating. 

Although no mishna mandates doing 
nefilat apayim in davening, several gemarot 
(including Megilla 22b and Bava Metzia 59b) 
refer to it as a known entity. Some used to do 
it as a more elaborate prostration than now 
practiced (see Megilla 22b). 

The idea of not doing nefilat apayim without 
a sefer Torah comes from a short statement in 
the Rokeach (Tefilla 324), who cites as inspi-
ration a pasuk regarding Yehoshua, who in a 
time of need, fell on his face and beseeched 
Hashem “before Hashem’s ark” (Yehoshua 
7:6). The Beit Yosef (Orach Chayim 131) is 
unimpressed with the Rokeach’s assertion’s 
halachic basis. Although he does say, “If it is 

לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל
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 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

IV:85), and/or if the sefarim are permanently 
there (Dirshu 131:17), perhaps in a bookcase 
(Halichot Shlomo, Tefilla 11:(37)). 

The minhag is that Yerushalayim pro-
vides enough “before Hashem” sanctity to 
do nefilat apayim without any sefarim (see 
Siddur Olat Re’iya; Igrot Moshe, Yoreh Deah 
III:129). It is logically questionable whether 
and why this should apply outside the Old 
City (see Halichot Shlomo ibid. 11). 

Should one do nefilat apayim in a case 
of safek/machloket whether it is called for? 
One would think the stakes are low – What 
could be wrong with doing it when not 
called for? Is it a big deal to do Tachanun 
without it? However, study of the sources of 
nefilat apayim (including gemarot, Rambam 
(Tefilla 9:5), and Shulchan Aruch (OC 131)) 
demonstrates that the raison d’etre of nefilat 
apayim is the body position, whereas the 
specific words of supplication (which we call 
Tachanun) to be used are an afterthought 
(explaining lack of focus and greatly varied 
texts among eidot). On the other hand, nefilat 
apayim is not a “why not?” practice. One may 
not to do it at night (Shulchan Aruch ibid. 
3), even though Tachanun may be recited 
then (Mishna Berura 131:16). Although the 
Shulchan Aruch mandates nefilat apayim, in 
recent times, most Sephardim say Tachanun 
without nefilat apayim because of kabbalis-
tically-based fear for one’s life if he does it 
improperly (see Yalkut Yosef, OC 131:16). 

Like the 13 Middot (the two are often 

paired), nefilat apayim makes for very pow-
erful prayer (see story in Bava Metzia 59b). 
But it is viewed as a “nuclear option,” which 
needs the right conditions (see Shulchan 
Aruch ibid. 8). Therefore, it is appropriate 
to take a moderate approach (not overly 
lenient or stringent) in deciding between 
opinions.  

Please note advertising  
deadlines thru PESACH:

Shabbat March 24-25 (Vayikra) 
deadline for ads: Sunday, March 19

Shabbat March 31-April 1  
(Shabbat Tzav-Hagadol/Pesach/

Sh’mini)  
deadline for ads: Thursday, March 23

Shabbat April 21-22 (Tazria-Metzora) 
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Shabbat April 28-29  
(Acharei-K’doshim),  

deadline for ads: Thursday, April 20 
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constitute the majority of the mixture. 
If a significant amount of wine is left in 

the goblet, it is best to reuse the wine at a 
later time. So that wine will not be consid-
ered pagum (defective, and thus forbidden 
to use for kiddush), add a small amount of 
wine from the bottle to the cup. Afterwards, 
it will be permissible to pour the wine in 
the goblet back into the bottle. If you do not 
wish to reuse the wine, keep the wine in 
an uncovered cup overnight (linat lailah). 
In the morning it will be permitted to spill 
out the wine.

Kiddush wine that spills onto the saucer/
plate should be drunk. If it is a very small 
amount, it can be poured into the sink. 

Havdalah
The posekim dispute whether it is permis-

sible to use shemitah wine for havdalah. In 
practice, the mainstream ruling is to permit 
this use. However, avoid overfilling the cup 
so it will spill over. If you are going to drink 
this wine, though, it is permitted to overfill 
your cup lechatchilah.

If a small amount of wine spills onto the 
saucer, it is permissible to dab one’s eyes 
with the wine. However, avoid extinguish-
ing the havdalah candle in the wine since 
this directly spoils the wine. 

TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

Ins and Outs 
of Shemitah 
Wine and 
Grape Juice

General Laws Of Shemitah Wine And 
Grape Juice

The wine should not be used in an uncon-
ventional fashion or in ways that cause it 
to be spoiled or wasted. For example: meat 
should not be marinated in holy wine, 
since the marinade will be disposed after 
use. However, it is permissible to use wine 
in cooking or baking to enhance the food’s 
flavor. Foods prepared with shemitah wine 
have kedushat shevi’it and all shemitah laws 
pertain to these foods.

After drinking the wine, it is permissi-
ble to wash the cup as usual, even if a few 
drops are left in the cup. However, if there 
is a significant amount of wine left in the 
cup, it should be treated in accordance with 
the laws of kedushat shevi’it. 

If the shemitah wine bottle breaks, or 
wine spills on the floor, it is permissible 
to clean the floor/ mop up the wine as 
usual.

Kiddush
It is permissible to mix holy shemitah 

wine with regular wine. Holy wine should 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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Experienced therapist, 12 years in Art Therapy 

Teaching for years the FSTR method- Five Steps
To Relief, I created
Using method: empowers, brings calm & balance
Work with organizations &  private people 

         & Theta healing

LOOKING FOR TOOLS FOR EMOTIONALLOOKING FOR TOOLS FOR EMOTIONAL
MANAGEMNET, FOR YOU OR A CHILD?MANAGEMNET, FOR YOU OR A CHILD?     

Shira Shaked- emotional balance Advisor

I teach the FSTR method in :                       
Course, Lecture, Workshop, Book
& One on One. In person & on Zoom.     

katzr.net/8d5729
shiraisthe1@gmail.com

Course of FSTR method is approved by Israeli Ministry of Education
(Misrad Hahinuch), Program # 20263 in Ma'agar Hatohniyot & Gefen. 
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Debbie Rogelberg 
JLIC Herzilya  
Netanya, Israel 

In this week’s Parsha, the 
Jewish people completed the assembly of 
the Mishkan. During the 40-year period 
of wandering the desert, Klal Yisrael took 
apart the Mishkan for traveling and would 
reassemble it at each stop. 

These are the details of the- “ּאלה פקודי ה 

 states parsha the of beginning ִ”ׁמשכן משכן
The Mishkan Mishkan..”. The passuk men-
tions the word Mishkan twice here. Why? 
According to Rav Maimon, the passuk is 
referring to the two different states of the 
Mishkan- assembled and disassembled. In 
both states, the Mishkan served a unique 
purpose for Klal Yisrael. 

The Mishkan, while assembled, allowed 
the Jewish people to so clearly “see” Hashem 
through its nature defying miracles. In turn, 
this enabled the Jewish people to experience 
Hashem and more easily develop a close 
connection with Him. In contrast, when the 
Mishkan was taken apart for travel, the Jew-
ish people didn’t have the opportunity to see 
these daily miracles, which made it much 
harder to have a connection. However, the 

harder we need to work to create a connec-
tion, the deeper and more meaningful that 
connection can and will be. 

Reb Noson in Lekutai Halachot says that 
Moshe Rabbenu and Hashem knew that 
there would come a time when we would 
have the Beit Hamikdash and that it would 
be a very special time – a time of relatively 
easy connection. The fully assembled Mish-
kan served as a model for this time, when 
we so clearly saw Hashem and his unde-
niable presence in our world. In addition, 
Reb Noson discusses a time like the exile 
we are currently in, where Hashem’s light 
is harder to find and only discoverable 
through working hard to cling to him and 
reveal his light. Although, during this time 
of hastara (hiddenness), despite having to 
work harder to connect to Hashem and find 
him, the relationship and bond we create 
will be unparalleled to any other. Hashem, 
while testing us in this time of exile to find 
and cling to him, is also rewarding us with 
the opportunity to become close to him as a 
result of our toil. This is why the passuk uses 
the word “Mishkan” twice- to show us that 
we must connect to Hashem not only when 

OU-JLIC Orthodox Union Heshe and Harriet Seif  
Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus

Gemach for Chatan and Kalla:
Meals for wedding and  
Sheva Brachot at cost

Eida Hachareidis Hechsher
Tel:052-633-1744 

gadgadood@gmail.com
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“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Cam-
pus (JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant 
religious communities in Israel to support 
English-speaking college students and young 
professionals. JLIC Israel’s goals include: build-
ing a warm and welcoming Jewish community 
for students and young professionals; providing 
engaging and dynamic Jewish education; pro-
viding a supportive home environment for Olim; 
providing resources for personal and religious 
growth, including personal mentoring, Aliyah 
support, religious guidance and leadership 
development. Current JLIC programs in Israel 
include: Reichman University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan 
University - Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; 
Tel Aviv for Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. 
Contact: Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of 
OU-JLIC in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

it is easy, but even more so when it is hard. 
Just as the Jewish people wandered the 

desert for 40 years with the Mishkan, we 
too, lost in this exile, are wandering with 
our own individual Mishkans within us. 
The Mishkan is a symbol of connection for 
every jew. At times, we will feel settled in 
life, things will be going well and our Mish-
kan will be assembled. At other points in 
life, we may struggle, and feel in the dark. 
It’s exactly at these times we must connect 
to our disassembled Mishkan and work 
extra hard to find Hashem. May we find 
the strength to take advantage of this great 
opportunity, to connect deeply, and to feel 
Hashem in our everyday lives. 
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without expecting anything in return - no 
strings attached - just for the mitzvah and 
to bring G-d closer to us. Shabbat Shalom

Noa Anders
10th Grade, Modiin
A Nation of Giving

In פרשת ויקהל Moshe gathers all of בני ישראל 
and tells them all the things that Hashem 
has commanded them to do. This included 
the commandment to contribute materials 
for the משכן and the construction of the משכן.
 ״ויבאו כל איש אשר נשאו לבו וכל אשר נדבה רוחו אתו 

עבדתו  ולכל  מועד  אהל  למלאכת  ה׳  תרומת  את  הביאו 

ולבגדי הקדש״

 .Whose heart inspired him-”אשר נשאו לבו“
In מצרים, the Jews didn’t learn finer 

skills. There were no Jewish artists as they 
weren’t trained and couldn’t spend time 
developing their talent. The Rambam says 
that there were Jews who even though they 
were unskilled, had the natural ability and 
were inspired and uplifted to volunteer for 

Leah Berkowitz
Modiin Chapter 
Madricha
Acts of Chessed

There are different types of chessed. 
When someone donates money, time, or 
other kinds of help, it is definitely a mitz-
vah, but when they do this only with the 
intention of helping someone in need, it’s a 
stronger kind of chessed. We can see this in 
this week’s parsha, when Moshe Rabeinu 
asked Bnei Yisrael to donate items for the 
building of the mishkan, but only on the 
condition that they give for Hashem’s sake. 
They gave so much that Moshe had to tell 
them to stop. 

We don’t have the mishkan today, but we 
can still do acts of kindness for others only 
for the sake of the mitzvah, like ביקור חולים or 
 For example, when you visit .לשמח חתן וכלה
a sick patient in the hospital, you can tell 
them happy stories to help them remem-
ber the good times in their lives. When you 
go to a wedding and dance with the bride, 
you’re participating in their simcha and 
increasing their happiness. When you do 
either of these mitzvot, you are doing them 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

053-3725341

Pesach &
year round
kitchen
kashering

026431427
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whatever needed to be done. In addition, 
they believed that Hashem would help 
them perform His will properly. 

The Or HaChaim says there were 2 types 
of givers. There were those whose spirit 
motivated them voluntarily and whole-
heartedly to give what they could afford. 
But, there was another group of even 
greater people whose hearts inspired them 
to do more than they could afford because 
of their desire to share in the construction 
of the משכן was so great.

From this we learn an important lesson. 
It is always important to give, and to give 
what you can afford. However, we should 
try and get to a point that we aren’t just moti-
vated to give. We should try and become like 
the group of great people. To get to a point 
where our hearts are inspiring us to give as 
much as we can. 

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + 
possibility of building 250m, huge garden, 
approx. 700m, completely renovated, 
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ARNONA – 3 rooms that will be transformed 
into 4 rooms of 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, 
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MICHAEL 052-3202488

BAKA - quiet and pleasant little street -  
5 rooms, 175m, on one level, alone upstairs, 
private entrance, elevator in the apartment, 
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MIKAEL 052-3202488

TALPIOT HAYESHENA / little street – In a 
new quality project, 5 rooms, 140m, elevator, 
large garden, occupancy in 2 years

6000000 NIS MICHAEL 052- 3202488

PRIVATE LOT - NACHLAOT
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CUSTOM HOME  
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Shimon 058-455-0010

no agents
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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For	Sale	By	Owner	(no	Agents	Fees!)	
A	rare	opportunity	to	purchase	a	luxury	double	Sea	
Facing	Apartment	in	Netanya	

	

6	Rooms	Facing	
South/West	

2	Balconies	

18th	Floor	
Concierge	24/7	

Heated	Pool	open	7	
months	of	the	year	

Fully	Equipped	Gym	

2	Underground	
parking	spaces	

2	Spacious	storage	
Rooms	

2	minutes	walk	from	
Young	Israel	
Synagogue	

2	minutes	walk	from	
the	beach	

On	Prestigious	Nitza	
Boulevard,	North	
Netanya	
10	Minutes	walk	from	
the	centre	of	Netanya	

Contact:	

Alexandra	Stuart	

053	822	3513	
+972	53	822	3513	
By	Phone	or	whatsapp	

Price	NIS	7.7	Million	
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be 
ready
for
every
thing

Pick up your
copy and be
prepared for
every occasion
and Jewish life
cycle event.

Checklists to help you
prepare for every event

@BALAGANBEGONE organizedjewishlife.com

Companion Shabbat &
Holiday Planner

 online at amazon.com or 
in Israel exclusively at

Makes a great gift

Whole Wheat, Organic Whole 
Spelt, GF Gluten Free Oat

Hand and Machine.
 

Distributed throughout Israel

Visit our website for details
including Hechsherim, & ordering:
www.MatzaMan.co.il
hillel.leib@MatzaMan.co.il

Please order your Matza today

Birkat Ha-Ilanot
When one sees blossoming fruit 

trees for the first time during the 
month of Nisan, one should say this 
blessing:

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה' ֱא-ֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך 
ָהעֹוָלם ֶׁשּלֹא ִחַּסר ְּבעֹוָלמֹו 

ְּכלּום ּוָבָרא בֹו ְּבִרּיֹות טֹובֹות 
ְוִאיָלנֹות טֹובֹות ֵלָהנֹות ָּבֶהם 

ְּבֵני ָאָדם. 

This blessing is said just once a 
year—the first time that one sees it.



LESS THAN THREEE WEEKS LEFT BEFORE PRICES GO UP 
                                         THE WORLD PREMIERE OF 

ABARBANEL – A MAN OF MANY WORLDS 
Register and pay for THIS MAGNIFICENT FILM before is sold out! 

 

SUNDAY EVENING, APRIL 16, 8:00 PM 
in the  Pelech Girls school – 31 Yehuda St., Baka 

but ONLY by prior registration and payment  
Cost: 100 NIS per person 

If you register before Pesach, (April 5) you’ll receive a Destiny gift worth 100 NIS! 
Limited seating. (Price of the film ticket increases after Pesach [April 5] to 180 NIS per ticket!) 

 
If you cannot be in Jerusalem the night of the Premiere, you can still see the film in your home  
on Sunday evening April 23 at 8 PM ON ZOOM (exactly a 

week later) 100 NIS on Zoom per family 
 

BECOME A DESTINY SPONSOR OF THE PREMIER AND 
SUPPORT RABBI WEIN & DESTINY 

 best seats, light dinner and meet with Rabbi Wein before the film 500 NIS per couple  
For questions, sign up forms, information, payment, email Shira at  abarbanelmovie@gmail.com  

or WhatsApp 0547-54-36-18 

SSHHAAVVUUOOTT  RREETTRREEAATT  
iinn  tthhee  mmaaggnniiffiicceenntt  ,,  mmoosstt  KKoosshheerr  

LLAAVVII  HHOOTTEELL  
FEATURING RABBI BEREL WEIN AS SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE (& additional Rabbis) 

 
Five days and Four Nights, Wednesday, May 24 through Sunday, May 28 

(Shavuot begins Thursday night) 
PRIVATE DINING ROOM, BUFFET & FOR DESTINY GUESTS 

 
Seven Lectures & Shiurim by Rabbi Wein    Full board throughout, outstanding cuisine of 
highest Kashrut Standard (Rav Rubin)      All night English Shavuot Program with Rabbi 

Wein & the other Rabbis, with refreshments      Total Torah atmosphere in the hotel, 
Lavi’s well-known unique hospitality     Indoor heated pool,     Dry sauna for sitting and 

lying down, Fitness room, aerobic and strength machines (all with separate and family hours)   
  Children’s Pool, children’s playroom, program for children (if sufficient registration)    
Horseback riding on premises, Get to see milking of cows daily and on Shabbat    Optional 

Thursday bus tour to unique sites in the area (extra fee)    Every room with five-star 
amenities including coffer maker, refrigerator, safe, etc.    Full program on Chol, and also 
on Shabbat and Chag, (before & after) Jewish and Hollywood films     Optional private bus 

from and to Jerusalem for the group (extra fee) (Hashgacha Mehadrin Rabbanut Galil Tachton, Rabbi Rubin Meat) 
 

EARLY-BIRD DISCOUNT for those paying in full before (1st day of) Pesach FREE TIYUL or FREE 
BUS to & from hotel  (580 NIS equivalent)) 

For registration forms, prices and all questions, call Nachum Amsel at 0522-52-00-31 or write to 
nachum@jewishdestiny.com 

 


