
26     TORAH TIDBITS 1509 /  VAYAKHEL - PEKUDEI 5783

In the first two p’sukim of this week’s 
haftarah (according to the Ashkenazi 
minhag), the navi Yechezkel depicts the 

required gifts that the nation would give to the 
“nasi” - the king - and the required offerings 
that the king was required to bring on the hol-
idays and on the Shabbatot as an atonement 
for the people. The remainder of the reading 
tells of the sacrifices to be offered and the ritu-
als that would be followed from the beginning 
of the month of Nisan. Clearly, the bulk of the 
haftarah connects quite well to the Shabbat 
before the month of Nisan. But it is difficult to 
understand why Ashkenazi practice includes 
the introductory verses that have little- or no 
connection to the month of Nisan. Once again, 
we turn to the preceding p’sukim to help illu-
minate the message of the navi. 

The final section of Sefer Yechezkel is one 
of comfort and consolation in which the 
prophet focuses on the future rites and rit-
uals that would be followed in the final Bet 
HaMikdash. In specifying the exact Temple 
areas reserved for the Kohanim, the Leviyim 
and the Nasi, -as well as their limits. In this 
45th perek,  Yechazkel takes the opportunity 
to recall the past trespasses of the different 
kings who often overstepped their bounds, 
frequently stealing and pilfering from the 
common people. In the future, he adds, there 
will be an end to such behavior, it would be a 
time of fair weights and measures in the land 
as well as in the Holy Temple.

It is at this juncture that our haftarah begins, 
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with the navi sharing with the people what 
they would give to the nasi and the many 
responsibilities that the leader had to do for 
the people – including his duties to bring atone-
ment to the nation. The addition of these few 
p’sukim, when properly understood, helps us 
better understand the message of Yechezkel 
– and extends the prophet’s lesson to all his 
visions of the future of Divine service. Indeed, 
this introduction, and its previous verses, are 
not only meant for the coming month of Nisan 
and the holiday of Pesach, as we will see, but 
for the entire Messianic Era.

The prophet Yechezkel’s visions of Isra-
el’s glorious future includes the rebirth of 
Israel’s land, the resurgence of the nation’s 
seemingly “dry bones”, the reunification of 
the tribes and the final war of Gog and Magog 
(chapters 36-39). The navi then turns to detail 
the renewed service in the rebuilt Bet HaMik-
dash, including blueprinting the design and 
dimensions of the holy site, all of which 
would bring G-d’s presence back to the Tem-
ple (40-43). In these latter chapters (44-46), 
Yechezkel describes the functions of the dif-
ferent segments of the people in the Mikdash, 
including the divisions of the Kohanim and 
Leviyim as well as the responsibilities of the 
King. The navi closes his book in the 47th and 
48th chapters with a description of the future 
boundaries of the land, its partition to the 
tribes and the new boundaries of Yerusha-
layim herself.

But the prophet’s vision of the future life of 
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Israel seems to focus primarily on the mate-
rial: the practical workings of the divine 
service, the physical division of the land and 
the detailed depiction of the new Bet Mik-
dash. Where are the essential demands of 
all our prophets for צדקה ומשפט – justice and 
righteousness? Are these not indispensable 
values and vital requisites for fulfillment of 
the prophetic hope for an improved future? 
So where are they?

 They are actually right in front of us or, 
more correctly, before us. The five verses 
that precede the opening of our haftarah 
are replete with Hashem’s demand to “set 
aside lawlessness….and do וצדקה -משפט 
justice and righteousness”. These were the 
demands that Yechezkel used to introduce 
the depiction of the great material suc-
cesses and the religious advances.

There could be none of these without 
justice, without compassion, without righ-
teousness. It might well have been the goal of 
the Ashkenazi scholars to open this haftarah 
with the responsibilities of the future leaders 
to the nation in order to remind us that the 
idyllic future described by Yechezkel could 
only be realized when משפט וצדקה is practiced 
one to another.

And we need such reminders today as 
well! 
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New Listing! On the 
exquisite Dubnov St. in 
Talbieh, private 135m cottage, 
totally renovated with 65m 
private landscaped garden, 
view from balconies, a real 
gem! MAYA - 054-6650184

Magnificent Authentic 
private house on a small 
dead end of Baka - 650m 
built on 3 levels with huge 
basement, 750m plot with  
wonderful landscaped garden, 
thoughtful layout,  
an abundance of light,a 
unique property!  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767 

Luxurious garden 
apartment on a small lane 
of Old Katamon, 340m built 
on 2 levels, 8 rooms, separate 
unit with separate entrance, 
high ceilings, full of charm, 
very quiet & bright, 130m 
private garden, top of the 
line finishes, close to the park 
DEBORAH- 054-4804767

In a small lane of the 
German Colony, Garden 
apartment with private 
entrance, 250m with private 
garden, parking, high ceilings, 
in an Authentic beautiful  
3 apartment building  
MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!

Beautiful new 
penthouse in Greek 
Colony- 190m with 80m 
terraces, succah, beautiful 
views, 5 rooms, elevator, 
parking, renovated at very 
high standard, spacious 
living areas and huge 
kosher kitchen  
MAYA – 054-6650184

On the edge of The 
German Colony - Unique 
Authentic building of 
700m built on a huge plot 
of 1,200m - perfect for an 
apartment building or a 
tremendous private house. 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Private small building in 
Baka, Shimshon St. 300m 
with additional building 
rights, huge private garden, 
divided into 3 units so can 
be private house of  
3 separate apartments, 
very attractive price  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

On the exquisite 
Elcharizi St., Rechavia, 
new project, new 280m 
penthouse, 100m 
terraces, finishes and 
layout according to buyer 
requests!  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Ben Maimon St. Duplex new apartment,  
5 bedrooms, 4 ensuite, 4 terraces, private parking, 
Shabbat elevator, all renovated, 3 exposures, very sunny!! 
DEBORAH-054-4804767


