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Haftorah 
Parshat 
HaChodesh: 
Yechezkel 

There’s a famous line regarding the Jewish 
calendar, the Jewish holidays are either very 
early or very late, never on time.  I like to say 
that it’s always Pesach unless it’s not.  Why is 
it that the calendar constantly shifts - how is 
the Jewish calendar arranged?  In the times 
of the Temple, witnesses who saw the moon 
would go to a special tribunal who, after 
questioning the witnesses, would declare 
the beginning of the new month, Rosh Cho-
desh.  As seen in this week’s Maftir reading, 
G-d gave the calendar into the hands of 
man when He said, ֑ים  ,ַהחֶֹ֧דׁש ַהזֶּ֛ה ָלֶכ֖ם רֹ֣אׁש ֳחָדשִׁ
This month shall mark for you the beginning 
of the months. The determination of the 

month was handed to the Jewish people to 
empower a nation of slaves with the control 
of time.  But what happened to the calendar 
after the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash?  
Hillel II with his deep knowledge of science 
and math created a calendar template for 
all future generations and sanctified all the 
months until the end of time.  Even today, 
his calendar system is used to know when 
Rosh Chodesh and the holidays take place.  

The Yalkut Shimoni shares a powerful 
insight on the calendar.  What will happen 
in Messianic times? While in the days of the 
Beit Hamikdash, Rosh Chodesh was based 
on sight and today we use the extensive cal-
endar calculations, how will we know when 
Rosh Chodesh is when Moshiach comes?  In 
this week’s Haftorah, the Navi Yechezkel 
shares that the gates that were closed for 
six days a week will open for Shabbat and 
for Rosh Chodesh 
ִניִמית֙ ַהּפֶֹנ֣ה ָקִד֔ים ִיְהֶי֣ה  ַ֜ער ֶהָחֵצ֤ר ַהפְּ ה־ָאַמר֮ ֲא-ָנ֣י ה֒ שַׁ ּכֹֽ

ֵתַ֔ח ּוְבי֥וֹם ַהחֶֹ֖דׁש  ת֙ ִיפָּ בָּ ֑ה ּוְבי֤וֹם   ַהשַּׁ ֲעשֶׂ מַּ ת ְיֵמ֣י הַֽ ֖שֶׁ ָסגּ֔ור שֵׁ

ַח׃  תֵֽ ִיפָּ

In the future, says the Midrash, the gates 
will be opened divinely on both Shabbat and 
on Rosh Chodesh and thus we will know 
that Rosh Chodesh has arrived.  It is as if the 
Divine Presence says, I want to be a part of 
the process of determining your months, 
your holidays, your year.  
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Knowing what our calendar design will 
ultimately be provides a message for us 
today.  Hashem’s insistence on participating 
in our calendar means He celebrates with 
us and wants us to do the same with Him. 
Time then, is holy. We have an opportunity 
to infuse our calendar with G-dliness.  Each 
and every day is a Divine gift, a chance to 
make our time worthwhile.  The calendar 
markers of Shabbat, Rosh Chodesh and hol-
idays are Hashem’s personal invitation to us 
to pause and add a little bit more of Hashem 
into our lives. May we be blessed with abun-
dant time on this Earth and the wisdom to 
suffuse it with Hashem’s Holy Presence. 
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